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WING to unavoidable circumstances we have Johanpesburg, Jan. 4.—The prominent TFrade

had to hold over many important matters TUnion leader whom it is. proposed to bring from

for next week. The report of the Kimberley England for 12 months to act as adviser to tl_:e I_n-'

Conference will be pnblished fully in our next dustrial and Commercial Workers’ Union in its -

week's issue. roeconstruction campaign has not yet finally been

: chosen. Mr. A. Creech Jones, of the British Trans- -
Acoording to a proclamation in the current issue of

port and General Workers' Union, who is dealing ,
the Government Gazette, the Asiatics in the North-  wijth the matter, in a letter to Clements Kadalie, the
general secretary of the I. C. Y., received today.
says: “I bhave met two or three officials regarding
the proposal, but I have not yet discovered a man -
who is both eunitable and free. I am continuning my
inquiries.” The idea is that one of the bigger British i
Unions should allow one of its officials, with special
talents for organising, to come out on salary for a .
year to assist the I.C.U., the latter to be responsible !
only for his expenses.—Reuter, ) .

A message from Madras states-—At the.sixth Shi-
villiputtur Taluk Conference held recently at Raja- -
palaiyam, ander the presidency of Mr. George Jogeph, ;
the following resolution was passed:— .

“That in view of the policy behind the Royal -
Commission and the failare of the Congress represen-
tatives in Councils, Government Committees and
local bodies to achieve any good for the people, this
Conference is of opinion that there should be full
Non-Co-operation with the Government and all
these bodies must be vacated by such representatives
and the country should accent the leadership of
Mahsatma Gandhi in carrying oui the programme.”

Indians In The War -

Tribute By Lord Birkenhead: -

Lord Birkenhead, on October 7th, in unveiling the
Memorial erected at Neuve Chapelle in memory of |
the Indizn soldiers who fell in France during the .
‘War, delivered the following striking and impressive |
speech as reported by Z%e Times (London) :— :

The outlines of the great story, to the mortal side .

ern Districts of Natal Act, 1927, came into operation
on Jan. 1, and & set of regulations under the Aect are
also gazetted. The Act makes compulsory the regis-
tration of Asiatics now resident in the northern dis-
triots of Natal, which formerly constitated an inde-
pendent Republie, and were incorporated in Natal,
after the Anglo-Boer War, and only such regis-
tered Asiatica will be entitled to trade. In effect,
the new Act extends theprovisions of the Transvaal
law to the northern districts.

Ata reception given in his honour recently in
Colombo by the Ceylon National Congress, Mahatia
Gandhi is reported to have said that “Congrees” is
a word in India to conjure with. They should
follow the traditions of the National Congress of
India, the parent body. Self-expression and self-
government could not be taken or given to them by
any one. Self-government depended entirely nupon
their own internal strength, upon their ability to
fight against heavy odds. ‘Trath is an integral part
of the Congress creed. Attainment of Swaraj must
be by legitimate means. Gandhiji deplored the
existence of communalism which is totally opposed
to uationalism. “Ceylon is endowed with men,
money and natural gifts and with courage second to
pone. We cannot obtain Swaraj, the birthright of
all countries, until communalism is dead and all
communpities live in a spirit of union.” Continuing,
Gandhiji nrged to make politics as whole-time
occupation and not to allow it to degenerate into
spare-time hobby. He wunted the Congress to
identify with the poor, especially the labourers and
to vigorously participate in the abolition of the
drink carse and also to introduce a full measure

of which to-day we pay homage, have been drawm,

of spiri t¥ into politics, by the distinguished soldier who succeeded -Sir ..

