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THE RT..HON. MR. SASTRI ON THE AGREEMENT

HE Rt. Hon. V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri delivered

a long and lncid lectare on the Sonth African

Agreement before an open-air meeting held

under the anspices of the Deccan Sabha, Poona.
Dewan Bahador K. R. Gokhasle presided.

Mr. Sastri began by empbasgising the importapce
of asolotion of the Indian question in Sonth Africa.
Besides improving the position of our countrymen
in that colony, the settlement, he said, wounld also
react favourably on the position of Indians settled in
cther parts of the British Empire. The difference
between the whites and the coloured population was
both racial and _economic. The marked difference
in their standarda_of lifa had to be recognized. Mr.
Sastri said that the difference was obvioms to any
one who had visited Indian and Eunropean quarters
even in a city like Poona. Although everyone well
understood the meaning of western standards of life
no precise definition of it was possible. The dif-
ference between the two standards wounld be thrust
on the observance of any one who visited the city
of Durban. There the difference was marked,
among other things, between the housing, sanitation,
style of dress and scope, for recreation of the whites
and the Indians. The whites had incurred sacrifices
to maintain their standard of life and were afraid of
the large number of Indians in their midst who had
a far lower standard of life. The racial bias, no
doubt, aggravated the situation; but the maintenance
of their western standard of life had always been the
primary objective of the whites. We who seek an
honourable solation, Mr. Sastri said, must admit its
reality. The whites felt that their own standard of
life was threatened by being surrounded by numeri-
cally superior people with'a lower standard of life.
They feared that the superiority of a pumber would
ultimately decide the balance. Reduction of the in-
assimilable Indian community to a manageable com-
pass was therefore to them fundamental te the
maintenanco of their own standard of living. Pro-
coeding, Mr. Sastri observed that it was our duty to
* produce a state of comparative ease in the minds of
the whites in regard to this question. The agree-
ment arrived at  between Mahatma 'Gandhi’ and
General Smuts conceded the rights - of ‘the South
African-whites to maintain their standard of life and
provided for a gradual reduction in the Indian po-
pulation by voluntary repatriation. The result ex-
pected from the agreement had not come abount and
the fear of namber still persisted in the mind of
the whites. Impelled by this fear they devised a
very harsh and humiliating measure to squeeze out
the Indians. Faced by this sitnation the ~Govern-
ment of Lord Reading offered to send its represen-
tative to South Africa to discover how to enable the
whites to maintain their standard by just and legiti-
mate means, .

‘Mr. Sastri went on to say that the menace to the

- white standard of life conld be removed in two

ways, namely, by a reduction of the present number
of Indians and by helping the regiduary and per-

manent Indian population to attain to a higher -

etandard of life. For the reduction of numbers,
the Gandhi-Smuts settlement agreed on voluntary

repatriation which was later on embodied in the
Indian Relief Act. This was considered to be an
bonourable settlement. Mahatma Gandhi called it
the Magna Charta of the Indian people in South.
Africa. Under that settlement the repatriate had,
in return for a free passage, to forfeit the right of
domicile in South Africa on behalf of himself,
his wife and minor children. - This forfeiture
of domicile by the repatriates, Mr, Sastri said,
involved a surrender of what may be described .
a8 their birthright for a mess of pottage. The -
monetary indacement by way of free passage and
bonus, although it caused & rapid flow of Indians
from South Africa for some years, did not achieve
the object of the South African Government.. The . .
number of repatriates steadily decreased. " This led .
the South African Government to frame the ‘Areas,.‘
Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Far-. '
ther Provision) Bill. The provisions of this Bill
were most rigorous, humiliating and oppressiva on
Indians,” The Indian Delegation had snoceeded in
persuading the Somth African Government to. ;
abandon theee bills which threatened the very exis- »
tence of -the Indian community in Sounth. Africa. j
The delegation told the South African Government | -
that the repatriation’ scheme of the Gandhi-Smuts :
agreement did not work properly, becanss it had
certain defects which hurt the pride of the Indians, |
It told them to take away the frand and the deceit
in the repatriation scheme and to treat the Indians |
as self-respecting people, which alone could assare )
the success of the repatriation scheme. Procceding, I
Mr. Sastri pointed out how the new scheme of
assisted emigration safeguarded the rights and gelf-. -
respects of Indians. ‘Under the present agrecment .
an ‘assisted emigrant’ was not required to surrender
his domicile in .South Africa. The difference be-
tween the ‘repatriate’ of the old scheme and the
‘amsisted emigrant’ of the new agreement was not of,
mere terminology. The Indian born in South Africa;
had his domicile in the country of  his birth and } ..
when he chose to come to India he was an émigrant ,
from South Africa and not a repatristed, Indiam. |
The assisted emigrant Indian under the present .
agreement coald retarn to South Africa within thres
years from his departure from South Africa. Thisg .
right of ré-entry was a great improvement on the .

