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REPARATIONS are being made for the Eighth

Sesgion of the South African Indian Congress

which is to be bald on the l1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
of Jannary 1928 at Kimberley, The Indian Politi-
cal Association of Kimberley-will act as the Recep-
tion Committeo of which Mr. Amod Mahomed

will ba the Chairman. The Secretaries of the various -

Branches are requested to communicate with Mr,
T. V. R. Pillay, the Secretary at Box 417, as to the
names and number of delegates attending the Con-
ference from their respective centres on or before
December 20 in order to facilitate the arrangenments
for their accommodation.

The M. K. Gandhi Library eatablished by the late
Mr. Parsee Rustomjee in Duarban for the use of the
public is gaining popularity, Hardly any visitor to
Duarban fails to pay & visit to that memorable and
useful place and improvements are gradoally being
made by the enthusiastic secretary Mr. B. M. Patel
to suit the requirements of the public.. An appeal
has now been made by the secretary for more liberal
use of that inetruetive institution and one of the
Jatest improvements ia that a table has been set apart
for the use of stndents and many instructive and
illostrated papers and books are kept for them.
Parents are requaested to send their children to make
full use of this section. :

A grand bazaar and fete will be held on Dingaan’s
Day, Friday 16th December 1927 in the Inchcape
Hall, Eloff Sireet, Johannesburg, beginning at

10 am. Miss Charoletts Albu daughter of Sir ..

George and Lady Albu has promised to perform the
opening ceremony. The object for which this will
be held is to provide a Hospital for Indian women
and children. The need for one in Johannesburg
is very very great. It will be more a Cottage
Hospital like St. Aidan’s Indian Hospital in Darban.
The Hospital will be run by the English Charch in
the Transvaal, but it will be open to all sections of
the Indian community. Negotiations are being
carried on by the Lord Bishop of Johannesburg with
the great 8.P.G. Society in London for the sapplying
of Enropean nurses. The Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney

i# doing everything possible to make the bazaar a -

ruccess. On Sunday 4th Dec. 1927 at 9 p.m, in the
Inchcape Hall there will be a sacred concert in aid

of the same purpose. Tickets 1/-, Childrn 6d. Cen-:

tributions can be sent to Mrs. Trembath, Treasurer,

cfo the Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney, 18 Moseley
Street, Doornfontein.

H. D, Damesa European post Commander at Som-
ka_le Police Station on being found gmilty of a
criminal offence against a Native girl was recently
gentenced by the Supreme Court to nine months’
imprisonment with hard labour, Addressing the
pn:?nner, the Judge-President said :

Dames, you have been found guilty by the jory
of an offence which you must recognise is a very
serious one on the part of a police officer, espeoially

in the circamstances in which you were placed in
this outlying station of Somkele, I have every.
desire to deal with you as leniently as I can,and I
take into account that you have been apparently in
cugtody for three months. But, having regard:to
the gravity of the offence, especially when. committ-
ed by a police officer, T cannot find it consistent with
my duty to sentence you to less than nine months’
imprisonment with hard labonr, which with:your
three months’ incarceration awaiting trial, will: make
it not less than 12 months in all."’ o

TRANSVAAL MUDDLE AGAIN

OW the present officials of the Trans- |
vaal British Indian Association are
carrying on their work is indeed a

mistery to us. Since our last article on the
subject the situation cannot be said to have
improved much: .The Secretaries who
proffess to act strictly ‘constitutionally.
have thrown into the waste paper basket
the requisition signed by over seven hundred
members of the Association calling upon
them to convene a special general meeting.
This requisition was, signed in accordance

‘with section 27 of the constitution. which

reads as follows :— . :
Upon receipt: by ' the Honourary Secretaries

of a requigition, signed by mnot less than two
hundred members of the Association, requesting
him to convene a Special General Meeting of
the Association for the purpose set out in the
said requisition, he shall, within one week there-
after, publish a notice that a Special Meeting of

. members of the Aseociation :will be held,.and

getting forth the time, date and place and pur-
pose for which sauch meeting shall be held not
later than one month after-the publication of
such notice as aforesaid, save in the arcumslances
sel forth in Ariticls 26 hereof.

Italics are ours. 'The above section
clearly lays down the duty of the secretaries
and if, perhaps, the secretaries, in the pre-
sent instance, have tried to.take advantage
of the words we have italicised, even then
their action is .not correct for those words .
only mean that if the circumstances are as
set forth in Ariticle 26 such meeting may be
delayed more than a month. But what the
Secretaries did was to place the matter before
a Committee meeting which was attended
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only by a few, those who' had sigried the
requisition thoosing. wisely o¢ uynwisely, tq
remain out; and such Commiree .memhers
as -were, ‘evidently, the supporters of the
Secretaries decided to reject the requisition.

Now,/in the first place the Secretaries
had ne o\ te place the matter before the
Cominittee fo¥ fursher instruction. ~And
secondly”-a“Committee appointed by 1ihe
members of the Association to carry oa
the work in their interests had no authaority
to reject the wishes of the members. In this
present . justange not: only the action of the
Secretaries it liably to be censured but also
that of the members of the Cammittee who
autherised them ta act likewise.

Agaiit when an exceptional case happens
sugh. as the resignation of the Chaitman it is
‘nat' gonipetent: under any: constitution for a
Comittee ‘to accept his resignation and
carry on their work. They may do so
temporarily but it ‘would be their duty to
place .thé matter‘al the tarlfest oppartunity
before _geueral meeting of the members
which ige‘ have also failed to do..”

