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THE PROBLEM O EHODESEA

BY .

OR some months I had been asked very
urgently «+ the Rhodesian Indian
Community to come up t Rhbo-

desia on a visit in order 1o help the com-
munity which was faced with licensing difh-
culties and also with some suggestions f
a segregation policy at .Bulawayo. News-
paper cuttings rad been sent down to me,
which made me very anxious indeed.

But week after wezk went by and my
time was wholly occupied in Capetown,
especially with the question of safeguarding
the registration certificates already issued in
the Transvaal. The new legislation in the
Union Parliament needed v:ry careful watch-

ing, and I could not possibly be absent for

the space of ten duys, woich was the very
least time that would allow me to go nght up
to Salisbury and Bulawayo and interview the
Governmene and retu'n. For Salisbury is
nearly 1700 miles distant by railway from
Capetown.

But a unique opportosity was given to
me, owing to a deiay in both the Indian
Bills before the Union Parliament, further-
more it became absolutely necessary to
spend at least one day in Johannesburg
aitempting to explain matters there. So on
Friday June 3rd, 1 was able to start on my
long circular-tour with the practical certainty
that the Indian Bills would not come before
Parliament in Capetown until «lter my
return. [t meant running some risk ( for the
Bills may come on at uny moment ) but the
risk wasnot very serious. As a matter of
fact, I shall hope to reach Capetown tomor-
row without any fear of the Indian Bills hav-
ing been brougnt forward in my absence.

My visit to johannesburg wis apparently
a failure. The mass meeting received me
with the uimost- kindsess-.aad . passed a
resolution thanking me for what I had been
able to do. ‘bu all the same, there was very
little inclinaion to accept my advice and
rescind that fatal resolution to secede from
the South African Indian Congress. At
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th- same time, the opportunity to explain -

" fully to the Indian leaders the true: situa—

~and others who might heféhs

"Amendment B,

tion in Capetown and Dr. Malan's attitude -
was one of immence importance, which was.:
well worth a visit to ]ohann&sburg In the-
long run, I still hope for unity and I shall
continue to press for it tiil the end. - :
The jorney to Rhodesia was a very ]ong-»'
one and I was very tired at the end of it, - . -
But the kindly welcome I received from the
Indian Community soon took away any tired
feeling and I was up to my eyesin work..
trying to understand the critical’; situation
and to deal with it as best as I possibly could...-
The immediate factor was a new licensies
clause, in a very long *‘Stamps and Licensing:::
which was . already in’l
drafi and had to be presented to Parliament: :
in the coming week, This ‘new licensing .
clause was very objectionable indeed.: lt.]
brought in a mew ground _for refusing a. Ji--
cense, namely, ‘deprecialion of the value of
neighbouring property.' . But this - .was'got -,
the worst. The mumc:pal authosity had i
only to prove that toey thsmselves were |
not satisfied that the neighbouring g PIoperty
would nof be deprecxated in value !, This,,
negative form has never ‘appeared, to the
best of my knowledge, in any licensing
clause bzfore. For it is obviqus, that there
is vast difference between provmg tha the
value of property wzll be depreciated, and
not being satisfied that it will nof bg depre-
ciated. Yet the new Biil coniemplated 1h¢
latter negative form, rather than the former.
We also objected to this ground of refusal
(depreciation of neighbouring property -
values ) altogetter, because it could so easuy
be racially and invidiousiy applied. - -
We had a v€ry good hearing _’“,l'Fom tlle
Teasurer, whose duty it was to introduce...
the Biil. We also saw the Prime M;msben;;"'
The Iudla;i '
Commuaity also brthlght me befor ?ﬂhe -
Bulawavo _ Mudicipal Council ; and K
i
able to argue out the whole matter vmh
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them1 . The ¢ conversanon went on tﬂl it was
timeto mtch the a.l}l to tapetown. .

One thing impressed me vely much on
my short_visit. _Indians in_Rhodesia_ are
treated “ekactly -in ;the -same way as in the
Cape: -There are no ‘reserved’ -carriages
on the rallwa.y Indi ans. have the full muyi-
cipal and pati lcal‘, ragchise.. Their vote
.carries weight. Undoubtedly a conS{derable
part of the favourable reception which we
received . from-the Minister; and the respect
withotwhich ' wewerestreated, were both due
ta:uthe fact that’ Indians:had the.vdte and
fourcor:five hundred:votes, on a'very small
veting roll;:imight change.- the -character:of
hdlfia dozen seats: . Jt<was. véry noticeable
what careful: attyfition the::leader .of the
Oppositi aid<toxtheIndians, and how
eagerly he:.<§nvassed. for: Indian. support

'-“ " R‘: ‘\ w

Théreiisa krcal:w party-htruig'gle in'operation,
and the pargy-that fitalli'oblains the Indian
voteuis hif];‘y to. win .at the next general
eleation:_ i mafa.t:t-uvery greaﬂy lmpressed
me and: T Saw with niy own eyes* its- value.

