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very interesting lecture was delivered by the Rt. MR. SASTRI'S' GROWING 7'
H Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri on the cagte system ' INFLUENGCE:!:! =0 tizili
of India before the Library Groop, Durbap, on AR B R T oo

Wednesday night. It was attended by about a thonsand
Europeane. Mr. Sastri spoke for a hour and ten minutes
and created a great impression upon hig hearers. We
hope to publish the full text of Mr. Sastri’'s address in
oar next week’s irsue,

Mrs,©A. W. Clarke who while driving a motor car
near Albert Park, Dorban, on Jan. 3 had knocked down
an Indian child who died from the injuries received was
f mnd gnilty of culpable homicide and was gentenced by’
the Magistrate Mr. Harding Barlow to a fine of £20, with-
the alternative of three monthe’ imprisonment with hard

labour, accned being permitted to pay the fine at the rate -

of £5 a montb, * The lifé of an Indiae child is evidenly
in the eyos of our courts of justice only worth £20.

The matter of private motor bus service at present
existing in Durban is seriously beiug covsidered by the
Durban Town Concil. It appeared from a report on the
subject that in the }ree State there is a Local Govern-
ment "Ordinance which probibits the running of buses or
any other similar form of transport intended for the use
of the public without the consent of the Council, This
Ordingnoe was passed at a date when there were no private
buges running in the Free State, so that no vested
interests have been interfered with, and the Conneil
retains its monopoly of public transport. The Electricity
COommitte of the Durban Town Conncil decided to pass
ot the matter to the General Parposes Committee, with
a strong recommendation that the necessary legislative
powers of monopely be songht by the Corporation in
respect of motor boses, In tbe event of such legislation
being passed by the Town Council it will have a detri-
mental effect on the present private owned huses.

Or Tuesday the 16th instant the Committee Mem-
bers of the Indian Child Welfare Society met at Mrs. V
Lawrence's residence to bid goodbye to Mrs, Huome
Stanford, Honorary Presidency Magistrate of Mudras.
and ‘to thank her for all the tronble she bad taken on
behalf of the Indiane in Durban in inangurating the
sbove Society™ smong- them. The Right Honourable.
V. 8 8. Sastri P. C., honoured the party by his
presence and kindly consented to be photographed with
the members a3 Patron of the said Society. Afternoon-tea
was &rovided by Mra. lawrence and mosic was rendered
by the Misses Lawrences. The happy, pathering diz- -
persed after the singing of Auld Lang Syne.™

——— T Len

h, - -
Union Parliament which was prorogued to Aug. 31,
1927, has been furtlieg prorouged to Oct 14.
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As :'S,pecial Supplemeit to this issne we give the: fdlf~
text of the address delivered by the Rt. Hom V. S~
Sripivaea Sastri at Maritzborg on'+#South- Africa, India
and the Bmpire.” ,

HE strides in the direction oi enlisting}
the support of the European public .
in the Indian; cause that have been.,
made during the last week by the R¢, Hon,
V. S. Srinivasa Sastri are.astounding.. Hijs,,
lecture; on;{South Africa, India, and -the;;
Empire” at the invitation of the Eurppean,,
public of Maritzburg—always known to be *
an Anti-Asiatic Town was attended by an”
unexpectedly large gathering and has éré‘é,feq,; '
a profound impression, ,on the minds of the
hearers. His speech at the Natal IUniverqi;y
College also crzated sq Yood an lmpressxjtg‘n[
that * Professor Roseveare who : was...in.
the chair was prompted-to: say’ that"*“-hc)
looked forward to the day when there would
\ A d T Rt/ : 7
be Indian students on the roll of the college;:
and he hoped that at least one of them:
. . . - r s el
might become as famous as Mr. Sastri himz.
self” Mr. Sastri's lecture before the Liv-
brary Group last Wednesday on tﬁé HCaste’
System” also attracted an unexpectedly large.
audience and was listened to with rapt at:
tention, And invitations to ‘M, Sastri for.
turther public lectures :by European publici
are still pouring in. AT TR
Though the Natal Mercury did sound an-
unfoitunate note in'the 'biginning one’ can*
feel the change of atmosphere. ', There .is; :a-
better feeling gererally on the Indian ques-
tion and it is being discussed' by the press’
and the public .in a more sympathetic .
manner. | e
Mr.Sastei's propasalef-improving the edu--
cational facilities of the Indian community
is gaining the support of the European pub-
lic and one wonders if the moral. swﬁﬁf of ..
the Europeans to the <schegw” will not'
perhaps exceed “the niatestf support of the’
Indian gomin MrE=EZE="" L e
Thus whilsy. wé may feel - jubilent over
the success ‘of Mr. Sastri- in  this dirés-
tion let us no: forget our own-duty.. to.

.
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Mr, Bastri _which- ia a- far grea{ter one
and : which is in reality a dufy to out own
selves and td our own children. We have
heard it often said by Europeans t
do not mind having an Indian of the type of
M. Sastri among us,”  We are children of
the same Motherland that has begotten Mr,
Sastri- and let us do our utmost to be

worthy of our Motherland - even as Mr. -

Sastri is. - o
It does not become us to look at only the
material -side--of the question and cast
thoughtless effusions on Mr. Sastri or the
Indian Government or the Union authorities,_
Thé' agreemeiit arrived at'is an honoirable
L O R
agréement and it ‘is'up to both parties to
se& that it is honourably fulfilled. Mr. Sastri
had" corme o U8 tosee to’ the fulfilment
of that agreemerit and we should do every-
thiiig in*ouf power to’ dssist him in ful filling
i v fe e e

part) >
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\Mr.-Sastri and the. Indian in
e Natalu o ’

T d oo e .o
- The, Natal Adverfiser in: its issue of the Ilth.
instant has the_following leading article under the
dbove headingt- - - T '
- Mince; cdming in our midst as Agent for the Indian
?hog?mme.qty. Mr,: Sas
@ ‘problem 'he im.s to deal with is baffling enongh
. tor 3ax . dher wesonrves of the ublest minds of his own’
and pf this conntry, It is.not as if South Africi were
divided broadly into two car
Asintio--and that thioses whé were not for Mr. Sastri
- were pgninsl bimr. dnsome such -ciroumstances, he
'woulg_"}t lesgt know: the ;dimensions. of his diffi-
culties; and understand how far enlightened public
apinioy wap on his side. ‘Unhkappily those who most
mshﬁﬁm ‘Well gre; not in agreoment as to the path
he .should . pureue in helping to carry out the terma .
of 'thé’' ‘Oapetowi’ agreement’y and there ig danger
tbak, ;early: in.his Bonth -African career, he may be
puzzled to know why thisis. ., ..., ...
We woiild like . to"'shggen_bﬁm.anhw and at the
. feame [time,.tlirow our weight in the soale on the gide
of the Agent in those circumstances Where he is
b‘qﬁday meebivg friendly but resolute opposition,
“ Bdneation,” days ‘Mri' Bastri, “is the'first reform
of Iaffian gonditions that matter.” 'Edifvation,” sy '
his _egiticsfagomes . decond. Honsing aid hygiene ;
coe. eit” "I 'want,” he aays, *to get my edu-
cation- torpmission -Gd being' as sooh #a possible.”
“You ought, to tekle-the,.problem of sanitation
the Yuburbs first,” comes the answer, .* Educatfbn
ot WM LT ey S
/Thit broadiy]. meprdsents the early Belendly clash
beiwemp ~twesenlightened, opposites, and, becanse we
feol-ggt;,g“.gg -%.great danger that some of the-nitiat
-goddwil e Fonfontuny of the reform temper may,
bo. Jost, if the differerdte’ contitres,werwEIT (o show
wherein we-think Mr, Sastri. is right and shoald
reteive thé fullest support 'of all who wish him and
his work well,.. =~ < T T ar ol fo o rafate
woigen el < Fite Elighest Level At
When Mr, Bastri stresses the all-importance of

