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OPINION

THE “FORT HARE SCHEME”

T

*“This Committee views with deep concern
the Union Government’'s Fort Hare scheme
aiming at the arrogation of the inferior status to
‘the Indian community ‘of South Africa and re-
cords it emphatid and indignant protest against
them to safegnard the political g\tatns of the
community in the sn h-contment "

* Farther it is of opinion that pressare shonld
be brought. to bear upon the Government of
India* to’ ﬂemand throngh tho Anant—General in
Ehe Umon eqqa} faclhpeﬂ in tho Dnropoau nm-
yergmqq, fglhpg which to ask for gpecial nrov;-
sion for the Indian students in the Union of

. South Africa.” '

Though the wording of the first part of
the {ssolgtl‘lqn gloes pot seem very clear the
sense of it is quite clear. The Soc1ety is

1t::s!mg the Umqn Government’s Fort
l—fa;e hemf: We wouder if those res-
onSIble for passing the resolution really
tgok .ghe trouble of understanc]mg what the
scheme is. The “ scheme ” is a part of the
petown Agreement in Wthh the Upion
Goverqmept have expressed their wﬂ!'mg-
ness, “(a) in view of ‘the admittedly grave
sitiiation: “in Tespect of }ndlan educatlou in
atal, to advise the Provincial Administra-
tloq !:o a Pomt a Provmcne.l Commlssmn of
inquiry and tQ obtam the assistance of an
_educational expert from the Government of
India for the purpose of such inquiry; and
)] tg consider syn‘;pathetlcajly the question
of j ;mprov_pg 'the facilities for hxgher educa-
tion b prowdmg suitable hostel accommo-
dation af the 'Sauth African Native Co]lege
at Fort Hare and otherwise improving the
attractiveness of the institution for Indians.”

We fear the members of the Islamic
Soc:ety have woke up rather late in the da.y,
for they seem. .t 'to be' ignorant of the fact that
Indians. mcludnng ‘their co-rehglomsts have
been taking advantage of this institution for
some years and are “not only not any the
‘worse’ for it but they believe it to be a
b[‘eestng to them; furiher that,what the Union
quernmet;t have now promlsed to do, and
that not on thelr own but at the request of
the Indian ' commumty, is to' increase ;:he
the facilities that are already existing in that
institution in or%er ‘that Indian students may
be zble 10 take hetter .advantage ‘of it and
be more comfortably accommodated

"Now, is tl'us ‘what our fnends in Pretoria
are out to oppose ! ? and for what reason ?

Whiit they are opposmg is a 'thing

E Pretaria Islamic Society has
passed the following resolution :-—
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that is long in existence and if they slept
over it all these years there is surely no
justification in their opposing further im-
provements being made.

But the reason that has prompted them
to oppose is worth considering, Their
argument is that by placing them together
with Natives they are being given an
inferior status, They do not know that the
class of Natives at Fort Hare is just as good
if not superior in intellect and manners to
the Indians that go ihere, and that if things
are left to go on in their present state and
if Indians only look after tneir purse and not
tq the lmprovement of their social and in-
tellectual’standard, in a decade or so they
will find to their utter astomshmen; that
Natives will have surpassed them in every
respects and that it will be no longer a
case of Indians not wanting to be amongst
N atives but Natives not wanting to be
amongst Indians. It will be well to ‘bear
this fact in mind. S

Moreover, when we object to being placed
amongst Natives, what justification have we
to protest against Europeans dxscnmmatmg
against us? Have they not the right o feel,
even as we claim to have, that their status
would be lowered by having Indians as
their neighbours ?

Whlist on the one hand we oppose, tooth
and nail, the pr1nc1p]e of segregation, on
the other we are actually justifying segre-
gation; for that is what the Pretoria Islamic
Sometys resolution amounts to. It is the
race pride that prompts us to do this. We
with our bitter expenences in India of the
untold miseries in consequence of that race
pude should be above it. It is that race
pride, we have not the least doubt, that will
brmg about the downfall of the Enghsh
peop: le. We who protest against Europeans
in South Africa treating us as inferiors have
no rlght to treat others as ‘such.

We are surprised that ilt has not dawned
upon our Pretoria friends that an institution
that was hitherto closed is now open to us
isa step forward,

We who are opposed to the principle of
segregation believe it to be the inherent
right of every citizen jrrespective of race or
colour to have access to every institution.
There should be no such thing as “exclu-
sively” for Indians, or Natives or Europeans
or any particular race. No good Govern-
ment would allow such a thing or base its
legislation on those grounds.
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“’hlls; therefore, the first part of the
above resolution of a section of Pretoria
Indians is condemnable the latter part, we
feel, is commendable. Their claim for equal
facilities in the European universities is in
keeping with our objection to the principle
of segregauon For the Union Govern-
men; to :akc that step would be a laudable
thing, but we are conscious of the fact' that
it will take some considerable time to erad:-
cate a deep-rooied evil. ' -

“Meanwhile it will be wise for Indians to
remember the old saymg “God helps those
who help themselves,” and do everything
poss;b'le independently for their own edu-
cation and not idly rely upon the Gow‘rn-
ment to do comethmg
"We regret theaction aof the Islamic Saciety
of Pretoria who ave evidently been enamour-
ed with the view of Mr. Habib Motan who
was very rightly rebuked by Dr. Rabindra-
nath Tagore. ~We have the satisfaction of
l-mowmg however, that that view is shared
by~an insignificany section of our com-
munity. :

Have Indiéﬁs; Dénga Nvmhing For-
" “Theis Qwn Educatipa ?

