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PRETORIA INDIANS WELCOME SIR KURMA

ment of India, was presented with an address
by the Pretoria branch of the Trangvaal
Indian Congress at the Town Hall on April 2.
The Mayor, Mr, Frank Dey presided and was
supported on the platform by distingnished Euro-
peans and Government officials. _

There was a representative gathering of Europeans
and Indianse present.

The Mayor, who welcomed Sir Kurma on behalf of
the Evropean population, said if Sir Karma followed
the example of his predecessor his term of office
wonld prove of great value to his people in the
Union,

Sir Karma and the Mayor were then garlanded by
Mr. Essop Ackoojee, chairman of the Pretoria branch
of the Congress. and Mr, R. Moolon, the secretary,
read the chairman’s speech and the address.

Other Speeches

k

Mr. W. S. Daxbury, K.C., said the country wel-
comed the wisdom which had guided India’s choice
of its successor to Mr. Sastri. He had read that Mr.
Sastri regarded as a “miracle” the change of heart of
Europeans towards Indians. There was, however,
a comparatively simple explanation. Mr, Sastri had
farnished to thousands of people in this country a
concrete example of an ancient civilisation pro-
ducing men of culture whose lives made a great
appeal. (Applanse),

Mr. P. V. Gawith, president of the Pretoria
Chamber of Commerce, said he was aware of the
opinion exieling, that the solption of the Indian
problem wonld be the eomplete repatriation of the
Indians. These people could not have studied the
question sufficlently—for there was no “short cut
in national problems.” ‘Fhese could only be settied
by mutual tolerance, goodwill, service and under-
standing. Each nation—Europeans and Indians—
bad its part to play and he assured Sir Kurma of his
assistance. (Applause,)

Mr. C. M. de Vries, ex-Mayor of Pretoria, appealed
for the settlement of the Indian problem “‘from a
South African and not a political point of view.”
(Hear, hear.) He trusted that Sir Karma would be
successful in his efforts to solve the problem in the
best interests of all sections, .

Dr. E. W. Eybers, Under-Secretary for Eduecation,
welcomed Sir Kurma on bebalf of Dr. D. F. Malan,
Minister of the Interior. Ie said education conld
assist in the solution of what had been reforred to
as the "vexed Indian problem,” At present a re-
quest was before his Department for {urther educa-
tion facilities at Durban and Maritzbarg, It was
the aim of his Department to “do its bit” for the
education of Indians jnst as for Europeans. (Ap-
plagse). »

SIR KURMA V. REDDI, Agent of the Govern-

Sir Kurma’s Reply

Sir Kurma, in the coarse of a lengthy epeech. dis-
cussed the Rhodes fecture delivered ‘recently in
Tondon by Brigadier-General A. H. Morgan, pro-

fessor of constitutional law in the University of
London, -

“Professor Morgan is reported to have said that
international statns has not been established for the
Dominions by some authority extorngal to _Gn:eat
Britain,” said Sir Kurma, “bezause their admission
to the Leagne of Nations was governed by a cove-
nant signed by the British Empire as one principal.
He 2lso appears to have said that the for_mula adopt~
ed by the Imperial Conference in 1926 purporting
to give each Dominion autonomy within the Empire
and independent powers in foreign relations is, in
the judicial sense, merely moonshine.

Origin Of League

“Neither of these statements stands the test of
scrutiny. Let us take the case of membership of the
League of Nations. It isnot correct to say that the
Dominions owe their membership to the League to
the covenant being signed by the British Empire as
one principal. Our membership is not based on the
covenant at all. l.ong before the covenant was
drafted we signed the Peace treaties. One of the
documents is to be seen here in Pretoria containing
the signatures of General Smuts for South Africa
and of Lord Sidba for India.

“Now by virtue of one of the articles in that
treaty every nation that signed that treaty became
antomatically a member of the Leagune., Otherwise
India conld not have been a member at all, for
according to’ the covenant only judependent and
self-governing pations can become members. So the
basis of Professor Morgan’s reasoning fails. The
conclasion which he draws therefrom fails equally
—namely, that the Dominions cannot claim equality
with Great Britain in the League of Nationas.

Examples Of Independence

“Sofar as I have known, no distinction is made
between Great Britain and her Dominions, including
India, in the Assembly of the League. ch Do-
minion has got a vote of its own and is at perfect
liberty to cast that vote as it chooses, and the re-
presentatives of each Dominion are at perfect liberty
to speak just as they choose and evem against the
views expresged by the British delegates. The fact
that Canada secured a seat by election on the Coun-
cil of the Leagne is another instance of the complete
independence of the Dominions from Britain in the
League. In voting for the election of a vacant judge-
ship on the Permanent Court of International Jus-
tice, India and Great Britain voted differently in the
first ballot, The observations of Sir Cecil Hurst,
the Britieh representative on the Committes appoint-
ed to revise the statute of that Court, fully supported
the view that so far at least as the Leagne of Nations
is concerned the Dominions are entirely independent
of each other and of Great Britain and have in-
dependent powers in foreign relations in all matters
tha}t come before the League,