~
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education’ it the ‘‘uwplift” of the Indians in South

Aftica rhe is wiewing the Adiatie problem from a far -

higher level than those who oppose his order of
SR . e "..‘T“ ":-,._“. “'-."'.." . .

e e

hat “we”

j baa fopnd for himself that:

y -into two camps—Asfiatic and anti-

EEEI I M

precodenee. ‘There -8 dirt, squalor, unhealthiness
and peril of the gravest kind in the conditions which
surronnd the towns of this province ; and no donbt
it would be a fine thing if, with a magician’s wand,
the Agent counld dispel these things atonce. But
{whether he feels this way or no)} Mr. Sastri is
entitled to eay that, after all, the remedy for these
ilis is in the hands of the European. - If the Indian -
-in the subarba and villages is squalid, it-is poverty

_ that keeps him squalid. If he lives in hovels that

one would not use to honse one's cattle, it is because
Ee is paid such a-wage by his European employer as
recludes his living in any better way. If every
. other action of the adult Indian is an offence against
the ganitary lawa of the Province, the remedy is in
the Province’s own hands, It did not need Mr.
Sastri bringing to South Africa to clean up Mayville
or reduce Sydenham to order. Ogr Town Coununcils
and Provincial Council have powers enongh and to
spare to make Indian life in Natal conform to reason-.
abla standards of cleanliness withont onr waiting for
the Indian Agent to do the work for us, Asa matter
of fact, our community’s indifersnce to Indian living
conditions is largely acounted for by the kmowledge
that it is impossible to house the Indian better unless
he earns better wages than are ordimarily paid him.
If, however, we imagine that Mr, Sastri can make
the Indian live more deccntly and hygienically with~
out his economic standard being raiged at the sume:
time, we are living in a fool's paradise., Poverty
and dirt, save in rare ‘cases, go toyether, and they
will continue together to the end of the chapter,
, Civilisc the Young! - .
Mr. Sastri's business, as an Indian, is not to solve
onr Earopean problem, but solve the Indian's, His
work js not to clean up our squalor, but to raise his
own people to sach a pitch that, when there ia )
leanier and batter standard in Natal, they will not
isgrace it. We hold no brief for high falutin’
schemes of higher éducation and university courned’
for Asiatics at the present time, But we do say that
a great step forward will have been registered in the
polyglot life of South Africa when the Indian child- '
ren of this Province are assared of primary education;
and we do say that Mr. Sastri has the right pers-
pective when he maintaine that the instruction of
the young is the first obligation to be redeemed’
under - the Ozpetown Agreement, Clvilisation ia
largely an affair of soap and water; and what 1s the
unvarying human experience with the ‘child ? * The’
baby loves mud and revels in squalor. The growing
boy +washes his neck nnder compulsion.. Then
comes a-atage a little later 'when, by precept and
example, he comes to nnderstand that there is some-
thing intrinsically good in.cleanliness, soma merit
in bheing clean for the mere suke of it.. He i the.
barbarian no longer. He “finda that, to grown-up.
minds, dirt is taboo: and, in the end, he succumby’
to the remorseless clvj}ising agenoy of cleanliness,

© 4 "“Save ‘the Children™

-That I the sort of conversion that reully cetints,
and it is ‘the sort that will come ut when/'the
Indisn child is tanght-in the clygdsfibm how td¥he & |
decent lttle citiven of tho.$tits; and in taught} too,
that sapitation, health, and“various other' Westarn
conveptions are things gopd and desirable in them.!

otves,._Mr-Siapte} ot said ho will fiot help his

ggaple to eledn up some of the squalor in which they
live, . As a matter of foot, he is deviring machinery
’ for the right sort of orusade smong the hardended)
offenders on the fringes of the towna, - Bat if there
is anything in_civilisation. at all he is Tight every
time and, all time  in’ putting ‘he " Balvation
of the young in the very forefront of all his'
efforts in South Africa. Whether the school ags
Indian in Natal stays in this Province or goes back’
to India, he s a far'greater'ageet to his race snd to

'3 - e
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Empire taught than untaaght. If he renaine in  not use ¥iolencs, an“(_f unlike’ many political societies
gl;ﬁ thel is g?i;n; to :levato lfis own people and re:  We were not borh m_aﬂ 'haqr of enthudizent. “We._
trieve their environment in the measare in which  seek te get all our objecta ffom.'t.ho‘: prmnem i
he is instructed in his mchoolyoing years. If he - the or_dmary ocotrss of conatitutional -deYe?op'ménl ni
is gning to Iadia be is going to heip along; if ounly in Soeial service wis among the attractive plgng ofj-:
an infinitesimal degree, the vast toil of emaneipation some of the me_mbers.- - Pgrhaps_three;foupgﬁg of‘ "tlid”‘
in that gomplex land. ”Ssve the children” is the  works of the Society was in social serviee, ‘dnd only "
supreme slogan of civilisation ! and Mr, Sastriis  one fourth in pol_m_ml progress. It was felt that too
showing the unerring instinct of the statesman in  much concentration on political development would
thinking of the schoolroom first. He is making—  defeat ite cbjetts, and very Little beqeﬁﬁ "-v.q-m"ﬂ(_i" _@3”"'
or Beaking to make—the fature secare. It is no  reaped from it -~ Tl rj“‘- u
fault of bis that the present is a poor tinmerited -~ Control of their natiohal defericé was perhapd the ..
thing, full of stenches and equalor, of exploitation most baffling problem faced by the Hociety. “\While |
and recremination, of colour bars and mutual repug~  progress was beiug' made fairly satisfactorily ‘in -*ﬂ-.'i
nances. That is not his fault, nor is it his work to  directions progress in this object of the . sbeiely ‘ras
repair it. He will help all he can. Who can doubt  most disappointing, and. it was being folt. that..-*j'éff»,
it? But again it is net his affair either to work littie could be dene i this particdlar direction R

m or to éast owt ¢9 devils .°f d'?md‘_mm and , .Social Work In India .o .o
’ " Natal’s Job ' There' tvas & considerdble .amount 'of “Work, ‘wid
M. Sastrf, to be done sovially all:oved Iridia, - This

