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INDIAN OPINION: ILiems , of
aws interest and Litersry cobnirl-
Il:nr-ious musb be addressed %o P.O. Box
43, Georgetown, B. G. Feabares and
ether ibemu appearing in this ]oqrnal
do not neceaswrily represent thu.vmfvs
of tho Editorial Board. The B jitorial
colamn reflests the poliey _o{ the
British Guisoa BEast Iudian Ae-

chaos that exists among those that
have had to acquire credits from
private sources. :
of intevest is s» high and the securi
ty demanded so exhorbitant from
private individuals that souvner or
later the farmers succumb tu thess
Shylocks.

aooiation.
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We have been emphasizing for
someLim? now in these columns the
necessity for the creation by GGovern-
mentof an Agricaltural Baunk, iu
order to provide credit facilities to
those engaged in agricultural pus-
suits in the colony.

The Government and its advisers
are so deeply iunterested in the
preservation of themselves and the
present status quo of the population
that thev have disregarded all
suggestions in this direction ; but
we feel it our duty to return as often
as possible to our demand on the
Government for the creation of such
an institution, as it would be one of

" the main levers to any future ad-
vancement towards improvement in
. the general welfare of agriculture
and those engaged in the industry,
which is the mainstay of the colony.

Goveramenk’s negligence in pro—
viding proper credit facilities in this
direction has led to the present

=

We are sure that (Government
would not find it difficuit 10 estab
lish such au instituiion as we kuow
that the euntire population of the
country are in favour of such an
institution us we have had resolu-
tions passed thronghoeut the colony
to this effect some time agn, which
received unanimous approval every-
where.

l We are of the opinion that no
tima should be lost by Government
to.nake the necessary preliminaries
towards the establishinent ot such
an institution,

It seems the Government of this
colony is becoming so reactionary
aud fool hardy that no matter what
are the needs of the people,iv lends
a deaf ear to its pleadings; ruling
like Nazis with its heel firmly
planted on the heads of the inhabi-
tants of the colony especially those
eng.ged in agriculture.

We wonder if those that are
governing us so¢ cruelly do not
realize that timesg are changing and
soouer or later a halt must be called
to this gross mismanagement of the
aflairs of the people by those wha
should not have, such dictatorial

powers. over the people of this
colony. ‘
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ONE PENNY

FABIAN COLONIAL BUREAU
CIRCULARIZES (TS COR-
RESPONDENTS AND
FRIENDS IN THE
COLONIES

Asks to Give Labour an
Opportunity to Demon-
strate Its Sincerety

Dear Friend,

In view of the recent political
changes whioh have taken place in Britain,
wo fels that our many correspondents
oversess would wigh to hear from us, The
wagoificeut Labour victory, ab the poils
resulting in a Liabour Government, has
brooght the honour of being ‘appoiuted
1Toder-Beeretary of State for the Colonies
to our Chuairman, Mr. Creech Jones. I
sm sure that you will sgree with us that
wo are all very fortunate in having Mr
Creech Jones, a proved friend of coloniel
peoples, abt tbe Colonial Oftice, apd wa
awre looking forward to considerable pro.
gress under our new Labour Government.
You will appreciute however,” that there
is po mugical wapd -which c¢au in one
mrment of time bricg mueh needed and
desired reforms, and with the wftermath
of the wur weighing very heavily atthe
momenk, progress may bs & little slower

than we would wish bub come it surely
will.

In spite of the change in Government
the Bureau will bs continuingits activi-
bies along bthe same lines as it has dona
in the past. We shall always by pleased
to hear from yon and help you in any
way wibhin our power.

_The people of Britain are showing great
#illingness to give the Labour Partv a
chance to gprove  itself by - ifs
deeds. [ am sure you folks in the Colonies
will be willing to do the same. Wa hopa
you will be interested in the appeaisal,
which we dttuch, of Labour's work at
the Colonial Oftice during the first thres
mouaths in control,

. The Fubian Colonint Bureau gives you
hands across the sew’” once again,

Yours in comraleship and friendsnip,

OLIVE R. CRUCHLEY,
Overseas Correspondent
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, rican' Trade
. Prospects

?

