——

mmmtj

No. 8—Vol. XXV,

Friday, February 25th, 1927.

Registered at the G P.O, as a Newspaper, -
PricE Founruucz

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE CONCLUSIONS

ber of the family who dies in the mtenm or of a. .

HE following is a snmmary of Lhe concluslons
reached by the Round Tahle Conference on
the Indian question in South Africa :—
SCHEME OF ASSISTED EMIGRATION

1. Any Indian of 16 years or over may avail him-
gelf of the scheme. In the case of a family the
decision of the father will bind the wife and the
minor children under 16 years.

2. Each person of 16 years or over will receive a
bonus of £20, and each child under that age the
sum of £10. A decrepit adult, who is unable to
earn his living by reason of physical disability, may
at the discretion of the Unior authorities receive a
pension in lieu of or in addition t0 a bonus. The
pension will be paid through some econvenient
official agency in India out of a fund provided by
the Union Government, to such amount as they may
determine. It is expected that the amonunt will not
exceed £500 per annum in all, In every case the
bonns will be payable in India on arrival at the
destination or afterwards thromgh some banlding
institntion of repute.

FREE PASSAGES

3. A free passage, including railway fares to port
of embarkation in Soath Afriea, and from the port
of landing in India to the destination inland, will
also be provided.

4, Emigrants will travel to India via Bombay as
well a8 via Madras. Emigrants landing at Bombay
will be sent direct from their ship to their destina-
natipn at the expense of the Union Government.
The survey and certification of ships ghall be strictly
supervised and the conditions on the voyage,
especially in respect of sanitary arrangements, feed-
ing, and medical attendance improved.

5. Before a batch of emigrants leave the Unuion
information will be sent to some desigpnated author-
ity in India at least one month in advance, giving:—
. (a) A list of intending emigrants and their fami-

e8;

{b) Their occupation in South Africa, and

{c) The amount of cash and other resources whlch
each posgesses,

On their arrival in India emigrants will be :—

() Advised and so far as possible protected
against squandering their cash or losing it to ad-
veatures, and

(b} Helped as far as possible to settle in the occn-
pations for whick they are best suited by their
aplitude or their resources.

An emigrant wishing to participate in emigration
schemes authorised by the Government of India will
be given the same facilities in India as Indian
nationals.

RE-ENTRY INTO UNION

6. An assisted emigrant wishing to return to the
Tnion will be allowed to do 80 within three years

from the date of departure from Sounth Africa. As

a condition precedent to re-entry an emigrant shall
refund io full to some recognised anthority in India
the bonus and cost of passage, including railway
fares, received on his own behalf, and, if he has a
family, on behalf of his family. A pro rata redue-
tion will however be made (a) in respect of & mem-

. . "F-,..-g\w nt

daughter who marries in India and does not return, ,

and (b) in other cases of unforeseen hardshlp at the .

discretion of the Minister.

7. After the expiry of three yeara 'Umon dochtle.

will be Tost. In agreement with the proposed re-
vision of the law relating to it, which will be.of..

I3

general application, the period of. three years will -

run from the date of departure from a port in .the.
Union and expire on the last day of the third year.
Bat to prevent the abuse of the bonug and free
passage by persons who wish to pay temperary
visite to India or elsewhere, no person availing him-
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solf of the benefits of the scheme will be allowed to,. L
come back to the Union within less than one year: .

from the date of his departure.
For the purpose of re-entry within the time limit"
of three years, the vnity of the family group shall

be recognised, thongh in cazses of unforeseen hard- .

ship the Minister of the Interior may allow one or .

more members of the family to atay behind. ,

A son who goes with the family as a mmor,',.’,_

attains a ma]onty outside the Union, marries there
and has an issne which will be allowed to return to
South Afnca. but only if he comes with the rest of
his father’s family. In such’ cases he will be allowed: _

to bring his wife and child or children with him, ~
but a daughter who marries outside the Union. will, .

acquire the domicile of her husband and will not be

]

admitted into the Union unless her husband is th-

gelf domiciled in the Union, L )
ENTRY OF WIVES AND Mmon Cnmnaan ;‘ '

{The entry of wives and minor chlldren to gwe |

- effect to Paragraph 3 of the Reciprocity Resolution -

of the Imperial Conference of 1918, which intended.-

i

that an Indian should be enabled to live a happy :

family life in the country in which he is domiciled.)