It is 'further reported that the Committee
has suspepded Mr’ N. R, Patel, one of the
vicé-thairmen of the Association wha agreed
to 'act according to the wishes of the signa-
t?’rieﬁ 1o .;Jtl}‘e' requisition and took the task
o

éQvetiing
Patel"the' "Commilitee ' have, evidently,
acted in terms of sectionl 14 of the ‘Constitu-
tion fwhich reads as follows ="

T LB emiber ‘of the Qommittes or Honorary

i Officer 'shalY ‘be suspended save by order of the

chairman of 3 meeting of the Commiitiee or

- discharged; from. membership of the Committee

« op ‘officesave by resolution of a special general

" heetlbg colled for that purpose and of which at

“Jeagt one, months’ previeas notice shall have

_-hean given. {o ,all: members. of the Assocjation

| either by adwertisament or otharwise,”

If the “Cémmittee has’ acted in terms of
the, above. section it. dogs.not by any. means
redound: to:their-credit; although, of course,
it is"quité consiStent for an autocrotic Com-
mitsee.to desire to discard one who is-not in
agreement with them,. M. N, R. Patel,
hoy.r,e:\,r‘er‘,._};;yJ “Vil:l;lj‘e‘ gi: the above section, still
remains, a: vice-chairman and. a member of
the Committee With full liberty to act in his

[ERR . L .
capacity as Such until a general meeting
of members discharges him.

Acts such as these only prove the in-
singerity -of the present officials and their
co-workers. who do uot, or will nat, see the

Vit

own shoulders. In suspending Mr. N.R.

larger issue which is at stake but are more
concerned about their own little prestige.
They do not, however, seem 10 know that
they are thereby only rendering their posi-
tion from bad to worse. '

Some of their supporters are now trying
to make people believe that most of the
signatures on the requisition were not genu-
ine but were either faked or given without
knewing the facts. The truth about that
the signatories themselves can only tell and
we hope they will do so at the meeting the
have convened. If on the other hand if the |
majority of our friends in the Transvaal are
of the same mentality as the present officials
then -it is a sorry day for the Transvaal
Indians is all that we can say and there
remains nothing further to be said or done,
But if that is not the case, and we fully be-
lieve it is- not the case, and ifthe officials and
their ' supporters insist on not mending their
ways then their remain only two things to
do. One is for those that do not attend
Committee meetings 1o do sa and to turn
down by their majority every wrong action
and the other is the step they have already
taken of calling a special general meeting of
meinbers and to elect new officials. If
they have the. majority with shem they are
sure to succeed either way.

i .

ommission On Indian Edu-
cation o

" The following Notice appears in the Natal

Provincial Gazelte dated 17th. Novemben 1927 :—
Tt is hereby notified for general information that

a Committes has been appointed to enquire into

and report upon the question of education of

Indisn obildren of both sexes, both generally and

with particalar reference to the undermentioned'

aspects, so far-as the subject lies within tHe scope
of the Natal Provincial Administration : :

The existing facilities as a whole in town and
country areas;, ) ‘

The gonditions of service of Indisn teachers jn
@overnment and Government-Aided 8chools;

. including salary, promotion, discipline and
- .pension; :

The present system of Provincial grants-in-aid
and any changes which may be considered ‘
to be necessary; o

The financial basis of Iedian education, having
regard to the resources of the Province, the
varions demands upon them, and the adequacy
or otherwise of the existing Upion. Gavernr
ment subgidies in so for ag they affect Indian.
education,

The Committee will consist of the Chairman

df the Executive Jommiittes, together with Messrs.
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Jobw Aungustine Lidgett and Frank Horaea Acutt
members of the Natal Provincial Council.

L4

The sitting of the Commission is expected to
take place early m the pew yeas A gul-committed
of the Natal Indian Congress ig sitting daily in
Durban collecting fignres and faéts for submission
to the Commissicn. .

'Plans For Proposed High
School and Training College

Pians and epecifications for the Indiaw- High 8choot
and Training College to be built on the stz that was
formerly known ss Currie’s Fountain are well-inr band.
one main bailding wilt be composed of eight class rooms,
The main ssembly hal’, a libmary, a laboratory, ete
Thare witl atso be a hostel providing sccommodation for
about, fifty bays. Resident Principals quirters will also
be buils separately. It i8 expected that these baildings
will veat in a Trust composed of the trastees who
 probably wili be, a pomines of the anbgeribers, the Agent-

of the Govrnment of Tudia and the Administrator or
the Superinetendent of Education. An’ Advisory Com-
mitte may also be appointed from the subecribers.

Phe larpe sum coflected reflects to the credit of the

Indisn community which with the exception of a few
rich merchants aod Farmers & comparatively a poor and .

working clase community. This effort of the community
ia taken by all those that kuow snything of the Indian
problem stick as the Rev. O, F. Yndrews as an eatnest
gesture and the will to work the Capetown Agreement.

Thoughts en the Present
Discontent in ladian Community
(BY M. D. BARMANIA)

A writer in an Enpglish contemporary of yoms
recgntly wrote : “Lpoking rouad me ¥ cant help
but be struck by the appallivg amount of humbng
that exists in modern life—wherever.ane fnrns one
encounters blathers and dithers abeut nothing at all.”

