)

No. 21—Vol. XXVI.

Friday, June 1st, 1928.

Registered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper.
+  Pmicn Fourrzxcx,

THE STORY OF MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUT

( BY
PART IV.

CooLIE LOCATIONS OR THE GHETTOES?

OME of the classes that are rendering us the
S greatest social service, and whom we Hindas
have chosen to regard as ‘untouchables’ are
relegated to reinote quarters of a town or a village,
called ‘dhedhwado’ in Gujarati, and the name has ac-
quired a bad odenr. Even 8o in Christian Europe the
Jews were once its ‘nniouchables’ and the quarters
that were assigned to them had the odions name
‘ghettoes.’” Ina similar way we have become the
untouchables of South Africa to-day. It remains to
be Been how far the sacrifice of Andrews and the
msgic wand of Sastri saceeed in rehabilitating ua.

The ancient Jews regarded themselves as the
chosen people of God, to the excluosion of others
with the result that their descendants were visited
with a strange and even unjust retribution. Almost
. in a rimilar way the Hindus have considered them-
golves Aryas or civilised and a section of their own
kith and kin as Araryas or untouchables, with the
result that a strange, if unjost, nemesis is being
visited not only upon the Hindus in South Africa
but the Mussalmans and Parsis as well, inasmuch as
these belong to the same country and have the same
colonr as they. .

The reader will have now realised somewhat the
meaning of the word ‘locations’ to which I am
going to devote this chapter. In South Africa we
have acquired the odions name of ‘coolies” The
word ‘coolie’ in India mezns only a porter or carrier
but in South Africa it has a contemptuons connota-
tion and meaps what & pariabh or an untouchable
means to us an:d the quarters assigned to the
‘coolieg’ are known as ‘coolie locations.’ Johannes-
borg had one such location, but unlike as in other
places where there were locations and where the
Indians had tepancy rights, those in the Johannes-
barg location bad acqnired their plots on a leass of
99 years. The Indians were densely packed in the
location, of which the area never increased in popn-
lation. B~yond arranging to clean the latrines in
the location in a haphazard way, the Municipality
did pothing to provide any other sanitary facilities,
mach less good roads or lights. It was hardly likely
that it wounld safeguard its sanitation, when it was
indifferent to the sanitary welfare of “the bpeople.
The Indians living there were too ignoranf of the
rales of muonicipal sapitation and hygiene to do
without the help or supervision of the Municipality.
1f those who went there bad been ail Robinson
Crosoes theirs won'd have heen a different story.
Bnt we dont know of a single emigrant colony of
Robinson Crusors in the world. Usaally people
migrate abroad in search of wealth and trade, and the
bulk of the Indians who went to South Africa were
ignorant. panper agriculturiste who needed all the
care and protection that conld be given them. The
traders and eduocated Indians who followed them
were very few,
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The eriminal negligence of the Municipality and
the ignorance of the Indian settlers thus conspired
to render the location thoroughly insanitary. The
Municipality, far from doing anything to improve
the condition of the location, need the insanitationm’
caused by their own neglect as a lever for- deatroy-
ing the location, and for that purpose obtained from .
the local legislature authority to dispossess the
settlera. This was the condition of things when 1
settled in Johannesburg. ‘ i

The settlers having proprietary rights in their land |
were naturally entitled to compensation. A special
tribunal was appointed to try the: land acquisition -
cases. In case the tenant was not prepared ¥§ accept.
the offer of the Municipality he had a right to
appeal Yo the tribunal, and if the latter’s award ex-
ceeded the Municipality’s offer, the Manicipality -
had to bear the costs. Y

Most of the tenants had engaged me as their legal -,
adviser. I had no desire to make money out of these °
cases, and 80 I said to the tenants, that I should be °®

" gatisfied whatever ¢osts thé tribanal awarded, in case -

they won, and a fes of £10 on every lease, irrespec-
tive of the result of the case. I also told them that *
I proposed to set apart half of the money paid by .
them for the building of a hospital or similar insti- .
tation for the poor. This naturally pleased them all.

Oat of about 70 cases only one was lost. So the
fees amonnted to a fairly big fignre. Bnt INDIAN -
OPINION was there with its persistent claim and .
devouared, so far as I can recollect, a snm of £1,600.

I think I had worked hard for these cases. The '
clients always sarrounded me. Most of these wers
originally indentared labourers from Bibar and its

neighbourhood and from South India. For the re- y

" dress of their peculiar grievances they had formed

an association of their own, separate from that of -
the free Indian merchants and traders. Some of .
them were openhearted, liberal men of high char-
acter. Their leaders were Sjt. Jairamsing, the presi-
dent and Sjt. Badri, who was as good as the presi- |
dent. Both of them are no more. Both were ex-
ceedingly helpful tome. Sjt. Badri came in very |
close contact with me and took a very prominent .
part in Satyagraha. Through these and other friends
I came in intimate contact with homerous Indian
sottlers of North and South India, and became more
their brother than a mere legal adviser, and shared
in all their private and public sorrows and bardships.

