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SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN ‘CONGRESS

SEVENTH SESSION AT JOHANNESBURG _

OHANNESBURG was the venug of the
.asvembling of the Bouth African Indian
Congress in. Conference on Saturdey the

12th Man T gvery respect thet Conference
“was the most moment~ue oue yet conveped by the
Bouth. Africas Indinn: Congress, and keen: intevest
‘was evinced: out the proceedings. The
Conference assembled at 2-30 puw. ot the Patidor
Hall. Advocate §. W. Godfrey the Depu?-Pw-
sident presided over the deliberatinwe and 'wae
wsuppested by Mesura, A. I. Kajee, General Secrs
iary, E. M. Aswat, Amcd Bayat, \fmel-l’resld‘ems,
V. B. €. Pather and E M. Ally, Joint Treasuvere.
The Rev. C. F. Andrewe graeed. the proceedings
-with his presence.
DELEGATRY

The Natal Indian Congress was represented by Messrs,
Sorabjee Rustomjee, 8. K. Naidoo, R. K. Naidoo,
‘Shaile Himed, M.. A. H. Moess,, M. 1. Barmsnia,
I. A. Esemk, K. K Pillep, M. B, Naik, E. M,
Haffejee, Ragoeputh ‘Singh, k 8. Vawds, A. M.
Epbraim,. E. &.Choordo, G..H. Katbrada, R. Mangal,
A B Shaikh and A. Sookdea; the Transvesl British
Indisn. Aseocintion by Dr. W. Godfrey, Messre.. 3. ML
Dezai, N. A. Camay, V. M. Moodley, Wil'ie Ernest;
8. R, Sarfoodin, Morarjee Desai, Naranbhai Ranjee,
D. M, Xureoe, G, Myers, K. V., Patel, M. V. Patel,
Moosa Ackoojes Masters, F. S, Laher, B. Maharajh,
8. V. Pillay, K. J. Tavaria, I. I. Hazaree, 8. H.
Muyet, I D Mall, D. &, Pitel, V. G. Patel, Allibliai
Kesbavice, E. 8. Coovedia, Ismmil' Coovadin, M. D.
Baroochee, B. V. Patel, P. T, Putel, Kara Fakira,
J. V. Perekh and’ P. 8. Joehi, and' the Cape Britizh
Indian Council by Messre. P. M. Dawson, T. V. R,
Pillay, R. Sammy, Amod Mahomed, S, Camroodeen,
A, Tamail, 8. Dawood and M. S. Gool.

The opening of the Conference' was preceded' b

rayors offered by Messis. Amod Bayat, I-I.JE
'gﬁe]at and Rev. C. F. Andrews for the succesd of
-the- Conference.

© Amongst numercus congratulatory’ messages
toeetved, one was from the Rt Hon: V. .. Srinixass
Sastri, P.C., reading, as-followa ;

_ ™ Greetings prayerfull wishes successful session.
Settlement. generally received here favourably.
Mahatme and Mrs. Naidu approve with cextain
cautione: Risks pointed out largely remediable

suiteble Indian: Agent. Every reason to-believe’ -

tuch. appointment probable. Agreement in-
_ clude= provision frequent consultation betwee n-
°  Govermments. Future' improverhents' wholly:
* depend om mMaintenance friandly yelations
+  happily established. Such .msintenance. cor
ditioned mainly by attitude present Congress
gession, T tespectfully appesd large hvarted:
forbearance, moderation, stateamawehip Fully
< . . tzust eaveful nursing present. settlement- will
~ Jead under Providence in. due time .to con-
[ 3 gummaﬁon‘of‘hope."' PR B B
Another from Mr. H. B. L. Polak, the Secretary

g

gﬂb the Indign Overseas Aesvelution reid as

Wh e '

" “Hearty congratulations commnnﬁy'bgiginnto‘g
‘ttew era result Conference. Earmestly hope
community - will apply “imself = particularly
educational progress' withent which achieve-
“tent fu}fest statug equal - eitizenskip  im-
. L4 la.l‘ N . . .

Seores "of telegrams' wery veceived frons the
branches -of the Constitaent bodiew and from
leadirg members of the Indian connmuaity throagh-
out Svuth Africa wishing the Conference every

Rev. C. F. Axprews Oprens CONFERENCE

The Rev. €. F. Andrews im openivg: the Cone
fererxve said - : .

“ My mtrodarctory words willl by very few..  We °
shall endeavour; at this: Congress Sessiony strictly to
observe Dr. Malan’s otwn wish, repeatedly expressed,
that all seetions of the community should: maintdin -
ag- far as. possible. those friendly relations, -which
were 80 hononrably and consistently kept throughe -
out the Rennd Table Conferenca. -

** &g one who was privileged to-be present. at the
Conference in the capacity of an adviser to the
Indiar Delegation, I would wish to take the first
irriportant public occasion to bear personal witness
to the apirit of goodwill and good faith whieh,
pervaded all the session. Thik spirit of open-hearted
candonr, zlong’ with  the hondst denire to find a
solation, not by diplomacy; but by mutunal trust,
impressed me deeply. In the. Prime Minister and
in the Minister of theInterior, who were-ptrineipally”
respongible, such a transparently honest desire for
friendship was abundantly evident. Therefore, as
the'opener of this Congress, I would now solemnly
return tharksto Almighty God for thus answering
our priyers. May His blessing aeccompany all oue.
deliberations, and gnide all our actions, _

“Let the sane spirit of thankfalness and good-
will pervade our present gathering. May we, among
ourselves, keep quiterieks; harmony and peace.

* Let no-single word:be spoken, or published,. thiat
might- tend. to weaken the mmutual confidence. and:
trust which- have aiready been.established.- .

* Let uwalso,. solemnly take to heart the words
which our revered friend, the Right Honourable
Srinivasa Hastri, has left with us, He sacrificed’
health in order to come out to sapport mna. In
moving terms and with profound sincerity he
warned- us' that our futare henveforth -wodld! depend
notion the: Tnfon' Government; but wpon. onsselves:
Self-help ands selfieacrifics must. be! ourt constant
sim and: purpose,. - [ . . . .

“ One word more. The Government of India. b
postponed-the debate!ini the: Tniperials Assembly at -
Beilhi. natil theverdict-ofi the South African Indian:
Congress. hag beent given. While: the' importsnoe’ -
thos. atteched to -ther/resolations we shall pass.is= -
great, the responaibility: of. passing.each-reselution is:
still geeater.. Let. us shoulder gnr: responsibilities,
adventuring forward in quietude and with a good
conrage.”
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“The Roll Call of Delegates having biéen 'pra- i
ceeded with, the::Deputy-President - Ieelhflgly :

ate

totichked upon the Jamentable deaths ofsthe da
Shaik Emammally and 3wami Shradanand; and
upon the loss of life sustained by Japan in the
recent- earthquake.- Votes of onndolence were
moved by the Chair with the assemnbly standing. -
" CuAtrMaN Receprioy CoMsITTEE WELCOMES
Mr. 8, M, Dagni the~Chairman, of the Recoption
Committée, {n &3tendiug s hearty welcomed toithe
Delogates to the Golden Uity said, that thyoceasion

was & most momsantous one in that the. Délegates }

assembled had been called upon to consider the

olitical, educational and economical status of

ndians in South Alrica. It was a peaceful atmos-
phere in which they had gathsred —thauks to the
efforts of the representatives of the Union and the
Habibullab Delogutions. The session would rank as
the most important and its decision would mark an.
epoch-making chapter in ths h-story of the Indians
in South Africa. The South African Indiarn Con-
gress would undoubtedly appreciate the honest
efforts of the Governineat »f [ndia Delegation, not
forgetting the splendid work put up by that ever
vigilant and disinterested friend Deshabandhu
Andrews, It was with pleasure that they could
look back upon the sympathetic attitude of General
Herlzog and Dr. Malan, who contributed much to
the Indian Settlement.. In appealiog for united
efforts in all matters pertaining to the Indian
question, he sincerely prayed that the proceedings
of the Conference would be crowned with. success.

