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NOTES AND NEWS

N

T a meeting of the Cape BPBritish Indian
Council held at the National Theatre, Wil-
liams Street, Capetown, on Feb. 5 the

following resolutions were adopted :—

“This mass meeting, in the name of the Indian
community of the Cape Province, desires to place
on record its profound wmense of scrrow and deep
regret at the passing away of one of India’s greatest
and noblest sons. Hakim Ajmal Mobamed Khan,
whos#e unstinted labours and life-long activity on
behalf of the suppressed and betterment of his
fellow-countrymen in India and abroad will always
be gratefully remembered.

“T'his mass meeting, representing a.ll. sections of
the Indian community, learns with alarm that

certain irresponsible and mischievous persons in the -

Cape have falsely allied themselves, in the name of
the Indian community of the Cape Province, with a
cortain recently formed South African Indian
Federation without the mandate and support of the
official Indian organieation in the Cape.

“This meeting strongly deprecates and protests
against such action in the formation of such un-
called for Indian Federation, and hereby em-
phatically declares that it has no connection with
and recognisea no such body.

“Further, this mass meeting unreservedly affirms
ita entire confidenee in the parent body of the Indian
community in Soanth Africa, the South African
Indian Congreas, as the one and only organisation
fully representative of Indian interests and policy
in this Dominion."

A general meeting of the Tranevaal Indian
Women’s Association met recently at 49 Fox Street,
at the residence of Mr. Paiel. Thers was a splendid
tarn out of members, The Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney,
Mesars. Pragji Desai, D, M. Nursco and Adveeate
I. 1. Hazaree were also present. Mrs. N. Pillay was
elected to the chair and the Misses Fanny E.Ernest and
Katie Francis the joint gecrataries wers in attendance.
The meeting folt very strongly on the Liquor Bill
which proposed to deprive Indians from certain

. ppheres of work., Messrs. Pragji Desai, D. M.
Nuraoo and the Rev. B.1.E. Sigamoney also addressed
the meeting and pointed dut the great need for
united organisstions to fight this question and other
gimilar oppressive legislation now operating agsinst
Indians in the Transvaal. The election of officials
then took place as follows:—Patron Mrs. Sarejini
Naida; President Mrs. A, Singaram; Vice-Presidents
Mrs. Thumbi Naidoo, Mrs. P, K. Naidoo, and Mrs.
Hirabhai; Secretaries Miss F. E. Ernest and Miss
Katie Francis; Treasurers Mrs. A. D. Williams and
Mre. Padayachee; Committee Mrs. Archie, Mrs. A.
Padayachee, Mrs. A. Peters, Mrs. S. R. Pather, Mrs.
Pormal Naidoo, Mra. G. Padayachee and Mrs. D.
Ernest,

The following Indian students have passed their
Qape Junior Examination this year +—Moodley

Ruthenvalu, Omar Mahomed Amod, Singk Bahadu
Baldeo, Singh George.

