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AHATMA Gandhi, addressing the Calentta
citizens, at IHalliday Park, said: Do not
say that your dhoties are too heavy if

made of khaddar. I tell you that the badge of
slavery is the beaviest of rll, and this foreign cloth,
being a badge of slavery, is a heavy thing to wear.
If you find five yards of khadi too heavy for you,
rednce it by 2}: aud if you find 50 inches or 15
inches too long for you in kbadi, reduce it by half,
and you will find that it is after all a cheap garment,
and quite decent. Nobody in India cares whether
we are bare-bodied, whether onr feet are bare, On
the contrary, the only thing that we, at least, in
olden days, examined abont & man, was not his
exterior, bot his interjor. If the interior was well-
washed and well-clothed withk the purest thing, it
did not matter what garment covered our limbs,
Beyond that, there was no necessity for any cover-
ing in this magnificent couniry of ours. I would
warn you against thinking that your climate is bad,
weakening or enervating. It is the gpirit within
us that has weakened, that has enervated us. The
climate has not enervated us. It is enervating for
the man who ia clothed in foreign ecloth, The
beauntiful hot sun of Indiu shines mupon you, covers
you and gives you all the vitamins that people in
the West get from all fatty foods and from cod-liver
oil- Cod-liver oil is given to you free of charge by
tbe Indian sun. Go and ask any doctor and yon
will find he will confirm what a layman is telling
you.

“The arrests of Labour leaders or the so-called
Communists show that the Government i3 in a
panicky state, and is betraying symptoms to which
We have been used and which presage a period of
terrorism” writes Gandhiji in the course of an
article in Yowng India. Proceeding, Gaudhiji says:
Evidently, the Government believes in a periodical
exhibition of ite capacity to snpersede all law and
to discover to trembling India, the red claws which
ngually remain under cover, Of course, & farce of
trial will be enacted. If the accosed are wiee, they
will not run into the trap and assist the farce by
!:eing: represented by councel but will boldly risk
imprisonment. Presently, it will be the turn of
thoundp not merely to risk, but to face and even
to court imprisonment, if this reign of lawlessness
Hnder the gaise of Jaw is to be ended once for all.
It seems to me that the motive behind these
prosecutions is not to kill Comwmunism; it is to
etrike terror. The Congress creed, indeed the croed
of all political parties, is the attainment of poli-
tical liberty through non-violent means, but the
Government, by its aclion, has given strength
to the enlt of violence to which the Congress
has never subscribed. ‘The motive behind these
arrests has therefore. to be searched in another
direction. Terrorism, like plagne, has lost ita terror
for the public. The movement of Swaraj has
found too deep a root in the public mind to be
ehaken or destroyed. Itis bound to gain sirength
through these arrests and other similar indieations
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of the Government’s intention to strike a death
blow at the liberty movement.” ;

Mr, Tribhovanbhai G. Patel of Messrs. I. C. Asha-
bhai & Co., Johannesburg, who hes been the hon,
treasurer of the Tranevaal Indian Congrees fr_om the
time of the inception of that body, has eailed for
India by the Karapara via Delagoa Bay.. Mr. Patel
was held in esteem by all sections of the community
a8 a successful business man and he was found as
deligent in kis public career which hasenhanced his
repatation. As treasurer of the T.I.0. his services
were much appreciated. Whenever funds had lacked
Mr. Patel was always found ready to come to the
regete. Mr. Patel was a member of the S.A,I. Con-
gress deputation which went to Capetown on the
licensing question. Mr. Patel was given farewell
receplions by the Transvaal Indian Congress and
other bodies and individuals and was given a hearty
gend-off by the officiale and members of the T.I.C,
at Park Station where he was garlanded by Mr,
M. D. Bharoochi, the president. We join our Trans-
vaal friends in wishing Mr. Patel bon vovage.

Mr. Rasool Patel the jt. treasurer takes the place
of Mr. Tribhovanbhai Patel. He is also an active
worker of the .Congress and will no doubt prove
equal to his taskk. We wish him every success.

The General Parposes Committee of the City
Council of Johannesburg heard an application on
behalf of Teikamdas Bros., Transvaal (Pty.), Ltd.,
wholegale silk merchants, for a general dealer’s
licence at a stand in Market Street. This is a branch
of Teikamdas Bros’ well-known firm at Port Eliza-
beth. The firms of Randles Bro. & Hudson, Mosen-
thal Bros., J. W. Jagger, A. R, Bradlaw & Co. (Pty.),
Lid., and Geen and Richards had opposad the appli-
cation. Thomaa Daniel O'Conuoll said he was the
Johannesburg manager of the Company, which was
formed at the end of last year in the Transvaal. The
majority of shares were held by two Indians,
the directors of the firm +were these two In-
dians and himself. The manager and assistants
of the firm were solely European, both at Johannes-
barg and at Port Elizabeth and Capetown. The
turnover of the branch was about £120,000 per year
and they carried stocks from £30,000 to £40,000.
There were several Indian firme in the neighbour-
hood that were run and staffed by Tndians, Witness
said he was eniirely responsible for the Johannes-
burg branch, and that it was the policy of the
Company to employ Earopeans only. After evi-
dence on behalf of the objectors, the Committee
granted the application.