The entry of wives and children shall be governed
by the following principles :

(a) The Government of India should certify that
each individual for whom a right of entry is claimed
is the lawfal wife or child, as the case may be, of the
person who makes the clalm,

(b} Minor children should not be perm:t.t.ed to

enter the Union unless accompanied by the mother,
if alive, provided that (1} the mother is not already -
resident in the Union, and (2) the Minister may in
special cases permit the entry of sach clnldren an-":

accompanied by their mother;

(c) In the event of divorce no other wife should (

be permitted to enter the Union unless proof of such
divorce to the satisfaction of the Minister has been
submitted.

(d) The definition of the wife and child, as glven :

. in the Indians’ Relief Act, No. 22 of 1914, ahall To-

main in forca.
UPLIFTMENT OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY

1. The Union Government ﬁrmly believe in and .

adhere to the principle that it.is the duty of every
civilised Government to devise ways and means and
to take all possible steps for the mplifting of every
section of their permanent population to the full ex-
tent of their capacity and opportunities, and accept
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the view thal; in the provision of educativhal and
othe¥ tacilitics the considornble number of Indisns
who will remtaits part of the permanent population
shouald dot be alivwed to lag behind any other
gections of the people.

2, It is difficult for the Union Hovernment fo
take action which is considerably ifi advance of
publio opinion, or to ignore dificulties arising ont
of the constitutiohal system of the Union andet
which the functions of the (Government are distri-
bated between the central execntive and the Provin-
cial and miner loea} anthorities, but the Union Qov-
ern ing 3= -

a) In view of the admittedly grave situnation ia
respect of Indian education in Natal, to appoint a
Provincial commission of idqairy, and tg obtiain the
assistanes of an edacutionnl expert from the Govern-
ment of Thdia for the putpose of such {nquiry.

(b) To consider sympathetically theé guestion of
imptoving facilities for highet edtteaticn by pro-
viding suitable hostel accommodation dt the Somth

* Aftican Native College at Fort Hare, and otherwise
improvitig the attractivetiess of tho institution for
Indiane.

To taky specixt steps under the Publio Heslth
Aot for an investigation into exnitary #nd housing
condition# ih dnd aronntd Drbam, which will in-
clude the qiestioni of (1) the appointment of ati
ad¥isory committes of representative Tndiang and
(2) the limtitation of thd sale of municipal land to
restrictive conditions.

INDUSTHIAL CONCILIATION AcT

The principle tuderfying the Industrial Conei-
liatich Act {No, 11 of 1924) and the Wages Act (No,
27 of 1925}, which enables all employees including
Indians to také their places on the basis of equal pay
for equal work will bes adhered fo,

. LICENSING LAts

When the tiine for the revision of thd existing
trade Heenstg laws atrives, the Union Government
will give all due considerationt to the soggestions
made by the Qovernment of India delegation that
the disctetionary powers of local authorities might
redsonably be limited tn the following ways :~—

(2» The grounds onr wlhitch a Heenoe may be ré-
fused should be laid down by statute.

(2) The reasons for which a, licence is refused
should be recorded.

€35 There shonld be a right of appeal i tages of
firat applications:and tradsfers de well as in cases of
rexiswals to the courts or to some other impartial
tribunal.—Renter: .

e

Speecht i Dellii Legislature
MANY SIGNS OF APPROVAL

A Reuter’s mesgage from Delhi slates :—

The Capetowr agresment has been placed on
the table of both Houses of the Legislatare,

Mr. Joseph Bhote (secretary to.the Governmant of
Indixin the Deparlment of Agrioeltore and Lands),
in addressing the: Assembly, commented: on the
agreement. He said that in the Governmens of
Indin's) opinion the agreemens reached was omi-
nently satisfactory. They had decided fo ratify it,
antd he hoped the considered jndgment of the Legis:
latare would favoni the actionr the Government had
takep. 'Fhe Government and the people of India
owed a great debt of gratitnde to the delegation fod
the sagacity, skilb and: expedition with whick it had
accomplished #te difficult and delicate: missiom. (Ap-
plause.) Nor must they forget the admirable pre-
liminany, work of the Paddison deputation. It
would be readily admitted that satiefzotory results
could not have been secured unless the Unior @ov-
ersment had: entered: inte the Conference ima spivity
of friendliness and goodwilh:

) S0UTH. ARRIOAN ,‘GOO‘EW L
“Iou the. dolegation'y receptionm, smd i the

() aplLehihe T L

!

