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NOTES AND NEWS . '
7 a

R. Srinvasa Sastri sailed for South Africa on the
M 8th instant by the &.8. Karea. Whole-
bearted support to Mr. Sastri in his mission
to South Africa was vouchsafed by ;an entha-
siagtic gathering, representing all shades of politi-
cal opinior and communities on the eve of
bis departure eays n Renter's message from Bombay.
Speeches were made by Sir Leslie Hudsor, 3ir Phiroze
Sethpa, Sir Porshottamdas Thakurdas, and Captain
Solomon (of South Africa), and messages were received
from the Governors of Bombay and Madras and the
Maharajasha of Alwar and Bikaoeer, Sir Mahomed
Habibollah, Sir George paddison, Sir T. B. Saprn, and
many others, wishing sucess to the mission. Mrs
Naido who presided, expresced the hope that the hos-
pitality of Somth Africans wonld be beld ont to the
best man in India. Replying, Mr. Sastri voiced mixed
feelinge of confidence and depression, and said he fore-
gw difficnlties in the hostile attitude of the Natal
Government and legislature agaioest the agreement and
in the dissension inside the South African Indian Con-
gress, but he hoped that the goodwill of the Union
Government, which had cabled him its intense desire
to stand by the agreement, and his knowledge of con-
ditions in South Africa, wonld assist him in his task.
He urged Sonth African Indians to drop the rites of
oceremonies of a somewhat superstitions natore, “which
alienated them from the people of South Africa.”

The ZTimes, (London), correspondent at Bombay
telegraphs, eays Reuter, that a scheme to dispel
the ignorance with which South Afriea and India
tend to regard each other waa outlined by Mr. Sastri
at a dinner at the Orient ¢lab, over which Sir Currim-
bhoy Ibrahim presided. The Chairman, in the
course of his speech, said that much of the trouble
between the two countries was due to mutual
ignorance. The dinner was a private affair, but Mr.
Sastri permitted a correspondent to disclose the fact
that he intends to lecture on Indian civilisation,
culture, and religiouns history if he can persnade the
University of Capetown to give him facilities for
doing so. Mr. Sastri also suggested that India
hoy.ld arrange to send other lecturers to Sonth
_Afnm. . The project apparently made a considerable
impression on the audience, which included Sir
Basil Blackett (finance member of the Execative
Oogncil) and several members of the central
legiglature. The correspondent adds that, if adopted,
the plan i manifestly capable of considerable

| development on the other side, for South Africa and
othef Dominions might see the advantage of sending
ledtdrers to Indian universities, LT :
Yo oo
a — T l"‘ S
% In connection ~:ith the eprgig'a colonr
in Scotland whi/*¥was rgfe%gg i:oq‘;n our
issue Renter staitd further™> “' , g
At the meehg“k of the Edinburgh Town' Council,
the Lord Provi'} mid that he had béen asked by
the ates tdf express the strongest disapproval
of the coloui;bdt*¥mposed on Indians and others by
certain dances Hills and restaurants in Edinburgh.

.
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- weell's

 the Prime Minister as from June 1.” |~

The council unanimounsly condemned the bans« i The
Lord Provost hoped their decision would clear: the
A Select ‘Committee has been appointed “on’ the
Flag Bill which is the subject of a great deal of
controversy among the’ different goht}mles}ruhe__
in the Union. o T e
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The creation of a “Department of External Affairs

*in the Union 4s from June 1st 1927,” is announcsd

in the [nion Gazelle, the administration ; being

' committed to General Hertzog, who is to have ‘the
“additional designation. of < “‘Minister ‘of ' External ’

Affairs.” The appointment of Dr. H. D. J. Boden- '
stein as secretary for External Affairs ,ijg also gazetq?d.
Dr. Bodentein is “to function 8" Secretary, 'to

.
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Sastri as First Ambassador,
(B M. K. Gavpm )+ w1

Very considerable relief wili be feit by the Indian
settlers in South Africa over the announcement that. -

nith

"the Right Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri has consented

to become India’s first Agent-General in that sub-
continent, if the postis finally offored to him by
the Government of India, It is & great sacrifice
that Sastri and the Servant of Indiz Society ‘have :
made. Itis an open secret that left to himself he '

'was not inclined to undertake the responsibility and
‘to leave his work in India. ''But hie has 'yieided to

the pressure of friends, especially when it was urged
upon him that he alone conld successfully inangurate

'the working of the Agreement in bringing aboat

which he played notan inconsiderable part. ., We
know from the cables that were sent from time to
time from South Africs that the Europeans were
anxions that he should accept the henour..” Sit.