When I purvey the present candition of oar poli-
tics iy thig conptry, and the wery unfortunate .con-
troversy carried on at the present moment by some
persons about the South  Afriean Indian Congzress
and the Capetpwn Agreement, I find that every
word of the above quofation appliés entirely to that
clase of ungenerons persons who while they thém-
selves: are incapable of achieving anything resent the
acliisvemants of others. T

This painfod eontroversy has been carried on with
6o much gusta and bifterness, that some of our
journaligts finding it 8 source of profils have lent
their aid tp it. It ia being exploited so: much that it
is pow impossible to read some of our week-end
newspapers without discosering that some ona has
been pouring out himself of a good deal of abnse
abont the Cangress or the Agreement, pr both, and
the perspna connected with them. ‘

Our Editors and Leaders who claim themselves tn
be the sincere well-wishers of the community and
the “Intelligentsia” of the nation capnot restzain.
thémselves but call to their aid all the vocabulary of
Billingsgata and the lingo of bitter invectives, blow-
ing froth while rolling in their arm chairs in the
Editorial Office. The whole thing is pitiable; and
God help thoee self-complacents.” =~ °

Almost everyday, wherever you g0, you come
across samebody indulging i @ few cheap sneers
about the Congress or the Agreement.” Furious
letters appear in' the press, from people whg think
that anyhady who ean sea-any good in' the Congress
or t-he Agreemment 3 unpatriotie—a traitor and &

TFhe Capetown Agreement is decried on all sides
by people who are devoid of all political knowledge
and insight, and whose services.to 1
may be summed up in one big Nil: yet at the

present moment they claim all knowledge of politics .

and patriotism as their particalar monopoly.
beauty of the whole thing is that they have not

produced an alternative of rivalling scheme. The '

reason is not far to seek: simply because they cannot.

The -

e community

Phere is a big tallkt of a Federation _izst ‘now,
Federation forsooth. Of what and whoil{ 7 Will
anybody ask him who talks muach of Federation;

and pray what is Federation ? I am almost sure,
half of them never understood the word, end of the
other half very few will be found capable of defining
the term. : :

-

What 3 grand scheme these Federationiats have °
put forward : the wrecking of the Congress and the |

Agreement. Have they ever realised that this their
Himalyan folly mean» the speedy transportation of

the entire Indian community across the Indian =

Ocean more speedier than any pro-repatriation had
ever foreseen in his wildest dreams ? ™~ ' L
Iam all for healthy constructive ‘¢riticism, bat

the way to criticise is to wake up a sharp aud Iatent

criticiam, and not to heap ghuses bn one’s political
opponents in season and out of geason; and this ig a
pastime which if indulged in too long blupts all

conecience and deadens the sensitive feelings.' J .-

would rather welcome criticism and gncoarage “it,.

-

. but the whole business a3 carried pn now by the..

opponents of the Congress is sp lacking in bzmeur

" that it almost reduces one to tears.

. . We want to-day more frankness and hopesty and
. less hypocracy. This age, we live in, is callpd the
", age of folly, but to my mind it is a very wise agp. -
' Baut it i8 our misfortane thap there arp too many .

amateurs—people with superficial and. dangerous

knowledge, who rush te the press often mare tg

gratify their own vanity—to see their names 3t tha

s

end of articles made up of hnmbngs and naopsensp, -

-——than from any sense of responsibility and a desirp

. to advance the interests pf humanity a4 larga. .

Sach aninspired work'and complacency is dangerayy
to the community gnd spells its ruin-. | We bave had
enough of all thege; and must "declare 3 Wuce. nay
for at least five years. let ns consign to the limbg

of oblivion all futile argumenta and unprofitable .

guarrels engendered by mutual

jealousies. and get.
down to brass tacks, g Ce

o

Hotel Emplﬁye@'é’ '-CQI_Ifel_'é'_ﬂﬂlC?[ .'

As a result of the recent tour of Messts H. C. Pillay
President and Samue) J. Joseph Secretary of the .Purbad
Hotel Employe’s Uniop, & Conference of the Natal Hotel

Em
Sunday the 37th November. 1927 at 108m

The following delegates were present =—Memrs. C. M.

Pillay, C. S. George, Thomas Gabriel, K. N. Peter;

loyes was held at the Parsee Rustpmjee Hall om -

M. Chipnaswami, . C. Pillay and Samuel J. Joeeph,

Darban; D. Anthony, 8. Francis, Arthnr Poonusamy

and Bigram Poodhgs, Pietermaritzbnrgs M. Khan' and -

8. E. David, Ladysmith; €. R. Naidoo, Newcastle;
D. G. Persadh, Pott Shepetone; Sing and M. P. Naidoo,

Isipingo. Letters of apologies were received from -

Umkomaas, Umzinte, Dondee, Vryheid and' .other
branches who were: not able to sends their delegates. . !

Amoogst the speakers wee Messra. V. Q. G Pather, .

A.L Kajee 2nd P. R. Pather officials of the Soath

African Indisn Congress aud alse. Mo Ernest Gitsham;, -

B.A., (the agthor of the First Account af the Kaboar
Organisation in Sonth Africa.) ' S
The cbairman Mr. F. C. Pilay, Presideot of

tha

Darban Hotel Emplopes® Unioni i welcoming the dele~.-

gates to the Conference said, thiy Conferenre is 8 unigna
episode in the anpals of the Indians ‘of South Africa,.

With the innumerable political grievances that our commu-

nity bhs been pesterad with, it must be admitted that the
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work of organising our fabouring class has been neglected.