“The second statement of Professor Morgan that
the formnla adopted by the Imperial Conference of
1926 parporting to give each Dominion autonomy
within the Empire and independent powers in
foreign relations is, in the judicial sense, merely
moonshine, fails equally, It is not clear of what ha
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" xvag thioking when he speaks of a ‘judicial aense.’
He considers that the legal position to-day is the
same a8 it was in 1914, It is ditficult to follow the
reasoning of Professor Morgan. It looks as if he is
ptill thinking in the language of the Awustinian
theory of sovereignty. That theory, if it bas not
already been exploded, has certainly undergone a
great change in the lsst two decades. In this time
the British Dominions bave been carrying on experi-
ments in a somewhat new theory of sovereignty and
have so far established this new theory by means ¢f
the agresment arrived at at the Imperial Conferences
and the Dominions thereby secared a certain amount
of aatonomy. ' L

The Symbol Of Unity

“About the year 1914 a controversy was carried
on by those who soggested a federation or commeon-
wealth of the British nationa. The auggestion of &
federation or 3 commonwealth, however, was nega-
tived and the Imperial Conference idea took its
place. A stage has perbaps already been reached
when it would appear that the only visible symbol
of nnity between Great Britain and the Dominions
is the Crown. The appointment of High Com-
missioners and Ministers plenipotentiaries f= only
one of the ways in which this is snpstantiated.

“As the irony of fate would bave it, Canada
through His Majesty’s plenipotentiary signed an in-
dependent treaty with the T.S.A. for the preserva-
tion of salmon: fisheries in the ¥raser River System
just within a fortnight of this promouncement of
Profeswor Morgan.” '

South African Affairs

Sir Kurma expressed appreciation of the “hand of
fellowship” extended to him by various interests in
South Africa and he felt sure that one of these
interests~—trade—would forge bonds much stronger
than political bonds, He hoped that with the assis-
_ tance of South African chamberas of commeree trade

would be greatly extended between the two coun-
friea,

“Thers are two trends of political thought in
India to-day,” said Sir Kurma. “The one says that
the British connectinn with India shonld be main-
tained and Dominion status striven for, and the
other that the connection between KEngland and
India should be seversd and India become indepen-
dent. But we believe that by maintaining our con-
nection we may hold the key to the future peace of
the world.” (Applanse). '

He paid a tribate to Mr. Sastri, and said he wonld
endeavounr to continue to foster friendship between
Europewt and Indians. He spoke in warm appre-
ciation ‘of the Union and provincial facilities for the
_education of Indian children. Idweation was en-
firely free, and even at lunch time poor children
wera given food. Not even in India did they go to
such a length with poor children! 'So far as high
pchools were concerned, he thonght that if a sufli-
cient number of stadents presented themselves the
Government woald be willing to establish them.

He would welcome the day when Indians conld
qull themselves South Africans—and then they
could demand to be treated as Bouth Africans
equally with the Kuropeans. o

. Rumours Denied

“T wish to deny categorically certain false rumours
which have been afloat for the last few months,”
gaid Sir Kurma. “The first is that the moment Mr.
Sastri left the country bonunses wonld no longer be
granted in cases of voluntary emigration. 'That is
not true. Another rumonr is that if people keep
quiet the honuses will be increased. This is un-
founnded. The third ia that I do not favour assisted
emigration. I um here to asaist in the carrying out
of the Indian Agreement,”

In conclugion, Sir Kurma eaid that in the vast
conntry of South Afriex there waa rooin for all, He
appealed to the Kuaropeans of the conntry for a sym-
pathetic nnderatanding of the Indiana and they
would earn the gratitnde not only of the 430
millions of India, but of tha whole of bnmanity,
(Long and sustained applause).

