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HE Durban Corporation have over and over
again tried to find a way to solve the Tram-
way question, but they have never tackled the
question in the right direction. Complaints

have been made of too much conjestion on the
existing cars and in order to relieve the situation
suggestions have been made to run special cars
for Indians and Natives. We have over and over
again protested against such a snggestion and kave
pointed out that the matter should not be tackled on
rascial lines and that the real solution would be to
merely run an increagsed nomber of carg. Buat they
will not do that. 'Whenever a question of conjestion
arises Natives and Indians become the targets. The
Corporation bave now inaungurated a special service
known as “nnreserved” cars, which could be used
by Indiaps and Natives freely without any restric-
tions as exist on the ordinary cars. Any seli-
respecting Indian, we are sure, will not zvail himself
of this “generosity” of the Durban Town Council.

The following news by the London correspondent
of the Nalal Mercury shows how colonr prejudice is
spreading in Euarope:-

There is great excitement in Edinbargh over the
action of eertain dance clubs and restanrants exclud-
ing coloured people. Questions have been repeatedly
asked in the House of Commons, and now the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Scotish Church, now meeting in
Edinbargh, is taking up the matter, strongly protest-
inf against the Colour bun. The Rev. Mr. Stevenson,
convenor of the Foreign Mission Commitee of the
Church of Bcotland, declared that everyone of
Christian feeling deplored such a ban. He hoped
India would realise ench a thing was not done with
the approval of the representrtives of the Christian
faith in Scotland. Dr. Drummond, at the United Free
Church Assembly said that whoever was responsible
for such a thing was guilty of the grossest treachery
to the British nation and@ was doing everything to
tndermine the stability of the Britsh Empire. Dance
hall proprietors admit the ban, bat déclwesiewas.
forced on them by their white patrons who object
to colonred men dancing with white girls, and as the
whites are in an overwhelming majority they are
compelled to comply with their wishes.

Speaking at the entertainment given in his honour
by the South India ‘Glab, Calcatta, Sir Mohammed
Habibullah made an interesting statemern t-+bexring
on the copmunal question. He gsaid: "I am sore

:¥op will recollect that I stood for election to the
*wadrag Council not from any one of the AMvham-
Itkdan electorates but from the peneral electorate.
thure were three Brahmins, wo Nen-Brxherins and
pet Earopean besides myself anfongst thetandidatea.
exdlominsrtly Hinde-weters honoared-me withbreimn
yuand-d think-keam safely- swy - thaeeamomaed*
prie4ons -held senfams; mine-is-the el ot of a
alem: beingslected by-a pemprebslectovate to the
unjle. - PRiatdes the-seeret--herein 3~ The secret
thia J.datter myself that [ have been endowed
the Almighty with a temperament and outlook

T g ko = — e - - . PR
SR .

o+’ B . . .

“&’ e-;‘--.«_b - s

which refuses to believe in differences and which
aver seeks cornmon points so that I am able to claim
that I am a Moslem of Moslems, that I am a Hindua
of Hindus and above all an Indian of Indians. I
have sought the common points. . 1 have discovered
the common points becanse my optimism and my
energy in this respect at least ig restless.,” .- + -
.. t ALY S

The Minister of the Interior has appointed Mr/
G. Venn, at present Under-Secretary for the Interior
to ba the Commissioner for Asiatic Affiave saya the
Natal Witness ( Capetown Correspondents,) o
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS ABQUT. ..
' .THE AGREEMENT =
) (2) i e IR EEEY o
HS against the two real gains by the
Indo-Union Agreement, one of the
dropping of the Areas Reservation
Bill and the other of the improved Repatri-’
tion Scheme, we have further restrictions-
imposed on us in regard to immigration..
Firstly the amount of deposit taken' from’
immigrants who may be declared prohibited
has been stipulated to a definite amount not,
exceeding one hundred pounds and the
power to fix that amount which was hitherto’
vested in the Minister has now been g_iyen:
to the Immigration Officer who may ﬁx
any amount that he may in his discretion
deem fit up to a hundred pounds,. . .
Although there was no definite amount,
for such deposit stipulated by law the us--
ual amount ‘taken was £31; and while:
it is only right that a definite amount should -
be stipulated there is the fear that the discre.-
tionary power vested ia .the Immigration
Officer may not always be exercised in a
just manrer;and that.would entail - great-
hardship on poorer {ndians who wish to prove-
theirydomicile. Secondly there is the restric-
tionsign. the entry - of minor children who
could hitﬁér,ggfs_@ter unaccompani'g_ ‘will
now have , gbg, accompanied$by their.
motherng Eikeiy. ia person jszabsent from
the Unign even a day overthree yéxs he
lases his domicile within the Undnr -and
any document entitling_his to reside ja the °
P
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Union is rendeted null and void.

