No. 4—Vol. XXVII. Friday, January 25th, 1929. Rugistered at the G.P.0. as & Newspaper.

SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS

NINETH SESSION
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

HE following is the full text of the Presidential  but one nnion in an industry, trade or occupatioq if
address delivered by Advocate A. Christopher. & mnion is to be effective for the purposes for which

The rest of the proceedings will appear in it stands, and that Congress has further agreed _to

our pext week’s issne :— work in conjunction with your workers so that in

Delegates irom the Provincoa'._[n' your name A8 due time so desirable an object will be achieved Etl
representing the South African Indian community, the interests of all workers and of the country in
I bave the honour this day to welcome to your  Wwhich they live. .
deliberations, the Rt. Hon. Mr. Srinivasa Sastri and Lack of educational . facilitiea f.o_r the worker who
Sir Kurma Venkata Reddi, Agents to the Govern- is already employed is the question that calls for
ment of India. practical handling. . . .

Mr. Sastri at Kimberley last year attended your Report of the Natal Edncation Enquiry Committee
sitlings throughout and helped you with his adviee  Will when given effect to make much difference to
and guidance, and now on the eve of his departure, the edncation of a large number of children, the
with the knowledge and experience gained dnring Workers of to-morrow, who are to-day withont
his eighteen monthue of office, he has come to spend  facilities and even in existing sechools there will be
the few last remaining hours before his departure  better facilities, and teachers will also have their-
among you to help and advise youn, We are indeed  conditions of employment somewhat improved. A

gratefa)l to him. part of the subsidy from the Union Government for
Sir Reddi, we have no doubt, will also give us Indian Education in the province of Natal which

his belp and advice, had been diverted to other puarposes, will in future
Bat it is for yon to come to wise decisions on  be used for Indian edacation. The report, however, .

subjects that yon will deliberate on. is not the last word on Indian education. It goes

: There is, since the coming of Mr, Sastri, a better  far, but it does not place the Indian child nor the
feeling manifest in the country on the question Indian teacher on the same footing as the European
of the relations of Europeans with Indians. Mr. child or the Earopean teacher. It is for the Pro-
Sastri has wrought a miracle, for, generally speaking, vince concerned to follow up the question till the
the Earopean to-day is willing to discuss his dif- difference disappears,

ferences with the Indian' in order that they may Mr., Kiechlu and his ¢o-worker Misa Gordon who
better understand the poiut of view of each other, came out and did great service in the case of Indian
8o that they may find 8 common gronnd of agreement.  education in Natal, also investigated the Indian

All Indian movements mmet inevitably tend education question in the Transvaal, but their re-
to western standards of civilisation as under- port, unlike the report for Natal, was not published.
stood in this country, so that in course of time the In the Cape, the Indian education question is
Indian while holding to much that is his own, will nothing like that of Natal or Transvaal for Indian
novertheless be aa much anglicised as the Jow, to be  children generally attend non-European schools and
justly accepted as one complying with western in a few cases have their own echools.
standards_. ] No provision has been made for agricultural,

Education in English and Afrikeans of every man, industrial or technical training for Indians. So far
woman, and child in our cominunity may help us  Witwatesrand Technical School alone is willing to
the.st_mner to acquire the Sonth African outlook. consider the technical education of Indians if details
As it is, the Indian born in the Union is struggling are supplied which will justify the extention of
in that dicection. ) technical facilities to Indians,

But the economic pressure upon him is largely Especiaily in a country like Natal, where 2 large
the result of restrictive legislation and to some extent  portion of the Indian population relies upon the
to hie lack of organisation in the industrial field. soil for its subsistence, agricnjtural education, to-

Indians i_or_ years expres;ed their willingness to  gether with security of land tenure, are imperative if
accept a minimam wage, given equal opportunity. the toiler is to get a civilised living out of his ground.
It is now, however, a part of the legislation in this The would-be Indian worker in an industry,
conntry. Indiane, owing to the lack of facilitiea to  without the facilities for his training, would fail to
comply with the req_uirements of the Apprenticeship  find employment, and if he be in an industry
A_e!._ﬁnd 1t impossible to sell their labour for a  without any previous training or edacational quali-
civilised living wuge. Indian workers are now fication, he faces the risk of being thrown out of
:org:::l;gt:o t:n:t llu;y muydbe in af betthar position employment.

: r themselves and win for themselves a The Sastri College for the training of
?tm in the Sounth African labon_r merket, and until  will servo a very ugeful parpose andgmeett?ﬂl::
mgoet:?e :ﬁpnm that they are 8lven equal opportn-  feit want and the education of Indians for the
alruggl:; 18 country, they will have the harder to  matriculation is also & good objective. But the

Thbe Trad - i training of the mind.and not of the hand as well,
ot o 8 Union Congress of this couatry has  while such training has its usefulness, does not in

your workers and has agreed that there can be  the absence of other facilities for agricultural, indus-



32

INDIAN OPINION

January 251h 1929

tria] ang technjeal education make for the proaperity
nor the wealth nor the strength of & commanity.
It mus} thggefhre be your concern that while you
do everyth: ng pogéible to make the Sastri College
a success, yon must also work for the establishment
of contres where your children may get agricultural,
mdustrml and technical training.

oue of the subjects of complaints for years " There
has beeri pome relief administratively. "The Immi-
grahon Deparfment, [ instapce, has agreed that a
South Afrx'caﬁo;q lnfglau geed only take out algaga-
port if Lie desiren to ¥isit England Indisor any other
country and that no Jonger is he bound to take out
an Identity Certificate, You will be told of gther
relaxations in the Regulations but there remain other
restrictions which cange fncuop.