Strong opposition to the Town Council's schame
for housing non-Europeans on the lower side of
Umbilo Road has been set ap by residents in that
locality, who point ont that it had always been given
to them to understand that, when houses and plots
had been gold by the Corporation in the Stella and
Congella areas, these areas were entirely European
areas. Such a contse as is contemplated, it is claimed,
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would result in a deorease in property value in the
vicinity, and the creation of slums. When the
special committes on housing met last Tuesday Ehe
above matter, in the form of a protest representative
of 2534 residents in the affected area, was brought to
their notice. It was decided that the committee
should inspect the area in <uostion, and that the
petitioners phould be asked to be represented at a
meeting to be held on the site at some futare date.

EDUCATION—REPATRIATION
S]R KURMA REDDI, Agent of the

Government of India had a large
audience at Clairwood when he
made some important utterances on Indian
education and repatriation. With regard 1o

education he expressed his surprise at the .

lack of interest on the part of parents to
impart higher education to their children.
This is indeed a fact which it can never be
too often to bring to the notice of our
brethren. Hitherto Indians were not them-
selves to blame for the lack of interest in
the matter of educating their children as,
firstly, it required the means to do so which
the poorer people lacked and are still lack-
ing owing to being thrown out of employ-
ment in preference to white employees and
owing to being deprived directly or indirectly
of almost every possible means of livelihood:
and, secondly, there were not adequate
facilities for such education for Indians
and where theie were the standard of
education was not as good as that of the
Europeans. For this last reason some
paremts who are interested in educating
their children and have the means to do so
have chosen to send their children abread
for the purpose. The percentage is, of
course, very small indeed. But with all this
and the amount of inconveniences parents
may have to suffer there is no going
out of the fact that they can ill-afford to
neglect the education of their children and
it is a criminal neglect at that. When one
thinks of it, and Mr, Sastri has more than
once brought the fact home to us,
maay parents in India suffer starvation in
order that their children may be properly
educated. Tt is, therefore, the duty of those
to whom this country is by birth their only
home and to whom it is theirs by adoption
to strain every nerve to impart the proper
standard of education to their ochildren.
Now that the facilities are increasing 'the
interest in that direction should also grow.
There are' some people, who should know
better, who are iriclined to argue, ‘to our

utter disgust, that they have been able to do
well financially without education and that
they are satisfied if their children couid
follow in their footsteps. Such people, we
would venture to say, are living in darkness.
To them their money bag seems to be their
all. Their lot is to be pitied for had they been
educated themselves they would have known
better. But it will not do for them to bring
up their children as they were brought up,
or they will not be contributing to civilis-
ation but wiil be bringing back the age of
barbarity. Sir Kurma'’s advice should, there-
fore, go home to all who wish to remain
in this country as self-respecting people
and who do not wish to lag behind other
sections of the community.

Sir Kurma then spoke on the Assisted
Emigration Scheme. He drew a gloomy
picture of the Jabour conditions in India
and pointed out how difficult it was even for
the educated young men to find employment
and left to us to infer how difficult it would
be for our uneducated brethren who are
being repatriated under the assisted emi-
gration scheme to comfortably accommodate
themselves in India, Nevertheless, however,
he assured us that the Government of India
were doing their best for them and that 8o
per cent. cf the repatriates were being cared
for by them. Sir Kurma deprecated the
action of some of our brethiren who, the
Agent said, were conducting a crusade
against the repatriation scheme and used
every conceivable means to prevent Indians
from leaving the Union under the scheme.
There was a time when Government touts
went about the country giving people false
tales about rosy conditions existing in India
and thus misled them into accepting the
scheme. But that was done under the
previous Government and it would be unihir
on our part to blame the present Govern-
ment.  When there was such a propaganda
a counter-propaganda was necessary, But
where there is no such movement and the
people are fully aware that the scheme is a
purely voluntary one and that no one is com-
pelled to take advantage of it against his will,
and when those who do tiike advantage of it
do so fully knowing the conditions in India,
there should be no move on our part to
deter them by spreading false rumours.
Those busy bodies who engage themselves
in spreading such rumours and misguiding
their brethren would do well to occupy
themselves in ‘going among their illiterate
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brethren and advising them on improving
their social, moral and sanitary conditions
and on the necessity of educating their
children where they do not do so. That
would be more advantageous to them than
any discussion on the assisted emigration

scheme.

Sir Kurma’s Speech At
Clairwood

Nearly 2,000 Indians from King's Rest, Me_re-
bank, Isipingo, Sea View and other neighbouring
districts were present at the enthusiastic welcome
reception which was accorded to Sir Karma Reddi,
the Indian Agent-General, on Sunday afternoon by
the Clairwood branch of the Natal Indian Congress
says the Nalal Mercury,

After a warm welcome was accorded to the dis-
tinguished visitor by Mr. K. Bhawani, president of
the Clairweod branch of the Congress, the Agent,
who was received with bearty applanse, spoke
chiefly on the Capetown Agreement, Indian educa-
tion and assisted emigration.