A False Charge' Against The Cﬁmmyﬂ_ity’

The following are instances of self-help on the
part-of Indians by sabscribing to or- actnally baild-
ing the'following echools andt-in the case of the 50
private schools; not .only building bat ‘paying- for
the' upkeep of the echools :which indeed falsifies
completely the charge ugainst the community that
thes have dene nmothing for sheir own:- edueat:on S—

" Gavernment-Aided Schools
Naues or Scaoons. o
Paid partly by the commanity.

1. Cla.u-wood

2. Olair Estate Buailt by Mr, Baboolal au Indian,

3. Darnali . Purtly pmd by the commnm&_y.

4, Fau-breeze do-

-') Greénwood. Park Built by toml Indian resndents.
Hi!l View Built by Indian community;

Grant of £30 was given to the
community for building from
the schoo) income by Grantee.

Entirely built by Indian com-
mupity—the best - wood and;
iron school. Indian echeol com-
mittee called & meeting and
assessed themselves accordwg
to their wages. *

7. Lidgetton

8. Malvern Budilt by parents and guardians
e of‘the Indian children attend-

ing the school.
9. Newlands Built' by -Indian cemmunity,
10. Nonoti Built by Sanathan Vedlc Shar-

maPartmla:

11, Newcastle

Indians pay the rent and re-
‘cently increased their fees to

. run the echooL

12. Satherlands
13. Sea View -

14. Tinley Manor
13. Tongaat Girls’
16. Merebank -

17. Umbloti

13. Umzinto

19, Yerulam
20, Howick
21. Esteourt
22, Yerulam

23. Portaheps’tone

Partly eplarged by Indiana
Partly by gubscription ‘ from
Indian ¢commaunity.

—— _do__.
do

Enatirely by Indian community.
do- - do

Partly by subsecription from
Indian community. ’

do do
Yut up by Indian Sabha.
Sapplied Farnitare. -
Will make their bmldmg over
to Govt.

Partly erected by subscnphon.

Private Schools

1. Newecastle
2, Dannhaaser

3. Dundees
4, Ladysmith

3. Glencoe

5. Lower Tugela
7. Estcourt

3. Durban

L]
9. Stxnger !
10. Umzmto

11. Estcoart
12. P.M.Buarg

13. Tiger Kloof

14, Bornside Collier - -+
15. 1eenembiiTongaat}

16. Chaka's Kraal

17, Penirich
13. Greytown

19. Tongaat’

2{_). Richmond

21, Pinetown

22, Sarpia -

23.

24, Sea Cow Lake
25. Sans Sonci
26, Sydenham
2%, Overport

28. Kearsney

Hindn Pathsha]a.

Hiandua school.  Madrasa. Miss
Thomas' school (Epglish). They
are prepared 1o find the money
for a school.) -

Tawmil sohool {Madrasa).

Hindi school, (Madrasa), Will
hand them over to Government
if vernacolar ecould be- tunght
ont of regulatiops. '
Hindi school.’ -
English school—will give land
ior a ‘Government school reng
free. Farm school (Meyer s farm
Hindun school.

Madrassa.

Madrassa.

Teachers' training school.
Tamil Institate cost £3500.
Tamil school in May Street and
20 other schools. Parsee Rus-
tomjee gava £1600,° - - .-

mag b

" Madrasa cost £204,

HinYustani
Hindustani.
Hmdustam.
‘ + deo - are willing to plaee
it at the diaposak of the Depart-
ment, [T O B Y T R
Tamil echool.
English school.
~do. -~ C

do they are prepared
to give two acres and to raise!
the money for:a:building if
Govtl. will start a Govt. school.

" English school." Wilt makeé it

over to the Administratiom:* *+

Hindu school.* = * ** ™t
English school.
Madrassa cost £800. Tamil
school cost over £3000. Willing
to hand over to Government. .
Erected quarters at.a-:cost of
£200 for Head Teacher on &
£ for £ basis. . During the Jast.
iwo years there hag been. . a
deficit which. local I,ndlansnave
met. - R
Private.

do.

do
English school.

do

do

do
Tamil schosl,
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Indian School At Chaka's Kraal

Opening Ceremony By Mr. Sastri

The opening ceremony of the new Indian school
at Chaka’s Kraal on the North Coast was performed
last Sunday afternoon in the presence of a large
crowd of Indians and Europeane by the Rt Hon.
Brinivess Sastri. The school was already existing
there but the bujlding not being suitable Indians in
the district eollected funds and ervected a new build-
ing which is very well .ventilated and sitnated on a
beautiful site on a hill-top and will accommodate
about 200 children.