These are ssome Jof the important points
embodied in the new Immigration Bill now
before Par]latnent and there s no doubt
that these ‘restrictive’ measures are 4 further
deprivation of the existing nghts of the
Indian community, -

dn the other: hand our gains are the
promises gtven by the Union Government :
Firstly, to give effect to paragraph j of the
Reciprocity Resolution -of the Impenal
Conference of 1918 by enablmg Indians do-
fmcded il the' cotmtry 'to {ivé a happy family
fife by adihermg to the followmg principle::
The Governmﬁnt of Irldla. should certify
t}lgt each mdlwdua] for’ whom a right of
entry is “¢laimed is the lawful wife or child
as the case may be of the person who makes
the ¢laim; and it must be taken for granted
that such certification will be sufﬁdxent in
itsélf “to ‘allow sutj:h wife "or “chlid to enter
without any further ceremonies which they
usually have to undergo b.econdly, to ad-
heré to ihe pf;rtmple that it 15 the duty’of
every- civilised"” Govemment to 'devise ways
and means and to take all p0551b1e steps
fgll" the uRhftmg of eyery séction "¢ *of their
permaneni: (foplﬂatlon to the “extent of their
capac1ty an 0pportumtes. ‘and 15 accept the
view that in the: Prowsnon of éducational and
other- i‘amhtxes, a constderable nun}ber"t)}'
Indlans who remain’ part “of the permanent

Sulation shou1d ot be aﬂowed to lag be-
Hind“other sect1ons of the people, and in
thts connect;on Yo take steps for t'ﬁe im-
pthement of thejr condttlon soctglly, edu-
cationally ard mcfustnaﬂ " Thirdly, ‘to give
aft"'due conmderatmn I.O the sugpestions by
the Govérimént of India” 'De]egauon ‘that
the decretiotlary powers of the' local autho-
rities might “‘réasonably” be limited in “the
followitig“way (1} the grotinds on "which a
licence' may be réfused should be Taid down
by statuté {2) the réasons for which 4Ticence
is reflised shiould be t’ecorded ( 3) there shouild
be'a’ rlght of dppeal in cases™of first appli-
citions® ahd tranisfers, as Well as In'casés of
renewals, "to the’ tourt or to someé other
ntipartlal tribural. B

~Ifthése ¢ prOmlses are sincere, and i it would
be ' \ing'entleman[y t6 " doubt” theit sihcerity,
nOtwnthstandmg the - fact ‘that Such prorises
havé been violated i in the past, thén'we have
réason to hope tedt the Tot of the pérnienant
Iftdin | ‘papulation "ifi- the ‘Utilon. will be
miprove& and " that they will be treated as
pm‘t and parcel of the w’hofe populatmn and

"~
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be given equal rights and opportunities with
the rest of the population.

Exception is being taken by some of our
brethrep to the intention of the Government to
adhere to the prmcxple underlymg the indus-
trial Concilation Act and the wages Act which
enables all employees to take their places
Indians, it is felt, will be puttoa great dlsad-
vantage by it in that many Indians will be put
out of work and their places takea up by

uropeans, The only reply to that is that
we who claim equal rights should not only
seek to enjoy the advantages of those rights
but should also be prepared to suffer
theirdisadvantages; else, we would rlghtly be
charged with selfishness and inconsistency.

‘The one great achievement of the {ndo-
Union Acrreement however, is the appoint-
mient of an Indian Agent in the Unlon
That is perhaps the onty point together with
the dropping of the Areas Reservation Bill
that makes the balance hang slightly in our
favour. Allq our hopes rest npon the Agent
ofi whom lies the respons:blllty to see to'the
proper working out of the agreement.