WHITE MAN'S PRESTIGE

AFTE is a wealthy European farmer

\ in the Bethal district of the Trans-
vaal. He was charged with mur-

dering Sixpence, a Native in his employ by
treacherously beating him. He was tried
at the Circuit Court before Mr. Justice
Solomon and a jury. The jury found Nafie
guilty of culpable homicide and His l.ord-
ship sentenced him to seven years imprison-
ment with hard labour and ten lashes. The
evidence disclosed in Court, of the way in
which this man had belaboured the poor
defenceless Native, is enough to make any
one shudder and wonder that a human
being can become such a brute. Sixpence
was stripped naked, thrashed with a thong,
dragged like a beast, stoned, kicked with
heavy-heeled boots, hung up in the air head
downwards, brutally thrashed again and
then loosened and left to die. And all this
was not done by one man. Nafte had the
assistance of Van Niekerk, a one time
foreman of his, who also took an active part
in thrashing the Native, And what is more,
immediately after this henious deed Nafte
drove off in his car for a picnic! This is
the sad tale of how a poor defenceless
Native was put to death by one who prides
himself of being one of a superior and
civilized race. The days of slavery and
barbarism, it is said with pride, have ended.
But instances such as these go to prove
that ‘they are not yet ended even in this
twentieth century and they seem to appear
in their worst type in countries and among
nations that boast of being the most civil-
ized. One finds consolation in the fact,
however, that there are Courts of justice to
deal adequately with such crimes and that
there are people who are courageous enough
to denounce in the strongest terms the per-
petrators of such crimes. The present
matter could have very well been allowed
to rest after the crime had been met with
adequate punishment. Although the punish-
ment is too, mild in comparison *with the
heniousness of the crime, the people con-
cerned would have been satisfied 1o feel that
the Court had done what was possible in
the circumstances.  But the matter has, un-
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fortunately, not been allowed to rest. There
are peopfe who talk of the White ma.n’s
prestige and believe that they are upholding
that prestige while, in reality, they are the
people who are responsible for trampling it
under-foot and rendering it to dust. These
people have forced the Prime Minister to
stay the hands of justice. They are peti-
tioning the Minister for clemency and ask-
ing for the withdrawal of the Court’s order
for lashes to be imlicted upon Nafte. The
nervous system of the \White man, they say,
will not be able to bear the lash. Indeed
not! His nervous system was strong enough
to inflict the lash but not to bear it!!  They
argue, moreover, that it would be degrading
for the White man to be lashed and his
prestige would be lowered in the eyes of
the black. Do these good men—advocates
of mercy for the White man—not see any
degradation and loss of prestige in a \Vhite
man acting like a brute towards a de-
fenceless fellow-being? Is the life of a
black man to them only as that of a flea?
They seem, indeed, to have a strange notion
of their prestige. The \White man, we
maintain, is fast losing his prestige by his
treatment towards the black and what little
is allowed to remain is, it is satisfactory to
note, upheld by the Courts of justice of his
own creation, and that because the code of
justice has hitherto been a common one.

~

Those who are trying to drag the present

case into the political arena and are pressing
the Government:to form a separate code of
Justice for the White man are indeed not
enhancing the prestige of the \White race
but moving towards its destruction and such
men are, therefore, not friends but the
enemies of the \White race and of all that it
professes to stand for.

' ; -
/ MR.5ASTR! AND THE INDIAN
-} NEWSPAPERS

T is beartrending to read the leading
H articles that have appeared in some of
the Indian newspapers just to hand,

As is wont with a certain group of papers
in India to attack every great personage,
the articles make a spirited attack against
the Rt Hon. Mr. Sastri and his work in
South Africa. They are written with a
venom that is far from being the character-
istic of a newspaper. More base ingratitude
cannot be conceived than that contained in
these articles. What grieves us more is
that they have been written without the

slightest consideration of the facts. Not
one of these writers knows any more of
South Africa and the conditions obtaining
here than the man in Timbuctoo. Following,
as we have beea, the performance of the
difficult task that had beset Mr. Sastri, we
repeat that it is heartrending to read these
articles.

For our part we would have rather treated
these articles with the contempt that they
deserve. But it is necessary, in the interests
of the thousands of Indians in India who
keenly follow the South African Indian
question, to disassociate ourselves from the
expression of opinions contained in them.
From a casual glance at them one would
not fail to observe that none of these has
been written with that responsibility that is
associated with 2 newspaper. Seemingly the
_papers’ only duty is to resort to destructive
criticisms without giving due weight to facts.
It is apparent that the attack has been
directed to Mr. Sastri n~t that he was un-
successful in his mission in this country
but that he has been and is a moderate in /
Indian politics.
" The only persons competent to judge Mr.
Sastri's work are the South African Indians
and those in India who have spent some
time of their livesin this country. We would
quote, for instance, the names of Mahatma
Gandhi and Mr. C. F. Andrews. The fore-
most duty of the Indian newspapers would
be to ascertain the views, of the South

African Indians and, having done so,
to express their opinions. That would
have been the most honourable and

proper course to pursue. The mouthpiece
of the South African Indians is admittedly
the South African Indian Congress which,
at its last Conference, not only expressed its
highest appreciation of the services rendered
by Mr. Sastri, but also its profound regret
at his early departure. Nay it went further
to prevail upon him to prolong his stay. In
the circumstances we cannot understand
the expressions contained in these articles,

With a view to showing the narrow out-
look of these writers it is necessary to
analyse the services that Mr. Sastri has
rendered in South Africa.  Our contempo-
raries in India dare ngt deny the extraordi-
nary frenzy of mind in which the European
of this country was in the years 1925 and
1926, which culminated in the introduction
of the Areas Reservation Bill. The mere
withdrawal of the Bill was not sufficient
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but what was more important was to change
the heart of the European, to impress upon
him that the Indian had a right to live
alongside him, that he must show that for-
bearance which is an esscntial quality in the