We have met herp this morgning for the put:%oee of
forming a Natal Union of the Hotel Ewployes. It is
needless for me to emphasize on you all the benefits and
strength which could be derived from forming such a
Union,

Iam h?ppy_and proud to say that the Durban Hotel
Employes’ Union which has been instrumental iu con-
vening this gonfgrenoe hes been a anccess. This success
has beeh an inapiration to us, who have the bonour to
be ite officias fo take time by the forelock and ask you
to assemble here this morning to form a Natal Union.
Certain evils are & blessing in disguise and as far as we
are concerned I think the Liquor Bill is of such a nature.
It has awaken} us from onr le .

As regards this proposed Liquor Bill, it is admitted on
all hands that Section 104 thereof, which aims at the
removal and closing of the avenmes of employment in
the Liquor and its allied trade to Indians and Natives
on the ground of race only, is unfair und iniquitons, in
fact ‘we gubmit that it is 8 breach of the Capetown
Agreement arrived at between the Governments of India
and the Union of Sonth Africa. Actions of protest have
been taken both by the Government of India and the
South African Indian Congres,

Resolutions

The following resolutione were —
1. “That this Conference of the Hotel Employes of
Natal called under the anspices of the Durban Hotel
Employes’ Union hereby resolves to form a8 Natal Hotel
Employes’ Union for the purpose of bettering the posi-
tion of the Botel Employes thronghout Natal on trade
union lines.”

2. “That the following branches : Durban, P.M. Burg,
Ladysmith, Dundee, Newcastle, Vryheid, Isipingo,
Umkomans and Port Shepstone are hereby accepted as
Branch Unions of the Natal Hotel Employes’ Union.”

8. “Tnat this Conference of Hotel Employes of Natal
hereby adopts the draft constitution as read, subject to

revision by the Execotive, as the Constitution of the -

Natal Hotel Employes® Union formed by this Conference.”

4, “That Mr. F. O, Pillay be, and is hereby appointed
an the first President of the Natal Hotel Employes’
Union,” -

5. “That the President, Secretary and a representative
of Pietermaritzburg Branch be appointed a8 a sub-com-
mittee to draft the Standing Orders which shall be snb-
mitted after circulating to the Branches, to the next Con-
ference for confirmation,” -

6. “That this Conference of the Hotel Employes of
_ Natal offers its gratefol thanks to the officials and
members of the Durban Hotel Employes’ Union for
convening thig Conference and making all arrangements
in connection therewith.” :

7. “That this Conference of the Hotel Employes of
Natal hereby records its sincere thanks to the Chairmaa
Mr. F. C. Pillay and the Secretary Mr. Samnel J.
Joseph for their assistance and help rendered in making
thie Conference a sucocess.”

8. “That this Conference of Hotel Employes of Natal
hereby records ita appreciation to the Rt. Hon. V. S.
Srinivasa Sastri, P.0. for his untiring labours on hehalf
of the Indian commurity of South Africa.”

-9, “That this Conference of Natal Hotel Employes

expresses its thanks to the Parsee Rustomjee Hall Com-
mittee for placing the Hall at its disposal for holding
the Conference,”

10. “That this Conference of Natal Hotel Employes
held under the auspices of the Durban Hotel Empioyes’
Union extends ita thanks to the South African Indian
Congress for their assistance and co-operation.”

11. *““That this Conference of the Natal Hotel Em-
ployes’ Union held under the anapices of the Durban
Hotel Employes’ Union hereby extends its thanks to
Mr. Ernest (titeham, B.A., for his assistance.

Election of Officials
The following officials were elected : Mr. F. C. Pillay

(Durban) President, Mr, Arthar Poonsamy (P. M, Burg, .

Vice-President), Mr. Samuel J. Joseph (Durban), Hen.
Gen. Secretary, Mr. K. N, Peter (Duorban,) Hon. Gen.
Treasurer.—Contribated,

Royal Commission On Indian

Reforms

Personnel As Nominated By The
Government Approved

A Reuter's message from London states :—The
House of Commong unanimously approved of the
appeintment of the Indian Statutory Commission as
nominated by the Government. The Indian Revenue
will bear the cost of the commission, but His
Majeety’s Government will contribute £20,000. Mr.
Stanley Baldwin declared that the commission was
the most effective rcheme for a constitutional settle-

ment for the future of India, and the Government

desired the opinions of every man.’ The Premier
added that goodwill should be given the fullest
weight by the commission. :

Parliamentary Labour Party’s Suggestion

Another message states :—Before the debate in the
House of Lords on the Indian Commission a meeting
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, over which Ar,
Ramsay Macdonald presided, a resolution regretting
that the (Government had not secnred the co-opera-
tion of representatives of the Indian people before
making the original proposals, and expressing the

opinion that the primary dnty of the commission -

should be from time to time- to consult on equal
terms with a commission appointed by the Indian
Legislature. The two commissions shonld take evi-
dence jointly as well as separately, and the reports
of commissions should be presented to a joint com-
mittee of the two Hounses of Parliament. \

Appointment Approved By The Lords

A mesgage from London dated Nov, 24 states :—
The House of Lords has adopted, without opposi-

tion, & resonlution in favour of the appointment of
the Indian Inquiry Commission as nominated by

the Government.

" Mr. Sastri Welcomed At Port | -.