MR. ROOS SAVES HIS FACE
THE Almighty has heard our prayers

for saneness to prevail in connection

with the Liquor Bill. Mr. Tielman
Roos has at last condescended to delete
Clause 104 known as the Colour-bar Clause
from the Liquor Bill which prohibited the
employment of Indian and Native waiters
on licensed premises. These good tidings
will be received by thousands of Indians
who were directly affected by the clause
with a sigh of relief. Mr. Roos has by this
wise step not only saved his face but saved
the honour of the Union Government. The
achievement to the Indian community is
great and yet it is not too great. We would
have been pleased if there would have been
a change of heart in Mr. Roos. But that is
not to be. Mr. Roos has been forced to
withdraw the clause and while doing so he
has had in view the Wage Act which he
wishes to take advantage of in order to
achieve his object without any fear of race
discrimination. If that is the spirit in which
the Wage Act is to work then the Indian
community will have just reason to complain
against it. -
_ Thus one of the reasons why the achieve-
ment to the Indian community is not too
great is because the evil motive that prompt-
ed the introduction of the above mentioned
clause is still there and besides, in view of
the present conditions in the Transvaal
which were referred to in our last week's
issue, there are obviously greater calamities
in store forus. The Capetown Agreement
is not supposed to nullify the Smuts-Gandhi
Agreement arrived at in 1914. In fact it is
supposed to maintain that Agreement. And
the spirit of that Agreement was distincty
that no further restrictive laws against
Indians would be passed and that existing
laws would be administered sympathetically
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and wlth due regard to vested nghts What
do we find instead 2. We find in the Trans-
vaal that the' administration of existing laws
has grown harsher than ever. If this is the
_spirit in which the Agreement is to be
worked the community is justified in pausing
to think whether it is not really being duped.
It grieves us to sound this - unhappy note
‘when we have the happy tidings of the
elimination of the Colour-bar Clause from
'tii'é"‘]'.:iq‘uor Bill. But we-have been moved
to sound this note of warning lest we may
be under the mlsappreheqsron that our
battle Has been ‘won by this small victory.
‘For we fear from what we are able to. see

tbat the battle is yet to come
N l ;

CONDONATION

South African Indian - Congress at its
*.Kimberley Session the sub-committee
ppointed will shortly be: imeeting the
Minister of the Interior in connection with
Settioh 10 of Act 22 of 19 13 a8 amended by
'Secnon 5of Act 37 ‘of 1927 whxch empowers

HN terms of the resolutlon passed by’ the

domuule cert:ﬁcate of any Indlan, no matter
how many years’ qld .resident. he may be,
if it were proved that it had been .obtained
b}'; fraudulent means.:

The South African Courts d1ffered in
Fheu' dec:sxon on this question the Trans-
vaal Court holdmg that when once a regis-
tration. . certificate -was granted whether
rightly or wrongly it could not be ranceiled
while the Natal Court' decided otherwise.
The 'Government, thetefore, in' order to
© make its posltlon seéure, amended 'the
sectxon in question. Objectmn was raised
by the Indlan commum;y pgainst this, and
yhx,lg not d,eem,}ng it advisable, in view of
the strong fecling that. prevailed in the
House at the time on the Asiatic question,
16 delete the section; the Minister promised
to condone those who were already domiciled
in, the couhtry "Of course no mention was
made then as to 1he extent of that condona-
tlon but the way m which the 1927 Act is
being- g.nfprced ‘has- caused great alarm

-

the Mlmste; to cancel the reclstratxon or

—— m———

among the Indians as to what their fate
will be.

Now this is a case which we really feel
ashamed to plead,

That Indians should object to the intro-
duction of such a provision as we have -
mentioned above would go to prove that

“they were guilty of having obtained 2 domi-

cile in this country by fraudulent means and
that is a reflection on the: community of
which we have little reason to be proud.
On the other hand, we as a community
have never countenanced nor encouraged
such false entries and cannot therefore take
the entire blame on our own shoulders.
These cases have really to be dealt with
individually on their own merits. But as
there is a large section involved in them and
as they would be placed in a very pre-

. carious position if they were to be dealt

with summarily the communjty has taken
up the responsibility of pleading for them,

We have considered abeve the demerits
of the case. We will now consider the
merits of the case if there are any. . We are
are of the opinion that there are merits of
the case which should not be ignored by
those who wish to consider the case .in a
generous spirt with a desire to be just and
merciful. :

The merits of the case are these : Those
who have entered by fraudulent means have
succumbed to such means owing to adversity
and harshness of the Immigration system.
They have ventured to come to this country
with no evil motives. Their only motive
was to earn a living for themselves. In
daing so they have lived peacefully and as
law-gbiding citizens. They have not been
a menace to the development of the country
but have been helpful tg it. Their only
illegitimate act was that they entered the
country wrongfully and that was because
the laws were against'the law of nature and
not in keeping with the -teachings of any
religion. . o

The Union Government, we are glad to
note, have been very'gracious in consenting
to condone those who are already domiciled
in the country.  Now this condonation
must naturally be in accordance with the
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principles laid down in the Capetown
Agreement and it must be given un-
grudgingly. To what extent it could be
given is 3 question. We cannot expect the
Goveriment to condoné a person who has
entered fraudulently yesterday.  There
should naturally be some limit to the period.
Then we cannot expect a person who havy-
ing entered fraudulently has committed
serious crimes as to be a menace to the

country. Although there are laws of the

country to deal with such criminals in other
ways than deportation we cannot plead for
candonation for such people who have been
doubly criminal. ‘Thus we have to consider
the time limit as well as the persons who
are entitled to be condoned.