Out of immigration arose the question of con-
donation of illicit entrants. To thé present Govern-
ment is due the dredit that they pnt ‘forward ‘a
goheme to legalige such’ illicit entrants. ' This gques-
tion Tormed a subject, you will remember, of "a
lorig disenssion ‘at the Kimberley Confersnce last
| vear. Im terms of the Resolution then passed, you#

| snb-Committee appointed to deal with the ‘question
in co-operation with your Execntlve obtained ' thie
best conditions possible in the éirenmslancés, The
Governiment’s Condonation Scherne ivas by no means
the best or the moat perfect, bnt 1t legalmed illwlt
entrants. -

The queation of the admission of wivesand chil-
dren of condoneea who had never entered thie Union
ip in abeyance. Whether they wonld Le admitted

- or not, depends upnn the Condonation figures which
are not vet available. The Minister will consider
the questmn favourably if the numbers are not
large, and it is a matter for your incommg Executive
to negotiate. Your Executive déferred repreaentatmna
to the Ministér on the qnestion on' the adee of the
retiring Agent. '

You inust now, a8 you have always, set your faces
against illicit immigration.” It does the community
no good. "It ré-doubles the activities of the Immi-
gration Department wliich bear somewhat very
hardly upon the movements 6f Indiane ‘who are
Iawfnlly resident in this conntry, oven though they
jbe South Afriean Born.,

Since 1914 to date 29,026 Indians have been re-
patriited from’ this country. The highest ﬁ'gure
waa last yean when 3,477 left. The Commissibner
for Asiatios in reply to a requést for a copy of the
report of his visit to India bas told 'na thdt that re-
port is confidential and’ for Departmental ush only.
We have addressed enqniries to' the Government of
India and to the Agent for information of what be-
comes Of repatriates on' entenng tndia, We are o
far withont ahy inférmation. ' We" should not rest
nntil we ire sitiafled that ‘the repatriated got a fair
dedl from the Govérnment of India and 'that the
Indians who leave the' country do 's0 of thexr own
free will.

As indentared immigration ha.a ceaged and west-
ern 'civilisation is the goal set for Indians, the neces-
gity for the exiatencd of the Indian ' Immigration
Liws can no longer be urged and it is for us to
work for the repeal of all' differential lawa. v

The question Gf the separation of the races in
Governmoat and Municipal buildings ia & source of
jrritation "to Indians, Couvgesdtion ‘brings ' tromble.
And it cin only be removed if 2 greater number of
buildings are put in use to meet the demands of

public interest.

Thé conditions of the railwaye are far from satis-
factory. Though the same charges are made for
Railway facilities, the Indian’ certainly gets  the
worat of the facilitieb. If the Department will set
up a Board or Committes to enquire into the travel-
ling facilities providéd for Indians and others, they :

U I

compartments and the conveniences set aside for
them and also by taking evidence, that Indians do
not get what they pay for on the Railways.

The Licence question still loonmia large. Unti]
such time a8 the right of appeal to the Conrts of the
land are restored. there will he no satisfation or
peace for the Indians,

At the present moment Transvaal Indians are ex-
periencing licensing lrouble following in the wake
of Norwood and Braamfontein cases. The Johannes-
burg Town Council i is bolding up the i isgue of certi-
ficateg of repewnls ‘of jcences to Indluns 'to the
extent of abont half the namber te which Indiana
have eqlabhshed a claim. The other half have
obtained the'licences prior to the indgments. The
settlement of the licensing queation in this country
is ope of the faotora'that Wwill make for a contented
Indian communily, Itis a matter of gratification
that the Central Hoosing Board bas pablished its re-
port on hotising ‘and sanitation in and ‘arognd the
Borough of Dnrban, * The report is notaworlhy for
its 1mpsrtiaht.y. It its terms ‘areé carried 'ont mach
good will follow. The Housing Committes which
was first proposed was also to include representa-
tives of the Durban Cor;iomllon and the Provincial
Council and ‘two Indian assessors, bnt for renaoiis
best knoivn to the Unfon Authorities, the propnaed
Commities was superseded by the’ Cent.rul Honsmg
Board.

Thé restriotions agninst pwnersh:p of lund by
Indians in the Transvaal is a cinge 6f ‘'much trouble
and unhappiness to them.” So long a8 huinan beings
are prevented by unjust artificial laws from uming
land for their existence, they dre bound to seek
ways and | means of' obtaining what. ia ‘'aa much a
necessity to them as air and'water. "There wouhl be
little or ne tronble if Transvaal Indiana are given
the opportunity to settle ‘down in the’ cbuntry a8
part of the permanent population o

‘We ahould on dn educational and property quali-
fication ask the Government for the restoratioh nf
the franchise to e, T'he possession of the franel’nse.
there is no doubt, will reove many of thy’ gri?v-
anced under which Indiane are libouring. -

Bection 104 of the Liquor Bill movod the Indian
community to ita very depths nnd threataned tha
livelihood' of ‘thonsrands of Indians. The Congréng
did everything, holding mectings' in every part of
thé country, protesting aghinet ‘the Section, cablmg
to'the Indian ‘Governinerit and promment leadeérs in
India and ma.kmg répresentations 'to’ the ‘Agent to
support us in our protest. The Agent did all he
colld to help, and his presence andinflnence no
doubt welghed with the Government in ite daclamn
to withdraw the Section, -

The Liquor Bill which has now becoms law con-
tains restrictive clanses and partienlarly Section 102
which at the present moment is ‘giving trouble to
our countrymen emplos‘ed in the trade in Johinnees-
barg.” A number of them have beeh thrown 'out of
employment. Representutions bave been mude to
the Minister but so far without any resalt, The
Agent has taken' up the matter with the Minister
and the Indian’ commnmhy does ‘not consadér the
matter zlosed.

Your Treasurer will put before yon a suggeation
that 4 sufficient amount should be collectad from
the Indian commanity thronghout the Union to
constitute a fund which if capltalised would bring
a retarn which together with “your annmal &nb-
scriptions and leviea’ wounld ‘be more than enongh
to place your Congreas on A footmg ol> absolute
permanence. o

There are other mattera which will also be placed
before you for your consfderation, and [ bave tried
to indicate somé of the  otitstanding questlons
affecting us.

One word more—Mr. Sastri came, saw and con-

wilt see for themielves both by t.lie inspection of the | 3 quered.” No one dreamt the' change of hedrt' could
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nght by any man in so short a space of time,
::t‘:?bag beel; "done. ' There is the rfear 'gltl; us
that the chidnge of hsart may be femporary, bnt it
id not be, if we ]
:::d cause. No good canse for ever dies, Mr Sa'ﬂt.l'l
goes, but like Mr. Gandhi, Mre. Sacojini Naidu,
and Mr. Andrews, Mr. Sastri too will ba oar friend
and advocate in onr Motherland ‘so that she may
hover over us nuntil such' time as we aré' truly and
veally taien into the Soath African honsehold.-

Notes and News

T 4 mesting of tha Darban Town Council held
HX Jast Mondag, Councillor H. H. Kemp brought
forward a resolntion, that the Council accept

in principle the récommeéndation of the Executive
Comimittes of ‘the Cuntial Hounsing Board, on' the
housing of Indians in and adjacent to Durbnq. in ®0
far a8 the conditions op the Eastern Vlei will per-
mit of the erection of two and three-roomed cottages
for Indian occapation thus meeting the immediate
needs of fhe situation.  Counciliors, however, pro-
tested againgt the'mitter being dealt with ot then,
seeing that it was down for discussion by the Cotin-
cil-in-Committec later in the' sfternoon, and a3
Conncillor Kemp gontinned to addresa the meeting,
a namber of them walked out, with the result that
the quorom wae broken. When the matter was
lafér didcnssed by the Coancil-in-Comunittee, the re-
port wus referred to'd spaelal sub-committee says the
Natal Mercury, Sorn -

