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/'NATAL INDIANS’ FAREWELL TO MR. SASTRI-

WELCOME TO SIR KURMA
THE TOWN HALL FUNCTION

\/ N Wednesday evening, January 23, a fatre-
@ well reception to Mr. Sastri and a welcome
to Sir Kurma V., Reddi, the New Agent of
the Government of India, was given at the Town
Hall, onder the auspices of the Natal Indian Con-
ress.
8 The hall was packed to overilowing with 2 mixed
gathering of Europeans and Indians. Delegates to
the South African Indian Cobgress from the dif-
ferent Provinces of the Union were also present.
Both the Agenis were presonted with garlands
and bouquets of the choicest flowers and silver
salvers with addresses carved on them. Mr. Sasiri
was presented with many other gifta from wvarions
public ingtitutions, Mr. Rao was also pregented wilh
an address, in recognition of his services, carved on
a silver salver,

Sir Kurma's Speech

Sir Kurma V. Reddi rose to speak amid applange.

“Words fail me to give expression to my gratitude
" to you, the citizens of thia great city and of this
Provinee,” declared Sir Kurma.

“It was not withont great misgivings,” he pro-
ceeded, “that I accepted the office to which I have
been called. Hints were not wanting—they have
not been wanting even in to-night's speeches—that
the task before me was not merely difficalt, bat
almost impossible, because I have to follow one who
has done o much in the cause of Indians in this
country. I am sare you do not expect from me the
same stamp of service which it was the privilege of
Mzr. Sastri to render you, A born orator, Mr. Sastri
has eloguence which I cannot command. He had
the privilege, too, of serving under a great statesman
of India, the late Mr. Gokhale, whose name will pass
into history, Honestly and truly, I must confesg
that I will fall far short of his capacity, of hisability,
and of his value and work. But us has been said, it
ought not to be difficult for me to pat 2 few more
bricks on the foundations which he has 80 well and
truly laid.” (Cheers.)

Continuing, Sir Kurma remarked: “My daty
involves the principle of service, - What service I
am capable of, I am prepared to render, All of
you know the exact duties for which the Agent-
General is appointed to this coantry. Reference
has been made to the Capetown Agreement made
two years ago. It has been referred to as a gentle-
man’s treaty, and in my own country it is regarded
as a m_)lemn covenant between your Government
and mine. It will be the purpose and daty of the
Agent of the Government of India g far as lies in his
Power to render such service as Decessary—the

gervice of a groom it may be—to see that it is carried -

out in the Jetter as well ag in the 8pirit. (Cheers.)
An Honest Interpreter

“On the very threshold of my entry into thj
country,” he proceeded, “I wonld g2y that to gi;es

India the kind of work I have laid out for myself,
as far as the terms of the Argeement are concerned,
I shall be the honest interpreter to the people and
the Government of India, of the people and the
Government of Sonth Africa. It will be my duty
to secure as far a8 possible a constant and effective
co-operation between the two Governments.

“Reference has been made to the many difficulties
under which the Indians of this country are said to
be suffering. If by this is meant all that is covered
by this Agreement, yon may talkte it from me that I
will do everything possibie to secure the exact termg
of the Agreement. But if the difficultics have
something to do beyond the Agreement, it will be
my daty, my countrymen, to advise you. Ido not
propogs 10 lay before you any details, to-night, bat
I do believe that, apart from the terms of the Agree-
ment, in things which may be of more gervice to
you and to the people and the Government of South
Africa a8 we]l, my service will be freely rendered.

“Education certainly forms part of that Agreement,
but ¥ have discovered that Mr. Sastri has done so
well that it is unnecessary for me to undertake any
new work in that direction, bat only to carry on the
old work. Athough I can never hope to reach the
heights that you did—(turning to Mr. Sastri)—I hope
my work will be of some success.

“If in agriculture my services are required, let
me tell you that such services are available and at
your disposale More than this I do not propose to
say to-night. There are many things in which we
can work together in co-operation.

“I have only one word to say to the European
community in this country. Aoy help and assistance
that may be given to me daring my three years'
stay in this country will not only be greatly
appreciated by me and utilised for the benefit of
South African Indians, but it will cheer my coantry-
men at home,

“There are many people in India who are not
gatisfied with our Imperial relations. You know
that an independence movement has been started,
I do not blame them, but I am speaking for those
who, like myself, believe in the Imperial connection;
and here let us give expression to the joy we 3ll
geel in the recovery of the Emperor of India. There
is ghe symbol which unites India, not only to Great
Britain, but with every Dominion, with every
nation which belongs to the British Commonwealth
of Nations. Together we fought, and on the
various fields in Flanders, in Gallipoli, and on other
fields, our friendship has been cemented by the
blq‘od of yoar conntrymen and mine.

. With the development of trade,” said Sir Kurma,

there will be more intimate relations created be-
tween India and South Africa, and let us hope,
althongh it is not part of my offcial duoties, that
everything possible will be done to bring the two
eoEntries together.

Civilisation carries wide perplexities in its train.
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and when you deal with world realities you will
tind yvurselves in s position from which one com-
mon ixterést and understanding will dévelop between
ihe different racea of this country.” T

In conclusion, Sir Kurma declared: “In this
wonderfal country there is room for'all of you, and
it will be the purpose of those in whose hands the
degtiny of this conntry is placed to see that you are
brought up to the 3leyel of the people of this country.
Therein lies yoir salvation.” (l.oud applanse.}

3 Mr. Sasmi’s Spegch

As Mr. Sastri rose 40 speak the whole audience

stood up for & few moments a8 a tribute and he was
greeted with tumulinous applauge. : .
“Bverything abont this meeting” he said, “is
immense. Its enormous size and the intensity of
feeling by which it is actunated, {He most”éordial, if
somewhat hyperbolie, expressions applied personally
to me, almost deprive me both of apeech and clear
thonght. If I do nof make much reference to what
yon have gaid of me please put.it down, not to my
heing unaware of my debt of gratitude but to an
iniefition to devote the rest of my time with you—
which js now becoming somewhat short—lo matters
of greater moment. .I cannot paes away altogether
from .the personal aspect without saying how deeply
I wasd touched by the allusion .Mr. Ruostomjee made
{0 my wife at home. 1 am happy to think that in
a fow weoks I phall be with ber. And then our
joy will.be heightened when 1 can conyey to her
the extremely affectionate sentiments expressed to-
wards her. 1 have gtayed a fzirly long time now
among you and s8.-] bave nsed my eyes and ears
and on'the eve of my taking leave 'of you it would
be no wonder if 1 had a great many things to impart
to you. Among the many things which have occurred
to me as requiring spécial emphasia ip the necessity
qf more complete unity among all eections of the
Indian community in {his country., There are still
too many divisions than can he good for a simall
community living in a digtant land., 1 would in
partionlsr recall @ certain episode to which it was
necessary for me to refer on an occasion somewhat
gimpilar to this. When I left Bombay I had oceasion
to tell my countrymen of the aplit which had occored
in the political organisation in Souith Africa, "I
then gaid that it wonld be my primary endeavour
here to ecatablish the authority and jurisdiction of
the South African Indian Congress throvghtout the
Union. As you all know that was not a.task by any
means easy. In the Trangvaal much opposition kiad
to be encountered and overcome but ihanks to ihe
palience and co-operation .I have received from
many Joyal co-workers it is now possibls to say
. that the Congress extends its beneficent sway over
“the Tranavaal. Wevertheless I see signs that all is
pot well with our political organieation. Most of
the eriticien one hears 18 ill-informed, uncharitable
and hased on personal rather than public consider-
ations. No organisation in the world is perfect or
is without the need for co-operation and assistance
from all quarters, I do not claim all the wisdom in
the world for the  officials of the South African
Indian Congress or the Natal Indian Congress or
indeed any. branch ¢f the Congress in this country.
It is no more the case here than in India bu$ the
kind of eriticism by which we can improve is that
which is offered in a friendly spirit and I would
request all who are dissatisfied “vith the work of the
Cangress, who, have a bone to pick, to use a collo-
quialism with the authorities of this congress to
come within the fold aud then iry to imrove il. "I
would assure those critics that if they will join the
congress and offer guggestions they will be accept-
able. :That, it seems to me, is one of the conditions
anderlying the success of your public work and the
welfaro of the community. The .Government of
India is now in saotive co-gperation with the South