We have said many times that, while we deplore - capsed & certain amount of difficulty ad fad ds the *
with everyone the belt of wretchedness that confines  young men were ¢oncerned. -+ Young miért it TInda *
Durban and makes its suburbs potential plague spots a5 jn Seuth Africa; no doubt, had & Yonging for polt-
we do not blame the Indian for this; save id & - tics. They clamoured for nototiety=~goine &f thern ''
secondary degree. The provinee has had the power - oven preferring tospend thelr 4ime it ol thati fif 7
for years to clean things up. That it has not done - gnjoyment outside. - R S S R i |
8o i#' due, in great measure. to the readiness of Natal - )y gagtri spoke of bis visit to- London in 1918,
to take up the risk of the grim ogres of Dirt and -+ hon he gave evidence before a committee in con- -
Disease. s0 long as Cheapness was their maid of‘all nection with drawing ap a new eonstitution ﬁl)li.‘fi
work,  Natal has known that any resolute campaign . y1,,4i4 * The difficulty ke had had fo work under
for better housing conditions for the Indians would - g that he corld hot malke i dlear that tie Servants’
mean directly or otherwise, a demand for higher - op 1,45 Society was working both politically and
Asistic wages, and this demand the Province has nob - gouiape, - "3 st o) oroted 4 GGG S

En;t;im aged. It %m_p?femmammﬁmﬁg " The Governmept,_ﬁvinen the public began te get.in
fr(:miousvprospen galll(;l;g:nd w{'etcl’lednesa and now - the. grip of. political despondency, notieed a soeiety, .
, poverly, sq ) springing up, binding itself .together with yows, and. |,

that it,' has achieved to a great measore of affluence . - RS VECLi A
‘it 15 tempted to ape the knight who complained of E‘:’gg;ﬁ%ﬁmﬁmb in political affairs, and began..,

—
0,

e Called thom uatangh kaaves, nmannerly, . “1f ohad resontod thiss tiings?” mid 11, Ssin,
T'o Bring a slovenly unhandsome cerse " and allowed durselves to be provoked, or.if w e bad, ;
Betwixt the wind and his nobility. - defiad the objects of the Government, then. we:might ..
Natal must do something aboat the Indian hons.  De¥er Bave existed as a society, but we went: our way, /.
- ; . quietly, and now are well through the wood. |, 4i..;:

i el a8 mach o sy oms man e bt thy - T00e7, you iad mo, s member of tho ociel saa
necessary powers are.already (and for years have - OUf lere as a representative of the. Indian Govern-,:,
been) [n the hands of European Natal, ~ . . .. ment, and 1 now have the power to, get the. Governy,,,,

; ) . . ment.into a very tight corner.if Iso wish.. .am.not..

' —— : o the only member of my sociely that has.been ens 3.,
./ trusted with Government missions, .1 am telling you ...,
by

| Qepuant : 14 Seipde this to'show how we have suceeeded.in living down. 1,
S"""“.‘_"s of Indﬁ Socie the_distrnst.of both thig people and the Government
- Mr, Sastrd Addresses Toc H of Indié'- FIRERTI ; oo L ated i s

S ) L P e oiglegs ooy ol
Daring his dhort visit to Maritzbdrg Iast week Mr, . - .. .- ] Jes}ut PF}DF‘PIE{S'”J Tnievey)
Sastrf addressed Toc H on “The Servants of India For .the foundation . of the Society the principlarcy
Soeiety.”™ Oft emtering the hall Mr, Sasiri was. wel. - of the. Jeanita was-followed in part.; The merihers s
comed with 4 hearty round of applause. . - were able to: keep their, own. propenty.snd t rimreyr: i
Mer. Sastri exphained that the Saciety was foun but- they were. requirad to devote' their livés to ther .
in 1905, T was in many ways unique. It under. aims of the sociaty - and draw very limited suhs of 1o
tookt to train its members in thie service of India, money from, its coffers.) The membership wds g
The members had to be of high educational abilities; = and the; reason why it was so small was becanse; of i i1;
(a.nd' had'to be of the finest character., . They were. the great sacrifices demanded of the memberg. j Fhver. .
! tested for five years, and had to live for a year with  Bociety could not promise aory sndden: rise to-fameay: i
!the other members beforg they themselves conld =« many ardent politiciane might; require, and consds « |
become members. Seven vows were made by the quently thers was no rush of members, . - ;- lijw winyey
‘membere' on their enrolment, and they were paid - Mr. Sastri. explained the: way in. which the miemw i
;.‘.'.403 year, and after several years, 80 & year for bers of the society were trained, and, of the. sagrifided:
jthei# servide. This, of course, was “under the they had to wndergo... He said. that the miembers-
jmarket price,” the member bBeing, of necessity of called themselves pablic sarvants, but. thig- was notine -«
Ereay ability. - The- idlea, however; was one of sacri- the way in which public servants were keowsi afthe:.d
flco—thie meibery secwificing: themselves for the present time, The name public servanis suggestah: ol
bettering of their country. ~ - . - ., 8 body of officers drawing lordiy salaries;.lookimig. s
Political Field forward to annual promotions and keeping dnieye i
- _ " _ on their pensions. His. public servants wese Very: 'V
We all work in the political field,” said Mr. different indeed from this, _They werked withall -
Sastri, “and we aim towards making Indixa self- they had in them for the good .of their eonntry,. - -
8ovewning dominion. Weare bodud by our vows, © Ar. M. G. Fannin, the Maritzborg Magistrate,
however, that we do our work peacefully. Wo can-  thanked Mr, Sastri for his interesting address,

FY e
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Mr. Sastri at the University

Mr. Sastri also addressed the staff and students of
!;he Natal University College. Professor Roseveare
.introducing Mr. Sastri, eaid that be looked forward
to the day when there would be Indian students on
the roll of the college, and hoped that at least one
of ut!'..hem might become as famons aa Mr. Sastri him-
se

Spesking on the caste, Mr. Sastri traced its origin,
and development, He pointed out that caste pri-
marily was based on colour, but lately it had become
occupational. The Hindus recognised four great
divisions, the priest and teacher, the soldier and
governor, the business and agricnlturalist and the
labourer. There was also a body of outcasts or “un-
touchables” but an attempt had been made by
the Brahmina themselves to reorganise them as
a class.

“Much” he said, “is being done to break down the
artificial barriers of caste, and the spread of Western
civilisation is doing much towards that end.,” He
explained that there was no barrier of colonr in India
a8 there wasg in the case of South Africa.

‘Mr. Sastri spoke warmly on the justice and equa-
lity which was characteristic of British rule in India,
jts one drawback being that it did njt interfere with
India's social life.—Nalal Witness.