Interviewed by the Associated Press of India re-
cently, Dr. Kitchlew is reported to have said : “I am
giving thess views in my individual capacity and
not a8 Secretary of the All-India Muslim League.
S0 far a8 I am concerned I do not think any
foreign Government can willingly give self-govern-
ment to a subject race. Self-government can only
come through the concerted action of intense
patriotism coupled with a feeling of self-sacrifice.
To me the announcement of the Royal Commission’s
personnel i8 a god-send: for it is bound to serve as
an eye-opener to those who pin their faith to the
promisea of the Imperial Government. The British
Government has tried to take advantage of the
present unfortunate differences between the Hindus
and the M{xslims, bat in my opinion the Parliament
has committed the greatest blunder. I bave no
doubt in 1y mind that the country will rally round
the call of the National Party, provided the boycott
is taken up in earnest.” =

James Willcocks in the command of the Corps. I
have nothing to add to his summary or to his nar-

. rativa. But I ask leave to offer a word of ‘affection,

of gratitude, and of admiration to the memory of
James Willcocks. Stout goldier, staunch friend,
ardent patriot, he had for the Indian troops an affec-
tion which did not yield even to that of the illus-"
trious Roberta. On him, too, may the earth rest '
lightly. If such things happen ever, or can happen,
be sure that his spirit is in our midst to-day.

I cannot Iook at this memorial without emotion.
It expresses in noble but simple architecture the
gratitnde of an Empire to the fallen dead of storied

- India. Tt was originally designed to commemorate

those soldiers only whose last fate was unknown, .
and to whose bodiea were denied the rites of pious
sepulture. But a broader and a wiser decision has
ordained that it shall stand here for all time to re-
mind those who come after us, not only of the glory:
of the missing, but also of the sacrifice of the known
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deadh And surely this. decision was altog(;the} th )
for no man can do more than this—{hat he gave his
life. T L S

In three matters, while all who fought sufferad

greatly 4nd wrought' nobly, the enduranca of she .-

g e’

Indians was remarkable in a special manner. ~
Firstly, they fought thousands of milea from their
homes, in strange and unfamiliar surronndings,
among peoples whos3 tongues they did not know, -
whose ways were nof their ways, whose civilizition
—better-or worse—was not theirs, —

And, secondly, they fought in a climate to which
their bodies were not inured and for- ‘the gmiﬂ;-anéei ¥

of which they lacked habituation; most of them

made swift exchange of the scorching heat of India -

for the weeping skies of Flanders, I saw them—I
can sed theni now-ughivering:in those early and
primitive trenches, standing up to their kmees in'foul
water: thelr features always composed in that thagh
of fatalismi-which givés an imipression ‘of pathios
already poignaat.. Their bodles were oftely Broken
by the eléments, but their''souls wers never con-
qumd‘-i PH I S I AR [ § S et r
And, thirdly, thess'then who tave diéd fought in”
a qudrre} of which their understanding tvas less per-”
fect than was that of thobe by whose side they con~
tendeds | The  Belgian ' remembered & -happy aud
innocent eountry which he- had almods: wholly ‘lost.
The French saw all tound them the crabl sigid ‘of -
lotal destruction and, it the vivid' eyes of imagina-
tion,must in'dark moments have apprehended the '
loss of - Paris the Incomparable; dod theé spread of
that menacing invasion"ilto-'yet furthey dreds, un-
koown, incalenlable. -And 80, tod, in history, those
whote valout was rendered imtnottal by Thocydides
fought near tothdir' homes snd o 4 guarrel with
Enown dangers, Nor did the Sphrtans who perished
at Thermopyle offer thefr lives upow ah issue

i

obiscurely tuderstdod, "1 7 e
Tt wodld b an' insincetity to pretend that in' this

" goliié the oljects with +which this veat' wak waged

could ~Have beérl khovwri of were known, fd' thé
mijority 'of the Indian ™ Abmdy. 'Many* a Hamble
goldier, ond Suspects, muat have {:ﬁought ‘of his far-
away village, sun-gwept, ttn-menated, ard wondered
what inscrutable purpose of ‘hatever deity he wor-
shipped’ had -projeeted him ‘into this sinister and

. bloody maelstrom,

Ttis in alk tirefe circirhstances the apecial sbldierly
virtue of these troops that they met with. steadfast
eyes the clash-bf a.novel and horrible wati cbrtainly
witbont the clear, perhaps, withont the discernible,
stimmotus’ of 2 dangey to thelr owd homes or to. their
own wives ghd''childrert. | Whence then camsé the.
spirit -of 'étidraned dud of high”éndeavour ? It
camé frdiid the twin soureed of anl inbord and simple
loyalty; of 41 instracted and very perfect discipline.
Like tite Rothatt legionary, they twers faithful unto
deatht.’ They had accepted & duty; They discharged .
it3'"Mord gatnot be faidlgjmdre need not bs daid. ~

