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MR. SASTRI'S SPEECH AT ESCOMBEY

BEFORE A EUROPEAN AUDIENCE ‘

PEAXING to a crowded Eoropean audience at
S Escombe on July 28, Mr: Sastri made a
gtirring plezs for mautual toleration and
asked his audience to regard the problems with
which they were confronted and which they were
seeking to solve from the wider viewpoint 9f the
British Commonwealth, Amid applause he said that
wherever the Union Jack flew it encouraged the free
sympathies of people and had brought peace, con-
tentment and goodwill, He not, he said, going
to pettle the Indian problem. That was their business,
They were the people to settle the problem, He
. twas in Sounth Africa to take a humbler partin the
matter if he were allowed to do so. They would
remember not many months sgo a very drastic
remedy seemed to meet with the approval of great
numbers amongst them and it led to the initiation
of legislative measures of a correspondingly drastic
character aeainst Asiatics in general and Indians in
particular. The Capetown agreement arrived at
last January between the representatives of India
and those of this conntry hit upon a solution which
was a sort of compromise, which sought to atiract
the same end by means less drastic than those sng-
gested. In consequence the contemplated bills
were withdrawn. The remedy proposed was two-—
fold-in the first place by an approved system of as-
isted emigration, the Indian population wasto be
reduced considerably, so that the problems wers
brought within limits of managability. Then,
seeing that the more backward part of the commu-
nity were no longer here, the people of this country
andertook, according to the agreement, by a process
of upliftment, to help those people left hereto be-
come proper citizens of the sab-continent, and to fit
them in with the South African order of things,
He had no wish to enter into loeal politics even if he
had necessary knowledge, but he understood that
the Indian question and the Cape Town agreement
and legislation recently passed to carry it out, had
all been treated as non-party questions, he eould not
bring himself to believe that the desire of the people
of this country was to put themeelves into opposi-
tion with anether part of the Empire.

It is the moderate man’s point of view that pre-
vails ip the long ran. In regard to this agreement
I appeal to you to look at things from this point of
view. However diffident you may feel let me
appeal to you as citizens of the same Commonwealth
to look at the guestion from the point of view that
takes in the whole of South Africa and then the
British Commonwealth, It does not affect India
and South Africa slone. Any solution that you
might reach will affect very much larger interests
than those of Natal although I will not deny that
you are concerned very much moare than other
people. Very often however indirect results are far
more important than direct resnits,. Remember
that this is the first agreement concluded between
different parts of the Empire without the interven-
tion and assistance of Qreat Britain herself.
(applavse). Before ome part of the British Empire
has always treated with another part of the British
Empire through the London authorities. For the

firat time they have stood aside and South Africa
and India resolved that they should sit round a table
together and arrive at & solution. That solution has
now been put forward and I appeal to yon to
copsider this matter as one affecting the whole of the
British Commonwealth. Consider the departure as
on ite trial, Hereafter, if we succeed in this agree-
ment it will be compitent not only for South Africa
and India but any two parts of the British Empire
to gettle their disputes between themselves and it is
necesgsary, it seems to me to establish such a prece-
dent. .You are a self-governing nation ‘and from all
accounts as nearly equal to Great Britain within
this Commonwealth. India does not possess this
status but we believe, we have faith that we are also
marching towards the same goal which yon have
reached already, It behoves us therefore to see that
the experiment begun tnder these anspices is attend-
ed by such success that in the fature its example
will be followed all throngh the British Common-
wealth, Moreover you have always to remember
that the British Commonwealth—excnse me bring-
ing up that point again- and again but I am asking
you to look at this problem from its chief aspect—
the British Commonwealth stands in the world for
certain high ideals far which other political organi-~
sations are not fitted. The British Commonwealth
is composed of a variety of races, a variety of
cultures and a variety of civilisations. The British -
Commonwealth has so far established a political
supremacy over other political empires by being
able to hold all these differing factora together in
bonds if not of actual love at least in bonds of
mutaal tolerence and forbearance. Its great merit
is that it recognises the great principles of fair-play
and justice in an even-handed manner  batween
people and people between raceand race. It does
not geek at any time to trample the principles,
or the wishes, or the self-respect of any one of the
numerous commaunities palnting the Unon Jack.
(applanse). It gives them in so far as the suze
ranity of Great Britain will allow free scope for
individual characteristics,. Whether in religion,
gocial life, or even in the ways of economic pros-
perity Great Britain has allowed subject people to
develop their own characteristics. ( applause ). -
The Union Jack wherever it flies has brought peace
and good-will. Its high principles are recognised
through-out the world and I hope that nothing will
be done in South Africa or in Natal which will make
any peoples whatsoever desirous of goetting away
from the protection of the Union Jack. I hope that
whatever is done, whatever course is taken you will
always proclaim to the world that those outside the
Union Jack had better come under it. {At this stage
there was some interruption.) * If my friend had not
Interrupted me at that time” proceeded Mr. Sastri,
ke would have heard me pass on to another aspect
of the question. (applause) I shall only say before
passing on that we in India know no other flag.
(applause). We have only got the Union Jack.
Now, ladies and gentlemen, a great deal is st stake if
a wrong seolution of this problem is reached and a
solution based upon justice and fairplay is avoided
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for nothing is as terrible for the people to look for-
ward to ag the prospect of a struggle between conti-
nent and continent, between raca and race, between
the different colours amongst humanity. More than

