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NOTES AND NEWS

HAT the Nalal Mercury ghould pay a eompli-
ment to the Rt. Hon, Srinivasm Sastri is indeed
a pleasent surprise to us. Bat is that eom-
pliment hecause Mr, Sastri is doing the right thing
or is it because the thing he does happens to
be to its liking. 'While discussing Mr. Sastri our
contemporary has launched into Indian politics
and branded practically the whole of India as
foolish because it has boycotted the Simon Com-
misgion. If the Mercury would have taken the
trouble of studying the other side of the guestion
it would perhaps not have blundered. Oor
wiso contemporary does not seem to know that
in the boycott of the Simon Commission all the
parties in India are anited inclasive of the party to
which Mr. Sastri belongs. We do not know if Mr.
Sastri favours the boycott or not, bot should he
happen to do so the Nalal Mercury would perhaps
hold a different opinion of him altogether. It is
very much like Skakespear's Shylock erying,
“Daniel come to Judgment” when everything
seemned to be in his favour. .

The Indian Boy Scouis under the Rev. B. I. E
Sigamoney and Mr. Ashton left Durban last Tuesday
night for Johannesburg after spending a happy
fortnight near the seasides On their way they
visited Maritzburg and Ladysmith.

Mrs. D. N. Sirur condemned in stropg terms the

pernicious cuastom of child marriages and the mental
and physical deterioration resulting from them at a
meeting of women held recently at Bombay to sup-
port the Bill of Rao Saheb Harbilas Sanda for the
prevention of child marriages now pending befors
the Legislative Assembly. Mrs, Sirur challenged
those who opposed legislation on the ground that
Hindn marriage was a sacrament to show how it conld
be under the existing conditions. She observed : “One
wife for a man and one husband for a woman, that is
the highest condition of married life, then aloge can
it be called sacrament. But what do we ges,a man has
the liberty to marry asmany timesand discard as many
wives and a woman is supposed to marry once and to
worship her husbanil as God. If either of the two
parties retains the idea of a sacrament it is 2 woman.
Well, 1 do not want the woman to come to a Jower
standard, but what I would like to emphasise and
where I would like to appeal to the Government is
that women by upholding the higher standard have
earned the privilege to demand that a change be made
in the age of marriage when they are convinced that
sacha change is absolutely necessary for the well.
being o the couniry.”

A movement has been set on foot in Bihar (India)
for the abolition of the timehonoured cestom of
purdah’ and discarding the ‘veil’ by a naumber of
prominent Bihari men and women. A strong appeal
bhas been signed and addressed to the public on this
question by some infloential people including Babn
Braja Kishore Pramd, Hon. Babn Mahendra Prazad,
member of the Council of - State, Hon. Babu

-
L

Anugvah Narayan Singh, member of the Council of-
State, Babn Jagath Narayan Lal, M.L.C., Baba Bal- -
deva Sabay, M.L.C., and Babu Chandreshwar Prasad
Narayan Sinha, M.L.C. The signatories in the course
of their appeal state that “‘we have arrived at the
conclusion that the purdah is an undesirable insti- -
tation, being responsible for impeding our growth
and progress in many directions and it should not be
allowed to continne a day longer than it can be -
avoided. Whatever may have been the justification.
for its introduction in the scheme of our life, it is
difficnlt to defend it now on any grounds, rational,
moral orhuman. We hold that the system is repug- |
nant to the genius of our culture. We want that |,
the women of our province should be as free to move
about and take their legitimate part in the life of the
community in all partienlars as their sisters in -
Karnatak, Maharashtra and Madras in an essentially
Indian way.” o ' )

JOHANNESBURG MUNICIPALITY’S
NEW BY-LAWS™ '

THERE is much consternation felt

among a section of the Indian com-
munity in Johannesburg over the
new by-laws proposed to be passed by the
Jobannesburg Town Council to deal with -
street sellers, hawkers and pedlars.- The
draft by-laws are published elsewhere in’
this issue. The Transvaal Indian Congress *
has taken the matter in hand and is making -
representations to the Town Council and to
His Honour the Administrator for relief.
In a petition addressed to the Mayor and"
Councillors of the Town Council of Johan-
nesburg it has been urged by the:Con-
gress that these by-laws will affect fruit and
vegetable vendors who number about. three
to four hundred and a oumber of Indian
flower sellers whose trade will be con-
siderably injured and consequently it will
act detrimentally on their only means of
livelihood. The aggregate amount of capital
invested by the former in their business, the
pet'tioners urge, is approximately a sum of -
£70,000. They pay in licences to the Muni-.
cipality a sum of about £3.300 annually.
The supplies of these traders are obtained
from farmers, and wholesale dealers both
European and Indian and also from the
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Municipal Masket amh their purchases at
wholesale cost to them aggregate approxi-
mately £1,650 per day. It has furthermore
been pointed out how useful the fruit and
vegetable hawkers are to the housewives
~ whose daily needs are in all weathers

and conditions regularly supplied at their
doors, This fact has been openly confessed
by the housewives themselves on previous
occasions and it is proved again by the
fact that the petition has been signed by
over five hundred European householders
and others.