Among those pressent at the function were in-
cluded besides the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri Messra.
K. P. Kichlu the Indian Edacationigt, . Kodanda
Rao, V. 8. (. Pather, Sorabjes Rustomjee, P. R,
Pather, A.l Kajee, M. M. Gandhi, P. Dinshaw
irom Durban, Mesars. Loonst and Advocate B.
Gebriel from Stanger, Mr. Choonoo from Tongaat,
Mr. and Mrs. Lazarus from Darnsall and many others,

The school building was gaily decorated with palm
leaves and at 3 p.m. on the arrival of Mr. Sastri Mr,
Roopsingh welcomed those present and after chant-
ing a verse by a well-known Indian poet on the
praise of edncation offered a golden key to Mr.
Sastri who opened the building amid applanse. The
Hall was fully packed within a few minntes and
after a few welcoming remarks by the chairman Mr.
Sastri was garlanded by one of the school girls and
bouguets were presented to Messrs, Kichlu, Rao and
other prominent membera of the commnnity.

Speeches emnlogising the work of the district
Indians in erecting the spacious school brilding
were made by Messrs. B. Gabriel, Choonoo, V. 8. C.
Pather, Sorabjee Rustomjee and others and the
Secretary read his report which showed that a sum
of £50 was donated towards the school by the
Rustomjee Education Trusts which was acknow-
ledged by the school committes with thanks.

Interesting recitations arfl dialognes were per-
formed by some of the school boya and girls.

Mr. Kichlu then spoke in Urdu congratulating the
district Indians for the keen iunterest they were
showing in the education of their children. He ad-
vised the parenta not to take their children away from
school after they had passed the second or third
gtandard but to give them complete edacation at
least up to the sixth standard for that was the only
way in which they could make good citizens of
them.

Mr, Sastri in the course of his address gave the
hope that good results would come ount of the
recent Educatioh Inquiry. He commended the
example of self-help the district Indians had
shown for it falsified the view held by the anthori-
ties that Indians did nothing on their own in regard
to their education. Speaking of the Training Col-
lege proposed to be built in Durban Mr. Sastri said
he wished the College would be officerad entirely
by Indians and that it would be a proud day for
Indians if it could be officered by South African
Iudians. He suggested a scheme whereby that
could be possible and that was that the Indian com-
munity should collect a sum of £2000 or more and:
bank that amount and from the interest derived they
could send a few students to India annually to
qualify themselves as graduates and that by so doing
they would in the course of a decade or so, have a
number of well trained men amongst them who
would enhance the atatus and prestige of the Indian
community generally.

The proceedings terminated with a2 vote of
thanke to Mr. Sastri those present being served
with light refreshmenta before they departed.

Beach Control Draft Ordinance

Indian Community’s Petition

The following is the text of the pelition snbmitted
by the Natal Indian Congress to the honourable the

c_hlairnian and members of the Natal Provineil Conn-
cil:—

The petition of the undersigned, the President
and Joint Honorary Secretaries of the Natal Indian
Congress, a body representing the Indian commaunity
of WNatal, and having its headquarters in Dnrban
respectfully sheweth that:—

1. Your petitioners in their capacities as aforeaaid
aleo represent the Indian Ratepayers of tae Borough
of Duarban. .

2. The Durban Corporation has promoted an.
Ordinance, entitled “To econfer additiona powers
npon the Town Council of the Borough of Darban,
in regard to the Beach and Foreshore of the Indian
Ocean,” which Ordinancs his gons throngh the .
first reading before your Couneil.

3. In the said Ordinance the gaid Town Council
seeks power from time to time by Bye-law to
regulate, control and restrict the use of the foreshore.
by the publie, and for that purpose prescribe the
places where, the times and periods when and the
conditions generally upon which persons may or may '
not be or enter in or upon the foreshore for any
particular purpose, may or may not do any particular
act or thing in or upon such foreshore, and in parti-,
cular to provide for the purpose of bathing separate’
places in respect of Euaropean, Coloured persons,
Asiatics and Natives, and farther prohibit the nee of
any place so set aside for any purpose except that of
bathing aud alse prohibit the use of places set aside
in respect of any one of the said classes by persons -
of another class. ' '

4. Your petitioners feel that the selting aside of
places for the different commaunities for. bathing
purposed ia wrong in principle and amounta to segre- |
gation of the different races who are all burgesses of
of the same Borough.

5. That the foreshore as defined in the said Qrdi-
nance inclndes both the npper and the lower roads
running parallel with the high water mark, and are
used by the Indian community along with the other
commmunities both for pedestrian and vehicular
traffic.

6. Your petitioners fear that the said Town Coun-
eil under the wide powerg songht in the Ordinance,
may restrict the use of the foreshore, other than for
bathing purposes, to the Indian community. _

7. The Indian communily for obvious reasous,
never at any time attempted the use of the present
bathing enclosure at the Boach, and therefore yoar’
petitioners feel that there is no need for such powers
being given to the said Town Council to differentinte
between one burgess and another.

8. Wherefore your petitioners pray ‘that your
Honourable Council will be pleased to take their case
into favourable consideration and grant such relief
as it may deem fit. .

9. And your petitioners as in duty bound will
ever pray.

(Sgd) SORABIEE RUSTOMJER
’ President.
A. I. KaJeE
P. R. PATHER
Joint Honorary Secretaries,
Natal Indian Congress.
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Mr. Sastri Visits Wesleyan
Conference

Appeal For Conciliation

A very cordial welcome was given by the Wesleyan Con-
ference at Maritzbnrg last week to the Rt. Hon V. 3.
Sastri, P. C., who accepted the juvitation of the Con-
ference to meet the members and address them.

