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NOTES AND NEWS

HILE going to Press we understand that
the Liquor Bill has passed through the
second reading Mr. Tielman Roos having

promised to reconsider the White Labour Clause,
The Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri proceeds to Cape-
town to-day (Friday) to interview the Minister of
Justice. The Indian community has declared in
nnmistakable terms that it will not have any com-
promise on Section 104 of the Liquor Bill. Nothing
less than the deletion: of the clanse will satisfy them.

A correspondent from Johannesburg draws cur atten-
tion to the hardships Indian women have to snffer at
Komatipoort while entering the Transvaal from ‘Delegoa
Bay. While Enropean passengers, it is pointed oat, are
examined by the local Immigration Officer, on the trains,
Indian passengers including women and children and
incloding babies in arms are to get down and walk to
the office to be dealt with. How inconvenient this must
be especially to women and children we leave it to the
reader to judge. But we do not know what occasion
there is to inflict this bardship on Indian passengers. At
all the other border stations the passengers are examined
on the trains and why conld that practice be not con-
tinued at Komatipoort also? We had occasion to comment
on this and also on the insults and humiliations Indians
have to suffer at the hands of the local Immigration
Officer at Xomatipoort some years back. A fort-night
ago, two prominent Indian gentlewen of Pretoria, we
are informed, were ronghly bandled at the above place.
This is a matter that should be taken up by the Trans-
vaal Indian Congress withont delay.

The opening ceremony of the newly built pre-
mises of the Hindu Tamil Institnte at 17 Cross
Street, Durban, was performed amidst a large
gathering by the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri last
Friday Januvary 27. The Mayor and Mayoress and
the Rev. A. Lamont were algo present,  Mr. Sastri
delivered an important speech on the occasion on
the question of vernacular education a verbatim
report of which we hope to publish in our next issune.

A very interesting wedding ceremony took place
last Sunday of Amina Beebee eldest duughter of Mr.
and Mrs. M. L. Sunitan of Escombe to Abdool Kadir
eldest son of Mr. N. Mahomed Essop of Pine Street,
Durban, and of Fatima Beebee, second daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Sultan to Shaik Yuosuff eldest son of
the late Mr. Suleman Raboobee of Durban. The
ceremony took place at Mr. Sultan's place at Escombe
and was attended by over a thonsand people from
throughout Natal, Mr. Sastri and his staff and Mr.
Kitchlu and Miss Gordon the eduncational experts
from India also being present.

We welcome Mr. V, A, Pillay an active worker in
Port Elizabeth who has recently returned to South Africa
after an absence of about three years in India during

which period he was engaged in nationul work in South.
which p ' gog ork in South

A correspondent from Krageradorp states: The Keugers-
dorp people bave rarely witnessed a .moré . interesting
ceremony than was performed on Sonday afterncon last,
when the marriage was solemnised,” in accordancs with:
the ‘rites of the Moslem faith, of Mr. Tsmail:.Bhabha,
merchant, Middelbarg, Transvaal, and Miss Khatija Da-
doo, daughter of Mr. M. M. Dadoo, theleading Asiatic
merchant of Krugersdop, and Mrs. Dadoo. - The grounds
attached to the residence of the bride’s parents, President
Street, were covered in, and the ceremony was conducted
on a carpeted dais by the High Priest, His Holiness Peer
Sahib of Bagdad, Mesopotamia, who was assited.by the
priest of the Johannesburg Moeque, and Moulvis from
varions parts of the Union, Many Enropean guests were
present and accommodated with seats in front of the dais,
and the company also included .over- one thonsand re-
presentatives of the Asiatic community from all parts of
the Union, Rhodesia and Lourenco Marques, no distinction

of caste or colonr being made.

With this issue we present our readers with a
portrait of the late Hakim Ajmal Khan which we
hope they. will preserve as a guidein their public
and private life. - ;

. I

INDIA'S GREAT LOS§ "~

N December 1926 the Indian nation re-
H ceived a great shock by- the sudden.
and untimely death of Swami Shradha--
nand. In December 1927 India; has re-.
ceived another great shock by the sudden
death of Hakim Ajmal Khan. The ways of
Reuter’s Agency are indeed Imysterious.  A.
street fight between a Mahomedan and a
Hindu seems to it to be important enough
to report, but what is considered to .be a
great loss to the whole Indian Nation is
evidently of no importance to that Agency.
We in this far-off land were kept in the dark
by that Agency and it was only. the latest
mail from the Motherland that brought us
the very sad news. The late Hakim Sahib
was great not only as’a Pliysician. but was
greater still as one of the foremost leaders
of India, one whom India could ill-afford. to:
lose especially at the present moment; His
political activities, it would seem, did not

" cease until only a few days before his.. death

although he was ailing for some considerable
time. It was only on December 11 that
Hakim Sahib presided over a meeting of .
the Executive' Council of the All-India
Moslem League which was held at Delbi.
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As a medical practitioner Hakim Sahib's
name was renowned throughout the length
and breadth of India. It was his hand +¢hat
guided the activities of the Unani and
Ayurvedic. CQllege at Delhi, which has in
a very short time fhade a name for itsélf,
Hakim Sahib's influence over the public of
Delhi, of which he was one of the foremost
citizens, was unique. He was one of those
Mahomedans who was loved alike by Hindus
as wellas hisco-religionists. During the non-
Gu-operatlon ‘days Hakim Sahib came into
great prominence as a political leader and
ever ginte he had been 'in the -forefront of
the politicdl fhovement.” He was elected to
preSide over. what is known to be a historic
séssioh’' of ‘the Indian National Congress,
namely the Ahmedabad Congress of 1921 in
the «nhavmdable absence of Deshbandhu
Das who was then flung into jail by the
Indian. Bureducracy for leading India in her
struggle for freedom!' That Hakim Sahib
shigutd Ilaawe beeii ¢hosen ‘as Presidént of
the Congress during that fiery period is a
proof in itself of the ardent love and coa-
fidence he enjoyed from sthe people of India,
As in his public’ and -prefessiond]l activities
so also in his personal _conduct “the” Hakim
Sahib was a man. .whe . -promptly won the
love and esteem of all who had the. good
fortuité of coming into his contact, - “I‘)urmcr
the ¥riéiorable’ Umty ‘Confetence which was
held 1 Dethi as a result of Mahatma
Gandhi's tWeﬁty-one days' Tast the Hakim