It may be of some interest to. know how the
Indians veed to call me. Seth Abdalla refased to
address me as Gandhi. None fortunately ever in-
salted me by calling or regarding me as ‘saheb.’ .
Abdnlla Seth hit apon a fine appellation—'bhai.’
t.4., brother. Others copied him and eontinued to
address mo as ‘bhai’ until the moment I left Sonth -
Africa, but there was a sweetar flavour about the
name when it was upsed by the ex-indentarced
Indians,
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EDUCATION INQUIRY COM.
MITTEE'S REPORT

HE report of the Education Inquiry
Committee is, we would almost say,
not beyond our expectations, Al-

though, in view of the generous treatment
meted out to the witnesses during its in-
vestigations we did expect some better re-
splts: ~ We expressed our djsappointment
with the personnel of the Committee when it
was appointed, as we knew that a Committee
composed of members of the . Executiye of
the Provincial Council could not deal with
a question which was of its qwn making
djs:q;grestgd[y nor was it competeut 10 deal
with a question which was neither in its line
nor of which it bad any experience.
Hence the "contrast between the findings
of Mr. K. P. Kichly who is ap expert
op the subject, apd the masterly way in
* which he has dealt with it and the findings
of the Committee which amounts in subs-

tance to nething and is not without political
bias. The report is more a sort of a defence
than anything else, and thattoo not a suc-
cessful one, of the past policy of the Provincial
Administration in regard to Indian educa-
tion, It commences by quoting a resolution
passed by the Provinoial Council and point-
ing out 'that it had nothing whatever to
dg with the Capetown Agreement—in other
words with the conditions of Indian educa-
‘cation, and goes on to say that their in-
vestigation was merely for the information
of the Government. It then goes on to report
that voluminous evidence was taken from
witnesses including the Agent-General for
India (the Rt. Hon. V. S, Srinivasa Sastri)
and Mr. K, P. Kichlu (Indian Education
Service). But what are its resultant findings?
Nothing more than what has been known all

these years, thas (a) the existing facilities as
a whole in town and counry areas are in-
adequate for the reasonable needs of the
Indian population, (b) that the status, salaries

and method of payment of Indian teachers

are unsatisfactory and (c) that the grants-

in-aid are inadequate on the present basis,

On the question of subsidy received

in respect of Indian education, a subject

which brought to light before the Com.

mittee the grossest injustice done to the

Indian community and which caused even

the European Press to severely criticise,

the Committee seems to have indulged

in a little quibbling, It has recom-

mended that the total amount of Indian

i~

education subsidy shou'd be allocated to
that service thus admitting that it
unjustly misused in the past. By evidently
in order to save the Administration of
its obligation of restituting what has been
already misappropriated the Commiitee
has defended its action by saying that a
restrictive policy in regaid to Indian eduy-
catjon has bzen Rursued by the vaimi"*l
Council up 1o the present moment, and that
in go doing the Council was interpreting the
views pf the general community. By this
excuse it has rendered the position of the
Provincial Council more awkward then it had
already become, for it has confessed that
Indian education has been made to suffer
owing to political reasons. There are
instances of political feelings running high
in other parts of the world but South Africa
and pspecially Nutal, its most loyal Province,
has gone a step further by even denying
educational facilities to Indians as a
result of those feelings which is indeed not
very creditable especially in view of jis
frenzied imperialistic professions. The Com-
mittee has, moreover, taken no notice
whatever of the elaborate memorandum
of Mr. Kichlu, the Indian educational expert,
nor has it thought fit to deal with any of his
specific recommendations. It has neither
condemned nor discussed them nor even
referred them for the guidance of the
Education Department and the Executive
with its approval. In the circumstances jt is
unfortunate that Mr Bryan the superinten-
dent of Education who is conversant with
the evidence and is proved to be sympathetic
towards Indian education should be absent
from Natal justat this juncture, Itis to be
hoped, however, that he has left a memo-
randum of his views for the guidance of his
officiating successor. It would perhaps not
have been out of place for the Committee
to have made reference to the self-help on
the part of Indians especially in view of the
serious charge proffered against them of
having done nothing on their own for their
education. According to the findings of Mr.
Kichly, during the period 1910 to 1928 the
Administration spent asum of £22,843 on
school buildings whereas the Indian com.
munity contributed during the same period
a total sum of about (30,000 towasds the
cost of Government-aided and Private school
buildings and, in addition, they have now
subscribed about £20,000 towards the cost
of the proposed new Training College, All’

was

;
LI ]
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these important omissions and the defence
and not the condemnatign of the Council’s
past policy even after being faced _with
glaring facts ga to show that the Cqmmlttee
was apathefic and did not use its own
independent and unbiased judgment as it