“Bo ¢f another element. in the gallant force, which

isrepresented. in this memorial, I must certainly add
a word. ,There perished, in 14 months in' Franee,
directing and,inspiring that force, 260 British offi-
cers... There were wounded over 1,000. The names .
of those who . have. no, kunown grave are here. re-.
corded., I know enough of the minds of these who
followed on, the road of dealh to know: that if they
were with us they would most deeply risent any
appreciation of their own worth which failed teo in-
clude a tribute. to the British officars whom they
trusted and, in whose company they. met their fate.
Jrr-an altien soil we-leave the Indisa troops’ whers
they'. diedu If- the !intmitive  belief .of' mankind
through the ages ber welb founded--if = region' of -
happiness awaits the tru¢ and the valiant—may the
spirits of these men; in that regioft, know that they
didpot dle in vain t- - . - - '

1 o o
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Hindu-Muslim _Unit"yf'J

. Muhatma Gandli writea as follows ip _his
Young India dated Dec. 1,1927 :— .~
Dr. Ausari told me when I was zecently id
Dalhi, that he heard in Calcutta from relizble-men
that I had lost faith and interest in Hindu-Muslim
unity, and that I wa3 avoiding Massalman friends
such a3 the Ali Brothers. Dr. Ansari therefore
proposed thst in order to digpel auny illusion and
disarm suspicion, I should make a declaration of
wy faith, before & public meeting in Delhi. I
-could not accept the proposal if only because the
old Delhi of Hakim Saheb Ajmal Khan and Swami
Shraddhanaudji had become the new Dolit of
hosligans where it was diflicult for me ta stay and
much more so to address public, meetings, - I
howevei promised Dr., Auvsari thet flwonld‘ elear
my position ag.early as I could through these
pages. This I do now.- - -
My interest and. foith - in HindusMaslim ity
and woity among all- the communities 'remnin as'
strong a8 ever: My method of 'approach hus
cha:gud. - Whereas formerly I tried to achieve it
by addressing meetings; joiving i promoting ahd
passing resolutiods, now I haveng faith fn these
devices. We havé no atmosphere for them.  In
an ntmosphers which is surcharged with distruse,”
fear and hopelessness, in niy dpinion these. devices
rather hinder than help heart unity. 1 therefore
raly upon prayer and ‘such individual "aets. of
friendship as are possible. Hence I have lost all
deaire to attend meetings held for achieving umity.
This however.does not mesn that I disappreve. uf -
such attempts, On the contrary, those. who: Have:
faith in such meetings must hold them.. T dhould:
wish them &1l suceess, .- . .ooteo e
L am out of tume witlr the present temper ‘of
both :the.: communities.... From their.own ' standw
point they are: perhaps entitled 'to say thdt my
metliod bas failed, " I recognise that amomg thoss
whose opintons eount, I am in & hopeless min ority,’
By my taking part in meetings and the Itks I could”’
not rendet any wselel servics,  And as I have no.
other imterest but fo see redl unity  established,
where I cannol serve by my presence, I regard it
as Sotne service if Labstatn. - . 7, T
For ma there is no hope save through truth, and
noti-vidlence,” I kunow . that they will . triumph. .
when everything else has failed. . Whather, there- .
fore, I am in the mivority of .one or, I . have a.
majority, I must . go: slong the course. that.-
seems to have shown me.. . To-day . noa-violence as-.
a mere policy is a broken, reed. It .answere well -
as.a policy when there are no active forces working
against it in your own camp. - Bat when you have
to reckon with those whao believe in violence as ,a
creed to be enforced under given. cireumstances
tire expedianice of non-violence breaks down,. Then.
is the time for the out and out. believer .in.
non-violénce to test his creed. Both my creed and
I sro therefore on our trinl. And if we do not.
geem to succeed, let the critic or the. on-locker.
blame not the cresd but me. . I know I amy often .
obliged to struggle against myself. I haveé not
become incapable as yot of violence in thoughs at
least. But I am siriving with all the might God
hasgiven me. .- .. Cooen
Now perhaps the reader understands why T am .
not found in the company of the ' Ali Bruothers ag
often as I was before. They still hold me in their
pockets. - They are still as dear to me as blood
brothers, Iam mot sorry for having' thrown in
my. lot with the Muselmens in the hour of their
need. I should do s¢-agaih if the occasioli arose.
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Bat thoagh we have s common cause we have not
f:;mmn methods to-day. They would have had
me at Simla and Calentta.  Since the Robat riots
we have wot been able to agree as to the readivg
nf facks. Bat friendship that insiste upon agree-
ment oo Al matiers 1 pot worth the nzme.
Friendship to be real must ever sustain the weight
af howest differeness, however sharp they mav be.
I vegard our differences to be homest, and there-
fore let thoss who suspect a breach or even ecol-
pess between ns know, that my friendship with
the Ali Brothers and other Masalman friends
wbom the reader ean easily name remains as firm