Messrs. A, Ismail and 5. R. Naidoo replied on
belalf of the Cape and Natal respectively.

- After the formal business of the Conference was
over, the Deputy-President, Advocate J. W
Godfrey, dolivered his able and eloquent address
which is published elsewlirre in this 1ssue.

At 4-15 p.m. the Conference adjsurned tu 8 p.m.,
When ‘the Congress re-assombled at 8 p.m the
audience had become large and the Hall was well
filled. It was clear that the Indian public was
very much interested in the proceedings.

MIXUTES .

* The Minutes of the previous Annual Conference
held at Capstown on 10th November 1925 were
read and upon the motion of Mr. D. M. Nursoo of
Transvaal, seconded by Mr. A. Ismail of the Caps,
were unagimously adopted.

- The Minutes of the Emergency Conference of
Gth December 1928 were also real and upon the

motion nf Mr. [. A. Essack, seconded by Mr. A.

Shaik, wers unanimously adopted.
SECTETARY'S REPORT

" The Secrotury of the South African Indian
Congress, Mr. A. I. Kajee, then read his lengthy
and inleresting report which was received with
cheers and which upon the motion of Mr. P. M.
Dawson, seconded by Mr. Hazaree, was unani-
mously adopted.

TREASURERS' REPORT

The Treasurers, Messrs. V. 8. C. Pather and
E. M. Ally, then rendered their reports and state-
ments of aceounts, which upon the motion of Mr.
Haz;ree, seconded by Mr. Myers, were taken as

. With a view to allowing full discussion on :the.
account of the .South :Afriean Indian Congress
Deputation to: Indis, the Standing Orders were
suspended on the motion of Mr. A. L. Kajee. After
& full and lengthy- debate, it was adopted upon

‘,t}le motion of Dr. W. Godfrey, seconded by Mr. A.

vote being taken 40 voted for'the adoption and

S 8 ageinst.. .

P s i i

©he . accounts .of \tha Swth, Afcican [ndian
Congress as contained it annexure2d, G,and 7. of
the Secretary's R>port were therealterade

The Conference at 12-45 o m. then adjourned

., till 9-30 2.m. on Sunday. - _

. Secosp Day's Procegpisegs

Aftor prayers were offered by Messra. Rigoonath
Sidgh, ’Egl Haftajes and Jtay. (.4 E.ﬂ\ndrews,
thd 3atre r} procéeded wit the Roll Call.

‘Thg Conference then progeeded to discuss the
wire rocaivet from Ar. Jo'in' L Roberls, President
of the Natal Vigilanco Ass-ciation, a3 also the
misleading :forecasts sent to ‘the -Hindu by its
Durban correspondent. Oa - both theis matters
appropriate resolutions woere passed, - ’

.The’ Conference thea deliberated upon the now
fam>us Indo-Union Agreewent. Ce ;

Belure proceelding with the discussion Mr. A. L
Kajee reported on the interview that he had had
with the Dapartment of the [aterior, and spoke at
some length on the several phases of the Agrec-
ment, particularly that dealing with assisted
emigration scheme and’the entry of wives and
minor children. : . oo
. The Delegates then entered into discussion and
their apecches elicited the very keon and sustained
interest on the subject. :

The conclusions of the Conference are contained
in the Resolutions published elsewhere.

HEADQUARTERS

A very keen debate took place with regard to
the Headquarters. After a lengthy discuassion it was
resalved that Darban was to be the Heidquarters
but the voling was chatlenged and upon a recount
by the Rev. C. F. Auodrews it resulted in 23 for
Johannesburg and 29 for Durban., Darban was
therefore deciared as being the [Teadquarters for
the ensuing year.

OrrICIALS X

Upoa the motion of Dr. W, Godfrey, seconded
by Mr. Kooverji Tavaria, all the retiring officials
were re-elected amidst cheering, .

‘I'he Doputy-President theu made a few appro-
priate remarks in conclusion and thus ended a
most memorable session.

A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE

HE report of the proceedings lof the
II Seventh Session of the South

African Indian Congress is pub-
lished elsewhere. It will be apparent from a
casual glance at the report that the Con-
ference was an unqualified success. The
Conference has been very rightly termed as
the most momentous in the annals of the
history of the South Afiican Indian Con-
gress. It was momentous in that the Dele-
gates were called upon to decide the future
of the Indians in South' Africa. That the
Delegates have beén very keen in the
debates can be seen’ from the voting on
various matters, ‘ : _
" The resolution of the Conference on the
Indo-Union Settlement is as interesting as

t

\
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it is emphattc pn_the po'licy_'of, the Congress, -

Tree that the Settlement does,’not-.aim to.
place the Indian on an equal footing, with-
the European but as the resolution points
out it is an attempt to .ameliorate_the . con-
dition. of the. Indians. It undoubtedly aims.,

at the gradual Improvement of the status jof

the Indnn in South Africa. We will not|
say that.the Govemment of: India D Wlega-:
‘:tIOF ‘has.. come .out: tnumphandy fromyihe
iRound Table Conference It is. the spirit.-
1of goodwill and fnendshlp shown by .Dr.:
:Malan and ,General .Hertzog . ttat. has -
atenally assisted i in finding a solungn A0¢
the problem, It would be. okvious there-.
fore that the Hab:bullah Delecrauon would..
have wasted their energies. were it not for
that spinit. . - . - - ] Soae s et
It will be observed that the Uettlemént
has been accepted subject to certain points,”
in the Summary published; that need s¢rious
criticism. .For instance, the failure 1o re-
store the Municipal franchise is. indeed a
serious omission. And another-is the res-
triction on the sale of ‘unaliena’ed lands ‘in
Municipalities. We -are pleaced to note
that these matters will be brought to the |
notice of the Ministers in charge of the
Settlement as also the failure to remove the
disability under the Colour Bar ‘Act. On
the whole the step taken by the South
African Indian Congress is wise and will

undoubtedly be hailed with delight by al)
serious minded persons.

The voting appears to have teen very
close in the choosing of the Headquarters,
Though Johannesburg is virtually entitled
to be the Headquarters: for the ensuing
year, circumstances favour Durban. The
work that is aherd of us is as great as it has
been during the past sixteen months, znd it
is therefore imperative that the Head-
quarters should be in Durban. We do not
mean by this that the work would be carried
out inefficiently were the Headquarlers in
]ohannesburg Far from it. It is essential
in the interests of the community that the
work should be continued by those who- have -

had the handling of it for the past sixteen
months.

Now a word for the recalcitrants.

The correspondence that has been raging
in the Local Daily paper reveals to a great
degree the poor mentality of the writers.
We are not at all surprised at their actions,
for, the history of the Indians in South
Africa contains many sad episodes enacted

by; tecalcn(ants whose careers have all along,
h:en,marked. with, seIﬁsh mo‘ives. . They
represent an element thqt is eating mto the
very, v_ltals of the Iadian corn,mumty, for, -
need we point out to our readers that, thelr
wark, from the . beginning.of our, pohucal
history, has been qne of des}trqctto . We
d) not desnre Lo, dllate on this _pojng, suFﬁce
it to say that these recalc1trants should be

treated wnth utter contempt .