was expected to do. What little it has
done is certainly something to the Indian
community but it amounts to nothing more
than what it was actually forced to do in
face of facts. The definite gains to the
Indian community from the Committee’s
report are the unanimous recognition of the
inadequacy of the existing facilities and the
recommendation for expansion and improve-
ment of those facilities. This, of course,
is qualified by “as and when funds permit”
and if no endeavour is made they may
never permit. The recommendation to allo-
cate the whole of the subsidy earned by
Indian school-going children to their educa-
tion is the most important gain and in this
conaection it is gratifying to note that steps
are already being taken, as will be seen
from the Budget speech of the Administra-
tor, to utilise the whole amount on Indian
education as from the current year. The
Committee has also recommended the
maintaining of the proposed Training Col-
lege on the same basis as the European
Training College. Thus while the Com-
miitee’s report is not as one would expect it
to be the Indian community will certainly
derive some benefit by it and the Committee
is to be thanked for its more beneficent
attitude towards Indian education as com-
pared to the hostile attitude in the
past.

The Hon. Secretary of the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha
(Natal) writes:—

‘It hag been decided at a conference held under
the auspices of the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha of Natal
toh_ol(_i a conference of all the Hindu Sabhas and
Bocieties of Natal for the purpose of establishing
one central organimation to represent our views.
For this purpose a conference will be held on the
5th day of August 1928 commencing at 2-30. p.m.
at the _Himlu Tamil Institute, Cross Street, Durban,
wperam 2 delegates from each Sabha or Society
will be allowed representation. Should any further

- information be required a small note posted to Mr.
Batya Deva, Secretary of the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha
Box 1770, Durban, will bring the necessary require-
ments. Those wishing to participate in the deli-
berations must inform the Becretary by the lst of

Report Of The Indian Education
Inquiry Committee

The following report has been submitted to the
Administrator of Natal by the Committee appointed
to enquire into and report mpon the guestion of
the education of Indian children and is published
for general information in the Provincial Gazette
dated May 24 : —

May it please Your Honour:

1. In terma of Provincial Notice No. 82 published
in the Nafal Provincial Gazeile of the 15th March,
1928, the following Committee was appointed :— -

J. Dyson, Eszq., M.E.C. (Chairman), F. H. Aoutt,
Esq., M.P.C., C. F. Clarkson, Esq., M.E.C.,, F. W,
Fell, Esq., M.E.C., F. C. Hollander, Esq., M.E.C.,
J. A. Lidgett, Esq., M.P.C., A. L. Pretorius, Fsq.,
M.P.C., and Mr. C. A. B. Peck as Sacretary. :
with the following terms of reference ;— :

(@) The existing facilities as & whole in town
and country areas;’

(® The conditions of service of Indian teachers
in Government and Government-Aided
Schools, including salary, promotion, disci-
pline and pension;

{¢) The present system of Provincial grants-in-
aid and any change which may be consi-
dered to be necessary; "

(d) The financial basis of Indian education, hav-
ing regard to the resources of the Province,
the variong demands upon them, and the
adegunacy or otherwise of the existing Union
Government subsidies in so far as they affect
Indian education.

2. The investigation was conducted at the special
request of the Union Government arising from the
Indian Agreement, This Agreement was entered
into by the representatives of the Union Govern-
ment and the Government of India without any
reference to or consultation with the Governmenta
of the Provinces, and 'your Committes desires to re-
cord that as soon aa the text of that Agreement (as
contained in the White Paper presented to Parlia-
ment) was known, the Provincial Connecil of Natal
passed a resolution in the following terms, which
was adopted on the 10th May, 1927 :—

(1) That this Council views with misgivings the
general conditions of the Agreement entered
into betiveen the Government of Sounth

. Africa and the Government of India in res-
" pect to the Indian question. :

(2) This Counctl further deplores that this Pro- .
vince (which is more sericusly affected than
any other part of the Union) has not been
consnlted through its Provineial Counneil on
those points of the Agreement which con-
template— ‘

(@) A relaxation of existing licensing legis-
lation and
(6) The provision of increased education
facilities for the Indian community,
Thie Council respectfully represents to Par-
liament that these two matters involve not
only questions of definite Provincial policy,
but in the latter instance considerabls finan-
cial obligations. Under these circumstances
this Counncil urges that any contemplated
action in these two directions should be
deferred until the fullest opportunity has
been afforded to this Council to represent
its views thereon,

(3) That, in the opinion of this Council, the
Agreement does not solve the Indian prob-
lem nor does it give protection to the Euro-
pean population against Asiatic encroach-
ment: '
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3. Your Committee empnasises that the request to
the Provincial Administration was merely oae for
an investigation in order that the Government
might be informed a8 to the position of Indian edo-
cation in this Province,

4, Your Commitiee reports that it has taken
volominons ‘evidence from witnesses repiesanting
the Indian commaunity from every part of the Pro-
vince, including that of the Agent-General for India
(the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri) and has also
been furnished with a comprehensive review of the
position compiled by Mr. Kailus P, Kichla
{Indian Education Hervice) and published in u
separate memorandum by him.

Your Commitlee racords the fact that demands
were put forward from all the witnesses for a far-
reaching system of educational facilitier based upon
those pregently enjoyed by the European popula-
tion.