as ever.

" The Naivete of the English

: Writing onder the sbove heading the Natfiow
(Now York) suys :— .
Indis is ghaken again. On Nov 8§ last Parlia-
ment was informed that the British Government had
appoimted s commismion to report whether India is
ready for a further messure of self-government..
This fact in itself would not be enough to shake
that country: for, when the Government of India
Act wxs adopled by Parliament in 1919, it was
specifically provided that the reforms were fo be
effective for a first siage of ten years, and before
ths expiration of that period an iInquiry would be
institoted into the resuiis achieved and recommendz-
tions for the fotore wonld be made to Parhament.
The commission has not been appomted amy too
sootr. Twe years are not a long time for an investi-
gation of such profoend impertance to more tham

extisfactory syetem of representation will evet be de-
vised. Each element, distrustful of the other, clam-
ors for 2 different method. The Hindus wisha singie,
general electorate. such as we have ip this country.
The Mokammedans, forming only one quarfer of the
country’s poprlation, insist on the election of re-
presentatives to the various legislative bodies by
separate refigion® communities, Otherwise, they
argue, 2nd perhaps justly, they would never be re-
presented and their rights wonld be ignored. . A
somewhat similar sitwation exists in the soathern
pert of the country between Brahman and non-Brah-.
man communities. = Of a totally different character
iw the preblem of the Native States, governed by
hereditary monarchs and with greater or less degrees
of independence as regards their infernal adminis-
tration.  These are in no respect bound by the sys-
tem of government prevailing in British India, Bai
gince they are scattered through all parts of British
India like polka dots, they create an unusual dishar-
mony of antocratic with representative government_
These problems and others with them have batlled,
iy excellent British minds for decades.. . Wa
wonder what this commission’s sevei members, who .
start so innocent of Indian affairs, will accomplish
in two short years. Wo suspect thaf unti} English-:
men admit the equal right—we should my even a.
better right—of Indians to discuss the government
of Indiz, all the commissions in the world can do no .
better than mark time. Englishmen who cannot
see the imperial colar of their own minds are an.-
obstacle to progress wherever they flaunt their naive .
complacencies. S . :

" Lord Ronaldshay On*’l‘he ;

39 miilion people.

What s shaken Indiz i the personnel of the
commission. It consisie of seven members, among
whom there is wot one Indian. Not enly have the
avowed Nationalisks ke Pandit Malaviya and Metiial
Nebru been ignoved, but mem like Mr. Patel,
who has officiated with the greatest satisfaetion to -

Statutory Cemmission - - -

(FRoM OUR OWS COREESPONDENE) » - -

One of the most interesting regular gatherings in: e
City of Loadon, the always erowded fortnightly Laymos's -
Lnnchofthel.oudonlﬁsﬁonary&cietyinthelfaﬂ:whk“

ail parties as the first elected presidens of the Indian
Legislative Assemibly, have been passed over, as has
Mr. Srinivase Seetri, who was long a “moderate” and
seemed to have the confidence of the Government of
India, and even those Indians of ability, oeenpants
of posts of trast, wha have been staunch sapporters
of the British Haj. AR Indians have been omitted
on the ground that “the desire; nataral and legiti-
mala.ailndannembm:tamelnd‘naself-goming
nation could hardiy fail to eolor their judgment of
her present eapacity to sostan thet role.” Could any
but the mobt self-complacent Fory Government in -
history bhave utiered s statement of such perfoct