In the course of his remarks Mr. Sastri said he regard-
ded it as a privilege to say a few words to the conference.
The mission of the Wesleyan Church was well known in
India, and the Church was doiog excellent work,
bringing education to the poor and relief to the suffer-
ing. In this conptry he noticed that the Wesleyan
Church was occapying u promioent positfon in the
Indian community.

It was 8 great pleasnre to him the other day, said Mr.
Sastri, to open & school for Indian children, for which
the Rev. J. Metcalf was responsible, and he expressed
thanks for such service.

“I look 1oyon and to others,” he continuned, *to
engnage in the ministry of reconciliation.”

He had received much sympathy and assistance, went
on the speaker, but much remained yet to be done in vari-
ons spheres. “You,” said Mr. Sastri, “are engaged in
this work, and are competent to deal with it.”

Change of Heart.

It presupposed a change of heart, he continued. The
task was beyond man’s powers, unless the blessing of God
rested opon it.  Until all people were brought together
in common love the futnre was not clear. '

'In regard to trading licences the deepest prejudice and
strongest opposition were manifest againat his conntrymen, -
who foard it difficolt to ges justice; bat he paid a high
tribote to the law conrts of the conotry, The position
of his people would be a gad one If they were not allowed
to trade, und that seemed to be the trend to day.

It was here, he thought, that the value of the work of
reconciliation came io. His people were, perhaps, im-
patient, but they bad suffered long. There was need to
teach the elementary principles of brotberhond, whatever
the man’s race or coloor. - He appealed with confidence,
and felt assured that whatever was just in his demand
wonld not be denied. He was munch obliged to the con-
ference for allowing him to speak, and he felt that he
was speaking po friends who seemed to vnderstand and
sympahhisef

Education Inquiry Commission

Further Evidence

Natal Indian Teachers’ Society

The Natal Indian Teachers’ Society submitted a
lepgt-hy and very interesting statement to the Com-
mission. Space does not permit us to give the full
text of the statement here but the summary of their
statement i8 as follows :—

.1. All Indian children of school age should re-
ceive education within the maximom period of ten
years, but a commencement should be made im-
medistely,

2. Government Schools, by preference, should be
thablishad where there is a settled Indian popula-

ion.

3. Further extensions should be effected to those
Schools where, owing to insufficiency of accommo
dation, a large number of children ecannot be ad-
mitled.

4. Those of the Government-Aided Schools that

aresituated in permanently populated areas shouwld
be convartad into Geveratent Bobools ks moon s

Foail
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5. Separate Girls’ Schools should be established
where there is a large number of girls requiring an
institotion.”

6. Realising that the posiibility of immeariate con-
varsion of all Aided Schools to Government iusti-
tutions is remote. we ' would suggest that to being
about uniformity in the management of Aided
Schools, the Inspectors of Schools may be appointed
grantees and a uniform scale of salary should be
prescribed with provisiou for leave, promotion, ete.
in respect of teachers employed ia these Schools.

7. (a) Adequate provision should he made for the
establishment and maintenance of & Teachera’ Frain-
ing College in Durban with hostel arrangements.

(b) In the same institution facilities micht be
given for Secondary education to those stadents
passing Standard VI at any Primary School and
desirous of continuing their studies.

8. An improved seale of salaries should be intro-
duced for Indian Teachers in the Government
Schools.

9, The present grant-in-aid payable at the rate of
£2.10-0 on average attend-nce in respect of the
Aided Schoola. is totally insufficent and shomld be
increased to £4-0-0. _

10. The pensions Act 31 of 1910 applies to Euro-
pean Teachers employed in the Government Aided
Schools in Natal. It is snggested that some similar
provision be made for the beuefit of Indian Teachers
employed in the Government-Aided Schools.

11. Having regard to the insufficient subsidy given
to Indian Education in Natal, we beg to saggest
that the Union Anthorities be approached for an
increased amonnt in order to mest the expenditure
entailed for improved conditions and the amount
g0 received shall be earmarked for expenditure on
indian Education,

: i ¥
The “Federation” Gives Evidence

S. P. Nicholas, C. M. Anglia and R. M. Naidoo,
of the South African Indian Federation, submitted
a lengthy memorandum emphasising that the onus
wasupon the present Provincial Administration to
liquidate the outstanding debt to the Indian people
of safegnarding their intereats and educating their
children. It was contended that thers was an un-
gpent balance of £11,500 diverted to othar channels
from the grant which the Province received under
the Act of Union in respect of non-Earopean
education.

Mr. Dyson assared the delegation that there was
no such “accumulated sarplus.”

Replying to Mr. Dyson, Nicholas said that his
gociety was not parely political, bat looked after
the general welfare of the community. It might be
possible that the condition of Indians tc-day was
50 per cent. better than in their fathers’ time. He
would not agree with the suggeation that Indians
were antagonising the Europeans.

*I do not like to hear people ecomplain about con-
ditions when they make no effort to improve them,”
said Mr. Dyson.