New Delbi, Nov. 26.—In a-review of

"business conditions in America in September

1945, Mr. 8.K. Kirpalapi. India Govern-
ment Trade Commissioner in New York,
observes that "despite the fact that the War
Production Board and other Govetnment

. agenoied, with the exception of the Office of

+he Prica Administration, have been rapidly
‘getting rout of - the way of Industry’,
reconversion is runbicg into snags owing to
‘aggrersive demands of Labour for incressed
basic wages.” .

-

On the question of lndo-Awmerican
collaboration, he obeerves that “‘generully
speakicg, manufacturers who have plans for
establishing production in India in partner-
ship with Indian nationals, do not propose
to proceed further until the cmrency, ex
change and tavifi situation is cleared up.
Moanwhils, they will seek opportunities to
sond individual represontatives to India to
survey the situation first hand. Manufac-
ture of various consumer goods in Indis
througlh -American - Indian collsboration
remains & practical proposition, but opinion”
is hardening op the issue of mujor capilal
share " resting with American pnrtnar:s_."

. India will benefit most, he observes in his
veport, from the technological advances
made by America by obtaining the services
of key techunicians as and .when this may
prove feasible, . For.the present, howavér,
_practically speaking, no techuicians are
nvailable, . - :

he report advises that, meanwhile, “every
effurt should be made to develop the export
trade of India with this country by testing”
the marketa for uew produocts like silks,.
ragswaie, and silver:
.ware and by exporting as large quantities ag
possible of commeodities in which the Tiade
isalready- establisbhed.” .

According to the report, the wmarket in
second-hand esurplus * machinery remains
“Two dv -three
mouths hence the picturé may change
radically, for many other countries have a

-vigilant eye.fixed on avery promising oppor-

4unity that comes by."

Discussing current prospects for various
Tndino cownmodities, the report observea
that asregards-burlup, the foreign Economic
Administration is contemplating turning
.over the purchase to private trade chanvels,
The shipping position ig likely to” become
easier but there is no pregent indication of
the price and end vse restrictivns being
removed, Iu the slightly altered circum-

stances, private trade may be williog to
take up the puichase of burlap provided
India csn give an assurauce that at least
190 million yards will be available for
dJanuary-March shipment at prices within
the ceilings - which bave been operative
bitherto for American Government pur-
chases,

The demand for epices ig Frirly keen but
4 large consignment recently: Yeceived was
found to be heavily infested with "wervil,
Importers are averse to placing further
orders unlesa they are assured that the
tumeric availuble in Xndia is olean and in
good -condition,

Meochavically shelled cashewnuts. from
Brazil are beginsing to arrive in New
York, Bome exports in the trade bel.eve
that with pioper machinery, Brazil will
will eventually be able to compete with
India; The situation is being watched,

P4

As regerds coir; it ia felt that Atheriean
importeis would have -henceforth no diffi-
culty in .picking up the quantitics which
indua?ry may require from time to time,

Since the war had -ended, the situation
regarding Awmerican” Nuvy's demard for
knpolk bas changed. Future purcheses are
not likely to be made frowm lodia buth on
grounds of quality and price. Indian kapok
has & maiodorous smell and the price 1ules
round about 25 cents per pound, Itis
nnderstood that Kapok is available from

pound,’ S .
f Some time ago there was a keen demnand
for cotton- waste particularly bard wuste,
Importers would like to know the supply
possibilities over the next six months and
the probable export price range,

-~ .

Interest bas besn evinced in certain
quarters it the prospects of imports of
Indian eilk, This is & favourable moment
to send in samples and quote prices nnd to
test the maiket with the help of trial cop-
signments,

There bave been important enquirica re-
garding a wide range of arts and.crafts
products, Necersary information has been
furnished, which will. enable prospective
imvorters to getin touch with likely sup.
pliers iv Indis,— :

(Bureau)

France and Ecuador at 15 or '16 cents »