In dealing with the qnestion of Indian eduacation
in Darban, he said that he had visited a8 number of
Indian schoola in and ardund the town, and had
made searching inquiries regarding existing condi-
tionsa,

To his astonishment, he found that, while a large
number of big boys were in Standard I. and the sab-
standards. & comparatively small number of them
were to be found ia the higher classes. .

He went on to say that he quite appreciated the
difficnlties that confronted parente who were com-
pelled to send their sons to work after a certain
period. On the other hand, if a more liberal ednca-
tion were given to the boys, they would be able to
enter higher spheres of labour and earn better
money.

Education was an important matter, and shonld
not.be treated lightly by parents who are anxions
about their ohildren’s fature.

The Earopeans of South Africa wanted the per-
manent Indian popuiation of the Union to adopt a
Weatern standard of living, but in the absence of
proper education for their children the attainment
of oocial and other privileges would be an utter im-
posaibility.

Co-operative Scheme For Farmers

The Agent-General then outlined a profitable co-
operative scheme for Indian farmers, whereby
they would be able to obtain a ready market for
their produce and make a substantial margin of pro-
&it on everything they sold. In India these eco-
operative sogieties had proved a great.boon to farm-
ers, and saved many from financial ruin. Farmers
in Darban did not get a fair deal very often. If the
{armers wanted his assistance he would give it with
pleasure,

Speaking on the Capetown Agreement, Sir Kurma
declared that the terms of that sacred pact were
being immplemented by both the Union and Indian
Governments in a spirit of loyalty and mutual
understanding towards each other. He particniarly
gomplimented the Government of Sonth Africa on
the conscientions manner in which it was carrying
aut the.upliftment clanse of the Treaty, which pro-
mdgcuorjhe mental, moral and social aplift of the
Indian community. On the other hand, the Govern-

ment of India was doing its best for those who left
the shores of Boath Africa wnder the assisted emis

gration or repatriation seheme, which was purely
volnntary. °

He flatly contradicted rumours to the effect that
several Indians whp were repatriated were saffering
from hardehips in India. On the contrary, he had
received information that 80 per cent, of thr repat-
riated Indiaps were being cared for by the Govern-
ment of Indiz, In many instances these repatriated
Indiaps went right imland, and were soon Jlost
amobng the millions of India, and the Government
experienced eome difficulty in tracing their where-

ahounts.
Labour Conditions In India

Sir Kurma then compared the relative positions
of Indians in India and South Africa in so far as it
affected unemployment, and gave a lucid exposition
of the prevailing labour conditions in the former
country. )

The unemployment problem in India was very
acate, and a conntry such as India, with a popula.
tion of 320,000,000 sonls, muost find it somewhat
difficult to solve a really serious natiopal problem,
Something like 2,000 gradnates wore released annual-
ly from the universities of the 13 large provinces of
India, and they all expected the Government to find
them snitable positions. But unfortunately of that
number only a thousand or s0 really got jobs while
the remainder were simply thrown into society to
ake out a living. Apart from this, there was an
additional number of andergraduates. and the ubi-
quitons class commonly known as “‘failed matrics”
who also looked up to the Government to find them
vacancies, and in addition the Government had to
aesiet millions of others to secure employment.

Almost every Government Department, banks
and other commercial institutions thronghout Indis
were doing their best for the '‘eduncated olusses of
India a8 well as the common labourers, and no .sane
Dperson would expeét the Government to do more.

Such was the labour problem in India, and the
Indian workers in South Africa were in many res-
pects better off than their brethren in India. Sir
Kuarma deprecated the action of some thoughtless
people who were conducting a dangerons crusade
againgt the repatriation scheme and used every con-
ceivable means within iheir power to prevent In-
dians from leaving the Union under the repatriation
scherne. '

This, he said, was very mischievous propaganda
and warned thess individuals not to do anything
that was going to undermine the existing reciprocal .
relations between the peoples of Iudia and. Sonth
Africa. It must be borne in mind that the speaker
wag in South Africa as 2 result of the Round Table
Conference and the Capetown Agreement, and de-
clared that it will be an evil day for the Indiap
community of South Africa if they violated the
terms of that agreement,

After all those Indians who went back to their
homeland under the assisted emigration scheme
were not edacated men and women, and yet the
Govt, of India was doing everything humanly pessible
to receive them back again, when thousands of uni-
versity trained men were unable to find employment
in their very home towns. It was all very well for
some diggruntled people to condemn the scheme,
but could they do better he asked. In Darban, said
the speaker, there was a ramour enrrent to the effect
that the Union Government bad decided .to decrease
the bonuges to Indian repatriates, and that soon after
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri left Sonth Africa the bonnses
were to cease altogether, and that if Indians were
rel_nctant to leave the conntry the bonnses were
golog to be increased substantially 2s a further in-
dacement to leave South Africa. Sir Korma em-
phatically denied these misleading rumours, stating
that there was not an iota of truth in them.
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The Working.Of The Sastri
College

Mr. Hugh Bryan’s. Announcement

In the course of ap address on Indian education
before the Indo-Earopean Council last week, Mr.
Hugh Bryan, Superintendent of Education in Natal,
i reported by the Nalal Mercury to bave made an
important announcement regarding the future of
Indian education as well as the Saatri College, which
is now under coursze of completion at Currie’s Foun-
tain.