Sahib ‘was ' 'one of those Wwho spared no’

pams’h‘l b’rmgmd' about ‘unity between - the
two séttions 4nd was'at the sdme’ ‘time
atténding to Mahatma Gandhi with all the
Iéve " and’ ‘care’ ‘imaginable. That Hakim
Sahiib should pas$ away just when the reins

of the ’Congr’ess “Jell "in the hands of Dr.”

Ansati is a ‘great miisfortume. Dr. Ansari
hés Yost his right hand., We do not know
who €lsé ‘was €6 near £o'him as was Hakim
Sahib.: "We havé fro dou'bt he had built his
hopes on Hakim Sahib for the succéss of
the wérk that has fallern on ‘his shoulders.
Aiid this suddén shock will be too great for
Him'té bear: "The unkind 'hand of Provi-

. dence that has deprived India of yet another -

noble 'son has ‘thus feémofisttatéd to her that
she has’ ‘yet to do ‘penance for’ her' sins.
The sy‘mi:la‘fhy of évery 1ndiat outside India
will 'go but to their Motherland "and to the

relalfryes ofthe late Hakim Sahib in their
very great Ipss May the soul of _the de-
parted rest in eternal peace.

Sunday’s Mass Meeting
Protest Against Liquor Bill

As advertised a msss meeting of Indians under
the anspices of the Natal Indian Congress was held
at Rawat's Bio Hall on Sanday, 20th January, at
3-30 p.m. The floor of the hall was fully packed,

The Late Hakim Ajmal Khan

. The chairman Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee in hia
opening remarks said, “ Before we proceed with
the business of the day, a painful duty devolves
upon me. Last week’s mail from India bronght us
the sad news of the death of Hakim Ajmal Khan,
an ox-President of the Indian National Congress,
The late Hakimjee was, as you all know, a follower
of Mahatma Gandhi. He was an Indian first and
foremostand a Muslim afterwards. During his life-
time he strove for Hindun-Muslim onity; he was an
example of Indian conlture; his sacrifices and labour
in the creation of the Unani Hospital and the re-
juvenation of that branch of medical science are
wniversally known. He was a patriot in the fullest
sense of the word. India could ill-afford to lose
men of his calibre. His untimely death will be a
blow to Dr, Ansari, the present President of the
Indian National Congress, for these two, though
possessing two bodies, were of one mind. They
were inseparable. And it is an irony fate that Dr.
Angari should, just as he had climbed the highest
rurg of the ladder, lose one who has been so dear to
him. Gentlemen, let us for a moment stand nup and
- pray thrt the Almighty may shower His bleasings
upon the departed soul,”

At this Juncture the whole audience rose from
their seats in stlence as a mark of respect to the late
Hakimjee and passed the following resolution :—

*That this mass meeting of the Indian commau-
nity of Durban and District, held under the auapices
of the Natal Indian Congress, solemnly places on
recard its deep and lasting seuse of sorrow at the
demise of the late Hakim Ajmal Khan, an ex-Presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress and a true
Indian pairiot, and¢ sympathises with the Indiasn
nation and relatives of the late leader in their very
sad and irreparable loss.” .

Liquor Bill

The chairman then proceeded :—" We have met
here this afternoon on 3 matter that vitally affedts
the Indian community, more partionlarly those swho
are employed in Hotels, Bars, ‘Breweries and .other
places where liquor is sold, mannfactured or handled.
The Liguor Bill, as you all know, waa first brought
before Parliament two years ago and, notwithstanding
the Capetown Agreement subsequently arived at on
the Indian question, the Minister of Justice has re-
introduced it with the clause that Asiatics shall, so
far-as the -other provinces except Natal were con-
cemed, be dismissed from their services within a
period of one year and in respeoct of Natal the licen-
sing fee shall be doubled in the event-of the employ-
er -Wishing to retain the services of Indians,

It és only about a year ago that -we -were assured
by the Union Government that we would be con-
pidered as part-of the permenent population of the
Union and that all possible ateps would be taken for
onr npliftment.

‘Youn willthave observed from a-casual reading of the
clanse that it aims at a gradual process of strangala-
tion. It means that with one stroke of the pen, as
it were, the whole of the Indians employed .in
Hotels, Bara, Restaurants etc,, wonld be dismissed.
from ‘their services.