1ngi§m ‘Languages In The

Colonies
By the Rsv, O, F. ANDREWS

Ouo of the moat interesting atudies is to

| note what may perhnpu be called the tenacity

of ludin languuges to sucvive in the differ-
ont culonies atnoad, where iodians are
assembled in great unmbers. Tho conditions
for such & wurvival ase oftens of the most
precarivus churacter, and I buve kuown
many exumples in my tiavels from one
colony to another where the younger geness.
tion has lost altogether the use of the Iu-
dian mother tongue,
Iv addition to the familiar language which
n_uvbespoken at home, there 18 unly oue
lingua franca which in different forms and
many corruptiveg bolds ite  pluce  with
Eugliah as & common medivin.  This muy
vightly be called Hinduatani, if that name
muy be used for m sprech which no one
would recoguise a8 pure Hindi or pure Urdu,
though both laugusges have gone to com-
pose it, The corruption haa chiefly bean
oaused by the introduction of , ‘pidgin’
Enl'zliah.. To give a single instance, iustead
of "Main bimar ho gaya’ we used Lo got in
Fiji, Main ‘sickman ho gaya' It was
necessary, éven foran E.glishuno like my-
sell, to learn these stisnge corrugtious, be-
¢ausc they are pronounced in sugh a mrnner
that at first they are hardly recoguisable,
In the old days of judenture, Indians in
Fiji divided themselves into two catego ten,
grimit-wala and khalas. A grimit-wala
was one who came out under au agreement,
or indenture, Hhalas mennt one who wnn
free, The word ‘fiec.man’ had come into
use u8 [cequently a8 Khalas. '
* Such wan the state of thiugs when [ first
visited Fiji along with Mr. W. W, Peacson,
It. seemed to us then, that the Indian lan-
guages would soon become nltogether lost
in a jungle of ‘pidgin' Euglish, But u
quite rematkable revival bus taken pluge.
Owiog a gieat deal to the efforta of the
Arya Samnj, and alto to the pains taken
by the inspector of Indian Schools, Mr, A,
Macwillan, the Hiudustani ‘that is now
learnt is simple and grammatical. Also in
the Nadi District, whete a lnige number of
gettlers from Bouth India have made their
homes, a special scheol for Lumil children
hos besn maiutained with splendid en-
thusiasm. Iam not quite sure about the
latest developments, but provision bas been
made to teach Tamil children their own
lavgusge and Urdu is taught in Muslim
scheols. Compared with whut we found in
1915 an immense iwprovement can be

regognised.
{To be Continued)
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Assaciation to write on the above subject.

Oa the 18th day of July, 1928, the
Cuurt of Policy and combined Court were
sbolished for a new conatitution popularly
referred to as the 1928 Constitution or
"Crown Colony Govermuent.

The then Governor (Sir Creil Radwell)
_and the then Secretary of States for the
UCulonies (Mr. Amery) and a great many
uthets expressed the view that the change
tnean no end to politieal stagnation and
t.o‘po.'iticul sbaguation ahd that 8 new ora
for progress for the colony was usheu:gd .
The die-hards then, no different from
those of today howsver, thought otherwise. ]
Instend of progre-s thay saw retrogressioun,
They siw a curtsilment of the vox populi
through their representutives, They realised
as we curselves also alio huve by now
come to’ realise that thé policy of the-Gov-
ernment of the Colony wdas one to be
shuped and carried out by the Coulonial
Office. Ths slected representatives of the
pevple were always iu the minority aud

Gulana e

-|attention upon any measure

lature will show: thd pésition :6f the elected
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progress resulted from’ the 1928-chnnga
dver in the Constitution, On the other hand.
problems  inoreased both: in npumbers wnd
their magnitude and condmons generally
becama worsg, .. T

‘WEST INDIA ROYAL COMMISSION

A Wast. l'ndm ‘Royal Oommlsswn was
appointed in August "1938, to investigata -
the Social and Economic conditlo:ns acd
matters connected therewith in Brltlsh
Guiana,  Jamnica, ’.l?umdad and’ ¢ertain’
other West Tudian Oolonles. ‘and to make -
recommwmendations.  This Gommtssmn how-"
ever feltt.hey were-bound to exténd their’
enquiry -into the political issues ‘of _ and

" {chiefly becauss they found the people i’
Iam glad of the opportumty given mefwhat mmle matters worse was when some
by the invitation of the Executive of thelof the electives were not’ truly representa-:

[tive of the’ intefeats -of the péople, “The

result s we have kean in the lagt 15 yenrs
or inore wasethib a few elected ' members
who champmned the cause “of the peopls in
ene measure or atiother were able to
acconplished no raore than fueussing public
which they
championed.. And, public opiuion-. which
could have been. truly described. as being
ivdifferent - became -more . judifferent by
this atabe of things.- .- . . . ., -

IHE 19"8 CONSTITUTION .