Nicholas conld not suggest any method whereby
the Indian could be taxed withont hurting him.

Mr. Dyson expressed vegret that the delegation
had imported a political flavour to their ranks, and
pointed ount that the welfare of the Indians depend-
ed on the Capetown Agreement, which he referred
to as “‘a gentleman’s agreement.”

“There is, a5 you know, acate feeling between
Europeans and Indians,” said Mr. Dyson.

*I don’t admit it,” replied Nicholas. .

Mr. Dyson : It was so acute that a resolntion wea
passed in the Council against the spending of money
on Indian education as the Indians were endangering
trading conditions of the Europeans.

_ Nicholss) In the printing and cabined trades the
Europeans are onttiny in on \he Indtunsy
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M¢. Dyson :  The amount is 4 mers hdgatelle, bnt
you have done mothing tfowards educatinn. Since
Mr, Sastri arrived £20,000 has been placed in his
hands, and he has placed tha matter on a banir of
gheer merit. Even-those who are not anti-Asistic
would fight yonr suggestions tonth and nail. You
are not doing anything serions yourssives for edu-
cation and content yourself with saying wn are not
doing lor the Indians what we are for the Enropeans.

Nicholag #aid the average yearly earnings of an
Indian war £15 por ghnam, - " 0 o

Mr. Hollander : i - You say that the administration
je-fiot mgsaming the: birdep of Indian edacation.
What {8 your arithority for thia?.- - - - !

‘Nicholhs v+ That {8 what we nnderstand. -

Mr; Hollander: Wr-are spending £6,000 to
£7,000 per annum, which shows that the etatement
is not correct, L R L

-In farther replies to Mr. Holiander, Nicholas sald
nn.applivation had been made for the surplusin the
hande of the Protector of Indian immigrants, hut
thay - wonld.~he- pretared to--have this amount
(£18,000) spent on Indian education. s

+ Reforring to the nhte points of the survey, Mr:
Hollander asked if the federation: had takea any
gtet's to ngcertain the cost of the-nine proposals, -

Nicholas raplied that it had nat, but wonld do so.

‘Replying to-Mr: Fell; Nicholas- said - ‘that- it
wag bgasntial that theIndiar children shohld be pht
on the same fhoting a4 the Burpeans as thoy’ would
nover understand each other and there would be no
entl to the agitation, ~ - e R

Mr. Acott 9 How-wotld- this rentove racd hatred ?

~My; Nicholas: Updet - the prebent tondition thé
Tatian:-boy s two years behind the Eoropean and
this ‘canges Friction. + » w00 9b webe b et

Mr. Acatt: Tf they were equally edueatod wonld
this not increase the friction, as they would come
jnto enmpetitionf— Nos + - = tve e 207y

Mr. Hollander: Could the actnal Indian oconpations
absorls:all. 4l.¢ Indian boys who left achionl after be-
ing educated?-— Tt wotld:absorly'a’ fair proportion
and tho-remaihder would find g hatdral’ ontlek: 1

+Mrs Hollandoers Are you ot forgetting that nnder
thd Capetown ‘Agreement there will-be a diminntion
of the Lodian prpsition?—> That may or may hob be.

.In reply to M, Dynon,” Nicholas paid 'the fedem-
tion totalled 800 meambera, 750 baidg’ off the Calod
nialvBorh Wedooiation: '~ The huthber of the Natal
Vigilants Association Wwag not Known.

. £t 0y L
News In. rief
PRI B R R LS S I TP AT VS LT SETR N il
Mahatiis Gandhi' has abandomed ks Birraponn totd
this snmmer owihg' to'thé feath ‘ot Muganlal, his
 nephaw, wito wad 16 hive fal hia plies during fris

L Y R T

abiénce. 'Whila thd \bove mesdikd’ Wi bein Bbnt

feot Oaletittd by the Rov! O.F. Adtlratvad "Riuater’s
message from Bombuy atalés that Mah itmia’ Gahdbi’s
vigit to Eaitope his bbbt Thahditied, “beckiihs” he
said; " hove no* 'mesdiie 16 tleliver perrrnully to
the Weat, but T hope to hive one in 1929, .
T R = =R LR L e e st
The Re¢. 0. T Afidrews writed from 'Oildlitis that
Rablodrank ¢ Tdgore * will féach ' ‘Mafsalilds Hn
Jine 2, dodorpanied by mys-iE Hid Bealth™ bua
bebn sxtremiely precavious owidu to Hearf trouble
and inoredsing 610 ngs, He hds bacli “dgpointed
Hilbert lectrrer, but may find some difficalty in fnl-
fiilling the quage:mnnt. .

SaT R s e

The deleyates who will répressnt Thdid at the maet-
ing of the Emnplre Parligmentary Ashocidlion in
Canan aro Sli-D'Aréy JAndsay, who waa bne of tho
raembers bE the Habibullah Delégafion to the Unicn
in 1926: Pundit Motilal Nehra, the leader of the
Swarijist Party; Dewan Chimanlal and Mr. T G
Goswami. ‘ ,

Depreéssed Classes of {ndid

What The PeoplTa, Have Done For Their
Amelioration.