, Tormet scheme. It maintained their self-respect and ;

gave & locus penstentise o the assisted emigrant. Here, .,
Mr. Sastri referred to the scepticism exhibited by

certain people in India regarding the "advantages ..
secured by the Delegation. - The peychology behind

, that scepticism, he observed, was that the mind ~

which had dwelt on grievances and hugged them
night and day coald not believe' in the removal of .
them without imagining the sarrender of some im- )
portant principle, some vital points somewhere., - .
Mr. Sastri then explained the other advantages
segured by the Delegation. He gaid there Was 1ow
evident a happy change of heart on the part of the
South African Government towards Indians, They .
had for the firet time declared a policy of great

. beneficence towards Indians, For the last 35 or 40
. Years t:l.m South A.fnm.n Government' had never
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liked tha Indians and had ilwavl oonsidered thom
a8 aliens and interlopera. Under the new agraement
the Bouth Africen Governmeint admitted thei J res-
vousibility ‘€oe the residpary Indian pogulation and
agreed to offer them the facilities for upliftment
which it was the duty of all civilised . governmenta
to give to every section of their permanent popnla-
tion. The policy as gnunciated “was couched in
general terms, but its declaration in clear and tn-
ambignous terms conetituted a great advance. For,
all future lapses might be remedied by ultimately
réferririg the Sguih Affignd Goverppant to itp’ owy
pladge. - ‘Farther, it was necessry to recall the ‘con-
am:ntion and the division of function of the South

Gevernment, ,. In 8outh Africs there wae a
Cpnt Qagd geveral rovincial Goverumenta. Edn-
cation, sanitation and the granting of trade licances
were mb;gctq transfarred to the provinces wha wera-
exeeedingly, iealm pL their yights and the Umonf
GOVG}'FD}BQ"’ eonld not give promises, without re--
servations eafeguarding the rights of the Prowinoes;.
they coyld only goygest and advise the Prowioial
Governmenta regarding carta,u} policy and procedure, .
but they could do ne moure, It wea for. the, Provin-
cigl Governments to takp action, - They had sgreed

to take ail poselbla stepe o make pravision for edun.

eatiorgxﬂa sa;;ua,ry and ot.her fmhtaes for the Indisng .
he sudiepca o remember
' anqt}:er tg e?bﬁ Qhﬁugﬂ of heart and outlook :had
just tonghe Qn the superiop gtatesmen. of South .
A.friea,. It bad yet to filter dawn to that element of--
* thé population on vrhosg vote the Goverpment of -
» the eountry rest requirer] persistent propan .
* ganda and ancation- in which we had to yndeytake
our share of wor ﬁud respengibility. , An educpled, .
Indian commupit ty ulong ‘gould, retain, ite . rights. .,
, Education, therefore, 43 | , Androws. 3lag believed,
it wa th,e mqs; primary nec( ni the Tndisna, in South. -

giry in t cational . snd. sanitery
con,tlihon oﬁqlmg ¥

agpeeman and the Ump
trols al) h}ghqr Jucation
provision for ndla.ns at the Cpllega ap Fort Harg,:
Mr. Sagtr! then referred to gome of the criticisme..
levelled against the seitijement,. Mahatma Gandhi .