African Indian Congress and prepared generally to
listen to its advice. I find also that the [nion
Government, for ite part, are willing to recognise
the Congress and accord it that attention and respect
which it has alwaya deeerved. It wounld be saicigal
for any section of the Indian community 10 weaken

- the hand of the Congress, to cast discredit npon ita

work, or to try to change the attitiudé of the two
Governments towards it. ' T tell them that théir
work is not only misgnided but calenlated to do
infinite harm. To the leaders here I would give
{:‘nat they will allow 1 'bave seen inore of the world
and in a position {o judge thess matters more cor-
rectly than they. The Servants of India Society
has been meritioned so often that it would not be
improper for me apon this occasion to ask my
friend (Sir Kurma)' who understands that society
and its work if it is not possible for the community
to start u similar soclety or at least to endeavour to
be actnated by the apirit that characterises the
Society’s work. There are not too many consistant
workers among us to-day. Let those who see fuither
than their countrymen recognige their reponsibility
and work together in much greater cordiality and
co-operation. Itis somewhat sad to see one man
giving way to despair. Another say, “I have tried
my best, it is no good,' and yet another threatening
resignation beciuge people are not of his way of think-
ing. These tendenciea require to be strongly checked.
Our leaders cannot afford 10 give way io personal
wrongs. They must stand together so that the
harrassed Indian community ¢an see that in all their
tronbles they have at their head a small body of
men who think and plan for them and sst aside
personal affairs for their benefit. N

May I eay in my last worde that though good
work stands to their credit they must do better
work in the futnré and it ordér to be able” to do
that there musat bé a greater spirit of self sacrifice’ and
a willingne#s to eacrifice thsir own point of ‘view
when they find that this is riot generally acceptable.
Men are preparedto ‘give up lheir inonsy, I know
that some dre prepared’ to’' give up their wordly
posscesions but thése' people ‘will not’'give up their
views. I'am not, of dourse, referring to matteth of
conscience where ‘every msn ‘is hia own Ruthority.
We all need patience.” ‘T have heard bchoes ‘in this
country of the way very ‘inexpérienced young men
in India gay that ail talk of higher idéals of empira,
brotherhood of the h'hma‘n iace, equal ‘justice and
even-hainded fairness, free scope for iplifiment Bnd
so forth, which ‘ave always held mp’ asiileals seem
at the bottom to be hollow dnd empty, that it is all
mera vaniiy and Lhat there i¥ no consistent eviden'ce
of these higher ends, however acceptable they may
be to our ideals of' godhead, "They set up a cry of
despair. It is éasy to understand, it is eisy to syin-
pathise with this' ery ¢f ‘despondency bit one's faith
in Divine dispensalion must be greater than that.
No one can cast his eyes back on“the history of our
race on this planet without cdming to the conelusion
that there has always beeén some progress or anotlier,
someé step ‘large or smull laken'towards this finil
goal. ‘There have béen, withoul doubt, many con-
trary carrents ‘which you cannot ‘call ‘progress and
there bave been reactions and hackslidings, indivi-
duilly and commanally,” Neverthelésd on the
whole we must Teartt “to have faith in this dispen-
sation for the world bas progressed and will confinue
to do s0o. ‘Buoyed up with' this faith, it is necessary
for us to be patient if 'no visible progress is made
before our eyes. In thede demoderatic'days Govern-
ments and leaders are gnided by whiil wo ¢éall pablic
opinion, but there is ‘evidénce of something much
higher than that. In a ‘ecantry like South Africa
which abounds with energy and hope and progress
it would be a’wonder i[ w'y did not find these ten-
dencies strongly implante., 'Ideas of equality and

und adyice. I am sbnidorto ‘mopt of them and I-

-
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justice have in them & potency, a strength and a
never:failing vitality ‘whith' not aH the reactionary
powers of generalions can eomp,_letely overshadow.
They are in th keeping of a far higher power than
arfything on'earth'and to’ colopérate with that
higheér purpose-of-God should be:our duty,’ ‘when-
ever we see failure to pity. Let your faith stand
for ever in the exalted nature of these ideals. Tpon
ull gider; Bvdn ih South Affita there isample evidér_:ce
that a recognition of equulity and justice is'growing
wider and more firmly established. I would advise
yoti * thédefore, do mot yield”to” despair. Do not
allow people to be carried away withthe idea that
there is no Providence looking afier them, for gnre_ly
no people will ever prosper who have lost faith in
thefF Pature.! We in'Ihdis hive still the dourdge to
g0 om. - Those three points* 1 Would ask you %o
remember—unjon, public spirit, and this faith in
the Progresa. :
And* dw one word to the Enropean part
of- my sudience who 'have shown ‘me su mnc}i
hospitality and cordiality. My word to you, and it
will'hot Ge'long, is : Slabd By the Capetown Agree-
méht ‘and 'the spirit-‘wnderlying ‘it. * “You will
: remember that when'I first "cameé here I implored
5 yoa to give the agreement a chaoce to show what it
_conthined. T eiftréated’ dvery public ' leader' and
politician not o madke the- sitmalion difficult by
condemning it out of hand, by saying it was a mis-
take o by tenouncing it.” I begged them {0 remem-
ber that it Was the ‘Union Govérnment 'which con-
cluded it, that it broke fresh - ground ‘and was
* auitrfed. 1 implored them to let it work fora time and
watch itd operatior, ' T Am deeply’ giatefal that the
community listened to -me. ~During’ the last "1R
months the Agreement has had a fair trial and, may
I say, as 1 am’ how dbout to depart, that it has
abindantly vindicated: iteelf.” This agreemient has
i proved itself to be a pafe wiay of solving the problem.
i I wonld emnphasise that it is not merely forbearance
whidh khonld be observell but it is' legitimate to
expect that it will - reguiate arrangemoents between
India and _Bout._ﬁ Africa- Make up your minds that
this agreemeént should not be disturbed except to be
replited by tomething' bettér." ‘Whit we hdve seen
that-way lies progress and that most appeal te ‘you.
Again I ask you to remember that it-is not the
immediate resalt which must betaken into account.
It i recessary for yout to ‘give p the small in
pursuit of the large. It seems to me -that you will
all fiow see that the sgreement must not only be
worked carefully but i€ possible its lines broademed.
That is my one word ‘t¢ you. I wish I could say
more. I have anothert dpportunity and may possibly
speak upon another aspect. My most helpfal word
is ‘Oherish the sgreement.’ Tt has doné good and
if only the gund.will is shown to it it will ‘do more
good.” ‘Tt will do‘good not only to Soulh’ Aftica but
to that wider sphere of nations in the destiny of
which is really included the destiny of the' civiliged
world. {Applause.) (}

RE RV T
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Messages
The following are some 'of the messages which
were read at -the 'meetling by the President':— "

" Mahatma Gandhi ~

* Wish success; hope new broom sweeps as well as
Old.” A b ey T e T .
Governor General

“1 desire on the occasion of the Natal Indian
Congress farewell reception to Mr. Sastri to express
my deep appreciation of the valuable work which
be has performed in this country. In bidding 'him
God speed and a mafe return to India I ‘desire alsq
to convey to him my sincere good wishes for' the
years o come, and the hope that he may long be
gpared to agsist. his motherland with that wise counsel

and farseeing statesmanship which we have learnt
to expect from him. ot
*At the same time I will take the opportunity of
welcoming Sir Kormna Venkata Reddi as Agent of
the Governmen: of India in' Sonth Africa. His is a
post-which makes large demands fipon its holder,
bat in view of Sir Kurma's distinguished record, I
have no donbt whataver that he will prove equal to
the tagk before him and: fll' with distinctiod' the
position whlich he is to occupy ‘amongat us.” .