Y cannot, with any stretch of imagination, perceive
how a Cabinet which, hardly a year ago, recognised
its duty towards the Indian community, would now
come forward with & Bill that does.not aim at uplift-
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ing onr communjty, as provided for in the * Gentle-
man’s Agreement,” but the elimination of oyer
3,000 Indians from thejr smployment and thereby
close all doors towards their ppliftment. On the one
hand the Union Gevernment sabs:ribes fo an agree-
ment in which jt says ibat “the Iudians who will
remain part of the permaneat population ghonld not
be glloweq to lag hehind any qther gection of the
people,” while op the other band it tries lo bring
presanre upon asection of the permanent population.
I term the 3,000 Indiaus 28 part of the permanent po-
palation, for, for the most part they are Sonth African
boran, to whom this cogptry is their land of hirth;
least of all could we expect these men to be oppress-
ed. They have followed their calling for years
without any hindrance. They have given their
amployers pvery satisfaction. They ropresent the
pooreat section of owr community, and this
calling is therefore their only means of livelihood.
Oag copld not comprehend the miserable conditions
of thego en were they fo be thrown out of employ-
ment. They would suffer untold mijeery. This
appears to be of no concern to the Union Govern-
mant. No civilised Government, I say with em-
phasis, will ever attempt to find employment for one
seotion of the community at the expense of anofher
which has no voice in its governance.

in in{roducing the second reading of the Ligunor
Bill, Mr. Tielman Raqps suggests a modification of
Seotipn 104. . The modification is that Ingdians
peosently employed would not be interfered with,
but in the futgre po further Indians .could he em-
ployed. Whilst the suggestion s a slight improve-
ment, it is extremely shudowy and is fraught with
extreme dapger. For, if the suggestion were carried
ont, it would mean that if g person leaves the ser-
vices of one Hotel or Bar, he woyld not be taken by
another Hotel or Bar. {Instead of depriving the In-
disns of their ampleoyment within gne year, the de-
privation will spread .over g period of three or four
yeoars,. We desice no madification, we want no bar-
gain, but -what we do want is the elimination of the
colonr bar in the Liguor Bill. If the Bill with the
colour har gaes through, the only conclusion we can
draw is that the Union Cabinet i8 treating the Cape-
town Agreement as.a mere gerap of paper.

Under Section 66 of Act No. 38 of 1896 of Natal,
there are many of our.compatriota who hold exemp-
tion ocertificates. These certificates entitle them to
purchase liguor at suy of the Bottle Stores or Bars.
These cartificates have hean held by Zham for years,
and #ve know of nat a single .case awhere an Indian
had abnsed this privilege. The holders of thess
exemption certificates haye all along conformed to
the texms of .the above Section. Sob-section 2 .of
Section 102 of the Liguor Bill seeks to deprive these
Indians of their long-enjoyed privileges. Where the
law is of 8 ganeral .character, we have nothing to gay
againgt it, hot here the Section is distinct, and the
Minister of Justice is attempting to deprive the
helders of their privileges just because they are In-
dians, If this js the gpirit in which the Union
Cabinet is going.to wark the Agreament, then, [ fear,
we shall have 1o retrace cur steps. Althongh I can-
a0t for a moment believe that the .Cabinet dis at the
4ok aof the Bil), I.do feel that no Cabinet with any
&ende of responsibility can sit guiet when one of its
aembers fathers a Bill that is at once in conflict
‘with a compaot enteced inte twelve months ago.

‘Gentlemen, the Government’s intention can eagily
be comprehended by & perusal.of Sectign 143 of the
Bill. Under this clapse the Government will open
peer and cheap wine shops for Asiatics an¢d Colonred
persons. In these shops Indians may freely buy and
imbibe this cheap liquor. These shops will bring
the Indians to a atate of demorglisation. It is a pro-
cegs of glow-killing.

I have indicated to you the varions clauses that
adversely affect our comununity. I know that there

is not an Indian whose every nerve daes &ob rebel
againgt these obnoxious clauses. Our protest there-
fore should he aa strong as possible, ’

We acquiesced in the Capetown Agreement be-
canse we felt that it was an honest attempt on the.
part of the Government to eolve the Indian question.
Wae felt that our commynity would be given a respite
and that we counld turn our thoughta towards the up-
liftment of our community. Towards that end our
commnnity assisted by the Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri has
been working for the last eight months. Beafore we
knew where we were, the Government ‘has stepped -
beyond the terms of Armistice, as it were, in bring.’
ing farward the Lignor Bill. I say with all em-
phasis at mny command that if the Government, in
the teoth of opposition from our community, pass
the Bill, then the gooner we withdraw our acquies-
cence in the Agreement the better. . '

Gentlemen, the Ligunor Bill is but an attempt .on
the pant of the (Government to pursue farther the
white lubowr policy. We have already had a taste
of thig policy in one or two of the .Government ser-
vices., We take the Railways. Thers were many
Indians who joined this sarvice when the Railway
was first introduced into Natal. The Ministry dn’
charge of the Railways, without any consideration
for these poor dndians, dismissed them and found
employment for the poor whites. You will have
noticed that at practically every railway-crossing a
poor white is now doing the work which a1 year or
two 2go was carried on by an indian. At that time
our Congress lodged strong .objections to this nnwise
step. The very same policy i8 now {0 be pursned
by the Minister of Justice, for the Liguor Bill has
at the back of it the tint of shite-labour pelicy.

‘We emphatically protest against this policy. And
it is most inappropriate that & Minister of Jnstice
‘who at all times shonld mete out justice to every
section of the community, should promote a Bill
that is at oncd unjust and iniguitous. - .

A resolution will he bropght forward and I com-
mend it to your consideration. T.et us make it
known to the Minister that the Indian community
of Natal is solid on this gnestion, and that omr pro-
test against his action is moat. emphatic. .

Other Speeches

The chairman’s speech was followed by an elo-
quent speech by the Rev. A. Lamont who was
present to join in the ?rofa_es,t against the grave in-
justice that was sought fo be done fo Indians under
the Bill. ’ ,

Mr. A. Christopher (Deputy-President of the-
8. A. I Congress) then rose to speak and exhorted
the Indians to unite into one body and protest
against the Bill which gought not only to humiliate
but to ruin the Indian community.