We would like, in conclusnon, to emphasize
again that this agreement does not settle
the Asiatic question but it is merely a com-
promise between the two. Governments the
working of which is to be experimented.
Mr. Sastri has rightly said that “no seitle-
ment which was not the result of a severe
armed conflict could in the cu’cumstances
be final or decide all the points at issue.’
As long as we have not that power m us
nor even the courage to be martyrs it'is
not only unwise but unbecommg to critisize
and abuse leadefs wiio have been held in
the highest estéem by the whole of India, and
who have done the best they could for us.

Fate.weli To Mr. Sastri

Reuter (Simla) in a message dated May 29 states:--

Mr. Sastri is now on a visit to Simla, and is meat-
ing the Viceroy on Tuesday prior to his departure
for South Africa. - -

‘The local Madrag Club entertained lum in the
afternoon, and presenfed an address axpreamng cons
fidence that Indtas 'hononr ‘wag qu:t& gafe in- his

the exact limitations .. and - functions po
which were not well defied, but he
going with the fullest hopes of there . bei
propitiona circumstances, becanse the Ministersful |
the Unjon Government had not yielded one jfre K
their desire to carry out the articles and proviste
of an agresment unprecedented in character, AW,
From the Union :Goverament, Mr, Saatri said, ha
expeowd every co-operat:on and assistance in the
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difficult task which awaited the Governments of
Sonthi Africa and Indis.

He pleaded for indulgence from the Indian

Government because he ;.vaa not used to Goyg;-nmen}:
sreants” conduct and rules.
ae?l;zpabpeéled to 'the Indjan public for indujgent
criticism and sympathetic attention. )
Sir Muhammad Habiballah, who pres_lltl]ed.' '_hot;_)eq
r. Sastri won]d write a new illuminating
:::;tg in the hiato'ry}ot' thé Indians of South Africa
that wonld bb a-satisfaction to the people‘*thb_re. a
oredit to his Mother-country, and a glory to Ithe
patinns at large. ' : o . ;
He promised Mr Sastri tho Indian Government’s
co-operation #nd goodwill and the help to-which he
was entitled, ' o0t et o

The Story of My Experiments
With- Truth’

[By M. E. GanDHI]
Part II. ~ [Chapter XXV.
"7 IN INDIA
£En roule for Bombay the train stopped at Allahabad
for 45 minutes, I -decided to utilise the inFerv:al-in
a Jrive through the town. 1also had to' purchase
some medicine ata chemist’s shop. ‘The chemist
was half-ssleep and took an uncouscionable time in
dispenelng the mledicine, with theé reanlt that when
1 reached the station the train had just started: - The
Station Master had kindly detained the train one
minute for my esake, but when he did not see me
coming he carefully ordered my loggage to be taken
ont of the train. v - . :
- INTERVIEW WITH THE PIONEER

I took a room at Kellner's and decided to start
" work then and thére, 1 had heard good a deal about
THE PIONEER published from Allzshabad and I had
understood it to be an opponent of Indian aspirations.
1 have ah impression that Mr: Chesney; Jr. was
the Editor at-that time, ¥ wanted to secure the help
of every party,sol wrote anote to Mr. Chesney
telling him how I had missed the train and asking
foran appointment which would enable me to leave
thie -next day. "' Hé immediatély offered me one, for
whichi { wid§ very happy, ‘especiilly when I found
that lie' gitvé mie'a patient hearing.”” He promised to
nofice in his paper anything’ that I might write, bat
added thdt he ‘totld not gromise to endorsé sll the
Iridian’ Qemdnds, iiasmnch ‘28 he was bound to un-
deretand ‘and give due weight to thé view 'point of
thié-Colonials ag well. ' ot
¢ It'is ‘eniouph,’ I said, ‘that you should study the,
quéetion and 'didenss it in your piper.' Idsk and
desite fiothing bat the bare justice that is dus to us,’
‘T'he rent of thie day ‘was Bpent in' having a look
roudd and Admiring ‘the magnificent confluence of
the' thrée’ Fivers-the Triveni—and planning the