A glanceat the constitution of the Legiy

block, By thé 1928 Cunstitution the.Court;
was nade up of “thé Goverhor ag president
with a caating vote,” 10 Ofiicial membem.
nominated by the Gofernor exe-pt- for the
Coloninl Secretiry and the Attorney Gen-
e1al who were Ex Qfficio membersy5 un-
official’ members nominnted- by -the Guver
nor aud 14 elected members e K

-
.

T It can Snfely be sand tbat Jlttl& ot nn

= -
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the social and economic problems. o

these parts wishing to have.a larger voicé in

‘political issues wers closely bound up’ wnbh

r— . .

Tlus commissioa, wluch ean’ be smd to be

onié of the,ablest, if not tha ablast and most ¢

well-balanced to visit these parts made a T
very thorough investigation of matters and

recommendations "werd extremely “satisfue:. *

tory and ‘welcome and™ prowmised ‘drastier -
.| ehanges of " far-reaclung eﬂ-ct and 1mpor'
. t.anc&.

Foaden L gt

recommenditions, .
the recommenddtion that™*'Official represeif'— =
tation i the Legislative Uuunclls stivuld b9~
configed to the, Qulonial .
hemsujer and the At.tomey Geqera] anu v

T

T shall deul ‘with &' Tew aspects “of these '
Of firat “importance -is-

Secrot.ary. the

.......

t.hu result.mg vacanc:es ,ﬁllen )y "~ nomings'

tant sections and i mbarests oE the cummnmty

racewe adequate repreae:.natwn TP b
;. R

T

pand T

Thls —recommendahom WAG. lmplemanted
'Btifish Guiana, Constitution of 1928, - On

changes in the Oonsmut.:on ,came inte: for(q

) (Gontmued on page 4)
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Coustitutional Reforms ‘for.. ‘the' Colome.-.‘ '

tions™, which would * "ensure ‘that all xmpmﬁ ;

S.

:n ‘this Oolony -by :the amendment of the .

P
LRt
2

ks

their own affiiics and hecause ‘they felt the.’ o

-

their recommendations onthe Constifution- -
al probléms like nearly all.'of “their "other . -

‘1928 CONSTIIUTION AMENDED we

1

the 13th. day of Aprit 1943 _these 3 JDew. -

;f'- Merchandlse e

Water Sl,_reet; Géorgenovﬁn'.‘;.; .
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Recent_ Constitutional :
Changes And Issues-And
The Question Of Self-
Government For British
v Guiana

{Coutivuned fr.bm page 3)‘ _

and it can be said that they wire a definite
step forward towards Self-Government. All
the eight nominated Official Seats were
abolished and the Celonial Trensurer was
added: to the Ex Officio group. This there-
fore crented seven vacancies to be filled by
nominated unofficial roen, ‘But the nmended
constitution only provided for 2 of these
vacancies to be filled, These changes have
put the elected group in the majority, al~
though it ig a small majority which can be
offset by any two electives swinging over
to the other side. o
i

On’ this point I wust. comment that
though - T would prefer the seven vacancies
to be filled -by elected members i.e, that
the elected group be increased to 21, I am
at a “loss to know wby all the T vacanciés
" were not fillod by pominations in the spiiit
of the recommendsations.

Ts it because the elected majority “might
further be strengthened, or is it to auill
place Qovernment as pearly as poesible ip
the position it was before the 12th. April
194382 . - e .

‘We must be quite willing to concede that
the imperial Government has speut and
still epends considerable sums in_ the ‘‘de-
welopment’? of our Colony and therefore it
would be ib the interest.-of the taxpayer
in Great Britain to see that the complete
contiol of ‘the colony is not transferred
away—a fact which makes me feel that it
wonld be avery very long time indeed
before thie Oolony gets Self Governwent
if at all, IR -

‘Bo that, we sce the further safeguard
to tha Imperial Government in that the
‘Governor of the Colony remains vested by
the amended .Conatitution with a.very wide
power. of veto of any mearure which may
be pacged Ly any majority of the Courg,

- UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFRAGE

The next important recommendation
on Constitutiopal matters is to .be found

in 28 (d)2!" ‘Chat in order.to secure that
the elected element in Legislative Councils
shall be as truly representative as possible,
thould -be the intro-

the object of policy
duction of Uviversal Adult Suffiage.”