Then there is the question as to whether’

the person concerned alone shall be
condoned or whether he will be allowed to
bring in his wife and children also. The
tendency of the Government seems to be to
debar such person fram bringing his wife
and children into the country. If this is so
we feel that the condonation bas no mean-
ing whatsoever. And such a condonation
is apt to wrought evil to the person con-
doned and consequently also to the country.
For such a person being prevented from

leading a clean .family life, which is a

principle adopted in the Capetown Agree-
ment, will have to live against nature and
will resort to evil methods to satisfy his

passion and the result will be demoralisation.

It is therefore essential that if a person isto
be condoned he must be allowed to bring in
his wife and family.

We may be accused—not by any fair-
minded person of course—of asking for an
extravagant concession. We, however, do
not think so. Ifitis at all a concession it
is, we think, in the interests of the person
concerned as well as in the interests of the
country. For if it is the sincere desire of
the Government to give every opportunity

to the Indian as is given to other sections of .

the country to become a useful citizen, it
cannot possibly be done unless he is allowed
to live a clean family life,

These are some of the points that will
have to be considered by the sub-committee

appointed to negotiate with the Government
in the matter of condonation.

Indian Government s Tribute .
To Union® Government

On The Removal of Colour Bar Clause
' From Liguor Bill

New Delhl, Feb. 13.—8ir Mohamed Habibgljah,
member of the Viceroy’s Execative Cplmml, and
leader of the Indian depntation whose visit jm]
mediately preceded the drawing up of the Indiay
Agreement, announced in the Conncil of State
amidst applause, the Um'on Government’s decisioq
to withdraw the clanse in the Ligumor Bill whiclf.
would have prohibited the employment of Indnanﬁ
on licensed premiges.

He expressed the appreciation of the Governmant
of India of this fresh manifestation of the friendli-
ness of the Union Government, and his personal'
gratitude to the members of the Union Government
for the generous manner in which they had dealt
with the Government of India's repreeentamons

He added that the decigion was sare to gnamntee
a continuance betwesn India and South Africa .of

. the friendly understanding established on the firm,

basis of the Capetown Agreemen{, and payed a:
tribute to the important part played throughout by’
Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, whose tact and . perm
suasiveness proved of the utmost yalue. . (Cheers), .

On behalf of the Senate, Mr. Bajpai, amidst ap-
plause, made a statement in the House of Assembly
to-day announcing the Union Government’s decision
to withdraw Clause 104 of the Ligunor Bill.

The decision, he was sare, would be received with :
great relief, not merely because of the relief it -
afforded Indiansin South Africa, but becanse of the -
frash proof it provided of the great friendliness
which now animated that Government in -the t;reat—
ment of the Indian problems.

He expressed appreciation of the Governmnt Qﬁ .
India of this practical proof given by the Union
Government of sympathy towards the Indian cause,
and paid the Government’s tribote to the Agent-
General, Mr. Sastri, for the rare skill and tact with -
which he had bandled a delicate question, (Applause), |

Mr. Bajpai expreesed the Government’s gratituade'
to the House, as the wise restraint shown daring the
recent discussion on the qmestion in the Houose of
Assembly had proved of the utmost value to the’
Government in the conduct of these negot.mhons
(Applause).—Renter.

Well Received On The Rapq!‘

A similar message from Johannesbarg sidtea ‘—
Temperance roformers and the lizensed trade alike
arg satisfied that Mr. Tielman Roos has done tha

, right thing in withdrawing from the Liguor Bill

Clause 104, which aimed at restricting Asiatie- and .
Native labour on licensed premises. g

The Trensvaal Licensed Victuallers Association is
delighted with the decision, while the view of the
South African Temperance Alliance is that the
clause wonld have inflicted unnecessary hardship on
the Indian community.