wbrkbe-fom me‘ o . ) [ - ) Y S s
This ‘uneéxpected interview with the Editor of
THE PIONEER laid thé foundation of the serieg of
incidents Which nltimatel¥ ‘led to my being Ignched

inNam. N - . . . . . . M . .-

N THE GREEN PAMPHLET
I went straiglit to Rajkot ‘without halting at
~Bombay and began to make preparations for writing
imphiet ba the sitnation in Sonth Africa. The
S sonneetid Jcation of the pamphlet took about

wuionnect il A

Rhitlanq a green cover and hence came to
tRusantad/ | the “Green  Pamphlet” In
prong ly subdued picture of the condi-

n Somth Africa. The langgage 1

exosg J
ok ' moderate than that of the two
2.0 ) 1 have referred to before, as [

péu ; heard of from a distance appear

gre. .
= ‘“'}es were printed angl they were

3 -

gent to all the papers and leaders of every party in
India. THE PIONEER was the first to notice'it-edi-
torjally. A summary of the article was cabled- by
Reuter to England, and a snmmary of that summary
wag cabled to Natal by Renter's London- Offce.
This cable was not longer than three - linesin print;
It was a miniature, bot exaggerated, edition of the
picture | had drawn of the treatment accorded to
the Indian's in Natal, and it was not in words - We
sha)l see later on the effect this had in Natal, In
the ‘meanwhile every paper of note commented at
length on the question. - T '
‘To get these pamphleta 'ready for posting was no
small matter and an expensive one too, if I shonld

1A

employ paid help for preparing wrappers etc: - But

I kit apon a much simpler plan. I gethered together
all the children in my locality and ssked them to
volunteer two or three hours’ labour of a morning
when they had no school.  This they -willingls
agreed -
themw, a8 a reward, used postage stamps whioli I had
collected. They got through the work-im no time: .
That was my first experiment of having little child-
ren as volunteers: Two of those little friends afe
my co-workers to-day. ) N
ANTI-PLAGUE WORK IN RAJROT. C
~ Plagune broke “out in Bombay about this tie 4h
there was panic all around.” :Phere was fedt of 4
outbreak ‘in Rajkot: ~Ad:I felt thit I-tould ‘Ho-of

to do. I promised to bless them and give -

L1

some help in the sanitation department I offefed ¥ -

gervices to the State.- -They-were accepted, and I
was pat -on the Committee-which was appoi tad to
Idok .into-'the qaestion: “T laid-dpéctdl-eihiptdsi¥ ol
the cleanliness of latrines and the Committee de-
cided o inspect them every street. The poor people
had’ xo ‘objection fo théjir latrines ing inspected,
and what ig more, ﬂaey carried out the improvements
suggésted to them. But when we went to inapeat
the houses of the upper ten, some of them even
refused admission, not to talk of agreeing to our
improvements. It wae onr common experiance that
the’ latrines of the rick were more unclean. . They
were dark and stinking and reeking with filth and
worms, in a word, 'veritablé ‘hells, N
ments’ W& bad’ suggested were quite simple £.4. to.

The improve-,

have buckets for excrement instead of aHowing it

to drop or'the ground; to see that urine also-was
collecteéd in buckets, instead of allowing it to scak
into “the ground, and o demolish the partitions
between the outer 'wally and the |

latrines, g0 as to,

give tie ‘latrifies moré light and air and to enable .

the" scavenger” to clean them properly: The npper

classes raised numerons objections to this last impro-

vement and i most it was not carried out, - .~ .
FIRST VISIT TO THE HOUSE OF UNTOUUH_ABLE
The Committee had to inépect the “Untéuchable”

quarters also. Only one mtember'of thé Commities
was ready to accompany: m¢ ‘there.” Po‘thld*best -

it 'wag something preposterous to visit thise dtarters,
still ymore 80 to \inspeot their Jafrine ' But foFme
those' quarters: were an agrecable surprisé.! Thif
was the first visit in my life to énch aigcality. “The
men and -women:thefe were surprised {0 gd& uis < 1
askred them to et e inspéct théir latrined, 4+ #4’ ¥