Mr. Sastri’s Speech Creates Pro-
found Impression

Natal Witness” On “Our Obligation”

The Naial Wilness contains the following leaderette
under the heading “ Qur Obligation” on the spesch
delivered by Mr. Sastri at Maritzborg last week
on * South Africa, India and the Empire. "—

Not ihe least impressive moment in Mr. Sastri’s
impressive speech on Thursday was when he said
that, given an opportunity to appeal to the Britigh
gense of fairplay he had never appealed in vain.
And we think that Maritzburg may reasonably pat
itself on the. back both for turning up in such sur-
prising strength to hear the other man's point of
view, and for hearing it with soch evident attention
and sympathy. In & small way the City set an
example to South Africa by showing its appreciation
of the fact that, however diffienlt a guestion may hbe,
and however complicated by race prejudice, it can
do no harm to consider it coolly. Natal’s position in
regard to the Indian is not an easy one, The pro-
blem is her's, and she alone is seriously affected by
it. The Capetown - agreement was passed by &
(overnment with which she is completely out of
sympathy and fathered by men for whom, she may
argne, it needs no great effort to be magnanimous,
sinece their own interests are not tonched. Yet she
cannot go back on the agreement without going back
on the Imperial Government, to which he hag go re-
cently been professing her devoted and unalterable
attachment at the very moment when, with the
Montagn Chelmsford reforms coming up for revision,
any embarrasment of Awnglo-Indian relations might
be disastrons to the British Qommonwealth. The
eynic will say that she has been manoenvred into an
impossible position and is faced with a dilemms of
which the two horns ave getting the worst of the
deal with the Asiatic and betraying the British Gov-
ernment which is counting on her. We do not believe
that this ie a true reflection of the case. The Cape.
town agreement, to onr mind, provides the seeds of
a solution of a problem which, before, appeared
impossible to solve, and that view is strengthened by
Thursday’s meeting. And if it be argoed, =a some

are said to have argued after the meeting, that fine
gentimenis abont justice and fairplay cannot bo car-

ried into everyday life, we pay ihat they ecan and
must, and that if their practice involves soms por-
sonsl sacrifice (though we cannot see that it will)
then the sacrifice must be faced. The British Km-
pire has endared becanse justice and fair play have
not been merely words, and if we are to hold to the
British connection we must bold to what alone
makes it valoable and valned. The same duty lies
upon the Asiatio, who is also a British subject, but
a8 our whole case against him is that he is not edn-
cated up to our standard, we shall have to set him
the example even if he be alow to follow it. Actually
it is probable that by the time that Mpy. Saatri leaves
South-Africa, he will not be g¢blow, or so unwill-
ing, a8 we imagine him.

European versus Indian Tailors

The Other Side of the Picture

The following leading article of the Times of Nalnl
dated Anguet 13 shatters to pieces the case of the
European tailors againat the Indian tailora :—

The statements published during the wesk regard-

. ing the tailoring indnstry in the City must bave

left the public wondering. - One faet which emerges
very clearly is thata considerable amount of Karo-
pean custom goes to the Indian tailor, The reat
is not quite so clear. The European tailors appear
to consider that they have the exclnsive right to
make clothes for Knropeans, They nsserted in the
first place that they would enjoy that right if the
Indian did not undercot them, and they explained
his ability to underaut them by pointing out that
he did not have a shop in central Church Sireet at
2 high rental, and rather hinted that he did not pay
the same scale of wages to his operatives as they did,
and did not, generally speaking, bave to keep up
the same standard of nppearances as themselves.
But forther disclosures have somewhat shaken the
cage made out by the tailors. There would appear
to be only one Indian master tailor in the City.
Documentary evidence shows that the pries he
charges for a euit is higher than the average charged
by the Enropean tailors. He states that he pays the
standard rates to his workmen and employe only
firat-olass men, It appears from his booka that in
the majority of the cases he obtaing a substantial
cash deposit with the orders, and he buys his mat-
erials from the big Kuropean firms in the main cen-
tera of the Union. So far a8 working expenses are
concerhied he would geom to be competing with the
Euaropeans on level terms. He ndmits that his shop
is in the Indian quarter, but in spite of that he
claime that two-thirde of his customers are Rura-
peans who go to the tronble of seeking him ous
aithough he is not in a central position. He himself,
however, would prefer to have his shop in Church
Street, believing that the extra business he wonld
attract would repay the extrs expenditare, but when
he sought to obtain & licence in Church Street his
application was opposed by the very men who com-
plain that his shop expenses are lower than theirs,
But all this is beside the point; the staggering fact
remaing that, in spite of the fact that his price is
higher, and in apite of'his shop being ont of the way
and in the Indian quarter of tho town, he attracte a
largo number of Earopean customers, Unless Earo-
pean tailors can contradiot his stalewments, thelr argn-
ment that cheapness is the attraction is exploded,
and exploded aleo is the theory that the offenders
are young bank clerks and law students, 'What then
is the real reason why these KEnropeans should put
themselves to additional trouble and expense and
rua the risk of beiug cilled traitors to tho tradesman
of their own colour ? Co
To the lay mind it looks as if thsae men, knowiag

what they want and being prepared to pay for it,



Special Supplement fo « Indian Opim'qn."

SOUTH AFRICA,

- ‘
August roth 1927,

INDIA AND THE

BRITISH EMPIRE

MR. SASTRI’'S MEMORABLE ADDRESS AT
MARITZBURG

THE SPIRIT OF THE BRITISH PEOPLE

HE following is a varbatim report of the Right

"  Hon.Mr.V.S. Srinivasa Sastri’s memor-

able speech in the Town Hall, Maritzburg,

on Angust 11. The Mayor of Maritzburg Mr. D. C.
Dick presided over a crowded audience.

“Ladies and Gentlemen : I am more than de-
lighted to see this great meeting, Itis a pleasare
and an honour to be allowed te address an audience
g0 distingnished and so representative. I feel
ipapired to see you in such numbers and I am-grate-
fol for the all too courteous words of the Mayor in
presenling me and to receive such a measure of
approbation at yoor bands.

“My subject for this evening embraces such a
wide scope that it were impossible for me to
deal adequately wilh it within the hour. Be-
gides even if I had fime, my position as Agent
for the Government of India in this country
imposes wpon me the necessity for me to confine
myself to the terms of the Capetown agreement bat
still, if you think of it, itis impossible to do so
without taking into view the political institutions
which constilnte the British Empire.

"It i8 well recognised to-day that among the
nations of the world the British Empire, that
great orgamisation, stands for peace and security
in the world. Over and over again, daring the
war and afterwards, this British Empire has been
appealed to and is playing its part in keeping
the peace amongst the nations of the world,
(applauee ).

“To belong to such an orgonieation, to be ad
mitted to ita councils, to be permitted to bene-
fit by its great ideals arl achievements, is a
destiny of which any people in the world may be
pround. :

"1 bLave no right 10 speak of South Africa in -

relation to the Empire hut you wiil allow me to say-
one word about the attitude of India towards the
British Empire. Of that I know something and I
believe it will interest you to here it, Towards the
British Empire India has been drawn by ties of
affection, csteem and gratitude which it is impos-

DU W e v

sible to describe. At first she was brought within
the Empire by force, now we value very greatly our
position and the fact that we were born of the “ pax
britannieca.” Now that we are fully established we
can scarcely realise tho terrible fate we have escaped
by being drawn within the Empire.