Referring to the Sastri College, Mr. Bryan said
that when it starts it will, on present anticipalions,
tarn out: (1) a few gradnates who will take charge
of the academic and professional training of ibat
institution : the academié range will be standard X;
(2) junior teachers, with en academic standing of
S'andard VIIL, plug one year's professional work;
(3) senior icachers with an 2cademic standing of
Standard IX. or X. plus one year’s professional
training (4 years from Standard VL); (4) women
teachers for the sub-slandards who, having obiained
a Standard VI. pass, would be acecepted after a year’s
professional training for this type of work alone.
“But,” he said, “this scheme will not prodace any
bulk of teachera until 1932, and it is therefore pro-
posed to create an ‘interim’ ¢lase, which will, until
a regular production stage i reached, enter as fol-
lows : (2) women with a Standard V. pass for kinder-
garten work; (b) men with a Standard VII. pass for
other primary work until 1931.” There would pro-
bably be some who would enter nnder this scheme
as affording an earlier entry to employment, which
wounld give the Department more teachers by the
end of 1930." For salary, these men wonld be
graded somewhere between the present junior and
senior ecales. Bnt the women'’s scales had not yet
been thoroughly gone into, but they wounld probably
he about three-quarters of the men’a

Mr. Bryan showed how the variona branches of
the teaching profession will work at the new college.
The Durban branch of the Indian teachers’ classes
will be a part of the Sastri College work, and these
classes it is proposed to carry on uniil the outpat of
the college enable those in authority to reject any
applicants for employment except thogse who had
been definitely trained: probably they would cease
at the end of 1931. There wonld thus be two prac-
tical epheres of work at the Sastri College : (2) ordi-
nary academic work from VI, to X, in which both

' intending and non-intending teachers would share
alike; (b) professional teachers’ work, which will
fall into three gronps, namely, (1) women kinder-
garten teachers, (2) junior certificate, and (3) senior
certificate. The practical work of all will be done
in the loeal schools under the supervision of the
college teachers,

It is hoped to effect an increase in the various
Government schools this year, and the efforts of
aided schools will be encouraged. The Department,
Mr, Bryan added, did not approve of schools above
a total attendance of 450 children, and therefore
new ones shonld be created in cenires where this
number is likely to be exceeded.

Compulsory education, Mr. Bryan went on, was
imposasible for the present moment, for the simple
reason that they had in Class II. every age from
soven to 16 years, and in Class 1. from six to four-
teen years, therefore it would be absurd to introdnce
a pystem forcing an ignorant child of 13 for a year
into Class 1., which he conld lenve after a year.
There was the possibility of some modified plan of
compulsion for all children born after 1922 being
adopted as the existing schools increased in number;

but to him it‘appeared as if a voluntary basis would
have to remuin for the time being, because there was
no chance for further provisions for a while,

Transvaal Notes

( From OUR OWX CORRESPONDENT )

—

Indian Education

Thero is a dearth of Indian qualified teachers in
the Tranavaal and the Educalion Department are in
great need of such teachers, The object of this
paragraph is to induce qualified teschers from Natal
to apply so that they will become missionaries of
edueation in the Transvaal among the Indian com-
munity.

Moat of the teachers now employéd are unqnalified
and their general qualifications are also very poor.
The following is an analysis of the academic and
professional qualifications of the 23 Indian teachers
now employed in Indian schools where English is
tanght.

Academic
1. No evidence of completion of full primary
course 10
2. Evidence of completiing primary bat not
secondary course 8
3. Matriculation Standard 1
4, TIntermediate 2
5. Degreo 2
Professional
1, Teachers' Certificate 3
2. Some Training 2
3. No qualifications 13

It will be seen from the foregoing statistics that only
3 teachers have completed their professional train-
ing and it is a very serions state of affairs when one
considers that there are abomt 33500 children of
school going age {7 to 1 years of age).

The question is natarally asked as to who ia to
blame? The Indian community is entirely to blame
when you find secretaries and some membera of the
various school cornmittees cannot even read or write
and who are only competent to do their own work
and are not qualified from an educational point of
view to be on any Eduncational Committes.

There is one remody only and that is to dispense
with these school committees and the Education
Department to make the appointments themselves
on the professional qualification of an applicant.
The Indian schools in Natul are better staffed and
the system of appointiment by the Natal Education
Department is highly commended for Indian schools
here.

I will give you an oxample of the blunders of
these school committees in recommendiog these
appointments to the School Board or the Govern-
ment. This is not an isolated case bub il hes been
moro or lesa the practice in Transvaal Indian schools,
For cortain reasons I am not giviog the names of the
schools. An assisiant masier has not attended any
school but is gaid to have read up to Std. 1II under
gome private tutor. He came out as a religious
teacher, but aftor his aryival worked as an assistant
in shops and stores. His appointment is temporary,
and that doep not excuso the Committee or the Gov-
ernment appointing him as a teacher. The damage
to the children wonld have been done before a quali-
fied teacher ie appointed.