Archdeacon Harris L

Archdeacon Harris at this moment graced the
Ineeting with his kind presence and said he ‘had- his
own views on the Liquor question and although he
could’speak lengthily on that it was not his purpose -
then to do go. He was there to join heartily with
the Press generally-and with the Indian community .
in their {)i'obeat, against Section 104 of the Bill which
aimeq at doing a grave injustice fo the latter. :

Mr, V. 8, C. Pather then moved the following
resolation :— T )

. " That this mass meeting of the Indjan commu-
Dity of Durban and District, held under the guspices
of the Natal Indian Congress, emphatically protests
against the attempt on the part of the Minister of
Justice to introduce by means of a certain section in
the Liquor Bill, a racial bar, by which thousands of
Indians will be deprived of their livelihood, and

- strongly protests against any sach restriction of the

present rights enjoyed by them. This meeting fur-
ther places on record that such an attemnpt i8 in
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direct conflict with the lotter and spirit of the Cape-
town Agreement.”

Messrs. F. C. Pillay (Chairman of the Natal Hotel
Employees’ Union), Advocate J. W. Godfrey, Rook-
noodeen and B. M. Patel spoke in support of the
above resolation which was passed unanimously.

The meeting terminated at 5-30 p.m.

Meetings in Other Places

Similar protest meetings against the Liguor Bill
were held in Maritzborg, Jobannesburg and other
places, and among the resolutions pussed was in-
claded also a resolution expressing the community’s
deep regret at the sudden death of India’s great
leader Hakim Ajmal KXhan. We hope to publish
the reports of these meetings in our next issue.

Cables to India

The following is a copy of a cable message sent
by the Deputy-President of the S. A. I, Congress to
the Viceroy of India. Copies were also sent to
Associated Press, Sir D’Arcy Lindsay. Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Mahatma Gandhi, Sir Parshotamdas Thaker-
das, Rev. C. F. Andrews, M. A. Jinha, Lala Lajpatrai,
Sir Pheroze Sethna, Dr. Gour, Pundit Malaviaji,
Dr, Ansari, Hon. V. J. Patel, Rangasamy Iyengar,
Maulana Mahomed Alli, Srinivasa Iyengar :—

** Second reading Liquor Bill now going throngh
Parliament notwithstanding protest, Bill seeks
deprive three thousand Indians their families
and dependanta of livelihood ultimately drive
them out of country. Bill direct conflict letter
gpirit Capetown Agreement. Clear racial legis-
lation, Indians greatly alarmed Government’s
attitnde. If Bill passes Capetown Agreement
pmashed. Xarnestly appeal your immediate
intervention—CHRISTOPHER, Deputy-President

South African Indian Congress.’

Parliamentary Debate On-
, Liquor Bill

‘We cull the following from the debate on the
Liquor BEill which deals with the white labour
clause :—

In moving the second reading of the Bill on
‘Wednesday Jan. 25, the Miniaster of Justice referred
to the question of Indian waiters, and said that they
ghould deal with it on the basis of not depriving
waiters of their employment. They should, how-
ever, forbid the further employment of Indians and
thus gradually reduce their number. He thought
] something could be done along these lines,

Dr. H. J. REITZ (Nat. North East Rand) in the
course of argument hoped that politics would not be
- allowed to be bronght into the discussion of the Bill,
except in regard to the white labour clanse, which
he regarded as being of vital importance. If the
clause were allowed to go through, it would be of
great importance, and wonld be the means of work
being found for thousands of poor whitea. It would
be the means of joba being found for thousands of
" “pals”—the right jobs for the right pals, The
Natives were not the Pact’s pals, nor were the Asia-
tics the pals of the Pact. If the clause were watered
down, or deleted, the Bill, so far as the Pact was
concerned, would be a dud, although it still might
be = useful measure.

Mr. BLACKWELL (8.A.P., Boznidenhout) dealing
with the white labour c¢lause described it-asa damn-

i,
Mr. 5L ExAnDER (Ind. Dem,, Hanover Street),

‘eriticising the white lnbour clanse said be was sar-
prised to see it there now that the Indian Agreement
bad been ratified. This clause was an invitation to
the Government of India to tear up that agreement

between the two countries, because the point was
made by the Minister of the Interior right away
through that the stigma of racial inferiority wonld
be removed, Surely there was no greater stigma
than this clause, no greater insult than to tell the
3,000 Indians engaged as cooks and waiters that they
were saddenly to be deprived of their livelihood
simply becanse they were Asiatics.

If, as the Prime Minister had said at Lydenbuorg,
the Government were going to do the right and fair
thing, then the Government should not hesitate a
single moment in Bcrapping this purticular clause.
It was no use to say that a compromise might be
reached by allowing the Indians at present employed
in these occupations to continae at their worls, be-
canss the.whole thing was a stigma which ought to

- be removed from the Bill.

From the experience of training white youths for
this work in Johannesburg, went on Mr. Alexander,
it was guite clear that they had not get the material
in this country at present, although they might have
in time to come. In any case, if a white boy or man
had an aptitude for this work he need not fear that
he conld not hold his own with the Indians.

In 1926, pointed out Mr. Alexander, the welkin
rang with the necessity for the Colour Bar Bill; in
1928 the Colour Bar Act bad not yet been put into
operation. How many members, he asked, knew
that that Act had not yet been promulgated 7 He -
appealed, therefore, to the House not to proceed on
a similarly foolish policy of colomr bar legislation.
It wounld never be carried oat, and it wonld only
wound nnnecessarily a portion of the community. -

Alr. C. B. Heatlie (8.A.P., Worcester}, Dr. A. J.
Stals (N. Hopetown) and Mr. J. J. Van Rensburg
(N. Boshof) did not refer to the white labour clause,

Mr. PATRICK DUNCAN (S.A.P., Yeoville) des-
eribed the white labour clause a8 being nothing
sheekofabominable, Their honour ga & nation, he
said, was boﬁﬁ"ﬂ'p“\vith the Indian Agrecment they
had made in the past. Not only the spirit of that
agreement, but the actual letter, was violated by this
clause. He asked if the Government had put the
agreement on paper while holding a mental reser-
vation. The clanse tore up the agreement. He re-
gretted that Dr. Reitz should have got up in the
House and said what he did the previous day.