“who went oat to Indis sboot

Hall,FarringdonStreet,wasaddmdmﬂyhy Lord
Ronaldshay, the late Governor of Benzal. Spesking on
the sabject of “Great Britain' and India,”. ho daveéféd
himself almess entirely tor a defence of the new Indian
Statutory Commission, . . ¢ 1"/

“The small band of merchant adventarers™ he maid,
A.D. 1600 with a charter
of Queen Elizabeth in their- pockets only intended to
carry on a lucrative trade with the East, and had no idea
that, they were carrying the foundation of a great Empire,
I believe thas the Indies fell to the Englishman’s charac-
ter and not to farce. . There has also beens an element of
chance, or, as I prefer o call i, -providence. - Britaiw -

naivete?

There lies nowhers in the angouncement a hint
that India ig in any degree possessed of either the
right or the ability to make deeisions conceroing
her own fate. Rather she is like a child bafore its gradually built up in R SR d
parends asking for a dime to gv to the moviee, or Step by step British statesmen and their advisers' have- -
with forbidden jun on its lips: or, perhapein = realised that the presence in India of theit eountrymer
better analogy, a plaintiff before a jury—or is she- was nok an adventnre bat a mission, that they were not
considered & defendant at the ber>—without even x there to explait India for weaith, bub o hold it as o °
jury of her own lowly peers! This is thw apark eacred trust for & people who had fatlen on evil times and~
which is kindling India’s flame of resentment and iry that Great Britain was given the task of awimting: thens !

appeared on the scene when India was tori by civil wap;
and her own rolers incapable of restoring peacer ind-order. :;
Thes Great Britsin foand a clear field for the ' display of

- Britishcham“dthaptmenﬁs?‘tmin India has beer- -

h . PR

some quarters thrmtex}ingaboyeott of the commis- again to their feet: o E RN
slon. Once more India’s sek-esteenr has been shat- Locd Rovaldshay paid: a tribote to ths zesb and
terd on British arrogance. Wo predict that in the character of Loed Curzon-and said: thab thonglr he hag i -

futare as in the past Britain will get small satisfac.
fion from her policy of governing this proad people
in the manoer of condescension, not to my of insnlt.

Y_ot the problems of governmental reform+ in
Ind:ggn not merely technical ones of divisiom of

I responsibility, extension of the fran-
chise, collection, control, and expeaditnre of reven-
ue. They are, in their most troublesome aspe:is,
roote(_i deep in social and political anomalies. Until
the violent Hindu-Moalem hatred melts away, no

understood the desire of Indix to goverwr hermlf Lord
Carzon had thruss the implications asde- withr apogtolic
zenl a8 he did nob believe the time bad yet arrived. 2 v
“after Lord Curzon’s departare, however,” mid Lord
Bovaldshay, “the other idea came to the forer with fhe-.
Minto-Morley Act @ a firsk step and the Mowtdons.
Chelmsford measure of ten pears later. Grest Britmin = °
has made it clear to the world thas she has- secepted the -
respoadibility placed npon her shoulders of the
of a great people, The British Government is now
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taking a further step along this road and the fact that.
the step i8 two years in advance of what it need be
is evidence of the determination of the Government ot
to be backward in fulfilling its obligations to the people
of India.”

“Two courses had been open to the Government. It
oconld have appointed a committee of experts both Enro-
pean and Indian to frame a constitation to ft the
gituation a8 they found it. The other conrse was to
appoint a commission of M.P.’s with no past experience
of Indin who would go out to that country with fresh
and onprejudiced minds. In other words, a commission
\jvlaich would act a8 jury and report to Parliament as
judge.

“This has been the policy adopted and thongh we as
citizens have no direct responsibility for the Government’s
decigion yet we may accept moral responsibility for it,
gaid Lord Ronaldshay, “in the sure knowledge that it
has been an honest decision and that it is a public action
taken with single-minded and dis-interested motives
which will in history meet with ita just reward.”