Elizabeth

Meeting With The Local Bodies

The Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, P.C., Agent
of the éovernmant of India in the Union
of South Africa, accompanied bv his staff
Mr. J. D. Tyson and Mr. K. Rao, arrived
in Port Elizabeth on the morning of November
22 from Forr Hare, and received a very cordial

welcome from a large number of local Indians. -

Amongst those present were Messrs. H. E. Haffejee
{Chairman of the Cape British Indian Council),
Cader Beg (Secretary), K. N.. Bhagat (Treasurer),

R. 8. Pillay, V. V. Devan, Reddy Bros.,, V. 8.
Pillay, V. A. Naidoo, 8. R. Naidoo, V. M. Moodley

and many other Indian residents of the city. On
alighting from his saloon, the distinguished visitor

was presented with a beautiful bouquet by Miss’
exchanged, Mr. Sastri.

Naidoo. ‘ !
After greetings had been
was conveyed by a motor car to the vesidence of

Mr. V. A, Naidoo, in Walmer Road, and had .

breakfast with the members of the Council. Duaring
the morning he interviewed the Deputy Moyor
My, JamesScott, in the absence from the ecity of
the Mayor Mr. A. H. Brookes, and matters of
municipal interest were discussed. The chief

point that waa raised was regarding public opinion -

concerning Indians in Port Elizabeth, and Mr.
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Sastri was informed that there was no feeling
against Indians here. ] .

Mr. Sastri then met the Education Committee
of the School Board, and discussed generally with
the Committee the educational facilities open to
the Indian community in Port Elizabeth and the
Province penerally, with particular referemnce to
the position of prviding facilities for technical
education.

The distinguished visitor afterwards proceeded
to the Paterson Street Secondary School, and
closely inspected it, and was subsequently the
guest of the Municipality at the Humewood Hotel,
the proceedings being private.

Afternoon’s Reception

In the afternoon, Mr. Sastri was accorded a re- 7
ception at the hruse of Mr. Devan in Chapel -

Street. The proceedings were purely informal,
and Mr. 8Sastri chatted freely with the other guests
among whom were Messrs. W. Lawson Brown,
Womersley, 8. lllingworth, E. J. Sawyer, Bishop
Walker, D. Reid, Fuller, Hemming, 'Edyvard,
Anderson, R. 3. Pillay, R. 5. Pillay, junr,
C. Appavoo, V. A. Naidoo, Kader Beg (secretary),
Heffajee, 8. Allie, H. H. Joage, Yakoob Salleh,
Hyder Khan, M. E. Bhettay, Omar Khan, Allie
Hassin, A. E. S8am and Peter O’ Brien.

During tea Mr. Sawyer, in welcoming Mzr. Sastri,
said that at an informal fanction of this nature
there was not the necessity, neither was it the
occasion when lengthy speeches should be made.
He had, however, been requested by their host of
the afternoon Mr. V. V. Devan, a director of
Messrs. Teikamdas Bros., the leading Indlan mer-
chants of this city, to -extend to .their illustrious
guest, the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, P.C., a very
cordial and hearty welcome to this house. There
they met some of the leading citizens of Port
Elizabeth; gentlemen who were actively interested
in the Indian question as it affected the Union,
and who had the welfare of his compatriots at
heart. Had Mr. Teikamdas, Mr. Devan’s co-direc-
tor, been in South Africa, it would also, he was
sure, have afforded him great pleasure to meet
their distinguished visitor that afternoon. .

In asking Mr. Sastri to accept this welcome, he
did so with particular personal pleasure, as twenty-
two years of his life were spent in India. He
loved India and its peoples, and still continued and
always would take a great interest in them. It
might interest Mr. Sastri to learn that within the
walls of this house have been entertained at different
times, a aumber of Indian notabilities, Mrs. Saro-
]Aulnlx Naidu, Sir Dfava. Prasad,thand the Hon. Rasul

i Khan, not forgetting that t Earo
leader of the Indian community,grtelfe Rev. pﬁ:
Andrews. And now this house was honoured by
M. Sastri’s presence, and speaking on behalf of
their host, ke hoped that he would carry away
pleasant recollections of his short visit here, and
trusted. that at some future occasion the honour .
may be repeated. :

Bpeaking as a European, he could assure him
that tiiey believed tiat his presence in this coun-
try would greatly help to smooth over many of the
racial difficulties which so often arise in a coun
as cosmopolitan as this one, and trusted that bis
good services would bring to those people who,
although resident in South Africa, always claim
the Great Indian Empire as their spiritnal home,
a time of peace and prosperity.

Mr. R. S. Pillay, on behalf of the Siva Subra-
mania Aulyum, &lto welcomed Mr. Sastri and

expressed thy hope that he would i
Risds 'J;'ump?lw alley Host with bl wu:}a;:uu:
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Mr. Saatri did not reply, and simply stated that
the word “grace” was not the most. suitable word
to use. He would approach the Temple in a spirit
of piety, and promised, if he could spare the
time, to pay the Temple a visit to-day,

There was a very large gathering in the Feather
Market in the evening, when Mr. Sastri gave an
address on Indian questions which we hope to
publish in our next issue. ~ ?

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[Br M. K. GanpHI]

Part III. Chapter XX,

TRIALS OF THIRD CLASS TRAVELLING

The journey was from Caleutta to Rajkot, and
I wanted to halt at Benares, Agra, Jaypur and Palan-
pur enroule, 1 had not the time to see any more
places than these. I stayed a day at each one of
these places, and in dharmashalas or with Pandas
like the ordinary pilgrims, excepting at Palanpur.
So. far a8 I can remember 1 did not spend more
than Ra, 31 (including the train fare) on this journey.

In travelling third class I mostly preferred the
ordinary to the mail trains as I knew that the latter
used to be crowded, and there was of course the
objection of the fare being higher for third class by
mail.