6. After fully reviewing all the evidence tendered
and taking into consideration the factors of the prob-
lem as affecting the general community of this Pro-
vince, your Committee finds—

(#) That the existing facilities as a whole in

' town and country areas are inadeguate for the
reasonable needs of the Indian population;

{0) That there in littls left to be desired 1in the
Government schools, but that in the Grant-
Aided schools the general conditions of the
buildipge and the statns, salaries and metbod
of payment of Indian teachers are umnsatie-
factory;

{¢) That the grants-in-aid are inadeguate on the
present bagis and -that certain changes are
desirable,

* 7, 1t was urged that thers was an obligation under
the Proyincial Snbsidies Act 1925 for the Provincial
Administration to spend on each pection of the
sckool-going population not less than the nmonnt
earned by that section, and in this respect the full
amonunt received on account of Indian school-going
children had not been spent.on that service. Your
Qommittee is satisfied that this interpretation connot
be put npon thia legislative enactment and that the
Provincial Council has not exceeded its powers in
allocating a smaller expenditure to this eection of
education than that earned by its school-going chil-
dren. Your Committee also records the fuct that a
restrictive poliey in regard to Indian education has

been pursued by the Provincial Couuctl up to the

present moment, and is of opinion that in so doing

the Council was interpreting the views of the

general community, It should further be recorded

that this poliey existed prior to the ‘Provincisl Sub-

gidies Act 1925, and bas in no way been uflected by

that legislation.

8. Your Committee desires to make the following
recommendations :—

() Thatas it is necessary to extend the existing

; facilities for.the educntion of Indian chil-

dren, the most speedy alleviation of the

present conditions can be found by an ex-

tension of the Grant-Aided schools throngh-

out the Province together with the provision

of Government achools in large centres of

Indian populalion a8 and when funds per-

mit, and that there shonld be no alteration

in the present system of voluntary attend-

ance; _

(?) and ()’ That the present system of Granle-
jn-Aid whbich are now paid pnrely and
pimply on & capitation busis should be

. changed. The Aided schools should be graded
by averuge stlendance and the finapcial aid
ghould be in the direction of a Provincial
respongibility for the total cost of the teach-

. .arg’ salaries. A proper scheme of silary seales
and conditions of service shomid be intro-
.duced on o more liberal beis than is at

present in existence, and it should be made
applicable to the whnle of the Provines. It
is absolntely essential to eatablish an Indian
Training College in order to sapply the
necessary gualified teachers to provide for the
extension which has been referred to, and
in thia connection the Administration should
accept the gift of the Rt. Hm. Mr. V. 8, S.
Sastri of n fully-equipped Training College
and assome responsibility for ita conduct
and munintenance, and. forther, a8 it i8 quite
imporsible to find protessors in this country
capable of startiog the Training College, the
firet opportnnity should be taken 10 import
them from oversesns.

9. Under the heading of Seclion {d) of the terms
of reference, your Committee haa considered the
possibility of imposing some form of taxation on
the Indian community for educational purposes,
but has found this to be impracticable.  Your Com-
mittee is entirely opposed to any increase in the
general taxatinn of tho Province to provide for the
contemplated expansion. If the Union Government
subsidy is to remain at the present figure of £5 5Ha,
whiclh does not err on the siile ol generosity, the full
amount earned by Indian school-gning children will
hardly be anfficient to finanee the propnsed saltera-
tion of salary scales in the Grant-Aided schools,
Your Committee ia of opinion that the total atnonnt
of Indian eduacation subsidy shonld be allocated to
that service,

It must be pointed out that nnder these clronm-:
stances the mere continnance of the present snbsidy,
will leave no funds available for any proposed ex-
tension., Your Committee is satisfied that a large
and immediate inereass in attendance can be antiol-
pated but, ag the Provincial Snbridies Act providea
that the subsidy is only to be paid on the attendance
fignres of the previons rear, a financial problem of
some magnitnde is presented. It can be stated safely
that the Act sbove referred to only contemplated
dealing with conditions existent at the time that it
was pasded, snd did not take into consideration any
abnormal demands sach as have undonbledly arisen,
a9 the result of the Capelown Agreement, Under
thess circomstances your Cnmmittee recommends
that immediate repregenlationss bs made to the
Union Government to meet the financial abligntions
that will ensne, by providing that the subpidy for
this abnormal increase of Indinn children shonld be
granted year by year in resp=ct of the carrent year's'
increased attendance, for such period as the antici-
patedd annual abnorma] increass ahall continue, in-
stead of the deforred systemm which al present pre-
vails: and fnrther recommends that in the event nf,
snch financial assistance being wyreed to the total
amount nf snch funds uvailable be alloeated to the.
provision of Indian edocation. In this connection
attention ia drawn to the fact' that the Provingial
Subsidies Act makea no distinction as to the pay-
ment of gabsidy in respect of the nationality of
student teachers, and your Committee urges that the
proposed Indian Training College should be snbei-
dived on rimilar lines to thosa of the Knaropean
Training Colleges. !