*“ It would take me too long to explain the psycho-
logical foundations of our attachment. You may
doubtlessly occasionally hear apd even read in
the mnewspapers of  movements calculated to

distarb the Empire and disturbances similarly

radical in their effect opposed to the continu-
ance of the Empire, but believe me, these mo-
vements do not go deep into our heart. They
are merely gorface feelings sach as must arise
when our institutions are in danger, and certain
patriots of an ardent type declaim a8 they do in any
part of the world, when they believe that national
self-respect is being jeopardised. But when such
people so talk and write in the papers they dare not
contemplate the withdrawal—the consequence of
the withdrawal —of British hands from the reins of
the Indian Empire. )

“Often and often I have heard conversa-
tions between [Enrelishmen and Indians. Tho
Indanis deery the Empire and say the worst of
things. The Englishmen then say * wounld yon then
wish us to withdraw ?” The answer is always * we
wish you to be here but to rule according to omr
wishes ” (laughter). We want only improved

admipistration, we want only certain reforms, we -
‘want a change in this and a change in that, but we

want you to be here, to be bere for a long, long time
(applause). Do not then be misled by disturbance
in India. 3 ;

Indigenous Rule

“Why is it then that our attachment con-
tinnes unabated 7 Now in the administration as it

-is to be found in what we call lhe ‘Indian States. ’

These occupy on the map of Tndia about one-third
of the whole of the country and comprice the popn-

Jlation of say a quarter of the popunlation of India

and they carry the traditions of ,ancient Indian

- ——
T W me———— L =

The white man believes that he is the superior of the
coloured man. When he aska that the coloured
man be handicapped for his benefit, he goes a long
way to destroy one's belief in his superiority.

To correspondents

Mr. 8, G. H. Sarfudin, (Jolidoresburg). No good
rifdw will b perved by publisdidd §our tepveri—Bd)
Uy

to the ‘tin tacks,’ to-night we are in the clouda,”
Granted it may be so, but surely notroe citizen of
of the Empire will be any the worse for the in-
spiring address that so wonderfully described our
heritage. S
To many Mr., Sastri's address will give a new

" orientation of the Indian problem tliat may help °

t0 ai lonourable solutiod {d thd idtéFestd of

: ' Hriirdi X durs) e
Sttt Afrles it e Heitish %ﬂﬁw{: gg}-}{ﬁ"‘ )
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pol.igics. Wo have then tho means of comparing
British rule and indiganoas rale and it is recognisad at
once that the rale of the Rija3s does not reach the
high standard and ideils of British rale. In the

indigenous rale you have that absolntism while in -

British rale you have complete eoustitational free-
dom. That ¢ontrast is to be seen in its minute
ramifications all through the national life. Fair
play in a court of law and absolately even-banded
justice— India has thess things in far greater
measnre than in the best administrated Indian
states, _ '

" Personal rule cannot compete with the reigm
of law. The abstract. principles of Government, the
most vital point of the British Conatitution, gives
full scope, only limited by the necessity of giving
the same fall scope to yoor neighbours that is the
vital thing in the constitution of the British Empire.
It is that which to usmakes us love to live under

_ the ideal rule if we know anything about abstract
law, Tempered by high ideals it may be but still
deriving ifs potency frem ils controluble will. This
is one of the distinctions which we see under Bri-
_tirh rule "which we canuot hereaftr afford to forgo.

More than that there is the great ideal of pationality

_ which for the first time Indian people have learned
to cherish. . ‘

“You may ‘nol fully understand who have
never vigited India, .who have never had per-

" sonal coniaet with ¥astnces of the vast varietics of

people, races and culihres which make up the Indian .

Empire, but is really, ludies and genllemen, a world
in ilself, You have civilizations from the top 1o the
boltom, cultures from the highest scholarships to
the most primitive ignorance, You have races, poli-
licsand what we call * castea” of every mark snd
distinetion that may obiain between man and man
‘but still all this mmuliiplicity, this bewildering medley
" ia moulded by one moulder, in one pattern by the
British. Constitution. ., It lets no one tyrannise over
another or suppress the personality of another,
*You can bave no idea of the way in which these
British . inslitations are shaping India. We bave
learned ‘ibis - lesson iLat men may live under the
common Flag with complete goodwill with the one
desire ibat, to the extent pessible they will maintain
tho Britlish connection unimpaired, (applause),

Futile Talk of Secession
“In these times when Polilicians go easily get

work wes may use words without thought and .

restraint. When for the smallest grievance there is
‘1alk of secession. In these days it is well for you
who love the British Empire as I do ; it is necessary
.for you all to realise what a great immeasurable asset

it is this feeling of loyally and lo preserve it. -

{ Applause).

Aungnst 19th 1927,

“I belong to a society known as the Servants of
India which in its politics is gnile 1 by dispostalate
by thia-parpoase of maintain ng the British connection,
Wo realise more vivirlly thain other people or organi-
gsationa how India benefits- by being within the
British Empire. Qar greatest politicians belisve and
bave laid it down in 80 many words that the British
connection has been ordained for the good of both
countries and that good hus not yet been fully
achieved. There i3 much to be drawn from this
connection and we therefore take a vow that we will
not do anything which may have the remote effect of
weakening this connection.

“But we are not pecaliar in the sincerity of this -
loyalty. 1 am now going to tell you one fact which
may puzzle some of yon unless you realise something
of Indian sentiment. You may have heard of a.
strong movement. ~— & non-co-operative movement.
Broadly all its aims are revolutiopary. There area
few people in it who are unbalanced and seek to
find ihe political salvation of India outside the Brit-
ish Empire. .

“They seek independence but they go furthe
snd say ‘it is not that independence we want we wish
to go out of the British Empire and geek liberation
from the yoke of Great Britain.’

Depressed By Despair

“In thé Indian National Congress during the last
five years they have continually bronght forward
resolutions powerfully snpported bnt even durirg
the worst times when the credit of Brituin was low,
when men’s hearts had been depressed by despair
even in the worst times such resolutions have had
no chance whatever of acceptance by one general
body of Indian staiesmen., (applause). The head of
one movement, is-Mahatma Gandhi of South African
fame of whom so many misleading reports go round
the world. I am not Lis f:llower but I will say this
for him that he is at every one of these Congress
mestings and be has always stood np for the British
connection. (applanse). He hus told his followers that

hatever the grievance with Britain muay be there

.4is a way .of getling satisfaction bat not by aiming

at the severance of the British eonnection. When [
gay that, 1 hope I convey to your minds which may
occasionally be anxions a sufficient impressive’
measure of the loyalty of India to the British con-
nection. (applause), -

“Now I ask you what will be tao large a racrifice
to maintain this Emnpire sentiment. What are the
dangers begetling, what are the sirains to which it is
subjected now and then? For a long time this
genliment has been subjecled to m strain by Lhe
feelirgs of our people ariring out of hardships and
disaliljties which have been imposed upon them are

-incompatible with the ideals of the Empire but they
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hive even heen defended hv British people resident
ahroad in tha Empire. We cianat understand it
D> we understand the DBritish Enpire better thin
some Britishers ? )

Racial Difficulties

“¥o one who has travelled oantside India ecan
nnderstand the enormons difficulties of the In_dian
people living ontside India. I admit it is somestimes
very difficult but there ars 300 million people in
India and therefore yon will realise hew many
millions there are who believe that the eonditions
obtaining there must oblain elsewhere. Whatever
oo may think of India as a backward eountry I will
snbmit this. Indian bas been ruled by Great Britain
for 200 years, Some parts have been so ruled for a
Jonger period but during these long decades every
part of India has been raled by Great Britain and
aceording to her ideals, -

“In India to-day notwithstanding the great com-
plexity of races, notwithstanding thereare Brahimins,
who put themselves on the higheat pedestal of
moral saperiority aud people who we can scarcely
distingniah from bill tribesmen, wa know no denial
of the franchise to any people. We do not prevent
g0y peopld from comine to India, ~Wsa do not pre-
vent any people—from baying liwnd or establishing
factories. We do not deny peoplé~whoseknowledge
the snprem ey of Britian and who ara content to be
loyal to the King. i ) )