W_\lthdljezgard to the problem of *restrlctea

S it sa.ﬁrufﬁr nfeuto*«‘cet.um wia‘) thdesi’a:,
after«paymgm fareWwell visit to: Durban:and
Johannesburg ~uIt:78 now my hope ¥ind in-
tention :tozcatchothe mail steamer; R.M.S:
Karagola' from- Belra-on; July 24 instead of
from: Durbans on-Julgadip In some ways
1 &halil Befsor#y not.to-bé-able to embark at-
Darban 4for ‘1.am véry tired ; but‘l.can see
the: '1mmense41mportaﬁce of spending $ome
more tlme it Rhodesial

o =Dy, L
e w7 v e :

”’ b f" Kndrews
Rhddésia. N
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fﬁq Rei v's '“emé.g’ from giﬂlsf)ury Btatedh—""

Thé Rev, | mn‘ Andrewd, who - visited ‘Rhodesta in
oonpeqpon ﬁwlth eertamhm:;vaneea ©of the: local
1 dmna, entertain ~ak & reeeptlon

Gidng " ‘et ~Oth onstabt Which:

:gwnded{rbw the Speaker of the House:af. Assembly
: Iog: glala ure .and. other promi- ;
nen lﬂtnzend:“' a&g.reas t\;ﬁf “Weleome, presented |
to Mr. Andrews: Sl]‘fg(nttg’ingiéns -thé 1éader of the

gum community. gaid that. hodesia did not suffer
unér the disabilitiss which were auﬂered elsawhere
ant evenifi‘South:Africa; -

ﬁ%n&mﬁ *inL :-t?ly. gn;lreaaad blmure that
ona hetwee th, communities ,were
© gtill, matntained, ““And " that “Hoder se],t'-govgm-
me.nt exin mtﬁ:ta'hsa the' :i\ld tibéral traditions.!
waa—qe in -that unl to kne Rho-
enﬁ m’& ‘Rhodésﬁ‘tnowrndm better for the. .
gooitwill:between:ahe twiccountries to be establish-

ed.on & ﬂrig and atable bam.
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Notes and News

R. C. F. Andrews who has been incessantly
working in connection with the Indian ques-
tion ever since hi® arrival from India last

October paid aflying visitto- Rholesia and bas bronglt
to*light some of the conditiona under which oar Trethersn
are leaving in that Country. - Their vote is their asset
whereby they can make their voice heard and
commaud the respsot of the rulers, OQues thatia lost
thay will themsplves be lost as we aro in the Union. We
can only hope that Rhodesia will not ba infestad by tne
dvil'influnda’of its neighbour and throw over bard the
Irberal tradltxona it has go fong maintata=d,

L e i embi—

The ' Hon:: Mr. Shams.du-Deed who' has arrlved ves
cently on & short visit to the Union paid.a visit to the
Phoenix Settlement last Tuezday. Mr. Shawms-no-Deen was
accompamed by Messrs Sheikh Himed and E A, 'lyeb

a8

The- depumt\on -congisting of Messra R. G. Foord
and- R.:Levisohn, which went t¢ Capstown to inter-
view the Minjster of tho Interoir with regard to
the' Northern Districts Asiatic Bill, have'returned,
writes the | Vryheid correspondenh of the Naiul
Wiiness,. and report that the Minister could not see
his way clear to any further resteict the rights of
Agiatio” injthe Northern Districts as regards trading.
The- Minister. -informed the delegates that the ob,}a(,t
of the Blll was to bring the Northern Distriots in
Nakal" into line’ with' the Transwaal, and in addition
to rastrict. the mumbers: who -would bs entitled to
live:in these districts. The Minister considered that
a8 regards trading hcencea ample protect:on wis
given by = ' ¢

{1} The Tact that, bhe granting or refusal of tracl-
ing licences was in the hands of the Local Boards,
Town Councils and Rursl Licensing Boards, and
that there Was no right of appeal to any Conrt of _,
Law. .. - . .

[6))] 'I‘imt 1aglslat10n prov1dmg the grounds of
objection 'to ‘an application ‘for licence, and providing
a right of appeal to the Sapreme Court, would only
be contemplated when Asiatics have attained to.
Wesdtern 'standards of living, and when their numbers
in; the.Union have been-go far rodaced 3hat Lhay are
no longer & menace to the European population.