Mr, Roos’ decision has been received with aoccla-
mation by the Indian community on the Rand, and
to-day telegrams have been sent to Mr. Roos and to
Mr. Bastri, Agent-General for the Government of -

-~ India, by the various Indian organisations.
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Political Prisoners In India

« Prisons and Gallows are Friends and
Deliverers to Lovers of Freedom”

(By. M. K. GANDHI IN “YoUNG INDIA ")

Tala Duniohand of Ambala has sent me a copy of
the statement published by him in qu]and about
political prisoners who are undergoing incarceration
in the various jails of India. The staterment con-
tains nothing new for the Indian public and might
easily have been fuller and more precise for Fhe
purpose intended by the anthor. In a covering
note he administers to me a gentle rebuke for rarely
mentioning these prisoners. If the absence of men-
tion of these countrymen of ours means apathy or
negligence on my part, the rebuke is well deserved.
But T claim that I yield to no one in my desire to
seo these prisoners released. But the omission to
mention thess cases is deliberate. I hope that the
pages of Young Jadia do not contain many idle
words. Whatever is written in these pages has a
definite purpose, Time was when I used to analyse
theae cases and expose the injustice done in many of
them. Buat that was when I had faith in the British
system and when I used to take pride in its ultimate
goodness. Having lost that faith, I have also the
power of making an effective appeal to the adminis-
trators of that system. 1 can no longer write about
British fairplay and the British sense of justice. On
the contrary, 1 feel that.the administrators are pre-
cluded by their system from dealing fairplay or
justice when their system is or seems to them to be
in jeopardy. It isstill possible, I admit, to secure
justice from them when their system is not at stake
in any shape or form. But when that system is or
ig felt by them to be in danger they lose not only
their sense of justice and fairplay bat they lose
their balance and no means appear to them te be too-
dishonourable or despicable for adoption to sustain
it. Dyerism and O’dwyerismn were no isolated
phenomena. Only I was blind to them before
Jallianwalla. Aas a matter of fact, they have been
resorted to in all climes and at all times whenaver
they have felt the need of them.

I am satisfied that the political prisoners who are
held under restraint with or withont trial, decorous
or farcical, are so held in the interest of that syatem.
The administrators wonld far rather discharge a
murderer caught red-handed and found guilty of
murder committed for private ends than discharge a
political prisoner suspected of designs on their sys-
tem, especially if the suspect is believed to have
violent means in view.

It seems to me therefore to be waste of time and
inconsistent with self-respect to make any appeal to
the adminiatrators on behalf of the political prison-
ers Lala Danichand has in view. And he has in
mind the prisonera of the Gadr party, the Panjab
Martial Law prisoners and the Bengal detenns. Nor
need we be led astray by solitary discharges like that
of 8jt. Subhas Bose. In spite of the agitation that
was set on foot he wonld in all probability not have
been discharged if his precarioue health had not
come to the rescus. Indeed, have they not said in
the plainest langnage possible that they were re-
leased-purely on grounds of ili health? Has not
Ear]l Winterton fiatly declined to release the Bengal
detenus in answer to the appeal to create a favour-
able atmoaphere for their precious Statutory Com-
mission ?

Let those who still have faith in the syastem by all
means make an appeal to the British sense of justice
and fairplay.

My course is clear, We have not vet paid any-
thing like adeguate price for the freedom we wonld
fain breathe, I therefore regard these imprison-
ments a8 only a small part of the price we have to

have the freedom which is the
birthright of man. And we shall have to march as
willing vietims to the slanghter house and not help-
lessly like goats and sheep: We may do this violent-
1y or non-violently. The way of violence can only
Jead ws to a blind alley and must cause endless
guffering to unwilling ignorant men and women
who do not know what freedom is and who have no
desire to buy the valuable article. The way of non-
violence is the saorest and the quickest way to free-
dom and causes the least suffering and that only to
those who are prepared for it, indeed would gladly
court it. But suffering, intense, extensive and
agonising there must be in every case. What we
bave gone throngh is but a sample of what is to
come.