*Latrines for ve!” they 'exclaimed “in astonigh:

ment. ‘We go and perform our farctiong ont -+ tHs
open. Latrines are for yem big pedple? i - i< riik

“Well, thén, you: wor't mind”if'we inspeét your
housesi” Tasked. @ - -1l e otwdi v oar

"You aré perfectly welcomne, Sir. Yoi may fiee
every nook and corner of our houses, Ours'‘are ‘16
honses, they are holes.” ' = vwes 1 Ia 4k ix

I went in and wnas delighted to see that tho insides
were as clean a8 ontsided:! The éntraticed Werd well
swept;- the “Hloors were beaatiftiliy" dnibdred’ with
cowdung, and the few pots and pads Wers &leait atid
shining.: /Thers wag no fear of dn' outbredk’ia’ those
quarters, ° ; T N T R -3 R T

LY %

FLE- P



154

\
INDIAN OPINION [

June 3rd, 19z

" In the upper class qnarters we came across a latri-
ne which I cannot help describing in some detail.
Every room had its gutter which was used both for
water and urine which meant that the whole house
would stink. But one of the houses had a storeyed
bedroom with a gutter which was being nsed both
as'a urinal and a latrine, The gutter had a pipe
deacending to the ground ficor. It was not possible
to stand the foul smell in this room. How the occu-
pants would slesp there I leave the readers to im-
agine,

The Committee also visited the Havsli {the chief
Vaishnavite temple). The priest in charge of the
temple was very friendly with my family. So he
agreed to let us inspect everything and saggest what-

~ ever improvements we liked. There wasa part of
the temple premises that he himself had never seen.
It was the place where refnse and leaves, used as
dinner plates, nsed to be thrown over the wall. It
was- the haunt of crows and kites. The latrines
were of course dirty., I was not long enough in
Rajkot to see how many of our suggestions the priest
carried out.

I was pained to see so much uncleanliness about a
place of worship., One would expect a careful

observance of the rules of sanitation and hygiene in

a place which is regarded as holy. The sage authors
of the Smritis, as I knew even then, have laid the
greatest . emphasis on cleanliness both inward and
outward

Rabmdranath Tagore on Chma

- The following interview was given to the Poet,
Rabindranath Tagore to a representative of the news-
paper Forward in Calcutta. It runs as follows:—

For the momentall eyes are tarned towards China.
Through protracted travails she is giving birth to the
new spirit of Asiatic Renaissance chafing to shake
off the shackles of foreign domination. The fight
she is wielding to-day i on behalf of all eastern
conntries which like her have fallen victims to the
aggression’ of White Imperialism. In this, China
deserves our sympathy, if nof help. Bat India has
failed ‘in her obligation, a8 her resources are now
being exploited by her unscrupulous foreign masters
to chéck this rising spirit. of the orient in China.

The sending of Indian troops to China has raised
a problem, the gravity of which has fortunately not
been lost sight of. It is adiplomatic manoceuvre
which "serves the British interest in more than one
+ways, by helping her to retain her ill-gotten posses-
gions in China and at the same time alienating China
from India—two sister nations bound up in a relation
of most intimate spiritual kinship throngh long ages,

To judge the issne in all its aspects a special
attempt shonld now be made to focas on this subjeck
the opinion of all who can speak with authority.

That was my intention when I saw the Post at his
residence on the last Sunday, January 30th. He is
one of those who are thorcughly conversant with

" the, position of India in the world abroad and bave
stndled the Chinese situation first hand during his
last visit there when the very heart of China was
flung open to him. When I entered his rcom he
was reclining in ihs chair and,received me with a
conrteous semile. He still bears that bright healthy
look with which he came from Eorope but there
were visible marks of fatigue in his face, produced
probably by -the exertiong gone through 1n getting
up his ‘Natir Puja” for the stage.

After & short conversation on the topics of the
day—the most important of which was the queslnon
of contmued detention of the Ordinance pnsoners
on which the Poet promised to give his views—we.
came to the present plight of China. -

China is a sore point with him. As he referred

to the inhuman an iniquity that has been perpetrated <+

on China, the deep black eyes of the Poet beamed

with indignation and his cool silvery tones ;
warm with feeling. ‘I have always felt very k
on the subject,” said he, “and have never fail«
express my condemnation of the policy that is
pursued there. The present expedition, of the
lish against China is a crime against humanity,
to our utter shame India is being used as pawn
the game.”