Ruler, and above 2ll to impress upon him-

the necessity of meting out even-handed
justice to the Indian. It required the services
of the scholarly attainments of Mr. Sastri to
fulfil that mission. That he had succeeded
in this somewhat difficult task is easily borne
.out by the change of atmosphere that is
now noticeable everywhere and the stand
that the European press of this country
has taken up in defence of the Indian cause.
The European who, up to the advent of Mr.
Sastri, had looked upon the Indian as a
person who had no culture, hterature and
other attainments, has now changed his
opinion. That is due to the masterly lectures
that Mr. Sastri delivered to European
audiences. : :

The important part that Mr, Sastri played
in the Indian Education Enquiry Com-
mittee is a matter of history, It is a matter
of gratification to learn that since the
publication of the report there has been an
increase of over 2000 Indian children in the
schools.  The establishment of the Sastri
College, the buildings in connection with
which are now proceeding, will stand as a
monument to him.

. The keen interest that Mr. Sastri had
evinced in all matters affecting the Indian
community will ever be fresh in the minds
of the Indians in this country.

We do hope that our Indian contem-
poraries will, at least, give credit where it is
due.
are only concerned with his' work in South
Africa as the Agent of the Government of
India, and not as a Moderate, which, as we
pointed out in the beginning, has been
chiefly in the minds of the writers of these
articles. J

Sir Kurma Redd; left for Kimberley last Sunday
night whence he will return to Darban. There
were present at the station officiale and members of
the South African and the Transvaal Indian Congress
and Professor Watt, chairman of the Indo-Enropean
Couneil to bid farewell to Sir Kurma.

In discussing Mr. Sastri's work, we

Colour Bar In Post Offices

Constant Pin-Prick Policy .

Barrier At Graaff-Reinet

A correspondent of a Cape paper writes from
Graafl-Reinet ;—

Owing to the erection of a barrier at the local Post
Office, dividing the public connter and the naming
of the divisions “Kuoropean” and ‘“‘Non-Earopean,”
the local Coloured Voters' Association sent a depata-
tion to the Postmaster, protesting against what they
regarded as an unnecessary action and an infringe-
ment of their liberty.

It is learnt that, ag a resnlt of this protest, the
Divisional Controller has notified the colonred voters
that the title “Non-Europcan” does not apply to
coloured people. A responsible official is stated to
have explained that * non-Earopean” refera to
natives and Indians only.

Spread Of Krugerism

The net result here is chaos. The public counter
—alwaysa crowded, pokey place—is now congested,
to the great inconvenience of the public and officials
alike. In addition to their multitadinons duties,
the harasssed officials have now to decide between
the coloured person who looks like a native and the
native who looks coloured, or otherwise ignore thi
decree. :

The Rev, Canon Bernard Price, in a letter to the
Graafi-Reinel  Advertiser, (ealing with the barrier
says, inter alin :—

*“It is the work of u Government which, howeve
much it objects to two Chambers in the Legislatare
must bave its bi-cameral Post Office, Bit by bit the
old Kruger regimeo of the Transvaul is being fastenec
upon the whole of the Union, and the old Cape
system, which was characterised by a love of liberty
and = sense of justice, i8 being filched from us.”

The opinion is general hare that this new phase
of the colour bar at the 1’08t Office was ill-conceived
and uncalled for.

Our Johannesburg correspondent writes :—Indiane
at Daval, & district in the Transvail near Bethal, com-
plain that coloured persons are debarred from using
the public telephone at the local post office. They
may not epter the public call office. They are
handed the receiver through a window outside in
the open. This restriction has been imposed just
recently, and on representations being msde to the
Postmaster at Daval the explanation was given that
instructions were issned from the Department of
Posts and Telegraphs to make the said distinction.

Similar complaints of colour bar in post offices
bave been received.alao from other parts of the

Transvaal,

[NoTE—What is most surprising is that the Cape
Province which was hitherto free from this invidious
class-distinction is also falling in line with the other

- Provinces. A resolution protesting against the intro-

duction of colour-bar in public departments was
passed at the laat session of the South African Indian
Congress and in view of the increasing tronble the
Congress should make farther representations to the
Minister concerned, This eonstant pursnance of the
pin-prick policy certainly does not signify the
change of heart ulluded to by Mr. Sastri at least in
go far as the Government is concerned.—Ed. 1.0.]
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Indian Tennis Club Entertains
| Sir Kurma

Sir Korma Reddi. Agent for the Government of
india in South Africa. was the guest of the Sarcenet
4.awn Tennis Clab at the Carlton Hotel. Jobaunes-

‘ barg. on Wedneaday, April 3. Sarcenet 18 the name
of an Indian eilk which was at ome time very
popular, but is no longer made, and this t}tle was
gelected for the clnb by a number of Indian silk
merchants in Jobannesburg who fonnded it.