The “Postmaster-General . Protoria intimates that
large ‘nuinbers of insufficiedtly prepaid articles
destined for. -placea outside the Union of  South
Africa, are being posted by the public, and he
invités atténtion to the fact that, in accordance with
tha- International’ Postal Union Regalations, all
postal’ matter,.. with the exception of letters and
postcards, must be fally prepaid, failing which it
may not be forwarded to its destination, but must
be-gént to the returned letter office ‘for disposal.
The- rates of postage are fully set out in the Post
Office Guide, but it seems to be necessary to draw
special “attention to those applicable to letters, news:
papers sod other printed matter and commermal
papers. . They-are as follows :(— .

Letters For Great Britain, Egypt, Palestme and
British ‘Pohsessions 2d. per one ounnce and for
foreign. countries 3d. for the first ounce, and 11‘:11.
for each additional onyice.

The -rates for ' newspapers and pnhted papars
generally are, both British arid forexgn, 14d. for t¥o
ounces. < ., 3 v

Oommercial papera all countnea, er per two
omnces, with'a minimfm of 3d. . R

5 & Rl FL Al VNI Y ey

Mr: Jatés Cterar, whi Wasf.‘appombed in 1926 Home

‘member of the Voceroy’s-Execative Council in-succession
. to Sir Alexander Phillips Muddirnan, has been appointed
. Govemor of Paajab,

f—ag, Ly o T ;- s e
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In coonection with the imansanration by the Derban
Towa Conncil of a special Tram rervice for non-Earo-
pearx, referred to in 8 previous issue of this Joornal, Lhe
Tratfice Saperintendent, says the Natal Wilaers, bas
rederaled the belief that the new scheme iz ureat to be
«Anti-Asiatic.”” The Natal Indian Congzress has protested
amainat this scieme not us being Anti-Asia-ic but because
it creates an invidions class distinetion. If the idea was
sot to wound the susceptibilities of and to hurl an
insult to s section of the community who has no voice
in the Government of the country the Town Council
woald bave taken' the more sensible step of increasing
the namber of the existing caes withoat any classificatinn.
Thia tramway questior 3 nat 8 new one nor is thia trick
on the part of the Darban Town Coancil 8 new one, As
we have alresdy stuted no self-respecting Indian will
avail himself of the Town Conncil'a “generosity.”

"The Census Office annonmces that :the final aodit
of the 1926 Cenzas shows that the White popalation
of the Union on May 4, 1926, consisted of 1,676,660
persans. This represenss an incrensz of 10.34 ner cent,
og the 1921 pouulation. The Proviacial Jistribution
and inereases were a8 follow:—

Total

Mulee, Fe nales. Persona.

Cape . e . 927,983 348,554 706,137
Natal .... BL170 77,746 153,916
Trausvaal . . 313,773 294,819 608,622
OFS. ... 104,392 98,593 202,985

Union Total 856,918 819,742 1,676,660

NON-EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
Conference of non-Enropen orgaunisa-
tions, the first of its kind, has been
convened t» meet in kimberley on
June 24, with the object of securing closer
‘cooperatlon among non-Europeans of all
sections.in British S)uth Africa. Together
with other non-European org nisations an
invitation has also been sent to the South
African Indian Congress to send their dele-
gates to the Conference.
Whether Indians can parttctplte in such
a Conference is a question that requires very
careful consideration. : :
Firstly, who are the non-Europeans in
on
Europeans as a whole have not one
common status,, There are.the Coloured
_people including French—creoles and the
. Malays  who are enjoying an enhanced
status as compared with the -Natives and
Indians. Thea there are the Natives who
have again a different status. They stand
really on quite a different footing altogether.
They have their own laws and their own-
restrictions and pnvxleges They are. the
real sons of the soil and they have, therefore,
a far greater claim to this country than the
Coloureds or the Indiuns. They have the
right even to ask the ruleis to remain in this
country as their servants or to quit. They
have, however, not attained the standard of
education or civilisation to enable them