Another teacher who is well over 50 years passed
Stundard II in Verulam when he was 9 years of age.
He knows very little English antl has no gualifica-
tion. He was given o Government post. He carried
on in his own sweet way.
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I am sure this will give all true edn.cat_ionalistg a
shock and it may seem to othera that it is a fairy
tale that could hardly be accepted but I want to
assare my rea-ders that it is parfect!y trze and be-
cause I am keen to see the Indian chlldren- in
the Transvaal have the very best of.. education.
I give publicity to these facts which can be
verified by any one in the right quarters.

This one point must be kept in mind that in
Sonth Africa the Indian has considerable handicaps
in life, by that I mean that there are no ai_milar
opportunities or facililiea for the Indian child to
reach the pame heights in the educational world as
the European child except for the child of wealthy
parents who will have to send his child overseas.
We have to compete with the white race and there-
fore our children must be efficient in the English
Janguage. And with that result in view we shonld
be very careful not to intreduce during the official
school hours anything that will calenlate te minimise
the efficiency of the child in the English language.
Natal Indians bave been wise in seeing the futility
of doing that and even the most rabid Indiun nation-
alist while demanding tbat the mother tongue should
be taught will not dare suggest that at the expense
of the official language. The need for starting ver-
nacular schools is great and the Tamil community
at Doornfontein bave set an example worthy to be
followed. The children after attending English
échools attend this Tamil school and it is working
exceedingly well

Natal Indian Railway
Passengers’ Union

First Annual Meeting

The first annnal meeting of the Natal Indian
Railway Passengers’ Union was held recently in the
Merebank Indian School, with Mr, Gopaul Singh in
the chair. There was an enthusiastic attendance of
members.

In reviewing the Union’s aclivities doring 1928,
the chairman observed that its members had every
reason to be prond of the first year’s work on behalf
of Indian railway passengers, He maw no reason
why the Union should not progress in the npear
future, especially in view of its recont succegses in
almost every direclion.

He then referred to the very conrteous and sym-
pathetic manner in which the Railway Administra-
tion bad treated the Union's representations on
various matlers affecling the welfare of Indian rail-
Way passengers.

The secretary’s annual report, which reflected a
very successful year's work, disclosed that, apart
from other matters, quite a number of reports had
been snccessfully dealt with by the Union.

The report showed that the Investigation Com-
qlittee’s representations to the Railway Administra-
u?n on behalf of the railway passengers were always
viewed with sympathy and careful consideration,
Other difficulties, such as congestion in reserved
coaches and inadequate seating accommodation, were
also promptly removed by the Administration.

The meeting passed a resolotion expreesing ila
grateful thanks to the Railway Administration in
g:i;ban. especially to fhe Syslem Manager and his

After some digcussion, the following office-hearers
were elected f::r the ensuing year :—Patrons Messrs.
Seeboo Ram, . Pillay, 8. Deonunden, L. Beeson and

R. R. Naidoo; president, R Gnpanlsingh: vice-presi-
dents, Measrs, I, Chetty, B. Mahabeer, P. P. Govind-
er and A. C, Govinder; hon. secretary, R. H, Lalla;
hon. treasuror, P. M. Moodliyer; hon. anditor, J.
Fayers; committee : Mesgsra, C. 8. Naicker, K. L.
Sam, S. Naidoo, W. Morgan, J. Verdon, J. Govind-
samy, H. D. Pauchu and 8. T. Nadasen. emergency
committee: Measrs, R. Gopanlsingh, P. M. Moodley
and R H. Lalla, investigation committee : Messrs.
C. S, Naicker, P. M. Moodliyar and R. H. Lalla.

The meeting closed with a vole of thanka to the
zhair.—Contribated.

East African Congress

(From AN EsTEEMED CORRESPONDENT)

Mombasa 16-4-29.
Perhaps the most morentous session in recent years

of the Eastern Africa Indian National Congress
opened in Mombasa on the 13th inst.
dent-E'ect, Paodit Hicday Nath Kuozra, M. L. A.,

The Presi-

Vice President, Servants of India Society, arrived in
Mombasa from India a week earlier, and was accorded

a right royal welcome, and was presented with an
address of weleome by the Mombasa Indian Asvociation.

In his reply, Mr. Kubzen emphasised the fact that
whatever be the differences that divided the varions

political parties in Indiu, on the question of Indians
overseas, aad in particular, in Eist Africa, all parties
aod the Government of India as well, were absolately
uoanimons, and in fall sympathy with the cause of

Indians in East Africa, and determined to exert their
influence in the councels'of the Empire to the utmost in
order to secnre the vindication of their jnst canse
solidly and doggedly.

Mr. Kaonzro discnsmsed the situation created by the

publication of the Closer Union Report with the leading
Indisng in Mombasa and left for Nairobi, the storm
centre, on a similiar erraad. After meeting both Euro-
pean aud Indian leaders in Nairobi, he retarned to

Mombasa on the 13th to preside over the Comgress.