J 3’1’.."- cune

o TRANSVAAI. WI’LIi PLAY
o THE GAME™ ™ " ", "

HN PEY BT Sa ST 41

(BY C. F AHDREW;.)M, ELRGE

HE event which gave me thé greatest
| l : U pleasure, in the:whole of the: South’
<= Aftican Indidn Congress Sessions at:
johannesburcr “was .the ' sportsmanliket:
mdnner in’ which' -the Transvaal .delegates:
took their. disappointment, ‘when they- did
not receive, as . they  expected, :the Head-
quatters at Johannésburg this years . 1
The very moment after” the: vote. hadc
been taken; and the ‘result had gone against
them only by a single . vote; one-. of 'the:
Transvaal Delegates got -up and. said:-
““ Mr. Chairman, I would like to congratu-
late' Natal on - its" victory.! The Transvaal:
has lost; but W& are’ going . .to take it as.
sportsmen, and help the Congress as much-
as ever we did before! "« T ransvaal wz'!l ~
play the game " -+ - t
There were tremerdous cheers from. all.
the De'egates assembled, when this was'
s1d, and the Transvaal became easily,  for:
theé time being, the-most popular section in :
the whole Congress. L :
To me, this event was more than s:gmﬁ-.
cant. It was full of good omen for the-
future. As I wrote, a short time ago, one-
of the very best characteristics of : young
South Africa is its love of games., This
love of games leads to the sportsman-like -
spirit. All those who know how to play .
cricket or football well, understand also
what it means ‘to play ithe game.’ :
It was as clear as possible to me, at-
Johannesburg, that the Transvaal British
Indian Association was determined to ‘play
the game.” They will take their very real
and genuine disappointment in a truly
sportsman-like manner. They- will throw
all their energy into Congress work. :
One noticeable thing was this, that the
younger generation of South African-born
Indians had gained this true spirit of sport.
with remarkable unanimity. 1 watched the
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faces of the audience before me very closely;

“and immediately when the appeal to be
‘trye sportsmen’ was made, their fices
brightened up. They replied at once with
a smile.

It would be difficuit to find a more con-
vincing proof, that ‘Young South Africa’
includes within its ranks the Indian com-
munity. also, which now can look upon
South Africa as the land of its adoption.

Let me make a further. important. point
clear. Sentimenta) reasons quite obviously
pointed to the Transvaal's turn for the
Congress Headquarters.

Ia the Transvaal, the first great Passive.

Resistance Struggle began, In the Trans-
vaal, Mahatma Gandbi had all his earliest
digcipline and training in. Satyagraha. In,
the. Transvaal, he founded Tolstoy Farm

and began his life ag. ‘a farmer and a.

weaver’ In the. Transvaal, he.went to.
prison again and again. in the Transvaal,
more than one in three of all the adults
went to jail bravely with him, Therefore

the Transvaal deserves all thg -credi¢ that

can be given to it.

While I am writing these words, in
Pretoria, an old Musalman with a grey
beard, from Warmbaths Mr.- Nagdce, is
sitting before me. 1 have been listening
over again to the story of early Passive
Resistance in the Transvaal during which
he suffered along with Mr. Kachalia. Such
lives of suffcring as his make me love the
Transyeal . Indian community with all my.
heart. Therefore, I can very easily under-
stand the wisn of the Transvaal to have the
Headquarters of the Congress in their
midst, and also their intense disappointment
when the vote went against them. Never-
theless, I can appeal to them also, with all
my heart, to bear their disappointment well,:
and to be quite certain that all has been
ordered for the best.

Something remains to be said 10 Natal
and I would say it with all tenderness and-
bumility and love, The principle of ‘noblesse
oblige’ now remains for Natal to exercise

in very way towards the Transvaal, There -

must be all the more consideration shown
for the Transvaal, just because the Head-

quarters remain at Durban. There must be .

no mere consideration of Natal troubles,
apart from those of the Transvaal. I am
quite certain that Natal will respond to
this call, =~ = - ‘ L
Such consideration. will require continual*

forethought and great firmness of resolve.
Everything should be done 10 hold Executive-
Meetings as often as possible at Johannes--
burg.

There is a compensation also, which 1
would mention. The Agent General is
certain to have ‘his Headquarters in the
Transvaal, because the centre of Govern-
ment is there. For this reason, although
the Teansvaal may not, for very practical
and yasurmountable reasons, have obtained
its own turn this year with-regard to the.
Cougress Headquarters, it will on the other
hand be certain- to receive the great per
mamnent advantage of possessing the Agent..
Geaeral s office in its midst. '

I want to add a last word about the Cape-.
Delegates. Every time that it has been
my privilege to be present at a Congress.
Session in South Africa, 1 have admired
more and more the Cape Delegates for their
self-sacrifice and quiet spirit. They give
an invalyable element of peace. They
show also their true, genuine practical
patriotism. Even though the Cape Pro-
vince has but little disability that causes.
inconvenience: even though there are prac-
tically no grievances to be redressed, never-
theless the Cape Indians never fail on that
account to show in a practical manner their
sympathy with Natal and the Transvaal,
The presence of such an admirable number
of  Cape Delegates is an inestimable ex-
pression of true brotherhood and unity and
love.

' Preslden_tial Address

The folloving is the full toxt of the Presidential
Address delivered at the Seventh Session of the South
Afriean Indiau Congresy by the Deputy-President
Advocate J. W. Godfrey:—

Gentlemen,—It is my prond privilege and pleasure to
extend to you a most hearty and warmn welcome to take
farr., in the deliberations .of pur Sixth Anaual Conference.

am indeed glad to see o many of my oollaagnes here
thie evening. Their presence is ‘uu assurance of their .
co-operation and assis:ance in preserving the high tone of
excellence we claim to have sohieved in onr previous
Cunferences.

I desire Lo expreas my heartfelt gratitude to you for
having elected me as your Dcpnt.y-%’resident.. The cre
mendous volume of work which was o2casionad by the many
repressive Bills which were published is very staggering,
Our Secretary Mr, A. 1. Kajee proved equal to the task.
He called a large number of Exeoutive meetings and the
Minutes disclose that many resslutions of the most dafinite
and important nature were passed. To Mr. Kajeo and
all the members of the Execntive of the Sonth African
Indian Oongress I tender my very sinoere sppreciation of
their co-operation and counsel. Without their loval

"stipport and graceful submission to my many decisions I
" conld never hava sccoropliebed angthing at all, Here I

wish to refer to what I deem to be a very imgortant cog-+
sideration and that is the preservation of the records of our
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Congress at one particolar plane. Whilst engaged in the
preparation of onr various statsmenta the Executive have
found almost insurmountable diffiznlty in tracing and
locating valnable and importaot documeets. In many
cases the originals are not availab’e. It is of the highest
jmportance that we should have all our valuable docu-
men‘s preserved at one place and 8o kept that they may
be available to the officers of this Congress who from
time to time will have the management of affuirs. Yon
will value how important our work bas become if I say
to yon that Mr. A, [. Kajee has written over 7,000 letters
during his fonrteen montbs’ term of office. The incoming
Secretary is likely to bave wmore than this even to do, I
recommend to yon to resolve eomething definite upon tlis
point duriog this Conference. . .

Little did I a year ago anticipate that duriog the time
I would be Deputy-President tbat the most important
changes in the history of the commanity here would have
taken place,

At the last Conference held in Capetown we were strog-
gling in the throes of the now famous Areas Reservation
aud Immigratioa and Registration (Farther Provision)
Bill. That Bill bade fair to soand our death-knell and
it was only to be expected of us to put up a most streanous
fight against its hecoming law. We used the most
careful bot at the same time most emphatic ianguage in
expressing our feelings against this Bill. We in open
Counference rejected the Bill in fofo and as you know we
favonred the idea of a Ronnd Table Conference to go into
the whole of the Indian question and to soggest some
satisfactory solutions.