Therefore the task before those, who share my
views about the inhercnt ovil of the sysiem, is to
cease to appeal to the administrators, and ceaselessly
and with nnquenchable faith in onr cause and the
means to appeal to the nation. Not until the nation
has developed enough strength to open the prison
gates, can these prisoners be released with homour
and dignity for it and them. Tili then let us with
becoming patience and courage submit to the im-
prisonments of the prisoners and ourselves prepare
joyfully to share their fate. We shall certainly not
hasten the advent of freedom by appealing to deaf
ears for mercy and thus unconsciously inducing in
the people a mentality that would dread prisons and
gzllows. Lovers of freedom have to learn to regard
these as welcome friends and deliverers.

pay if we would

Liquor Bill Amended

Terms Of Clause Deleted

The following are the full terms of Clanss 104,
which has been deleted from the Liguor Bill :—

{1) No distiller, brewer or holder of a licence
shall employ any Native or Asiatic in connection
with the mannfacture. bottling, sale or delivery of
liquor, and subject to the provisions of sub-sections
(2), (3) and (4), no holder of a licence shall employ
any Native or Asiatic in any capacity whatever in
any licensed premises.

(2) Where on the premises of any distiller or
brewer, or on any licensed premises, there were
regularly employed during the year 1926 Natives
or Asiatics to the average monthly namber of four
or mcre, then there may be employed on such
premisges or on any portion of sach licensed premi-
ses other than a restricted portion—-

(a) for a period of four months after the com-
mencement of this Aet Natives or Asiatics not
exceeding 75 per cent., a8 near as may be,
of such nonmber;

(b) for the period from four to eight months after
the commencement of this Act Natives or
Asiatics not exceeding 50 per cent., as
near as may be, of snch number: and

{c) for the period from eight to twelve months
after the commencement of this Act Natives
or Aeiatics not exceeding 25 per cent., as near
as may be, of such pumber.

(3) A licensing board in the Province of Natal in
authorising the renewal of any licence, may a.ut.ﬁor.
ige the continual employment by the licensee. on
any part of his licensed prerises other than a,res.
tricted portion, of any Asiatics who were continnonsg.
11% ;a;nployed ou such premises throughout the year

In the event of the grant of any
the amount ordinarily payable for
the licencs in terms of eub-section {

and the Third Schedule of

(4) Nothing in this s
deemed to prohibit the

such authority,
ll)hef renewal of
A of secti 2
tEns Act shall be dozrll)leltf.
ection contained ghall be
employment of any Native
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in the clean.sing of any premises or any part thereof
or of anything contained therein.

Rev. Andrews’ Message to the Union

Reuter's Agency at Capetown received the follow-
ing message dated Feb. 10, from Rev. C. F. Andrews
at “Santiniketan —

May I urge most sincerely that nothing be done
to weaken the Capetown Agreement and distarb the
irgimng friendly relations between Indiz and South

ca.”’ )

The Indian National Congress
Unity |

Mahatma Gandhi writes as follows in his Young
India on the last gession of the Indian National
Congresa held at Madras :—