Mr. A. B. Patel, Bar at Law, President of the Indian

Association, Mombasa, and Chairman of the Reception
Committee, opened the proceedings in a telling epeech

in which he made oot, among other matters, an unassail-

able case for a common civilisation franchise and

electoral roll, and vequested the Government of India to

send oot competent men from India to strengthen the
hands of local Indians in their constitational fight. The:
President in his masterly address conclusively refuted .
the claims and demands of a handfnl of British settlers
to be made undisputed masters of Kenya, to be allowed
to impose their noge too selfish rule on other immigrant
commaunities and on the native popnlations, and to be
permitted to indulge in their racial pride to the economic
and political detriment of the other communities. The
infleence of the Enropean settlers in the Government of
Kenya is already too great and had been used to exploit
the other communities; it ehould nok be ircreased.
There should be no talk of gelf-govenment as long as
the trosteeship of the British Government for the wel-
fare of the nalives lasts, uutil the wards come of age
aund take over the government of the country. He ho,
that Sir Samoel Wilson will not reopen that guestion.
He put in a forceful plea for the common roll and
suggested certain safegnards to protest Indian interests
when the High Commissioner was appointed. The
Central Anthority should be required to coosult his
Advisory Couaeil, on which Indiane shoald be adequately
and effectively represented, on all racial matters, and the
members of the council shonld be free to appeal to the
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Secretaray of State for the Colonies in cases of differcoce
of opinion. _ After finishiny his Knelish nddress which
was received with acclamniion, the President summarised
hie address in Hindi for the Lepefit of those who
followed better. _

Instriking contras with the attitule of the Euro-

an settlers, who rejected ihe whole reporb and with
it the theory of trusteeship for the welfare of the
natives, unlees their own gelfish demands for self-
government were granted, stood the attitnde of the
Indiau community, who, though the Reporc did not
advance thejr position, and left. even the Comrmigeion’s
considered preference for a common roll to the merey of
the settlers, declined to take a purochinl view of the
Report, but rallied in support of its recommendations
regarding native trusteeship.

"fhe Congress, after careful congiderntion in the Sab-
jecta Committee, passed very important regolutions on
the 14th gnd 1hth. The Coiylteds welcomed native
srusteeship, approved of the rejection of the demand of
white settlers for responsible government, and desired the
Tmperial (tovernment {6 retain in jtg bands the respon-
gibilities for the trusteeship of the natives, but if it
decided to associate Furopeaus in the discharge of these
responsibilities, it insisted on asgociating Indiang as well,
1t recommendid that the native policy in Kenya sliould
be oleviited t6 the level of the ore cnlightened native
policies in Uganda and "angonyika, and resisted any
inorease in the inflnence of the Luropean settlers i the
Gdvernment of Kenya dircctly by increased represent-
ation or indirectly by tle uominetion of liuropcans lo
represefit native interests, and asked for the retention of
the official majotity in the Kenyd Lcgislative Couneil.
While accepling closer uiion for ecobomic ptirposes, it
opposed dny, scheme for yoliticel federation or udion,
It welcoimed the support that tiie Cominission gnve lo
the principle of couwition franchise nnd electoral roll
and desired thé Goverhment to promulgate it witiont
making it conditionsl on the approval of the white
gettlets, It desired thdt native opinion shedld be con-
salted before their represeniatives were nowinated.

As regards the High Commissioner. it deibanded
that before any action was taken on his report, it should
be puiblished for pnblic criticism; that Indiaus shoitld be
adequately and eflectively represented on the Advirory
and otber councils in Last Africs and Lohden, that
members of these councils should be free to appeal to
the Secretdty of State in_cases of difference of opinion
and that one of the privile gecrplariél of the Ceutral
Autliority should be ah Tndiah dilicer front the superiok
civil gervices in {ndin; o

The Cotipress aprointed un loflilentiul depulatioit
with the D’vesident of thie Conigress as luider to draw up
a Memorandtim for presentdtion to Sir Samuel ilsod,
and requested the Govérnnient of Indis to énd ok a
delétation to assist thé Tndiaus to predent theit cised
when the High Commissioner was appointed, Co

The Congress {Fas solidly and puanimonaly in favoiir
of continuing the abstention from participation in the
Legislative and Municipal bodies s i protest agninsh
the coramunal roll .in. the elective bodice, and although.
the special circnmstances, of the composition of the
Mombasa Manicipal Bodrd did not preclude Iiidinns
participating iu its works, still co-operation was to be
witheld to add point to the protest against the
communal roll. .. o -

Among, otber resolutions were thoee requqsting the
Goveriineat of India to sectre an enquiry by an ludinn
educational expert on Indian education in Sngk Africa,
to secure an , ibvestigetin hy an Indian agricultprai
expert of areus in Kast Africa suilable for Indian
agrculturidts, to appoiut un Indian trade commissioner
in Enst Africa and to orgonise an East African inform-
ation and publicity bureau in Iodia. r

The Congress yassed resolutions expressing its gratitude
to the ¢, Hon, V. S. Srinivasp Sastri, and the Servants
of Thdia, Sociely, to Messrs. Andrews, Polak, to Lord
Olivier and Sir Robert Hamiltgn for their very valnable
mervices to the cause of Indisns in Xast Africa.

Anofher resolution appreciated the very great supporb
and assistance that the Government of India gave and
coutinaed tu give to Kast African Indians.