In accordance with oar Congress resolation a deputation
waited on Dr. Malan the Minister of Iuterior on the 16th
November 1925 but he conld not then see the utility of a
Round Table Conference and declined our overtores. The
poeition as we realised it then was very acate and the
deputation from this Congress to Indin became imperative.
This deputation rendered a report of its labours to the
Emergency Conference and being a member of that depu-
tation, I am patorally reloctant to say more than this,
that it achieved the object it went out for and received
the thanks of the commanity, It is my daty here to
briefly refer to the magnificent work of our President
Mrs. Sarojini Nuidn. From the initial stages she tock
matters of onr deputation in hand apd in consultation
with Mabatmaji she advised and gnided your deputation’s
movements. She saw to it that we met all responsible
men, associations, societies and o:her bodies which conld
be of service to us.  She procured the fullest snpport of
every daily newspaper., In the light of future events her
action was full of forethought and displayed an intimate
knowledge of men and matters. Without this goidance
and koow!edge your deputation wouald have undoubtedly
only heen able to make a feeble and frenzied effort
to gain the ear of the public in India. Maoch emor
could I say of her but I think I must rest conteat by re-
cording oor most grateful thanke for all ghe has done. [
wish she had been here to-day to guide us in ocur dis-
cusgions, ' :

This deputation, by its work in India, greatly em-
phasised the real need for and benefits which a Round
Table Conference would procare for us. Our view was
taken up by the Indian Governwent and by means of
diplomatic cables a Select Committee was appointed as a
first step towards ascertaining the actmal position of
things here. An opportunity was given for the Indian
Government to lead evidence before this Committee and
we know how well the Paddison’s Deputation did its
work. We rendered most valuable assistance to this
deputation by submitting lengthy statements replete with
minote and copions information on all points. This
assistance was undoubtedly the means by - which the
Paddison Depatation absolutely shattered the case for the
bateful Asiatic Bill. The Anti-Asiatics had clearly been
shown that their ery of “Asintic Menace” was an
“obgession” and had oo foundation in fact. The case for
a Round Table Conference had been abondantly proved

and afler the necessary communications, the Indian and
Union Governments agreed to the holding of a Round
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Table Conference bat only a3 betwesn themselves, It
was condsidered best to k3ep ns esnd the British repre-
sentation out of it. Yoz will rec)llect that this decidion
was locked moon by us with great suspicior 8o moch so
that we called an Emergeacy Conference of this Con-
gress in Darban on 7th December 1926 to consider the
question. After mature delibzration it was decided that
our best interests lay in the direction of onr placing
before this Roood Table Conference all the information
we could and render all assistance possible to make it s
success, bat at the same time reserving the right to freely
discuss and disagree if necessary with the conclusions
they may arrive at. We had to adopt this attitude be-
cause we did not koow what this Round Table Con-
ference was going to discass. Whether their discussions
were to be restricted to one or two points or whether
they intended to cover the whole range of our grievances.

We decided however to place before the Round Table

Conference a statement, of onr case with brief suggestions
for a solution on all points together with the necessary

data supporting onr recommendations, I am glad to say

thut this Statement elicited the unanimons and nuquali-
fied approval of those who read it. . .

Indis had sent oot to this country some of her most
eminent men, sober with age and ripened by experience;
their known diplomacy and wisdom were sure goarantees
of their rendering a good acconat of their stewardship in
discassing our problems. The best of our Esxecutive
Messts. A. L. Kajes, V. 8. . Pather, 8. R. Naidoo,
D. M. Norsoo and A. Ismail were at Capetown rendering
all possible assistance and here I feel it is =y daty to
record oar grateful thanks to these gentlemen for the
noparalleled and 1oagnificent work they so williogly and
unselfishly did for us and at snch great personal sacrifice.
Their work will ever remain in the aunnals of our history.
Here also I think you will agree with me that it is oar
bounden duty to say that we canmot find sofficiently
weighty words in which to express our adwmiration and
gratitnde for the strennous work done by Rev. C. F.
Andrews. Very few of us are aware that he actually
wrote six volumes of 200 pages each on different
branches of the Inding question -and supplied it to the
Round Table Conference. Thisis an amchievement we
cau never hope to outstrip and he has placed ns under a
life Jong obligacion. , : o
" The Agreement arrived at was published on_2]laf
Febrnary 1927 and we have bad the advantage of having
wefally Stadied it. . We havealso had the opinions of
some of our leaders in India. Some of them have ex-
pressed themselves with certain reservatione and quite
properly await an expression of opinion from us as bemng
the persons immediately affcted by the Agreement.

I trust you will permit me on younr behalf to say that
generally speaking we approve of the Agreement eo far as .
it goes. There are conclosions in it which we cannot
"#57t¢¢ 0 as for instance “The limitation of sales of
Muvicipal 1and to restrictive conditions.” We appreciate
the Union Government's belief in the uplifting of every
section of their permanent populatiop, but there is no
definite assnrance given as to what it is intended shonld
be done. The Union Goverpment is only prepared to
advise the Proviocial Governments to appoint & Com-
mission oi Enquiry in regard to matters of Education
but at the same time say, that it is difficalt to take action
in advance of public opinion. We know from bitter ex-
perience tbut the poblic opinion which has hitherto besn
able to get the ear of the Government will not fail to stic
up agitation and advance specions arguments against
our obtaining education facilities along with and on the
same lines as the others. Truoe we shall have the assis-
tance of our Edncational expert irom the Government of
India for the purpnse of such enquiry, but we feel whilst
an agreement was being arrived at matters of this nature
ought to have been pat beyond the decision'of a Com-

mission of Eoquiry. We would have considered it far
more satisfactory if more definite decisions had been
arrived at on the question of Education.

. On the question of licences too, I fee! that the Agree-
inent should have stated a definite time within which the
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rovision of these laws should haye taken place. The nn-
certainty of the time for revision does not inspire that
copfidegce ip the Agreement that was expected. The
past gnd prevailing trade jealonsies are poo deep rooted
for them to be a ready or eacly willingpess to bring about
this intended revision. ‘ '

“There are also o great many points which appear to us
nof to have been decided pt all 'and which are’ matters of
grave and vital jpterest to us. T.h!’—? are very meny
vagne apd misty gentences, They noed some clear ex-
planation to indirate the full intention of the Agreement.
1t is possible that ‘the "Agent ‘General's powers may be
wide enopgh to enablé him to gragt or obtain relief or
redress for' joapy of our grievances which' though nob
specified may bd brought pnder one or other of the points
of the Agreement. .

e are not ab present go mach concerned with the
actnal Wwording of the Bill as we'are with the intentian
of the Agreratent. ' Having for years bean accustotned to
upjust and repressive legislation ‘we {enger thanks to " the
Almighty that He hos heard the cry of us, the down-
trgdden, and has changed the hearts &f our legiatators so
that they are now prepared to give e’ fair Play nnd
gimple justice. This Apreement is an eurn?a,t. of their

anged feelings.” We Welcorae it.  We shall go out to
megy this friendly and olerant spitit of the Government
and will do what Jies in onr power to preserve and fur-
ther promote the new Bpirit which came into existence.
"Thig'is 2 greaj gain tp‘s.~ Thoge who appareptly were
gainph us have pow declated Lhemsalves our dfrienda-
m aceomplishment of this aloge by the Round Table
Capference is 8 worthy achievement. * We accopt the
?,izreer.n,em in the 8pirit‘Tn which it is made and " gffered,
5 Lias beep conceived in an atmogphers of mytual respect
and goodwill. ~ It is 88 Dr. Malad hus said : “gn_sgreg-
ment more in the pature of an honoarable and friend
npderstanding thea of a rigid and binding treaty.”  Tlie
element of hopour predominates and we helieve’ that be-
tyyeen Tespectable Governments the obligation’ to “respect
an “honourable underutanding” is even agrgu@pr than' the
qblipation to réspect an ordivary “binding treaty—the

chang

lutter may be proken and js capable of being remedied,
but if thé “bonourable nndergtunding be departed’ from,

thep the deliquenf i mot 8 gentlemau but an outcnste
and the position cannot be remedied. o