ted {0 make epecial

had spoken of the possibility of danger and dis- -

appointmepml the npw scheme. | No. one denied -
thal we had tq be watchfal and bosp who fallpwed
Mahatma Gandhi,  Mr.,
siate.ments llterally, for the
exaggerate,’
ted and the s Bense of , apprebension had
tuabe our yag) gxp
ever, 6 8 gudog golely. py
my 26t repognlse angeg 98
weré unmistakable; gigng

Mphatma did not..

papt experience. We.
they nconrzed. . Therp. -
$ pew gm in Sputh

Africaand it would be fp pttgr fo; 78 fo dwall in
Sn Bavernment .

hope t.han in fear, ,

I}tr
requiested the G9vPrnmen of India to appoint .

an Agent 0 South Africa to ensure. aicht,nwe and
continnous co-operatpon I:‘et ep he, twoe copngries.
They had promised o, fveat t ndian Agent with
hono ahajmsg

and dipl omguc copmd.emtlon
Gamjl had j omte out, much . will: depend on the .
Indian, Ageh gr it wp,e largply igy him to, sep that
the pos.aibihtiqs of dapger. did nof sventnully bepome
actualities.

Many had nayirslly wondered at ‘the sudden
chgnge ok a crugl gnd arbitrary Government like
that of South Afplca 1ﬁbo @ just and reasouable
Govérnment. No psycholagical analysis fully ex- .
plaining this tmngformation, Mr, Sastri said, coqld
be expected of him on that occasion. . But, broadly,
one pr fwo factors auggeﬂted ;hemselves. The open-
hande ospita}ht.y tp the Sonth Africgn Dalegahon
while {m lia pnd the pelf-sacrificing and magnani-
qs omiggion pf gpy ;nferencp to their treatment

to' Qouth' Aﬂrican Indiaps during the ]Dalegatmns
stay in India, Mr. Sastri said, had made a great im-

een promyised, onder the
Gpvernment which ooy .-

tri said, must interpre} bia -

The pogsibility of disappointmen exis- .
heen sccen- -
{wpce .t wag 0o nee, bow- -

Eueaulnn on the mind of thai Government. Another
‘tor wag the trunsformation of General Hortzox in
the last Imperial Conference, whers his nationalist

-aspirgidon received theie consummation and where

he recounciled himself to Empire obligations, wh:ch
included that =1l sections of the population in the
Empire shogld be treated with jnstico and fairneen.

Mpr. Sastri concluded by drawing attention to the

‘constitntional aspect of the Indian Delegation. It

was the first Indian Delegation with an Indian
leader., The Deleyation hgd come ta an agreement

E ::with anth Africa, to which the Secretary of Siate

waa nnt a party. This was a constitational advance
of some importance. The Delegation had set a pre-
cadent and fally vindicated the trost reposed in it.
Mr. Suatri asked Indiane to see that the procedure
wes maintained in fature.~~Servani of India,

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

E reproduse elsewhere in this issue a
W report of the interview that was granted
to the Natgl Witnees by the Principal
of the Marluburu Technicul { olle.e in connection
with the Hinister's enquiry with regnrd to techni-
cal educution for Indians. Bince the interview,
we have learnt that Dr. Malan had directed his
epqujries to the Principsls of hoth the Dprban and
Maritzburg Technisal Collegess Mr. Fosley, the
Principal of the Maritzburg College, favours the
idea of establishing n college t» be run on parallel
lines. Wo should have liked to know as to what
Mr, Nurbeth’s reply was. As sn educationalist of
the highent order, Mr. Narbeth would bgve un-
doubtedly replied mogt favourably.

‘Thé newy, comipg as it did immediately after
tha Round Tuble Conference, is most welcome.
It gives in clear terms the sineerity of the Govern-
ment and it is a hard knock on the heads of those
few who looked upon the Indo-Upnion Agresment
with suepiciog and doubted the sincerity of the
Unicn Government.