10, Capital expenditure will hn neceseary in order
tn make provision for snme of the recommendations’
conigined herein and, a8 this can only bo dealt with'
in the ordinary way on the cupital calimates of the
Province, the Committeo regpmmends that the ques-”
tion of the funds now in bund belonging to the'
Indian Immigration Trust Board shonld be explored
with a view to ascertnining whether these fnndsg
conld not bs mads available for the pnrpose of form-
ing a special capital fund for the erection of Govern-’
mont Indian echonle and, in special cirenmatances,’
for the improvement of exiating Aided schools; and,’
further, that representations be made to the  Union'
Government nrging that the neceesary action, legis-'

N
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lative or otherwise, be taken to give immediate
effect to this proposal. ]

11. Yoor Committee desires to place on recorid ita
appreciation of the action of the G—ovs_ernment of
India in placing at its disposal the services 9f twn
edocational experts in the persons of Mr. Kmlas P.
Kichla, M.A., Deputy Director of Public Instruction,
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Viee Chancellor
of the University of Agra, and Miss C. Gordon, B.Ed.,
Professor, Teachers’ Training College, Saidapet,
Madras, and to acknowledge the wvaluable servi_oes
which they bave rendered to the Committee dauring
the coorse of the Enquiry.

12. The Committesr records its appreciation of the
services of Mr. C. A. B. Peck, who has acteld as its
Secretary, and of the courtesy and attention given
by all the Provincial officers during the course of
the Enquiry.

J. Dysox, (Chairman),
FraxK H. AcUTT.
CHas. F. CLARK30ON.
F. W. FELL

F. C. HOLLANDER.
JOHN A. LIDGETT.

A. L. PRETORICS.

Provincial Council Buildings,
Pietermaritzbarg, Natal,
16th May, 1925,

“A Pretty Poor Bit Of Work”

‘Natal Witness” On Education Committee’s
Report

The Nalal Wilness has the following leading article
in its igsne of May 25 :—

The report isened yesterday by the committee
appointed to inquire into Indian edocational facili-
ties (or the lack of them) in Natal, is as sorry and

bame-faced a document as we bave read for some
ime. It deserves, indeed, to be filed brside Lab ur's
pologia in re McTaggart, some of the wanif stoes

f the National Council and Dr. Malan's choicer

iecee of casuisiry over the Flag BilL Having been
forced against its will inlo institatineg this investi-
gation, the Conncil hus discovered, what its Suaper-
intendent of Edncation has been telling it in his
annaal report for years, that “the existing faciliti-s,
as a whole, in town and country xsreas, are inadequata
for the reasonable neels of the In.lian population,”
and that the buildings, the status. the salaries and
the method of payment of the Iu.lian teachers in
Grant-Aided- Schools are Dosatisfaciory. So far,
however, from endorsing Mr. Hryan’s dictam (an-
accountably suppressed) thut the Provinee “is neither
proud nor satisfied” with this position, or aceepting
any respoasibility for it, it takes refuge behind the
fuct that “a restrictive policy has been pursaed by
the Provincial Counacil in regard 10 Inaian education
for years” and considers that, in pursniong it, the
Council was “interpreting the views of the general
community.” This high conception of its fanclions
bas, of conrse, already been expreszed once for ali
by Mr. Acaut when, in a debate on this very subject,
he roundly declared: “We are not hers to Eay
what is right or wrone. We aew here to do what the
public wants. Bat one hardly expecied to gee it
repeated in writing, with the Bignature of Beven
mel_nhers attached 10 it.  On the specific point that,
while spending noihing itself, it has devoted to
ot!:er purpoees a large portion of the subsidy re-
ceived h;)m the Union( Government for Indian eda-
®ton; the scmmittee (for venienes
W W Cotincll}] protemses cuﬂn:ﬂ'munnm:-i&n:z rgflt:
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doubt fearing that, if it pleaded guilty, it wonld be
boond to sarrender something of what it has mis-
appropriated, it “'is satistied that it has not exeeeded
its powers in allocating a smaller expenditare to
this section of edncation than that earmed by ita
school-going children,” and that the contrary inter-
pretation cannot be pnt npon the Provineial Sab-
sidies Act of 1925, We need not argne that matier
again., If anyone remembering Mr. Havenga's state-
ment that : -