Minjster of The Interior

** Am anxions to associate myself most heartily in
bidding farewell to Mr. Sastri and welcoming his
snceessor ' Sir B V. Reddi. 'Both South Afrita ahd
India can be congratnlated on the way Mr. "Sastri
fulfilled their highest expectations and ] am sare
that'his successor will further cement the existing
feeling of mutual gootlwill 4nd frigndship.” LR

Minister Of Mines And Industries

“I desire to convey to the Rt. Hou. V. 5. 8. Sastri
my sincere regret at his departnre from South Africa
and best wishes for his future, The task which
faced Mr. Sabtri: on ‘coming to this country Wwas a
most diffiecnlt one. He however evinced conspicu-
ous ability and judgment. I welcome Sir K. V.
Reddi and wish bim all snccess iin igxis impufrtnnt

work.” :
Minister Of Labour

“To Sir K. V. Reddi I extend my best wishes for
a successful term of office in- the carrying -out au
excecdingly difficult task but one which has been
well begun owing to the outstahding ability and
conspicuons fairmindedness dnd- moderation :of his
predecessor the Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri to whom I now
extend & cordial farewell ' together with my best
wishes that his health may.long be spared a0 that ‘hs
may continue to serve his country and itsa people as
a trne servant of India.” T

Advocate Morris Alexaader M. L. A.

“South Africans are sorry to part with Mr. Sastri.
His period of office hasbeen a glorious success, ' He
has been able to ‘a large extent to banish the twin
-demons of colour and race prejudice which darken
counsel 2nd 'kilt consultation aud co operation.' Upon
the sound foundations laid down by Mr. Sastri, Sir
Reddi will be able to build. ‘May the new era -of
mutoal sympathy and understanding continune to
flourish, and’thi& friendly relations between the 'two
Governinenis now existing be perpetaated.”

Other Messages

There were messages also from the Ministers of
posts and telegraphs and Railways und editors of
the Cape Times aud the Johunesbarg Sfar and

‘prominent members of the European 'community.
i - . L.

Mr. Sastri’s Departure
. SIS s Al RN

The Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri sailed per the
s.8. Karoa at 9 o’clock on Monday morping.! There
were huodreds of Indians and Eunropeans at the
Point to- say good-bye to him. Beidére Mr. ‘Sastri
and Mr., Rao boarded the Karoa they were
garlanded for the lust time by the president of the
‘.Natal Indian Congress. As Mr. Sastri stood watch-
ing from the ship the puople standing below, his
thoughts were about the College which be was leay-
ing uncompleted. Now and then as he saw the faces
of those who had promised donations towards that
work, he reminded them not to'forget to falfil thuir
promises.  As the sicamer moved three cheers were
given by the crowd, which Mr. Sastri received with
his turban raised in his hand., 'I'Le parting seene
was very toachiug and Indians felt that they 'were
losing a great friend and a guide,
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THE CONGRESS

5] FHE ninth-session of the South African
Indian Congress, after a four days
sitting, terminated at midnight on

Sunday last. The outgoing and the in-
coming Agent of the Government of I[ndia
in South Africa were both present at the
deliberations, and whenever any subject re-
lating to any Government Department was
discussed an official representing that De-
partment was also present. The outgoing
Executive gave a very creditable account of
their work during the past year. The con-
donation question was one of the most
“difficult and delicate questions that have
ever faced the Congress and it was rendered
more difficult by an opposition that constant-
ly misguided the people. The Liquor Bill
was another obstinate question. Both these
questions took up the larger portion of the
past year and the latter has been only
partially settled,

The incoming Executive have, therefore,
a heavier task before them. For, in addition
to settling the trouble arising out of Clause
102 of the Liquor Act, they have now to
deal with the very serious position in the
Transvaal where almost two-thirds of the
Indian population is threatened virtually
with the deprivation of its very existence.
We refer to the action of the | obhannesburg
Municipality as a result of the Braamfontein
case judgment. Although this question
affects particularly the Transvaal Indians,
the seriousness of it is such that it will have
to be taken up as a South African matter.
We shall deal with this question fully in our
next week’s issue. It is regrettable that
such questions as these should constantly
arise only to retard the progress of the
community in other directions. There are
other important matters that will claim the
attention of the South African Indian Con.
gress but the first question is that of
existence and when that is in danger other
things remain in the background.

The Transvaal Province who had the
headquarters of the S.A.1.C, Jast year is to be
congratulated for the way it has discharged
its difficult duties and it is to be congratu-
ted also for having accepted it for another
year, Natal, to whom it should have gone,
having been reluctant to do so.

It should be noted that the success of the
past year's work of the Congress was largely
due to the very energetic work of Mr.
Pragji Desai who relinquishes his office as

Secretary together with his co-secretary Mr,
Hazaree. Those who have seen him only
know how he has drudged along with his
work day and night. The community's
congratulations are due to him and his
co-secretary.

Advocate A. Christopher has been re-
elected as president, which goes to prove the
confidence he enjoys of all the Provinces.
The task before him is an unenviable one
and we hope it will be rendered easier by
the support and co-operation of the com-
munity. Mr. S. R. Naidoo is a seasoned
soldier. For many years he has been the
secretary of the Natal Indian Congress
(Maritzburg Branch) and his ability and
consistency are well known. We have no
doubt, he with his co-secretary Mr. E. Mall
who very creditably filled his post as trea-
surer in the past year, will prove equal to
their task, Mr, M. E. Lakhi of Greytown
has not taken an active part in political
affairs but his munificence is well-known.
He is the largest donor in the Sastri College
scheme to which he has given the sum -of
£700. In other commercial funds too he
has been found to be always generous, M.
Ishwarbhai Patel is a prominent merchant
in Johannesburg and highly respected by
every section of the community. He, too,
has never lagged behind in giving his share
in communal matters. Their election as
treasurers is very appropriate and, we have
no doubt, they will be able to report them-
selves creditably,

We wish the incoming Executive every
success in their onerous task in the ensuing -
year,

Notes and News

Sir Karma V, Reddi left for Capetown on Thurs-
day to meet the members of the Government and
members of the House. After a few weeks in Cape-
town Bir Kurma will visit the Transvaal before re-
turning to Durban, ‘

A deputation of the Transvasl Indians interviewed
Sir Kurms Reddi, the new Agent of the Government
of India, last Wednesday on the licensing question
and the Liquor Act. The Agent gave them a sym-
pathetic hearing and promised to make representa-
tions to the Government to secure relief. .

A distingnished Hindu preacher by the name of
Pandit Ramgovind Shastri has arrived in Darban
from Mauritive,. We understand he s a Benares
Brabmin and is a journalist, philosopher, historian
and preacher. He is a Sanskrit scholar. 1t is his
intention, we underatand, to remain in South Africa
for about six months visiting the varions centres
and studying local conditions, after which he will
co-opt with Bbawani Dayal Sunyasi in compiling
several books on Indians Abroad, Any one desiring
to interview the Pundit can do so by applying to
the Secretary, Hindu Temple, Depot Koad, Daurban.
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South African Indian Congress
\/‘Ninth Session Held At Durban

The ninth session of the South African Indiat}
Congresa completed its sittings at the M. K. Gan(!hl
Library on Sanday at 12 p.m. Mr. L Walker Chief
Inepector of Labour, Mr. J. R. Hartshorne of the
Immigration Department, Mr. Tarnbult, Postmaster
Durban, and Mr, Murray of the Railway department
were present during the session.

The most important and animated discnssion took
place on the sitnation arisen in the Transvaal a8 & re-
gult of the Braamfontein case judgment owing to
which hundreda of applications for renewals of
licences have been heid up, The main speakers
were Mr. 8. B. Medh who feelingly related the
whole position and Mr, M. D. Bharoochi who said
that this action amounted to kicking Indians right
in the stopnach,

Thanks To Mr. Sastri

The resolution thanking Mr, Sastri for his ip-
valuable services bad also produced impressive
gocenes. Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjees was tbe mover
of the resolntion. He paid a glowing tribute to Mr.
Sastri and was followed by almost all the delegates
who spoke feelingly on the snbject.