*We do not impose any restrictions on the free
life of anyone who comes to onr country and w
imagine in oar ignorance that all over the Brit
Enpire the same con.itions mast prevail,

No Indifference

» “Bat, Jalies and gentlewmen, let m» hot alarm you
itoe mnch. 1 know, having visite | British dominions,
I know your difficulty but will siy t"is that when
we have appealed to any country of the Enpire,
have not known any British community from Ne
Zealand to British Colombia to be anresponsive o
indifferent. - :
"1 was asked in British Colombia ‘do yoa really
wish us to forgo what oar ancestors have made so
mach sacrifice for 7 ‘D) you expect us to leave to our
s0ns in diminntion and decay those privileges which
we have won for oarselvee?’ I can understand
aod 1 have spoken to my people in the matter
of being excluded where British people have
gettled, We have to oxpect that from the neces-
eity of ‘the case. Bat, ladiesand gontlemen, is it
equally clear why it is compatible~ with Brivish
ideals of government thit when yoa have ex-
cialed Indians by law and you are no more
threatened with an influx of people from outside
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is it eqnally clear that amone those who have been
born in Sounth Africa, pay their taxes and are
thoroughly loyal thereshonll be raised a dimability
not . arising out of their own intrinsie qualities.
Thit is a point which I think i3 well worth con-
silering in view of the preserving of the Enpire
sentiment. -

“I know that it is understood that every salf-
governing people within the British E npire may
treat tha» Nitionals of any other dominion or state
as they like. Thers is no law compeailing the ex-
tension of ecitizenship rights to people from other
dominions. e know that is a state of law. ,

“In other words yon havealegal right to impose
any disability yonlike, No one questions it! I do
not but I will ask you to remember that in this
world long before the fruth was proclaimed it
never his been recognised that this legal right is
necessarily also a moral right (applause). ,

World’s Guiding Force '

“Do we in our ordinary life do everything we
have the right to do? Is there Do neccessity then
to control our public legislation albeit we are solf-
governing and regulate these things in accordance.
with the high principles of justice aad fairplay which
the British spirit always has meant an1 still means
if it-is to mainfain its position a3 the gaiding force
in the World. ’ : .

“It has been brought up against the Indiin
people that they are not self-governing. .

“This is not altogether true. Wo have begun.
We have in several Provinces several subjects de-
termined by vote. We call them little becanse *
although the least of our Parliaments is as big as
yours they are little in the scale of things. More-
over do we realise that the very character of the
British Constitation is sach that there are people
within it to whom you will deny constitutional
rights. As historiand have pointed out the glory
of the British Constitation is that it enables people
to rise from the humblest stage of Givernment
through the variousstages of crown colony and on to
responsible Government to the highest stnges of
D minion status, : . l

“Throagh all these stages it is possible for a
p2ople to march upwards and to realise their poli-
tical salvation. Search the world over for anothpr\
political organisation for which you may make this
proposition. No, you cannot find another and that
is why we believa that, although wa hive only tiken
the first steps towards self givernmant wa are con-
teat. N>w, ladies and gentleman, I ask you all to
ramembar this fact that Tadia is mrching stealily
oa to gelf-governmant, Thire iz n» power to stop
it unless it be by forcs of arms which Greit Bri-

‘tain dare not emolyy agiinst a people striving to-

warl: Diminisa statas by Coastitational m3ans,
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British Supremacy

“Yon will not treat India because she is still some
way from that goal, as a despised nation, Thatisa
point upon which yon must anawer for yourselves,
Y know only one answer that can be given for how.
else, how else, can Great Britain maintain  her
sapremacy amongat nations.

To-day on every hand throughout the wide werld
conflicls threaten. Even the Earopeans are ready
for another war, g0 bitier are national contentions
between one people on another. You see too risinga
among the coloured nations of the world who feel
that for a long time they have been denied their
due by the dominant white races. Now ladies and
genilemen, wherever thrse races come into contact
in the Empire it is the duty of all alike to see that
differences die down, that no room is left for jeal-
. ous puspicion or hatred that all forces are brought
into play that will consolidate the British Empire
that is the duty of all Empire citizens.

“People living in remote paris say, “Ycs this
Empire sentiment is a beaulifnl thing but then the
ordinary conditions are so different with which we
have to contend. Buat the Empire you forget can-
not live on air. “It lives in the blood of tho DBritish

people, It ia only if each one constitutes himaelf the.

vehicle of the British apirit, only then will the spirit
sarvive, 1f each ono of us betraysit, where then
will the Empire be? And so I ask you to consider
whether itisright to deny to British subjects com-
mon fair play and the elementary rights of citizen-
srhip and the means of earning an honeat living and
the means of enjoying the fruits of their labours.

300 Million People.

I well remember some years ago being struct damb
hen I went to a meeting in London at which people
Ywere glorifying the Empire. I felt cheered and
buoyed up but when they asked me to sapeak—I gene-
rally comeatihe ond of these conferences (langhter),
I gaid thisto them: ‘Some of you--(Cabinet ministers
amongat them)--some of yon have spoken of the White
Ewpire, I look at mys-~l[ and my mind misgives me.
Home of you bave spoken of the English flag empire.
That is irue. I speak of 1ndi., of ihe millions of people
in Indis. Some of you spoke of the Anglo-Saxon
Empire. Where do woe come in in this discussion? I
bave heatrd specches to-day many speeches but I
have not heard s0 much as a mention of India and
hor 300 miliion people. Then {here was a murmer
of applauss tbat grew {osuch a pitch that I was en-
covraged. And thon man after man came forward
and said, *'Yos, that was a mistake. I shounld havein-
cluded India l'ut someliow or another I forgot”,
. " Tadiis and gontlemen, that state of affairs is pass-
ing away aud I implore you to remeinber that yon

V
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cannot sllow that state of affairs to continue i
Soath Africa.

Absolute Equality.

“That noted writer on the constitntion name
Jisag.ig the latest edition of his work has remarke:
upon the position today. Speaking of the high ideal
the British Empire he says

re was a time {
the noble reign of Victoria when we altthoapght iha

mpire cltizenship would establish absolute eqnalitg]

stween one subject and another and we all look

d forward to that state of things, but weseem tc
have gone back, He was referring to the treat.
ment of Indian citizens, Ladies and gentlemen.
shall we let constitntional writers of the futnre say
“Yes, we nll felt there would be a common Bri
tish Empire citizenship, bat it now seems absointe-
ly clear that snch a thing will never be.” ]

“There is a book I wonld recommend to you,,
‘Empire Citizenship” Eminent writers were asked |
to say what ®onnotes British Citizenship, Bhalll
tell you the answer which nine out of tem have
given ? “There {8 no snch thing as British eitizen-
ehip. There ia British sabjecthood, that we all
understand bat no Briiish citizenship.”

“That seems {o be a legnl view today but, Ta-|
dirs and gentlemen, legal vicwa are one thingand
politicnl ideala are another thing. DPolitical ideals
are not always to be left as ideals snspended in
mid-gir. We must work always andthe legal view
of today will become the legal view of yesterday.