The Indian education in Natal, nay, in South
Africa, bas been neglected a great deal The
Goverpment hos hitherto taken very little notice
with regard to the education of I[odians, The
sum votad each year under this head is bardly
sufficient - t6 conduct an ordinary elementary
school for g full year. It is because of this uiter
neglqct that an appalling state of affaire exists
amqnget the less fortunate class of Indians. How
is it possible for any section of the population to

' rise ‘to a bigh standard when its educstion is

neglécted ? The percentage of sehools in com-
parison to the Indian population of Bouth Africa
is remarkably low. The eurriculum in these
schools is not what it ought to be. The stundard
of efficiency amongst"the teachers is poor. We do
not blome the Indian teachers. We do certainly
blame the (Government for this state of affairs,

In the circumstances the news of the Minister's
enquiries with regard to the technical education
of Indigps is wmost encouraging. If the opening
of technical schools matorialises, as it undoubtedly

- will, we bave every hope that in the near future

there will he a vgst improvement in the status of
Indiane in Soiith Africa.
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The matter i still under consideration and
whilst we do unt decire to deal lengthily on the
subject, wo appreciate the sincerity of the (Fovern-
ment. It is 3 glear evidence of the perfret under-
standing that has heen arrived at between the
Union and the Indian Governments.

Technical Education for Indians

Interior’s Letter to Marjtzburg College

In connection with techpical education for 'Indiaus,
the following letter has been received from the Depart-
ment of Interior by the Principal of the Maritzburg
Technical College (Mr. A. Hoaley) :—

“In conpection with representations which have been
made to the Minister as to the necessity for the proyision

of facitities in technical education for Indian children in

Natal, [ am directed to state shat in Capetown the need
of non-Earopeag pupils in thig respect has beer met by
the establishment, in a separate building, as part of the
Cape Technical Co.lege, of a special sectien for such
upila.

¢ “PThe Minister will be glad to learn whether your
council can see its way to meet che peeds of the Indian
community in 8o far a8 yopr institution is csncerned on
similar lines.”

Mr. Hosley told a representative of the Nalal Wilness
that he felt that the Indisns shonld nos be denied the
fncilities they were requiring. '

From other soarees it was determined that althongh
nothing definite has been decided it iz wery likely that
technical edneation will be provided for the Indian com-
mauaity in Maritzburg in the near foture. It will be
impossible, however, far this to be done in the presenb
Techoical College buildings,

Mz. HosLEY INTERVIEWED

The shove letter from the Department of the Interior to
the Principal of the Maritzburg Technical Callege (Mr.
A. Hosley) agking if the College can see its'way to meeb
the purpose of providing facilities in technical edncatiop
for Indian children ip Natal, is a proof of the Uniop
Government’s desire to meet the commuaify in its eda-
catiopal reqpirements.

Mr. Hoaley, io the course of an interview, reiterated
the views which bhe had already expressed to. a' represen-
tative of the Nalal Wiinass, namely, that he felt that the
Indians shonld not be denied the facilities they were re-
quiripg.

“I have personally no proaf that it is waoted by the
Indian community but if the peed exigtg it must be met.”

Mr. Hosley favourably regarded the inangoration of
a parallel institution, if provided by the Indians them-
selves, to be ran under the guspices of the Technical
College,

Asked if there would not be any obstacles in the way
of Indian youths seeking gpprenticship in trades, he be-
lieved, for obvions reasons, that some difficalties were im-

mediate bat he eaw no regson why, ip course of time, it .

shonld not settle jt=elf; a number of youag Iudisns were
already apprenticed in Durban. The locally grained
youth woald piten seek other fields for work as this was
the care with a number of Europeans, which might
equally apply to Indisna )

Mr. Ilosley 95 the first Principal of the Technigal
College which started with 7 stodents on its roll apd
which Dow covers its work under two separate roofe,
namely, the City Buildings, and its extension at Mavor's
Walk, sees clegrly what would be required for proyision-
ing facilities in techuical education, if he wag ever eall-d
upon to take charge of or help in the Fudian department.

_He sonnded, iy conclusjon, a note of warning to Iy-
dians, should ghey in gtarting an ipstitution, probably a

central one for the whole of Natal independently of the
present bodies, they shonld proceed graduslly. | Indians .

must meet their needs as they ariss, withont incuwring
hoge expenditure in erectiog large beildings withent :
first having students. - A poiné o which ‘Mr. Healey
laid particolar emphaesis was that theic oonrses must be -
8o frameyd which besy suited local renuirsmentg—Naigl .
"IFitnpss, A .