The special featnre of Dr. Ansari’s speech was its
intense hunger for unity. He konew that he was
expected to bring it abont. And if any single person
could do it, it was certainly Dr. Ansari. He accepted
the highest bononr in the gift of the nation becaunse
he bad confidence in the nation, the canse and him-
gelf. He certainly left no stone unturned to achieve
his ambition. Siars favoured bim. 8jt. Shrinivas
Ajyengsr helped him by his very recklessness. No
other president would perhaps have dared as he did
after the partial failure at Simla. But 8jt. Aiyengar
was not the man to shrink. He took Dr. Ansari,
the Ali Brothers, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and
others with him and with his accustomed im-
petnosity earried his resolntion. He was not eom-
mitted to any formula. When the almost fatal flaw
in the resolution about the cow and music was
pointed out and a substitute sobmitted. he whole-
heartedly, frankly and generously admitted the flaw
and accepted the substitute as a great improvement
on the original. The Musalmans present rose to the
occagion, and thongh not withont eome relnctance
and hesitation at first, accepted the substitute with-
ont reserve. Pandit Malaviyaji had come with the
foll inteniion of accommodating bimself to the
general wish so far as it was possible for him. He
knew and everybody realised that it was within his
power to block the way. He did not. True, he had
many amendments which he considered were neces-
sary but he was not going to resist the resolution if
his amendments could pot be carried. Pandit
Malaviyaji is probably the oldest Congressman. His
loyalty to the Congress is beyond compare. His
patriotisr is of the highest order. But my Musal-
man friends have hitherto alweys belittled my faith
in hip bona fides and nationalism as against com-
munalism. I have never been able to suspect either
even where I have not been able to share his views
on Hindn-Muoslim questions. It was therefore a
great joy to me that the Ali Brothers warmly
acclaimed hia great speech on the wunity resolution.
So long as Hindu and Musalman leaders distrust one
another’s motives, speeches and aections, there can
be no real unity in spite of perfect resolutions. Let
us hope that the trust generated at the mesting will
continue and prove highly infectious. Maulana
Mohamed Ali in his joy over Malaviyaji's speech
gaid that the Musalmans no longer wanted protection
of minorities from Earl Winterton for it could be
better secured by Malaviyaji. If there be one Hindu
who can guarantee such protection on bel‘lali of
Hindus it is Malaviyaji. Bat whether he can deliver
goods’ or not, I would like the Maulana and the
other Musalmaps and all minorities onoe for all to
renounce the ides of expecting or gettjng protection

ey D Botkae, I mant proen:
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wreat it by forece from unwilling hands than that a
third party ahould be invited to intervene and should
weaken and humiliate both and ho'd the mnation
under bondage. The greatest contribution of the
Conhgress then to me was this apparent change of
heart.

So far as the vast mase of Hindus are concerned
they are interested only in the cow and music re-
golation. It was wholly bad in its original form.
Ag it has finally emerged from the Subjects Com-
mittee and passed, all that can be sald for it is that
it ig innocaous and that it is the best that could be
had at this stage of the national evolution. But I
for one caunot enthuse over it. I can only tolerate
jt as passable. Nevertheless it has great possibilities.
If the appeal of the Congress penetrates the hearts
of Hindus and Musalmans and if each party spares
the feelings of the other in terms of the claims ad-
vanced by each, peace is in sight and Swaraj within
easy grasp. A definite realisation of the folly of
fracticide and corresponding action will be the best
and the most dignified answer to Lord Birkenhead’s
insolent flaunting of British might in the nation’s
faceo.

It is therefore profitable to examine the meaning
of the Congress appeal. I know what wounld spare
the Hindus' feeling in the matter of the cow. It is
nothing short of complete voluntary stoppage of
cow slaughter by Musslmans whether for sacrifice
or food. The Hindu dkarma will not be satisfied if
fome tyrant secured by force of arms immunity of
the cow from the slanghter. Ielam in India cannot
make a better gift to the Hindua than this voluntary
seli-denial. And I know enongh of Islam to able to’
assert that Tslam does not compel cow elanghter and
it does not compel ils followers to pare and respect
to the full the feclings of their neighbours whenever
it iz humanly possible. For me, music before
mosqnes is not on a par with cow slaughter. Bat it
has assumed an importance which it wounld be folly
to ignore. It is for the Musalmans to say what
would spare Musalman feelings. And if completa
atoppage of music before mosgues will be the only
thing that will spare the Musalman feelings, it is the
duty of the Hindus to do so without & moment’s
thought. If we are to teach unmity of hearts, we
must esch be prepared to perform an adeqguate
measure of saerifice.