i Pyl oot

to do so; though, nf course, . the pro-
gress they have made during. recent .
years is not a little amazing. Then- there
are the Indians who have come fromlndlg,
an integral part of the British Emplre, to -
another part of the Britise Emipire as citi--
zens of that Empire. They have therefore .
quite a distinctly different status from the
others. Thus each of tae three peoples; of _
whom the so-called non-European class in.
composed stand on a d:stmctly d:ﬁ'erent
footing.
How is it posmble then for Indla.ns to
participate in the non-European Con-
ferenc ? . Each caa morall)rsymgathlsg wtth
the other in ltS ca.use but they ccmnot:. fin
our humble opunon. "imake ~ommon cause.
In the circumstance .we think that if our
representatives at. all go to this Conference
they can do so only,'l‘.o"exchan&e opinion but
not to bind themselves in any way to adhere
to any resolution. : 1
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In ¢>oection with bhe recent re]ectmn ﬁy the  Spéakef
of the Union House of Assembly of the Natal Prownclai
Council resolations on the’ Asiatic dnd the 'Flag ‘Bitig
Mr. Heaton Nirholls asked whether a sr.a.bemenrwoultf
be made for public information as to' the“reasonsd™ fob.
rejecting these resolations and whether, the Sp aker woul’d '
be prepared toaccépt thé resolations” if they ‘wére 8o’
altered as to come within Section 87 of the- Soath Afrl{n
Acii by definitely . recommending legislation of a’ certain
character. In reply the Speaker (Mg B’ G Jansen,
Vryheid) said:— . The ordinary way in whmh the newa
and wishes of outside bodies. throngh hon. ‘members,
except i cases provided for the ‘Sonth" Africa Aet.
Mr. Speaker added that he was not prepared to saj “thaf °
he would intimate the resolutions to the Honsle it their *
phraseology were . altered;  that wag &' hypothetical *
question, but he repeated that in his opmnou the only
resolations which could be formally intimated  to Parlia-
ment were those in which Provincial Councils, $u” terms™
of Section 87 of the South Africa’ Ack, recomended the
passing of any " legislation in, respect 'of which such
Coancils were not compet.ent to make Ordmaneee. oo

R0 e

‘L:dcﬂ st

z v Geenegf by g
Aryan Benevolent Home
. b s e YI"I-} L .
Amversary And TUre .0 Lper

The Aryan Benevolent - Hom»* at Mayville “was tha °
scene of moch acnivibj on Sunday the-12th‘indtant, “In-
the morning the - proceedings commrenced "with~ the:. .
perfomance of Havan, after which election-of ‘officinls’ "
took place. Rules and- regulations  were : revised; finsfi- |
cial statement submitted and otheir matterd'' werd*demit'
with, At 2 p. m. the two learned’ -Punditd, ' Karam
Chand d4nd Pravin Singh; who tecently arrived feom -
India, delivered intereating lectures on- Vams.l Pundif--
Karam Chand spoke, for abont -an- hour! and helf-and
created 8 preat impreision on his heavers: < ¥ajing he
said was the sonl +f religion’ and -those who perforned
Yajna attained salvation.” He regretted that the Hindns -
were glotwly degenerating.' He- appeated:'to them to"
throw -off their lethargy, and -offor ‘themselved or ithe
altar of sacrifice, without which nothing’ of bemefit-t6
the sonl and mind ean be attained. IF-¥ama! wﬁé
sufficiently realised and practised there would'-bd tio:
neceasity for appealing for figancial assistance,” but that
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qphpols, eglleges, Hospitals, and orphanages would
nErmg ap ia galore for the advancement and progress of
the people. Yajna according to the Vedas meant Dty
and Devotion to elders, equality and unity amongest
equals, love and care to the meedy and wuanfortnnate.
Love and righteousners must always reign supreme and
if attainment of the Lord were desired then offers of
gscrifice mnst be made. Various quotations from the
Vedas and Gita were given by the learned Pundit.

The lectures were followed by songs from tha members
of the Arya Yavuk Sabha."

Mesars, B. A. Meghraj, B. M. Patel, L.. Soobran,
B. K. Kapitan, and various other speakers made
appreciative remarks on the activities of the Home
and Sabha and. the eum of £ 51 :7 :6 was donated
towards the upkeep of :the Home und ercction of new
. buildings. The proceedings terminated with prayers at
about 5.80. P. M, —Contrbuted.

LI

‘The Story of My Experiments
. With Truth

I { By M. K. Ganpar]

Chapter XXVIL

THRE BOMBAY MERTING

On the very day after my brother-in-law’s
death I had to go to Bombay for the public moet-
.ing. There had hardly been time for me to think
~out my epeech. I was foeling exhansted after
" days and nights of anxious vigil and my voice had
become husky. However, I went to Bombay
trusting entirely to God. I had never dreamt of
writing out my speech.
In accordance with Sir Pherozeshah's instrctions

i {

.

I reported myself at his office at 5 p.m. on the eve
. of the meeting. ‘

‘In your speech ready, Gandhi 7 he asked.

‘No, Bir, said I, trembling with fear, ‘I think of
gpealdng ez lempore.

“That will not do in Bombay. Reporting here
is’ bad, snd if we would benefit by this meuting,
you should write out yonr speech and it shonld be
printed before daybreak to-morrow, I hope you
can manage this ?

I felt rather nervous, but I maid, I wonld try.

“Then tell me, what time Mr, Munshi should
some to you for the manuseript.’