one obaerver is frightening us with the prospect if

the present order of things continnes of thers being
8 world war, Whather that prognostication is wise or
unwige it is not for @ very small person like
me to examine but some of the best thinkers
of the time have discussed how we may best
avert such a calamity. Tt appears to me who
have seen some parts of ths world that the
greatest protection lies within the British Common-
wealth. Tt is here that the most contrasted civilisa-
tion comes together and here that there is something
which enables us to overecome the difference in
practical polities in a spirit of mutual good-will.
Now what a mistake it would be if a wrong turn
were taken within this British Commonwealth, if we
do anything which will aceentuate this differance in

bolities instead of composing them as much ag -

possible, The Capetown agreem>ut seeks by means
of a compromise to abridge these differences to help
us to look forward to a time when these differences
will have totally disappeared. You are invited to
consider the Indian population living here ag co-
citizens of the same political system., At the pre-
sent moment I am to speak to you only about the
agreement and what it includes. Anything beyond
the agreement I am not commissioned or anthorised
by the Government of India to mention and I have
no desire to bpen ground already spoken abont.
The agreement deals with two or three matters of
the greatest consequence to the Indian community
here. I will not deal with all of them but deal with
those of them of the greatest possible moment.
That is the requirement that every' provincial ad-
ministration should conduct an enquiry into the
conditions of edacation in the Indian commnunity in
their province. For, although the agreement wag
concluded between the Government of Tndia and the
Union Government the matter of education and
sanitation have come tc he entirely a provineial
discharge. In connection with this arrangement the
Union Government has only promised to recommend
this course to' the provincial administrations. That
course ‘to be taken is one of the things to be done
here in Natal and it devolves npon you to see that
that agreement is carried out. Now this inguiry
into education will take a long time to complete
the work and it will be a long time before any per-
ceptible difference may be detected, It ig necessary.
however that there should be as little delay as possible
I know that the Provincial administration can do
nothing which requires the expenditure of money
without being fairly sure of the support of the pro-
vincial council. .Now the provincial legislative
council will act only in accordance with the opinion
of the province and I trust that this opinion will be
given along the_ lines, the guiding lines, of the agree-
ment, That is the appeal that I desire to make to
this audience. - You who are the electorate must see
to it that younr opinion ie stated that the commission
of inquiry to be appointed by the province to look
into Indian education receives your support. Iam

ﬁot in possession of all the facts and it will be some-

time before I master that part of the question but

you are living in daily contast with the facts of
the question and you will realise the necessity
of the necessiry 8teps being taken at once. In
India there is a certain scepticismo in regard to this
agreement. As you know it is best that this agree-
ment starts with the good-will and eordial support
of both commaunities. You know there are people
everywhere who will not easily pass from one idea
to another unless taken by main force through
the process. It is necessary te convince those
people of the good which will be wrought by this
“gentleman’s agreement” of Capetown. This con-
viotion you will agree, it is necessary to produce
without delay. It is in your power to bring about
that consammation, the appointing of an edacation
commission to enqaire into the conditions of Indian
education in this province.

Now, lalies and gentlem sn, thers are certain other
subjects included in the agreemsnt, one for instance
deals with the hounsing conditions of the Indian
community, another deals with trading licenses, yet
another with the position created by the Industriat
Conciliation Act and the Wages Act. Although
these are important it ia not my purpose to deal with
them in my address to you now. All that I desire
is to see the agreement started in fair effort. If you
concern yourselves with the appointment of the
commission I referred to it scems to me that you
will have done all we can expect you to do in the
immediate future for the Indian commanity,

I know, ladies and gentlemen, that you have the
political power. The Indian community lost the
political franchise two or three years agoe. They
are therefore entirely in political bond to you—they
are in faet your subjects. They have no part or
letter in determining any point. You are the arbi-
trators of their destiny. It iz not right for me to
remind youn 6f the righteons principles of the Britisk
Commonwealth? You are mostly British in this
province and there are certain ways in which you
can use your political power. Before the Capetown
agreement there was a great danger that the political
power might have been used as it should not have
been used. But after the sgreement was brought
about it seems to me that a new 8pirit began and
am loath to believe that it will again lose ground in
Natal or in other parts of South Africa, I believe
that its just here that the word “cricket” will be
understood, that here there will be even-handed ,
justice and fair-play of which the British Common-
wealth is but 2 synonym. (applause). I bave come
to the end of my remarks. My wish is to further
the good-will between our peoples. Far be it from
me to say anything that will prevent that happy
consummation. If I have erred in that direction
believo me it is owing to an jnability to express my
thoughts and not at all to a desire to be offensive in
any way (applause). I desire solely to anderstand
you and if poseible, to beseech you to underatand
me (applause).