The third eclass compartments were as dirty and
the closet arrangements were as bad as. to-day,
though there might be a little improvement now.
But the difference between the fancilities provided
for the first and the third classes is ount of all pro-
portion to that between the fares for the two classes.
Third class paasengers are treated like sheep and
their comforts are sheep’s comforts. In Europe I
travelled third—and only once first, just to see what
it was like—but there I noticed no such difference
between the first and the third classes. In Somth
Africa third class passengers are mostly negroes, yet
the third class comforts are better than here. In
parta of Sonth Africa third class compartments are
provided with sleeping aceommodation, and ¢nshion-
ed seats, The accommodation is also regulated, so -
as to prevent overcrowding whereas here I have
found the regmlation limit mostly exceeded.

The indifference of the railway authorities to the
comforts of the third class passengers, combined
with the dirty and inconsiderate habits of the
passengers themselves, makes third class travelling
a trial for a passenger with cleanly habits. These
uncieanly habits commonly include spitting and
throwing of rubbish in the compartment, smoking
at all hours and in all places, betel and tobaceo
chewing and converting the whole carriage into a
spittoon, shouting and yelling, and using foul lang-
uage, regardless of the convenience or comfort of -
fellow passengers. I have noticed little difference
between my experience of the third class travelling
in 1902 and that of my unbroken third class tours
from 1915 to 1919. I can think of only one remedy
for this awful state of things, and it is this that edu-
cated men should make a point of travelling third
class and reforming the habits of the people, as'also -
of never letting the railway authorities rest in peace
by complaints wherever necessary, never regorting
to bribes or any unlawfnl means for the eake of their
own comforts, and never putting up with infringe-
ments of rules on the part of any one concerned.

This, I am sure, will bring about considerable
improvement. My gerions illness in 1918-9 has
unfortunately compelled me practically to give up
third olass travelling, snd it has am:r been 8 -
wakiey tov pelp and shomw fa e diperinlly Beeans

<



324 .

DAL

INDIAN

OPINION December 2nd; 1927

the :'hsqbllity should have come af a time when the
agitation for the' rémoval bf the harhships of third
clasd Passonuets wad ma]nng fair headvwby., The
hardshipé of poot failwiy snd sleamship pasgengers,
acébhtdatéd by thdir bad habits, the undue facilities
allowed by Go#ei-nmerﬂ: to fdrelgn trade, aud such
otfie¥ thingd midkie afi itrpsitint snbjac't by itself
wothy ‘% bd titked up by one or 1o enterprising
att.ld pal'savdribg Workert Qbvoting their fal) time to
‘l n

But I 9Nl leave the third class passengers at that
and come to my experiences in Benares, 1 reached
there in the morning. I bad decided to put ap with
a Pdnds; “ Numerdds Brahimins #urfounded me, ds
goon a8 I got out of thé traijr, A6d I selected the
honse of vne of thérn who etrick me to be compa-
ratively cleailer dnd hetter than the rest. It proved
to be a good choice. There was a cow in the coart-
yard of the hbue which had a storey where I was
given my lodging. I did not want to have any food
without -¥btutibh in 'thé Gdngés iv the propor ortho-
dot mander; The fahdz mada preparations for it.
I had told him beforehand that om no adeotnt wounld
1 give him more thah a ropeo and foar anfial ag
dakskinaa, dnd that he should thdrefore Have that in
view in Tnalting the prupuraﬁdns

The -Ponia readily mesented, * Be the pllpgtio Hich
or poor,’ said he, ‘ihe bervice is the semd in every
case; - But 4he amonrt of dakshing we vdesive de-
pendk tpon the will and ‘the bility of the pilgrim.’
I did net find that ‘the Fanda it all abridged thi
usual’ formelities in my ciase. The Poja was dvér
at tweolve o'clock and I weht to the Kashi Viavandth
temple for darshan.
paw thers: When pracbining a8 ¢ barrister in Boni-
'bay An. 189%; I had oceasion to attend & leotura on
‘Pilgrimage to Kashi’ in the Prafthana Sarm] halis I

. was therefore ptepared for somé measnib of dis:

appointment. But my actnal disappointmeht was
greater than I had bargained for

The approach Waé through a narrow and slippeary
land. Quiet thbre wesnone, The swarming flies and
the noise made by the shopkeepers and the pil-
grims were gimmply in«afferabls,

Whera vnie expucted ahr atmosphere of metlitation
and prayer, this was conspicuous by its abdrnce: If ond
wanted to meditate, one must fall back on odedell: 1
did observe -deveut sister; twho sdvbre absorbkd in
meditation, entirely mneonscions qf thd entirbh-
ment.. Bnt for this the nuthorities of thd temple
conld scarcely .clhhim any eréditt The anthorities
ghould be rpsponsible for creatinig and muintaining
about the temple a pure, sweet; and seréhd atmod-
phere, ‘physical as well as nioral. Instead of this I
gaw..n bazaar where cunnipg shopkeepers were Rell
ing swgeis and toya of the ]atgst fashion, ‘

When: I reache _the temple, I wus greeted at the
entrance hy a stinking mass of rotten finwars. . The
inside: was. paver] wn.p fine marble; which was how-
avey br;ok@n ,hy some devpteq innacent pf aest atic
1astp who bad get rapees in,it. And the rnpees serviul
a8 an_excellent yaceptycle for dict,

1. wenk, pear. fhe Jnana-vapl (the woll of know-
ledge).., I .had: eearghed .here, for God but failed to
find, }m I was_ not therefore in 8 pacticularly
200 J;emper. v The nnrrqqmlmga of the Jnanasvayi

% fquud tq.be filthy. , 1 had no,ming to gffer gny

dargluna,, 1 therefore offered a pie. The {snda,in
chagge. €0}, Enm and, threw gway_ the pla.. He
stared, af. m and gaid, 'This ipsnlt wil} take yon
Btr":\ﬁ t ( Asly u Losia

evemztw’ 3% in stara for, ma, it.Aoeg pot bebaye onp
of your.clags to indplra in sgoh language. .. Yoy may
take thig.pio i lf vmhke L yon ]l Joss thas teo.".