- Srinivasa Sastri had by his eloquence,’ transparent

sincerity, sweet reasonableness, and extreme earnest-
ness won the esteem and respect of the Union 'Gov-
ernment and the Enropeans in South Africa during
the ghort time that he was there as a member of the
Habibulla deputation. I ¥know ' how.. nervously:
anxions our ¢countrymen in South Africa: avere that
he should beeome the first Agent. i It was impossible |
for Sjt Srinivasa Sastri whom God has endowed ] .
with a generous nature  not to, respond ‘to ‘sach a | :
unanimons call from South Africa. .. It is aimost
a foregone conolusion that the appointment will be
daly made and very shortly annouuced.
+ The first Agent-general will have his work cut
out for him. Both the TUnion Government and
our counirymen have no doubt. high expectation of
India’s first ambassador. The’ Union Government
no goubt think, that being an Indian and a person
of preat distinotioh he'will make their path’ smooth
with the Indian cprpmunity in connection with any
Toeasures that thog, tnay take. In-bther words, they
will expect: hind to be their sympathetic interprete
both to thé Indif& community and to the Govern
ment_oflhdia. Our countrymen equally" surel
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sim to insist upon an honourap o and
i erprd\atxbn dhd nlﬂ!lm'éht gree-
Y a""de tB lease‘ rival

28K to
s ﬁl%r 505‘6* m d::-uji\‘b Wﬁbre‘t 8

v Bowilderih g.
A4t knomh tif 'anybo&y ea.ti“!:}old “thi-fcales

absolutely even and thus give satisfaction to all
" parties concerned, Sjt. Srinivasa Sastri is certainly
ths o H& 7 able £0°q0 80, Teel cértdin that the
Unioh "Minister o~ mot expect the new'Agent to
girfender-an-frich-of what 15 justly dusto the Tndian
Commanity. All he can be expected to do is to
!\ persuade the Indian settlers ndt 18 ¥b behind “and
'|travel beyond the settlement of 1914, for some time
.{to come at any rate, until they have proved thedi?
‘1selves entitled, by exemplary pelf-restraint and

Wehaviodr~-td~~ an / entargerent ‘of ’Hhe ?omtxbn
attatiell Yy the agreeméntof 1914. boers

Our countrymen in South Africa, if they intend
to make the Qgent’p position fairly easy and their
6%“ B g‘{o”‘ tiecure, "will o not. expect him to work
Wol e ‘Wrong to look forward o a
33& oth traus!ormaﬁon of the 61d position,-because
yn honourable agreement has been arrived at and

even

————

i wa.use a great conngryman is going to South
: i*t0’ aed td " y " Iﬁlmant of ‘that- agrer'ment,
: if"niﬁsﬁ* refiem that’ the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa
ol ‘"'hot gomgb!‘here as tl;eu- counsel briefed to

Yo “every indjvidual gnevance To ‘smother

1 ith ‘Getaile: mdlﬂdua'g grievance wou be to
"goos‘e t t I_ayu t,he golden éggs. He goes

o ﬁ'us oo f.or dia's gonour. e goes

ﬁha'fé' 173 s’hfeguar {ha rig {8 an ll’berty of general
body of Indian’ setﬂe & “will bé there to see
that no fresh restrictive Iama'ﬁhon is embarked npon
by the Ulnion vernment-#nd that the exisking.
reetriblive’ Q:f+fs Yrd Sanfitistered Ubetally aitd with
due regard to’tke-véated rights. ' Any individual

grievance erefore that he might be called upon
€ thekl8 will Ha¥8 " be in’ terims of the position
I"bive’ get "forthi, " that is %o ‘may, it mllha.va o be
i}é ufttitive ‘of " soma general - principle of wide
ication. “Unlées"t ofétore the Tadian ‘commu-

ﬁilt‘. “gxercises | rnden]Zui]‘ resMpt upon emeelves
i “apbi "'”h'ﬁ)g E for” rédress of their i mdmdual
éﬁe%'“ M make t 1 Agent’s pomtmn
fﬂtéfa 'Ee an even " useless ‘for the high parpose
5¢ ﬁ’hlc m‘iended “Indeed goch’ an ambas-
o> | a8~ Iies not “60” ‘much "in’ worlf
Eﬁﬁ’e’itﬁnmg hm ot clﬂé dapacity” as {he
dtesst "s'ei'vlce 6 "¢an rén er'by his’ socmbleness,
ahid’ by B Sbaractéer; Which Teaves 1ts impresd wpon

inythufg and'afiybody ‘thal it comes fn’ dontact Wit
g;cx t&ty: ot otherwme. ” nd “if “our’ dofntrymen
! ‘thaks use "ot the great qgualities of head
11[“%] eiitt “thia€ Hif ‘Bastriposséises, they will bear
l:he “Ixr,'g‘.\‘txtx‘tl'ons I have” enaeavoured to sat