INDIANS CALLED DEMONS

“The perpetrators of the tyranny that is d.
havoe in Chinaalways keep themselves behind w
the Indians who are being used as tools in carr:
out their nefarious designs have to come in di
contact with the Chinese people. The resultis
all their resentment and hatred is directed aga
the Indians, 80 much so, that they call us dem:
It is not an unfamiliar sightin China to see the &
policemen pulling the Chinaman by pigtail
kicking him down for no apparent reasons, W
wonder is there that we would be characterised|
that title.” .

I took this opporimnity to point to him how
Gurkhas duaring the last Mesopotemian fight
earned for themselves the delectable epithet!
“Broods of Devil” Thers was also to be seen
working of the same policy, remarked the Poet, -
like the Sikh constables in China those poor pec
were also the victims of the same insidious tyram

Hers he related an incident which occured dar
his last visit to Japan. At Hongkong a Chin
pedlar was frying to come near the steamer appare
ly with the intention of selling goods. Bata 8
constable who was on watch there whimsically t.oTI
bhim by his pigtail and threw him off with a ki
The sight was so painfal to the Poet that
he could got down from the steamer he wo-
have himself intervened with the constable al
dissnaded him from this inhnman frivolity. It~
gickening to see a Blave oblivious of the ignomi
of his own bondage strutting prondly with the b
rowed authority of his master, and it was far ms
gickening to find him making uncalled for applicats
of that anthority on others,

THE TRAGEDY

“That is the tragedy of the present helpless plig
of India,” he continued, “Enslaved as we are” to o
utter shame, we are bemg used as instraments ff
forgoing fetters for other people. In a crasm
against justice, freedom and morality whers t.
English are the agressora India is being draggs
into the field againat her own will, It isa loath
gome insult to our manhood, and to add to this, tk
calomny and condemnation which should justly s
over to our masters wholly fall to our share. In th
last war the German resentment against the Englis
was not so strong as against the Indian soldier
becanse their offensive againet Germany was so0 ur
meaning and uncalled-for. By fighting for a can
which is so disreputable her sons cannot claim to &
recognised as heroes, nor does it help her in thi
least to shake off the yoke of foreign dominatioi
that sits heavy apon her. Not even gratitude is hes
due, for hers is a co-erced co-operation, and nu
voluntary contribution. India is not Australia to F
able te turn back andrefuse all aid to the dp'’
British campaign againat China, With her
gacrifice in an abyes and in the bargain she geﬂ
inveterate prejudic raised by this repirlase: -r} s

¥

i

which loses the sympathy of her rpan off
her own cause. iona

he W ¢
A MENACE TO ASIATIC FRE, ° “beiy,

That is why India is regarded bByyigtersit ‘1
powers 88 a menace to their freed?/pne jdre '
resources at her disposal are the very proviste /
apptehension and so long as the ¥i,. AW
resources lies bevond her own contr _jtn gaid, ke
always" Yooking-upon her with ar-htanoe m ﬁm
and pneer, _ !

: oo 3 '
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The result is that India is fast losing that reapect
which was only hers as the greatest spiritual am-
bassador in Asia. It is she who haa for agee supp!he_d
the spiritnal nonrishment to Chinz and other Asiatic
countries and send out emissaries_fo; preaching the
goepel of love and unity. Bat if in the hour of
China's peril the fallen people of India now go there
as the harbinger of political repression, t]_m agelong
affinity that tradition has built up _wxll at once
cramble down to pieces. Cap anything be more
deplorable ?