' Qg .aWaY.. Do :ﬂp ied on’t, garg for your
pre—wAnsl rtg'er&'to 3'61 8.£grther, vozilas;qgl abyse,
" Q; ent My Way attarng myr

pel E‘&h M B ine aﬁ‘a I had saved

TR

1 was deeply pained by what I -

Jddndly give db yout in rHFetallorI p Wlh mﬂ
a

pot Partm' me,,, Mabarai, .md I. What- .

it. Bunt the Maharaj wis harilly the ntat to let the
pie go. He called me back and sid, ' Al) right
leave the pw here. I would rathe: ot by an you
are, IF I refuse your 1;:9. it wi i1 be bad for you.'

1 mlenﬂy gave him the pie and went away witha
sigh.

1 have sincé boéii to Kashi Vishvanath twics, bat
that wds after I had alieady beéen afflicted with the
titld Mahatma, afid experiénce, sdch ds 1 defailed
ahove, had become impossible, People ehgal- 1o
havs iy Haréhdit Woiild not pPefinit ine
havé 4 darshiafi of thée teinple. T}l:e Woey of Ma- -
bhatmés 213 knoWH to Mdhatmis alons, Uthérwida
the filth axd the Ho'se Wera the étina ik befurb,

1f any one doubts the mierey of Gobt, Lot Lilitt kavé
a look at these sacred placth. How much hypocriay
and irreligion does 'tge Prince of Yogis suffer to be
perpétrated i His Hol¥ nfimé? HE shibtinedd
long aga that, ““Whatevér a thafl #8s, that Bhall hé
reap;”

The law of Katmbk is invkorabls and impossibls
of evastoh. Thove is thud hardly any nesd for God
to interfore. He laill down the law dnd retited; a8
it were.

After this visit to the ternpld; I waited bpon Mrin
Beadnt, 1 knew that abib had jdsét recovered from
illness, 1 gent in fny name. She cam 8t oncey Ad
I wmhed only to gee her;I gaid, ‘] am awars that
you are in a delicate health, I puly wanted to have a
look at yow: Iam thankful that yon have been
good enough to see me in apits of your }nd;&erent
health., 1 will not detain gou any longer.

So saying tpok leave of her.

Why 1 am a Hindu

We tbprotues the folloteiny 8Fticls by Milabihd
GandHi nnder thd above headibi froii his Young

. Indfa dated October 20 ¢

An Ainerican frishd who subserilyes herself as 4
hfelong frmnq of Indid writes :

“ A9 Hindniam is ond of the profhindit rellgions
of the Jast, gnid ag yog heve matle 4 stindy of
Ohbrjstianity angd Hindpism, and or] the basis of that
study bave announged thatyop are a Hinda, I beg
leave to ask you 1{ you. wlll do mn the favoyr t
give your reasong r th chmce. indup ang
Obrjatians ,ali ke rea met 1e nped lu
to kdo od and wors % pir
in tl Bal bviﬁg thist G ris was 6 gve P!l
of God, "Ghtistldng of Amorida Have gent {3 Iadid
thoil: mnd% ot thetr sBnd add danchbete %fel%thé
peofld bR Indidz Aboat Uhrikt W | ¥6i 11 rotdfn

witu
and Halib a ubti:p‘aii'soh of Hindb th fb
ingd of Chtist? I will be debply gmtbt‘dl for liis
favont,”

1 Habe ventrdred at several ihlssionaty mentinpd
to tell Ehglish and Americnm mmicnarlea -that if
they ronld have refraived fiomi 'teliing’ Inllis
abottt Christ And therely lived the life snitined apon
them by 'the Sermon on the Mount, India ifisfead
of snepecting them would have appteciated thele
llving in the midat of her chil;]r n an direo;;}y pro~

ﬂtwl ;}m gnce., Holding t iaw,

el ' ;fcan ri.enfls E? l;lruz npopi’. nd i8

way .§ return 1 uliev 0 eFls
ing ot =rs of ‘i ei’r ﬁtlﬁ eo ?y witmhvlpw o
con¥ersiot, t8 ogé m o téll{ng I