“This Honse,” said Mr. Duncan, “is the highest
anthority in the country, and holds nnder its control
the liberty, property and lives of the people of this
country, not only white, but black and coloured
also, This Parliamentis responsible for protecting
them. their liberties and interests, and eeeing they
get justice. Every member here ig a trustee for
geeing that these people get a fair deal, and more so
when they come from & province where they have
no vote or means of making their voices heard or
influence felt.” .

Mr. Duncan stated that Dr. Reitz had said he was
out for his pals; that the Indian and the Native
were not pals of his. That came from one of the
trustees of the people. The Erropeans werea com-
paratively small population in the midst of a large
and generally uncivilised native population. ~There
wag peace among these people becanse mp to now
they had confidence in tho justice of the white
people that they wonld get a fair deal. The doctrine
announced by Dr. Reitz was mot a doctrine of justice
but one of grab. It wounld be a sorry day for the
country when that confidence in the white race was
broken. The position was not helped because there
might be poeitions for a few white men.

“If the white man has to rely on this kind of pro-
tection, said Mr. Duncan, “then his day is done. I
suppose this is the new Socialism living by the ex-
ploitation of the coloured proletariat, using this Par-
linment fo keep these people down to the level of
the proletariat. Not only is it unjust and sins
against the fundamental principles of justice, bat it
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is fatal to onr interests as white men. I object with
all my power to a doctrine like this being adopted in
this Honre—that we are here to got what we can. I
hope the good sense of the House will prevail, and
that the Bill goes throngh without this clause. The
gain is a mare trifle to the injury it will cause.”

Mr. M. KexTripce (L., Troyeville) depied that
the clanse constituted a breach of the Indian Agree-
ment. It was aimply a continnation of the policy

and principles which he claimed had been accepted

by the people of the conntry, that something must
be done not only to entrench bnt to extend the
avenues of employment for white people. In these
matters they had to be guided by material ag well as
othical eonsiderations.

The position so far as the Indian Agreement was
concerned, went on Mr. Kentridge, was that there
were two outstanding questions at 18sue between the
two Governmenta at the time., One was contained
in the policy enunciated by the present Government,
and which was virtvally accepted by the previous
Government in the Areas Reservation Bill, by which
it was proposed to put the Indians in this country
virtually in locations; but the feeling among the
Indians was that this wonld be a reflection on their
race, The question, then, was : What could they do
to restrict the unfair competition which existed and
to restrict the influx of the Indian population into
South Afriea ? .

The two principal items in this agreement which
overshadowed everything else, declared Mr. Kent-
ridge, were ,—

First, that the Union Government agreed to with-.

draw that Bill; and

Secondly, that in consideration of this concession
the Government of India nndertook to do everything
possible to encourage a voluntary repatriation of In-
dians from South Africa.

Mr. Kentridge submitted, therefore, that there was
nothing in the white labour clamse of the Liguor
Bill which violated that agreement.

Mr. Duncan’s second objection, went on the mem-
ber for Troyeville, was that something was being
done to allocate occupations, but the principle of the
. allocation of oceupations was not mnew to South
Africa, as, for example, Earopeans were prevented
from getting employment in the native territories.
There were to-day colour bara against the white
population. _

“I am not concerned,” declared Mr. Kentridge,
‘“whether this clanse is going to benefit the National
Party or the Labour Party, but I am concerned
from the point of view that, unless the policy of
this Government of opening up more avenues of em-

ployment for the white people is pursued, yon will _

never be able to establish in this country a growing
and virile white population.”

Mr. R. W, CLOSE (8.A.P., Roondebosch), said he
felt that if the Bill was passed with the white labhour
clanse in it it wonld be a blot on their fair name and
& smirch on their honour.

The ex-Spealker, Mr. C. J. KRIGE (8,A.P., Caledon)
said a careful study of the Bill showed that an addi-
tional barden nf_:‘l?l-_gf_)miaﬂ_placed on licence
holders. 1f Clause I(4 were adopted the finan-
cial burden would he much greater.
the restrictions of the Bill were such that tourists
would in the future find greater reasons for the
complaints already voiced.

Mr. J. G. Keyter (N. Ficksburg), Mr. A. S.
Naude (N. Wakkerstroom) and Mr. C. Pearce
(L. Liesbeek) were silent on the white labour clauss.

Sir THOMAS WATT (S.A.P., Dandee) eriticising
the clause eaid he was amused at the argnment of Mr.
Kentridge that this claose did not say that Eoro-
peana were to take the place of the natives and
Asiatics, and if it were passed as it stood it would

have the effect of displacing the Asiatics by ooloanred
MONT St ile o Pt minel @iMi Wl Jpen wane

He feared that -

to take the place of Asiatics as waiters. Asiatica
were the beat waiters in the world, and he saw no
reason at all why thay shounld be debarred from
carrying on their work.

He was surprised, went on Sir Thomas, that the
Minister of the Interior had said nothing about this
claase, thoagh invited to do so. He was the Minister
on the Government side responsible for bringing
abont the Indian Agresment. He told them that the
stigma on Asiaties was to be removed and he was
going to nplift the Asiatics on to a higher level; and
it was rather atrange that his colleagme the Minister
of Justice, should now come along and talke steps to
prevent thess men from earning an honest liveli-
hood. The clause shonld be dropped altogether, It
was not going to drive the Asiatic out of the coun-
try, and it was altovether unfair to them. .