Professor J. M. Watt, president of the Indo-Earo-

n Coucil which was brought into existence by
the Right Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Nastri, the former
Indian Agent-General, welcomed Sir Kurma _Heddl
on behalf of the club. It had sarprised him to
hear that there was an Indian lawn tennis club in
Jobannesburg. Most of the members who were
entertzining them that afternoon were very youung
and he hoped the future of the young club would
be as fine as the gilk which had given it its name.
(Applanse).

Sir Korma Reddi and the chairman were then
gorlanded. Sir Kuorma said the Sarcenet Clab
showed indications of being prosperous, and, vplike
clubs of that natare in India, it did not appear to be
pecessary to go to the public for subscriptions.
Speaking of silk, India was very proud of its silk.
It had to meet keen competition from Chipa. Bat
the largest bulk of that material required in the war
came from India.

Games, he had heard it said, developed character.
The meaning of obedience and discipline was learned
on the playing field. Sport had given to the “Eng—
lish langnage some telling phrases such as “play
the game” and “behave like a sportsman.” The
application of such terms to the morals of life told
them something of the value of gport. The Britisher
waa very fond of bis games, and he (the speaker)
wonld like at that point to wish success to the
South African cricket team which had just left
these shores. Eopgland had always been proud of its
cricket, and he hoped that when the South African
team returned it would have done something to its
credit. (Applanse) Perhaps one day the Indian
lawn tennis ¢luob would send 2 team of its own to
England and Indis, and wounld bring some lagrels
back.

The Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney. secretary of the
Indo-European Council, said sport brought peoples
together. As an example, recently Eoropean sports-
men in Natal subscribed to send a young Indian
golfer to England for the open golf championship of
the Empire. If anything was going to unite the people
of Sonth Africa it would be sport. The Sarcenet
Lawn Tennis Club was leading the way, and the
day was not far distant whes Indian sportemen
would go to England. (Applange.) There wasalready
a movement to get Indian soccer and cricket teams
to visit South Africa.

Mcr. C. V. Becker thanked the membera of the club
for their hogpitality., “One touch of sport,” he said.
“makes the whole world kin.” Sonth Africa was
guffering from an overdose of politics, but he thought
that in the foture most of their political battlea
would be fought on the playing fields. ‘I think
most of our difficulties will be solved on the field
of aport,” he added.

Among those also present were Lady Dalrymple,
Mr. J. D. Tyson, Secretary to Sir Kurma Reddi and
Mr.C. 5. Rickets; and the following members of
the Indo-Enropean Council: Dr. and Mre. Erasmus
Ellis and Mr. H. Kallenbach, Mr. M- D. Bharoochi
(president of the Transvaal Indian Congress), Mr.
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E. Mall, secretary of the Soumth African Indian
Concress, Dr. Ethel Smith (Bridgeman Memorial
Hospital), Dr. Rose Ryan. Mr. Oswin Ball, Mr.
O'Conner, Mr. Jasmatray N. Patel (president of the
Sarcenet Tennis Ciab), and representatives of Indian

jmmnnities in the Transvaal.

Position Of Indians In South
Africa

Mr. Sastri Explains Fundamental Issues

Visulent Effects Of Colour Bar

A situation which if developed might resmit in
incaleolable loss to Indians in South Africa and
might even assume the shape of a great national
calamity, was vividly described and remedies sug-
gested by the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri
addressing a gathering of students in the Empire
Theatre, Bombay, says the Bombay Chronicle.

The meeting was held nnder the auspices of the
Bombay Students’ Brotherbood, the Bombay Youth
League, the Catholic Stndents’ Union, the Muslim
Students’ Union, the Yonth Lodge Theosophical
Society, the Youngmen's Hindu Association, the
Youngmen’'s Parsi Association and the Young
Theists’ Union.

Dr. Begant, who presided, considered it a great
honour and privilege to preside on the occasion and
said that the andience had some general ideas as to
what AMr, Sastri had done in Sounth Africa, but they,
she hoped, would like to bave something ir detail.
1t was peculiarly fortunate that persons of the type
of Mr, Sastri had gone to South Africa and raised
the status of Indiana in, the eyes of the Europeans,
Most of the Indians had gone there to seek a liveli--
hood which was denied to them in India. Mr. Sastri
had conquered the hearts of the people wherever he
went and raised India in the estimation of foreigners.
It was persons like Mr. Sastri and Mrs. Naide who
would represent India to the onter world and show
to them that Indians were not merely a nation of®
“coolies” but the inheritors of a glorions eivilisation.

Mr. Sastri, who, on rising to speak, received a
great ovation, said that it gave him very great
pleasure to addrese an andience composed largely of
students and he always desired to be among them
exchanging confidences. In their presence he felt
as if he was in the presence of the Goddess of
Learning and was bidden, therefore, to ppeak the
troth and to reach down into the depths of affaira
instead of merely skimming-on the anrface.