Because some of the commissioners felt,

Universal Adult Sulfiage sbould be intro-
~ duced immediately, while others felt it
should be by gradudl stages it won recom-
mended that Local ¢ommittees be nppointed

i .

" Comwittees were appointed in Jamnica,
Trinidad and Britisk' Guiana among other
places, and we have lewrnt that in Jamsics
and Trinidad it wa® recommended and has
been confirmed by the Secretary of States
for the Oolonits that Universal Adult
Suffrage be intioduced. Genersl elections
have already been carried outip Jamaica

without" any difficulty on Uuiversal Adult]

Suffrage, - ,

‘FRANCHISE COMMISSION OF 1941

Biitish Guiana'd committea (The Fran-
chise Commission, 1941) appoiuted on the
26th May 1941, rubmitted a8 late as the
28th February, 1944, a majority rcommen-
dation for a lowered Franchise only which
was confirmced by the Becretary of Btates
for the Colonies, Recommendation 28 (d)
had enjoined further that '‘such committee
{Franchise Commissions) should keep in

‘cloes touch with their counterpartsin the

other. West Indiar Colonies.”

1am yeot to learn whether our Oommission
kept in touch with Jamnica or Trinidad
which granted U, A.B:and if they did,
then-the nature and extent to which they

kept in touch. _
U, A, SUFFRAGE DOOME

The cause of Uaiversal Adult Suffeage
wng’ doomed at the very outset through
the personnel of the Commistion. The
views of some of them were already known

-

while tha lack of political experionce und J.

knowledge of the people by some and in-
difference to the issue by othets, didn’t
help matters.. Paragraph 108 of the Fran.
chise Roport reads as follows “As a result
of the. continuvus and repeated absences
from meetings of several members of the
Oommission...we - were deprived of the
benefit of their help and advice in arriving
et our decisigne,” -

We all have vivid recollections of the
whole enquiry and I venture to think that
guite & few juat appended their names to
the meport without a full examination of
the evidence, thus merely recording their
personal vote, a vote, therel’ore:, ‘of no
greater value than 1ihat of & witness but
used nevertheless to turn the ecales on one
gide, - \ '

LEG., COUNCIL DISCUSSION3

. The next step was a more pitiable injue-
tice dove tothe cause of Univeisal Adult
Suffrage. An nlmost -2-term legislature
with some of the elected group not stand
ing B ghost of 8 chance. of being retw ped
on a Univeisal - Adult Suffrsge voting,

| discuseed the Franchise report, 11 of the 19

commissionets were members of the Legis-
Jatute. Of the 11, 8 were for the m:jority
report and 3 for Universal Adnlt Suffrage.
This to my mind, was a glorious farce,
as we all have by now experienced. It
was nothing - short of a Coroner sitting

to consider the extension of the Franchise, |

nt the irquest of the man be murdered o1

¢,

BREWING today is a combinali f
[y t‘and A now scient:fio methods, Y‘(’)nuonr:v::u:l?l
ol‘iaU::Ega(:a and ONIFORM products brewsd
w LY available materials b
merit when you buy. ety methods of

Frontenac Beer

- Dow Ale

and

~ Dow Stout
Wieting and Richter Ltd.

AGENTS.

C.- R JACOB & SONS.
LIMITED
GENERAL MERCHANT &

COMMISSION AGENTS.

WE SPECIALISE IN THE IMPORTA
TION OF COTTON SEINE 1WINE,
COTTON CORD AND AMERICAN

PINE TAR,

MALT LIQUORS— BEER, ALE &
STOUT AND

HIGH QUALITY FOODSTUFFS

'Orders And Enquiries Solicited.

Tel. C,626 9-10 Holmes Strect.

. P.O. Box 128. Georgetown.

of A judge trying his own case,

This is important se bis Excellenoy the
Governor tovk the discussions of the Legis:
tature along with s regolution pnssed by
8 Villege Cbuiywans Conference held at
Bartica in favour of the rrcommendations
of the Franchise Report. to the Secretary
of State for the Colony in Euvgland as
evidence of a majority support of the Fian-
chise Report in the Colony, '

Editors Nole:-

This article was inlended for
the Christmas Number cf Indian Opinicn;
but was late for publication. We Re-
commend il to our weaders.

{To bqcontinued next weok)

THE INDIAN OPINION printed and
published every Suturday, at the Bharat
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