~ Mr, Sastri addressed an exclusively Eoropean audience
at Maritzburg on Thursday on “South Africa, India and
the British Empire.” He also addressed the Rotary Clab
&' their fortnightly lanch at thé Imperial Hote).
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Notes and News

HE Indian community joins South Africa in
welcoming a distinguished visitor to this

Jand in the perron of Mr. L. M. S. Amery

the Secretary of States for the Dominions and Colo-
pies. Mr. Amery comes here to study at first band
the conditions prevailing in this country and to meet
its public men on the spot, in order that on _hla re-
tarn he wonld be more meeful both to his own
Government and the partner Governments with

which he has to deal.

A very interesting point in regard to the definition
of Indian immigrant serionsly affecting especially
the colonial-bora Indians was raised ina test case
in which the Directors of the Eagle Cabinet
Works, Limited were charged under the Wages
Act in the first Criminal Court, Durban for under-
paying their Indian workers, Mr. W. Burns Asgsistant
Protector of Immigrants, when cross-eximined for
the -defence, stated that descendants of Indian

" immigrants, although born in Natal, were regarded
as being Indian immigrants for the purpose of the
qnarterly retnrns. Judgment in the case which was
reserved will be awaited with great interest by the
Indian community,

We reproduce elsewhere in this issue a memoran-
dum addressed by Councillor Kemp to the Darban
Town Council in connection with the Indian Agree-
ment in which he asks the Town Counncil to enter
into official communication with the Union Govern-
ment and the Agent of the Government of India
in connection with Indian housing conditions pro-
vided for in the uplifting of the Indian community
Clause (2) (c). If Mr. Kemp wishes to wear a
feather in his cap for being instramental in calling
the Round Table Conference we will not begrudge
hin doing sc. Bat in fairness we shounld remind
Mr. Kemp that it was long before Mr. Eemp came
on the scene that Mrs. Sarojini Naidu made the first
suggestion of a Round Table Conference and it was
repeated later by Mr. Thomas, the Colonial Secretary
under the Labour Government, when he visited
South Africa. Mr. Kemp's desire to see that the
Agreement i8 honoured in every way in so far as
Durban is concerned will indeed be appreciated by
the.Indian commupity. A first step in that direc-
tion would be to support the Agent of the Govern-
ment of India in his move to improve the educa-
tional conditions of the Indian community which
forme the first part of the upliftment clause of the
Agreement referred to by Mr. Kemp. He hus perhaps
forgotten to refer to it in his memorandum. In
view of the fact that Mr. Kemp is desirous, of honour-
ing the Agreement he will no doubt correct his
mistake and do everything in his power to assist in
the fulfilment of the first part of the clanse before
proceeding to the second. .

A serious charge was made against Indian tailors
in the Nolal Adverfiser Jdated Avgust 3, by Mr.
Admund Weston, a partner in the firm of Messrs
Weston Bros, of the Cloth Hall, West Street. Among
other things Mr. Weston said: “a point which
might be noted by those who deal with Indian tailors
is that in many cases the suils are made ander the
most unhygienic conditions and with sweated labour,
and should disease be abont infection may be readily
tmpsmitted from the maker of the suit to its wearer.”
It is easy to make an assertion bat it is difficalt to

prové it and Mr. Weston might find it difficalt, if L
put to the test, to prove his assertion. Is ,that”’

asgertion not made perhaps to scare the Eurppean
customers away from Indian tailors ? But gssuming
1t % be true in some cases it only poiats o the need

of more wigilance on the part of sanitary. inspectors
and above all to the improved facilities for education

among Indians. o . -

We have received a cable message from Ar, C. ﬁ
Andrews in which he wishes ua to convey his love

to all. : . o
“CART BEFORE THE HORSE”