“The grants were deemed by the Baxter and
Eslocation Administration Commission to cover
what was considered to be the reasonable cost
of edacation for the whole of the Province, and
what gshonld be the reaponsibility of the Union
Government,”

and remembering that they were based on school
attendanes, can pursuade bhimself that the Counecil
was not morally bound to spend them on eduacation
in the case of the Indiap commanity, as it has
regularly done in the case of the Emropean and
eoloared enmmunities, then bhe desarves a seat on
the Provincial Council. As a fact, the Conncil gives
the game away by recommending that these pecaia-

tions shall cease and that, for the future, the whole -

sabsidy shall be spent as it was obviously intended
to be spent. The “annecessary” inquiry has, there-
fore, done that much good. Bnt that isthe extent of
the Committee’'s magnanimity, With perfectly
amazi when one recalls that it does not
even spend on Indian ~docation what it has been
given, it telis us that it “considered the possibility of
imposing some forax of special taxation om the
ladian eommnunity for educational parposes™ If it
had seen its way to impose it, it wounld then, pre-
sumably, have pocketted the whole £35 5s. That
amiable solation being imopracticable, it commits it-
s=lf to a benevolent desire for the provision of
Government S¢hools in large centres of Indian po-

pulation “as and when fands permit,” (they will

probably be opened at the Greek Kalends), ia
gracionaly in favour of accenting the fully-equipped
Uaining cullege which Mr. Sasiri nffers to provide
(wili it also help him to secure safficient grouad for
it ?), bat otherwise “is entirely opposed to any in-
crease io the general taxation of the Provinee to
provide for the contemplated expansion.” Well, we
are onticely opposed onrselves to any increase in
taxation, or indeed to its existence, from a personal
and selfizh point of view. Nor do we contend that

Natal shonld at once increass .its expenditure on -

Indian education by some hoge amoant Bat it
S+ems 10 us quite extranrdipnary thal, agreement or
nn agreement, the Coanecil ean definitely repadiate
all respoasibility for the education of a large section
of the populativn of the Province, and gay. as it
does eay in effect, *“We will spend what you give
us, and if yon want us to epend any more yon must
#ive us more.” How on earth can any member of
the Committee reconcile tiis attitnde with an ex-
penditare of £13 2s. per head on coloured educa-
tion, against a sebsidy of £5 5s.—the identical sab-
gidy that is given for the Indian ? Why is it “en-
tirely oppos=d” to paying for any education for the
Indian et of Provineial revenaes and yet preparad
to pay £7 17s. per head for the colonred ? The
aaswer, we are afraid, is prejodice, that prejadice of
which it acenses the Penvines bat which, we ventare
to guess, is not nearly eo rife ontside the Conncil as
it appears to be within it. The impression is eon-
firmed by the quite gratnitons repablication of the
protest made, after a singularly inept and platitadi-
nous discnssion, just over a year ago. The Council is
apparently opposed at heart to the Capetown Agree-
ment and anxions to retorn to the good old days of
a “restrictive policy,” but does not like to say so. If
that is the case, it is a very gool thing that it was
nat eonsulted before the A arrived at,
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within the British Empire which would not spon-
taneously agree with Mr. Bryan that “no Province
can afford to sustain deliberately a large sectiod of
its population in enforced ignorance,” which would
have needed such strong external préssure to make
it realise thet this question “cannot be burked much
longer,” or which would be ready, when compelled
to face it, to burke it again.

A Union Liability

Thus the Natal Mercury under the ahove heading :

The Indian Edacation Commission has not added
very greatly to our knowledge on the subject into
which it inquired. but it hza made some nsefnl
suggealions towards meeting a need which the Union
Government virtually promised should be met, if it
were found to exist. The report which Appeared
yeaterday collates & number of facts, the majority of
which were already public property. There has been
admittedly a tendency upoun the part of the Pro-
vineial Administration to go slowly in respect to
Indian education, and the facilities made available
did not nearly equoal the demand made by the Indiart
community. The canses of this state of affairs are
equally common property. The firat is the state of
European public opinion; the second the lack of
fands. During a series of years when the Provincs
has found the very greatest difficulty in balancing
its - accounts it would have been mnseless for the
Execntive to have submitted estimates which pro-
vided for any substantial increage in the vote for
Indian eduncation; the Council would have at once
suggested that here was an opportunity to uee the
pruning knife. Bat it is a fact, and here the Indian
has a distinet grievance, that all the moneys received
as subsidy from the Union Government for Indiad
education in Natal have not been spent in thut
directior, Rather the Administration has preferred
to lump the amount received for the education of
Coloured and Indian children; and has framed its
total expenditure for these two sections at a sum
approximating the total received. In a sense the
Coloured communitv has benefited at the expense
of the Indian—that is to say that the cost asbove théa
pubsidy which the Coloured education has involved
has beeri met by the surplue from the snbsidy
received for Indian scholars.

But admitting the Administration has been un-
geherous to.the Indian, it is faced with very definite
difficulties in meeting the demand for additional
edncation facilities. .The coat per puopil in the
limited humber of Govérnment schools for Indians

. which at present exist is approximately 40 per cent,
above the amount of the aubsidy. It bas not been a
matter of practical politics to extend this system the
cost of which would have fallen almost entirely
upon the Europesn taxpayer, and chief reliance has
been placed npon the aided schools to which a grant
based on. attendance has been made, These have
been established by missionary societies and other
‘bodies, and while all applications by suitdble persons
have been met.such g systemi must necessarily prove
far from adequoate. While something can be doneas
is proposed by the: Committes by & rearrangement
of the grants 8¢ that they are definitely earmarked to
meet the salaries of staffa at these achools, and.by
taking steps to ensure that the whole of the amount
recoived as suheidy is definitely set aside for Indian
education, any additional funde required shomld
come from the Union Government, not from the Pro-
vince, and in this respect the Committee makes ‘two
interesting suggestions.