Looking To The Fundamentals

In the newspaper world, the world of publie
speeches, in Parliaments, etc., they were, he gaid,
dealing with the onter issnes. It was desirabie to
give some idea as to the fundamentals of every
question, and as an old teacher he thougbt it wonld
he well to give the basic idea which governed the
Indian sitnation in Sonth Africa. The Indians in
Souath Afriea, he said, could not start anew, they
could not write upon a clean slaie because of their
previous understandings. It was impossible to go
back to things as they sicod 30 years ago when
there were very few Indians in South Africa.
During thistime many controversies had been raised,
the position had been examined and re-examined
anda_s a resnlt of conferences and negotiations a
certain position had been reached when the Cape
Town Conference took place abont 2 years ago.
It was not therefore wige to criticisa the position in
South Africa es if the Agent of the Government,
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taking charge in 1927, could really alter things to
their entire satisfaction., That was tho mistake made
by some critics. .,

Coutinving, he said, in all politics where, two
different peoples. were concerned. living under two
: different Governmenta, the  position was to he re-
garded almost in an international standard and it
would not do for them therefore to be tearing things
up by -the roots: and-to .be condnecting their affairs
as though every time it was open to them to go
back apon the past. In international affairs, the
nations were anxions to observe a continued policy.

Imperial Conference

He then impressed on theaudience the conclusions
of the Imperial Conference. which, ke said, was to
some extent chalked -out more or less by Mr. Gokhale
and Mahatma Guandhi when the passive resistance
movement was brought to a conelusion., When that
movement came to, an. end. & .compromise was
arrived at which laid down certain principles and
which afterwards were embodied in the resolution
of the Imperial Conference to which, he referrad.
The Conference  determined : cortain limita, but he
wag.not prepared to say that this understanding was
patisfactory. . The South African Government and
the- White people desired. .to circamsecribe these
limits still further and as the Agent, he had tried to
interpret these Hmits in a liberal spirit.:

. He then explained to the andience the three un—
portant limits, of the Agreement. Firstly, mnder
the agreement Indians in South Africa were within
the. British Commonwealth, - v

-Ope from the .audxence ab tl:ns atage romarked

“Most unfortunate.”, ,,

M. Sastri retorting said: . FQrtunate- or _nnfor-
tunate yon are there,” Continming, M Sastri eaid:
Within the Commonwaealth there were two .or three
features, the Commonwealth was not homogeneous
but a.very  heterogenepus organism, but there was
an. underlying. principle of loyalty to.the RBritish
Crown. It was not. open’to the Agent to behave
in South Africa as though he did not respect the
Cpmmonwaealth and the position of India in it.  Bat
these Dominions were absolutely their awn masters
and each dominion had the powep to dotermine the
composition. of its.own populatipn as.to who ware
to-be allowed to be citizens with franchizge and who
were to be deprived of it

India’s Predlcament

In thm respect Indla was a Dommmn. but India
was not wholly self-governing, and, therefore, that
right was not always exercised in accordance. with
the wishes of the people but in tho interest of the
Government which, he said, was not alwuss easy to
understand. It was clear from this that the Indixns
-conld net claim to shape theaffairs: in Bonth- Afriea
but only the citizens of Sonth Africa eouwld do that.
The law in South Africa allowed diserimination to
be made between one people and aunother, and, in
this respect, Mir. Sastri ‘said Indians stood on a
higher footing. It was not so in Sonth Africa and
even the law conris wonld assert in withholding
franchise for a particular people; and one of thesa
people so marked for that disability were Iudians,
Hence they had no right to say that the pesition in
South Africa could be alterad in a year or two,
He then instanced the case of the Transvaal where
aa early-as 1585, 2 law had been ‘passed forbidding
any Asiatic fromresiding or owning property in the
Rand, popularly know as the gold ares: The law
forbade acquisition of property or residence unless
as domestic servants,, ;.. .

+.. .. Position Not Very Bad

“The position to-day ' _was, as if Indians bad no
nght to live there; but in ‘realily it wuas not so be.
oanon u{ grant, many |m1t115~-nl=eﬂ and lax nppiisation
pf tha lnw; Somg af the rirhers Indisne new liyed

in that place, but the property stood in the names
of some Enropean gentlemen. It was also possible
under the luw for, limited companies to have
properties in the area and some Indian companies
had acquired land in that area, In 1919 they made
another law forbidding even Indian companies to
own land with the result that thouwsanda of Indjun

_fitizens ware now threatened with loss of property

costing thongands of ponnds, Qaile recently a few
Buropeans swayed by anti-Asiatic bias wished to test
this law challenging the rigbt of Indixns already
eatablished in the area. The case unltimately went
to the Supreme Court, and in point of fact the law
was against Indinns being residents of the area
although they were living there. The judgment
recontly made in regard to the same created rejoicing
in the enemies’ camp. How was this to be cared,
agked Mr. Saetri. It could, he said, only be cured
by the making of & new law of indemnity. RBat
there were so many dithealties. Indiang bad no
share in making laws which were entirely in the
hands of the \Yhite people of whom the Datch
people were in a powerful majority, It wuas an
artiole of faith, he emphasised, with the Duatch
peopls that there should be no equality between the
white and the coloured people either in Church or
State. He warned the aadience that a great trouble
might develop in connection with the same.
Compulsory Taking OF Licences