Writing to the Nafal Mercury on the sabject,
Councillor Kemp states that it was his intention to
draw attention to the fact that afier clearing out 23
houbed tint 6f 120 ¢ondémned as onfit for human
haliitation since 1925, ‘the Counxcil hid done little.
These houses were in Brickhill Road daod wers ocen-
pied by 700 Indiana who aubsequently were allowed
to spread Lthemselyes over the peri-Darban area.
“These houses,” Mr. Kemp adds, “were erected on
Corporation land, and yét we did nothing more.
Somd Houses have bten rebuilt, some reconstructed,
but-the *black Hst' §s etill ou the stocks’ and' cannot
be really iackled because the late Medical Officer of
Health-—an rightly so—told us that, nnless we re-
housed at the samo time 18 we condemned, the evil
woiild epread again elrewhere.”

The Congrees offices in Durban have been ex-
ceptionally” buey during the ‘weéek arranging the
farewell and weleonie recéptiona for the ‘outgoing
and the incoming Agent of the Government of India
snd receiving deleyates from the diférdnt 'Provinces
who have come to attend the South African ladian
Congress which was opened by the Rt. Hon. Mr.
Saatri on Thorsday at 10'a.m. at the Royal Pictnre
Palace and is to close’ to-morrow (Saturday). Wae
weltoime the delegates of all the Provinces who have
agseinbled ih Duirbai’ and hope their 'labours and
thefr'atay Will b fraitfnl and pleasant, = ' -

A farewell reception to Mr. Sastri and Mr, P.
Kodands Rao whowill be leaving these shores next
Monday, and a welcome reception to Sir K. V. Reddi,
thenew Agent of the Government of India, was
given under the auspices of the Natal Indian Con-
grees at the Town Hall, Durban, on Wednesday at
8 p-m. The Congrees officials had exerted all their
énergjes to make this reception a succeeful one and
thejr labours were well rewarded, There are a very
few accasions in the history of the Dugrban Town
Hall when it wag full to its ntmost capacity a8 it
was on Wednesday night. The gathering was a

|

have -faith in ourgelves and in

mixed one of Indians and Earopeans. They had all
assembled there eager to sev and to hear the new
Agent and to héar perhaps for the last time .in this
country 'the silver-tongued orator Mr. 3astri. There
were mesaages from Mahatma Gandhi sad the Union
Ministers and prominent KEuropeans' associating
themselves with the Congress in wishing God-speed
to Mr. Sastri an« according a hearty welcome to Sir
Kurma Reddi.. We hope to give a full report of
the speeches and messuges in'our next week’s issue.

Sir Kurma Reddi was presented on behalf of the
Natal Indian Qongress with an address of welcome
carved on a silyer salver and similar salvers were
also presented to Mr. Sastri and {0 Mr. Kodanda
Rao with sentiments expressing the profound grati-
tude of the communify for’ the noblé’ services they
had rendered. Mr. Sastri was' the réciplent algo of
many other tokens of love and gratitade from other
bodies. )

The Rt. Hon, Mr. Sastri will be entertaimed to a
farewell bangoet on Saturday night as the Town
Hall by the Natal Indian Congress. '

WELCOME !

E henrl;ilx welcome Sir Kul:.nm Vaenkata Reddi
who comes to ns as the new Agent of the
Goveﬂ:'menl". of '[ndia. From the little know-

ledge we have gained of Sir Kurma after his arrival here,
we feel confident that he will prove equal to his task in this
conntry, whioh he is fully aware is a difficalt one, 1T& is
unfortunate that €wo grave issues face bim immediately
before he could- get time even to settle down. They
are the Liquor Act and the licensing question in
the Trainsyaa'l; 8ir Kurma has gaid ﬁﬁab '_l._le- would
follow in 'l.,he footsteps of bis predecessor and barr_y_ q_fx
the great work he bas so ably begun; and he asks for
the full co-operation of the Indian and the European
community as well. Sir Kurma can be assuced of the
fallest co-speration, in his difiiclly and delicate task, of
his fellow-countrymen in this coumtry. It is admitted
on all sides that there are two sides to the Indinn question
aud both the sides must be taken into consideration fully,
While accepting that, it wonld not do 't;é‘afldw Indian
seubiment'lé:t;@ self-iespec_t. to be entirely crashed. The
Goveljﬁmelib'of lodia, L'mfortuua.tely_,‘ha:v'q' not ‘beeu very
much eohgérned' abont respecting Indisn sentiment; in
India and they may quite likely feel it not of very great
importance to do 80 in this conntrv. But Sir Kuorma
we take to be a representative of the peoplé as well as of
the Government of Tndia, and aa sach, we hopé he will
not forget the people’s side. This is a time when no
Indian leadgr witl.l' the siighest feeling of pati-ié;isni
would like to leave his motherland; and it is no small
sacrifice on r,hp part of Sir Korma to have accepted this
exile in t,h_e interests of his comparatively few fellow-
oomit.i:y'men who bave settled out bere. We are pro-
foundly thankfol to him for #his sacrifice on his part
and we bope that bis stay in this country will bé a very
pleasant one and that his unenvisble .task on behalf of
onr brothren will be crowned with snccess,
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FAREWELL!

N two or three days' time Mr. Sastri will have left us.
The thonght will sadden the heart of every Indian
io South Africa to whom he has been more than an