There are again the street flower
sellers who are by the new by-laws
debarred from pursuing their trade in the
main trade ceatre which will mean the
shusting of the only means of livelihood to
these people.

There is yet another section in she pro-
posed by-laws which requires amending, and
that is the one licensing distributors of
hand-bills and advertisements. The circula-
rising of hand-bills which have no business
motive i them and are only circulars. noti-
fying the public of any meeting or other
public demonstration should certainly not
need. ta be licensed.

While it is necessary for any Government
or administrative body to regulate street
trading of any mature im public thorough-
fares. in aorder to prevent ebstruction and
nuisance. it should not be the mtention to
prevent & teade which is useful to the: public
merely to-depsive a persom or persons of
an honest means of livelihood. We de not
think the Johannesbusg Town €Couneil in
drafting these by-laws ave prompted by any
other but a goed motive and we hope that
the, representations made by the local Indiam
commuaity will receive their favourable
consideration,,

-Wotds of the Wise

1 wonld be trtie for there are' those wio trust me;

1 would be pure, for there are thoss who care:

I would be strong, for there is much to saffer;.

1would be' Brive, for thers i8 much to dare;

I wouldibe friend of ail—the foe—the friendless;

Iwonld be giving, and. forget the gift;

1 wouid Be Humble, for F know my weakness;

1 wonld look wp—mand: lbugh—and love—and lift.
—Horward Arnold Waller.

1f your name is to live at all it is so much more to.
baverit live in people’sliearts than only in their brains,
---O.\ W;--Hﬂlm“.s

1t:i8 not 80 much the being exempb from fanltsas
the hivihg overcome them that is an advantugato ns,
— Do, Sioift;

New By-Laws For Hawkers
In Johanrnesburg

The following are new draft By-laws to regulate
ptreet trading recommended by the Works Com-
mittee of the Fown Council of Jehannesburg :—

Street Trading By-Laws

1. No person sinll carry on the business of street
trading or act a3 a streot trader, either as principal,
agent or employee, within the Municlpal area of
Johannesburg, unless he shall be in lawfol poasession
therete imsned in his ramre by the Town Counctt of
Johannesbarx.

2. The following feewslmill be payable 1a advance
to tbe Conneil in respect of mrch licenced por month
for eacly person :—Hollevs of lowers 5f-, ellors of
newspapers, matehes: and other articles, distributors
of handbillzor other advertisemronts, shoe-blacks and
any person enguging frv any fike occapation appiroved
by the Coumeil and carried ow in ® public place 1If-.

3. No licence granted under these By-laws shall
in any way eatitle any person % carry on streef
trading (other thaw shoe-blacking or mfling of news-
papers) anywhers withiny the arex bownded by
Simmomile Street, Commrissioner Street, Von Brandis
Stveet and Jeppe Strost, .inclading the portions of
such streets constituting the bowndaries.

4. Every licence granted undor these By-laws
shall expire on the Jast day of the calendar month
in which it was fssued,

5 Everyapplication for & Feemoe shalt favnish.
the Couneil in writing with partionlars of hix fufl
pame, age, sex and place of abode, and' the hatard of
the street trading he proposes to carry on, and every
licenses sball inform the Couneil of amy chunge o
his place of abadae,

6. No licensee shall give, bire or lend kia licenow
to any other persom ‘

7. No licence shall be transferable front ove pers
son to another person.

8. (a) If any street trader (other than'a shae-
black or seller of newspapors) sball commence ta
carry on his Business in any strest or other place tor
which: the public has access, He shall move wilkin
twenty minates toa place onteide a radiug of ena
hundred feetl from the phice where he. commenced
to carry on his Business.

(b) No street trader (othior than a shoe-black
or sellur of ewspapers) shall commenca to carng,
om his business in any streef or other place to
which: thre' public haa access within a radine of
one Hundred feet from any place where he has
im the same day previously commenced to carry
on business.

(c) A street trader (other thanm a shos-black
or seller of newspapers} shall be deemed fa
commence to carry on his bnelness not only on
the first occasion wHen he carries on his busi~
neeson any day, but on every occesion when
he- first carries on business after roving outside
a radius of not Iess than one hundred feet. as.
aforesaid.

9. No street trader shall in any street or publie
place expose for sale or exhibit his goode om the
ground of any side-walk or street.

10, Any police constable or person bearing the
written authority of the Couneil under the hand of
thie Town Clerk to do g0 may order any strest trader
who. appears to such constable ov person: authortsed
by the Council to be- carrying on his' trade in my
#treet in sach a manner as to- constitnte: an obstrue~
tion to-traffic or a nuisance; to-move on. Any person
failing to comply with snchy order shail ber deemed’
to have committed a breaoch of thuse By-lnvws.