These two suggestions are the kernel of the report.
The first i that in order to meet the increased
charges which must fall wpon the Provines if an
endeavonr.is made to provide the additionsl facilities
required, the subsidy ehould be calculated on the

attendance for the current year, not on the previous
year as is the present practice. If, as anticipated,
the Indian echool population growa rapidly the
adoption of this conrse will make a substantial diffef-
ence to the amount recsived. It is altogether g fajr
request to make to the Union Treasnry, for it is
because of an agreement made by the Government,
régarding which the Province was not consulted,”
that these claims for additional consideration ariee,
The secoud snggestion ia that 8 portion ot the fonds
invested by the Pabli¢ Debt Commissioners 6 bekalf
of the old Indian Immigratioh Trast Board should
be made available fof the ereetion of Government
Indian Schools, This fund shows a balance of
£110,000, only a small proportion of which can be
required to meet any liabilities which might arise.
The greater part of it presumably consiste of amonnts
paid in by employers of indentured Indians in order
to secure to them their retaurn passage to Ihdia,
Those Indians have abandoned the right they po:
esessed, and part from this the Government has taken
over the liability for the passage of any Indian who
desires to proceed to that country. The money is
thas lying idle, and will coritinue to accamnulate. It
was paid into the fund for the benifit of Indians, and
though legislation will be required befors its
diversion takes place, there can be no doubt that
these funds, if they are disbursed, should be
expended on behalf of thesg people, Their repre-
sentatives. both official and wunofficial, elaim that
schools are their most pressing need, and therefore
if these moneya can be utilisad they should be
released for these purpose. In thess dirsctiona the
Committee has done usefal , work, and theis
recommendations should galh thé approval df Gov-
ernment for it is in order to implementan agreement
for which the central authority is entirely responsible
that this question has now been brought t5 a head.
The inquiry which the Government promised
should be held has taken blace, the Committee has
shown what is required, and inidicated how the need
to some extent tan be met. Gdvernment tndonbtddly
desires to carry ont the Gentleihen's Agreement!
and it will be foolish if it does not nuoept the
suggestions by which it can meet with comparativé
eage some of the liabilities it then aceapted.

Social Paralysis And Foreigt
Rule
Mr. C. F. Andrews’ Views
{ Contintied on page 150)

Playing for Safety

The normal routive which has becomé a Hiil
convention, is for the foreign fuler in &ll ocial mat-
ters to ‘play for safety’. He dodges the plaiid _idsn'e;
fearing an upheaval. A Mustafa Komdl Ghazi can
carry out sweeping social changes, becaust his hand
is on the pulse of the- people over whom his sway
is almost absolute. He is their hero and sapreme
patriot. Buta Viceroy, however noble-minded, is
rather like a suspected enemy, who comes over from
Englaud to exploit India’s weakness. This saspicion
of British rule in India has beecome deep as life itself,
and even nnble acts come nnder its miasma.

It has been my daily experience for pearly a
quarter of a century to watch the course of even'iid
in Indin, with an eager longing for advance in human -
tarian directions. Kvery day my own conviction—
slowly and painfully formed-—has grown stronger,
that the role of the foreigner is now definitely
standing in the way of healthy aocial refnrm. Even
with the very imperfect Legislative Councils, nnder
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the Roform Act of 1919, progress has been far morse
rapid than under the autocracy which preeedgd.
Bat it has not been rapid enongh: and the official
vote is continnally given for reaction. It has been
a commonplace of these recent years to watch the
British Government in India relying for its sapport
on those nominated and elected members who stand
out for blank conservatism without progress. Govern-
ment officials have been told to go into the lobby
gide by side with these conservative reactionaries.

A Crucial Question.

It may be asked, in criticism of what I have
written, whether the depressed classéa themselves
wonld stand to gain or to lose under Swaraj. This
is a crucial question. Unphesitatingly I would say
that today the sirongest forces working for their
emancipation are to be found outside Government
circles, By far the most powerful movement fo;
their upliftment is the national movement. If the
British rule were to cease tomorrow, the depressed
classes would at once be brought into the foreground
of the pnational programme. Japan wag able partly
to solve its own ‘ontoonchable’ problem, because it
had the matter ia its own hands from the very first.
Bat in India the spirit of reform is continually de-
feated by a laggard administeration. While writing
this, T am not nuominded of the fact thit the talé of
law in India, without respect of persons, has been
one of the most persiatent canse of whatever uplift-
mect has already been made. Buot hereagain the evil
of foreign rnle is apparent because the one person
who claims exemption and privilege under the law
in the foreigner himself. ) .

All that I bave tried to state cannot be reasoned
out here. But what may carry conviction is the
fact that the conclusions I have reached have been
against the patural bent of my own mind, when ¥
first came out to India many years ago.