Agent of the Government of India. He came as an
ambasaador of the people of India and well bas be ful-
filled his task. He has enlightened South Africa with
the beat of India. While he has done that with his
great intellectual power and with the gifts that Nature has
go lavisbly endowed him with, he has bimself beea traly
symbolical of the best of Indis. India peed never to be
~ashamed of producing such an illostrions son. We res-
| pectfully differ from Mr. Saatri on some matters as there
; are in Indis too who differ from him in many of his
! views, His moderation and forbearance are at times, we
think, far too stretched, but we know he is absolutely
i singere, His heart is too soft to bear to see suffering on
“gither side, He would wish to gain for us things without
our having to suffer. We believe, however, that nothing
can be achieved withont snffering. Sofferance is the
badge of the down-trodden Indian. He may not inflict
suffering on others bat he will himeself have to be pre-
paved to soffer unto death for right and justice. Never-
theless Mr. Sastri is & great men. The European press
and the people of South Africa have alinost unanimously
bailed Mr, Sastri as being the greatest man in Sonth
1 Africa to-day. This is what the Nalal Advertiser says :
"It wounld be easy to Japee into enlogy over Mr. Sastri,
though it would be difficult to praise him above his
. worth. Yet this remuins trne, that during his stay in
the Union be is, without question, the greatest man in
- South Africa, the ablest orator, the shrewdest diplotmat,
. and, withal, the most accomplished interpreter of one civi-
: lisation to another that we have ever had in our midet.”
* Mr. Sastri also ranks among the pgreatest men of the
British Empire. India has reason to be proud of him
aud hence every Indian is prond of him. Mr, Sastri’s
work in this country has been grest. His mission
waa to prepare the ground for the Agent of the Govern-
ment of India in this country. In working the Cape-
town Agreement he has had several hindrances and that
has certainly arrested its progress to some extenl, One
hindrance was the condonation of illicit entrants which
took a great deal of every eand anxions thought on the
part of Mr. Sastri to setfle satisfactorily. The other

hindrance was the Liquor Bill which was in complete

violation of the spirit of the Capetown Agreement.
This too took np & great deal of time and Jabonr and
anxiety to settle. Much satisfaction was felt among the
Indians in this country as well as in India when BMMr.
Roos agreed to withdraw the objectionable clanse 104
from the Bill. Everyone thought the matter had settled
then and the energy of the Agent was directed to other
activities, In so far as the uplift clanse of the Agree-
ment is concerned Mr. Sastri has accomplished much
in the line of edncation, social service work, child welfare
work and the housing question in and around Durban,
In regard to edncation, social service and child welfare
work there has been more self-help onm the part
of Indiaps inspired by Mr. Sastri than any exertion
on the part of the anthoritics. The latter are
rather amending the wrooge done in the past than
takiog any forward step. The honsing question too,
we ventore to take it, i3 on the high way to a setile-
ment. The report of the Housing Board is satisfactory
and it only remains for the Town Council of Darban to
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act ap to it. These are all the things which Mr. Sastri
will leave with a scnse of satisfaction to his ancoessor to
see that they are fioally settled. But it is regrottable
that Mr. Sastri does not leave quite with an easy mind.
Juet on the eve of his departure two vital issnea bave
arisen which, if not dealt with in a fair and jost
manper, will result in the destitution of several thonsands
of [ndians born 2nd settted in this conntry. We refer
to clanee 102 of the Ligoor Act which bas thruwn ont
of employment nearly s hundred Indians in the Trane-
vaal and to the position arising out of the Braam-
fontein jodgment which will deprive over a thonsand
Indians in Transveal of their present trading facilities.
Mr. Saskri will thus be leaving these shores with a feeling
that all i8 not quite well in South Africa. He has,

_however, done more than his dnty and for that the

community is greatly indebted to lim.

Before coneluding we wmay not forget the great sacrifice
on the part of Mrw. Sastri in allowing Mr. Sastri to re-
main with us for such a long period. Her ssorifice is as
great in sending Mr. Sestri to us as is Mr. Sastri’s in
coming to wis. Nay, it is even greater, for which
the community owes a deep debt of gratitude to her. We
sincerely hope, and in that we are sure we are expressing
the sentiments of the Indian community throughont
South Africa, that Mr. Sastri may reach his home safely
and find his near and dear ones hail and happy and may
God bless him with health and long life to still continue

- to shine before the world as the breghtest star of Iodia.

We would be failing in our duty were we to conclude
this article withont mentioning yet another friend who
has endeared himself to va in South Africa apd will be
parting with us leaving us the sadder. We refer to Mr.
P, KodandaRao who has been the private secretary of
Mr. Sastri. He hails from the Servants of Iudia Society
of which he is 4 member. All those who have bad the
privilege of being in touch with him have been deeply
touched by his aimplicity and amiabitity. Mr, Rao has
been a silent worker and 8o he has not bad the honour to
be rewarded for his services with opplause. Nevertheless
bis sorvices to the community have been great. He
has been a guide io all the Coogress wurkers who will
miss his presence for a long time to come. The Natal
Indian Congress did well in presenting Mr. Rao with an
address in recoguition of the very nseful ussistance he
bas rendered. 'We wish him too bou voyage and may
God bless him with Jong life and hLealth to continue his
noble services for his fellow-countrymen.

Arrival Of The New Agent
Heartity Welcomed At The Wharf

Sir K, V., Reddi, the succesgor of the Rt. Hon.
Srinivasa Saatri, as Agont of the Government of
India, landed at Darban last Wednesday morning
and was welcomed at the wharf by the Mayor of
Durban and other prominent Kuropeans, Mr. Sastri,
Mr. Tyson and Mr. Kodanda Rao, the officialg of the
South African Indian and the Natal Indian Congress
and a large namber of prominent Indians incinding
delegates from the three Provinces who 'came to
attend the nineth session of the Sounth African
Indian Congress.

After being grested with lowers on behslf of the
Indian commnunity Sir Korma was talren to Mr.
Sastri’s residence at Currie Road where he spent a
bunsy day receiving visitors who went to pay their
respects to him and giving intorviews to press
representatives,
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Will Follow Mr. Sastri’s Footsteps

Interviewed by our representative, Sir K. V. Reddi
said he had bad a very pleasant jonrney and enjoyed
the trip immensely. He wua enfertained most
cordially at almost all the ports st which the boat
toached.

His Excellency the Resident of Zanzibar enter-
tained bim to dinner and took him round the town
making his short stay very pleapant. He was a!so
welcomed at Mombasa by the local Indian Associa-
tion where in the evening he addressed a gathering
on the League of Nations. At Daresalam Sir Reddi
was received by 8 large gathering and was very
pleased to pay a visit to the Indian School whiah
was sitnated on a magnificent spot in the Port.

At Beira he was entertained to lunch by the firm
of Messrs. Gordhandas Khetsy and to dinner by
Messra. Poohoomul Bros. At Lourenco Marques
both the Goanese Institute and the Indian Associa-
tion gave a very cordial reception to Sir Knrma and
the Acting Consul General was very good to him
and made his stay very comfortable and bhappy for
which Sir Kurma felt exceedingly thankfnl.