Mr. Sastri, who was garlanded by the President,
elognently expressed bis thanks and advised Indians
to work unitedly and asked the leaders of the com-
munity not to shirk their reapopsibility no matter
in whatever circnmstances they may be placed. He
was pleased to be assured by Mr. SBorabjee Rustowjee
that the College would be completed. y/

Election

The following new officials were elected the
headquarters remaining in the Tranavaal :—Advocate
A. Christopher President, Mr. 8. R. Naidoo (Maritz-
burg) and Mr. E. Mall (Johannesburg) Jt. hon. Secre-
taries, Mr. M. E. Lakhi (Greytown) and Mr. Ishwar-
bhai B. Patel of Messrs. 1. C. Ashabhai & Co. (Johan-
nesburg) Jt. Hon., Treasarers,

The venue of the next session was decided to be

?petown :

Farewell Banquet To Mr. Sastri

A farewell banquet was given in hononr of Mr.
Sastri at the Town Hall, Durban, by the Natal
Indian Congress on Saturday the 26th January.

Mr. Harold Wodeon, Editor of the Natal Advertiser,
presided and there were present about three hundred
people including & large number of prominent Euro-
peana and Indians.

After toasting the King the chairman referrad
to the magunificent work which Mr, Sastri had
accomplished jn the Union. When he left for India
Mvr. Saptri would leave South Africa infinitely the
poorer.

Mr. Sastri’s Speech

Mr. Sastri in his reply referred at the outset to
the kind things eaid by the chairman which he
coqld not accept as they stood,

“In politics,” gaid Mr. Sastri, “you are either re-
warded greatly or not at all. To some persons
honour is added to honour, and in the case of others
that which they have is taken away. For the lsst
few days you bave been rewarding me in both hands
without measure of any sort morning and evening.
1 am experienced enough, however, 10 make a very
large discount from what is commonly said of me,
8iill, I do give a thovght that there are only two

daya more before I go, and that there is a limit to
the burden you can cast on me.”

Ag he heard what wae said, went on the Ageunt-
General, he sometimes cast an uneasy glance where
his Buceessor in office gat. What did the latter think,
he asked himself. [t reminded him of an episode
in the history of India which described how S_hri
Rama, prioce of Agodhiya, on the point of setting
out for 14 years’ banishment, advised his wif.e to re-
main behind in the palace, do her duties faithfully,
but “‘beware how yon praise me to him who takes
the Throne from me,” (Laughter).

Happy Results

“Mr. Wodson seems to0 ba of that class of fast
friends who consider in the praise of those they
love it is not illegitimate to press a certain degree of
untrath into their statementa.

“In work of the natare I have had to undertake
there are many more parts than one, If my per-
sonality were ten times greater than what it is it
wonld still be only one factor of the numerous
things that together go to make up the final result.
It is unscientific, Mr. Wodson, to attribate to any
one of these factora the whole of the potencies that
join together to give us happy results. But I do not
wish even in flattery, to say much about that. But
really and truly, when you come to consider the
problems, what conld I have done? Unless all
the people T have dealt with had had the mind and
temper, moral and spiritwal, to respond to my efforts,
unless, indeed, there had been already in them the
will to do jurtice, what coald I have done ? What
eould 1 have done with people who had abandoned
virtue in a world of virtaes and were determined to
push abead, heedless of what might happen to them
afterwards ? .

“It was my Hiappy lot to find things had been
bronght up to that condition in which very little
wis required to put them on their proper basis. The
South Afriean population, it seems to me, have been
in the right frame of mind. Onb-had only to come
here and talk to audiences in accents -of moderation
and confidence to discover how little was required
to banish misconcepiions and misunderstandings,
I confess to you that I was among those who be-
lieved that there was much more intrinsically wrong
in Soath Africa than there is, and I go back to
India in that belief that the Capetown Agreement
will solve the major problems which confront ua,

“Something occarred to disturb your political .
equanimity. Something oceurred to disturb what
you consider your economic prosperity, and then
things went from bad to worse until your minds be-
came occupied with thoaghts of an anti-social natare
until it seemed as though in South Africa there was
to be racial bitterness as a firm featare of pablie life,
But the aspect of the problem changed and the
natural feeling of aympathy and fairmindedness rose
to the surface to be committed to paper in the Cape-
town Agreement.

Obligations

“The doctrine therein contained was an indication
to the civilised world that the Government was
boand by certain obligations which eonld not be set
aside. These obligations embraced every section of
the community. T
~—NI¥. Sestri referred to the misunderstanding created
by the South African Party that repatriation under
the Capetown Agreement was not permanent. He
explained that ander the scheme one can return
only after returning to the Government all the
money received in the way of bonus to himself and
his family and all the money which had been in-
curred in taking him from South Africa to India,
This was a difficult thing to do and in proof Mr.

Any government that oan for n day enforee its laws without
tetrealing 1o the dewpis for theirjconsnt, is sn sbrolute gov:tramr.‘::.

w Government is not reason, it is not !}oqlldnee—-it is foree!
Lilg fire, it Is » dangerous servant and # féhiit] mastef,<Geurga
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* Sastri explained that it was now eight months since

~ it had been poesible for people to return from India

and of about 4,000 who went away, only 10 applisd
for permission to return. That showed. he eaid,
how far the echeme bad assisted imigration in the
des:red direction of being permanent.

“I bope that the matter will be nnclerstood jn its
troe natore, and that no attempt will be made by
tho South African Party, or the Labour Party or the
Nationalist Party to have the Capetown Agreement
bronght within the controversy during the elections.
(App]ause )

“I have been told by m-my pe0p1e on both sides
of the House that, so far as they are concerned, they
will not use the Endian question as a means of gain-
ing votes. The Agreement, it seems to mp, has
worked marvellously well, and I & rongly deprecate
any attempt to inlerfere with it. On the question of
upliftment a gond deal might still be said, bat I am
tired of diseussing it. Much has been done and
although much still remains to be done, it will not
do for me to weary sou. My friend Sir Kurma,, who
has to begin his life here will perhaps find it neces-
éary to touch npon this matter. I hope you will
extend to him the same indulgence as you have ex-
tended to me.

My lime with. yon has been an exceedmg,ly
bappy-time. T have been met wilh a sympathetic
responge- to my work on .ull sides. Hospitality I
have had in abundance in every part of your beanti-
£n1 _country,

‘‘Just one final remark on behaf of my BUCCessor.
My suceessor. copee from my Province, We have
peen associated for many years,.and I can therefore
gpeak of him wilh a certain amount of knowledne.
He has had a very prominent part to . play in the
affairs of the Madras Presidency, The fortanes of
a great political rarty have been in his hands for
the last six years. He was entrusted with an im-
portant porifolio, He attended Geneva on behalf -of
India, ang I can tell you that in coming to this
country, he haa made a very great sacrifice indeed.
He might again have been a member of the
Madras Government,

“It is prospects of this kind that Sir Kurma hag
get aside in order to serve his countrymen in this
part of the wurld, You inust treat him even as yon
have treated me for the interests which are so sacred
to the British Commonwealth of Nations are safe in
his hands. I leave this country with the feeling of
confidence that the work that I did will be carried
on in a higher level and with greater ei’ﬁclency."
(Applause.)

_ Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee in toasting the chairman
said it was friends like Mr. Harold Wodsou in whom
Indians had hopes for a better future in this country.
.- The faiction terminated with the singing of tha

" National Anthem,—Nulal Adwvertiser,

"'Il‘ﬁ]pl,u 1 T ETIINE

Natal Iadian Congress

LT

Annuai General Meetmg

I

Notice is hereby wiven that the annual
genera meeting of . the Natal: Indian Con-
gress wi | be held .t the Parsce Rustomjee
Hall, Quecu "Street, Durban, on Sunday
24th Febtruary 1929 av 2-j0 p.m.

.. Agenda: Minutes, Secretary’s report,
Treasurers’ Financial Repr:rt, Revision of
Rules Elecnon of “Offii its, - General.

SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE,

TR T Pregident;
/ : kA o ti Han,
.'ga 'ﬁ 'PAJQEIE;HI& }U‘:Er-‘:nrim

Seuth African Indian Congress

Joint Hon. Secretaries’ Report

The following annnal report of the -work done
during the year by the South ‘Afriean Indian Con-
gress wag snbmitted by Mr, P, K. Denal and dnly
adopted by the Conference :— -

We have great pleasure in snbnnttmg to you onr
report for the year 1928, -

From the moment the Iumbarley Eession qon-
cluded, your Execntive fonnd itself in the midst of
a-very agituted community which was ‘moved to ils
depths, principally by the questions of condonation
and the Liquor Bill, ‘

Condonation _

Much of the time- dnﬂng the paat: year was dn—
voted to questions. arising out of  Aet 137 of 1927,
We do not propose to enter into each and every
phase of the condonation of ,illicjt- immigrants. To
do 80, wonld ran into very many pages. We, there-
fore, briefly wonld report that, according to Reso-
lution No, 9 passed at the Kimberley Conference,
a depunfation consisting of Messra, A. Christopher
(Deputy-President}," P, K. Desai (Hon. Secretary),
V. 8. C. Pather, A. Ismail and 8. M. Desni, waited
in the month of February last on the Minister of the
Interior in Capetown. The Rt, Hon. V. 8. S. Sastri,
the Agent to the Government of Indis, with whom
the question on several occasions had been fully is-
cussed, was also present at- the interview. The
depntation presented a memorandum to the Minister
who aleo put forward a soheme of condonation:both
of which formded the-basis -of disonasion -with- the
Minister. Our spokeamuny,Mr. Christopher, pleaded
among other things for every illicit immigrant into
the Union before July 1927, to. be condoned. . The
Minister would oot agree, saying that it- was neceg-
sary that an illicit immigrant should have been at
lenst 3 years in the country before he could be awn-
donea a8 that period was a statutory requirement
even in the case of Jawful immigrants. . Objection
was filao taken to the Minister luying. it dowu that o
enndonee who had not already brought his wifp and
children to the Union would not be entitled to o
8o, but the Minister, after an appeal that it was
wrongin the sight of God and manto ppparate bus-
bands‘and wives and- their children, agreed to re-
congider the queslion -after—the conclosion of the
condonation: -period 'favourably if the.namber: of
condonees were-not too great. -Af-a preventmm‘ot
wives and ¢bildren from joining tbuvir husbands:and |
fathera-was also asviolationof the Reeiprocity Reéso-
lation:of the! Linperiak Conference, tliin in-n. question
thut meriis the- support-of the: Indian” Government
and tho sympathetic consideratiorr of the: Ynion
Minislers; go thut condonecsmnay: fulfil- their duties
of citizenshiprand lead a happy bome dife. 12 ~a1
¢ As it is, the law réquires; if ‘w father idesires:10
bring his minor chiid, the: mother must--accompany
the child. The idea, we take it, is 10 encourage
Indians to live with their families in's the Union s0
that those who formed ’the permunent. population
may lead health normal lives,

ABg 800n a8 the condonation schenie was gnzetted
persong who wers opposed 10 your Congresa place:l
all kinds of interpretations upnun ths scheme which
unsettled the minds of those affected by the schewne.
Your Congresa has at no time held ont that the
scheine was the most perfect or the best. It certainly
gives ricognition to illicits and places them on a
lawnfal fooling.

. Great difcultien were experienced by youﬁ- Exacn-
tive in connection with 4 line being drawn to déline
trom bow far.back .illegal bntrantd had to apply.
"Whe Baeentive felt that o Hnu pvat B demwrr st
3914, the your of the OGundhi-Hmoly Agreement,
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There was a general desire in all the Proviriced that
this line must be drawn; that those who ¢ntered
illegally after the 1914 Settlement should . only
apply. Your Execative were in tonch with Mapatma
Gandbi who cabled to the Agent of the Gpvernnient
of India urging him to assist your Execative in
gottini the 1914 line drawn. The Agent went to
Capetown 16 interview the Minister oni the guestion
and your Execulive.also addressed. the Minister on
tlie question. The Minister refused to draw the line.
Yonr Execnifive continued in their endeavour to
secare the 1914 line. | f

At a later date, however, the Commiésionér of
Asiatics defined who were legal residents in th
Transvaal. The definition gave general eatisfaction
in the Transveal. Your Executive waited npon the
Secretary to the Minister of Inlerior and the Asiatic
i Commissioner and arged the extension of the defini-
ition with the necessary alterations to the Natal Pro-
‘vince, Batthey would not agree to do so. . Papers
relating Lo the cpndonation are. to be found o the
annexures hereto. ., Meetings in all the Provinces
ware held and printed matter circulated, explaining
the condonation echeme,  (Every endeavour .was
inade {0 oxpliin every aspect, of the acheme. It ip
gratifying ;1har 8 very large number,have,, taken..
q;fva,n(age of the, poheme; notwithstanding counter
sgitation on the part of geveral persons.

* Exemption ‘

As regardé Resoldtioh No, 13 thé Depattment of
the Comurpigsioney . for - Immigration  and, Asiatic
Affdirs has promised to deal with this question after
the completion.of condonation. .-Your Execufive
direcled the Tranevaal Indian: Congresd, as this
qnestion. directly, nffectod them, to-deal with it.- The
deputation of that Qongress waited mpom the Coth:
wissioner. of Asiatic Affairs and -discassed at. lengith
the guestion of exempted Indians.. The Commissioner
hgld that where an exempted Indian had obfained a
letter. of exemption on falce representations that
letter conld be .cancelled. That inany Indians had
obtaingd the letter of.. exemption on condition. that
they would do certain kinds of communal work at
cerfain places bot that in fact ,many ,of them were
not carrsing out the gonditions for they were either
{rading or working, as hopk-keepers. or. ghap ,assist:
ants, T,h};t sach exempted Indians shonld spply fox
condonation. 1 Aa there was difficnlty in finding ont
the exact positioy of.: ayery ..exampted, Indian, &
gener.l notice wag published in $au. Indian, Opinion,
the Star and the Bupd Daily, Hail , requegtjng.all
Indiang holding. exemption, certificates tp smake. pro-
visional applicatjon for condonation,..and. the Com.
myssioner promised to deal with each case on its
merits. S sl ag

b e ﬁepatr_iation

-Ascto resolution No. 14-a letter has beexr writfen
to.the Goverument of India as to what is being done
by .iL for-reputrinted Indians on arrival in India and
thereafter, No-reply has yet been recsived though
gha.lguer was wrilion months ago, We have alsg
inquired  of the Agent. The Union Government
sent the Commissioner for Immigration #nd Asfatics
tn_.lndm to investigate, Gun his return we applied‘ to
bim for a copy of his report on- his visit -to India.
He l.'_rd.l ‘replied . to gy -that ‘the -réport: was confi.
dential and for departmentsl us- only-and therefore
h'a conld: natgive ns a copy: -Questions an reputria:
lion were asked .in. the Legislative ~Assembly at
Delbi and the official replies as published are given
in the annexnres, . . .

Northern Districts

S LA 1L L ER I A R T N

Act No. 33:0£,.1927; an -act. to.amend: the davirres

lating to Asiatics in 1he Northern DBiscricts of Natat

48 defined in- Natal Law-Nor-{ of 1903 waB put jitb

' """‘iﬁ 7y thy Goweryt. i mr'%ai’.'# A oue
opnty Dresident in coninnoton with the Natal