' *Eleven o'clock to-night,’ said I,

On going to the meeting the next day, I saw
the wisdom of Sir Phirozeshah's advice. The
meeting was held in the hall of Sir Cowasji
Johangir Institate. I- had heard that when Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta addressed meetings the hall
wad always packed—principally by the stundenta
intent on hearing him—Ileaving not an inch of
room. This was the first meeting of the kind in
my experience. I saw that my voice could resch
no one. I was trembling as [ began to read my

. speech. Sir Pherozeshah cheered me up continual-
Ty by seking me to speak louder and still loudor,

bave a feeling that fer from engourging me, it
made my voice sink lower and lower.

My old friend Mr. Keshavarao Dashpande
came to my rescne. I handed my speech to him.
His was jnst -the proper voice, Bat tho audience

rofnsed to Hsten. The hall rang with the cries of
‘Wacka' ‘Wacha.! So Mr. Wacha stood np

and read the speech, with wonderful results. The
audience became perfectly quiet and listened to
the speech to the end, punctnating it with -applanse
and cries of ‘shame’ where necessary. This giad-
dened my heart.

Sir Pherozeshah liked the spesch. I was supre-
mely happy. . :

L

Tha wmeeling won ms tho ncriva gymmithy «
Mr. Deahpande and a Parai friand whows nam
I hesitate to menudon a8 he i3 a high-place
Government official to-day. Both expresse
their resolve to accompuny me to 8onth Afric
Mr. O, M. Cursetji (who was then Small Cans
Court Jndgn), howevar, movedl hia friond fron
hia resolve, as he had plotted his marriange. B
had to chnose between mnarriage and «woing t
Sonth Afriea, and he choss the former., Bu
Parsi Ruostomji Dinde amends for the broke
resolve, and a number of Parsi sistors are mnoe
making amends for the lady who helped in '
breach, by dedicating themeslves to Khadida
work. [ Thave therafore ghlly forgiven tha
conple, Mr, Desbpande had no ‘tcinptationa o
marriage but ho conld not come. To day he i
himsulf doing enaongh reparatinn for the broke
pledze. On my way baok to South Africa I m
one of the Tyebjis at Zanzibar, He also promisec
to come and help me, but ha never came, Mr
Abbas Tyebji ir atoning for tbat indecision
Thaa all «ay three attompta to indnes barrister
to go to Sonth Africa were in vain.

In this connection I remember Mr. Peston)i
Padshab, I had been on friendly terma with himy
ever since my stay in Eagland., [ first met him ¢
in a vegetarian reatomrant in London. [ knew
of his brother Mr. Burjorji Padshah- by his
reputation as a orank lika myeslf. OFf oconrse k|
bad never mot him, but friends said that he was
eccentrio : out of pity for the horses he would not -
ride in tramcars; he refused to take degree in
gpite of a prodigious memory; and he was a
vegolarian, thongh a [Parsi. DPeatonji had not
quite this reputation, but he wus famous for his
eruddition, sven in London. The common factor
between ns however was vegstarianivin, and not
gcholarship in which it wuy buyond my powerto :
approach him.

I found him out ngmin in Bombuy. He was
Prothonotary in tha High Conrt, Whon [ met
him he was enguead vn his eontribotion to, o
Higher Onjarati Diotionary. Thoere was L a
friend I had not approached for belp in my South
African wmrk.  Pestonji  Padshah, howovor, not

only refused to aid mw, but nven advised my not
returning to South Africa myself.
‘It 58 impossible to belp voa, he suid, ‘Butl

teli you I do not like even your guing %o Bouth
Africa. Is there lack of work in onr own ponntry ?
Look, now, there ix not a little to do for our
langnage, 1 have 0 fiunl not seiomrifle words,
Bat this is only one hranch of the work. Think
of the poverty of the land. Onr people in South
Africa are no dombt in ditficulty, bat I do not
want & man like you to be sacrificed for that worlk.
Lot us win Self Governmont here, and we shall
aatomatically help our conutrymen there. I know
[ cunnot prevail upen you, bat [ will not
encourage nny of yonr type to throw iu his lot with
youn,' I did oot like this advice, but it inoreased
my regard for Mr. Pastonji Padebah., I was struck

" with his love for the ceantry and for the verna-

cular. Tbe incident brought us closyr W ench
other. 1 e¢ould umndorstand his point of view.
Bnt far from giving up my work in Sonth Afriea,
I beeamo firmer in! my resolve, A patriot could
not afford to ignore any bLranch of saerviea to the
motherland. And for me the text of the (ifa
wasd clear and emphatie ; -

“Finally, this is better, thut one do

His own task as he may, even though he fail,

Than take taska not his nwan, thongl they

geem good, . e

- To die parforming dnty ta na ilr; =
Bat who seeks other roads shatl wanderptill.”
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Swami Shrad:ihananda and the

Gurkhas

(By C. F. ANDREWS)

I have found in an nld newspaper the account
of the evidence given by Swami Shraddhananda
‘bimself before the Huatur Commission at Delhi
when he stouwd up hefors the rifles of the Gurkhas
at the hoad of an orderly procession of probably
not less than 30,000 men. It is 8o inspiri.y for
everyone that [ fecl it to be wor.h reprinting.