CHINA ON TBE DEFENSIVE

“But can we accept the plea urged by the English
that they are fighting on a defensive,”—I asked.
The placid flow of that silvery voico was suddenly
interrnpted with apparent emotion. With a sudden
tarn of his soft white face which had become flashed
with ecrimson the Poet broke ont—'‘But who gave
the ofensive. Who attempted to throst o?ium down
the throat of the whole popalation of China on the
point of bayonet and penalised their non-compliance
by taking possession of the most valnable part of
their coantry 7 Why was Hong Kong wrested away
from the Chines, people by force? It was Chlqa's
wealmess that m =de her submit at that time apd ifa
powerful China now demands the restoration of
what was once her own surely a long posseesion by
force cannot be urged by the English as a justification
for relating an illgotten property. It was the Eng-
lish who took up the original offensive and they
shonld not now take shelter under the false cry ofa

"defensive campaign. It is China whois really on
the defensive,

IN AID OF EMPIRE

“They also demand this contribution in men and
money a8 due from us for being members of the
game empire”—I interrapted again, The smooth
marble featmres brightened up with a suppressed
smile. “Yes,” said he, “but do you think this
empire is based on equity and equality, and do yon
believe that we are the living limba of that empire ?
Our member-ship of the empire earns for us all its
ignominy withont any corresponding share in its
glory. The robber Ratnakar of whom we read in
the Ramayana committed crimes to earz money to
support his family. When the day of reckoning
came the members of his family who had shared his
earnings refused to share his sin and he had to bear
the whole brunt alone. Yet that sinful man had at
least the satisfaction of making some profit out of his
gins. But the positive wrong that we do to others as
well as to ourselvea all end without any gain accru-
ing to us. Real and living membership involves the
right to refnse co-operation at will as we find in the
case of other gelf-governing membera. But the very
fact that we have not that right and have got to
comply with the dictates of our English masters,
whether we will it or not, shows the real nature of
onr membership. The consequence is that, while
Australia flonts_tha. British Government with im-
punity ‘L-‘:" The ¢, and money for the empire
and - PIAL 18 WA%54  Ja))ianwallabags.
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The Indian Question in South
Africa and the Round Table
Conference

By Sz Darcy Liwpsay, C.B.E.

The Round Table Conference held at Capetown in
December and January last to consider what is coms.
monly termed the Indian question in Sonth Africa, with
a view to arriviog, if possible, at a satisfactory settlement
of a ditficalt problem that for years past has been & con-
stant source of irritation, was an epoch-making event in
the history of India. For the time first India without the
intervention of the Secretary of State entered into direct
negotiation with a Dominion. She sent an important
and representative Delegation to Soath Africa at the in-
vitation of the Union Government to attend a Round
Table Conference on a matter of high Imperial policy,
and she haa therehy taken her place in inter-Imperial
relations as un equal partner in the British Commowealth
of Nations. The outeome of the Conference iz likely to
be a cementing of the bondz of Empire, for complete
agreement was reached on many issues, and a sure
foundation laid for a more sympathetic understanding
between the two conntries than has, enfortunately,
hitherto been the case. The principle of direct comma-
nication between the two Governments has met with
approval, and it will now be possible for Ministers in
charge of portfolios to deal directly with each other, thus
allowing the human element more play than was possible
under the old round about eystem of getting into touch
with the officials concerned.

Before I deal with the decisions arrived at, it is ad-
visable to explain how the Romnd Table Conference
came into being. To the Right Honourable the Marquis
of Beading, the late Viceroy of Iundia, all honourjis due
for the wonderfnl patience and tact with which he
handled a most delicate question at a time of sore distress
and feelings were rogning high. Fall credit mnst also
be accorded to the political parties in both countries for
exercisiog that wise restraint at a critical juncture that
made the snccess of the negotiations possible. By taking
leaders of political parties of the Legislature into his
coofidence, and laying his cards on the table, Lord
Reading ehowed true statesmanship. :

The problem of dealing with an Indian population,
which increases not through immigration but by its own
birthrate, has for many years been a disturbing factor in
Soath Africa, and largely on economic gronnds the
white community has come to regard it as a menace.
Matters came to 2 head in 1914, after the passive .resig:
tance campaign organized by Mr. Gandhi in 1906, and a
se{tlement was arrived at between General Smauts and
Mr. Gandhi whereby in return for certain assurances
given by General Smuts 1t was agreed that forther im-
migration into the Union shoald cease except in the case
of the wives and children of domiciled Indians. " This
bas been generally referred to as the Smuts-Gandhi
szreement, and was described by Mr. Gandhbi as the
“Magna Charta of Indian Liberty in Sonth Africa.” It
was accepted by the Indians in South Africa in the hope
that once the white population was rid of the fear of un-
restricted immigration from India, existing disabilities
wonld slowly dieappear. Speaking in the Imperial War