R. Sastri’s move in 'the direction of
improving the facilities for education
of the Indian community in accordance with
Clause 1 underthe heading “the upliftment of
the Indian community” in the Agreement’
which reads infer alia that, “in the provision
of educational and other facilities a'consi:'
derable number of' Indians” who. remain’
part of the permanent population should not
be allowed to Jag behind other sections'of the”
people,” and Clause 2 (a) which provides,’
“in  view of the ' admittedly grave’
situation in respect ' of *Indian - education’
in  Natal,” *for ' the’ 'appointment ‘of !
Provincial ~ commission’ ' of ihquiry “and’
for obtaining the assistance of ‘_an‘-'éduc’a—{ '
tional expert from the Governmént ‘of Frdia’
for the purpose of such inquiry, is described
by the Natal Mercury as putting the .cart
befure the horse, and itsuggeststhat Mr. Sastri
should leave the question of education in
abeyance and jump on to the second part
of the Clause’ dealing with sanitafy "and’ ;
housing conditions. Our contemporary was |
satisfied with Mr. Andrews when he said -
that the question was one of better lilcousmg |
and better education. But when Mr. Sastri/
took up one of the two questions, namely, !
the question of education our contemporary |,
blamed tir. Sastri for giving a more political '+
edge to the Indian demands. Now Mr- Sastri '
has notalluded to the political question at all, |,
and, in fact, he has stated mostemphatically on’r
more than one occasion that he is going 0 |
stick to the four corners of the Agreement.
One would like to know, in the circumstances, '
what precisely is in the mind of our contem-
porary. Would it like the maiters -con-
tained in the Agreement to be dealt with all -
together? Mr. Sastri is of course taking it
step by step and that is as far as. one-
could expect Mr. Sastri or anyoneé to go. |
Does our contemporary fear that. if Indians -
be given better faciiities for education they -’
might ' beécome educated and claim .e ';'ﬂ,‘
political " rights ? Iflltha.t';‘,.is so" them®that °
will =be another- problem  #hich will ,
require anothér round table “conference to
decide! But if the real grievance against

L

the Indian is that his standard of hygiene ..
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and sanitation is lower than that of the
European then that could be impraved only
by bettering their standard of education.
It Jis up to those that agree that the Cape-
town Agreement is a “ Gentleman’s Agree-

nr

ment”[and that desire to honour that Agree-
ment to give their fullest support and assis-
tance in the fulfilment of every one of its
clauses. But the Nata! Mercury has not a
word tq say ip support of the very first step
takenstrictly inaccordance with the very first
clause of the Agreement, and hasactually come
qut tq dictate to the Agent of the Govern-

mep of. India to leave all his activities in
connection with the first part of the clause

and to jumpjon tq the second part, just be-
cayse that is to its liking. Apart from the
wisdom or atherwise of it there is certainly
a smell of insjncerity in such an attitude and
we will Jeave it to the reader to judge whe-
ther it is Mr. Sastri that is putting the cart
before the horse or whether it is not the
Natal Mercury that is :trying to da soin
the present instance.

Arrival of Pundit Bhawani Dayal
Message From Mrs. Naidu '

We welcome Pundit Bhawani Dayal who comes
amongst ng with a further gi)t.le of Sanyasi on this
occasion. Pundit Bhawani Dayal it will be remem-
bered was one of the members of the South African
Indian Congress Deputation that went to Indis in
connection with the Areas Reservation Bill. Pundit

_Bhawani Dayal arrived by the Kkandalls last
Wednesday and was received by the officials and
memhery of the Congress and was given a welcome
reception at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall the same
ovening, The Pundit has brought with him a
meseage from Mra. Sarojini Naidu which reads as
follows :—

Dear friends, — I am gending you this message of
my affection by the hand of Bbai Bhawani Dayal
who ig returning to South Africa after a long and
govere illness to coptinue his labour of love among
the poor brethren of the community on whose
gocial and moral wuplift and advancement so much
of the future of the Indians in that country depends.

would urge you once more, as I used to so often
when I ‘was in your midst, to feel and think and
act with one heart, mind and strength ; to be perfect
in your nnity inall struggles and demands and
undertakings. I would urge yoq again to look on
yourselves as true and responsible citizens of South
Africa with equal right and duties in that beautifal
land which has for so many generations been your
real motherland. :

The highest .token of love you can place towards
India, your old ancestral country, is by devoting
your best energies and talents in making a fine mo-
ral @ind intellectual and "economie contribution to
the prosperity and progress of South Africa itself,

This can ‘only be achieved by wide-spread educa-
tion among eyery section of the Indian community
and by the recognition of the commeon brotherhood
that binds every Indian whether colonial born or

Indian born irrespective of his status, vocation,
oreed or capacity. Every Indian should consider

himsslf his brother's keoper and the gmardian ¢
India’s honour in South Africa. I hope that yo
will all give Mr. Srinivasa Sastri your loyal anl
loving co-operation in his difficult and delicate tas 4
on your behalf and interest. Your unity wonld bl
his chief source of encoonragement and his bes
authority to speak and act in your name, I send t
each of vou and all of you my love and frieutluhip‘
Your affectionate friend and preasident,
SAROJINI NAIDU

Capetown Agreement and
Housing

Councillor Kemp's Memorandum

The following memorandum in ¢onnection with
the Indian Agreement and its provisiona in their
relation to Durban has been addressed to the Town
Council by Councillor H, H. Kemp :—

“With reference to the agreement between the
Governments of the Union and of India, as the resalt
of the round table conference initiated more or less
on my motion in the Durban Town Counecil on April
20, 1925, and as it isin my opinion desirable that
that agreement should be honoured in every way so
far as Durban is concerned, I wish to draw the
attention of the Town Council to that portion of the
Agreement which deals with the uplifting of the
Indian community Clause (2) (c) which indicates
that the Union Government is willing ‘(¢) to take
spacial steps under the Public Health Act for an
Investigation into the sanitary and honsing conditions
in and around Durban which will include the
appointment of an advisory committes of representa-
tive Indians.