. . f \ .
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L TRIRTEAT AT 0 vyt
Some Views on Indian Question
The principal ohieotions to the 'presencs of the .

Indian in Natal are, briefly, ‘that he is unable ‘or |
unwilling toTise to a Wegforn level of civilisation, ',
that his ﬁnver standard of Jifing enables him tq '
undersell his Eyropean competitors, and thay his
neglect of the ql_awe of hygiene depreciates "the.;
vaﬁ_m of the property and'vrtdinggrs ‘s‘-h,e,’};s'a!b!l )
and comfnrt of his white ngighbours. The principal '
criticismp of the Malan agreemianf “have beeg that
while it is uulikely to induce aeialai's@' Proportior

of Indiaps tn emigrate and Trelibs upon ‘time and
education” to tatse’ snd reform’ those' who wiil |
inevitably remain, it’ inclydes 'np ‘tompulsory
clauses, “withont” which, It 1s* prgned,” thay "will’
merely cantinng iu the condition™tg ‘which 'Ged "

(and 'theiy “environment “and ‘gecupations) Yaye !
called them. " In” both cbjentiony and “eriticisms
there is spme f.g{'cp The ividizm‘ does. fre u_.‘gpﬁL'

live ina deplarable fashion (thongh we mighs well j
do more to epforce ‘sanitary ‘laws, 'shop tq;' and’

so on); he does often underse]l his white competito} *
(thought if we aye thinking of sales ‘o ywhites, why '’
not begin gt the other pnd’ and’ yestrain by fieg'ig:”’
lation the white who is so'disioyal us to ‘buy from '’
him ?) At his worse heé is a menace to ﬁh@’ﬁ%@ﬂf, X

or at least the happiness-of shioss living 'heat hig,
And jtis qui 'deg.;'-};uin that he will 'notg chan .it? a’
day and rise 'to the high level attained hHy that
fortunately still considerabie section’ pf '(')il‘r'pd -
lation which is not in the poor. ;&w&&t ‘
up to now, no one, so far & we are aware, howevsr
much he may have doubted the possibility of
improving the Indian, has guestioned that South
Africa in general and Natal in particular would be
the If)ets:gg f?r his\})eing qf‘mproved. That has been
left for the Jocal Natiopalis paper - Die +Afrikgner,
which, in a "leal?ing"arti(ﬁe 'lastp&:véek, while,
“ agreeing with the principle of granting facilities
for higher education "for  all “sections. of South
Afriea’s permanent popul tign,” asks the Minister
to c‘(:nsider ;hs diiﬁcul{’iéi,il:itc]i which the granting
of the to Indjans may lead him ap gome fntnry
time, “* With. high academic . qualificatigns ;;S "
living gecording tg Western gtapdards of eiyilisp- -
tion,” coptinges the svriter, “ the Indian wnll be
justified ip elaiming alsg the further privilegss of .
Union citizenship. which jnclude the Fight o the.
vote and to inter-Proyincial emigration.” Hoprified .
by such a prospect (though Intep-Proyingial pmi- .
gration would go far 0 solye the Indjap problem -
to-dav), but admitting that “to deny him these
rights would be an injnstice,” .onr despairing con- -
temporary finds that * the snly solution# lies in
trading ‘and residential segregation. Ta' other °
words, the Indian who has been 80 often rebuked
for failing to rise to ¥n Wegtern etandard of

civilisation * is told in so many words thag he wii] -
be g still greater danger wheii he does g~ !- Hi:

3 still greater danger wheii he does dn!- Hig
crime, in fact, lies not 1 his djrt; degradation
or hig dishonesty, but in the Feqlt_)};-? of ﬁg%d’i
which rvenders him @nfit (no matter What his
qualifications’ or his civilisation), Dot mergly to
vate, but pyen to mave info angther provings. - “;g
Jeed goty af the moment, sak the Editer of Dig
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Afrikaner to remember that the Indians were
originally recruited for a British Colony founded
on the basis of a proclamation decreeing that no
dieability or limitation of legal rights should be
imposed upon anyone by reason of colour, race or
religion. Nor need we ask him what he imagines
to be the ultimate destiny of the native when, if
ever, havjnci enjoyed the facilities for higher edu-
cation which are to be granted to all sections of
&&})emment population, he also achieves ‘‘high
ademic qualifications and a Western standard of
civilisation.” We would merely ask him to define
for us exactly how much whiteblood a man must
have in him before he should be allowed the
blessings of the vote and the freednm to migrate
into another province. Evidently he need not be
Bure white, or anything like it, for the, Nationalist
arty not only recognises the right of the Cape
coloured to vote in the Cape Province, but pro-
fnosesw extend their privilege to other provinces.
the future, according to the Coloured Persons
Rights Bill, any child of a native father or mother
who “from language, associates and standard of
habits is more closely akin to a coloured person
than to a native” may be declared a coloured per-
eon, and thereafter be entitled to vote. He need
not pasg the “Western standard of civilisation”
test, let alone any “high academic. qualifications,”
for it will hardly be maintained that the *‘habits of
life” of the Cape coloured are such that they can
be said to comply with it. (District Six, for
example, has little to learn from Durban) A

dash of white blood, from whatever source, re-.

- deems everything. And yet if Die Afrikaner were
told tha¢ the logical effect of his policy of putting
a premium on miscegenation would be to produce
a - coffeecoloured . country, where Indians and
Natives would interbreed with Cape coloured and
poor whites to secure the reward of the franchise
and freedom to migrate from Province to Province,
we have no doubt that he would indignantly
deny it.—Natal Witness. . ‘ ‘

" The South African Indian
- . Agreement
b (By Hy. 8, L, Porax )

I have no hesitation in welcoming the agreement
reached between the Governments of India and Sonth
Africa ag marking the termination of a long bad period
of misunderstanding, and the beginning of a new era of
cloger contact and sympathetic handling of, what has
been called erroneously in my opinion, the Indian prob-
lemin Bouth Africa. The agreement is particularly
valuable, not so much becanse of ita contents or its
omissions, 88 because of the atmosphere in which it has
been reached and the hope that it offers for the future.
It is, in fack, more in the nature of s beginuning of a
settlement than of a settlement itself, and, a8 one is en-
titled to do, nasuming that it is implemented in the same
forebearing and friendly spirit in which it has been
reached, the hopes at present expressed in many quarters
of ultimate golution will probably be, humbly speaking,
fulfilled.- X prefer to look npon the question at iesue as
s buman one rather than a technical onme.. Both sides
have had, or have beliesved themselves to have,
their grievances and disabilities. Neither has been
willing, hitherto, to appreciate and make allowances for
the position and attitnde of the other, nor was this mn-
natural, for, on the one hand, there had been an arroga-
tion of euperior status and privilege and, on the other,

the resentful and noambiguons assertion of righta, based
on a keen sepse of national honour and communal
dignity, bat withont always the recognition of the con-
noted social responsibilities, It is a trite saying that we
live in & world of miracles, The true world of miracles
is that of the spirit and not of physical nature, and it i
in that spiritnal realm that the Sonmth African miracle
has occurred. All those who remember the bitterly
hostile atmosphere in which the Class Arens Bill was in-
treduced in the Union Assembly by Dr., Malan, and who
contrast that atmosphere with the present one of re-
conciliotion and muotual nnderstandivg, will understand
what I mesn. I am not sagpesting that the entire
white population of South Africa has esoddenly seen
salvation, or that the Indian commnnity a4 a whole, han
suddenly and immediately donned the attributes of
perfection, It is, however, clear that from the moment
that the Indian population, most of which was born in
Sonth Africa, has interpreted its willingness to abide by
‘Western standards of life, and the white population in
Sonth Africa, a8 responsibly expressed in the terma of
the agreement, recognises the right of the Indian com-
maonity to acguire the advantages and privileges of these
standards, we have emerged from the blank darkness of
negation into a dawn thas heralds an era of negotiation
and understanding.