I understand that if Sjt. Sastri goes, Mrs, Sastri
too wiltsteompany hind. This 47ill bs 4 greatgain to
the eottlers.~1Ht theIndlan sisters'in South Arfrich
gathdr~round MrsSadtrland-pafrotund - her ~with
" eovdiy” affdetion.” They=Wwill>find' in"her an invalut
dble dustrunrert of wotial sorvice. *She'will act as'a
lesven i Ftheir ~ mifdet-to-raise the-general tome

motig the many thoudand' Iwdan ‘bisters--who are
mt‘ﬂered*throuﬂhouﬂ Sonth Africa:“—Fﬂw ndm‘- .
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T,he Balance sheot of the Lower Tugela Distriot
Veda Dharma. Sabha ( Stanger ), pubhshed in our'
la.ét. weekz_; Thsiid ‘Ghowed uik éiror of £159 14: 3

m& "an 'Tte‘m of aRalfage an{ 'I‘ransport
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A Rehyff tg Natal Pr;;,vinci.l.
Coungil ]

REsoLuTION ON Asiatic Biny Ry Fisen By
ParLIAMENT

The President of the Senate and the spenker o
Union House of Assenbly-have intimared to gue >
Provinciat Council in regurd’to the redolutions ties
passed dealing with the Flag Bill and the Asiatk
that the resolutions could not be reccived by Parlia
under Section K7 of the South African Act.

his astonishihe rebuff, savs the Maritzburg Cor
pordsnt™"of ** ‘the  Natal Merrury, was immedia
chal!enged hy Mr. F. C. Hollauder, M.P.C., who
matter of argenev, moved the adjournment of the Cou: {
in -order to discoss the constiintional questibn which |
been raised. Leave haviog been gramted, ar. N
lsnder suggested that the Couucil should protest stron:
agamst tﬂs action of the Government -which, in

dpinion, amonnted to an attempt to whittle dowu 1
n hts of the Provincial Council,

akmg a narrow view of Section 87 of the \cb\
Tmon, it might perbaps be said that the resolution -
thé Council ‘did ot comply strictly with the requiremer f
of ‘the’ Constitution inasmuch as no actual legisiatic
fipon’ ‘the’” Asmmc settlement was before the Llouse -
Assem bly.

'Bilt” it was a very small-minded view, for, in b
opinion, 'if the Qoverument were to carry out the tern
F the agreement with the Indian Government, it woul:
be requlred to tuke lezislative action. In this regar |
therefore, he “argued Lhe resolution of the Counecil wa
smct’g proper,  In any event the Conncil always haey
ﬁle rlghb to resister lts views on questions of pa.ionmb
1mportnnce. and in a ‘matter of this sort they weret
cartainly entitled to take the action they had done, '

Mr. d. Dyson, M.P.C., strongly aupported Mr. Hol- j
lander in  regard r.o the consmbumonnl nspect of lhc

uestion.”

In the course of the debate it was urged by seversl
members that the Couneil should proceed witha ¢au iop in,
the._maﬁit.er-,- “bhat 5 _shonld_Rea, l"....(‘FUi..fdPlJfaBLEI‘le .
whethér’ there wus any precedent for the action whic
the Cooncil had taken in passing these resolutions and
sending t.hem to Parliament, and whether there might
ot - be siime legal jusmhcauon for ‘the action of the
Speaker of 'the’ Hoqse of Adsembly and the President of
tHé‘Sednte g e

“fu’reply to the discussion, Mr. Hollander dealt effec.
mpfy tvicli fhis questiofl of ' precudent by pointiug out that
i6* May, 1924, the Provincial Council passed, u resolution
1 tetihs of Section 87 of the South Africa Act * advising
the’ Uniod P.\rlmment. that ‘i in 1ts “opinion the Asiatic
problerd reseited ‘4 dericus menace to the Union,” and
réghditen mg ‘4’ gerbiafl ‘v dirss of action, [‘uls Te-
sofntion “was conveyed by redpectf ul address through t.be
Aduiitifitrator %6 Parliament, and was on that occasion
scdepted by bothr houses.””