“On my suggestion in February, 1924, and with
the mid and assistance of the late Dr. Ross, the then
Chairman of the Local Association, the Town Counncil
undertook a close investigation into the sanitary and
housing conditions of the Indian commaunity at
South Coast Junction and Sea Veiw. The result
showed an appalling state of affairs. In other arcas,
on the outskirts of the Borough, I have noted similar
conditions, and quite apart from the question of the
extension of the Borough bounderies and all that,
which I trust will be dealt with at the Couneil
meeting on Aung. 22, 1927, I think that the Town
Counncil shonld enter into official communication
with the Union Government and the Agent-General
of the Government of Imdia with a veiw to imple-
menting the section of the Agreement referred to
above,”

Durban Town Council
Committees

The standing commmittees of the Durban Town
Council, which constitute, in eflect, the internal
machinery for the management of the town, were
appointed at a meeting of the Council-in-Committee
on Tueadny afternoon, the Mayor (Mr, H. L. Buz-
zard) presiding.

Following is the personnel of each committee, the
Mayor being an ex officio member of all standing
commitiees :—

FINANCE COoMMITTEE.—Mr. John Williamson
{chairman), Mr. F. H. Acutt (vice-chairman), Mrs.
Siedle, Mrs. Benson, Messrs. T. Burman, A, Eaton,
H. H. Kemp. J. Hutt, A. L. Clark, M. Cornelius,
and the Rev. A, Lamont.

GENERAL PURrosiEs CouMrrTEe.—Mr. T, Burman
(chairman), the Rev. A. Lamont (vice-chairman),
Mra. Knight, Dr. H, E. Arbuckle, Mensrs, P. 8. Mc
Namee, W. Wanless, O. Lea, A, L. Clark, H. R
<{ickins, and ¥. H. Acutt. T
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PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTRE.—Mra. Siedle (chair-
man), Mre. Benson {vice-chairman), Mre. Koight,
Dr. H. E. Arbuckle, Messrs. H. H. Kemp, P. S.
McNamee, and W. ‘Wanless.

WORKS' CoMMITTEE.—Mr. John Hutt {chairman),
Mr. 'O. Lea (vice-chairman), Mrs. Benson, Messrs M.
Corneling, A, Eaton, H. K. Wickins, and F. H. Acutt.

ELECTRICITY COMMITTEE.—Mr.” A, L. Clark
(chairman), Mr. A. Eaton (vice-chairman), Mrs, Siedle,
Messrs, M. Qorneline, H. R, Wickins, A, Lamont, and
P. 8. MoNames.

MARKETS ABATTOIR AND NATIVE AFFAIRS OOM-
MiTTER.—Mpr, M. Oornelius (chairman), Mrs. Knight
(vice-chairman), Mrs. Benson, Dr. Arbuckle, Messrs.
J. Williamson, Wanless, and H. H, Kemp.

JOINT ADVISORY BoARD.—Mr. A. Eaton {recom-
mended by the Council 8s chairman), Messrs, H. L.
Buzzard, F: Burinan, O. Lea, H. R, Wlekms. and
J. Willmmson '

BUILDING PLANS SuB.CoMMTTTEE—Mr. 0. Lea
(chairman), Mrs. Benson, Mra, Biedle, Measrs. F. H.
Agutt, M. Cornelius, and H. H. Kemp. In view of
the greatly increased work dealt with by this com-

mitted, it was decided fo’ give it practically the
status of a standing commitfee, with tertain limited
powers, and in order to expedite its businss it will
report 'direct to the Council, instead of through the
Works Cominittee, i the case of approved plans:
—Nalal Mercury.

Taroh sy yT

Mr. Sastri Addresses City
Indian Women

The H. Y. M. A. Hall tas crowded on Tuesday
the 2nd inst, when the Ri ht Hof. Srinivasa ‘Sastri
addressed the gathering ﬁnder the auspices of the
Maritzbuig Indian Women s Association. The front
part of the hall presstited 3 gorgeats hasa of colours
of the saris of the women, while the background to
the gallery was 4 contrast lo the' more gomber dresy
of thie neh,

Mra, A.J. Chonoo presided, and on behalf of the
Todian Women of Maritzburg extended 2 very cordial
welcome to Mr .

Whén the pictureaque ceremony of garlandmg
the guest was over, Mrs. R. B. J, 8p in
Hindustani associzted herself with the remarks of
Mrs, Choonoo.

Mr. Sastri received a great ovation. He pleaded
ignorance as to the objects of th,e association or
their past work. When he saw among the audience
women dressed as the women of India, said Mr.
Sastri, he felt that he was back among his own
sisters. He wished to kmow morp about the circum-
tances in which their life “was cast, their duties
and their daily task. For the diffioulty of his posi-
tion he asked them for their sympathy and’ consi-
deration.