“Views only for the historian but no longer sub-
ject matter for tha aotive statesmon. Let us do
something in onr day which will make fature his-
torians to eay *'Yea it ecomed a8 if Brilish ecitizen-
sltip would be eclipsed and overwhelmed but thanka
be to British stateamanship it i8 cmerging on the
bright horizon and will soon shine with the full
blaze of day."” ;

“It is in your power to dp great things, ladiea and
gentlemen. For what is done in South Africa deter-
mines what will be done whore white and coloured
races como into living conlact all throngh our com-
monwezlth. Much depends upon you. e not
swayed by the coneillerutions of the moment, by the
fleeting ealvation of the hour, These are not con-
siderations for which those who are the vehiclea of
the British spirit shonld glve nssentin their henrts.
Have an eyealways to tho greas future of the Empire.
Think of what it wonrld mean if rou chose {he noble
courge. Think of what i\ might mean if you yeald-
ed to the temptations of the hour, (continued app-
1ause). .

Printed and J'ublished by Manilal M. Gendhi at Ihicaix
Scillement, Ploenix, Natal,
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are going where they can get it. The snspicion is
unsavoidable thata lower standard of efficiency or
craftsmanship is at the root of the Earopean tailors’
tronble. We should be glad to be assured that the
suspicion is unfonnded and that there is a less
damaging reason for the Indian’s suceessful compe-
tition, and if that is so it will be in the interests of
the tailors themselves to give the correct explana-
tion without delay. No impartial observer would,
we imagine, be prepared to assert that the men of
Maritzburg were the best dreesed in the Union,
but whether this is due to their own inclination or
to the lack of aartorial facilities we are not prepared
to say. We agree, however, with the tailors that, on
the facts as they have so far been disclosed, the posi-
tion is serious. If Indian tailors can take away Euro-
pean custom at higher prices there must be something
wrong, and {he sooner the fanlt is discovered the
better. But who is to blame? Wae cannot see that
the Indian tailor is to blame. He has his living to
make and so long as he makes it by giving satis-
factory service, and not by price cutting or similar
devices, we fail to see how even the Chamber of
Commerce can have any just cause for complaint.
The man under discussion is a resident of long
standing in the City, a property owner and a rate-
payer; clearly, he is justified in doing the best he
can for himself. Nor do we see how the Enropean
customer can be blamed, although the tailors, bereft
of his cunstom, eall him traitor to his colour. If he
pays more for his clothes as a result of his
‘treachery,” it is reasonable to assume that he be-
lieves that he is getting value for the extra expendi-
ture, Must he then sacrifice satisfaction in his
clothes for the sake of Enropean tradesmen who are
unable to satisfy him? But the Emropean tailor is
not even logical in his complaint. He denies the

right of the Earopean customer to go to the Indian,

bat he claims for himself the right to have Indian

castomers, and only regrets that he cannot get more
of them. That is to say, the European customer
must not buy a soit from an Indian, buta Earo-
pean tailor can buy his own snit with Indian money.

A comic featnre of the position is that Indians ars
driven to the European tailors because the Indian

tailor is too expensive for them. According to the
Enropean tailor's argnment, therefore, the Indian
tailor is entitled to complain that the European
tailor is underselling him and taking away his cas-
tomers. The plain trnth is that the more the ques-
tion is examined the more untenable becomes the
position of the anti-Asiatic school. They eannot
adduce a single legal or moral argament why they
should be specially favoured in trade. They can
only appeal to colour prejadice, and if, as seems
somewhat probable, thay even zo so far as to exploit
coloar prejudice as the indastrialists have too often
used protective tariffs to enable them to give less
than the best service, even their last line of defence
disappears. The European has a right to protection
against unfair competition, but not against competi-
tion. And if he cannot prove unfair competition,
and still gets the worst of the deal then he mast take
steps to discover the reason and put the trouble right.
The white man believes that he is the saperior of the
coloured man. When he asks that the coloured
man be handicapped for his benefit, he goes a long
way to destroy one’s belief in his superiority.

To correspondents

_Mr. 8, G. H. Sarfudin, (Joligtdesburg). No good
qﬂ d’:«u wilf e nérvad by publishicgd foar feprer.—Bd;

Hordtts Afried woid thé Brittahi

S. A. P. on the Indian Problem

At the aunual meeting of the Darban General Coancil
of South African Party Headqnarters, Smith Street, on
monday evening. Mr. T. M. Wadley, M.P.C,, invited
the views of the Party on the Asiatie ment,
particularly in regard to the suggestion that the whole
of the Union should be open to the Indiane. ‘

Mr. Henderson nointed ont that this matter had been
repeatedly before Parliament, and he had sdvocated thag
the Indians should be dispersed over the whole of the
Union, They had put that point very strongly before
the Government, and they (the Government) had said
most enphaticaliy that they would not agree to the other
Provinces being thrown open to the Indiams. He (Mr.
Henderson) did not think that the present agreement was
going to settle the Asiatic question., The Indian Govern-
ment, throogh Mr. Sastri, the- Agent-General for the
Union, was going to press for the betterment of the
Indians in this country—they were going to press for
better education, better housing and better trading
conditions. The agreement had been mede withont
consolting Natal. It was purely an. honourable
ment and if it were not satisfactory to Natal they would
have to press the Government to make other arrangemente,

Mr. Lennox explained that in the conrse of his speech
in the House of Assembly on the Indian question, he
made & special point of this matter, and asked the
Government to throw open the whole of the Union. They
(the Government) looked upon the question as purely a

Natal matter. . ;

Mr. C. P. Robinson eaid the main feature that anpealed
to bim was the appointment of Mr. Sastri, He (the
gpeaker) thoneth it intensely desirable that the Indian
people themselves should learn the difficolties throngh
their own representative on the spot, and added that Mr.
Sastri’s appointment must make for good.— Nutal
Mercury,

" Tribute to Mr. Sastri

The following letter appears in the Natal Witness:-

8ir,—The immence crowd who filled the Town
Hall last night showed by their presence their grati-
tude for your services in arranging the meeting at
which ihe Right Hon. Mr. Sastri spoke.

Every Britisher present must have wished that
Measrs Malan, Roos and other rabid Nationalists,
who in and nat of season, seek to wenken the con—
nection of Somth Africa with the Empire; conld
have been present to hear the statesmanlike appre-
ciation of the value of British rule and Empire justice.

With great delight one listened to thelmasterly
survey and closely reasoned and Incid speech of the
gifted and distinguished orator,

One was at a loss whether to admire most the bril-
liant intellect that conceived the subject aud arrang-
ed the arguments in the clearest manner or the
beauty of diction and facility of expression.

A8 the huge audience dispersed one overheard’
remarks—“An intellectnal treat”—“Beautifally Uto-
pian”’—The Indian problem does not conecern men
of the Sastri type”—"To-morrow we will get down
to the ‘tin tacks,’ to-night we are in the clouds.”