U ¥y view, however, of the points which bad been ralscd
and “the’ fact” that t.he ventilation of the matter had, duly
actneve the’ p;l rpose of the Council in muking the views
o t;his Provihee ‘more sbronwly beard, Mr. [Tollander
agreed to withdraw 'liis ‘motion for the aljournment os
the “Houee, &0 a8 l’o glbe tlme for conaulermg Council's
futtber Hctiod.
Y-Phet Tesolution deulmq with the Asiatic Bill was
published 'in" a prewous issue 'of the INDIAN OPINTON
The ‘following" is the tett. of t.he resolution on the Flag
Bill referred to above :—

(1) That this Couneil resolves, in terms of Section
87) of the South Afrma Act, to advise Parliament that
d * natiodal ﬂag for’ Sunbh Afric} whielt excludes the
Unfou Jidck from ‘the desiza therMis contrary to the
wigh, of practically the whole of ; r'lj wople of thia Pro-
vifice, und, in' the opunon ‘of this ', would” violate
boLh Jetter uild spirit of ﬂhe %uth s Act, 1909,

(‘% That’ & national ‘flag’ acCepE;‘hle to tho Province
of atal’ is one t.hat i€ a combmubmn of the Unioa Jack

REY B SR
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and the flag of the late Soath African Republica.

~'e3y This' Conoéll, "ThereforeS wiost tespectfally urges

Parlidment’ to~¥ejéet thé Sorth'Africib Flag Bill ii-its

dntiiety BF ‘to do amend it a0 Tive efféct to tHe fore-
jigdd © 0 v el sec gtyane qaw tees

# (2p That Mr. Chairman be requested to couvey the

forebing™ resolation? by “~respectfal-~address  tb - fHe

“Hosousable™ ché” Xdministeor™for * predeiitation “io

p?rﬁ,mnf__ ez ety xvd oo

eig moww

Transvaal British ‘lhdiag

IO P LR LE A e
Association
AXXUAL; GENERAE MEETING

The Annual “General- Meeting of - thie - Transvasl
Britixh Indian Aséociation  was- held on Sauday -the
5th jhatant-a¢ Jobanpesbarg. -~ T v - A
- The--Rev.- C. * ¥.- Andrews, who travelled specially
froiu” “Capetown, earnes(ly pleaded for recission-of the
secergion~ resolntion -that Krag™ recentlyf passed ‘as "a
protest” agairfst -th& South Africax Iedian Congress-de-
legates ignoring, it ib - alleired; “the ‘local claims"sub-
miffed i tonnection ‘with -the agreement” between - the
Upiop and ~the -Indiatr*Governments, butr he had no
sooner made hix departure tlien an nprear drose over
the election of office-bearers. SRR
¢ This--cended- when Mr.'D. M Nursoo, the Secretary,
appealed -{or -order, reminding’ the* andience’ that' the
proprictor of the hall bad itimated that if there were
a recrudesoeoce of: the uproarious: scenes which -oceun-
fed --at--the ‘last * meetiog- -he- would- not hire “ont
thé premises to-the- Asdociation agsin, SLANEY
- Mr. ‘Oamay, leaderi-of -thie setessionists, submitted
thas - the' meeting - wa# unconstitutional, inasmuch ag
the- advertisément- convening =it “indicated - that- nomi-
nations” would be accepted from affiliated bodies, in -ré&
poct ¢f the ‘election of office-Dearers. ~. - ... - o
- “Jf the meetiny ia unnconstitatiopal, then let it be
disolved,” remarkad Dr. Godfrey, who went to edy
that'it bad been convened by @ specisl Working Com=
mittes of - which M« Caway was@ member. ~~ --. -
> Despite a -genernl admission that- the meeting was
uncosstitutions! aud Dp- - Godfrey’s -tonteation” tha€
that ‘beiz ad, it 'was incompetent. fo continge, it waa
agreed that the- election -of ~office-bearers should: take

O T afa

Nominations and proxies having been lodged, it was
stated that the non-secdasioniat lad polled over 1,300
Yotes, as“aganinst approximately-1,610 for the -secessionists;

“Theré was » further “scéne - when thie secessionists de-
manded a ‘poil by ‘sho¥ "of haods, and thin haviog
been - taken; -- amid ‘protests from the- other party, the
officials were declared elected. - *. - - ¢ LT =

‘D Godfrey refused - to' accept; the office of Vice-
President- on” the gronnd that; s the meeting ‘§as ob-
vioosly ~uneonstitationsl; it-was_incompetent to elect
officials or transact any business whatever: @ -