Women in India

Mr. Bastri then spoke of the condition of the
women, in India. There i§ a wall, ha gaid, and as
far as opg can judge it ig still as unbroken as ever.

“‘hroughont upper India, Bengal, punjab and
the g:eatex part of fndm_, women #till livein the
seclusion of the ‘ purdah’ Ong does not know, how
far knowledge bas penetrated through the veil.”

& ‘That the men of India had enjoyed the frnits of ci-
vilisation and that women have remained withoutany
sbare of xt.” was to Mr. Sastri a sad thing to con-
template. “Women kept in that condition,” he eaid,

‘werg bonnd to draw men down to their level. Even
in Bengal with the exception of those of the Brah-
mug 1. men with extmordmnry mtelhgenee and,

tured fine arts, the position, of women was
anything b q,t esrful. In the Deccan and Madras

one sees u:nprovemeﬁt. There she enjoys the great-

est posgible freedom. She remains wnmarried lmtll
21 or 22, and has ah education to the umversrty

standard. She has falsified the prognostication of
the great aunts, who held the belief that an educated
woman would refuse to perform the duties of her
home or write letters fo the wrong sorf of people.’®
(Langhter.} '
Eastern Womanhoed

Mt, Sastri said the educated women +with the cul:
turs of the pew still possessed the grace of Eastern
womaphood. ' She wai just as modest and retjriny’
a8 before. She vied with others in the entertainment
of her guests, even if she had obtained the ¥.A:
de, , thorigh gome gow were even takmg Iaw

n “the Deccan at pubhc rieetings women ﬁlled
unite half the hall and took an intelhgent part in the
gmcuselon

Mr. Sastri related that at & meetitig the father
spoke against womehn’s franchisd, when the dapghtet
mads a fing ﬁghtmg speech for the “cthér side, He
quoted this instance as by nQ means unpamlfeled.

Tn Madras there were two large polleges tedclitng’
up to’ M.A., which were chock fall and if a third
college twas’ opened he thonght that’ la three weelni"
there would be'no room, 80 greap 2 démand was therd
for education gmong women. In Madras alio wag
the first appointiment made of women as honord.ry
magistrates, and there were two womeil mumclpal
councillors who were doing excellent work. m

‘Proceeding, Mr. Sastri said that the last fow yeare
had mtnessed great developments and women 'wers
managing organisations without th} assmtance df

men.

Political franchise was' 4 reécent acﬂmsxhon, oﬂgi-)
pating from the Indian Refcrmp Act. ' -

‘In most of the Provinced women had already se-
cured not ony the franchige, but zlso were allowed,
to stand as candidates for the Legislative Cotmeil, Tp
Madrag has fallen® the honour of electing Dr, ntliﬂ
lntchmi, the fipst Deputy President.” ™

Even in England, where women ivers egual tq

men, there were only three women in Parliament.
Mr. Sastri did not think that the wear and tear of
publi¢ life was good for women m ttne respect ‘she
was unequal to men.

In concluding Mr. Sastri said it ‘wus still trtie that’
it was mamly women on whom fell thé berden’ of
preserving the religious practices and cerﬁmonmls s
observance of the old Hindn religion, for men iil '
many ways have fallen far from the bld ideals; "They"
have drifted into agnoahclsm ‘and seepticism, a d
thern thers dre left rione uf their a ancxent behefe

Y.
Mr. Sastri $ Speeci/At vl

The Rt. Hon. Snnnrasa Sastri dﬂxvered the follow
ing apeech at the welcome meetmg held id hm hdd-
out at the Gity Hall on Monday’ August 1 :-2" °

“It is difficult to expresa the gratitude ¥ feel foF
the welcome that has’ been "aecirded to my col*
leagues and myself. [ feol that when the néws of '
the warm welcome we have received ffom the admi.’
nistrator of the” Natal and from ‘the Mayor ‘and
people of Mantzbm-g reaches India, theréd will be
great rejoicing, snd Indians will feel that they have
not gent an Agent across the water & minute 100 so0n.
Lot me say at once that I fully concar in the settle-
ment of the late Mr. Gokhals - first that the Earopsé-
ans must be frea from the feat of being’ swamped by
the Indians, and secondly that the political ascen-
dancy of the Europeans in this country. must never
be questioned. Both these principles have been ao:
cepted by the Indians, " The fear has been expressed -
in some quarters that I might go outside the fou

corners. of .the Capetown Agreement, but I am hey
a8 a servaut of the Indian Government, and therefor®e