Asked a8 regards his foture work the pew Agent
gaid it was too soon even for an interview but that
he might be expected to follow the very excellent
work started by the retiring Agent the Rt. Hon.
Mr. Sastri. ‘

Lunch At Mr. R. K. Naidoo

Bir K, V, Reddi and Mr. Sastri were entertained
to lunch by Mr. R. K. Naidoo at his reasidence at
Umgeni where there were present over fifty leading
members of the Indian commurpity and several
Earopeans inlerested in the Indian cause,

Mr. Sestri referred in appreciative terms to the
generous hoapitality-of Mr. R. K. Naidoo and took
the opportunity of bidding farewell to friends who
bad been ¢losely in toueh with him during his stay
in thia conntry.

8ir K, V. Reddi expressed his appreciation for the
very pleasant function given in his honour im-
mediately on his arrival and for the opportonity
thns afforded him of making acquaintance with so
meoy friends. He was pleased to see that there
existed no comraunal or cast divisions in this coun-
try among the Indiane and hoped that the time may
come when Europeans and Indians will also live in
this country in barmony as a nation belonging to
one common soil and that there will be no divisiona
baged on colour either,

ﬂ/More Tributes To Mr., Sastri

‘Pretoria News’

The Freloria News in itg issne dated Jap. 11 bas
the following leading article: — '

As the accredited representative of the Govern-
ment of India the Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri came
to_South Africa eighteen months 8g0 a stranger, but
with a high reputation won in his country's service
at h9me and aboard. It i fitting to contrast his
Lcommg_and hisgoing. His reception was cool where
ndeed it was not hostile and snspicions.” 'But thege
}elghteen short months have been one continuons
peraqnal_ conquest. With his presence here, with
all his gifta of character, diplomacg, speech, and cnl-
Lt;l:. theht_)arriers of prejndice which threatened to

iMper is service melted rapidi away,
wieely, by .nndemtalﬁﬁﬁrﬁhﬁgéé'ﬁti{:g g: bSeog::‘l;

fncnn. point of view, which wag the surest way of
'promolmg understanding and acceptence of the

N i et

Indian point of view. In this respect his service
to India and South Africa has been equal. The
public and official Jife of the country has been en-
riched by his presence, and Sonth Afriea will not
soon forget him and the part he has played in
composing one of the acutest of our domestic
problems end placing it in a pesition which will
keep it, we trast, out of the arena of party politica
for wany a long year to come. _

One has cnly to glance back a few years in the
history of the Indian question in the Union to
recoguise the transformation which has been wronght,
in Indizan opinion as well 23 in South African
opinion. If this problem is far too complex and many-
sided to aliow of any completely logical solution
being attained, there is good reason to hope that a
modus vivend? has at least been reached which is
practical and shows signs of permanency. The
credit for this transformation, of conrse, does not
belong enlirely, or even mainly to Mr, Sastri. The
Governments of Indiaand Sounth Africa have played
their part: and the part which has been played by
our own Nationalist ministers, in particular Dr.
Malan, is one which is deserving of the hightest ack-
nowledgment. In face of the strong and unreason-
ing hostility of many of his own followers, Dr.
Malan has not swerved one inch from the path of
statesmanship rather than political advantage which
he chose when he signed the agreemet. But it is
doubtfal whether, but for the presence of Mr. Sastri
and the great presiige which he has won among the
men of his own race here and in India, the practiesl
operation of this agreement would have been the
snccess it has been np to the present moment,

Mer. Sastri, a8 he explained in his faraweil apeech
at Pretoria last night, is now forsaking what unexpect-
edly he has found to be the primrose path of
upaccustomed popularity in South Africa, and is
deliberately launching himself on the sex of political -
tronbles that is at this moment 8weeping over hia -
pative land. The countless friends whom he hag
made duriog his short but memorable stay in our’
midst will wish him don zoyage apd a long and’
happy continuance of his service for India and
for the Commonwealth:

Trading Rights In Transvaal

Legal Position Of Johannesburg Council
Col. Jackson Explains

A considered statement was made to the Rand
Daily Mail Yagt Friday by Colonel H. E. Jackson,
chairman of the Pablic Health Committee of Johan-
nesburg City Council—which committee is closely
concerned with the granting of trading certificates
to !ndians, Asiatics and coloured perions—on the
position Evhich bas arisen in Johannesburg over this
matter. “Twelve months ago,” he said, “I called the
Licensing Committee’s atlention to the issuing of
licen_cea and certificates to coloured persons where
restrictions, by law, upon occupation by such per-
sop% existeld.

oungel’s opinion was obtained, and it w.

the effect that the City Couneil may, on pmmrazv%?
dencg before them, refnse licences to colonred per-
Bons In cases where restrictions have been imposed
by }aw on the ceenpation of property in respect of
wlin.lch the licence is applied for.

The Licensing Committes held that the matter
should be decided by the fall Genetul Parposes
Comumittee, in order that g generdl policy might be

Ty - .
e l-.!:ujm_t,.,,ﬁ?ﬂiﬁﬁ,,?;,:,,.f"’“‘ I elmply w0 be
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laid down for the gnidance of members when con-
sidering applications for coloured persons Yo trade in
the townships.
Objections Notified
“As a resnlt of this advice, the commlttee itself,
in the absence of objections from the publie, notified
numerons applicants verbaliw, and thereafter in
writing, that it ohjectad to these applications under
Section 6 {2) of the General Dealers’ Control OQcdi-
nance of 1926, _ L .
“Subsequently, however, the committes decided
that_tho interpretation of these restrictions fell with-
in the fanctions of the Government in connection
with the issuing of any licenco aathorigsed by a cer-
tificate granted by the Conncil. _After hearing the
cnse of Ah Sopg in reapect of premises on Stand
5005, Braamfontein, the committes gmnted the
licence. Follnwmz on this the objections lodged by
the eominittee in other carey drnpped
*The attorney for the applicant in the nhove enae
{BIr. L. Japhet) challengod my right to sit on thia
case, an acconnt of my pnhhc statements rogardmg
the trading of Asiaties in prohibited pr -operties; con-
sequently I withdrew from the conrt.”
Colonel Jackson then goes on to outline the laws
aﬁecting the qnestmn
“In townships on proclaimed ground.” he sayH,
“the Gold Law operates and atfec's tho righta of
colaured persons, Law No. 15 of L\‘)S Section 133,
provides thut no colonred parson coulil be a licenco
holder. This law was repealed by Law No. 35 of
1903 —*that is the present Gold Law. According to
Seckion 140, no rights may he acqmrod under the
Act by a colonred Derson etcnpt in locatmns.