L fully p_nticiegge that you will very earnestly and
goberly discnss every phrase of this Agreement so that
wo may be able to draw “clear and definite resolutions
which”may be gubmitted to the Indign and Union
Governments for their conaiderstion. i
"Wo believe that this Agredmont is an indigation of tho
desire to do right by us 'pad T am’ cérlain” that if oqr
. tesolutions ate of “practical mtilily, _nla'y' will receive

proper _ consideration. " The Union Government’ haa
pledged itgelf to uplift onr' community and if “we can
shoy them "ot willingness fo conform “to Epropean
stapdards of giviliration, then we have a .r'igh't.. to’ expegh
freedom of expansion in”exyctly the eame way as th
Turgpean geetion. 'We Jiavo never asked nor do wo nsk
or any pecial favour. e ask only for equal treatmeng
thaf ig, we mugt be burdened as like the others” and we
wnst be privileged as like the others. Thix idea 'is
Jpithily cqutaived in the dphrasc “No taxation withont
Kepregentation.” l',p this Agreement no  provieion is
tpadp g8 fegards restqration of our Mpnicigal franchise,
no fndication is mude of oor ever getling’ the parliamen-
bury franghise oyen in the remote dim ‘futnre. ' This to
my mind j8 an omission which should be pointed out,
Wy 1ave interesta in this Union which, if trade relations
develop with Iq]di_@, may become larger and it is only fair
do ys that we abogld b given snoh’ & measnre of ropro-
gqutation 08 will show nnequivpeally that “the Union
[ .or'.qmmegi';is prepared tp genuinely cultivate the friond-

ship,of India and recognisg in her & dominion worthy of
if. e
}‘xlqrﬁm?e is mich in the Agreement which commends

iteelf o us and reflects the Patience aud conrige of the

tives jof both Governiments and the earnest

Iﬂn:elﬁe“.t% ‘ A bk
thouglt thoy have given to opr problem,
V&a‘howeva wish to exercise the fact that on our part

we are nble to give tho assorance us we have always done
that we shall bo sober in onr demands, just in onr Adpira-
tions and perdist it in our efforts to repndinte all legis-
lation which is insi.ions to our honour an! which seeks
to place us in & lower plane.  We are determined to plod
on till we gecure what is right, jost and fair. The
justioe of our cause will ever b2 u sufficient reason to
foroe our legislators to givo us their attention. 'Thoogh
we are Indiaps by birth wo are for all practical parpos:
South Africans. = We pre prapired to shonller it eitizan-
ship burdens and we cliim it4 priviloger. We wany a
dofinite political status and we look to the Government
tq give 118 that nplift which will no longer prr ua from
exercising this right. '

In considering the terms of this Agreement, [ belieye
you will be apt to make little of the namerons grievances
we from year to year pass resolntions on, as it is very
possible that when the Agent General is appointed he
may deal with most of these matters. [ sagrest that one
regolation be passed relative to a aumber of these griev-
ances on blge.” This will save a grent deal of time and
froitless discussion, - ' T

""Gentlemen, it is nat my intention to take np much of
your time. I have ‘dealt only with the snbject of the
Round Table Conference Agreoment as that is the one
great matter apon which we have asrembled to discuss,
I beg and pray of you to bring to bear upon this Con-
ference deliborations the hest, there is in yon for I wish
you Lo remeraber that the anccess of this Aprecment lics
with' us.  "We are bound to give it a trial. Let us not
do it half-heartedly. Great is the work ahead of ws, [t
has not yet began. It will mean really hurd solid work
aod skilfbo operate this Agreement, 80 58 to get the
maxim of geod resalts. We claim to represent the Indian
community of the Union, The community to-dny looks
to us for 'a leud that the community ‘will in the oear
futare look to us for practical resnlts ont of this Agree-
ment,

" To the President and those who will be elected as the
Exqontive of this Congress for the ensuing year, I wish
to say thap it is fervently hoped they will not be found
wanting in real earnestness and diligence in carrying out
their onerous duties. I believe that they will have &
very anxious time for the Agent General may rely very
much upon them for information, gnidance and assistance
to enable him to obtein o complete fulfilment of the
Agreement. The work is heavy, hard und dolicate.” Onr
beat brains will have to be in requisition. Weshall noed
to put all idens of self-nzgrandisement in the buckground,
We shall have to sacrifice ourselvea on the altar of publio
opinion and acoept its oriticiem or approval. We must
bie prepared to do our hest, none of us can do more then
that. " We must resolve to ngquit onrselves well in this
test pod relying as wa do on Uod's gracious mercy and
help, we say quite boldly : * If God be with s who can
be against me.”

(entlemen, I deolare the Qonference open.

Resolutions Passed At
LConference

The following resojutions weare pagsed by, the
South African dndian Congrogs at its goventh session
held at '"Jobaunesbnrg gn the 13th, ldth and ldth
March :—

1. That this Conforence hereby places on record
its sympathy to the Japanese Nutivn at the rocent
calamity sustained by her.

(Moved by the Chnirman and passed by the
members standing),

2, That this Oonference mourns with the people
of India in their sad lgsg by the lameptable denth
of Swami 8hradanand. o
\(Moved by the Chairman and pugsed by the
members ptanding).

3."Thut this@onferonce Liereby placos on record
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the irreparable loss sustained by the Indian com-
munity at the death Shpik Emmamally, ex-
Treasurer of ‘the Scuth African 1ndian Copgress,
and empowers the General Secretary to convey its
sympathy to the relatives of the deceased.

(Moved by the Chairman and passed by the
members standing).

4. That this seventh gession of the South African
Indian Congress in Conference assembled hereby
resolves to accopt the Agreement reached at the
mr'o‘lgforence between the Governments
of the Union and India recognising it as an honest
attempt to find a snlution to the Indian problem.
The Conference while prepared to work it as such,
feels however the necessity to criticiso certain
features of the Agreement especially:

(1} the restriction of the sale of unalienated

lands in Municipalities,

(2) the serious failurp to restore the Municipal

"~ Tranchise,
(3) the failure to remgve the disability upder the
Colour Bar Act.
This Confergnce further reserves to itself the right
to critically examine the Liquor Bill wherp it affects
the gommurity and acy Dmaft Bjll that may be
brought forward to implement the Agreement.

{Proposed by Mr. § R. Naidoo, segonded by Mr.
A. Ismail and supported by Mr. T.V. R. Pillay and
Mr. A. L. Kajes). ’

5. That this Confereunce resolves that each Con-
stituent body of the South Africar Indian Congress
aiall " within ten days forward to tho General
Secretary 8 memorandum of its criticism of the
Agreement arrived at at the Round Table Cog-
ference. T

{Proposed by Mr. G. Myers, seconded by Mr. A.
Ismail and supported by Mr. Shaik Himed).

6. That this Conference with a view to giving
effect to the preceding resolution hereby resolves
that the incoming Execatiye of the South African
Indian Congress shall be a sub-committee for the
purpose of bringing such criticisms to the notice
of the proper quarters and further empowers the
Rey.C. F. Andrews and the Hon. General Secretary
t proceed to Capetown and jnteryiey the Mipisters
thereon if necessary. '

{Proposed by Mr. L. A. Essack, seconded by Mr.
R. Y. Patel and supported by My. E. J. Chaongo.)

7. That this Conference of the South African
Indian Congress in seventh session assembled
protests against certain clauses of the Liguor Bill
now before the Union Parlament which aims at tho

gradual elimination of “the Indjan employees in
Hotels and other places where Tiquor is sold and
consume( by increasing the Licence fee of such
Hotels and places where Asiaticg are employed thug
depriving them of an honest and legitimate livefi-
hood and further prohibits new employment of
Indians to a legitimate calling. = = ° ‘ ‘
. This Conference empowers the incoming Execu-
tive to take such representation as it may think fit
and necgssary in the above mater. =
(Proposed by Mr. A. M. Ephruim, seconded by
Mr. Ragoonath Sing and supparted by Mr. Morarjee
Degai). : -
8. That in connection with the telegram re-
ceived by the Deputy-President from the so-called
Natal Indise Vigilance Association, this Con-
ference empowers the Rev. Q. F. Andrews to take
such action as he may deem necessary to cable to
the Press ia India anﬁ if necessary make it clear
go the local P:§s§ tgitt ‘:he South’ African Indian
DoTess 18 the only hody that represents the
Indian community Oin'ou yAirida.' Fpreseniz e

M———— U e L e

. that promises 19 afford the

Mr. G. Meyers and supported by Mr. P, .

9. That this seventh session of the South
Arican Indian Congress views with - disfavour
publication in the "Héndu of erronecus and mis-
leading information from its Durban correspondent
who by his forecast published in the issue of the
Hinda of the 2nd Febrpary 1927 praves himsalf
to be unreliable. - -

(Proposed by Mr. 8. R. Naidoo, seconded by
Mr. M. V. Patel and supported by Mr. I. A. Essack.)