courageons - snd sympathetic siatesmanship of
the Union'a representstives we had  recoived
an unmistaltable proof of the ecarnest desire
of the Government and people of the Union to enlii-
vate friendly relatioms wilkh the GQovernment and
people of India.” (Applause.) The agreoment was
a convincing proof of their goodwill. Let them
treat it as suck and endeavoar to make it & basgis of
lasting friendship between Indid and South Afeica.
It was not saggested that all the ontstanding ques-
tions of the two centres had been eolved, but the
Qovernment of Itidia was eohfident that if the mpirit
that prevailed at the Capatown Conferance endured,
the nltimate solution of the Indian problem in South
Africa in a ‘manner that would be satiafactory and
honoarable to both countries was assared. (Loud

cheors). j
Mahatma Gandhi

CONGRATULATIONS AND CRITICISMS

Mahatma Gandhi, interviewed by o repredentative
of Renter, congratulated the Habiballah delegation
on securing a settlement honourable to both partiee.
It was not the best that eould be eonceived, bat it
was the best that was possible. He doubted if any
other deputation could have done betier. The Class
Avess Bill which had bromght about the Conference
and round whiok the battle bad raged was dead and
gonse.

DANGBR POINTS

The sottlemment, however, like all compromised
wa#s not without ite danger points, said Me, Gandhi,
wht went on to dxamine ita details and to show
where he saspected the dunger to lie. There might,
ke said, be danger for instance, in the working of
assisted emigration being diverted to any country.
Moreover the agreement clanges betrayod every
heroid attempf made to reconcile conflicting intereata
and sentiments. Therc wera hopeful paragraphs,
buat he felt that the provision regarding k%e investi-
gation of health conditions and the guestion of the
limitation of sale of municipal Iands subject to ros-
trictive conditions was fraught with great danger.

The appointment of an advisory committee would
be simple padding. Mr. Gandhi disliked the fLinpli-
cation that- the Provincinl Governments were at
liberty to take action against Indian settlers without
reforence to the Central Govornment. ~

Mr. Gandhi concluded : “But the compromise is
acceptable in spite of its dangers, not so much for
what actually been achieved, hut for the almost
sadden transfovmation of the atmosphere in South
Africa from one of remorseless hostility towards
that of toleration, and from complete social cstraciem
to that of admission of Indians to social functions”
, 'The succeas of the settloment would very Targely
depend on the Government of India's agent sl
‘Mr. Gandhi snggested that he must be an EIndian,
/and the man best fitted would be the Right Honour-
inble Srinivasa Sastri.—Reuter,

Dr. Malan on the Indian Agreement

Riging in a full House after the disocharye
of formal business, the Minister of the In-
terior asked to be allowed to make a statement ofi &
matter of great importance to the conntry, and
which he also owed to the House.

In the Governor-Goneral’s spcech at the opening
of Parliament it was ghnounced fhat during the re-
oest & conference had been hald between representa-
tives of the Governments of the Union and of India
on the povition of Indiuns in the Union, snd thut &
provisional agreement had boen reached which i
dne course world be laid bofore Parliament for their
information and, if required, for their consideration.

Bhortly after the Oonference this agreement was
submitted t¢ and formally appréved by the Unlon
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these standardé will bé enabled t6 do & Tn do fai as

Governrhent, and at the énd of last week offickdl 1 ) GO Q Jax
further restrictions of immigration may be  expec

intirnation was received that it had now also bech

ratified by the Government of India. It was also -

agreed between the two Governttients that the re-
sults of the Conference wounld be officialiy
announced both hereand in Iadia in identical terms,
and that immediately thereafter a more detailed and
mutoally approved siommaty of the condlusions of
the Conference shoild be laid fipon the table of the
House and of the Legislativo Assembly of India.

GRNERAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT
Dir. Malan then proceeded fo read the communique
approved by both Goverhmeiits; atid proceeding,; axid
he would like to make a few obsetvatiohs bearing

to Fesult from the agroement. This will ks place
in strict decorduitte with the' gehérdf provision -
which was formualated by the Imperial Conféinot
in 1918, and is now in operation with other Domi-
nions, and to which India herself was able to sub-
scribe, and in the ecarrying out of which she has
found herself able honddrably to asdist. Further,
if a three.years continnons absence from the Union
would in future legally entail the Iosy of the right
of domicile, it was agreed that such should e tie