11, Any person bearing the written suthority of
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the Coundil under the hand of the Town Clerk or
poliee constable may ad any timme demand the pro.
duetion by any licensee of his licence, Any poreom
hoMing sny licenice issued under these By-laws
shall, os being thereto requited by any polics
ecnastable or percon bearing the written anthority of
the Council uader the hawd of the Town Clerk, pro-
duew such liconce or be liable io the penalties pro-
vided in Sestion hirteen hereof.

13. X0 Beenocs shall be gravted durfer these By-
laws to sny person oinder the age of sixteen yewrs.

13. Any person contravening or failing to com-
ply with the requirements of theso By-laws shall be
liahle fo a penalty not exceeding £10 aud in default
of payment to imprisonment with hard laboar for a
period not exceeding one month.

Amcadment t6 Hawkers’ and Peddfers’
By-Laws

DifSicalty has bedd etperienoed in ebtatoing con-
victions for offences under Sections 10 and 13 of the
Hawkers sovd Peddlers By.laws. These sections

read x8 foflows :—

10. Ne hawker or peddler ginall rexnain or loiter
or keaop or allow his vehiele Lo renminy stationary in
arwy spot to which the pablic hae access fora longer
porind than tweaty minoies for the purposes of his
trade, and no hawket or peddier shall, for the pur-
poses of his trade, retary on the Ppame day to any
spotor to the hmmediate vicinity therecf which he
has alveadyg visited on the smune dxy for sach puor-
Pposes.

1% Any pofice comstable or person bearing the
written wtrthority of the Comncil under the hand of
the Toww Clerk & do 0o Ipay order any hawker or
peddier who appears to such consfable or persom
authorized by the Comneil to de loitering or refuvn-
ing to & street or place already visited in  the course
of the same day, in such a manner a8 to contravemne
the provicions of Soetiok 10 of these By-laws or as
to constituts an obetruction to fraffic or x maisknoes,
to move o, Any persowr failinmg to eomply with
saely ovders sha¥l be deerved to have committed a
bresels of these By-dawns.

It is considered that the sections a8 quoted abeve
shouid be repealed, and the following subetitnied
therefor-—

10, H an¥ hawker or pedifier shall commenes to
carry on his business in any street or othef place to
whicl the pubfic has access, he shall move within
twenty miwetes tox place oufside z radins of one
hurrdred feet from the place whers he' commericed
to exrry on Kis Dusipess.

No hawker or peddler shall commence to carry
on his business in any street or other placs to which
the public has access within a radius of one hundred
feet from any place where be has in the smame day
previoudly commenced to carrry on. bosinees,

A Bawker of peddler shall be deemed to com-
mened to carry onr his bnsiness not only on the
first oceasion when he carries on hiz bnsiness on
any dxy, But ot every otcasion when he first carries
on buosiness aftey moving outside a rading of not
lear than one hundred feet as aforemaid.

13. Any police constable or person bearing the
written anthority of the Couacil under the hand of
the Town Clerk to do 50 may order any street trader
who appears to such consiable or person authorised
by the Councilto be carrying on his trade in any
street in such 3 manner as to coustitute an obstruction:
to traffic or a nuisance, to move on. Any person
failing to comply withsnch order shall be deemed
%0 have commitied 8 breash of thess By:laws,

‘Watal Mercury’ On Mr. Sastri

The Nalal Hercury datsf Joly 26 beis the following
leading article:— )

Bo admirably has Mr. Sastri, the Ageat of the Gov-
ernment of [ndia i this country, identified himeelf with
the pablic life of the Union, so completely has he wom
the respect of all elasses of the cotrmyumity, that i is
difficait to realise that he arrived here overs yeur 2t
and that before very lonk we shafl have o couten '
the end of & term of office alresdy extended by six mouthe.
Mr. Sastri canse to us to amnte 86 far %5 pomiible the
smooth working of the *Gentlermen’s Soreement™ eutertd
into between the Governments of the Union sud of
Indis. There 9 0o need (o detail the success that He
has achieved in a position of some deficscy. The im-
portance of the office he holds does ot hinge @ muich
on the status of mmthorily of the Indiaw Governorent’s
representative as on the persomslity of ifs ogccupadt.
And ove would have to po very lar mdeed to dincover
anyone whose gifts make himr better snited to the tasic
than the present holder of the posifion. Faevitably,
the timve must come whest # dacceswor o Wr, Sastet wilf
have to be appoimed. sod whew # doés atrive & wif
be vitally important that the Endimy Government ehould
select the very besk mao available. But weé dincerely
truns thas not fo¥ soroe comsidersble time shall we find
oureelves deprived of those servicex which Mr. Sastri had
a0 signally rendered to thix comntry, to his own and to' |
the Empire aw 3 whele. ’