10. That this seventh session of the .S,Q{;E}). :
Alrican Indian Congress in Conference assembled,

places on record its ‘most heartfelt " thanks and
deep sense of gratitude to the Leader of the
Indian Delegation Sir Muhammgd Habibullgh,

(Proposed by Mr. M" B Naik, s‘e‘mngﬂﬁﬁi

Hon, @. L. ‘Corbett, the Rt. Hop. M. Srigivasa -
Sastri, Sir I’Arcy Lindsay, Sir Pheroze Sethna and -
Sir George Paddison for the unparalieled serviees
they, =s representing the Government of India,
have rendered in the case of the Indian settlera:.
here and in creating a_most friendly feeling De-
tween the two countries, and in areiving’ at a
settlement honourahle to both sides —a settloment
: Ipdign commupity f0 |,
be and become good citizens of South Afrjca, ~ - |
(Proposed by ¥r. P. 3. Dpwson, geconded hy
Mr. D. M. Nursqa and carried with acclamation).

11. That this Congress in Conference sssembled
‘heartily and sincerely supports the suggestion of -
Mahatma Gandhi that the Rt. Hon: "V. ’Srinjvasa
Sastri should be appointed g the=HestwAgent- «
Gerers~for Todia and begs to appesl §p His
Excellepcy the Viceray to makg ﬁl!&,hnﬁ'& Roint:
ment and feryently hopes thai the Rt. Hop. Mr.
Sastri will accept that position snd thus yostariatly
belp to bring about the fruition of the gettlement
which be was insirnmental in bringing sbout,.

(Proposed by Mr. Sorabjes Rustom)ee, ‘seconded
by Mr." A, Tsmail and sipported by "Mr." M. D.
Baripanig.) I
7 12. That this seventh sessitn of the Sapth
African Indian Congress recards ita semse of deep
affection, gratitude and love to Mahatma Gandhij.

(Proposed from the Chair and passed: with .
acelamation by members standing).

13i' r'll‘lhat this seventh session_of t,h; South Afri-
can Indizn Congress assqmbled 3¢ Jahapnesbyr
records its g'ra.?egful thaoks and its éeggo% of dge%
indebtedness to its Presidept Mrs, Sarojini Naidu
for her grfeat servicesin thedcause of the Indian com-
munity of South Africa and pra that she mpay be
blessed with Tong life and ﬁapfnygess. she 3oy :
{Proposed from the Chair snd passed . with

acclamation by members standing), .

14, That this seventh session of the ' South
African Indian Congress in Uonference assembled,
hereby records its Sircere and 'everlasting gensé
of gratifude to that “good “god " nqble’ Eﬁizés wan
the Rev. C. F. Andrews fof his groat aud seff.
sacrificing services ropdered "gud” being ‘rendered
in the canse of the Indian community of South
Alrica and prays that Almighty (fod "m3y hestow
on him His choicest blegsings. ' '

(Praposed from the Chair snd passed with
acclamatiop by members siending). :

15. That this Oonforence hereby records: its
aporectution for the ipvaluable services réndered
by, and tenders its gratitude to the Hon.” General:
Se((;gtoary, Mr.ﬁﬁ. I %aje_é._ T e
m the” Chair apd passed b ]
e oo the' Chatr gad passed by e
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16. That this Counference places on record its
thanks to the Deputy-President Advocate J. W.
Godfrey for the able mavner in which he has con-
- dnoted the procsedings of the Conference.

(Proposed by Mr. P. 8. Joshi, ssconded by Mr. 1. 8.
Vawda and passed with acclamation by members
standing).

17. That this Conference hereby resolves that the
item on Agenda referring to the revision of the Con-
stitntion and Btanding Orders be left over for the
next Annual Conference.

(Proposed by Mr. T. V. R. Pillay, seconded by
. Mr. E. J. Choonoo and supported by Mr. R. K.

Naidoo.)

.18, That this Conference hereby resolves that
Durban shall be the Headquarters of the South
African Indian Congress.

(Proposed by Mr. Amod Mahomed and seconded by
Mr. T. V. R. Pillay).

-19, That this Conference rocorde its sincere thanks
for the Bervices renderad by the officials of the South
African Indian Congress.

(Proposed by Mr M. B. Naik and seconded by
Mr. T. V. R. Pillay) -

20.That this Conference hereby re-elects the
retiring officials to their respective officea for the
ensming year. ’ -

(Proposed by Dr. W. Godfray and seconded by
Mr. K, Tavatia and ¢arried wnanimously), :

21, That the venue of the next Annual Conference
shall be Kimberley.

{Proposed by Mr. E.J. Choonoo, and seconded by
Mr: A. Ismail and supported by Mr. P. M. Dawson).

22, That the thanks of the Conference be conveyed
to the Patidar Society for ita kindness in allowing the
use of itsa Hall for the holding of Conference.

(Propored from the Chair and pussed by the mem.
bers standing). -~ :

23. That this Congress empowers the Execntive to
take all necessary measures to give effect to the
principles in the foregoing resolutions in so far as such
resolations fall within its scope, and generally to act
in regard to the resolutions as provided in the Con-
stitution of the South African Indian Congress.

(Proposed by Mr. L. I. Hazaree and seconded by
Mr- Gl H.Kathl‘ada). :

- General Secretary’s Annual
oo Report
" "'Submitted at the Conference -

Mr. Deputy-Presidont and Gentlemen,—I have great
pleasure in submitting to yon my Annual Report on the
working of your Congress for the sixteen montha since we
last met a. Capetown in November 1825, but I have sub-
mitted a very full and lengthy interim report to the Emer-
gency Conference {Sixth Session) that was held at Durban
on the 6th and 7th daysof December 1926, Ordinarily
that report T would have preferred to have left over for
this session but since it was essential at that time that
Delegates who had assembled to discnss most vital qoes-
tions should be placed in possession of all the information
available, my interim report was of necessity a consistent
narrative of the activitiea of your Congress since it met
in Qonference at Capetown in November 1925. There-
fore, I intend to make for all practical purposes a report
giving you the happenings since the 7th day of December
1926,  Althongh the period under review embraces only
about three months yet the work hes again been of a
ve:i! extensive and for-reaching character,

ive Executive meetings were held at all of which the

. A - o Vo mems . —
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. Rev. C. F. Andrews was present and gave the benefits of

his advice.

Rusorutions Passen a1 Exencency Coxpenpsce
The Resolutions passed at the Kmorgency Session

were doly conveyed in cvery indtunce to the proper

quarters. Letters hinve boen received from Mr, Polak

and the Directors of the Dannhanser Collieries thanking

your Congrens for the resolutions of condolences passed.

PrRAYER Day

In terms of your Exccutivy's decision the 19th day of
December 1926 was observed ns a day of prayer by the
Indian cummunity all over South Africa, the intention
being to offer prayera for the success of the Round Table
Oonference. Huge mass meetinga were held at Durban,
Jobanuesbarg and Capetown at which proyers were
offered to Almighty. At the latter meeting the Rev.
O. F. Androws and those of your officinls that were
present in Cuapetowa in connection with the Round Table
Confercoce attonded. The most significant and im-
portant aspect of the Prayer luy waa thubt it was not
only obsorved by the Indian community but also by all
the Christiau Churches all over South Afriea, and
universal prayers were held oll over India and prayers
were offered by the [ndian stodents in London. The
Prayer Day was, in short, internationnl in character. The
grateful thanks of your Execu'lve are done to the Rev.
C. I. Andrews our betoved frieud for hia efforts which
brought about anited action thercby makiog the Day a
huga success. Apart from the effizeacy of prayer before
the Divine Being the tremendons influcnce such great
peaceful gotherings had on the FEaropenn mind cwnnot
be lost sight of. If causes are to be looked for, for the
change in the feelings of the Earopean community
towards the Indian problems, then the observing of the
two prayer days roust be put down ns one of the reasons,
if not the chief.