3 s e B L Pt

An inreresting- debats thol -place - recently 19-the-
Indian Legialative Assembly on the Dapreased Olagses
of Indin which elucidated facts that were. hitherts
anknvwn. -The debste took place on- the motton of
Mr. Jayakar recommending - that-instrnolions.-he
jssned: to all local: Goveramenta to provide: apectal
facilitios for the education of the untonchabled and
other depressed olassea and also for.opening all pab-
lic services to them, specially the police,

'} '}M:r'wr.Ba‘]Pai'u: Mg LA e

1.t IR

Mr., Bajpai. replying on behalf of the Government,
gaid the principle of the resolation -was-anchaliengale.
The point at issne was.tha fadilities provided. for the
education of the dnpressed closses.. . He.did not.oall
them bagkward- classes, .becaust .he knew fromn per-
gnonal experience of some- Brabmins in. Ti.P. who
wate a3 poor and backward &8s any other ¢lisss - Edus
cation being a-transforred. subject, the Government
of Indin was concerned- only «withthe eiuncational
facilities in the.minor-administrations. ., These- areas
had 180,000 persons belonging to.the depressed gloa-
ges. .. Boside,30.1akhs provided every yran for.edny
cation in those arveas;.the Government had snetioned
five.to .ten lakhs as additional. recarring grants and
30.11kbs. ng nonsrecnering @ranta- = ~qrie ns B aen

Mr. Joshi; . How much of this ie anent on higher
and how much on primary aduocation?ual M A . vh

Mr. Bajpai roplied 'bat the bollkiwas spent.on
primary education. . Ilignrea. had , beon oolleeted,
showing that:during the decads 1017 ta-1D20. tie
nnmber of deprense { cings schinnva hed inueanged il
ovor India £rom 285,000.in ;1917 -40-667,000 in- 1026,
which represanted over n handred per cantincreate,
The provincial fignres wern; —Modras, scholava.-in«
creased from 114,000 t209,000 duriug the-draade; .
Bombay, 28,000 to 53,000;. Bungal 36,000-ta 125,000,
7.7, 16,000 1n 75,000;-Panjab, 3,000 15-19,00011Ce By
26,000 to 34,000, He was told there were no depresaed
classes in Burma and Assam. e liaemem

Mr. I3ajpai said, while .within this decade there
had been over n hundred per cent incrense in th
nambor of scholars fromr-superiod clagseswd vl
ouly by 33 per cent. _Mast of this impr-vement had
taken plaes since the inception of the Reforms, A
Targer percontage’ of 'dupredsed - blat4 students wers
reading in general schonls;-whiletm th- speolal schanis
for tham membors from tha snperior glasate.wure also
now getting udniiesion, (+pplunse.). Remarkable re.
gults in this matter had been obtaine 1 through special
achdoly, adecial dchishirshing, Foinlngia i of Lies, fioéril
gratit-incald. nd dhoditl dapitaion gritits to Geachéta
wdipfoyeil in Aihoold wilieh addiiited” deinted olus;
ses. 1a the Ovitial Brovines ey hid @ing Tapibag
sail were granting a bopus to thy head magier of pver
példiary school for’ every muwber, g7 & dopriay
ol'ws, for Wwhow hp conld obtafh 4 prlmgey umjt fopts,
{Applanse) B-sides thése measures, whip\ ., WO
common to all_provipevs, ,36.ayt of the 48 I_p]igu'{qt_u
in the United EII‘OWHP'-?;.,hF}[l Anpaipte SApgeial Bnpyry
visers O foster edncation amo g those classes. El

. Bombay there was :g.pp_acf'ulr iEsr und in Madras  the

commissioner for lahour lonked pfier their position.
Mr. Bajpui olaling | that this pecor shpwad \?ﬂ:
the locil d'm"eriim'antu were keenly uliva to _thel
reaponsibility, Ln the mattée,. ynd, iy, would, jg, the
circumstances be, supersrepdatory.. oy their.pary,
pond diraitinna 1o tha Jacal Goverqrasnis: , Lhosnisis
of tolur s dthony 1ho cominuaities Wad sticke g -
and broadening and he was looking forward to the
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day when resort to any special measares for forther
aducation among the depressed classea wonlgl not ) be.
necessary. He offereit to communicate the discassion

to the local Governments. \ | ‘
Lala Lajpat Rai's Amendment.

Lala Lajpat Rai characterised the Government’s
reply as very disuppointing, especially after the, lond
claims made as trostees of these clusses, He insisted
that special measores must be taken until these
eommunitics were brought up to the level of others.
(Applanse.) Last decade's records did not show
that even one per cent of these classea went to
achool. Hinda private organizations were respnsible

r a good part of the progress in this direction.

be elder brother of Mr. Birla ;was spending Re.
15,000 to Rs. 20,110 a month .on these classes. . He
wanted Bgures showing what bad been done by
Government effort as distinet from private help. He
further wanted that roade and public wells be thrown
gpen and that a census be trken of thess classes, a8
the figure of 60 millions had heen puat op arbit-
rarily by the Gonernment to be exploited for political
pnrposes.