Mr. Sastri sacrificed a great deal wher be dccepted -
the office of Agens General i Sowth Africx. Lnd
might seew unrezsopable to expect himt €0 =acrifices eill
more. Apart from his duty to hix owd country, his -
personal inclimations, tormy nothing of ki family ties
nstarally draw bim steongly towards Indik itself. Tig
presence there to-day would, we imagine, undoabtedly
help to remove the mnhappy impression which the Simoff
Commissior mmst hxve received froot that extfernisf
section of Pndize opinion which fooliskly lsuached & .
biycotk of the Commissioners. [n many other ways, oo,
Me. Sastri most feel strongly called to reture to B
homeland. Nevertheless, we feel that the Agent.Generst
could best serve India if by that high sense of duty t& -
which he has atways fistened he could be prevailed upoit
t» remain beyond the year as the servant in South
Africa of his Governmens. Much of the valve of fhe
Indiaa Agreemens depende mpom ita futerpretaion sed
and the mammer of its imterpretationt Mr, Sastrf, by
cultare and penwonality and By hiv' reafly statemanfike
qualitiet, has been ideally soited to the office be Bas
occupied. fle has been able to reveal to the wadt
majority of South Africans a new type of Indian opiniow;
to show ns India and' her people it of enfirely dew
light. Moreover, he hax gone a long way' fowards
recorciling thos¢ differences in the Indian community
which have for 80 long been a barrier to any settlement.
There is one paramonnt coasideration. which w@
woald stroogly orge on Mr. Sawtei, However.
Soutk Africa to-day stands at the verge of 2 political
change. £ gederal election looms in the near future.
Fresh personal factors are bound to emerge as & vesult
of the appeal to the electorater And it & sbeolutely
vital t the soccess of the Indiau Agreemen® that wien
the change comes the Indiaw Government should have
in this coontry an Agent who' posseses dot merely (e
intellectual stature of a statesman bat ako the greas
gifts of caltare and persopality. We have that man at
the moment. 1t depends entirely on Mr. Sastri whether
we have him when the time arrives that he may be
most urgently neededi
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The Indian Question In
‘South Africa

5

Mr. Kodanda Rao’s Address To Students
Christian Association

( Continwed from page 211 ')

The white labour policy of South Afriea has a
tendency to canse unemployment among Indirns.
For one thiog it bas led to the redmection in the
number of the Indian employees in the railways.
It full from 1940 in 1925, to 1276 in 1927, a redue-
tion of 3¢7%. How much of it is due to retirements
and deathe and if any Indians have been eliminated,
jt ia difficult to say. At any rate, the railway service
js now practically closed. to Indians.

‘The industrial legislation of the country bhas a
gimilar tendency of closing more and more pro-
fessions to Indiane in practice. The recognised
Trade Unions do not admit Indians and under the
Industrial Qonciliation Aet the European Trade
Union member haa a voice in seltling the terms of
employment, but not the Indian. If the terms are
fixed, as they are bound to be under the cirzum-
stances, on & European level, the Indian is liable to
be displaced and thrown out of employment.
Similarly if the terms under the Wage Act are
fixed on the European basis, the Indian tends
to be displaced. To what extent in actual practice
these tendencies have eventnated, it i8 not yet
possible to estimate. :

The Apprenticéship Aot combined with the edu-
cational polioy of the Administration with reference
to Indiana handicapa the Indians and debars them
from the skilled oceupations, A minimom qualifi-
cation of Standard V], is required under the Act and
it also requires the aspprentice to attend technieal
clasges. Indians have no compulsory edncation;
even on & volantary basis the facilities in Natal are
yot scanty, and few of the schools teach up to
Standard VI. and there are no facilities for techni-
ezl education for Indians.

These are some of the methods of economie
pressure that bear hard on the Indian and tend to
induce him to leave the country.

Let us now turn to the other side of the case—the
case for India. The Indians ¢ontend that as citizens
of the British Commonwealth they are entitied to
free immigration within the Commonwealth and to
freedom to pursue any vocation they like un-
hampered, Isit fair, they ask, that the nationala
of foreign countries, like those of Continental
Euarope, should be free to enter South Afriea but not
British Indian subjects? Are strangera to be given
preferences which are denied to membera of the
gsampg family ? The legitimate rights of all British
snbjects including Indians, who have emigrated to
foreign countries for trade and commerce and in-
dustry are protected by the British Government.
Should the status of Indians in the Commonwealth
be lower and insecure than in foreign lands ? Should
Indiana be treated as aliens in any part of the
Commonwealth ? India stood by the Commonwealth
in' her hour of need, poured out her blood and
treasure in defence of the Empire duaring the Great
‘War and her loyalty and sense of identity with the
Commonwealth were freely and frankly acknow-
ledged on all hands.  Sbhould Indis’s self-reapect be
violated by invidious discriminations against her
nationals in another part of the very empire which
ghe helped to save ? Should no consideration be
paid to the feelings of India with its hoary civilisa-
tion dating back to thousands of vears, which gave
birth to some of the great religions of the world,