. L s TR TR A Sy 1 LA 1 et
Indiah Copliress ip whose Provincs, the Northern
Districts Iig .represented, applicants ?h& ., beep
refuged regisiration before. the ﬁf}a rate sitting at
aii appeal court. i Vryheid. . The, Natal Indiap
Congreas hdndléed this matter which is not yet com-
plefe. oy bt
Transket
In terms of resolutidsi Nd.'g the members of the
snb-committee who, went to Capetown to interyiew
the Minjstér on mnq&ip;tﬁo'g a'lgtg_. ja‘e{;v‘;gygeﬂl the
Secretdty for Native Affairy, at the suggestion_of,
Primé Minister, On the guéftiog of, the intrpduc-
fion of wives by, racq&fg}ll,g; résident ,}n_ yins ju, the
Trangkei and also on' the, qp,eaﬁolﬁ? t ,qj-r_;ézqtg';gt
| . The Secretary fu y_,_&is’qt;lsii_e__) these
ihatters with, yout sab-committee snd promised to
place ;our',reg-giérftat,io'qﬁ', afore. ﬁl_;;e",lﬁ'jﬁlgter.,{ A
proclamation has since heen igsngd bearing on these
questions which you wm‘ ﬁn%g‘mpng' the annexures.
Liquor

their children.,

jil
Resolntion N&. 6 i regard to the Ligdol Hill Wik
promptiy dealt with, Representations were made
to the Miniater of Justice, proteqt .meelings were

held in Jqliﬂi:ﬁn'e_s{b’ug‘g‘, Effetbm'%‘. D‘:?E)ﬁ?;n'; : {;'Y
) OUE women o,

! Mari : urg,
and otHler centfes,in tho. Uniony,, Ot ?"‘7“*‘ 3
held, méetingd and protested, and, in gther, ways

co-apérdted Withi us. . Cablek wire gont to, the Gov-
enrment of India, Indian Naﬁpnﬁ Copgress,  and

yromiinént Indian leaders, to briog pressure on the
Government of the Unioi.. The Agent supported
Xour reprosentation and, as yop kagw, the obpogions
clausg, 194,?’3", deleled from fhe Bi&- oAlihough this
ciguse was delsted, there.,are, still sexatal ,ropteig-
fiong in the Law which very advprgel atfeqt In 'JRB
£ i8, particulaely. so 3391 sp 102 which, deg;
s ndigns,  moptly | Cclonjal-born, from,, earning
ilelr live .hw.i. I tbe Yiagor and catering tyades.
A number of them are already thrown ouj O‘Ra;n-;
ployment in the; Tranavaal,. The Traugygal Indian
Congregs in co-aperatiop, with the, Licensing, Vigtoal;
lers’ Aseqciation madg representations tpgge Linis;
tr, of Jugtice on clause J@PPUM:W@SWM“::&

o grant guy relief., The, Azent has heon yery, m

goncerned with this queition and - hag. been ,ma
renrséseptajkiqiis tQ.the-Unign fover g kﬁ: -;;{hdflﬁ?g
have no donbt, that the, incoming, Agent. will .cons

finue to support; your representations on this matter
until relief ig sqoured. ... 5 _, .y
Housing And Sanitation
A& reflards regolntion No. 19 b5 Hebott o 153
Central Housing Bosrd _was published, on_the 1‘5(;&
January 1929 which has beén well dl"gééi!g?q_ by, gﬁis’
community and if given effect to ‘\,vol'gld improyg.the
housing condition ,of .our pecpla in,_ é?mqpung
Darbun. A copy of the report is included
annexures, . '

in the
o T B
+w, ... Education

-In‘regard to resolation No. 17 the ‘Edueﬁii_t;n En-
quiry Confmission of Natal published its yiport. The,
full subsidy from the Uhion QGovernment for Indian
education was not used for that purpose’* '‘As i re-
sult of the evidence given before the Oémmirsion
w!nch ‘wad-backed- by the Agent the fullamonnt
will-now in aceordance with the report of the ‘Com-
mission be use:l for-Indian edneation’ and: not divert-
¢d to other purposes. . So far the position is an im-
prgivenltansz the past. .. . .. .,

r. Kichlu and Miss. Gordon’ who. came. it cone
nection' with the guestion of ",Ind%n eﬁfcamﬁo:'n
Natal also investigated ihe Indian edugation jn the
Transvaal.: We understand- that he_ msde certgi;,n
representations to the educational anthorities.in_ the
Traugvaal, The dotument was we are told gonfi
dety!i;a!_,anq.tﬁ.u-qt_pr%.we,tln.not kilow thy tettts of
the fapn b tonde By Me, Richlge Mow e o LT

n representation made to the Ministes ni el

[TV
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tion on agricultural, industrial and technical educa-
tion we have bad a reply from the Minister which
is not satisfactory, except that in regard to Transvaal
the Witwatersrand Technical Institute has expressed
its willingness sywpathetically to consider the
facilities for Indians if full details of facilities re-
quired are sapplied and such information demands
B.ction-
Railways

As regards resolution No. 20 the Minister's reply
was communicated to Provincial bodies. The letter
wap discussed by the Exeentive on more than one
ocearion and the Provincial represeptatives under-
took to furnish a list of their Provincial grievances
to their Executive but they have not yet done so.

A complaint had been lodged with us by the
Boksbuarg Indian community at Kast Rand that the
Stationmasier compelled the Indians to buy tickets
at the connter reserved for Natives. As a result of
representations made to the General Manager of the
Sonth African Railways suitable instroctions were
issued to the Stationmaster at Bolksburg,

Posts And Telegraphs

The Postmaster-General in reply to the resolution
passed at Kimberley on the provision of separate
counters in Poat Offices on racial grounds replied
that the separation was not with the object of dis-
crimination but in order to facilitate the work of the
Post Office with different sections of the community.

Labour

As to resolution No. 21 your deputation which
went to Capetown to discuss ‘condonation with the
Minister also interviewed the Minister of Labour
and discussed with him the effecta of the Induostrial
Conciliation Act, Wages Act and Apprenticeship Act
on Indians. The Minister of Labonr said that his
Department wounld sse to the fair administration of
these laws.

It is a matter of encouragement that a congress of
Indian workers—the first Indian Trade Union Con-
grees in this country—was held in Durban on the
first day of December 1928 the convenors being the
Natal Indian Congress. Mr. Sastri opened the Con-
gress, your Deputy President presiding, and among
others were representatives of the Labour Depart-
ment. Trade unions formed by Indiane are all with
an open constifution. The Congress has been formed
for the purpose of organising the workers and
securing for them admission in the existing trade
unions in the conntry and where there is no trade
union in existence in a particalar industry, trade or
ocenpation, to secure registration for such trade
unions a8 may be formed.

The Sonth African Trade Union Execntive and
the Natal Workers' Congress (which is the organisa-
tion now formed by the Indian workers also with an
open constitation) met in Johannesburg on the 7th
January 1929, The Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri and Mr. J. D.
Tyson his Secretary as well as Mr. McGregor, Regis-
trar of Trade Unione, and Mr, Walker, Inspector of
Labour were present. There was free and frank
talk at the meeting in which the representatives of
the Labour Department took part. Mr, Sastri alse
addressed the meeting. A resolution was passed
with our concurrence. The meeting terminated
in an atmosphere of anderstanding.

Licences

As to resolntion Wo. 16, provineial bodies were
asked to supply us with particulars of all cases in
which licences weve refused, whether new, transferas
or renewals, so that the Executive may put a state-
ment for the Agent to go upon in foa ing teptesen-
titlons for a revision of . tlie licensing laws eo tha

the right of appeal to the Courte may be restored to
aggrieved parties and all licence matters. Some in-
formation waa collected in the Transvasl but no
Provioce has communicated to us the information
asked for.

In the Transvaal, following upon the judgments
in the Norword and Braamfontein cases, certificates
of renewals of liconces have been held up by the
Town Couneil of Johannesbnrg, It is estimated
that quite balf of the amount of licences annually
issued are thus held wp. We anderstand that the
other balf were issued prior to the judgment. In
Klerksdorp, Litchtenburg and other centres in Wit-
watersrand, are affected. In Springs a case has been

heard by Justice Krause in which judgment has
been reserved.

The Transvaal Indian commaunlity is in view of
this hold ap very much agitated as considerable in-
terests are involved and their credit is likely to be
affected thereby and if the hold up continues in-
definitely or the certificates refused, a large section
of the community will be rained.

Representations were made by your officials to the
Agont on the whole licence question as it forms a
part of the Capetown Agreement, bnt the Agent was
not able to take up the matter ag he had to deal with
80 many and various questions, It therefore falls to
the new Agent to help us to gat relief in this wmatter,

In regard to the present Transvaal licence trouble,
the retiring Agent has made representations,

Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, P.C.