Lala Lajpat Rai. accordingly, moved his amendment.
; This amendment wanted the Government of India
‘to sanction one crore-for the edacation of the de-
pressed classes from the central funds and issme
orders that al]l wells that are not private, all streets
and roads that are public and all institations which:
are finunced or managed partly or wholly from
ublic funda he opened to the depressed classes and
that a special list be made of untouchabies and nthers
who. are-not-antoitchablea bnt are at preaent inoluded
in the depressed clasges in the quernment records.:
St N L o
Mr. Arthur Moore

1 Mr. Arthar Moore held that the problem was
one.-which must be tackled from the:. top.and dot
from the hottom. * The c¢rore thut Lala Lajpat Rai
wanted shonld be set aside to educate the oppressors
and make them conceda the ordinary human rights
tp the depressed classes. Mr. Moore iletected certain
unidercurrenis-on bpth sides of .4he House;: showing
a desire to. make.capital out of nntouchability, But
he asked what were-they. doing for them. There
was a tendency o be self-gatisfied. Recalling the
words uttered by Mr. Gandhi two years ago in Cal-
cutta, that if they attained .Swaraj before ths re-
moval of nntonchability, it would be 8 carse insterd
of a blessing, Mr. Moore declarad that nowherse in
the world snch conditions existed. He deprecated
special facilities which meant preservation of the
principle of nntouchability. ‘Let ug have an army
of people going abont touching the untouchakhles,
drinking water with them. In that way the prob-
lems which must be ripe for solution can be golved,
because we do know that things are moving and
advancing. But it is the gréat problem of India, the
grent problem at the basis of politics, and ontil we
realise thut the whole of this population must at
leas_t be recoguised as human beings, that we cannot
!mve m 4 -country claiming to have parliamentary
institutions this agelong helotry continning. nntil
wa'rediise that, T'do fiot think We ¢in progress vers
far. But Y do feel that if we do unite our efforts,
it we do work together in a partnership, British and
Ind.lans alike, to Femove this thing, we will find that
while we are working iogether, we have made im-
mbnse strides at the sume time in solving the prob-
lem of seli-governmwent.! - :

Mr. Bhargava

’Mr. Thakurdas Bhargava, epeaking as an orthedox
Hindu, declared that every section of Hindus was
prepared to welcome on. enal footing the depressed
clarssgioe . v o . . .

Mr. Moore :  Will Yol shalke lanidy ?

Mr. Bhargava : I will even eat with him,

T

Pundit Malaviya
S Ly iy

Pandit Malaviya opined that mass education was
the only solution of the question of amelioration, .0f
the condition of the depressed classes... With thia
and in view, varions demands were put in. .the
Legislatures from time to. tume,,. But. from 1813, to
1918, .the . Governmert. opposed ,. them.,, or. . were
apatbetic to them. It was..only. after the reforms
were introduced and_edoeation came inta. the, hands
of Ministers in the provinces,.that a definite advance
was made. Either the Gpvernment. shounld,,now
spend move money., or. hand,.over, the, finances of
India to Indians and then they.wounld ,find that,in
ten years' time the problem of the.,depressed classes
wounld become a matter of past history.

... Mg, Jayaker’s Replyu.. weu. s
Mpyr. Jayaker,. replying to, the debate,surged fhe.
Government to formujste & policy in.the Jightof the.
debate and forward the, same to: the, local.Governa
ments. When & private individoal conldl epend .15
lakhs in five years, why rhonld not. the Government:
apend a crore a  year? He,. copfessed -thera.was.a.
palitical meaning . in, his: resolntion;. just as thare
was political meaning in tha Government/a amphasis-
on the depressed classes problem. He wanted their.
progress to be spereded.mpg d ooy
.. - . Government’s Reply..,
. Mr. Bajpai,.replying, .said' the untouchables -in
India numbered only 28.53 millions and not: 60 mila-
lions... The Government.of-India.were . precluded
from spending central fonds on'.provincial ~trang-
ferred subjects. He, however,- offered- thnt in for.
warding tnithe.lncal. Governmentis:totiay’s~debates
he wounld. bring out the points which had emerged
from.: theidebate, | =13 ~Loat fn.Lt Srced N aab

«Lala. Lajpat. Rai’s Amendment--Lost, - -
" The Chair-then put to the-vote the ‘Amendwent’
which -‘was rejected by 47- votes to 235; and My,
Jayaker's resolation;as amended, waa put and passeci
id the following terms:—- : -~ - B

“T'his -Assembly recommends to--the-Governors-
Geaeral in eonncil-to- igsne -directions, to; all: loeal
Governments to- provide ~special - facilities- for the -
education of -the-untonchables and other depressed
classes, particalarly by -reserving beats in therteachers’
training -classes for -them and also*“for opening all
public services to them.’—7%e Leader {Allahabad.)