like Hinduism nnd Buddhism, which shelterd some
of the earliest Christians when they fled before
Earopean persecution and nuraed them with tender-
ness, which apain sheltered the Zorastrigna when
they fled from Persia uoder persecution; India,
which counts to-day among ita living sops and
danghters, persons like Gandhi, Tagore, Sir J. C.
Bose the plant physiclogiat, Sir P. C. Roy the emi-
nent chemist, Prof, Radhakrishoan the philosopher,
Rt Hon. V. 8. 8. Sastri the statesman, and Mra,
Sarojini Naidu the poet, to nnme only a few ? To-
day the Government of India ja shared by Indians -
and Britishers alike. There are throe Indians in the
Viceroy’s Cabinet along with three Britishers. In
the Provinces there are Indian Ministers responsible
to the provincial legislatures sharing the responsi-
bilities of administration with Earopean colleagues,
and controlling departments manned to a large ex-
tent by Earopeans in the snperior grades, ’

The late Lord Sinha, who died a fow months ago, -
was & member of the British peerage, took hia geat
in the Hounse of Lords, was Under-8scretary of State
for India and ultimately became the Governor of
the Province of Behar in Indis. Mr. Dadabhay
Naoroji sat for many years in the House of Commons
as o represontative of a British constitnency, and to-
day Mr. Saklatwala is & member of the same Housa,

Indis has a place in international polity on a level .
of equality with the other nations and the Do-
miniona of the British Commonwealth. She is an
original member of the Lengne of Nations, of the
International Labour Orgnnisation and is represented
in all international gatherings, and in that smaller
Leagne of Nations, the Imperial Conference. Under
thess circainstances should South Afriea attempt,
and India accept any solntion of the Indian problem
in thir country which wounda the gelf-respect of
India ? Should there be no Empire preferance not
only commercial commodities but also in the matter
of citizenship a8 well ? s it right and fair for one -
Dominion to stigmatise all the nationals of a sister
Dominion 88 undesirables, and not only exclude
therm, but also preas those already in the country to
leave it, disfranchise and exert economic pressure on
those that remain in the country ?

It ia true that the pressnce of the Indian in this
country complicates the racial issmes, DBut is the -
problem peculiar to this country and 18 the Indian
the sole canse of it 7 It is said that in the United
States of America similar problems have arisen by
the fact that its immigrant population has been
drawn from all parts of Europe, These different
nationalities do not assimilate, but keep apart at any
rate for some good timo, Tvon in this country there
is no homogenius Earopean population. There are
firat the Dutch and tho British., 7Tho immigrants of
to-day are not all drawn from the same country,
On the whole there seem to be more immigrants
from Fastern Earope than from the Western, but
neither in the United Stutes nor here hus it been
proposed to snrmoant the probleme of heterogenily
by the elimination of certain ssctions of the popula-
tion and driving them back to the countries of their
origin. On the other hand, they have so shaped
their public institoti.ns that they tend to weld to-
gether into one common nationality the hetero-
geneons elemonts. That, of cpnrse, takes time, bat
it is recognised to be the only right policy. Why
should the case be diffsrent in the case of the Indian
in South Africa? What is a 174,000 of Indians
compnared to a million and a half of leropenns and
five and a half millions of Natives. If tho will wus
there, is it beyond the power of Western and
Chriatian civilisation to solve this comparatively small
problem along lines of hnmanaly and goodwill? Will
Christian civilisation, which attemp!s not withont
gueccess, more diffienit problema as the uplift even
of barbarons races in the remotest corners of the
earth, admit defeat before the Indian problem In
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Soath Africaand turn to midaeval methods of ex-
puolsion and economic strangalation ?

The Indian wonld have us remember that he was
invitad to come to this conntry to save by his labour
the Earopean planters and that promises were held
oat that after the period of indentare he conld be a
free man with his own bit of land to caltivate, and
that in every respect he would be a citizen of Natal
The prosperity and development of Natal owes a8
much to the Indian Iabour as to the capital and
enterprise of the European. 18 he now to fling ent
of the country a9 a squeezed orange ? Is the Indian
to be merely an article of convenience to the Earo-
pean 7 Has he no rights of his own ?

Moreover, at the present time over two-thirds of
the present Indian pepulation were born in this
country, they are Sonth Africans by birth, they
know no other Motherland, India is as foreign to
them as to most of yon. Some of them are of the
second generation in Sonth Africa. Their habita
and customs bave undergone modifications under
the new environment in which they -have been
bronght up. They are ont of step with Indian ways
and feel out of element in Tndia. Iz it fair to ask
them to uproot themselves from here and transplant
themselves in India ? It is admitted that the Indians
in this conntry are economically better off than they
would be in India. Isit right to drive them to a
lower economic level by sending them back to India.