to hs. “vnd fAnt lim n

then it bedor esﬂl-r
Nor ‘o 1 T

Entisider mdysolt Hit to {rL r})
ism exsohpt thiFougt m§ bwi 1ile. dit} m: hot
interpret Hindnism throvigh iy writtsh § gh‘!’ 5
not _toitifiars 1t with Uhnstmnity Tlie onl thif
it i+ possible - for. we thérefnre. to Jo i3 to a'ay il
bneﬁy a8 I cag; why I om 4 Hmﬂu.
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Believing as I do in the inflnence of heredity, be-
ing born ?n s Hinde family, I huve remained a
Hindv. I should reject it, iE I found it inconsistent
with my moral sense or my gpiritnal growth. On
examination I have foand it to be the most tolerant of
all religions known to me. Its freedom from dogma
mkes a forcible sppeal to me in 88 much it wives f.he
votary the largest scope for self-expression. Not being
an exclusive religion, it enables the followers of that
faith not merely to respect all the other religions,
bat it also enables them to admire and assimilate
whatever may be good in the other faiths. Non-
violence is common to all religions, but it has found
the highest expression and application in Hinddism.
«I do- not repard Jainidm or Buddhisthh 18 separtite
from Hinduism.) Hinduism believes in the oneness
not of merely all human life bat in the oneness of
all that lives. Its wotship of the cow ib, lh my
opinion, its nnigue contribnti?n to the evolution of
humanitarianism, It is 4 practical applicatios of the
belief in tha oneness and, thereford factediivds, of
all life. The great belief in transmigration i3 a
direct consequente of that belef. Finally theé dis-
covery of the law of Varnashramf is a maghilcent
resnlt of the ceaseless scarch for trath. I must not
burden this article with definitions of the etsentials
gkbtched here, except to say that the pregent fdess of
cow worship and Varnashrama are a caricature of
af what in my opition the originalsaré. The curlous
may see the defiitions of cow wopship and Varma.
sharma in the previous pnmbers of Youny India, 1
Wupe to have to fay 6n VéArtashrami iu the neat fii-
Aure, In this zll too brief & sketeh I have mentioh-
ed what ocenr to me to be the outsanding fealures
of Hinduism that keep me in ite fold.

' South African Indian Congress
EICHTH SESSI0M

In terms of Clause 13 of the Constitution
notice is hereby given 1o the constituent
bodies thal the next Aminual Cotiference wiil
be held at Kimberley oh the “tst, 24d, 3rd
and 4th January 1928.

The following is the agenda : —

1. Presidential Speech.

Minutes. |
Hon. Gén. Sectetary’s Report.
Hoan. J:: Treasurer’s Findncial States
ment, . o
Capetown Agreement.
{a) Bills passed theré anént.
{v) Educatiéh Inguity Commission.
{c) Housing & Sanitary Cemmission:
. Proposed Liquor Bill. o
. Notices of Motion, )

Revision of Constituticii aiid Stand-
ing Ordefs. L
9. Election of Dfficials.

10. General, e e
A, 1. KAJEE, .

HON. GEN, SECRETARY.

By

wn

oo O

Héeadqlarters :
175 Grey Street, Durban.
25th Nov. 1927,

- - . - - -

trinted and FPublished by Munilal M., Gandhl at Pheenty
. - Setilemeny, Phrenly, Naual,

" Transvaal -British Irfd@ﬁ_i;
Assoclation "

A

Mass Meeting

Whereas, on the 5th November, 1927 g requisition
duly signed by over 700 membera of the Association
was duly served uopon .the Joint Hon, Secretarigs,
valling upon them, in terms of rale 7 of the consti-
totion and regulation, to convehe A 8pecial Generil
Meeting of members for the purposes set forth 1n
the said requisition - - ' © - T} ¢ "

_and  whereas_ in violation. of. the  waidx n'ﬂe
the said Joint Hon. Secretaries have failed, rofused
or neglected %0 rodiply “with the' satd réqdikitvh,
and failed, refused or neglected to convenp 8 Special
Getteral Meeting’ o LA

And wheress the ¥nembera 5f this: Astooiation kre .
by resson of the foregoing being subjeatsd to injury
{4 regard Yo the affairs of the Association and their
coamunal interesfd I

‘Notfoe is heéreby given thith mas Testing of the
Indians of the Transvaal Province (over,the agéiof
16 years, al) adch being spso faél ‘ipembers of the
Association)' wilt ‘be held oA Sufiday, the 18th De-
¢ember, 1927, at 2 p:m. at the Good Hope Bioscoge
Hall, corhet ‘of Cominissioner and Nugget Stiecets,
Johannesburg for thé follo¥ing purpodess=s - -2

1. To consider the conduct of the present officers

4nd cominitted, and to pass Hach resolations in

_ regafd theretb, as the meeting Yany ‘deterniitie,

2. To elect by vote officers and members of the

cothinittée either 1d addition to those presently
_holding office or in substitution'of theih or any
of them. .. . TR

3. To ¢onsider &ud ¥éte npion the proposal that the

" Transvaal British Ixididn AsdSciatibh ¥3-affliate

with, the South Africag Indian Congressy

4. To conesider. and discass and vote upon any

othéf Yaatter aristhg oat of of incidentsl to the

7 foregoing. . . 1 Lo 0UnT AN
Tel. Add; - g NeRPATEDGy
“ORGANISER” . ice-Chairman of the Trans-
P.0. Box: 2538, - vaal BritieR Indian': Associ-
Johannesburg. . ation. (At the reguedt and
o instance of members and
-+ signitories to thd #ynidition.)
Rt s n-\l-l;‘\. ™ S e nr-in.:-l'; 5-.7‘ };1‘5 “j 2O e
et 4 - Y & s T : 'Yt -:!
Lecture o the L&agiid of NatiGns
. fras

T, - T T Y Y A 1 VR *=F o r
will be delivered by H. ._‘B.f,,l;’yutl_t__a; Esg,,‘%ﬁ.
of the League }éf Nation's Upion, .Lepdog;
at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, 140. Queen
Stréet, Durban. osnS;.turday 10th ijgggrﬁ,hqr
tof, at 3 pansharp,” "7 T M T

Dor't miss this opportuniy. pf kngwing.

“all dbout the Leggue and ds work, ;1

. B M, PATEKs .05
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