- In his closing reroarks the President made # stirting
appenl for co-operation between the races and for mork
vigorons and sustained efforte, on the part of Indians com-
mensorate with the magpitude of the strogple they hed
to face and the cnnse they stood for. Thus conclnded
a very snccessfnl and momentous session of Lhe lndian
Congress. ’

Thé Stoiy of My Experiments
With Truth .

(Br M. K. daxpar ]

Part V, Chaptér X1,

—r

SHADOWED By DETECPIVES

We aliall, for a ndinent, take leave of the Ashréin,
which, in the vety beginning, had to welithier internul
and exterpil stotme, and briefly advert bd i wiatter tlidb
ergaged my attention. .

fodetured libdorets were thoce who bad émijrated
froi Iodia to labour under an indeutiire for five of lesd
years. Under the Sitiuts-Gandhi Settlerient of oid,
the &3 tax in teshect of the indenthited erhigriots o
Natal had been abolishied, but tlie getéral emipratiofi
from India still needed treatment.

In March 1916, Pondit Madan Mohaw Malavigaji
moved a resolution in the Trperial lLegislative Council
for the abolition of the indenture system ~ In ateepting
the motion, Lord MHntdiogb andodnced (liat he bad
tobtained from His Majesty’s Government the promise
of Lhe abolition in dueé course” of the system. I felt,
however, that India could not be satistied with so very
vague an assurance, but ought Lo ngitato foi immediate
abolition. India had toleraied tho system through sheer
negligence, and [ believed thé time had come when
people could successfully agitate for this redresse 1 met
some of the leaders, wrdte in the Press and ddw that
public opinion was golidly ih favdor of immbdiatd aboll-
tion, DMight this be o fit ahbject for Nutgngrahal 1 fiad
no donbt that it was, but 1 did not know the Riokits
aperandt, ] . )

La the medn time, the Viceroy hid made no nectet of
the meating of “theé eventnnl aboltioh” which ds he
gaid was nbolition “within puch remsonable time ad will
allow of alternative arrangement being introdued.”

Soin Vebruary 1017, Puindit Malabighji  asked fot
leave to introduce & Bill for the immnedinte nbdlition of
the ayetem. [Lord Chelmsford rofosed perhisaion,
wastime for me to tout the coubtry for un all-Indin
agitation. '

Interview Wirn VicEnov

Before I, started the agitation, Lhought it proper to
walt npon the Viceroy, So'L applied for an ipterview,
He imicediately granied it. Mr. Mafley, now Sir John
Maffey, was his Privats Sceretiry, 1 dume in close cops+
tact with bim. 1 Uad o satiefictoy talk with lord
Chelmsford, whio, wizhout Leiug definite, promised to be
helpful. | S

I begah my tour from Bnm\my. Mr. Jebangir i?ebib
undettook Lo convent the meeting finder the uuspices, of
the Imperiat Citizsnship Assobiation. . The Execatiye
Committee of tha Assocjation mek first for framiog the
reso&utinn'a to be maved @t the, wmeeting. . I, Stanley
Reed, Me, (now Sir) Lallubbai Sumpuldag, Mr, Natarajan
and M, Petit were present at the Commiltee meeting.
"Phe di: cuseion centered round the *fxing of the period
within which the Government was to bp naked Lo abolish
the system. There. were three p[qpostl;. Wi, for aboli-
tion ‘a8 coon a8 passible,’ aboliion thy the.3lsk Jnlys

and “immediate abdlition,’ 1 was for definite date, as
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we conld then decide what to do if tbe Government
failed to accede to our request within the time limit,
Sir Lallobbai was for ‘immediate’ abolition. He mid
‘immediate’ indicated & shorter period thau the $Ist
Juiy. I explained that the people would not understand
the word ‘immediate,’ If we want to get them to do
something, they must bave a more definite word. Every
one wonld imterpret ‘immediate’ in his own way,—Govern-
ment one wey, the people unother way. ‘I'here was tio
qestion of miszunderelanding ‘the 81et of July,” and if
rohing was done by that date, we conld proceed further.
Dr. Reed eaw the force of the argoment and ultimately
Sir Lallnbhai also agreed. We adopted the $1st July
as the lutest date by which the anbolition should be
aunounced: a resolution to that effect was passed at the
public meeting, and meetings throughout India resolved
accordingly, . .

Mrs. Jiji Petit put all her epergies into the organis-
ation of a lndies’ depuintion to the Viceroy. Amongst
the ladies from Bomlay who formed the deputation, I
remember the nomes of Lady Tata and the late Dilshad
Begom. The depatution bad 4 great effest. The Viceroy
gave au encouraging reply.

[ visited Karachi, Calcatta, and various other places.
There were fine meetings everywhere and there was un-
botded enthusiasm. I bad uot expected anything like it
when the agitation was launched.