Rouxp TasrLe CONFERENCE

- Resolation No. 83 of the Emcergenoy Couference wns
conveyed by cablegram to the Government of India
Delegation who wern on their way to Soath Africa. The
Secretary to the Delegation replied as follows :—

“ Indian Delegation has received your telegram
with great pleasore and wel:omes olfer of assistance.
Delegzation would be pleased to mcet your
Executive informally ar Pretoria Railway Station on
journey from Delagoa DBay to Capetown. They
have however been informed that special train will
leave Delagon Buy shortly after arrival of Awrapara
on morning of thirteenth and they fear it may
pass through Pretoria at inconvenient hour of night.
In that case they greatly regret that they woald be
nnable to meet your xecotive at Pretoria but if
hour arrival convenient mecting wonld give them
great pleasure.”

Kocordingly your officials travelled up to Pretoria und
had the honour to offiially welcomo the Delegation ab
Rissik Stution where arrangements had been made before-
hand by the Union Government. After the official re-
ception I was pr.vileged to take the leader of the Dele-
gation and Sir 'arcy Lindeay a member of the Delega-
tion to the Pretoria Indian Location and duriog that
short period it was suggested by these pgentlemen that
your Executive shonld prepare a statement of our views
and requirements of the community und submit same to
the Government of India Delegation as soon as it conld
be done aud if possible before the Round Table Con-
ference between the two Governmeats began its sittingr
and forther that representatives of your Congress should
be preseat at Capetown during the sitting of the Round
Table Conference to render such assistance ns may be
required of them.

The same night an Kxecalive meeting wne held at
Johannesburg which after baving lasted for about three
hours adjourned to the following day when after about
gix honre’ sitting it decided on a certain skeleton state-
ment based on the priociples luid down by the Emergency
Qonference. This ekeleton stutement was us follows :—
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FRANCHISE :

We require foil Political Franchice where same does
not now exist for the time beiug.

We require fod restoration of the Municipal and
Township Franchise so far 23 Natal is concerned and
extend same to the Transvaal,

Epveatiox ;

We ask for exactly the same facilities as the Enropeans,
Nothing more or less. We ask for these facilities from
toe lowest stage up to the Univerrity Courves in all
subjects.

IMMIGRATION :

We derire to adhere, as men of honour, to the Gandhi-
Smats Agreement of 1914, which accepted the principle of
the closed door pulicy. We, bowever, ask that the adminis-
tration of the Immigration Act be modified 5o as to meet;
the numeroos grievances pointed oot in onr resofution of
1925. Ve mo=t be entiled to travel anywhere within
the Union and be treated as Sonth African subjects
Zuleland must be opened np to us as ic i8 to all other
¢communities. We boaever want fullst facilities to be
given to etudents, visitors, and business men from India
to visit and stay in the country as leag as they require
to complete their work. :

SEGREGATION : : :

We object to any form of segregarion. Itis & stigma
ou oot honouar and oar Motherland India.

No acy of our commonity can justify it. The reports
and investizations show the contrary cooclusions, On
this matter we are adamant, we desire the opportanity to
prove our ability and willingness to act, live and progress
opon the same lines as the Earcpeans. Nataraliy only
those, being able and ready so to do, will accept the line
of seeking to come in contact with the Enropesns, and it
they are on all points fit 10 do so, then merely by reason
of colour they skonld not be prevented or objected to
trade. We require exactly the mme facilities as other
sections have. The administration of the laws needs
t.horo;egxl;lrevisiouasmdsofmCoumahownhm
considerable and grave injastices have been perpertrated.
We ask for a fuir field and no favoare.

Laxp :

In this matter, we ask that in the Provinces of the
Cape, [ravsvsul and Natal, every facility to purchase
and ocenpy land shouid be retained and in soch Pro-
vinces where same is not allowed should be granted.

We must be allowed to purchase land in townships
upon same terms and conditions as any other mections.
The Durban Land Alienation Ordinance acd Natal Land
Alienation Ordigance must be removed.

Stanparb OF Livixg :

To attain this desirable end the Union Government
must necessarily remove every possible batrier pow
existing to onr progrese and encourge edncation in every
direction. Repressive and onsvmpathetic legislations and
unjust admipistration will deter realisation of this
standard. The past policy of the Government is the
canse of the non-peogress of our commaunity.

IxpUsTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL :

Weare prepared to sabmit to any existing laws which may
be applied equally to all communitics 8o that in Indostrial
and Commercial maiters we muy be sabject to the same
impositions snd enjoy the same beuefits as any other
Bections. Legislation however is imperutive to make it
imposzible for any person or association or union to
frusarate a foll realization of this condition,
GEXERAL :

We desire to be South Africans sbaring its foll res-
poasibilities and enjoy its lullest benefita.

A sob-committee consisting of Mesrs. V. S. C. Pather
8. B. Naidoo, D. M. Nureoo, A. lucail, the Depusy.
President and the General Secretary wes empowered to
pre_g::: the final matement.

vixtieet wa wabmived W0 the Goveenmatly of

India Delegntion forms part of the annexnres hereof.
Before preparing this statement, some members of this
sob-committee and I songbht and obtained an imformal
interview with the Government of India Delegaticn, this
interview as also those we were privileged to obtain on
innumerable occasions and by baving the homour to
invite to our Hotel practically every member of the
Delegation gave ns opportunity to know matters of the
highest importance which belped us in placing our affairs
to the Delegation in the best possible manner. :

The statement was formally presented to the Govern-
ment of India Delezation on the 27th day of December
1926 by Rev. C. F. Andrews, the following along with
Rev. C. E. Andrews represented your ¢ Messra,
M. Y. Hawa (Vice President), V. 8. C. Pather, (Hon:
Treasurer), 8. R. Naidoo, (Katal); D. M. Nursoo,
K. A. Camay sod Goolam Rasool, (Transvaal); A. Ismail;
Hajee Kban Gool, Hajee M. Khan, {Cape). Of course
it goes without saying that I was present at this inter-
view and ail other interviews. - After Mr. Andrews had
presented the etatement the Honourable Leader of the
Delezation euggested that rather than discossing the
whole statement in one or several sittings it wounld be
better if joint sob-committeen of the Government of
India Delegation and the Congrers were appointed and:
went into the question minntely and in every detail. This
admirable sngeestion was at once agreed to and five sub
committees under the following heads were appointed =—

IMMIGRATIOR S

The Rt. Hop. Sir Mubammsd Hﬁbibnllah, Hon. lﬁ-.1
Corbett, V. S. C. Pather, A : Ismail, Goolam Rasool,
N. A. Camay, Hajee Khan Gool and 8. R. Naidoo,

IxDUSTRIAL LEGIBLATION ' '

Sir George Paddison, Sir Phiroze Sethna, 8. R. Naidoo _

D. M. Nursoo, and V. S. C. Pather. . s
; ; EDUCATION

The Rt. Hou. Srinivesa Sastri, Sir D’Arey Lindsay,

A, Ismail, N. A. Camay and V. S. C. Pather.”  ~
Licesces anp Lanp

The Hon. Mr. Corhett, Sir Phiroze Sethna, A. Hawa,
A Iemail, N. A. Uamay, Goolam Rasool, S. R. Naidoo
aod V. 5, C. Pather. .

Housiss AND SaNTraATION -

The Rt. Hon. Sir Mohammad Habibailah, Sir George
Paddison, Hajee M. Kban, D. M. Nursoo, 8.. R. Naidoo
and V. 8. C. Pather. . - .