Much of the Agent's time was taken up with the
condonation question. In all the Provinces the
provincial bodies gave him no rest. One after an-
other new points were raised. and he had to deal
with them so that the people may be sstisfed. He
had to address mass meetings in all the Provinces
explaining the condonation scheme in detail re-
moving the donbts that had been raised in the minds
of the people by those who were opposed to your
Congress. The Agent's offico helped in every wany
possible,

The Agent made extensive tours in all the Pro-
vinces and gave many lectnres to Enropean audiences,
His lectnres on Indian philosopky and literature at
the Witwatersrand and Cape University were very
well received. His lecturer on the Indian Agree-
ment and on the Indian qnestion in the Union were
of great educational valne in onr canse. Hir appenls
to Earopeans to treat Indians jnstly and fairly have
made good impressions on the Enropean pubiic.
«evee. By bis many and varied activities in the Union
ho bas brounght hetter nndersianding between the
two countries. He bas made Sonth Africa realise
that his countrymen belong to a conntry whose civil-
isation, literature, art, and cnllure are in no way in-
ferior to any other country. It is unfortunatoe for
us that he is now leaving this country for India.
.... »In the fature Indians in South Africa will look
to him in India for help and service as they alwaye
do to Mahatma Gandhi, Mrs, Sarojini Naida and
Mr. Andrews, "

‘We sball not forget the' Klerksdorp incident. In
the month of September, while the Agent with hig
staff was tonring the Transvaal province, an anhappy
incident happened at Klerksdorp which is now well
kunown, The incident excited tremendons regret
thronghont the conntry; from varlous parts of the
Union telegraphic messages were received by the
Headqnarterd of the Sonth African Indian Coogress
from several Europeans who had expressed sorrow
at the untoward and unseemingly occarrence, paying
tribute to the atatesmanship aud scholarly attain-
ments of Mr. Saatri:

; ma! 5@%—“ %ﬁ:bwmﬁ sodinta: By fAF MR piwaibsle

o AR T b o T
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The Agent’s Staff

Messrs, Tyson, Rao and Ricketts were of great
help to your Executive and the working of your
Congresa and to them your thanks are due.

Mr. Kichlu And Miss Gordon

The Government of India sent Mr. Kichln ar_ld
Miss Gordon to assist in the edncational enqguiry in
Natal. They visited every part of Natal, Transvaal
and the Cape. Mr. Kichlu pat up a valoable report
before the Commission and assisted in the enquiry.
His work assisted by Miss Gordon was highly
appreciated by the Indian commnunity.

Indian Trade Delegation

In the month of May the Government of India
gent a trade delegation to this country. The dele-
gation consisted of Dr, D. B. Meek and Messrs, T.
Maloney, Jivandaa P, Dutia and A. N, Bose (seqre-
tary to the delegation,) The work of the delegation
was to enquire into the posaibilities of trade between
India and the Union particularly with the Textile
Trade. They had to report 2lso on the appointment
of a Trade Commissioner in South Africa. Your
Congress assistance and its branches rendered them
every possible. Mr. A. T, Brennan, for the Union
Government, travelled with the delegation through-
out the Union. Every opportunity was afforded
for the study of trade in this country. The
delegation left for India in the middle of June.

Thanks

We have to thank many in the Government and
Municipal Departments, the Press, many Euaropean
friends and- fellow workers for help and advice
daring our term of office,

Resolutions

The following resclutions were passed at the
ninth session of the South African Indian Congress
held at Durban on the 24th 25th 26th and 27th
January 1929.—

KIx¢ EMPEROR

That this meeting of the representatives of the South
Aftican Indian community assembled in Conference at
the nineth session of the South Africsn Indisr Congress
in Durban hereby expresses its sipcere sympathy with the
Kiog Emperor in his recent serious illnets and its deep
gratitode to Almighty God for bis recovery and prays
for bis complete restoration to beslth. This Conference
tenders its loyalty to his‘ Throne and Parson.

LanAa LAJPATRAI

That this Confercnce of the South African Indian
Congress assembled in Durban deplores the passing away
of Lala Lajpatrai, a patriot of India, and appreciates his
wany and invaluable services rendered in the cause of
India and her children overseas.

EDUCATION

That this Cooference of the Sooth Africae Indian
Congress assembled in Narban while recoguicing and
appreciating recent efflorts to improve educational faci-
lities th ough such efforts were directed to the Natal
province only respectfully desires to bring to the notice
of Union and Provincial Governmeats the extreme
urgency for the introduction of free and compalsory
primary education and of technical, industeial and agri-
coltoral education throughont the Union and requesis
that steps may be taken in that direction in accordance
with the upliftment clause in the Capetown Agreement.

LICENCES

Lhat this Conference re-affirms the resolution passed
8t its eighth session on the licensing question snd sgain
nrges that haviog regard to the harsh and nojust admin-

istration of the licensing laws in different parts of the
Union in so far as Indians are conoerned, that the Union
Government may be pleased to implement the under-
taking given in the Capetown Agreement to revise the
existing licensing laws of the several provinces.

That this Conterence views with great alarm the deci-
gion of the Johannesburg and other municipalities in the
Transvaal to hold up the issve of certificates of approval
of renewals of licences to Indians 88 a result of certain
recent Snpreme Court decisions on licensing matters
affecting Indians. That this hold up is seriously and
prejudicially affecting the vested interesta and potential
righta of Indians and Indian traders snd asks the Agent
of the Government of India to sapport its urgent repre-
sentations to the Government to stay the hand of the
municipalities until the Government comsiders the whole
licensing questiou in terms of the Capetown Agreement,

Liquor AcT :

That this Conference makes an earnest appeal to the
Hon. the Prime Minister and the Hon. the Minister of
Justice to consider the effect of the operation of Sections
78 sub-section B, of Section 102 sub-zection 2 and Sec-
tion 103 sub-section 2 on Indians in the Union employed
in the catering aad liquor trade. This Conference fur-
ther draws their atteation to the number of Indians who
as a resalt of the operation of the Liquor Act are thrown
out of employment in the Transveal and appeals to the
Ministers to grant administrative relief until such time
as the Ministers may be pleased to repeal the said
Bections.

IMMIGRATION

That this Covference resolves that the ineoming
executive of the South African Indian Congress call for
and obtain from each of it constitments bodies a memo-
randum of grievances and disabilities arising out of
Immigration, Cohdonation and assisted emigration scheme
and to frame a memorendom for snbmission by the
execntive to tue respective Union Ministers at the earliest
opportunity for redress, :

REPATRIATION

In vie of the reports emanating from repatriates that
their welfare in India is being, this Conference feels that
a thorough investigation into the matter shonld be insti-
tuted and for this purpose instructs the Executive to do
the needfol. This Conference further respectfully re-,
questa the Rt Hon. Mr. Sastri to inquire into the com-
ditions of repatriates in Iodia and to commnnicate to the
Executive the result of bis investigations.

INpIAN TRADE URION CONGRESS

Thav this Confercoce of the South African Indian
Congress congratuolates the Natal Indian Cougress upon
the formation of the first Indian trade Union Congress ;
this Conference further nrges all workers in the various
occupations to join the existing Trade Unions and to
foster the forwation of New Unions, This Conference
desires the execntive to continae its co-operation with
the l\worl:ers Congress to ameliorate the condition of
workers.