The Dead Hand.

Icanses that I have left three vital gquestions
almost without a direct anawer:—

(1) Will the acknowledged social evils, which
have grown ap along with the whole caste gystem,
especially those relating to child marriage and widow
remarriage, be remedied more guickly under Swaraj,
or will their removal be retarded?

(2) Will the purdah gystem, leading to the un-
healthy seclusion of women among the higher classes,
especially in Northern India, be brought more
qngckly toan end under Swaraj, or will it be
strengthened *

(3) Wil the existing absence of elementary rights
of justice and civic freedom. noticeable in many of
the Indian states, be relieved more apeedily under
Swaraj, or will its area increase?

My own personal experience has been that all
these necessary changes are being retarded rather
thun aceelerated under the preseat system of govern-
ment. Tt is true a slight "speeding up’ immediately
appeared when the.semblance of .Swaraj. wag -Eiven
under the Reform Councils. Bat the unsgtisfactorir
ang half-hearterd character of those reforms soon led
to the very best and ablest Indian statesmen giving
them up. after having tried them, a8 being essontially
unworkable. . That initial impulse,, which promisad,
to lead to somothing, has now died away: and the
suspicion of British rule has darkened every pros-
pect. QOne of the finest membera of the Indian
Civil Service said fo me: ‘The hest that c4n be said
for.diarchy is this, that it is absolately impossible to
coantinme it. By iws very nature it drives us forward
to something more responsible.’ .

The zreatest of all hiodrances to rapid social
progress 10-day is the almoat complete lack of con-
fidence betweep the rnlers and the .rnled. In such
an. unhealthy atmosphere no thoroughly healthy
social reform. is possible.

Added to this, a stage has been reached in all
these great issues, wherein the presence of a third
party becomes hindrarce, rather than a help, tr
progress, It is true that there might be’ for a time,
more confasion if the third party—thd foreigner—
were not in evidence. But there would be also ifi-
finitely more inner urge towards self-recovery and
improvement. For initiative comes aJong with res-
ponsgibility, not throngh dictation. The hand of the
foreigaer after ali, in the long run, is & dead hand;
it cannot bring life.

News In Brief

In the cotrse of his bundget speech last Tuesday
Mr. H. Gordon Watson, Administrator said —_

I think it advisable to eay that thé Kxecarivd
Committee is in full agreement with the conclusiong
arrived at by the Indian Edacation Enguiry Com-,
mittee, and propose to ask the Council to approve &f
an amount nf approximately £9,000 being added to
the Estimates for further education of Indian chil-
dren. If the Council approves, thé positiod will b
that the whole of the subsidy received in respect of
attendance of Indizan children will be nsed for edm-
cating these children. It is hoped that the Uniof
Government, in accordance with the recommends-
tions of the Committee, will grant subsidy in respect
of the attendance of Indian children during thé
previous calendar year, as laid down by the Fioan-
cial Relations Act of 1925. If this, proposal is
agreed to it will be possibld t6 exterid furthet the'
educational facilities for Indian children from fonds
to be made available by the Government during the
present year, and thé Execative Committee i pr&-
pared to recommend to the Conncil that the whole
amount so made available should be expended on .
Indian edacation, the nédessiry provisiof f6& any
expansion by reason of this arrangement being pro-
vided for in additional. estimates. The Committee
recommended that steps should bé takén with the
view to ascertain whether certain funds at the dis-
posal of the Indian Immigration Board counld be
used for the erection of buildings for Indian schools.
This matter has been referred to the Government,
and a reply is awaited. .

—0 v - -4
In accordance with the provision in the Indo-Uniomnr
Agreement, “to take special steps under thé Publié
Health Act, for an investigation into the sinitarg
and housing conditions in and round Darban,__which,
will include the question of (1) the appdintment
of advisory committees of representative, Indizni

and (2) the limitation of the sale of mupnicipa) ,land,

subject to restrictive conditions” stepa are now being
taken by the Union Health Authoritiea, . In _g .
communication to the town clerk, who opened
negotiations with the Secretary for the In-
terior on this maatter, Dr. Mitchell, Secretary. for
Pablic Health Department writes that,it ig ,proposed
to appoint a commistee to investigate the sanitary
and housing conditions and to consider the appoint-
ment of advisory comumittees of representative Ipd;
ians and the limitation of the sale of muanicipal land.
It is pronosed, he writes, that the committee consist
of Sir Edward Thornton a8 chairman and twe gther
members constituting the execntive committee of
tba Central Housing Board;: the- assistant health
officor for the Union stationed in Natal, onn member
nominated by .the Administrator of Natal, one
member nominated. by the Durban Borough Couneil,
and one member nominated by the Minister of the
Interior, and two assessors nominated by the South
African Indian Congress throngh Mr. Sastri. It is
further soggested that the committee might meet
in Durban on eome convenient date withinthe
next two or three months. and that .itr.should, be

: *possible for it to complete its labours within a week;

-