I admit that there iz ample room for disagrecment and
misonderstanding as regards ono or other of the heads of
the agreement. Ignorance, prejudice, superstition and
bitterness are not entirely exercised in an instant by the
waiving of & magician’s wand, I bave seen emongh of
State docoments to know that, without the desire and
determination to implement them in the epirit in which
they were devised, they are not worth the paper npon
which they have been written. But I do believo thut
there are enongh men of goodwill on both sides to see
that an earnest cffort is made to give eifect to the agree-
ment in the right epirit. I do not regard the agreement
an finally settling all outstanding questions, 1In its very -
nature it is of a partisl and limited churacter ond it
places no obligation upon the Indian community to rest
content, even ab this moment, with what hos been
achieved. It is to the interests of White Sonth Africa
to use its utmost endeavours to help the Indian com-
munity to advance along the road indicated in the -
sgreement; but the Indian community itself would be
wise to recollect ita deficiencies, its weaknesses, its limi-
tations, aud to take up this task, a very long ~and
arduous one, in a humble and bhopefal and helpful spirit.

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

_[BY M. K. GanpHI]
Parr II.
Chapter XIX

THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

Practice as a lawyer was and remained, for me,
a subordinate occupation. It wus necessary that I
should concentrate on public work to justify my
stay in Natal, The despatch,of the Petition regard-
ing the Disfranchising Bill ‘was not sufficient in
itself. Sustained agitation was essential for making
an impression on the Secrstary of State for the
Colonies. For this purpose it was thought necessary
to bring into being a permanent organisation. 8o 1
consulted with Seth Abdulla and other friends and
wo all decided to have a public organisation of 2 per-
manent character.

To arrive at the name to be given to the new
organigation perplexed me sorely. It was tot to
identify itself with any particular party, The name
‘Congress’ I knew, was in bad odour with Con-
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servatives and yet the Congress was the very life of

. India. ¥ wanted to popalarise it in Natal It

savoured of cowardice to hesitate to adopt it. There-
fore, with fall explanation of my reasons, I recom-
mended that the organisation should be called the
Natal Indian Congress and on the 22nd May the
Natal Indian Congress came into being.

Dada Abdulla’s spacious room was packed to the
full on that day. The Congress received t_he en-
thasiastic approval of all present. Its constitution
was simple, the subscription was heavy. Only he
who paid five shillings monthly could be a member.
The wealthy classes were persuaded to pay as mn-ch
as they conld. Abdully Seth headed the list with
£2 per month. Two other friends also pat do'c.lm
the same. I thought I shounld not stint my supscnp- .
tion and put down a pound per month. This was
for me no small amonnt. Bat I thougbt that it
would not be beyond my means, if at all I waa to
pay my way. And God helped me. We thus got a
considerable nnmber of members who subseribed
£]1 per month. The number of those who put down
10a. was even larger. Besides this, there were
donations which were gratefully accepted.

COLLECTING BUBSCRIPTIOSS -FOR PUBLIC WORK

Experience showed that no one paid his sabserip-
tion for the mere asking. It was impossible to™ call
frequently on members ountside Durban. The en-
thusiasm of one moment seemed to wear away the
next. Even the membere in Durban had fo be
considerably dunned before they would pay in their
sabscriptions.

The task of collecting subscriptions lay on me,
being the Secretary. And we came to a stage when
I had to keep my clerk engaged all day long in the
work of collection. The man got tired of the job,
and ] felt that if the sitnation was to be hmproved
the subscriptions should be made payable annually
and not monthly, and that too strictly in advance.
So I called a meeting of the Congress. Every one
welcomed the proposal for making the subseription
annval ivstead of monthly and for fixing the mini-
mum at £3, Thus the work of collection was con-
siderably facilitated. )

I had learnt at the ouniset not to carry on public
work with borrowed money. One could rely on
people’s promises in most matters except in respect
of money. I bad never found people quick to pay
the amounts they had undertaken to subseribe and
the Natal Indians were no exception to the rule.
As, therefore, no work was done unless there were
funds on hand, the Natal Indian Congress has never
been in debt.