I was asked to serve on all the sub-commitiees

and 1 may also state that the Rt. Hon. S. Sastri, and
Bilings of the

1

Sir Phiroze Sathna attended™ 2l the 8
sub-commitiees even though they were 'not- the
members of some Committees—it was clear evidence
of the very remarkable and keen interest evinced by
them in our affairs. Each of these sub-commitiees.
sat for four to five hours and in two instances for
some gix hours, and eat during the whole of the
Xmas week and those that ehonld know exprees that
the knowledge gained by the Government of India
Delegation at the meetings of these sub-committees
and from the statement was of the greatest import-:.
ance and assistance to them in arriving at a -correct
prospective of the views and aspirations of the.
Indian community. The statement was discussed in -
every detfail from all angles, and ‘innumerable in-:
stances, and cases were quoted thereof o  sapport-
the points raised in the statement. All these were.
typewritten and handed to the. members of the
Delegation. N .
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DELEGATION -~
At the request of your constituent bodies it was
arra.nge@ that a formal reception be given to the
Delegation at Capetown, Durban and J ohannesburg.
How successful these functions and others that were
given by private individuals is now a matter of’
history., It should be a matter of pride to the come-
tutinity thay during e sty of \ue Delomation it
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Dnrban. the Rt. Hon. S. Sash-: and Sir Ph:ro:re
Sethra WoFd thy honolred pUéRts of our estesmod
eb-wb’rke\‘ Wi Sotabjés Ruvfontjss. A8 oné who
Wit privileyc® tr thavel with the Délegation part of
LHoLE-totie,; 3 ¢ ey withoot thy dlightelt hesitition
#iat ibe Dolefatioft sincoeely appreciatod the <wel-
SOmY sxtdinded and hompifalty it received at the
B‘éndé’ of thy !a‘dla‘d c'ommun*ity

c F ANDREWB

- ‘Waords fml md to adequatoly :md fully record tho
inestimable seryiced rendered by Mr. Andrews in all
ivities of your Congress, Thoseg of . you that

; wou]d rememn:
g wa' sagely advice
gnd gmdant:e j:h brought that. ortant Conference
1o, 5.8ticoesstul condlusion. The succosmful observance
of the Ptayer Day alhgver the coyntry, in, India and
r hdfie 10 him, The work of
afown wonld never, have

lmportmce., For ail thls the grateful ahd

gratitude of your Con d the community you
Tepregent are due to lf ﬁﬁ(?raws.

'
L et SN

' Hmonu INU'IAN CORGRESS

I have aga.m pl ure m ecordmg the intereat that
has .been taken reis on behalf of the
TROHE ooty Ty s Congres of bepalt o T

gession of the Nationgl &&tigréss héldt 4t Guhsts thd

following resolutions..wers pifsed and these were
conveyed by cable. The resolutions read as follows:

“PThis Condréds wéléomes thé Rodnd Fable'
Conference npw sitfing in South Africa to deli-
, berate upop the best met, thod of dealgug w1th the
", duestion of fhe gtituy of IAdiaf et
- su‘bcb’ntiﬁen’f A5 pray¥ for divine blessﬁ‘ﬁé&l
guidance upon its dehbemtxom?.

This CoXElE dfed Hofl f83dsrs its thanks

45 thgt gdod Edglishwiavi, Mi €. F. Ardréws,

v i Ras bettl &¥iefly fhetriniental in brépai‘mg

in South Africa a calm atmosphefe suitable fo¥
..;the holding of the Conference.

¢+ . ThiB Congrés siithorises the Presidentto dable
.ttt taxt oF th Fésofution to Genefal Hortiog; b
. Sir Hobitralleh snd Mr: C. - Andrevs:”

ﬁ HESaES o BoligrAtdliten was &bIsE oW B

ﬁ’t?ve t'o ghn Predidén % 6fa'§ﬁé' Qodg régaﬁ f
‘Hiﬁ'& Iyeritfr ' thinkis of Foar Congresa are
die iﬁ‘ iy Na'ti‘

'1':f§.l rncﬂaﬁ Obithedd
Mmrmx Gmnﬁi m MRS. smom mnu

PRIUL G tRadad s L ud [ LI T VO AR “

-Neéddless.for:me: today dhat, both. Mahatma Gandh!
and . Mys, .Barojini Naida. have. continued.to evince
the.greatestiregard and ivterest in oar affairs, regular
cerrespondence.has been- kept mp with. both. of
thénic.e:d . aih +sura. that.Congtéss . will . again. make
racognifion.of théiv.labonré of.10xe for ne...A0d also
t4. 4he dmpeiial Ibdisn . Cifizenship. Association and
Indisn Qversedd Association.and its -.energetidr.-See-
retaryiMreH:Suli Polak fof theinnnceasing. efforts
for the vindication of the rights of Indmns in
South Africa, | .

(" KPR

fﬁh NOWW
exﬂ'w gﬁfﬁsi;%
ar bodlee in In

1 AdAiE M e
CORRESPONDENCE

o VR ﬂl[rll B OYRST Dy

9 por;respp enca has \been, lp,rgaaq

egn continued, swith the
Eh,eGQ dptueutbndxeq
Englan on varions

matters of importance to the commaunity. Theae are
all placed on the table,

FINANGE

. Thé pariod under feview was ohe during which
the whole destmy of the Indiaw commairity was in
the balance, and in conseqmemce floatree has played
an important part to bring the various actiyities of
your Congres and the work of the Rev. C. F. Andrews
to' & succoss,

Frofa thé financial statement to bé submitted by,
tiie Tredsurers it will be noticed that the halnllty of
the Congress to the writer has increased; thia is doe’
to the Provinces not having paid ap thelé dbes I
is hoped that the Provinces will pxy up their duea -
and that before this Cofference is concluded thé
Treasarer will be in & position to submit a fimal
financial atatemént showing no labilities,
CONDOLENCES

Oh the desth 6 the Rev: Vandér Merws the Modéar-
dtor of the Ddtch Reforfied Churéh, & messags
conveying onr condoléiices was dent to thé Datck
Reformed Chintch ind to the béreaved family,

THANES

Your Execative have the honoar to plaés off récord
ite sincere thanks.to Mr., Mrs. and Misses Gool for
their kind hospitality to the'mpmbers of the Govern-
ment of India Delegation on behalf of the community
and also to, the Rev. . F. Andrews and to other
members of your Congrees who happened to be in
Capetown in connection with the Round TFable Con-
ference ,and for all their, assistance and, kindoess
daring that period. 0. 7 Buitencingel,, Mrs. Gool's
house was for all pra,ct.lcal purposes used as an office
of your Congress .Xhe thanks of your Congress are
due to Mr, 8. R. Naidpo éor the inyainable servicer
rendered by him in.the Government of Indix Dale-
gation and, the thanks of yonr Execunve araalso dae
toMr. 8,J. Randeria for the service renderod by
him as Audihor.

In conclusion I bag to teridet iy personat thankd
and gratitnde to the Dapaty-President Mr, J, W.
Gr?d['rey for, his ever read advice and ganidance in

3 wor, t%the dbodles and eir pfficigla
and o Messrs Pither, V . Pather, Somb;aa
Rust}omjee. . 1 %nrsoo. g{anga b Patgl, E. NI
All K{ l§’atel awpocf ?’I Siléman Desm,

&; §pa’l Pillay Sookdeo fm,f
111 Meood ey an brhams, and last ut figt

Teast the members of my oo Staff, easra Y
Harry, J. Maganlal al dnd othérs for their ever ready
heip and courtesy at all times during tHe pericd I
had . the .honour to be your Secretary. I deeply
appreciate the assistance of these gentlemen and fully
realise that had it not been for their assistance the
little work that I have_bsen able to perfotm .how-
g0 er imperfectly wonld Lave been 1mpossnble to
achieve without their kind co-operation.

Before 1 conélidé I feél I hiwvea ddty o petfornd
and that is to place on record my eternal dehtof grati-
tude to the Rev. C. F, Andrews for hls sympatheti
co.nbérgzhon and for Ins gigacions and matured ndvncff
to té atall timed' o+ - o

© Ibegtd rem‘é‘in, ‘
Yours very truIi'.

31 Ehorazs 1o A 1 KAJEIIE.

Hear]qnal'ters:_, EVTY N U I O]
175 Grey Street, Durban.

Joﬁannesburg. ‘
12th March 1927

el

»

Pnnt:.d nnd Puhluhed ,by anlll.l Manndhi lt Phuenl:r
Settlement, I'hoenix, Naml.