It may be the Europeans of an earlier generation
committed a blunder in introducing the Indian, bat
shall we be jastified in repudiating our national debt
and national obligations on the ground that we of
the present generation did not contract them 7 If
it is unthinkable when it concerus only finaneial
obligations, shall we contemplate it with equanimity
when it concerns buman beings ?

The Indian admits that his standard of life is to-
day lower than that of Earopeans. If it is a failing,
he fails in company. He asserts that the standard
of life of the European in rural areas, on the farms,
is not to any appreciable extent higher than his
own; nor that of the poorer classes of Earopeans_
in the towns. The standards of life of the Earo-
pean from Eastern Europe are not the same as those
of Europeans from western Europe. They are not
the same forall classes of the same people nor of
the mame class from generation to generation.
Standards of life are not the immutable eoncomit-
ante of race or colour. They are the resultant of
wealth and wpbringing. There are Indians here and
in India who live up to the European standard,
particalarly those who have come into contact with
European pociety and who can besides, afford it
The Indians born and bred ap here have on the
whole a higher standard of life than their parents
born and brought np in India. The Indian is not
inherently incapable of rising to the highest stand-
ards of Earopean life. Bat is it posasible for him to
do so considering . the circumstances that surround
him. The Indian labourer was picked up in India
not for his high standard of life bat for his cheap-
ness. When he came over to this country, he was
made to live in a state of semi-slavery for five years
under the indentore system, daring which time he
and his children received little or mo edncation.
Edocation wounld raise his standard of life and he
would demand higher wages and that was not anm
inviting prospect to the planter. When he shook
himself free from the indenture and set wp on his
own, there were but few facilities for the education
of himself or his children. The State was niggardly
and even hostile. No prirate social agency was
worked for his uplift. His wages were kept down
to the cestomary low level, Picked np for his
poverly, subjected to elavery and compelled to
staaoate et that level ayen when he wag free, is it a
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Supposing we wished to ron the gold mines in
Johannesburg with white labour, and as the white
Iabour here is inadequate and eostly, we imported
white people from the slumland of the Euaropean
capitals, paid them low wages, perhapa a trifle more
than what they wonld have got in their own bplaces,
and treated them to a large dose of alave conditions.
and neither the State nor private agencies bothered
to uplift them, would they have developed higher
standards of life and living ? ‘

Would it be fair, would it be just, to torn round
and carse him for low living ?

The well-to-do Indian trader and merchant has
other reasons for his comparatively low standard.
He complains that he is not allowed to feel at home
in South Africa, he is treated as an alien. His posi-
tion and status are insecore. Anv time his bread
may be taken oat of his month. He lives in con-
stant dread in the atmosphere of a f[uogitive. That
ecompels him to think of one and only object in life

—how to make his pile while yet he may, before
the storm breaks. He came here in the first instance
to make money, but finds no inducements to travel
beyond that objective. He asks if the majority of
Euaropean immigrants to this eonuntry come here
with pre-natal love for Soath Africa, with a view to '
spending their all and serve South Africa? Is it
not true that they also come here for making °
money, to improve their material prospects ? South -
Africa welcomes them as her own children, confers
on them her citizenship and gives them all poesible -
assistance to realise their objecta. In consequence
they develop other interests than making money.
Whea they have saceeeded in their ambitions, their’
hearts glow with gratitnde and thankfolnees for the
ecoantry that made it possible, and out of the warmth
of their hearts and the abundance of their prosperity °
they poar out their money to glorify South Africa,
Bat that stimnlas and that prospect is denied to the
Indian.

In the Transvaal, for instance, the Indian cannot
own fixed property and must live in locations on
monthly tenvre. Can he be expacted to sink money
in patting up permauent buildings on land rented
on a monthly tenure, furnish it and live in style?
Even property meant for communal purposea such
as temples, mosques and churches and schools can-
not be owned by Indiana. They have been obliged
to register such properties in the names of their
European friends, A Hindua temple in Johannes- -
burg was so registered. Unfortunately the Euro-
pean friend went insolvent, and the temple was put
up for eale. The Hinda community bought it at
the sale and registered it in the name of another
European friend. As ill luck would have it, he also
failed, and the Hindu community had to buy theijr
own property again, and again register it in the
name of yet another European, and devoutly they
pray to God that he may prosper.