Position In Townshlps

“Under Section 62, of Act No. 34 of 1908 . the
Government may fix. condltmns for frneholri title on
Gevernment townships which are necessary on, pro-
claimed ground. One of these conditions is as
follows :—

““The Jand having fnrmorly i-aen held as a
right acqoired under Law_No.. 15 of 1893, the
owner shall not transfar_or snb-Jet, or permit tg
be transferred or snb-let, any portion of the land
to any coloured person; nor permit any coloured
person other than his bona fide servant to resile
Lher;-on or in any other manner occupy the
spme.’

Wlth regard to the township of Braamfontein,
that has boen ma. Lo part of the, township:of, Joh.n-
nesbnrg by Act No. 34 of l‘ll)‘i gec. 22. In the first
schedunle Braamfontejn is incladed among the list of
stand townships, go th it gection 3 of the Aact applies
the provisions of the Gold Laws to them. It i3 clear,
sherefore, that stande in Braamfonteid contaln res-
tricted conditions ngainst coloured residents or oceu-
pation.” ! -

“Oolonel Jutkson renarks ihat tl:io quostlon is
vwhotht r the ity Council can take notice of the fact
that residence or ocenpiliion is prohibitéd in a parli-
enlar spot when'an applicalion i3 made for' u certifi-
cate to !rade undar edctiont 91 of the Loéyl Govern-
mibnt' Ordinahce. ““The' Courcil,” he states, “may
refige-to grant a licencéd to trade while it haa power
to ficence: The Couneci) is bound to contine itsclf
to the ground specified in all cuses where the licence
may legally be gmntor‘i

Council s Posmoﬁ

“Phe Local Autherity,” he conlinnes, “eannit set
upon its merd opinion in refasing a liennce, but
must bage such refnsal apon evidence, jastifying-the
eonclusion that tho applicant, for vne of th« reasons
mentioned, 16 mufit (o have a certificate, 'Bat when
it in disclbsed to, or' i3 under th knowledge ‘of, the
Council that 1t Would bie §legal @ kiant & Hesnce,
$he Connnll in bhvind v my oppinjou to refods it

becanse it wouldl not then be a trade which it has
the power {0 licence.

Colonel Jackuon then quotea the following passage
from the epeech of the Right Hon. V. 3 Srinivasa
Sastri, Agent-General for Tndia, made at the banquet
in the City Hall on January G: “([t was trae in the
long run everyone got what they deserved, and that
before yon aak that yoor rights should Le respected
and maintained, be sure that their righta stand in
ng dapger from yoar mnde of existence and youmr
modes of life, nod. your continned presence among
them is no menace to their standards, nor a danger
to their civilisation.”

- Also referring to the qneslmn of trading hcencea.
Mr. Sastri romarked on the anjnet treatment moted
out to Indiana by “inferior local anthorities.” . -.

“I wonder,” comments Colonel Jackson, “if Mr.
Sastri aver visited .the Indian trading aress in the
west end of President and Pritchard Streeta, or in
somn of the auburbs where Indians are gconcentrated in
trading—if he thonght that European: rights etand in
any:Jdanger. from the Indiana’ mole of exigtence and
mndeq of Jife, and whether their continued presenc?
among Europeans is a menace .to our .standard of
civilisation and public: health hygiens.. [t cannot he
disputed that.in all Asiatie lrading areas in this town
properties have depreciated considerably oh dccount
of the Asiatic mode of living,.

il

Kimberley’s Farewell To
Mr. Sastri

Eﬁroiiefm Fuhi_éﬂon

e bore e e e s . I SV e

- Mr, Sastri waa entertnined ot a civip luncheon- at
the Belgrave Hoatel, Kimberley on Saturday Jan, 12,
There wns 8 lwye and representalive gathering.
Those 3t.the main table were Mr.- Sasiri, the. Mayor
{Councillor H. Selomon),.Sir David Harris, M.L.A.,
Mr. 8t. J. (‘nle-Bt)\ﬁ'h." ‘R.M., Mr, F., :Hirsohhorn,
Dr. A. G, W. Comnton, ..Mr. W...B. Humphrays,
M.P.C.,the Rey. A. N. Taylor (Mayar's.Chaplin) and
Mr. P. Dawso (president of the Indian Political
Asrociation).v .o W e aend YA
- :After the. loyal toasts hatl. -baen. honourud athe
Mayon proposed.the-toast.of “*Gur. (Guest."s He aaiul
thatsince Mr..Sastri's vieit towucds:the end. of,. 1926,
when ho was 2 member of the  kndian. Governinsnt
deputation, they in Kimberlay, in general with the
rest of the population of Sonth Africa, had hadl
ample scope to learn to.admirs his,great ability:, and
love for the work which he had undertaken as the
diplomatie representative of that great country—
Indin, Vo

Yeomen Service Td Empire

Thep regrotted thatit’ wus« neesngiry: foro M.
Sustri to retarn home on -theave. 6f° what hiey- gll
hoped would be the cewnpletion of: the. greahy Lank
which he set bimself to performin: Sunth Afriea.
He had laid tho foundation for a better understaml-
ing, of mutoal goodwill.an:d fellowship,- and. i the
policy inaagurated by Mr. Sastri were developad oa
thé lines ha had so clearly indicated, it conld not
but result in the butterment of. the cenditions: of the
lot of Liis conntrymen to the mntoal advantage  of
all in Souath Africa. They inm this country desiredl
development, aad that- devolopment coalil -oaly
comd by ithe mutnal unilerstanding und goodwill of
all the partios to our yonng: nationboos.), -irreapesctive
of colour, ereel or religion, - In endeaveuring to
bring ubout sach n state Mr. Sastri bad done yeomen
girvigo nol only 10 South Africa, but aleo 1o _the
Br'tisl' Empire as a whole. . | |

"Kimborley Lad alwage endeavoursd. 0« muhls
the sxoelluat exsmples sot by thelr grast patrigt—



Supplement to * Indian Opinion.” 25th Jauuary, 1929,

SIR KURMA V. REDDI, KT., B.A., B..

The new Agent of the Government ol India in
the Union of South Africa, who succeeds the
Right Honourable V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P.C.