DetrcTives AT Work

In these days, I used to travel alone and had there-
fore wonderful experiences. The C.I.D. men wers alwayg
ufter me. But as I bad nothing to conceal, they did not
molest me, nor did I caose them any trouble, Fertunately,
1 hod not then recieved the stamp of Mahatmaship
though the shout of thut neme was quite common
where people knetv me,

On one occauion, the deteotives disturbed me at seversl
stations, agked for my ticket and took down the number.
1, of courge, readily replied to all the questions they
agked My fellow pacsengers had taken me to be a ‘:adhu’
or a ‘fukir.’ When they saw that I was being molested
at every statio, they were exasperated and swore at the
detectives. *Why are you worrying the poor sadbu for
nothing #* they protested. *Don’s show these scoundrels
your ticket,’ they said, addressing me.

I said to them gently, *Jt is no trouble to show them
my ticket. They are doing their dnty.' The passengers
were not eatisfied, they evinced more dnd more sympathy,
and etrongly objected to thia sort of ill-treatment of
Innocent men.

But the detectives were nothing. The real hardship
was the third class travelliog. My bitterest experience
was from Lahore to Delui. [ was going to Calcntta
from Karachi vin Lahore where I bad to change trdine.
It waa impossible tv flod a plade in the traip. 1t was
full, and those who could get in did so by sheer force,
often speaking through windowt if the doors were locked.
I bad to reach Culeiittn on the date fixed for the meet-
tog, and if [ missed this train, I conld not arrive in
lme. T had aimost piven up hope of getting ie. No
one wag willing to accept mé, when a porter discovering
my plizht came to me nnd said, ‘Give me twelve aunas
aod I'll get ou s seat.’ ‘Yeb,' said I, ‘vou whall have
twelve annas if you do procure me a seat’ The young
man went from carriage to carriag ecntreating passengers,
hut no one heeded him. As the train was dbout to aturt,
some passengiers said: “There i3 no room here, but you
can <kove him in if you like, He will have to stand.’
“Well?” asked the young porter. I readily agreed and
be ehoved me in bodily throngh the window. Thns I
Rot in aod the porter carved his twelve annas,

. The night was a trial., The other bassengers were
sitting comehow. I stood two hours, bolding the chain
of the upper bunk. Meanwhile, some of the passengers
kept worryiog me fncessantly. ‘Whby will yon ot sit
down?* they asked. 1 (ried to reason with Lhem saying
there ix no rooth, bat they conld not tolerate my staeding
't[rough'they were lying foll length on the npper bunks,
Tbey did not tire of worring me, -neither did I tire of
geutly replying to them, This ut lasy mollified them,

Some of them asked me my name and “when I gave it,
they felt ashbamed. ‘T'hey apologised und made room for
tme. Patience was thus rewarded. I was dead tired,
and my head was reeling. God seat help just when it
was most peeded.

In that way [ somebow reached Delhi and thence
Calentta. The Maharaja of Cassimbazaar, the Progident
of the Calcntts meeting, was my host. Justasin Karachi,
here alsa there twab ubbounded enthusizsm, The meet-
ing was attended by several Englishmen. Co

Before the 31st July the Government announced that
indentured emigration from India waa stopped.

It was in 1894 that I drafied the first petition pro-
testing against cthe system and | had then hoped that
this ‘semi-slavery,’ us Sir W, W. Hunter used to call
the system, wonld some day be brooght to an end.

There were many who aided in the agitation which
was started in 1804, bat I canbot help saying thag
poteatinl Sutyagralia hostened the end.

For further details of that sgitation and of those who
took part in it, I refer the reader to my Hisfory of
Satyograha in South Afriea,

News In Brief

The opening of the new wards and the eighth
anniversary of the Aryan Benevolent Home, May-
ville, will take place on Sunday the 12th of May,
1929, at 3. p.m. Sir Kurma V. Reddi has kindly
consented to open the new premises. His Worship
the Mayor (Councillor A. Eaton) will preside. The
Home is sitnated at Mayville on the main road to
Ballair and opposite Mr. B. M, Singh's residence.

e _

The following telegram has been received by the
President of the Transvaal Indian Congress :— :

“Lady Smartt aud danghters wish to send youm
their gratefal thauks for kind sympathy in their
beteavemeont,” ‘

—_——
Inreply to a question in an electioneering meeting
at Newcastle the Prime’ Minister showed that the
repatriation of Indians had increased from 770 in
1924 to 2,156,
—_——

Indian Legislative Assembly has passed a motion
redacing the Salt tax to a Rapee per mond. Govern-
ment opposed the motion bamoaning that the coun-
try would lose a revenue of thirteen millioh Rapses.

Answers To Correspondents

Mr. A. M0osA (Jun)~—As it is copyright wa ean-
not pablish it

TENDERS are hereby <afled for the
business as a going concern of the Estate
*of the late A. S, Bhayat tarried on at
Inadda, thirteen miles from Verilam, as a
General Dealer, fogether with the whole of
the stock-in-trade, book debts and also
licences for Native Eating House and
Bakery. The business fs situate in a good
business cemire, Particulars of stock and
book debts can be obtained on application
to the undersigned.

Tenders will be received up to Wednes-
day, 15th May, 1929, at 2 pm, by the
undersigned. Approved guarantees will be
required with all tenders,

Durban, 6th May, 1929,
LIVINGSTON- & DOULL,

12, Murray Court,
Durban,
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