The Rev. M. L. Ficx (N. Potchefstroom) gaid he
was not opposed to the Asiatic provisions of the
Bill, which were designed to prevent the exploita-
tion of Indians against whites,

Mr. H. B. Papenfus (S.A.P., Hospital) was silent
on the white labour clanse.

Mr. R. B. WATERSTON (Labour) in opposing the
clanse vehemently declared : “If we have entered
into an agreement, and if we intend to carry it ont
we should do so. If we do not want to carry it out
we should not pretend abont it. (Hear, hear). I
ask the Minister what principles we are fighting can
be used to justify this clanse 7 Can we plead that,
although we may be doing an injostice we are fight-.
ing for the preservation of the white race in South
Africa ? T say we cannot plead it in any circum-
stances. Can we plead that it is for the safety of
the lives and limbs of the people. Can we plead
that it is endangering the lives of these men or their
fellow-workers. I say we cannot plead that. Is it
in the interests of morality ? I say we cannot even
plead that. If it were we shouald first take steps to
make it illegal to employ native honse-hoys all over
Sonth Afriea.® ¢- ¢ ..

“It could not be said it is to prevent drinking
among natives,” said Mr. Waterston, “because under
this Act we allow him to take full bottles in a bas-
ket on a push-bike. In fact, we allow him to wash
the bottles and drink the dregs. That is not keep-
ing him away from secaring liqnor.”

“If,” declared Mr. Waterston, “the aim of this
clanse is to open up avenues of employment for
white people it ia going to eupply dead-end openings
in this particular industry. Our children will have .
to go as errand boys to ride push-bikes, with stacks
of heer in a basket in front, and deliver that liquor.
We are providing openings for men to haundle
barrels of heer and for girls to wash bottles. Every
one of these occupations are blind-aliey jobs, and
while we are doing that we find in another depart-
ment of the self-same Government that natives are
carrying on drill sharpening and engine-driving,
and doing any amount of ekilled work, where the
Government has the power to reserve this work for
white men. -

“Here we are placing the whites on the lowest
possible rung of unskilled labonr and driving the-
natives and Asiatics out of occnpations, in which I
don't think one of us would like to see our children.
And where are the natives and Asiatics going to ? .
They are not going ont to the sea to be drowned,
put they are going to compete with the white people
in other occupations. Party whip or no party whip,
I am going to vote against this clause and also
against the extension of the tot system. If that is
the best that Socialism in our time can achieve, then,
I say, God help South Africa. And if that is the
best that Government ean do, in addition to what
they have done, for the future of the white people
of thid country, then I say this Government has not
edmd 11 to eXpactations.” .

Mrly By Van der Mevwd (N Wynbuen) wid he
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did not think it right for the Opposition to opposeso
bitterly ite provisions and make use of the Indian
qnestion and agreem‘ent to acouse the Government
of bresking faith. I have gone throngl the agree-
ment, and I don’t see that the Government can be
accused of not keeping faith.”

Hon, members : Ol ]

Dr. van der Merwe : No; I don't think so. 'The
Indiun delegation did not oppose the provisions of
the Uolour Bar Act, and this Bill is much the same.
If the Opposition bhad objected to the provisions by
gaying the game was not worth the candle that
would be s different matter, but the Government
cannot properly be said to be breaking faith.

Mr. G. H, NioHoLLs {S.A.P., Zulaland) said the
Government was again snffering from a constitution-
al inability to see amything beyond the bordera of
their own country. = They still shouted out for
South Africa alone. It was the end of our noses
attitude in politics. '

“Can we afford to be criticised by the ocivilised
pations of the world?” asked Mr, Nicholls. If that
criticism was not to be merited, he said, they had to
conform to the sfandards set and the resolutions
passed by these nations: South Africa had entered
into an agreement with a sister State with a popula:
tion of 350,000,000, and a litile later she vioclated
the very spirit of the agreement.

Mr. Roos : It is not a viclation of the agreement.
1 entirely differ from you. It is not a fact,

Mr. Nicholls : I wish the Minister to realise the
golemness of his utterances in the Honse on that
question. , o

Mr. Rooa: I eay it ia not a faot.

Mr. Nicholis : Your legal arguments may adduce:

Mr. Roos : Whatever legal argament I might
addnce will not convince you. , _

Mr. Blackwell: It is not a matter for legal argn-
ment. , _

Sir Thomas Smartt : It is a matter of honesty and
good faith, =, L '

Mr. Nicholls : Yes; honesty and good faith.

. Further Comments On The
Ligiior Bill
Repudiation Of tnioo’s Plighted Word

The Uﬁpé Titnes, it o léader on feferences by Mr.
Rous did othery during the Liquor Bill debate to
thé éffeot of Section 104 of the Bill un the status of
Indians, dsys:— . ,

“T'6 compromise upon Hection 104 is out of the
question, The Minister apparenty thinks that if
the interests of present Indian employees are sife-
guarded all will be well. Even M¢. Blackwell spoke
as though the Important thing was not to turn the
present  workers out of their jobs but surely there
cannot be a moment’s doubt about the real isme,
which is the effect of the clause on the status rf
Indians as a distindt eloment in tlie South Afridan
nation.

*In decepting the Capetown Apgfeenient, the
Union Clovernment gave various promises whioh,
if they mean anything at all; meen that the general
position of Indiane at the time thi agreement waé
concluded will not be.nltered for the worse dud
mbafy in particulary that fio becupatlon will be te
batred from thém by lav. ‘

“Qectioh 104 seeks t9 erect suth a logal bar. It
thus direetly viotates thé pledge which the Union
Govethniott has given to thé Govetnment of Iudia.
ThE matler I8 simply and solely cpe of the hotour,

ot onily of the Goveramait, bt of Bouth Alriva,
"°-"?vn?u is virtl?ul?y an Internationnl undertaking

cannot be 8o lightly thrown over a3 the Bill, in its
present form, contemplates.