January 25th, 1929 INDIAN

OPINION -

37

Mr. Cecil John Rbodes—in giving 3 fair :}nd fquare
deal to all eections of the community, withoat dis-
tinction to colonr or creed, and the froits of this
policy were clearly shown by the_mntented fellow-
ship which existed minong all sections here.
“In this City."” said the Mayor, “we are protud of
onr Indian commaunity, for they are, and always
Jaw-abiding and good citizens.” (Applanse). i
After sketching Mr. Sastri’s career ;;nd eulogising
bis work, Mr. Solomon eaid their gneqt had been
aptly described as “one cf the strong pillars of the
British Empire.” ) '
“At Home” In Kimberley
M, Sastri who was received with prolonged ap-
planse, said he had felt gnite at home among them,
and if he might whisper to them, and beg them wnot
to say it in other towns, he thought he was mug¢h
more at home in Kimberley than anywhere else.
One folt that bere there was no discordant note of
any kind, e
They said that he bad been the means of im-
proving the relations between the Indiaps and the
Europeans. There was no need for him to attempt
that in Kimberley. On the day he firet arrived in
Kimberley, his conntrymen had told him that there
wag no cause for him to labour here. He .wouid
fndecd have many regrets in_leaving Kimberley,
But in other places, perhaps, take for, instance, Port
Elizabeth and Eant London, and even to eoroe extent
in Capetown, it conld not be said that the traditigns
of Cecil Rbodes had been carried ont, or, that qu
maxim of “Eqnal laws for all men south of the
/Vambeai" was still an Meal.

[ CAEIT £ TR S O

. “Mischievous Motions”

Mr. Sustri proecoded to warn his hearers of the
dangers of what he termed “mischievons motions in
the hody politie.” - , o .

“Some fellow rather more fancied than others,”
he siid, “perhapa becanse he has the gift of the gab,
or a handle to his name, or some high position, gets
np and starts one of those low, mischievoug motions
acarcely agreeable {o the rest:  Some people say the
less we take nolice of him -the better. We let the
thing pass. The man thinks he has a favourable
almosphere nn¢! he ¢nmed along - repeating it nntil
the worst straying minds in the country, especially
yonog men in school and esmmerce, are anxious to
tuke np anything new, and hefore many mnnths go
by we-find that the man has'a following, - Thet wp
wake up and ask who s'arted this thing ? - Perbaps
for.the first twn or threr. occasions we get up -and
tlenounceit. Next we find we have made a mistake
and then we find that we have let time sweep past
8. [ bave known a- greal many people find it is
ton-late—the seed hag. heen sown, .1 think.you will
timd that in the political. field.- As an: ontsider I
have no right to instenet yon in your polities, but. if
yvon do not keep wide awakn yoo-will soonfind that
Cupe politics are vacillating becanse of this racial
viralence. LI L IR A % BTN

: Racialism Deplored .

“Frr the sake of Cecil Rbodes” appealed Mr.

Saatri, “for the sike of the good work he did and
' the good nume of Kimberley, Jdo not’ let this spread

—kill it wherever you can. Do pot let this thing

grow. The Transvaal and the Free State have it in

abundance—you have not,  Imatead of being carped
by it, throw your suslaining influence on it, an get

tl.m less forward statig to realiso that in tho Qape a

higher* political standard ‘his been reached, and-in

otead of goine Jd+wn 10 them, thiey are to atrogele
upward. (Applagse.) - That, it s-ems to e, is gour
dniy towarJa this thing that lies below the sarface,
sl may cowe vp in viralence, for you may find
th?}l ylon have left it to0 tong, -~- - = =~ - =~ -
ah fonnil in Ca,ietown: is' gros :
anling thyt perhnpucnh:dtx‘w:?::rfu::s rﬁ?ﬁ‘&“ﬁf {i‘

it were possible it were better to rid this country, of
what has besn termed “the Indiap problem.” Now
yon know there is no ‘getting rid of’; you know.if
it cannot be got rid of, it _must be treated in the
most comfortable way posaible; it must be digested,
If [ have the right to speak abont Indians, and I
think you will agree that I have, you will not find
my connirymen difficult to digest.”” (Abplause,) .

Mr. Sastri mentioned that that mgﬁ_t he. was . not
to speak of his own country dnd itd past., “Thij
conntry has not any past worth meationing,” he id
amid laughtet. There wére some things in_his
conntry which they had had for a very very long
time, such a8 the caste éystem. There weré such
things as welllas good thingﬂ"_ . .

The Woes OF India

1t was very good of them, Mr. Sastri went on, to
come and say good-bye. He add his colleagues were
just as sorry to say good-bya, There was no_donbt
that the present was a time full of ihterest and
trouble in India. He was not going to have & peace-
ful and happy time there. He wished that. in the
presence of 80 mahy sympathetie friends he coiild
pour into their ears the tale of the woes of his
conntry. . .

“Bat remember this.,” faid Mr, Sistri_ earnestly,
“that to youn and us alike, there i§ no peed to des-
pair of the problem.  Surely in:India we hive very
mrich more difficult problems to think abont. Do
not let ue be distracted by ibe Indidns in Soath
Afri(n'” . - x _ - 4. e A oaq R

Thorigh the Indiatia in Seuth Africd liad fio vote
and were not lilzely to get it for a good mayy. years
to eome, let them in India have the confidence that
all would be well.- e

“£ T may take that message back,” Mr., Sastrl coh-
cluded, “that theré is no longer an Indian priblem
~—then we shall not forget, but rather remember
each other—and ps you are finding yourselves more
and more to be an intrinsic part of the British Ein-
pire, 80 on oar side we shall soou sottle down to be
a happy, prosperous, and contented member the
British Commonwealth.” (Loud applaass).

Sir David Harris proposed a vote of thanks to .the
Mayor, svho heside ihé enterbiinaient, he said, had
given them the additional pleasure of listening to
Mr. Sastri. e S

Mr. Sastri had been received at first with a per-
centage of frowns, and he was leaving having won
the admiration of the EKaropeans and the gratitude
of his conatry.

“His has been a great mission nobly achieved,”
deslared. Sir- David, v. ..., i1y o5 a0 o

A photograph was taken after the Inncheon.

il I P CO
-+/The Alexandersfontein Function
The Indian Political Asenciation snbs quently gave

RTIE DT L e T

on the covered-inlawh: in front of the hotsll
Ambong those preésent weéra lhe Mayér: {Or.-H.' Solo4
moa) an 1 City Counéillors, Sir David Harris, M.L.A .,
Mr.:-F: Hirachhorm, ' Mr: W, Pickering, Mr. Geo. M.
Bagrell, M.R.C.; (Mayor of Barkly West), and re-
presentatives of the Indian, coloored and native
commubnities: e . I

Mer: Sustri's nioble mission- 86 péacw 'und goodwill
in South Africa was the- note - straak: dni:all the
spreches, delivered -in turn- by -Moassba. - Goo. M.
Barcell, P. M. Dawaen {chairman of the Indianx Poli-
tical Association), I. P. Joshuai (chuirman of.- the
A.P.0.), and Sol. T.. Plaatjs (on behalf of - the- Banta
people). All shades of local opinion regretted the
dupartare of the-Agent-Ganetal to the 'Gavirnment
ol Indaytad tramed (B when be ranined 10 13
land of his birth he would cherlsh bappy inemories

4_____

r

a farewell functior to Mr. Sastri at' Alexanderafqntein/
when a represontative gathering of townspcople :
were entertained to afternoon tea and refreshments/
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of his stay in the Union, and that he wounld long be
ppared to carry on his great work in the intereats of
his people, among whom he was heloved.