* Lord Ronaldshay admitted that he recognised that
great disappointment would be created in India.
“Knowing the paychology of Hindus as I do I bave no
hesitation in saying that there will be one of the waves of
emotional nerve etrain which will aweep across India and
have its expression on the platform and in the press.
Racial animosity will be excited and impetus given to
those subterranean elements which wish to overthrow the
Administration by violence, I assume that the Govern-
ment, with all the most recent information before it
thought nevertheless the decision they had made conld
be made without undue risk and I believe they were
right. Nothing has distressed me more than to observe
that Indians of moderate views and of sound judgment
have declared their intention of boycotting the Com-
mission. From the bottom of my heart I do believe they
are making a profornd and irievous mistake and I pray
that they may panse before they take this line of action
which will inflict irreparable injory upon India. 1 be-
lieve that when the initial epasm of dizsappointment has

they will realise that the décision of the Govern-
ment has been an honest one and taken solely in India’s
interesta.”

The Story of My Experiments
| With Truth

[ By M. E. GANDEY]
Part IV, Chapter L

Love’s Lasour Lost

* Mr. Chamberlain had come to get & gift of 85 million
pounds from South Africa, and to win the hearta of
Englishmen and Boers, So he gave a ocold shoulder to
the Indian Deputation.

“Yon know,’ he said, ‘that the Imperial Government
has little control over self-governing Colonies. Your
grievances scem to be gennine. I shall try my best bat
you must try as best you can to placate the Europeans,
if yon will live in their midst.’ .

The reply cast s-ohill over members of the deputation.
1 waaalso disappointed and saw that it was an eye-opener
for us all and that we sbonld start with our work de novo.
1 explained the situation to my colleagnes.

In fact there was nothing wrong abont Mr. Chamber-
lain’s reply. It was well that he did not mince matters.

He bad brought home to us in a rather gentle way the -

rule of might being right, or the law of the sword.

But the sword we hed nome. We scarcely hed the
nerve, and the muscle even to receive sword-cnts.

My. Chamberlain had been given only & short time to
the sub-continent. If Shrinagar to Cape Comorin 18 1,900
miles, Durban to Capetown is nob less than 1,100 miles,
and Mr. Chamberlain had to cover the long distance
at hurricane- speed. From Natal he hastened o the

Y -

Transvaal. I had to prepare the case for the Indiaus
there too and submit it to him. But how was I to go to
Pretoria ? Oor people there were not in a position to
procure the necessary legal facilitiea for my going there
in time. The War bad redaced the Transvaal into
howling wilderness. There were neither provisions, nor
clothing available. Empty or closed shops were there
waiting to be replenished and opened, and that was a
matter of time. And even refugees could not be allowed
to retorn there until the shops were ready with provi.
sions. Every Transvasler had therefore to obtain a per-
mit. The Euoropean had no difficulty in getting it, bat
the Indian found it very hard,

A New DEPARTMENT

During the war many officera and soldiers had come to
South Africa from Indis and Ceglon, and it was consi-
dered to be the duty of the British authorities to provide
for such of them as decided to eettle there, They hed in
any event to appoint new officers and these experienced
men came quite handy. 71'he quick ingennity of some of
these created a new department. It showed their re-
sourcefulnesa. . There was a special department for the
Negroes. Why then should there not be one for the
Asiatics ? The argument seemed to be quite plansible.
When I reached there the new department had already’
been opened and it was gradaally spreading its tentacles.
The officers who irsned permita to the returaing refugeea:
may issue them to all, bat how conld they do 8o in res-
pect of the Asiatics withont the intervention of the new
department ? . And if the permits were to be issued on
recommendation of the new departroent, some of the res-
ponsibility and burden of the permit officers conld thus
be lessened. This was how they bad argned. The fact
however was that the new department wanted eome
apology for work and the men wanted money. 1f there
waa no work the department wonld be found unnecessary .
and be discontinued. So they found this work for them-
gelves. . : :