Mr..J. J. Hazgree, B:Li, who agreed 'with Dr, God-
frey, declined, to gct on the Committee. N

“The representatives -of ‘the Preforia Branch of. the

2

Association, the Tamil ‘Benefit Society and the Trans-

vaal " Calonial-Born “Tudians ?moua" tion repudiated the,
proceedtgs, aid declired chat they were solily againe
peesion, for 1 wpuld be fatal tp break away from
he Congress, LA N

Mesire, Sorahjee, Patel and A. 1. Kajee, who came from
Df:ban -to explain ’zl.le position relative to the mafter,
which led to the Transveal; Association passing a secession,
resolntion, as f-hg maintained, yndér & misanderstand-
Ing, afterwards addressed the meeting, ‘and werg given
paient hearing, ~° ~ - 7

Mr. Kajee emphasised that the Ber. C. F. Andrews

had” had "an " assiiragce from Dr. Malan, Minister of.

the Ioterjor, that althonghl the clausé relating to the
deporiarion of Todisne” sho bad spiered the Uiion on
gua’certificates, would atand in tha Bill. there would
b ng general, round;ap, and that it wou)d not be re-
| va. R

/

. A motion was cqrried that - the- secession resolation
shobld” b “rerstted £ & Colariities of hore tha 100
thembers,” bfit? asé the m'afoi‘i?‘é_f?bq'qe,’if‘ﬁ‘ “al), ‘are
eceiidionists’ it is“genieralty “anderstood” that "they: will %’1..
here to their original attitude.—Reuter, Rl

- B L o

Indian Women’s Enf‘r;gnchisement
In the course of a iﬁ&s{ in’t'e'reaﬁng description of
intimate family-life in India -given before the
Women’s Eofranchissment -Leacue “in the Central
Estate and_Orphan Chadnbad Room recently,
the Rev. C. F. Andrews "éxphined that Women’s
enfranchisement-had gone forward wéry rapidly in
India. It would probably bé aw- inder-eatiath to
state that one million women: ‘werb already@ntitled
to vote both at-the different— proviicial electiony anfl,
at the elections for the @eniral Legislature Yo .oet:
- When -the British- Parliamént ~had fipally sane !
tioned the regulations for= election, srutdert=the
Montagu-Chelmsford Reform scheme,; the decision
about -women’s ‘'t franchibe~ liad ~been :left: to**dach

province'to decide for itself.n @nly those=prdoviimed

.which had passed a Women’s Erauchide Qrdinautc
-were entitled -to give worhemr wvote €or thé& Oeritral

Assembly at Delbhii~ 7 a47 o a7 eipy denrd
The first provineial conneil to decide in favoni'of
‘women’s franchise: hiad beenr Madras *Bimbay Pro-
vince had quickly followed.: “The UnitedPrivincss
came third, having the unique distixiction of passi
the Woman's Franchise 'iQrdinance-without'a singlh
dissentient. --Bengal and Bahar-provinces*foliowed
later, after firsy r¢jecting the measupe. 7o -ant ad?
- Mr. Andrews- stated»that @8 ~he -had now! been
away ftom. India for one-whole degisktiversessibdy,
it was - nov easy for him-to- Enow how far theofraii-
chise of women had proceeded Hurther; s hut e
fully expected that it now: covered: mearly the whole
of Lndia, with the possible exdeption of‘the=Ne¥W.
Frontier province.. Three- of- the~mabt bhinportant
Indian States, Mysore; Cochin and Fravancoras=all
of them in South India— had ‘alse now the franchisoe
of women as well as of men. In Cochin wonfen=rg
allowed to-stand for election.. =-vr =m:2s7pgey . -
* Municipal franchise hadteen in opration in India: .
for 4" long while.; There--were already:bndarlydtwo
thonsand ‘Indian women {-whor sattas qmunicipal
councillors, :-Mra. Sardjini Naidu-hid presidedowae
the Bombay maunicipal conncil, acting asoMayoieof
that city, -- - -4 « -Amnd 1o 0f £ be svoosih I
"+ With regard fo the further step of women: gittin
a8 members in the provindial and centeal I leginlative
assemblies,- the-whole ! miatter had-ieen: held .arp
pending the Royal:-Qomymissions ‘oxr stheb Indind
Conatitution, whick was dne-ia-Indid: daringrthe
eold 'weather of 1928-'-Bak Mr.'Andrews folfr thut
it might be regarded as practically) certajr. it
women’s 62ats. a8 members in-the-differant fegislativd'
assembliea wonld be granted iwhére the franehiss:of-
women ' had. been- alrsadg.passed jutaf Bw..iThe:
admirable: work Tdone: hy. Intdian womerbion rths.
diffarent. municipal-councils - had; gainedi~them tHs-
right to demand a further:extensiomcof thirteame:
privilege.. - =, T i