{

-
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cannot possibly open any question which that
agreement does not cover. I will take this opportu-
nity of answering that small section of the local
Indisns who are opposed to the agreement. ‘These
Indians do not believe that the agreen.ent will better
their position or that I can help them by
coming to South Africa as the official representative
of the Indian Government. The agreement provides
nvot only for thoss who wish to be repatriated but
also for those who have decided to remain in South
Africa, It was undoubtedly folt that when a portion
of the Indians had been repatriated, the remainder
conld be comfortably settled here without the Euro-
peans feeling that they were being swamped. It is felt
at the present time that the masses of the Indians
at present in Natal were unfit to live amongst the
Europeans, and therefore, it appears to me that the
basis of the compromise was to uplift the remaining
Indians in order to solve this part of the problem.
It is in connection with this contention that most of
the Indians who are opposed to the agreement made
their objection. They felt that they, descen-
dants of one of the oldest civilisations, could not
justly be classed as unfit to live among the Euro-
peans of South Africa. Under the Indian Relief
Act of 1913, provision was made for free passages
and bonuses for Indians wishing to be repatriated.
This scheme worked well for a time, but later the
number of applicants for repatriation diminished so
much that the Union Government realised that the
serpant ‘was again raising its head, and it was then
that they invited the Government of India to agree
to a step towards solving the problem, It came to
the notice of the Indian Government that the Union
Government intended . to pass certain Bills that
.would prove detrimental to the welfars of South
African Indians, and were framed, it was openly
admitted, with the deliberate intention of forcing
the Indians to' leave South Africa, On realising this,
the Indian Government decided that it was a matter
of urgency to stop these Bills going through, and
to make an agreement between the two countries.
They went into this agreement very carefully and
decided that it was of the utmost necessity. One of the
most important clanses in the agreement is that -deal-
jog with Indians remaining in South Africa. These
Indians must look to the uplifting fof their nation
and endeavour to fit into South Africa and become
good citizens of this country. The Europeans must
not allow these Indians to lag behind the rest of the
population.
as a menace in South Africa and have been thought
fit only to be sent back to India, The agreement
is '@ compromise. There must be give and take
and it seems to me that the Indians have given some-
thing and have received something very substantial
in its place. :

To the Xuropean section of my audience
I would appesl to them to remember that
my mission here is one of peace, I wish to leave
things better than I found them—to leave Euro-
peans and Indians determined 4o work together
as co-citizens of South Africa. You are members
of a self-governing race, and your legislature
depends largely wupon public opinion. It cannot
move wuntil you move it by the rnomentum
of your wishes you must move it in this ques.
tion, both in the repatriation part of this agree-
ment and ,also in the uplifting of the Indian left
behind. It is my hope and my most sincere prayer
that in carrying out the upliftment claumses of the
agreement the government of this country will never
find itself in advance of public opinion. I beseech you
to lay aside the iden that you in Afriea have hitherto
had abont Indians. Times have changed, the world
has moved op and, I hope that you will all enter into
the spirit of the agreement. That agreement provi-
des that you shall have an Indian community in
your midst and that you shall endeavour to uplift

Hitherto Indians have bee looked npon .

them. South Africa, I know, is harassed by a vari-
ety of problems both racial and political. We in In-
dia have our problems too, ten times more acute than
yours. We have often made mistakes, but we have
learnt one lesson through the ages, which in ail
homility, I wounld pass on to you. We do not say
to any race or community no matter how they have
been brought into our country “we don’t want you,
clear out.” Rather do we take them to our bosom
and we all live together. 'We make no law to panish
any people for their race or colour. We have learned
that lesson under the British flag, which gunarantees to
all alike, peace, full opportunity for developement.
It does not allow one race to dominate over
another. I implore you to ftreat Indians with
sympathy and toleration, They have their de-
fecta and weaknesses, but who have not? We
are all victims of circumstances, and these Indians
are here nnder circumstances over which they have
had no control. Oppressed, as they have andoubt-
edly felt themselves to be, they have not yet risen
to their full statare., If you help them, you will
find them fit to live among yon as good South Afri-
can citizens of whom you need be neither ashamed
nor afraid. Bat do not believe for a moment that
I advocate race mixture. All who have lived in
India have seen the dieastrous consequences which
come from snch attempts at removing racial distine-
tion. I myself come from a race—Brahmin—which
amid a sea of surrounding nationslities, has kept its
blood pure. We are proud of it, undaly proud per-
haps, but onr belief is that the races can meet toge- .
ther socially, can live together economiecally and
politically, can work tozether and yet preserve their
own individualities. No race need become impure °
unless it makes the choice deliberately.

I appeal to Earopeans and Indians alike to help
carrying out the agreement by drawing together and
exhibiting more active sympathy with one another’s
point -of view, I have ventared to plead to-night in
a manner which is foreign to my usnal practise be-
cause I feel that here in the capital of Natal I may
got to the very root of the question by indicating
that the solution of the problem requires a changed
meuntality on the part of both races. If I have ven-
tured too far let me apologise but if you feel that I.
bhave shown you the heart of the problem then I
think that you will acquit me both of impertinente
and olso of wasting several hours of yonr t:ime.‘/ﬁ

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

(BY M. E. GaxpHI] °
Part 111

Chapter I11I.