“If the QGovernment comsider Bectiem 104 of
sufficiently material significance to be worth the
sacrifice of the Capetown Agreement, then let
them say so and terminate the agreement openly
in the manner for which itself provides Bat do
not let them lend themselves fo the dishoneatz of
an unexphined repudiation of their plig ted

word.”

Cape British Inidian Council
Report of Kimberley Conference

(Frox Jur Owx CORRESPONDENT)

Al pections of the Cape Town Indian cornmumity
were ptegent af a meeting of the Cape British Indida
Council held st the Fidelity Hall, Primrose-Street, od
Sunday, 15tk Janngey, -Me. A, E. Bachebumis, chair:
mat of the committe# of the C.B.J.C , presided, Among
others who tookt an active pmrt in the proceedings wete
D¢, Patet Musters; Messrs, Ghieralla Abdnllah, D, Man:
clienjee, S. Gorwalla, Had)i Khan Gool, Abdool Malik,
P. Desai, Hadji Mohumed Khan, Ockhim, Abdal
Hamid, Adatr Wally, and Adam Abdailali ig well a¢
geveral notable visitors from the Transvaal. .

The Chsirmad, in opehiug thie meebing, poibted dub
the significance of the decisiohs takei at the tevant
Kimberley Conference of the South Africain Indiad
Congtess, and stated that it augured well for the Indian
community that, as a result of the ronitd table conferatics;
ail optimistio view conld be taken of the futiire welfdre
of their community. He weldomed in thelt thidst Adve:
cate A. Christopher; D.C.M.; the newly:elested deputy-
president of the South African Fadidn Congrees, and 40
congratildted Wit obt his sucoeasful acholastic catodr in
Hngland,

Advocate Ohristoplior, in reply iriptessed Hpon hid
herets that Tudians in thé Unioit shonld act #e South
Afticans, and peterally také to heart the advice tenderdd
by thé Right Hou, V. 8, Sestri i ordet to raige tite pres:
tigs of the commuitity. He Had just returned frord
Kimberley, snd admired the way Sodth Aftican Indistia
were ounducting their uffaira. He boped that the future
of thie 8,A. Todiat Conpress would be 4 bright oro.

Mr. A. Ismail, in submitting a lengthy report on the
labotird of the Cunference ab Kitnberly, emphauived the
good work done by that body, as well as the efTeot of the
presence of the Rt Hon. V. 8. Santri and hin ataff on
that vocasion.  Altogetber the Kimberley session proved
& suocess, and did » great desl to pave the way fora

_better understanding between Indlans and Hotopeans,

After other delegates had spoken and variohs yuestions
liud been nnswered, the report was unanimodsly bocepted
by the meeting

The foliowing wer elected membaora of the Exeottive
of the §; A, Indian Congress to reptesont the Cupe area |
Mesars, A, Ismail (Cape Town), 8) Ousoojee (Bast Lion-
dun), B. Huléejee (Purt Elisabeth), aud P Dawsbn
(Klberley):

YT P PRI VLV FILY. TP Iy 1)

e et e
“ INDIAN ©OPINION »
Subscription Rates.

WITHIN THE UNION : 6 d

Ymr]y Y T 2'0 0
Half-Yearly .: 190 0
oUtSIDE THE UNION and OVERSEAY
& d,
TYearly i e RO 9
waie-Yourly 4 10 4§



February 3rd 1 928

R K. T T

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

S P RO Sty BRI U PRI

INDIAN OPINION

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for
Period 11th October 1926 to 22nd January 1928.

Receipts

By Subscriptions for year 1926 £47-.12-6
» -n 1m n 1927 51-18-0.
s Amonnt received from special
" oollection in Natal 400-0-0
. Donations re Small-pox Epidemic

Parsee Rustomjee Trost 10-10-0

Bai Jerbai Rastomjee Trust 10-10 0

A. A. Gandhi 2-0-0

Daycbaod Soni 2-0-0
» Special collection from Committee for

circnlars re Perzonal Tax Exemption 3-2-8
,» Loan from Mr. E. M. Ally 58-0-0
,» Donations toward reception to Gov-

eroment of India delegation and

porse to Servants of lndia Society 725-9-0
. Donations towards reception to .

Mr. Sastri as Agent of Govt. of India 160-15-0
.+ Sale of tickets for Mr, C. F. Andrews’

banquet 135-12-6
» Amount collected Lowards parse to

Mcr. Andrews . 86-15-0
,, Daonhauser Disaster Relief Fand for

dependacts from The Nalal Wilness 450-9-10
,» Porse banded to Congress by Mr.