If this much-to-be-desired consummation is to be
reached Dr., Apsari will have to send out reace
parties with definite instructions to preach the
message and secure for it the approval of the masses.
Have we sufficient energy for the mission, have wa
enough honest, industrious and willing missionaries ?
Let us hope.

Irresponsibility

Though I was not able to attend any of the Com-
mittee meetings, I could not fail to perceive that
jrresponsible talk and work were the order of the
day. Indiscipline was not a rare feature. Resolu-
tions involving great consequences were Sprung
upon the Subjects Committee and readily accepted
by that angust body without much thought or dis-
cussion. The independence resolution that waa re-
jected last year was passed almost without opposi-
tion. I know-that its wording was harmless but in
my humble opinion it was hestily conceived and
thoughtlessly passed. 1 hope to deal with this
resolution separately in an early issue.

The boycott of British goods resolution was
passed with an equally light heart. The Congress
staltifies itself by repeating year after year resolu-
tions of this character when it knows that it is not
capable of carrying them into effect. By passing
such resolutions we make sn exhibition of our im-
potence, become the langhing stock of crities and

1 ok oy ] 1 gl £ . row
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a perfect right to boycott British goods, if itso
wishes. DBut as the most representative assembly in
. India, it bas no right to exposs iteelf to ridicule by
nsing threats which it cannot carry into effect. I
have singled out but two out of the several irrespon-
sible resolutions passed by the Cbngress.
" 'The conception behind the Congress constitution
,wag to make il the most representative and authori-
tative body in all India, and by its commanding
voldantary obedience on the part of millions, auto-
‘matically, almost imperceptibly, to replace the sham
énslaving assemblies and counecils and the other
foreign machinery masquerading nnder the name of
reprepentative bodies.
become the irresistible force it was and is intended
td be, if its resolutions are ill-conceived and are to
remsain merely paper resclutlons having no response
from the people or baving no correspondence to the
popular wants anod aspirations and if the members
are not to observe the rules of discipline, decorum
and common honesty. If they only knew, if they
-would regard themselves as servants of the pation,
the members of the All-India Congress Committee
‘have the rights and opportunities of service equal
to those of the members of any parliament in the
world, But at the present moment we bave almost
punk to the level of the schoolboys' debating society.
" Thé Working Committee is the national cabinet.
1t has to enforce the resolutions of the Congress and
the All-India Congress Committes, It
fore be the body responsible for bringing before the
A. L. €. Q. resolutions required for the attainment of
the Congress goal. Any non-official resolution

spring upon the A.IL . 0. must be carefully -

. sorutiniged and shotuld have but a remote chance of
‘passing, if opposed by thé Working Committee.
Tvery resolution officlal or nnofficial must have
behind it a working plan. ‘When therefore an
‘finofficial resolution is brought forward, the spon-
‘Bot muast be prepared to disclose his plan of action
if 'his proposal is t¢ be accepted. A resolution
proposing the establishment in every village of a
fres night school for its adult population has'every-
thing to commend itself to a body like the Congress.
‘But if the proposet has no definite feasible plan of
action behind it, the A. I C. Q. would be justified
and bound to reject it summarily. If then the
Congress is to retain its prestige and usefnlness, the
‘members of the A, I, €.'C. will have to favise their
attitude and realige their great respensibility.

K Thé Elephant and the Ant.
" fd my humble opinion thé Reception Committee

'of the Congress at Madras committed a grave
blander by permitting and conatenancing the so-

~ called All-India Exhibition under its acyis. That it
teceived Government patronage and iroprimatur
adds nothing to its merit, if it dqes mot rob it of
what little merit §t otherwise might have had. The

Congresp long ago outlived Government favours and
frowns. The ideals, for which the Congress has

‘heen working since say 1918 to go no further back,
were almost all ignored in the plen of this Exhibjs

tion, Let me point out what the All-India Exhibis
tion contained. Among the pavillions were several

assigned to forelgn firing for exhibiting thelr wares,
oné asslgned to machinery and mechanical contriv.
drices, some ' to tektlles containing foreign yarn,
others to foreign .clooks and watches. There was
little 'of Sivadeshi; much of foreign and British
goods about the Exhibition, and this in the nams of
and -undey' the' patronage of a Congress which
promulgates the gospel of Swadeshi- and which has
on its programme a boycott of British goods. There
awas hardly ‘anything to -interest or instruct the
villagers. The Exhibition represented not the rural
givilisation of India but the exploiting city civiliea-
tion of the West. It was a denial of the Congress
gpirit and was in marked contrast to the Khadi - and
Bwadeshi Exhibitions of the past six ycara. The

But the Congress cannot .