As it happened, I was in Delhi two days after
tha event occured (it was impossible to get there
sooper, as I was in the distant South when the
trouble beran) and I can remember what an in-
gpiration it was to me, when Swamiji told me
with his own lips the simple story of what had
really occured. The same account was also given
me by many others. 1 was also present in Delhi
when Swamiji gave his evidence. It was before
the Congress decided at Lahore not to give evi-
dence, unless the prisoners, Lal Har Lal, Pandit
Rambhoj Dutt Chaudhri and oihers were allowed
to be present. It caused a great sensation at the
time. Swamiji’s evidence ran as follows :—

“T asked the huge audience to follow me and to
leave quietly when nearing their residences.
We were walking in order. When we were near-
ing the Clock Tower, Goorkhas were filed facing
botn ways. On seeing us they marched to the
tight foot-board. We thougbt they had left the
road in order to enable us to proceed, but when
we reached near them, a rifle was fired into the
crowd. There was a stir and a deep tone of resent-
ment among the crowd at once rose. But I asked
all to halt and they oheyed. In my Sanyasi dress
(the ambercolored dress distinguishing persons
who have renounced worldly interests for the
interests of humanity) I went up to the fostpath
alone and esked the Goorkhas why they were firing
on innccent peaceful people. Two rifles were
iramediately pointed at me and they begar saying
in a very insolent tone “tum ko ched denge (we
will pierce you). I stood quietly befors them and
said Main khara hun, goli maro {[ am standing,
fire). At once eight or ten rifles were aimed at
mydbrea.st and insolent threats continued to be
made.

“The crowd could contain itself no longer and
was about to rush, when a wave of my hand and a
short appeal 4o their vow stopped them. But they
were saving : “Let us die and not yon ; let us die.”
The rifles had remained pointed at my breast for
some three minutes, when a European on horse
back approached anil asked the only policeman
present whether he had ordered firing. 1 stepped
forward and asked the Eurcpean officer whether
he had heard the rifle fire. He impatiently an=
swered that he was enquiring about it,

“I then left, with the people following me. Then
there was a strange sight. A Goorkha came near
me brandishing his naked khukri right and left.
No one being cowed heleft. The machine-gnn
motor was maitling away eucircling us, with the
gun constantly poioted at us, and with the hand of
the gunmner onit. The crowd was neither cowed
down nor impatient. At Fatohpuri I sent man
of them home, hut aguin many followed till I

reached my place whero all (Hindus sud Mohami:
aeding) tobi sitsiionaty juavy Gt “::‘?n obar

Indian Question in South Africa \
and the Round Table

Conference

The deleration sailed from Bombay on Nov, 24, and
arrived at Capetown on December 16, by special train
from Delazos Bay, where they were met by-Mr. G, F,
Schumidt, Secretary to the Deparrment of the Interior,
and Mr. Pring, of the same Department. Colonel the
Hon, F. H, P, Cresswell, Union Minister of Defenoe,
joined the train at Komati Poort, on the frontier, and
these three gentlemen accompanied the delegation on the
jonrney. A halt was made at Pretoria, where tlhi delega-
tion were entertained to luncheon by the Governor-
General and Princem Alice, and they were also- weicomed
by deputations of Indians from different parts of the
Union. Throagh the conrtesy of the Union authorities,
who had mede suitable arrangements, representatives of
the Indian community were able to meet the delegation
at other important stations en roufs. S

Mr. Bajpai, who had travelled ont from London . with
Geuneral Hertzog, joined us at Capetown, and the dele.
gation had also the pleasure of meeting Mr. C. F.
Andrews, who had come to South Africa from India two
months previonsly in order to stody the situation and
render all assistance, We had the further advantage of
the presence of a committee of Indian representatives
from each of the provinces of the Union, who remained
for most of the time, and furnished information on -
certain iasnes as they arose, ‘

The Conference was opened on December 17 by the
Prime Minister, General Hertzog, who in his opening
address sonnded the right note to emsare a friendly
atmosphere. It was agreed that the prooeedings shounld
be confidential, and it is not possible to divaige the pro-
ceedings, except to say that the Hon. Dr. Malan occupied
the chair with great ability, and that the discussions
throughout were most harmonious and conducted, in an
atmoaphere of goodivill, the' prevailing desire being, by
free intercLange of views, to assist each other in trying
to evolve a solution of the problem the Conference.had
met to discuss,

The representatives of the Government of the Union
of South Africa were : o

The Hon, Dr. D. F. Malan, 'M.L.A., Minister "of tha
Taterior. ] o

Colonel the Hon. F. H. P. Cresswell, 0.5,0., M.L.A.,
Minister of Defence, o

The Hon. Mr. F. W. Beyers, X.0., M.L.A., Minister of
Mines and Indnstries. '

The Hon. Mr. T. Boydell, M.1.4., Minister of Labonr.