The Indisus had to apply to thin department, a reply”
would be vouchsafed many days eften  Apd-as tirerey
were many intending to retarn to the Transveal, there
grew up sn army of intermediaries or touts, and they
with the officers looted the poor Indians to the tune of
thonsande, I was told that mo permit could be had
without influence and in some cases one had to pay up to
a hundred pounds in spite of the influence that one conld

bring to bear. 'Thos there seered to be no way open to '
I went to my old friend, the Police Superintendent "

me.

of Dorban, and said to him: ‘Pleass introdnoe me to

the Permit Officer and help me to obtain a permit. You
know that | bave been a resident of the Tranevnal.'
Immediately he put on his coat, went out with me and

got me & permit. There was bardly an hour for my
train to atart. I had kept my luggage ready. 'I bhank_ed "

Superintendent Alexander and started for Pretoria.
MEMORIAL DRAFTED .

I now had a fair idea of the difficulties ahead. On
reaching Pretoria I drafted the memorial.! In Durban I
du not recollect the Indiaus having been asked to submit
in advance the names of their representatives, But
there was the new department here, and so' the Indians

-were asked to do 80. The Pretoria Indians had already

come to know that the officers wanted to exclude me,
Bot another chapter is necessary for ' this painful
though amusing incident: :

Chapter IL

AUTOCRATS FROM ASIA

The officern at the head of the new department were
at a loss to know how I had entered the Tranevaal,
They inquired of the Indians who used to go to them,.
but these could say nothing definite. The officers only
ventured a guess that I might have sncceeded in entering
withont a permit on the strengthof my old connections,
If that was the case, 1 was lisble to be arrested !

' LA 3 B !
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It is a general practice, on the termination of a big

war, to invest the Government of the day with spe(_:ial
powers for a time. ‘This waa the case in South Africa.
The Government had pased a Peace Preservation Ordi-
nance which provided that any one entering the Trans-
vaal without s permit was lisble to be arrested and
imprisoned. The question of arresting me under this
provision was mooted, but no one could summon courage
to ask me to produce my permit, .

The officers had of conrse sent telegrams to Durban

and when they found that I had entered with a permit -

they were dissappointed. But they were not the mer to
be ‘defeated by such disappointment. Though I had
succeeded in entering the Transvaal, they comld still
snccessfully prevent me from waiting on Mr. Chamberlain.

8o the community was asked to submit names of the
representatives who were to form the depatation. Colour
prejudice was of conrse in evidence everywhere in Sonth
Africa, but I was not prepared to find bere the dirt and
underhand dealing among officials that 1 was familiar
with in India. In Soath Africa the public departments
were maintained for the good of the people and were
reaponsible to pablic opivion. Hence officials in charge
had a sort of courtesy of manners and hnmility abont
them, and noloured people also got the bemefit of it more
or less. With the coming of the officers from Agia, came .
also its autocracy, and the habits that the auntocrats had
imbibed there. In South Africa there was a kind of
reaponsible Government or democracy, whereas the com-
modity imported from Asin was autocracy pure and
simple; for the Agiatica had no responsible Government,
there was a foreign power governing them. I[n South
Africa the Europeans were settled emigrants. They had
become Sonth African citizens and had control on the
departmental oflicers. But the antocrats from Asia pow
appeared on the scene, and the Indians in consequence
found themselves between the devil and the deep sea.

I had a fair taste of this antocracy. 1 wes first sam-
moned to see the chief of the department, an officer from
Ceyloh.”" Leit'] shionld appéar to exaggerate when I say”
that I was ‘snmmoned’ to see the chief, [ shall make my-
self clear. No written order had been sent to me. [ndian
leaders bad often to visit the Asiatic officers. Among
thess was the late Sheth Tyeb Huji Khan Mahomed.
The chief of the office asked him who I was and why
I had gone there. '

“He is onr adviser,” said Tyeb Sheth “and he has
come here at our regest.”

“Then what are we here for 7 Have we not been
appointed to protect you 7 What can Gandhi know of
the conditions here ? ** asked the autocrat.

Tyeb Sheth answered the charge somehow, “Of
course you are there. But Gandhi is our man. He
knows our language and nnderstands ns. Yom are after
gl officials.”

The Saheb ordered Tyeb Sheth to fetch me before him_.

I went to the Saheb in company with Tyeb Sheth and
others. No seats were offered, we all kept standing.