- case, not as & result of diserimination against Iddians ;

or anty offiok tack it particular, bdt &8 the- result of!
an amended immigration law whickk will bg et

more especially on the general natare of the agree-
me

It musdt be obvious, continnted the Minister; that:
the Conference fulfilled its difficult and responsible
task it atrict ateordance with thé spirit and charactet
which this House and the country have been led to
expect as a result of the preliminary negotiations
about which the House was fully informed last
year; As members will remnember it was then agreed:.
that the Confercice to be held wotld not be sach
that tife people of South Afriea could justly look
upon it as an interference from outside with their
domestic affairs, but that on the confrary both
Governments would loyally co-operate with each
other in the solution of a common. problem.
Throughotit the Conferenée there was rémarkable
absence of the spirit of bargaining, and the decisiohs
taken were arrived at solely and wholeheartedly
with & view to a comnprehensive, effectivé, and peace-
ful settlement. The resnlts achieved cannot, there-
fore, be looked upon as reflecting a diplomatic
victory in whole or any particalar point for either
side, bat as the fruit of a common purpose carried
out it the apisif ahd by meins of friendly collabiors-
tion: It will also be obvious that the agreemert
which has been reached is more in the natare of an
honourable and friendiy uadetstatiding..thau..of 4
rigid and bin ea their decigion mot tor
proceed with the particular legislation which was
contemplated lust ysar; the Union Governmient Have
not in any respect or te any extent surrendered
their freedom to deal legislatively with the Indian
. problem whenever dné in whatever ‘way they may
deem necessary and just, nor on the other hand
have the Govetnment of India bodud themselves
either permanently or for any limited pericd to co-
operate with usin the practical solution of our prob-
lem ip: the manner agreed upon.

PRACTICAL AND PRACEFUL

The position traly described is rather that both
Governments have agreed on a solution whichk to
some, indeed, may not ssem ideal; but which is at
least practicable and peaceful and which holds out
every hope of being effective, ahd that both havé
farther agreed by means of mutdal goodwill and
co-operation to give this solution a fair and reason-
able trial. The chief and most satisfactory' methiod
of dealing with the problem has obviously been
found in an approved scheme of assisted emigration
to be initiated by the Union Government with ini-
creased facilities and indncements, and with propor
safeguards against possible abuse. The most im-
portant feature of this scheme as well as of every
o:]%er tl;’::t of the agre;ment which kas been arrived
at is no stigma of racial inferiority is impli
and that i Tacl sucli stigma has ﬁéﬁbé’i‘a%‘f‘y‘?ﬁ;d’ﬂ
removed where such may have been consideral to
exist in connection with the so-called repatriation
scheme, while South Africa’s right tb use zll just
and legitimate means for the maintenance of Western
standards of life remain untouched and EGgoTHtz”
and has 10 fact beamrreatirmed.

IMPERIAL CONFEBRENGE PROVISION

Indians who are willing and able o oonform to

general dpplication. R N

In thess circimistanced theis sedins to be 16 reason
why any section of the conitaiity should ba' dther- -
wisge than friendly disposed towards the : working ef: |

the scheme, which, if snccessful and effective, will

go very far to ensure the peded #d hippiness of
" the Indizn communityy; which , will’ remain pép|
manenfly seitled in the Union, and to. establish ,
lasting friendship and Hoodwill Betwesd {he tivo -
great nations on either sitie of the Indiah Ocean,
' PRIBUTES

Hi edhckision, Dr. Mali' gald 4 fibdfs 4 the
members of Pdrliament, to the 'membeérs -6f publie !
opinion among the Indian a3 well :ag the Eurbpean, ]
comitdity, dnd fick the least to fhe Préss, and -
generally to the people of Sounth Afrida fob' the paté "'
riotic way in-which they had assisted. in the creation 1
of that. favourable atmosphere upon. which the:.
suecass of thé Cotiferende wad dependeit, and which
wad siwch & marked feature' of itd' delibbirdtion 'Iasl
year. He ventured to make an,earnest appdad for.. -
-general self-réstraint and co-opsration, and the com-
plets dnd whole-heatfed fbapotiss to that appéal Has' ™
proved that now thet the résults - of the Oonférchees
were known the continuance of any curb on .the
publi¢ expréssioit of views cowlld nof be etpédted,
bat in a-matter like this where gentiment conld ko.-i:
easily be aroused and where any agifation of the,.
publié raind, éithet héte or in Tadik, could s6 casily”
wreck the best results of the Confarenceiand) thé
vital interests of South Africa, he knew that with
the fullest confiderics they cotrld’ 6hies mare faly on
the good semze and the trae patriotismy ey oIy 67"
that House, but also of, all sectiong of the Press! and: v
of thié people of South Africa. “On. behaif of the ;-
Govetnment ahd the people df South Afms” eand”
Dr. Malan; “F also desira to' expressour .grititude to
the Government of India and to pay a tribute to the o
honotifable ledder and methbers of their delegation, *

R VU NPT Y ST PR BRPRILYIRFY? (5 I
; THE DEPUTATION TO INDIA o :.