My co-workers evinced extraordinary enthusiasm
in canvassing members. It was work which interested
them and was at the same time an invainable ex-
perience. Large numbers of people gladly came
forward with cash sabscriptions. Work in the dis-
tant villages of the interior was rather difficnlt
People did not kmow the nature of public work.
And yet we had invitations to visit far away places,
leading merchants of every place extending their
hospitality. ’

On one occasion daring this tonr the eitnation was
rather difficult. We expected our host to contribute
£6, but he refused to give anything more than £3.
If we had accepted that amount from him, others
would have followed suit and our collections would
have been spoiled. It was a late hour of the night
and we were all hungry. But-how could we eat
withount having first obtained the amount we were
bent on getting ? All persuations were useless. The
host secemed to be adamant. Other merchanta in the
town reasoned with him, and we all sat up through-
out the night, he and we both determined mot to.
budge ope inch. Most of my . co-workers were
hurning with rags; bar they - contained therrselves;

At last when.day was already breaking the' hoet
vielded, paid down £6 and feasted us. This happened
at Tongaat, but the repercnssion of the incident was
felt as far as Stanger on the North Coast and
Charlestown in the interior. It also hastened our
work of collection.

But collecting funds was not the only thing to do.
In fact I had long learnt the principle of never
having more money at one’s dispoeal than neceesary

Meetings used o be held once a month or even
once a week, if required. Minuntes of the proceed-
ings of the preceding meeting would be read and all
sorts of things wounld be discussed. People had no
experience of taking part in public discussions or of
speaking briefly and to the point. Every one hesi-
tated to stand np to speak. I explained to tham the
rulee of procedare at meetings and they respected
them. They realised that it was an education for
them and many who had never been accustomed to
speaking before an andience soon acquired the habit
of thinking and speaking publicly abont matters .of
public interest. - L B g

Knowing that in public work minor expensea at
times absorbed large amounta, I had decided: not to
have even the receipt books printed in the beginning.
I had a cyclostyle machine in my oifice on which I
took copies of receipts and reports. . Such things I
began to get printed only when the Congress coffers
were full and when the number of members and
work had increased. Such economy is essential, for
every organisation, apd yet I know that it is not
always exercised. That is why I have thought it

proper to enter into these little details of the begin-
nings of 2 email but growing organisation. oy

People never cared to bave receipts for the

ameounts they paid, but we always insisted ‘on the
receipts being given. Every pie was thus clearly
accounted for and I dare say the account books for
the year 1894 can be found intact even to-day in“the
records of the Natal Indian Congrees. Carefully
kept accounts are a #ins qua non for any organisation, _
Without them it falls into disrepute. Without pro-
perly kept accounts it is impossible to - maintain
trath in its pristive purity. ' "
OTHER FEATURES OF THE CONGRESS ~ %
Another feature of the Congrees was service of
Colonial-born educated Indians. The Colonial-born
Indian Educational Association was founded under
the auspices of the Congress, The members ‘con-
sisted mostly of these educated yonths, They had
%o pay a nominal’ subseription. The aasociation
se_rved to ventilate their needs and grievances, to
stimulate thought amongst them, to bring them into
touch with Indian merchants and also to afford
them scope for service of the community, - It was a
sort of debating society. The members met regularly,
and spoke or read papers on different subjects’ A
small library was also opened in connection with the

Thm'tjl:lnr;if o overnn:

The ‘_ eature of the Congreas was propaganday
This consisted in acquainting the English in South
Africa and England and people in India with the
rgals?te ottethingsinN;ltal. With that end in
view 1 wrote two pamphlets. The first was 4n
Appeal io every Briton in South Africa, It contained
:o st?lt_:lpenté ;u]g)lorlt:d by evidences of the general

ndition of Na dians. The other i
Tlx.e Indum  Franchise—An Appeal, Tt ﬁ;?ﬁe%ﬁ
brief history of the Indian franchise with facts- and
figares. I had devoted considerable labour and,
stady to the preparation of these pamphlets and the
result was quite commensurate -with the tromble”
taken. ’.I'hey were widely cirenlated, . e oo

All this activity resulted in winning the Indians
numerous friends in South Africa and in obtaining
tll:e:c;ndv:“stympgthy of all parties in India. - It also

and ‘placed before the . i
1 ¥ definite ling of netion) South Africs
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