_ General the Hon, J. C, G. Kemp, M.L.A., Minister of
Agricnlture. "

Mr, C. F. Schmidt, Secretary for the Interior {Seers-
lary.) . '
Mr. H. N. Venn, Assistant Secretary, and Mr, H.
Pring, Chief Clerk to the Department of the Interior,
also attended the meetings. .

The deliberationa of the Conference lasted until Janu-
ary 12, and a ssttleraent of all matters directly concerning
the reference was reached. It was decided that the agres-
ment so happily concinded should be pablished in the
form of a communique after the two Governments had
ratified it. , ' ‘

The delegation, after @-short visit to Darban and
Johannesborg, left Delagoa Bay on January 19 for
Bombay. Throughout their stay they were the honoured
guesa@ of the Union Goverament, and were treated with
the most generons hospitality and consideration, The
heartiness of the welcome they received from all parties
was also a feature of the visit.

It had been srranged that the annonncement of the
settlernent arrived at shonld be made simaltaneously in
India and South Africs after the two Governmerts had
considered and ratified the agreement, and so & commanige
was jssued on Febroary 21 ‘ ‘

(We luve oufviad Vi tavth of (e Bidoctiont W
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they have already been published,—ED.]
+. The outafgnding decisions resulting frow the work of
the Oonference are-: * -~ .- -~ .
Decision not to proceed further with the Areas Reserva-
tion Bill, con<ideration of which kad been postponed.
Scheme of assisted emigration to replace the existing
repatriation scheme. - ' )
* - Promired assistance to encoursge an upliftment of the
" Indisn community. "~ - : -
‘Request of the!Union Government for the appointment
of an Agent of thé Government of India. o
"~ The existivg volantary repatriation scheme had not
been particnlarly popnlar for several reasons, one of which
wag’ the condition that whoever accepted the assistance
~ had to_resign Union domicile on behalf of his family as
" well as bimself, a condition that was natorally considered
as hurtful to national self-respeet and resented by the
community.” This is to be replaced by a scheme of assist-
ed emigration which is to be voluntary, and the emigrant
accepting & free passage to his destination, inclading a
bonus, is at liberty to return to the Union within a period
of ‘three years on refund of passage money and honus.
After the expiry of the tiree years Uniop demicile will
he lost in the case of non-return by continnons abeence,
and this will be in conformity with the intended revision
of the law relating to domicile which will be of genera!
application. -~ An increate in the rate of bonns has also
been ‘arranged in order ‘that a family may be provided
with sofficient funds to beable to settle it India in such
octupation as the hreadwinners may 'be hest suited to,
Special provision for pensions was promised to meet the
case of decrepit adults dnnble to earn a living by :eason
of %hhyaica!_di__sability. o

. The Gove_rnmené'of India on their part recognize their
_obligation to look after emigrantson arrival in India, and
it ig arranged that on arrival they will be advised avd so
far as posgible, protepted against squandering their cash
qr losing it through adventurers, and also helped, as far as
. possible, to settle in occupations for which they are best
‘suited by their aptitude or their resources. Any emigrant
withing. to, participale in ‘emigration schemes authorized
by the Government of India will be given the same
fapﬁ_i,l,:igs in India as Indian nationals.
" Towards the upliftment of the Indian community
. much .can: be done by way of facilities for education and
better housing and sanitary conditions, esrecially in and
sroynd. Durpan. The Union Geovernment have stated
that “they firmly believe' in, and adbere to, the principle
that, it is the duty of every. civilized Government to devise
" waye and means and to take all possible eteps for the
ppliftment of every section of their permanent population
to the foll extent of ‘their capacity and opportunitier, and
accept the view that in the proviston of educationul fueilit-
jes. the considerable number of .Indians who remain part
of the permanert population shonld not be allosed to lag
hehind other gections of the people,” and that while “it is
difficult to take action which is considerably in advance
of poblic apinion,. or to ignore difficultics arising ont of
the. copstitational system of the Union under witich the
functions of Government are distributed between the
Orniral Executive and tke provincial and minor loeal
anthorities, they are willing, in view of the prave situa-
tion in respect of Indian education in Natal, to advise the
_proyincial administration to appoint & provincial com-
mission of inquiry and to obtain the assistance of an
educational expert from the Government of India fur the
purpoze of -nch inquiry ; to consider sympathetically the
question of improving facilities for highcr c:lneation; and
take fpecisl steps under the Public Mealth Act for an
inyestigation into sanitary and housing conditions in anl
. pround, Dorban, which will include the oppointment of
adyisory committees of representative Indinns und the
limitation 'of the sale of municipal land subject Lo restric-
tive conditions.” The principle vnderlying the Industrial
Ponciliation Act {No. 11 of 1824) and the Wages Act
gN'o'."‘ZT ‘of 1925), which enables nil employees, inclnding
" {ndiang; to take their place on the basie of equal pay for
diial ‘work; will be ddnered to. Aod whep the time for
the ravisloh of khe sxisting trado Hoanaing Inws arelvss,
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- all due c¢msideration will be given to the sngoestion made