If the Indian’s standard of living is to be raised,
he must be given greater sense of security, greater
opportunities for education and social welfare and
invited to make himself every inch a South African,
proud of this country and its civilisation, and doing
his beet to live up to its highest standards. Even
a8 things stand, in spite of the depressing cirenm--
stances that surronnd bhim, the South African born .
Indian has elevated his standards much higher than
that of his fore-fathers and under propitiouns circam-
stances, he is capable of rising to the full height. If

the Indian is helped to raise his standard, the com-
:gxtut of unfair competition will be a thing of the
The Indianis not congenially fond of dirt and
filth. Tneanitation is a function of economic means
and education and municipal efficiency; tot of race
and colour, aud segregdtion is no, pratection, as
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The chargs that the commercial morality of the
Iudian is mnch loswer than that of the European has
been effectively refuted before the Select Committee
opn the Areas Reseryation Bill. It has heen shown
bhefore (he Natsl Iodian Iiducation Enguiry Com-
mission ghot there is abeolutely no foandation for
the legend that the Incdiun community did not care
for gducation, showed no publie spirit and golf-help
and made no sacrifiess for the education of its child-
ren. In ope form or other the Indian "community
bawe holped Lo build and eqnip the Indian aided
sghoole in Natal, and wonld have done mere if the
Government had extended g belping hand. Besides
thig, they have byilt and condnet over 30 private
schools without receiving any aid from the Govern-
mept. On the top of it all they have recently raised,
upder the inspiration of Mr. Sastri, the sam of
nesrly 20,000 for a Praining College and High
Schagl gt Darben, The social service rendered by
8 hend of Indien volanteers during the 1ast emall-
pox ppidemic hes been handsomely acknowledged
by the Durban Municipality. Two organisations
haye since come into exislence, the Social Serviee
Commijttee pnd the Indian Child Welfare Society.
Ingdians bave organised sports for thefr young and
the more well-4o-do have a fine country Club, the
Orient Clob at Isipingo, near Durban,

1t ie net true that all the Indianag in this country
arg drawa from the dopressed clagzes and ontcastes
in India.- The free immigranis are either Mahe-
mgdans or the higher easte Hindus, Even ameng
the indeniured Indjana qoiie a good proportion are
not from the depresssd clesses. The comwmon faotor
is poverty, not caste. Bven if they were all from
the depressed classes, 8 thers any justification for
tresting them #0 in this aountry ?  Chrlstlan
misgions and western eivilisation generally have
depsuneed the osste eystem in India, partienlarly
the treatient of the dopreassd clasass, and have nn-
cegsingly songht to inenicate the democratie idseal.

The Indian peoples haye themseslvea racognised the -

evil and are now {rying to pndo it,

The policy towards the depressed classes bas
unggergone a great chapge, It is one of tenderness
and sympathy and uplift, Under the British ad-
mipistration thare has been theoretical eqnality of
opportnpity for gll communities, pnlitieal and
eaonomiic, by recently the policy hos bpeomse ona
of acfive sympathy, of giving & helping hand, of
giving 9 leg-np. To-day representatives of the de-
pregsed clagzes sit in the Central Logiglaiive Assem-
bly, and the Peovincial [egislative Councils, Manici-
plijies and Digtrict Boards, University Banates and
Goyernment Qffices, wilh high caste Brahming serv-
ing ppder them, Al pablig institalions ura open 10
them. In addition, spegial facilities like scholac-
shipa, special free haptels and apesial schoole; ure
proyided to Mtimulate sducation in them. 'Phe ins
Huaencen o the Goyernment, the wimslonary boikes,
both Christian gnd other, gnd of enlightenrd public
opipion arp bll barnessed In furiherance of this
poliey., It is only a matter of time for it to he
ﬂwf&f—ﬂd by a wider and wider gircle of people. I8t
worthwhile for Sonth Africa, prond of ils Chrigtinn
civilisation and western cnltara, te eopy an avil for
Wh@‘ Indig was jpstly condemned and which In:din
herself ls discarding 7 Is it Christian, is it damor
cratfe, ip it wise? Fuarther do penple ewiyrate in
other countries with the qbject of baing nq hslter
than they wers in the copniry of their origin ? s
not the object greater economic prosperity, srcial
freedom and politica) advpncement 7 1f thal is so,
as omdoubtedly it is, why shoyld the Indian emigrant
alone be asked to be content jn this country, with a
alatus somewhat lower than jn their owa conutry ?

What then is the solution that India wonll wish
fot the Ipdian problem in Sputh Africa? Jndis
objeotd t8 repatriation, to pegrogation, to rdeinl diss
#iisioutidn and economio disabliitiess pnd aelkte for

equality of opportunity with the Fuoropean fn eco-
nomie, educational and political spheres: in other
worde, assimilation. If some of the Indiaps pre on
an inferior level, the eame ameliorative inflaances
should be brought to bear on them for their npljft
ns8 now aperate on the ponver and backward com-
munities among the Fnropeans, and Indiane will
respend to these inlluneneces, .