S <t tdnerat sptemdly
The ladies of the Parsee Community +had in this'
matter of women’s enfranchisement!ral smy=rtaltar
the: leading part. Lady ~Tata;-Miss (Hirabai Pats;:
and  Mrs, - Jehangir; Pitit. *were ~tHe ythree - Fnpsk.
distingnished names, Lady. Bose ir ‘Bengal; Mrss
Iyar in Madras, and Mrs, Sarojint Naida ire Bombay:;;
were among the" leading: - Hindn- ‘workers; = Tady:
Shafi .of the Ranjab, and Mrs. .Hassanrimanzrof s
Behar were prominent among Muhammadan-tadies,
The Indian Christian Commiinity:-had taker afvory
active part; and the membhers.of thér TheosapHhical
Society at Adyar, ‘Madras, had brilliantly apppi@ted
the ~movemant, by-their, elognence: or ther'plhifirm
at. public. mectings and-in ‘'organising work, - :meda *
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Nothing had done more, said Mr. Andrews in
. conclusion, to raise the whole tone of public life in

India. than this earley admission of
i, ha n of women to the

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[ By M. K. Ganpn1]

. Part 1L
Chapter XXVI.

. . LOYALTY AND NURSING

] Hardly ever have I known anybody to cherish
such loyalty as -I did to the British Constitution.
I can see now that my love of truth was at the
root of this loyality. It has never been possible
for me to stimulate loyalty, or for that matter, any
other virtue. ‘God save the King' used to be
sang at every meeting that I attended in Natal,
1 felt that I must also join in the singing. Not
that I was unaware of any defects in the British
rule, but I thought that it was on the whole
acceptable, In those days I believed that the

British rule wess on the whole beneficial to the
ruled. : )

The colour prejudice that I saw in Sonth Africa
wag, I thought, quite contrary to British traditions,
and I beleived that it was only temporary and
local. I therefore vied with Englishmen in loyalty
to the throne. With carefnl perseverance I learnt
the tune of ‘God save the King’ and always
joined in the singing whenever it was sung.
Whenever there was an occasion for the expression
of loyalty, without much fuss or ostentation, I
readily took part in it.

LOYALTY TRUE AND FALSE

Never in' my life did I exploit this loyalty
never did I seok to gain a selfish end by its
means. It waa for me more in the natare of an
obligation and I rendered it without expecting a
reward.

. Proparations were going on for the celebration
,of Queen Victoria’®s Diamond Jubilee when I
.reached India. I was invited to join the Com-
‘. mittee appointed for the purpose in Rajkot. I
. acceptod the offer, but I had a suspicion that the
celebration wonld be largely a matter of show.
I discoversd a lot of humbug about themn and was
considerably pained. I began to ask myself
whether I shounld remain on the Committee or
not, but ultimately decided to rest content with
having done my part of the business.

One of the proposals was to plant trees. 1
gaw that many did it merely for show, and for
pleasing the Officials. I tried to plead with them
that tree-planting was nrot compulsory, but merely
a suggestion. It should be done seriously or not
at all. . I have an impression that they laughed
at my ideas. I remémber that 1 was in earnest
when I plented the tree allotted to me and that
I carefully watered and tended it.

I likewise taught the children of my family
‘God save the King'. I recollect having taunght it to
students of the local Training College, but I
forget whether it was on the occasion of the
Jubilee or of King Edward VII's Coronation as
Emperor of India, Later on the text began to
jar on me. As my conception of @himsa went on
maturing, I became more vigilant about my
thought and speech. The lines in the anthem :

w.  "Heatter her enemies,
~And make them fall ;
Ggnfound their politics,
\ Frustrate their knavish tricks” . .
particularlys jarred upen my sentiment of ahimsa,

.1 shared -myfeelings. with. Dr Booth who agreed

n~

-

that it ill became a believer in @limsa to sing
those lines. How could we assume that the so-
called ‘enemies’ were ‘knavish’? And because
they were enemies, were they bound to be in the
wrong ? From God we could only ask for justice.
Dr. Booth entirely endorsed my sentiments and
he composed a new anthem for bis congregation.
But of Dr. Booth more later.