“What brings yon here " gaid the Saheb addres-
ging me. - ’ :

“I have come bere at the request of my Indian breth-.

ren to help them with my advice,” I replied. -
“Bat don't yon kuow that you have no right to come

here ? The permit you hold was given you by mistake, -

You cannot be regarded as a domiciled Indian. You
must go back. You shall not wait on Mr. Chamberlain,
It is for the protection of the Indiaps here that. the
Asiatic Departwent has specially been created. Well,
you may go.” With this he bade me goodbye giving me
no opportunity for a reply.

Buot he detained the other companions. He gave them
8 good scolding and advised them to send me back.

.They. retorned ofiagtined; 48 ws wete how bonfrorted
WiNk i Haetpactnd ol

Natal Licensing Boards

Appointments For The Current Year

His Excellency the Governor-General has appointed
the following a8 members of Natal Licensing Boards for
the period Dec. 1, 1927, to Nov. 80, 1928 :—

Alfred (Harding) : William Acthor Hatchinson and
John Edward Brown.

Bergville 7 Dr., G. B. Jones and G. H, H. Coventry.

Camperdown : Harry Baker and Waltee Robertson
Blackhurst.

Dandee : Cornelius . Martines Meyer and Ha
Angustus Greenhough. ‘ 2

Dorban: Alfred Platt and Arthur Ellis Mallinson, -

Entonjaneni (Melmoth) : Dr. James Petrie and Huogh
Thomas .James. ,

Eshowe : Casper Hendrik Baderhorat and William
Thomas Brockwell. ' _

Estcourt : Colonel David Watt Mackay, C.M.G., and
George Wemyss Armstrong. :

Helpmekaar ;: Jurie Johannes Kemp and Johannes
Reinrich Christoph Nusa, :

Impendhle : Charles Christopher Lewis and Thomas
Lewis Hill.
Inands (Verulam): Robert Jarold Harrison and
Oharles Rodi James. R
Ixnpo ; Alexander Henry Waiker anl William Xing
Anderson. '
Klip River (Kliprivier) (Ladysmith) :
Meyer and James Charles Henderson. . s
Kruntzkop : George Henry Fraser and Dr. Harry
Samauel Gordon. . '
. Liouns River (Howick): . James Morton and -Williany
Heury Satton. o ‘ -

Lower Tugela (Stanger) : Fredrick Matthew George
Wickelo Nichols and Alfred Townsend.--

Lower Umfolozi (Empageni) : Robert Henry Baines
and Ralph William Anderson.
ﬁmnzini : Percy Clifford Lilburn and George Harold

oor. .
Newcastle : Adam Johannes Potgieter and ' Angus
Hamiiton Clande Drammond, ’ : o
New Hanover : Riby Willism Smith and Charles
Carter Comins, oo ‘ .
Ngotshe (Lonwsberg) : Jan Theodoras Jansen van
Rensbarg and Jacobus Johannes Wessals, .
Nkaudhla : Elisa Titlestad and William Cecil Piteairn,
Nongnma : Dr. Frederick Wilfred Waltere and Ben-
jamin Henry Bond. .
Pavlpietersburg : Bernard Johannes Frederick Meyer-
and Maritz Liebenberg. ' - ST
Marifzborg : Adrian Johannes Stephanus Maritz and
Chase Albert Carbutt Edmonds. LT,

Pinetown :. ‘Percy Hannibuld Tomlinson and Cecil
Burges Margetts, o
_ Polela (Balwer) :' Lawrence Cuthbert French and
Walter Little, o b

Port Shepstone :
Alfred Eyles, C o e
Richmond : William Comrie and Ethelbert James Bligh
Hosking. ‘ : '

Umvoti (Greytown) : William John: Sawden New+
march and Heinrich Jacobus Torlage. '

Umzinto : Robert George Archibald and Norris Lewis
Davey.

Utrecht: Dr. Frederick Langley Anbert Gace ;nd
Johu Jesaya Potgieter. )

Viyheid ; Frederick Volker and A, J. Netter: a
giieonen | Phillip duovbus vau Bovyed e Hetity
!

Philip Jacobaa

. -
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Alfred Harry Garnet Blamey and
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