Lo beloa

a3y *1 L :.-‘.I :e_l ; w k e s
The Story,of My Expériments.
With Truth .
[ By M. K., Gaxpar ]

T m—mameminfin M L

Part IV. Chapter X, -
y R TS B S N vE Y 11)0-;1: i
. A SACRED Rmcor:mo'rromann PENANCE.-

vy A tagn Y e wadhy
A variety of incidents in my life have. hive: cons-
pired to bring e in-.close contaot:-with-.pecple of .
many g¢reeds and many . comounities, and-.ay 8x--
perience with all of them  werrants the statement; .
that I have knpwn,no:distinction between relatives |
and strangers, counlrymen- sad: forsigneis, >white
and coloured, Hindus and: Tndikns: of ~other . faiths,
whether Mussalmans, Parais, Christians: or! Jews.1- -
may say that my heart has beenr incupable nf-makinig
any snch slistinction. I canndt claim this as a-spectal .
virtue as it has bren in my very nuture,. ratherl. than
a resolt of any effort on my party. whireas in ‘the
case of ahimsa (non-violency), brahmacharya (celibaoy), »
aparigralia (noo-possession), and bther eardinal -vit-
tuee, I aip fally eonscious .of, a.continnouns: ptriving .
for the cultjvation pf them.: ,us - aaits e vt 4o 9 mm
, Wheo, [ wag practiging.iv Darbane.my.affins. elexls.
often siaged with 1av, and thers were among them
Hindus and Christians, or to desoribe them by theilr
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provinces, Gujaratis and Tamiliavs. I do not re-
collect having ever regarded them as anything bt
my kith and kin. 1 treated them as members of 10y
family, and had unpleasintness with my wife if
ever she stood in my way of treating them as such.
One of the clerks was a Christian born vf Panchama
parents,

* The rooms of the house, which was built after the
weitern modsel, had no ontlets, as there should be
none for discharging dirty water. Each room had
therefore chamberpots. Rather than have these
clezned by a servant or a sweeper, my wife or I
attended to them. The clerks who made themselves
completely at home would naturally clean their own
pots, bat the Christian clerk was a new-comer, and
it was our duty to "attend to his bedroom.
Mra. Gandhi managed the pots of the others, but to
clean those used by one who had been a Panchama
seemed to her to be the limit, and we fell out. She

conld not bear the pots being cleaned by me neitner

did she like doing so herself. Even to-day I can
picture her chiding me with her eyes red with anger,
and pearl-drops streaming through them as she was
descending the ladder, pot in hand., But I was a
oruelly kind husband. I regarded myself as her
teacher, and so harassed her out of my blind love
for her. :

I was far from being satiefied by her merely
carrying the pot. I wounld have her do it cheerfully.
80 I said, raising my voice: ‘I will not stand this
nonsense in my house.’

The words pierced her like an arrow.
ed back : ‘Keep your honge Lo yourself and let me
go” . I had forgotten mysalf, and the spring of com-
passion had drvied up ik me. I caught her by the
hand, dragged the helpless woman to the gate which
was just opposite the ladder, and proceeded to open
it to push hor out. The tears were runnmg down
her cheeks in torrents, and she said: ‘Have yom no
gense of shame ? Must you 80 far forget yourself ?
Where am I to go ? I have no parents or relatives
here to harbour me.
must put up with your ounffs and kicks ? For
Heaven’s sake behave yourself, and shut the gate.
Let us not be found making scenes liks this !’

. TRIBUTE TO MRS. GANDHI
.I put on a brave face, but was really ashamed, and
shut' the gate. If my wife could not leave ma
neither could I leave her. We have had nmmerous
bickerings, but the end has always been peace be-
tween us. The wife with her matchless powers of
endurance, has a.lways been the victor.

To-day I am in a position to narrate the incident
with some detachment, as it bulongs to a period ont
of which I have fortaunately emerged. I am no
longer & blind infatuated hnsband. I am no more
my wife’s teacher. Mrs. Gandhi can, if she will,
be as unpleasant to me to-day, as I used to be to her
before. - We are tried friends, the one no longer re-
garding the other as the object of lnst. She haa been
a faithful narse .throughout my illnesses, servmg
without any thought of reward.

She shout-

The incident in queshion occurred in 1898, when

I had no' conception: of “Brakmacharya’ It was 8
time, when I thought thatthe wife was the objeot
of her husband’s lust, born to do her husband’s be-
. hest rather than a belpmate and a partner in the
husband's joys and sorrowa, .

It was in the year 1900 that these ideas under-
went a radical transformation; and in 1906 they
took concrete shape. But of this I propose to apeak
in its proper place. Suffice it to say that with the
gradual disappearance in me of the carnal appetite,
my domegtic life became and is becoming more and
more peaceful, sweet and happy,

Let no one conclude from this narrative of a
sacred recollection, that we ure by any means an
ideal conple, or that there is & complete idenuty o
sdeald heméen i Mrs; Getahy. Resiels Boe Hot

_.Being yanr wife, you think-I--

perhaps know whether she has any ideals indepen-
dently of ma, [t ia likaly that mwny n* my doings
have not her approval even to-day. We never da-
cuss them, [ 8ee no good in diicussing them. For
gha wag edncatad neithar by hor parents nor by me
when I ought to have. Bnt she is with one great
quality in a very considerable measnre, a qnality
which moat Hindu wives possess in 8 measnre. And
it is this; willingly or unwillingly, conscionsly or
unconaciounaly, she has considered herself blessed in
following in my foolsteps, and has never stood in
the way of my eundeavonr to lead a life of reatraint.
Though, therefore, there is a wide difference between
us intellectually, I have always had the feeling that
ours ig a life of contentment, happiness and progress.
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