Tue OaLy Arrer THE STORM

I had not yet left the police station when after two
days I was taken to see Mr. Escombe. Two constables
were sent to protect me, though no such protection
waa then needed. '

On the day of landing a8 soon o8 the yellow flag was
lowered, a representative of the Nafal Adverfiser came
to interview me. He asked me a number of questions,
and in reply I was able to refute every oue of the charges
that bad been levelled against me. Thacks to Sir Phe-
rozeshah Mehta, I had deliyered only written apeeches
in India, and I had copies of ther all, ag well a8 of my
other writings, I gave the interviewer sll thia literature
and showed him that in India I had said wothing which
I had not slready £aid iz South Africa in atronger langn-
age. I algo showed him that I had no hand in bringing
the passengers of the §. 8. Courland and Naders to South
Africa. Many of them were old residents, and most of
them, far from wanting to stay in Natal meant to go to
the Transvaal. In those days the Transvaal offered
better prospects than Natal to those coming to search for
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wealth, and most Indians, therefore, preferrred to go
there.

This interview, and my refosal to prosecnte the
assailanta, produced such a profonnd impression that the
Europeans of Dcrban were ashamed of their conduct.
The Press declared me to be innocent and condemned the
mob. Thus the lynching ultimately proved to be a
blessing for we, that is for the canse, It enhanced the
‘prestige of the Indian commupity in South Africa and
made my work essier. .

In three or four days I went to my house, aud it was
not loog before I getiled down again. The incident
" added also to my professional practice. L

But if it enbunced the prestige of the commanity, it
also fanned the flame of prejudice against it. As soon
88 it was proved tbat the Indian could put a manly fight
he came to be reparded as a danger. Two bills were
introduced in Natal Legislative Assembly, one of them
calcolated to affect the Indian trader adversely and the
other to impose a stringent restriction on Indian immi-
gration. Fortunately the fight for the franchise had
resulted in a decision to the effect that pe enactment
might be passed against the Indians as such, that is to
say the law should make no distinccions of colour or race.
The language of the Bills above mentioned made them
applicable to all, but their object undoubtedly was to
impose further restrictions on the Indian residents of
Natal,

The the Bills considerably increaesed my public work
ond mede the community more alive than ever to their
sense of duty. They were translated into Indian langn-
ages and exbanstively explained, 2o as to bring home to
the community their snbtle implications. We appealed to
the Colonial Secretary, but he refnsed to interfere and
the Billa became law.

Poblic work began to absorb most of my time. M.
Mansukhlal Nazar who, as I have said, was already in
Darban, came to stay with me, and as he gave his time
to pablic work he lightened my burden to some extent.

Seth Adamji Miyakhan had, in my absence, discharged
bis doty with great credit. - He bad increased the
membership and added about £1,000 to the ocoffers
of the Natal Indian Coogress. The awakening cansed
by the Bills, and the demonstration against the passengers,
I turned to account by making an appeal for membership
and funds, which now amounoted to £5,000. My desire
was to secare for the Copgress a permanent fund with
which it might procure property of its own and then
carry on ita work out of the rent of the property. This
was my first experience of managing a public institution.
1 placed my proposal before my co-workers and they

welcomed it. The property that was purchased was .

leased out and the rent was enough to meet the current

- expenses of the Congress. The property was vested in a
strong body of trastees and is still there to-day, bt it
has become the source of mnch internecine quarrelling
with the result that the vent of the property now accn-
mulates in the court.

This ead sitnation developed after my departure from
South Africa, bat my idea of having permanent funds
for pablic institutions underwent a change long before thig

ifference arcee. And now after considerable experience
with the many public institutions which I have managed,
it has become my firm conviction that'it is not good to
ron public institutions on permanent funds. A perma-
nent fund carries in itself the eeed of the moral fall of
the institntion, A public institation means an instita-
tion conducted with the approval of and from the funds
of the public. When such an institution ceases to have
public sapport, it forfeits its right to exist. Institmtions
maintained on permanent funds are often found to ignore
public opinion and are frequently responsible for acts con-
trary to it. In our country we experience this at every
Btep. Some of the so-called religious trusts have ceased
to render any accounts. The trustees have become the
owners and are respomsible to mome. I have no donbt
that the ideal is for pablic institations to live, like nature,

fro to day.,
%’md“{mhnifm that falla v win puklis sppory have

no right to exist as such. The-subecriptions that an
institation annually receives are a test of ita popularity
and the honesty of its management, and I am of opinion
that every institation should pass throngh that teat.

But let no one misunderstand me. My remarks do
not apply to the bodies which cannot, by their very
natare, be conducted without permanent buildings. What
I mean to say is that the current expenditure be found
from subscriptions voluntarily received from year to year

These views were confirmed during the days of the.
Satyagraba in South Africa. That magnificent cam-
paign extending over six years was carried on without
permanent funds, thomgh lakhs of rupees were n
for it. I can recollect times when I did not know what
would happen the mext day if no subscription came in.
But, I shall not anticipate the fature events, The reader
will find the opinion expressed above borme out in the -
coming narrative.
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