Another little matter had cropped up-in this con-
nection. Most of the Indians in that area were
amall dealeraand they were not permitted by law
and practice to follow other professions. They
were danied all other hononrable ways of lifo, Every
dealer or store-keeper mnst tuke a liconce from the
Municipality, and a licence according to law could
not be granted unless onoe was 4 lawful resident of
the area. 13at in the lax state of tho working of
the law, this had been overlooked and especinlly
the Johannesburg Municipnlity hal bean granting
licenses to Indiane. But the aforementioned Court
decision had made the Municipality to sit up. The
Municipality, however, being anxious to give an
opportunity had now mevely suspended the matter.
In thie connection the apeakar paid glowing . tributes
to the. Mayor of that Municipality whom he con-
sidered as one of his porsonal friends. IE thia was
decided - against the Indians, it wounld resalt in
incalcalable loss to thounsands of Indian residonts
in the area and would bs a great national calamity.

Mr. Sastri was disposed to think that the Union
Government were in sympathy with Indians. Thay
were not prepared for. this. n.w outburst on anli-
Agiatie bLins, - The only romedr sccording to him
was a law of indemnity not by tho Trinsvaal Givern®
ment but by the Parliament of the Union. Ha did
not expect Purliament to:give relief to sl ring
Iudians, and to maks mattera worse. South Africt
was now 01 the ave of ‘& G noral olection "an'l a
friend of the Indian cause hud httle hops to saccoed
in the election,: 1. o !

“Element Of Hope”

[s thera any posslbtllty of a schamna”  aaked
Mr, Sastri. FHe obsnrvad. that there was even
elemont of hope. - Hithorto, the Enropeans who
sympathised with the Indians spoko in isolation,
hat they. hal now formed ,the Indo-Earopean
Leapgue who wore preparad.to appreciitte oxch other's
troubles, and ho was happy to say that there were
very honourable members in it, especially from
Johannesburg. He would look forward to the
asgistance of an organised gronp of Luropeana fo
champion the Indian canss, If Imlians in Sounth
Africi behaved within a reasonable degree 'of
moderalion an caution, and euliziel more sym) at'iy
from Enropeans, he hoped a Jaw of indemnity
Wonlrl nat altopath of ba ndt of prad jont palition,
"Wo hava't be mld, "t aooviace the Waropaun
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. community that it is no part of onra to dispute
their positjop.”, There were yot 80 many resourgces
in South Africs, and it was possible for Earopeans
and Indians to pull on with perfect concord. A
Apirit of mutual econfidence had got to be genmtefl.

 On the whole, Mr. Suetri was dispospgd to entertain

a cheerful view of the sitnation.

Sir Kurma V. Reddi At A
Sacred Coticert

A sacred concert was held in the Grand Bio,
Seventeenth Sireet, Vrededorp, Jphgnnesburg, on
Easter Sunday night, It was arranged by the
Chapel Committee of the St. Anthony's Indian
Mission, the chairman of which is the Rev. B. I.. E.
Sigamonay , and . the secretarigs Nessrs, Sol. I).
Royeppen and Willie Ernest. The concert was held
under the patronage of 8ir Knrma. The large,
enthusiastic and  appreciative audience gave Bir
Kurma a rousing welcome. . - -

The Rev. B, L. E. Sigamoney, in welcoming Sir
Kurma, thanked him for ¢eoming to the concert and
he gaid since bis .(the speaker’s) appointment to
Johanneshurg by the Bishoo of the Diocese in con-
nection with Indlian work, the Anglican Churech had
definitely set out to cater for the spiritual and bodily
needs of the people in Vrededorp. 8%, Anthony’s
Indian Miesion was an established. institation  in
Johannespurg. Last year a _dispensary was opened
in Fifteenth Street. Vrededorp, and unfortanately
it was without, a dactor .but, that, position ., would
soon be remedird by the Diocesan Medical Com-
mittee, of which + Archdeacon. Skey was the
chairman. The English ladies Mrs. Trembath and
Mra, Price, ran a soup kitchen during the winter
mounths for the dispeneary. He had tha.promise
of help from the Stndent Christian Association
through its seeretary, Mr, Oswin Bull, to start social
cluhs for the yonng men and yenng girls. , -

Jir.Karma was accorded a hearty welcome. He
said that Johannesburg was fortunate in baving ‘his
friend,-Mr. Sigamoney, workiog.among them. . He
wasa not on]y a priest minietering to their spiritnal
waots. The works of Christian missionaries and
the noble relf-sacrifices they .made for the mplift-
ment of humanity filled one with admiration, love
and gratitnde. The world will be pnorer without
thew; they contribnted not only money but their
service.  He nrged on all to interest themnselves in
all social work whichk would help to bring happi-
nega into the lives:of mary who may not be blessed
with this workl’s goods. (Cheers).— e Siar,