by the Government of India Delemation thar the dis-
cretionary powers of local nuthorities might reasonubly be
limited, and that there should be a richt of appenl in
cases of first applicatinns and trunzfers as well a3 cases of
renewnls to the conrts or to some other impartial tribonal,

In regard to the entry into the Union of wives and
minor children of Indiuns resident in the Uaion the prin-
ciple underlying the Reciproeity Resolution of 1018,
which iutended that an Indian shonld b cnabled to live
family  life in  the  countryin . which
he is domiciled, shall be waintnined. 'To this end the
Government of India will assist in sceking tiaw each
individnal for wh:m a right of entry is claimed is the
lawful wife or child, as the case may Dbe, of the persin
who makes the clsim.

The further point is the request of the Union Govern-
ment that the Government of India do appoint their
Agent in the Union in order to cosure ¢ffective and con-
tinuous co-operation bhetween the two Governments.
Direct relations will thereby be continuner, and the oppoint-
meut ia likely to have a considerable influsnce in coment-
ing the friendly rlations mow so happily created. The
Apent will also be in a position to wssist in carrying out
the true intentions of the members of tha Round Tabla
Conference in their endcavour to lay the foundations s
they hoped of the ultimate and Listing solution of a most
difticulr. problem.

Repeated -reference has been made to safegnarding the
Western -standards of life by just and legitimate means,
and in effect the Earopean community are not preparid to
recoynize three distinet civilizations, Earopean, Indian,
and native, It iz tbis which hns been the erux of the
Indian problemn owing to the presence of a large class of
Indiane, many being Tamil libourers from Madras aud
their families, who have no drsire to ulopt Western
standards of living, and no capicity to take their places
with Enropean workers on the basis of equal pay for
equal work. Their housing and sanitary conditions
are poor, and there i3 increasing nnempluyment.” They
cannot be incorporated in the body politie of the Usninn
on terms of equality with Baropeans within auy ealeul-
able 1ime, and meantims they are a draz on the rest of
the community, who earnestly desire fuller recognition,
and are in a position to conform in gyme degree to what
lws been termed. Western standards. The remedy timt
guggests itself to Lhose who have studied the problem is
that all who desire to leave should be assisted to re-emj-
grate to Tndia, where life might be more cangenial than
in South Africa, where living is more expensive and many
find it difficult to exist. This was the basis of Lhe re-
patriation scheme agreed to by Mr. Gandhi aod General
Smuts in 1914, ' E

Thus hap ily ends the chap'er of a Conference that is
likely to make bistory within the British Empire, (tood-
will apd co-operation in-earvyiung ont the conditions of

-the settlement will alone prove whethoer o lasting solution

of the Indian problem has been renched. o

Lower Tugela District Hindu
* "' Veda Dharma Sabha. =~

The following is & list of the donators to the
above Sabha :— | .

Lust Total

Mr. 1>, M. Naidoo
+ U R. Naidoo
. R M. Naidoo
.. M. Narsia Naidoo
. Nathalal V. Desai
» 3. R. Moodley
Moonsamy Pather
J. I, Garach
o HMoondee Prag
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G. V. Naidoo (Teacher)
Vallabh Doolab
Daya Parshotham
Narayan Maharaj
C: K. Reddy

M. Rangasamy
1aljee Soni

» Jagath Naran .
Narsin Maharaj
Bbagwandeen
Baduiram

Kanabi Maharaj
Ramdayal
Gareebsingh
Jugpersad
Sonkhan

Jaigopal Mahara]
Bassoo Misthree
T.alkissoon Maharaj
Chengada
Ramsoomersingh
M. Padaiyach
Gangagosai
Sundry Donators
J. M. Pillay -
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