Mpr. Sustri, acknowledging the good wishes of fare-
well, thanked all for their extreme cordislity, and
referred to the friendly relationa which existed be-
tween Kimberley Indiane and the Eunropean section
of the population. He said that his wission to
South Africa counld not be fulfilled in such a short
gpace of time. It was a great and difficnlt task which
guccessive Agenis in this country wonld have to
perform towards the people of India. His heart
would be at perfect ease if he conld be sure that he
had done something which would make the task of
his smccessor a little lighter,

“If is not to me that credit has been wholly dune,”
gaid Mr. Sastri, “bnt to the way in which my work
hae been received by those in anthority, whether it
be the Government or the leading men of all parties,
My work has brought e cot only interest, bat a
good deal of pleasure. It is not with a senee of re-
lief that X leave this country. On the contrary I go
away a rather gad man. I have made so many warm
friends in all communities, and I have boen re-
ceived with so much cordiality that ever since my
departure was settled there has been 2 manifestation
of regret. 1 am proipundly indebted to you all,
and I go with the feeling that I am leaving behind a
good many friends.”

Other speeches followed, and after the formnl
votes of thanks had heen passed, the bappy pro-
osedings terminated with cheers for Mr. Saetri and
the Mayor, both of whom during the afternocon
were galanded.

The Indian Six Orchestra enlivened the funotion
by a spirited programme of musical selections,
thoroughly enjoyed by all the gnests, as well as by
those who were paying the usnal Sunday wvisits to
the grounds.

The catering was in the handes of Mr. J. Dengate,
under whose direction the tables wero laden with
many things.

j A Farewell Apostrophe To
Mr., Sastri

(By VERE STENT)

Mr. Vere Stent, at ons time editor of the Preforia
Neiws, is well known to the Indian community. We
have had very few fearless advocates of fairplay
and justice for the Indian commaunity like Mr., Stent
in this country. His open letter to the late M.
Golkhale will be well remembered by readers of this
journal. Hereis an interesting farewell letter to
%r. Sastri which we reproduce from the [Freloria

eWs— ‘

Sastri! Friend of India, sworn of His Majesty's
Privy Council, altruist, philosopher, pietist, myastic,
and exponent of esoteric Buddhism, orator, and
master of the English langunage, wizard of words,
of the East easterly and of the West westerly, dweller
upon the Olympic slopes of thought and, withal,
very practical, modern, and immediate diplomat
and politician—the time has come to say good-bye.

Tt is difficult to write an apostrophic farewell
without hyperbole and avoiding the fulsome which
no one could dislike more than yourself,

Reading your speeches; knowing yon personally,
1 #d wmydolf tvishing that wé, in Bouth Afrita;

—:"ﬁ(goa’#&f hylin ddd thent fitake Achbtw I '-l'ﬂﬂﬂ

za‘i%?

conld hoast of A House of Ansembly, the members
of which approached yon if only 1o smpw amal)
degree, in patriotism, alivnisr, and intellect.  In ali
this U'nion, we bave only one mnan approaching yon
in intellect and love of the country, another, who
comes near in the honesty—even in politics—and a
stendfast determination not to do wrong. even
though good come of it, and onec who imposcs
npon bimself your ascetic regime.
We have no Sastri,

I have no desire to flatter you. Yom donbtless
have your faults, like men of common clay, but we
have bad no opportanity. while you bhave been
with us, to study them, Perhaps that, in itwelf, is a
fanlt. Perbaps your great faunlt is pride in yonr
fauitlessness. However, not to-day shonld we go
fanltfinding.

We've come, Sir, to say good-bye, to wish you
well, and pray that God go with yon until Nirvana
overtake you. While in the Union you have done
a wonderful work. Youn have broken down, in an
extraordinary way, so far as your own people go,
the prejudice againat all men of colonr that doea ao
much to bamper and narrow oar national concept,
When yon arrived you would probably have been
described, by at least half the people of the Upion,
a8 a “Coolie,” which generic term they were
accustomed to apply to all Indians, While in Ger-
raan East a Sonth African Major talked to me of a
“rechte flukse on Coolie colonel.” I once heard a
man in & erowd inquire, concerning 8ir Mohamwmedl
Habibullab, “Wis {8 daardie on coolie. Wat maak
hy daar?” At least one-half these benighted ones
now realise, if perhapa a little dimly, that all Indiane
are not “coolies,” and that India is an Empire, not
only politically and geographically, but an Empire
of cultnre and commerce, art and industry. A land
of palaces and princes, of culture and refinemont,
of the highest civilisation, and, sometimes, the low-
ept, of three hundred million people, a self-contained
entity, with exactly the same national and patriotic
aspirations as any other British Dominion. Anxious
to manage its own affairs, and believing itself well
able to do so. I'nrthermore, there has come to many
Sonth Africans, vaguely but still irressistibly, the
feeling that, after all, to quarrel with so vast a Power
might not be the simple matter it at one {ime seomed.
All this yon bave attained without a single word
that was in the remotest degree likely to give olfence
aven to the most toucby and irrational colonrphobe,
It has been a grest accomplishment, uoon which
you are to be congratnlated, not in the ordinury
conventional manner, with limp bandshake and
mumbled, meaningless insincerities, but earnestly
and honestly and with enthusinsm.

I—and many others—wish that yon conld have
remained some time longer with ws, Yon have
been an example to our public men that could not
have been without ita effect and, the Lord knows,
they need some such good example. You have
been a shining light in literary ociroles, and yon
preached to us profitably in our cathedrals. Yomur
exposition of the attitude of the Buddhists towards
Christ shames the Christian that he shonld ever
have ventored to point out, to the followers of the
Lord Buddha, the error of their ways. You leave
Sonth Africa, also & little awed and ashamed, when
it realises, for instance, that snch an one as you
would not, in the past, have been pormitted to ride
upon our trame or walk upon our foutpaths.

Sastri! Friend of Indin and, let us hope, now, of
this Dominion, go in peuce. The light grows dim
but you have lighted, and left behind youn, in this
South Africa of ours, “such a candleby God's gres
g, 1 trnat, shall never be put ont.’j )

T R