It must there- -

textile Court seemed to have been designed to
ridicuale Khadi althongh the Congress still retains
the Khadi franchise and lends it name to the
activities of the All-India S8pinners’ Association. As
if the visitors were to be all Englieh all the notices
waro printed in English. Herd is one designed to
belittle Khadi :

‘ Feed theé poor and toork the able
Let the charkha spin the weft
And the mill the warp

In the combination lies the solution”

Unlesa the author of this notice has a deliberately
mischievons intention, he has demonstrated his
ignorance of the evolution of Khadi. The fallacy
of charkha weft and mill warp has been often
exposed and refated in these columns. Suffice it
hers to say that the tharkha Wdald have died a
well-deserved death if the polioy of nsing charkha
yarn for weft only bad long continned. Experience
has shown that the combination was bad in every
reapect. ‘ !

Here is another eqnally, if not more mischievous,
poster :

“Po force a weaver to use handspun warp yarn

1s like forcing him to fight a battleship with a knife
To cut a weaver off from the best methods of work -
Ig like cutting off his thamba.”

This poster betrays venomous prejudice againat
Khedi and ignorance of the art of weaving and the
condition of weavers. The writor forgeta that all the
world over, & time was when weavers took delight
in ueing handspun yarn both for weft and warp snd
that theé art then exhibited by the weaver has naves
yet been exocelled. The writer could easily have
corréoted himself by visiting the Khadi Qourt out-
gide the precious All-India Exhibition Courk He
wonld there have seod weavers actually working
fairy tales on handspon tarp with the same base
and facility that they would have with mill-spun
yarn. Itis easy of proof thdt whereas mill-span
yarn must in time—not far off—kill out the weaver,
handspun yarn must revive and is reviving the
weaver and has already reaciied some of them from
the butcher's trade and closet-cleaning work,
Every ten hand-spinners mean an addition of bne
whole-time weaver, one whole-time carder, not t0
mention more work for dhobis, tailors, carpenters,

blackemiths, dyers, printers ete, '

The éoming §ntc being of this foreign and anti.
India spirit Exhibition under the Congress asyis A
an .ocnlar and‘ fotoible deinonstration of thd
irrespongibllity to which I have already adverted. I
do fiot think any Congressman deliberately counte:
nanced this white elephant. Want of thought, tvant
of care, want of reésponsibility ars dnswerablé for-L
1 eahnot help calling-—this scandalous ¢reation. = !

There was no doubt thé ant of the Khadi Exhibil-
tion was happily thrown outside the elepbant pd_q:g
Rurnour has it that the Madras Government woul
not have u Khadi Exhibitlon inside the All-India
Court. It certainly sulted me, Fot, having gained
& knowledge of what this All-India Exhibition was,
1, would have found it difficult 1 not iinposslble
aven for opéning the Khadi Exhibitlon to enter
what wae chiefly a forelgn Cour{—d reminder’ of
pational humiliation, The Khadl Exhibition on-
the other hend was, thongh like an ant, &' work of
indigetious art. It was "4 sohool for study'and
demonstration of the poténcy of Khadi. There waa
beside it an Indian Fine Arts Oorirt, a result of 'thé
devoted labours of Dr. J. H. Oousing. No donbt
therd' were & few other things purely Indlan ot 4
regnlt of Indian enterprise in this so-cailed All:Indig
Rxhibition. But they only served to entrapth
unwary and as a shield for the predomir}a'nl; forelgu
whow. ’ v ' s
- Lat future Reception Commlttecs baware,