Sorabjee Rustomjee 528.13-6¢
» Dobstion towarda Mr. Sorabjee's

banqaet - 73-10-0
» Donatiod towards Mr. Chrlstophers _

present of Law-books ... - 120-15-0

Balance due to Secretaries 40-16-11

£2.853-96

I hereby Certify that I have to-
Natal Indian Congress and find them

3
L b }
i -
. Expenditure. - o
To Balance die to Secretaries as per last Acvoudt 424 16 6
»s H. H. Janion—=a/fc fees re Test case . ' '
Boroughs Ordinance. . . ... e v 148 15. 0
»» 1. J. Stuart—a/c fmsn:'l‘stcase ] . )
Boroughs Ordinance ... bl i e I5 © o
»s Purse to Servants of India Soclety 50F 0 O
+»» South African Indian Congress :— .
Contribution for year 1926 IS 0 o
Levies during the year 1926 - 200 0 O
Proportion typing expenses I3 0 o
Contribution for year 1927 I T
Account contribution for 1928 - cen 85 o o
+» Reception to Govt. of India Delegatlon — . R
Cost of silver salvers with engraviogs éte. ~ * * 147 0" ¢
Silver cabinet and parse for Servants of T
India Society ... ret Wi, 00,5 F
Garlands, Boquc\s, Town Hall hire, ribbons, ., .. .
for dccoratmg cars, printing efc., ete, ... ps 19 0
,» Reception to Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri & Staff :— - S
Cost of address and presents to Staff e 66 i5 4
Town Hall hire, printing, flag poles; ldmtlsmg EI
garlands, boquets, stamps and petties... ... . Gl 15 o
+»» Reception to Rev. C. F. Andrews : — n, s
' Butterworths for catering ".:. N N
Stranack’s Orchestra ves . SV !d n‘b o
Town Hall hire, printing cal'ds, menns eﬂ:‘.; e
stamps and petties - AP zg 6 o
»» Reception to Mz, & Mrs. S Ru.stomjcc —_ .
Butterworths for catering ... '66_:3 6
Minerals and Sundries . e -8
Town Hall Hire ... wi'i .0 3 3.0
y2 Pundit Bhawani Dayal Sl.nym—-Rctnm Boat Fare
_ _from Bombay etc. as member of Deputation_ 30 00
s 5. R. Nsidoo—Natal representative—expenses in
Capetown re Round Table Conference . ..... _ 4L 19 7
»» Cash to Rev. C.F, Andrews—Natal share of his
propaganda work re Asiatic Bill ... 25 0 O
»» Natal Execative on South Aifrican Indian Conglus
attendiog meeting ih Johannesburg 14 8 6
»» Boarding expenses for delegates to South Africen ]
Indian Congress Emagencyconfemnee rm_ v 13:.4 ©
s Orddn recitals ‘4 4 ©
n Shorthand reporlcm or w:rbahm rcpom 8 8 o
»# Indiast Child Welfare Society ke b :'.'h'}fls;& o
1+ County Permanent Building Socle L
Deposit ¢ Danfilauser Disaster Rehé? Fund "+ 450 o ¢
»n R. K. Kapitan—sweets for nhl]dn:n dnnng . . et
Mrs. Neidu's visit ... . Wi e 280 O 0
,, Expensumpmyermtedng. Fol e, cp e el
Flags and poles e w73 0
Adven.mng .- asr e L L KRS L
»» Expenses re Small-pox Epidemic:— e R
Petro! for car for Mr. Andrews’ visits to ! ;' 7
Barracks, Bus charges for conveyance of -
Vegetables, printing ete. ... " 61 o
s» Printing handbills etc. foxmndry meeungi dnmﬁg. N e
the year . 87 3 o
y Statiogiery: 7 -, T i B2 . o 12 6
» Advenising . 1014 3
» Garlands, Boqud:.and Wieaths < ‘}'*- - 26 3 0O
s Cost of Law-Bool:s—prﬁcnmtlon to Mr. -
Alberk Chiistopher ... we 12015 ©
n Expenses of Mr. V. Lawrence to Dan.nhluser . 3k 0
" Del \¢s sttending Kimberley Conference . -3y - 41 <3 .t
» chugu, vma, poiu.ga and pema e 103 3 7
, £2 853 9 6

R

day exammea’ t/ze 600&.1‘ mm' baau:}uri' Bf the

to be corvect.
Shapurji  Jivanji Randerla, ..

Darbun, 21t Jansary 1923, Hﬂdltor. o ) . ',.
PERPAT’HLR ‘ oL 2

RHAIR ﬂIMHn Joln. Hﬂﬂ| l’tlmm‘::,. )

e S .l ¢



40

INDIAN OPINION

February 3rd 1928

INDIAN POLITICAL ASSOGIATION - KIMBERLEY.

The Reception Committee appointed in connection with the recent Eighth Session of the South African
Indian Congress which met in Kimberley, desire through these columns, to appeal to Indians in the ontlying
digtricta of Griqualand West and particularly those in the Vryburg, Mafeking and Barkly West areas to contri-

bate to the funds of the above Committee.

The entertainment of the delegates attending the Congress was undertaken by this Committee who
incurred a debt smounting to £164-5-9. Subscriptions received to date total £88-10-6 so that we are faced with
a deficit of £75-15-8, as will be seen from the following Statement of Acconuts.

Collectors will visit the districts mentioned above when it i8 trusted subscriptions will be collected to

cover the deficit.

~Statement of Hccounts

EXPENDITURE

‘Services a_nppﬁed to MB. ARMED MAHOMED.
Hire of chairs, tables, table cloths,

decorations £13-17-0
Hire of tarpuline, tlmber, crockery, 6-14-0
Breakages e 10-17-0
Wage, cocks, walbers, electncmn

and lnbourers -’ . 60-4-0
Hire of lodgings 5-0-0
‘Wash stands . 2-15-0

" Hire of motor cars; conveyance of delegates
and collectors . 15-14-6

Carfage 4-13-6

Cash loan (M. B. Samy) - 7-10-6
Stationery, stamps, telegrams -

and printing 709
Catering: refreshmenta for delegates at Hall 8-15-0°
Miscellaneous ves es 14-4 6
Caretakers, (Jodgings) C e 8100

£164 5-9°

-~ Reception Committee.

. IRcour
By Sobeeriptions £81-0-0
» Cash loan (M. R. Samy) 7-10-6
88-10-6
Derioat 75-15-3
£164 5-9

MB VAR
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Rafu 8.
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CHAS, SPITZ & MEREINE,
- Morning Market, Newtown.
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All Descrlptlon

Moderate Prices
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“INDIAN OPINION” Office
P. 0. PHENIX,
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The Late HAKIM AJMAL KHAN,

ex-President of the Indian National Congress,
who has rendered noble service to India, and worked for

Hindu-Moslem unity.