Couference in 1917, General Smuts aaid ; .
“There is still a difference of opinion on administrative
matters of detail, some of which are referred to in the
memorandae which is before ns; bat I feel sore, and I
bave always felt sure, that once the white community in

. South Africa were rid of the fear that they were going

to be flooded by nulimited immigration from India, all
the other questions wonld be sabsidiary, an. wonld be-
come eadily and perfectly soluble. That is the position
in which we are now that the fesr which formerly
obsessed the settlers there has been removed; the great
principle of restricting immigration for which they have
contended is on our Statnte book with the consent of the
Indian population in BSouth Afrios Wnd the Indiax
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aytharitier in Tudis; end, that bejng &; ¥ think the door
i8 now qpen-for g peacefy! and statesmanlike solution of
all emoe admivistrative tronbles which occurred and
will occur from time to_time: ..

In 1918 Geveral Bmbts' Finance Minister, Mr. Bur-
to_n, pmhgllx .Tepeated the assorance, and his words
will bear reproduction : T )

.z ¥As far.gs we are concerned, it is only fair' to say—
gud iy is-the trath—that we bave found ‘the Indisns in
our midet'in South -Africa, who {orm iw some paris a
¥ery-snbstantial portion of the population, are good, law-
abidingy quiet-citizens, and it is our dnty to ece; as he
(Lord-Sinhe) himeelf expressed it,: that they are treated
. 38 buman: beings, with feelivgs like our own, and in a
praper-menner.!} . B
nsDoring the period of the war agitation agninst the
gommunity:may, be gaid to have been temporarily stilled
beganse of tIndia’s response to the call of the: Empire -and
the abeorption of -all comporent parts in the effort to
_gthieve complete: victory. - With the return of peace the
old: animosity once again appeared. .. - )
o HIi:1819:the Asiatic Euquiry Commission was appo’ted
by.the Union Government,.aud the Government of India
.depnted Sir:B. Robertson; rwith Mr, @. L, Qorbett; 18.0;,
to: attend-its- meetings and render assiztance when asked.
The-report was issued in March; 1921, and contained
specifie recommendations, which have not yet been given
gffect-tes “This caused the League to renew their effo-f3,
. god-in-responsaito-elamonr: cer-ain Pépressive meanares,
guch as the Purban and Natal Land Alienation Ordi-

nances, Natal Raral Dealers’ Licensing Ordinancey
the Natal Boronwhs aad Township Drdinauce,'l
enarted: and im Jaouary, 1924, the Smuts Govern
publisbed & Bill ‘‘to make provision for the reser
of residential and trading areas in urban, areas for|
sans other thaa -natives having racial qhamc!e_nsu1
eommon.” This is known as the Class dreas Bill. |
Gavernment of [ndia made strong representations ag
the wmeasure, especially with regard to the. segref
clanses, bat bappily the Bill lapsed when the Goi
ment resigned. There wag, however, unt moch re|
for in Julv, 1925, a new Bill; termed the Arens ResH
tion snt Immigrativa and Rogisteatinn (Fucthet |
vision) Bill, was intraluced by the Minister of..the
terior. This provided far the segregation of the..J

comamunity, both comumereial and rosidentia, - nud|
posed the mst rigid. restrictions, on their rights to acx
fixed propecty and to trade. ([t alsa proposed &

stringent applicqtion of the Immigration Law,, an
particnlar prohibited, after 1930, further -entry _gt
wives apd childron of Todians domieiled .in the - i
These drastie. proposats _roused deep,.indignation.|
alacm-in. Jndia.umonyg all sections of ghe .pecple, Int
and Europeans salike, and iy South Africa itqelo]
Tndiap commanity were rednced to & state of hap
despaip.. By -enforcing . egregation and, oitipater
privatipn of proverty and vested interests, the mel
avewed its frauk objective—which was to make the
tion so difficals as to ¢ mpel Indjang to leave the T

' {To be continued.)
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