“ -
. “C.F.A”-
H ! T 4oL v i L
A True Citizen Of The World
The following appears in the. Horizons, the
nceasional broad-sheet of the Primitive Methodist
Laymen’s League, Leierster, and will no douabt be
read with interest by the readers of this journal :—
“All ye are brethren" is too tritely raid and held
by most of ue. To no man whom I' know ars the
words more of essence of his life than to C. F,
Andrews '
Born at Carlisle in 1871, ednrated in -Birmingham
and Cambridge, where he was Fallow and Chaplain
at Pembroke College, ‘Charles Freer Andrews ‘later
engaged in social work at his'college mission. in
Walworth. In 1904 he went to India as one of the
Brothers of the Cambrilge Aission ta Dethi. And
to-day be is without a doubt the best loved English-
man in India. Some of his Indian friends eay his
initials, by which he ia s0 widely Eknown, stand for
‘Cheint's Fuithinl Apostle,” while fae and wide he
s called jast “I'he Christian Ansrawg,"

. S 1 [

Soclearly has C.F.A. identified himeelf with India
that Indians have appointed him Chairman of the
Indian Trade Union Congress, and also their. repre-
sentative on important commissions of enquiry, su¢h
as those to investigate the conditions of the Indian
immigranis in Fiji and Kenya, while especially he is
asfociated avith the weliave of the Indians.in South
Africa,  Here it was that he formed his close. friend-
ship with Mahatma Gandhi, for the two men are
kindred spirits and kindred powers, Each loves all
men, but hates. all oppression. Each believes that
through the power of love and not through violence
are wrongs to b;.l righted.’ o

. 11 [ B

You understand what the word “meek” in ita
truest sense means when you meet C, F, Andrews.
The quiet, self-effacing, soft,voiced idealist has a
burnipg, passion for, love and justice .within him
which is as unyielding as steel,, He, will win his
opponents; he will never force them; but he hmmaelf
will not waver or compromisa., To no man ie gragter
credit dae for the solgtion of the Indian difficulties
in South Afriea than to C.E.A., who won the respect
and goodwil) of the “stiff-necked” in a land of race
misanderstanding:

a © " Lo

At Santipiketan, “the home ,of peace,”  wherg
Rabindranath Tagore. the great iudian poet has hig
gchool, C.F.A, 18 now 2 teacher, who preachss his
Chrigtianity by. his life as well ag.his jyords. A He
has acermpanied Tagore on his visits to the Far East
and to Earope, and one of the most heantifn! of re-
cent books ia the “Lotters of Tagore,” which C.F.A.
has edited. - .

. P P 0, b

The younger generation in the West to-day .fights
shy of emotion. But when C. F. Andrews spoke to
the hundreds of young men,and women at the great
Stadent Movement Coaference at Liverpool in
January last, on “Ruecial Relationships,” he stirred
them 10 the depthe. No one. who then heard,.him
can forget the depth of his appeal and of hig meaning
when, #peaking of the enormitiss of racial prejudice,
and especially of racq. churches, he ended by repeat.-
ing three times, “‘Were you there? Were yon there?
Woera y9# there, when they cracified my Lord?”

This spring G.F.A. is speaking on. Race Problems
in U.8.A. and Canada, before going to British Guiana
to inveatigate the conditiong of the Indian and Afri-
can -population there. . For thess and .other coloared
races he cures just as he cared a generation ago for the
poor in the London slums. He isa citizen of the world.

. P [ I T, 3 - P

“We cannot, we must not, we dare not” {as he
said at Liverpool) “swerve one hair's breadth from
the great charter of homan solidarity and human
redemption which Christ Himselt has given us, for
‘In Him,.....they are all one in Christ Jesus*’”

Q. Q.

. Lajpat Rai Memorial .

*After consnitation with. several friends interested in
the Lajpat Rai Memorial, we have decided to devote
collectioos received as a vesnlt of onr appeat to- the
following objects,” write Pandit Madan Mohan Mala-
viya,-Dr. Ansari and Mr. G. D, Birla in a statemens to
the Associated Presg:— . S A (A

(1) Rs. 1,25,000 for the maintenance of the Servanta of
Peovle Society. - v R

(2) Rs. 23,000 for the completion of the Lai i
Hall which is already half ﬁu'ﬁshéd. e Jalpat ai
" (3% B 50,000 for the consdlidation of the work done
through the society for the nplift of the suppreased clagses;

“We propose to utilizz the first proceeds for .the Brot
object and tbe reat for the sroond rud third, reapectively,
Bsip 4 is open to wuy donor ‘ta earmark’ hin danation,
and g will he ur.illl;ecf ascarding ta bis or bay wish:!
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