Like loyalty an aptitude for nursing was also
deeply rooted in my nature. I was fond of nurs-
ing people, whether friends or strangers.

MEETING WITH SIR P. M. MEHTA

Whilst busy in Rajkot with the pamphlet on
Sonth Afries, I had an occasion to pay a flying
visit to Bombay. It was my intention to educate
public opinion.
organising meetings there, and RBombay was the
first city I chose. First of all I met Justice
Ranade, who listened to me with attention, and
advised me to meet Sir Pherozeshah Mehta.
Justice Bndrunddin Tyebji whom I met next also
gave the same advice, 'Justice Ranade and I can
guide you but little he said. ‘Yon know onur
position. We cannot take part in pnblic affairs
but our sympathies are with yoan. The man who
can effectively gunide you is Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta.'

I certainly wanted to see Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta, but the fact that these senior men advised
me to act according to his advice gave me a better
idea of the immense influence that Sir Pheroze-
shah had on the publicc. In due course I
met him. I was prepared to be awed by his

presence, 1 had heard of the popular titles that
he had earned, and I knew that was to
see the ‘Lion of Bombay,’ the ‘Uncrowned

King of the Presidency.’ But the Iing did not
overpower me. He met me as a loving father
would meet his grown up son, Qur meeting took
place at his chamber, He was surrounded by a
circle of friends and followers. Amongst them
were Mr. D. E. Wacha and Mr. Cama, to whom

I +was introduced. I had already heard of
Mr. Wacha. He was regnrded as the right-hand
man of Sir Pherozeshah and Mr. Viechand

Gandhi had degeribed him to me 28 a great statis-
tician. Mr. Wacha said, ‘Gandhi, we must meet
again.’

- These introductions could Bscarcely have taken
two minutes. Sir Pherozeshah carefully listened
to me. [ told him that I had seen Justice Ranade
and Tyebji. ‘Gandhi, said he, ‘I sse that I must
help you. I mmst call a public moeting here.
With this he turned to Mr. Munshi, the secre-
tary, and told him to fix up the date of the meet-
ing. The date was mettled and he bade me good-
bye, asking me to see him again on the day
previous to the meeting. The interview removed
my fears and I went home delighted.

During thie stay in Bombay [ called on my
brother-in-law who was staying there and lying
ill. He was not a man of means and my sister
(his wife) was not equmal to nursing him. The
illness was gerious and | offered to take him to
Rajkot. He agreed, and so [ turned home with
my sister and her husband. The iliness was much
more prolonged then I had expected. [ put my
brother-in-law in my room and remained with
him night and day’ I used to have to keep awake
part of the night, and had to get through some of
my South African work whilst 1 was nursing him.
Ultimately, however the patient died, but it was
a great consolation to me that [ had had an oppor-
tanity to nurse him during his last days.

My aptitade for nursing gradually developed
into a passion, so much so that it often led me to
neglect my work, .and on occasions I engaged not
only my wife but the whole household in such
service. C

7
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Soch service can have no meaning vnless one
takes pleasure in it. When it _is done for show
or fear of public opinion, it’ stunts the man
and crushes his spirit. Service which is rendered
withont joy helps neither the servant nor _the
perved. But all the pleasures aqd possessions
pale into nothingness before service which is
rendered in a spirit of joy.

Capetown and the East.
ME. ANDREWS SPEEOH AT THE UNIVERSITY GATHERING

The following has been translated from Die
Burger :(—

The speaker at yestorday's luncheon of the
University Clab was the Rev. C. F. Andrews.
Mr. 8. C. Schreiner as President explained that
Mr, Andrews was certainly one of the most well
known figures in all South Africa at the present
time, owing to his activity in connection with the
Indian problem in the Union. There was a great deal
to be learnt from the East, and Mr. Andrews was
essentially the man, who was able to tell us about
the East; and he, as chairmau, considqred it a
great honour tointroduce him to the audience.

The Rev. C. F. Andrews said that while he was
a young man, he had always felt & yearning to go
to Central Africa. That however, was not to be,
and he had gone to India instead where he had
found a second home, and a country, that he
considered now a part of his own life. It has so
happened that he had lately to divide his time
between South Africa, and India.

During the last few years, he has travelled no
less than five times to Africa, and four times to
the Union.

South Africa was the meeting place for the
. Egst and; West and Capetown was the half way
station situated. exactly midway between the two
continents of Europe and Asia. Capetown owed
its origin, and its first settlement to this singu-
larly favourable position. Will Capetown ever
regain its former position? Well, it was possible
that Capetown might once more depend on her
mercantile marines to bring the East back to her
harbour, as a port of call. The Suez Caral roate
was becoming more crowded, aad expensive
every year owing to heavy canal dues. If inter-
mediate cargo was offered and at the start some
shipping bounties were made possible, there was
little doubt that a portion of the vast Indian trade
could be diverted by way of the Cape.