The Pasaive Resigtance mowement hag showp leo
what heixhta of character, Christjnn character. the
Indian community in this country cn rise, npder
proper leaderahip. With the hearty cp-oporation of
the State gnd the enlightened Europesn community,
the Indjan will in ong genaration cease to he 3 prob-
lem ip thig comniry, and becoms a vajuable st
The money now spent 9n repatriation wopld be far
batter spent on uplift. _

It will thne be sien that the Farcpean snd the
Indian polutions sre poles gsuader, The Enro-
pean one is of eliminstion or pegregution, diractly or
indireqtly; the [ndiag ong is assimiletion, Molerse
staptesmen on either gide recognisad thet 8 friendiy
settlement wae impoasible if either policy by itsalf
wag madn the solution. 4 compromise, 8 blend of
both, was the only way oul, and this eomoromise ie
enghringd in the Capelown Agreement of 1937,

(7o be Conlined)

The East And West

#Materialism {8 mixad fn varyiog degroes with intel.
lect or mesthetiea—ll of them ‘dpiritnal’ provessm
writes Me, Stanley P. Rice la the Asfatis Review,
Mr. Rice eaynt—~—

“The map whose soJo objech is po maike monpy s
his inlellect to achieve his end; the womon who bays p
moltitnde of dresses s jndulgiog hor gesthotic fagnity,
Nhe docs not huy them b:cause yhie needs tiem, hut be-
caitee they gre pretty o because phey will spit her.

“Both may or inay nob b inilnenged by morsl om
gid-ration: the man by com pag honeaty, the wamen by
the avoidence of extrayagsnce-~which is 8 differens
form of the sama thing, It is thus sppasest thet evon
in these, the arndest forms of malerslivn, there are
mantal procesies ab wark whieh mify the term, and
thig henomes mwe abyious 08 we ascend] the wosle,

“{t is indesd imcreusingly diffisult to decide where
materialism ends and *dpirituality’ comes into play as
tha foremost fagtor, for opinione may diffar e to whathaer
inaterialisn shoold be applied o4juct ively or subjectively.
if it b3 confiaed to the aubjctive wapect alone, we ave
conoerped only with motive, bubt siace mo.ive must
nl ¥ays ba o process of the mind, whether intellestnal or
moral or 1@ ithatig, wa shonld bs drivea to tha conolasion
thab there is no sk thing es materiallem exoept o the
two gagns slraady meptisned, '

“That, bswever, is over-refinement: it lands ne jp the
position thut the word *materisllsm’ so fre-ly yspd peg:t:;
hardly anything. Ia practice, it is oedoupredly used
objeatively. Bat the matives may vary'ia degreey which
are admittedly nazqoal, 'The man who bets on a race-
nonrse bas no other objact than to win money; he oceriajn.
ly doss aot view the transaction with any altraistic desire
t» pat moaeg into another’s pookect, “The miker of a
motor oar has, a3 bis primary object, his own proflr, but
ho is &% the same time doing & nocial servica by guppl;-
ing & public want. '

“The adminfstrator of 1‘b|lc mopeys hps 5y other
objsct than to serve the pc& ioby providing good roads,
efi~ient lightiog, manitation, pofice, and o forth; spd
those who devote their ‘time nnd energies to hos el
worlj oftett without rewatd (8 thethselyon; arg Sotvated
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aolely by philuntbropy in the troe and literal sensme. A1)
these peaple are, bovever, migistering in different degrees
te a matenal object.

The writer agrecs with Mudey when ¢he latter calis
materiabsm “a pre-occapation with the actmal world ig
which we live™ There are sicas tha" the complete
victory of materislism in Europe is a daoger to Westera
Civilization, and “they are looking for means to counter-
act it.” concludes Mr. Stanler Rice,

“Suggestions are made that we may find the remedy
in the East, end the Enst may have this much to teash
ng, that there are many things in life worth having ba-
gides wealth and bodily comfort.

“Bot the East can teach uva little more Sbe has
exalted the myatieal side of fife nodnle, und the resalt
is too often misery und death and that weakness from
which tlow #18 o pecalinr vices. The ideal to which
we in the Wast oaght to Jook forward is the balanced
syuthesis of all factors; not decrving materialism, nor
overstressing it, we shonld sel ourselves to the redress of
the halance which is overweighted on the one side in the
West, on the other in the East, [t is 2 stopendous task,
possibly an impossible one, but at least we shall make
no headway anless we clearly recognise what the problem
is and that its solntion lies in tha direction of a jast
co-ordiration.”
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THE TRANSVAAL INDIAN BOY SCOUTS

dyuaqar a wa WG

- e ——— e o m

L R o el S s A
O e BN e h B e ]

o
-

Who recently visited Durban under the leadership of the Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney

the father of the Scout Movement amongst Indians in South Africa,

Seated in the centre from left to right :—(1)

Mr. W. Ernest of Johannes-

burg, (.) Rev. B. L. E, Sigamoney, (3) Mr. Ashton (Scout Masters),
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