Granted it may be so0, but surely no true citizen of
of the Empire will be any the worse for the ip-
8piring address that so wonderfully described our
heritage. ‘

To many Mr. Sastii's address will give a new
orientation of the Indiau problem thiat may help
t0 ad homourable solution fd thd idtéfestd of
Hoiotrdi=Ydurd] td)

fediupg _Ilmsjmu"
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"INDIAN QPINOIN’

(Threri §t(gry v;_t_ M1¥ Experiments
ToCM it-h mth A
[EESCID I B [‘B? M, Kp' GANDHI .

gt s e Par' lll- 1

YL S TN .---Chaptﬂr‘V.,- '

‘W ., EDUCATION oF QhrLDREN.

hen I landend. at Parbay in January 1897, 1

had three children with meg';ny gister’y son aged 10,

an Er sonp peed Q. and 5. Where was I to edn-
cal =11 AT - -

. ,cqr;llﬂ have gent them ta the acheols of the Egro-
pran children, bpt qnly ‘as a matter of favons and
excaplion, . For no other Indian childrea: would he
allowed,; : F_oidt,hqm_. thare were schools established
by Chrigtian Mission,. bt I wag not prepared to send
my - shildrgn. there, aa?l did not like the educatiop
imparted in those pehoals, For .one thipg, the
medinm of jpgtenetion there wonld he qnly English, -
o:ﬁﬂlﬂrhapﬂ incarreet Tamil or -Hindi, wh‘ich toa -
could be arranged not withoyt difficuity, : I cquld
Doj Rosgibly put up with this and other digadvan.- .
tages. , 1 was making my own attempt to teach tham |
bt that was at-hest. irregnlar gnd I conld nob get
hold of 2aaltable Gniapa teacher, = - .

<} Wag. ak .my wits' end. -§ adwertised. for an
Engligh teacher wha would teach the childpen under. .
my-dizection. . Spmp regylar jnsgraction was to he
gixen them by Wig teacher and for the pest they
shonld ke gatisied with what Tittle 1 could giva them
irregularly. 8o I engaged an English governssy qn
£Z. poonth. .- This wout on for somp timq but not
. my r.eahﬂ.fachqn-.--.sﬁn borg acquired pame Guja-
r4f} through my. copyersation and interconrse with
hom, which wag strictly ig Gua?m. } was Iath to..
sendt thom. bagl to India for I beliaved aven then .
that. young ghildren should not pe separated from-
their parents.” The education that children natprallp-
pick up in a well-orderd household is impossible in
hostels. I therefore -kept- my children with me,
1 did send my nephew and my elder son to be
educated at. yesidenti 8.in IudigTfor a fow
" months, bg‘ Irﬁ?draboﬁ?tgc }:‘eglll 1 eulll.’?:atter. the
elder. sqn, longafter he had come of age, broke away
Frogp e a0 Fani 3 0 fo. i o High. Sone
iu;ﬁﬁmﬁ. bad, I 'have ‘ay | 'mgrﬁwon that the
- npphew was elisfled with” what I could give him,

nfortunately ho dled in the prime of yonth afjer 4
breif {llnpas, “The other three of my soris have never
been’ ‘4t 4" prblje “dchool,” thongh they did get
so’rr‘fid"'feﬁg’ﬁls(r, schooling in' an_improvised’ gchool
which 1 'sz'ct;sfi-teq‘ 16t the ¢lifldren of Satyagrahi
parents i Sputh Africa] © 0/ et e

“Thedp éxperjments were 8l inadequate, * T conld
nof give the ‘children all the time I wanted to give-
the f_“M‘y"inabi‘lityf give'thérdd enough attention
and’ other’ andvoidable cauges prevented me from
giving them the litera} ' education I desired and all-
myson# hove -had:ecompluintd to make againet me

in thie- inatteon’ - ‘Whenaver they coeme acrogs ag

MiA. or By or evon & Matriculate, they peem to
Iabour andex the handican of 8 wang gf sehgol edu

on, o . :

cﬁﬁévbﬂ'helééii 1 F;g'rii' ‘of opinion that if I had insisted
off their Beihg ' educated “at public- schosls somehow
they would-have been‘deprived ‘of the 'traiting that,
conid be-had only.al the sehopl-of experience or fypm,.
constant -cantAck With parents; I should pever have

een free, as 1 am to-day, from anxiety on their score,
and tha artificial education’ that they could have had

i Ehglaird of* Southy’ Afiies,“tofn ™ from ma, would:

nevorth ive tanght' them the simplicity. and the spirié

of service they show in theirhli‘;lea to'bdﬂy and thein
artificial .ways of living might have peen a serious
SR R e
have"not been’ible to dive them literary ‘edtwed:
tion * #lthier todtheit o o 'my - satistactidn, T am
not- quite “sars; 'ar-I“. ook~ backl - an-mp past years

care?
.
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that X have not done my duty by them to the beat of
my capacity.,  Nor do I regvet having not sent them
to public schools,: On the contrary, I have always
felt that the' undesirable traits Ises to-day in my
eldest son' are an echo of my own undisciplined
and unformulated aarly life. - ¥ regard that part of
Iny lite as & period of half-baked knowledye and
indulgence. It coinclded with the moat impres-
sionable years in my eldest son's life and naturally
ho has refased to regnrd them as my days of indai.
gence aund inexperience. He has on the contrary be--
lisved that was the brightest period of my life. and
the changes effected fu later life have been due to de.
lusion miscnlled enlightenment. And well he might.
Why should he not think that my earlier yeara
ropregented a period of awakening and the later
years of radical ehange ‘were poara of delnsion and
egotlem ? Ofton have I been confronted with varions
posers from' friends : What harm had thare been, if
I had given ‘my boye an academical education ?
What ‘right had 1 thus to clip their wings 7 Why
stould I have come in the way of -their .taking' dew:
grees and choosing their own careers ? com
I do not think that there is mugh point in thess
questions. -} have come in contact with nmeroud
stadents. I have tried mpself or through others ta
impose my edncationnl ‘fada! on other chiidren too sud
I bave seen the results thereof. Thera are s number-
of yonng men to-day contemporaneons with my sons -
aad I do mot think man to man they are any better
thar my song; or that my sons have angihing ta .
learn frem them. - - - T
But' the ultimate results of my axperiments is in -
the womb of the futnre’ My object in digeussing -
this subject heve is thut a student of the hiatory of -
civilisation may have some mensure of the differency .
between disciplined homae education ‘pud school edas:
cation, and of the effect on children of the changes
introdnced by parents in theip livga. 'The porpose:
ofi this chapter is alsn to shaw the axtent to whiok
a votary of truth ie deiven by his expasiments with -
trath, - aa also {o show the wotarg of liberty How..
many ara the sacrifices damanded by that stora zods -

‘dess. Had ¥ ‘beedblind to a gensa of seli~reapeat, .

and allawed myself to -he patiafied with baving for
my children the education that other children eonld
not get, I ghapld gertainly -have given them, literary. -
edupatipn, but deprived them of the gbiagt-lesson in
liberty and splf-respect, that I guve them at'the cot
of a literary ‘education, =Aumd where & cholce has to
bé inade between liberty and learning, who will'not
8ay ‘thak the former has to be preferred a thausand
times to thelatter? .. .., . .- . . . .
‘Thq youths whem I smll,e%smt. in 1920 from these
citadels of slavery—their sc polg and colleges—and
whom I advised that it was far better Eo remain um- -
lettered aud break etones for the sake of libarty than
to go in for  a literary education with the ohaing of
slavary, will probably be able now 40 brace my gdvige
teitggoprce,, .. Lo T T
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