"The speaker however, wanted rather to expand
the intellectual connexion between South Africa
and India. Every time that he was in Capetown,
the thought became stronger, and stronger, that
Capetown must encourage a “ Faculty of Orientsl
Study ” at her University. South Africa wasin
many respects sllied to the East. The Malay
population was a constant reminder of the East-
ward trend.

It waa fully realised in Europe, and America
how immensely important was the stady of the
East, not merely 1n order to arrive at final
conclusions concerning the Christain religion,
which was itself eastern in origin, but also to study
the problems of langnage, history, philosophy, and
archaeology. The Eastern classics and arts could
be studied with great fruitfulness by the West.
The United States had found this out already,
Germany had progressed more in this direction
than any other conntry in Europe. Through this
study QGermany had solved many of her own
problomu- . .

Capalown, aa the hajf-way mation heiwesny the

West and East, wassinguhrl.ymarkedontasth_e
chosen epot for the encouragement of a “Faoulty
of Oriental learning.” - T

>

Indian Question in South Africa
and the Round Table

Conference
(Continced from Page 155)

The Government of India bad earlier in 1925 urged
upon the Union Government that in order tf:facﬁory secare 8
permanent solntion of the Indian problem sati to
all concerned a conference should be arranged in which
representatives of both Governments should participate.
This suggestion was for certain reasons not accepted, but
when the new Bill was introduced a deputation wenb to
Sonth Africa with the consent of the Union Governmeat,
and with instructions to collect first-hand information
regarding the position generally pending the forther
progress of the measure. The deputation consiated of
Mr. (now Sir George) Paddison, LC.S., Mr. Raza All
aad Sir Devaprasad Savadhikari, Members of the Council
of State, with Mr. G. S, Bagpai, LC.S., a8 Seoretary.
They arrived in South Africa in December, 1925, and
their sble representations to Dr. Malan, Minister’ of the
Interior, secared a decision to refer the Bill to a Select
Committee before the second reading. ~The members of |
the depntation and other witnesses were examined, and’
a3 a resnlt of the evidence obtained, the Government
decided to hold a Round Table Conference of repre-
sentatives of the Union Government and the Government
of Indin in order to explore all possible methods - of
sebtling the Asiatic question in South Africa. A provi-

- gion was made that the settlement arrived .at must hold

ont & reasonable/prospect of safezuarding the maintenance
of Western stundards of life in the Union by just and
legitimate means, but in the meantime the farther con-
sideration of the Bill was postponed. To the Paddison
deputation must be accorded the highest  praise for the
successful ontcome of their devoted efforts in the camse .
of both India and Sonth Africa when hope had almost
been abandoned. Their path was raved with difficalties,
bat they won throngh, and in the end gained the genuine
goodwill of the Union Government as well as of ‘many
of the people of Socth Africa. The informal conversa-
tions with members of the Unicn Government undonbtedly
resulted in a better understanding and appreciation of
respective points of view and difficnlties. ~ =~ .-
About the time the Paddison deputation reach:
South Africa an Indizn depuotation, with Dr. Abdur
Rahman as leader, arrived in Lodia to present a petition
to His Excellency the Viceroy. The depntatior also
addressed meetings in Delhi and other places in India,
and they pat forward their cases against the Bill, with
considerable ability and moderation. Coe
At the invitation of the Government of India a depu-
tation of members of the Union Government, with the
Hou. Mr. F, W, Beyers, K.0., ... {Minieter of Mines
and Industries), as leader, paid 2 visit to India during
September and October, sud were given the opportunity,
in a fairlv extensive toor, of gaining an- insight' into
Indian life and couditions. The visit was full of interest
to the members of the deputation, and India accorded a
hearty welcome to her distingunished guests, C
This brings to the appointment and departare of the
Government of India Delegation to South Africa to
attend the Roand Table Conference which, it had been
arranged, should open at Capetown on December' 17.
The members chosen to assist at the momentous Cons
ference were : L
The Hon. Sir Mohammad Habibunllah, x.c.LE. Mem-
ber of ‘Governor-General’s Execative Council (Leader).
The Hon. Mr, L. Corbett, 0.L.E., LOS., Secretary to
the Government of India, Vommerce Departmant (Daputy}a
. P B
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