RAILWAYS

That baving regard to the many grievamces which the
Indian community labonr noder on the railways of the
Union this Conference of the Sonth African Congress
assembled in -Durban respectfully reqnests that the
Minister for Railways and Harbours be pleased to appoint
8 Committee of Inquiry to inquire into such grievances
with a view to affording relief,

POSTS ARD TBLEGRAPHS -

That this Conference respectfally snbmits to the Hon.
the Minister of Posts and Telegrapus that the separation
of races in Post and Telegraph offices is nnnecessary and
burts the enaceptibilities of Indians and this Conference
Buggests that the establishment of non-racial posc and
telegraph offices in thickly popatated non-Karopean locali- -
ties wonld lessen congestion in big post and telegraph
offices and make for less public disatisfaction. This
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Conference aleo suggesta that the employment of Indians
ne pobtal clerks and port men wonld help to fucilitdte
postal departments work. Lo S
LARD QUESTION J§¥ THE TRANSVAAL

That this Oonference {8 6f dpinion that the right fo
purchase 1and in the Providce of Tradavhal ‘Shignld be
restored to Todiany domicited in thht provitce o ds to
give them secority of Iad tenbré o dnable thelh to
attain westerh #andard of sivilizhvion. tifer
earboatly appuala te Goveribent 1o Tepes! 41l Transvanl
Lavws which - prohibis ibdinﬁi frori;"a'qt'lgir‘iyg Tand.”" -
LaBOUR

Ih view ofthe very low fates of wages paid o th®
obikilled 'ldBOu{'efa, this Conferénce supports the appeal
of the Matel Workers ‘Congiesh that the Minister of
Tiabour may direet the Wage Hoard to imvestigate the
conditions of such persons partivalarly in the Natal Pro-
vince and to ‘Lg_.kF' such action as may be found necessary
tp ameliorate their ¢ondition,

IMMIGRATION LAWS _

That tiris Conference reiterates j¢ objestion generally
1o thie principles and incidence of ghe Indian immigra-
tion Iays pn Il?im introdaced to thia country and their
decendants and this Coogress asks for the repeal of such
lawa ¢o that Yndiaus g8 British subjects and in order
that they sy ptdain standards of civilieation, they be
brogght muder ihe ordinary laws of the country. That
the Natal Judian Congress prepere and submit a memo-
randum on the subject for the consideration and action
of the executive. ' o

AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL SHOWS

That thie Conference feels that it would te Penificial
tp the Indian commupity 6f Natal if the Congress will
opptinue to promote agricoitarsl dod industrizl shows in
Natal and to this purpose instructs the Natal Indian
Congress to make tHe necebary arranpements, ‘That
the Natal Indian Congress sal-o approach Kuropean
Societies holding agrionltural and indostrial sbows to
perpit Indians to exhibit at their shows. o

TRAVELLING ACCOMODATION ON STEAMSHIPS

This Confeielice is of Gpinicis thilt The predens nystem
of ‘déck Gdivinodhtion on ‘Steadistiips' plyins 'betwedn
Inflia'lind Kffich i ‘uiihealtby ‘atill rict ‘cenducive 'to the
maril “iibd “m;a‘l ‘hﬂlm'dl: e Sﬁﬁﬁ “Sblnitit "\'ill)iu
vory Jargely” ‘fhtronise these Siedthéhips ‘and “hereb;
recommends to tlié -iheolniog éxeé‘tibi%b‘uo 'lnulie"élic{l
representations a8 may .be ‘mecesaary fo the ‘Shipping
authorities opncerned to improve the accomodation mow

provided and to introduce 3rd clags aocomodation.
OVERSEAS DEPARTHENT

That.this Congress respectfully nrges upon the Indian
National Congréas the néoédsity “of placlog its Oversess

Départmeitt on s working basiu 80 as'to ‘¢nable to be of
nssistarioe bo South Africah indians,

OLp AGE PENSION

That this Conference respectfully appeals to'the Urion
Government that the provisions bf the Old Age Pensiohs
Act be extended to South African ‘Endiade, o
FINANCE _

This Conferenoe resolves that apact from contributions
angd .levies from proviuciul bodies & capital funt ‘be raised
and invested 20 us to briog ‘in'u sofficedt Adral'retirn
to provide for the expenses of the Congress _a!:d thua

make for its smooth and efficiént Workiog.
Wrriess Frun

‘That this Congress.relterates that the present scale of
witness fees. paid in the Law Courts .of the Unjon is
unfair and degrading to Indinns s indians snd should
be besed nob on racial gromnd bub ‘on the status of the

witness.

This Coiiférence .

INTERPRETERS

That this Congress reiterates that it is of the opinion
that in view of &n inYerpretér being ‘expected to be
Quatified in a-verdl laogunges and to assist i the
sdministration 6f josticé and t6 live in ordinary comfort,
the scale of miary fixed dp By the Govermment is in-
adequate and beggarly and atrongly protests aguiust the
Goverimient disregarditig the recommendations of the
Poblic Service Comumission on this subject,

THE RT. HoN. V. 8. B, BAsrry

T'has this ninth session of the South African Indian
Congrens hitrembled iz Durban ax representing the Tndian
community of the Uniotn hereby places on record ite
higheat apprecidtion aud deep Bense of ‘gratitude for the
very invaluable services rendered to the lodiun comma-
aity of Suuth Africa by the Right Hon. V. S. 8, Sastri,
P.C., Agent of the Goveriment of ITudia, who has, by
his gutitanding ‘persopality, his gift of eloquence and his
statésmanship seourtd dot ohly » better woderstandiog
and created a better ‘atnospliere betivesh the Buropean
and the Indian but has Taid ‘a lusting foundation of
friendship ‘nd goodwill between Sonth Africa and
Iridia and Yas brooght the two countries together in a
closer bond of frieudship dod amity. = '

Mr. P. K. Rao

That this oicth session of the South African Tndian
Conjzréss ‘thiavks Mr. P. 'K. Rao‘for the jnéstihable ser-
vices renderdd by bim to 'the Tridian ‘cowimanivy of the
Union, Hs private sécretary 'to thie Right Hoir. 7.5
Sastri, PC.., Ageat to the ‘Government of I[ndia, and
hereby records ita gratitade to the Servants of India
Sdciéty which gpared him ‘in ‘the ‘cause of the Indinu
cbmitfunity anflto.bis-ddar-motitir for permitting him to
come t6 Sotth Africa to assist'and ﬂJFEnce the ‘iuterests
of the commmunity here. ‘
OFFICIALS AND EXECUTIVE

This ninth seeslon of the'South African Indian Coy.
gress hereby places on record its eense of gratitude to by,
officials and execative of tbe Congress for their jp_
valaable services rendered during their term ‘of office.
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL

‘That the execative suggesta to the trusiees of tho
Phoenix Setilement the desirability of establishing an
agricultural aod industrial echool on the settlement and
if tlie ‘trostees are favbuable 'to the sipgestidh, to'co-
operate with them in' the ‘éstablishment of such's sdhool,

MAHATMA GANDHI

“That thm ninﬁh session of the South Africon Indiun
Congreas nssembled in Durban records its profound sense
of affection, gratitnde and love to mahatma Gandhi.

-

THANKS

‘Chat this Counferenoa of the South African Indian
Congress thanks the Committee of the Gaodbi Library
and Parsee Rustomjee Hall for baving placed the Hall
at its disposal for its sittings.

That this Conference thanks the Minister of Interior
and health for the appointment of the central housing
board to inquire into the housing and sanitation condi-
tions in'and around Ourban aud appreciates the impartial
manner in which the inquiry was condncted.

That this Conference thdnks the Ministers and their
adniinistragive' officers for thdir gynipailietic consitlerution
of Indian questiotis, )

That thia Conference is gratefnl to the Government
of Indla, Indian National Congréas, other public bodies
and Haders 'and the preas of India for their interest ahid
belp in the South African ‘Indiins csuse,

"Tbat this Cpnference thanks those public bodies, pet-
gons and the Preea for the intereat they bave manifested
in the welfare of the Indian commupity and for helpiug
to make the spirit of the Capetown Agreement better
understood.
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Powgas To THE FExECOTIVE
That this Congress wmpowers the executive to take all
Deceseary measures %o give effect te the principles in the
foregoing rerolations in #0 far a8 ench resvluuicns fail
withio its sovpe and generally to act in regard te the
vesolnlions as provided in the constitution of tbe South
Africap Jndian Congrees. oo - -

\Tacancies For Indian Teachers

The attention of those interested is invited
to the list of vacant posts in Schools for
Indian children appearing in a supplement
o the Transvaal Provincial Gazette of tue
soth January 1929. :

Applications mustreach the School Boards
not later than tve 16th February .929.

Copies of the supplement may be obtained
on application to the various School Boards
in the Transvaal, or to the Secretary, Trans-
vaal Education Department, Pretoria.

" F. S. MALAN,
Sacretary,

Trawvinl ‘Edveation Departmment.
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