*“The invitation to the: Governmeni of, Indi of, »
whidlt wé dvailed otrsélves during e@%é'&ess!?‘td‘ .
send a ropresenfative députativiy o' 4- HioHAIF H5ikE
to Indiz, was prompted by feelings of genuine: y -
friendship, has afforded to' the Government and a |
meitibers of Pariametnt a mideh Yalddd oppoitiinity
of stndying 2¢ first hand- eodditions ih Indiy ahd Bay’
been a potent factor in the creation of that atmos-
pheid 1 whick the sucéess of the Confotefice iust
be mdinly attributed: The hospitalisy’ which. tha' -
menibers of the depatation received from the Gov-,..
erndiént and the peopls of India could nof be sur-
passed at the Conferancd, The ldadeF and Wnibers
of the delegation displayed all that-ability, sificerity. ::
and keen desire for a real and happy solution which- .
inspited coilfidehcd and’ which belénged: to fhe '
ess‘?infze ?f sta{ea&l’:;;annhip; T T N IR A

eel assared,” mid the Minister in his cs e
din¥ geiiterice, “that both this House and the p:&t?: )
of SodtW Afriez Will join it the fétvent Hopk-that'
the reward of their lebours will be: the irsbgoetion -
0fanew era of peace pud friendship in the true

FE e T T
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interests of both, between our country and the
country which they serve.”

Goneral Hertzog, on being pressed, undertook to
give the House an opportunity to discuss the Indian
agreement.

A NEW MOTTO .
(Bx C. F. ANDREWS)

URING the whole of my last visit
]:) to South Africa, from October 1925
to April 1926, there was only one

motto, which I repeated- on every occasion

to.all the Indian gathermgs in South Africa.
It was this :—

. “Trust in God alone.”

This was the only thing that I said.
Again and again, I repeated the same motto:
“Trust in God alone.”

What I tried to explain was this :—“ We
have no strength of our own., e are weak.
But God is Almighty. Our weakness will
be made perfect in God’s strength. There-
fore we must put our. whole trust in God
alone, and not trust in our own strength at
all. . If we put our whole trust in God alone,
and do not trust in man, then we shall
succeed.: But if we trust in man, and do
no! trust in God, then we shall fail. And

we shall deserve to fail 1"

“This was my constant speech, which I
made in every town in South Africa, where
there was an Indian community established,

In Durban and johannesburg, @QJ§ a
very striking illustration. It had been my
own joy and happiness on many occasions,
when [ had felt human affairs to be hope-
less. 1 quoted the example of the Holy
Prophet of Islam. When he was in the
Cave, and ‘thousands of his enemies sur-
rounded him, his faithful folIower Hazrat
Abu Bakr said: “Qur enernxes are thou-
sands; and we are only two” But the
Prophet answered and said : “ No, we are
fiot two, but three. For God is with us.
And when God is with us then we are

" stronger than thousands of our enemies.”

How very many times have I been
encouraged to go forward by remembering
the Prophet’s words who said “No, we
are not two, but three, For God is with
us |” All the while, when I was in South
Africa, last year, | remembered that example
of the Prophet ; and it gave me very great
strength and faith. ~ In that faith, we were
able to gain the victory. Indeed, what

nappened last year was a mxracle
Las o - :

‘Nol

Only a

miracle could turn the hearts of the South
African politicians from passing that bitterly
hostile Asiatic Bill.

While I am writing these words, I am
remembering the scene in Capetown only a
year ago, when 2ll seemed absolutely hope-
less. Yet even at that very time the words
of the Prophet, which 1 have quoted, sus-
tained me and I believed in God. Now,
to-day, we can see how true that belief was.

Since the time when the Habibullah
Delegation left Capetown, I have had in my

mind another proverb, or motto, which is
needed by us to-day, if we are to continue
the good work that has been so marvellously
begun. It is this :—

“ God helps those who help themselves.”
There is no contradiction between this
and the former motto I have quoted :

*“Trust in God alone”

for the work of self-help which has now to
be done must be done in God's name and
carried out in God's strength. It is God’s
work carried out by the voluntary surrender
of men, like ourselves, to the will of God.

“Trust in God’ does not mean sitting still
with our hands folded. It means giving all

“our powers to the service of God.

To-day, there is much wealth in the
Indian community in South Africa; yet it
is not being used in God's service. God is
not mocked. - He will not help those, who
selfishly spend their money and time in idle
pleasure and refuse to do Him service.
The second motto is as true as the
first, and at the present time it needs
repeating :

A
ﬂGod helps Rlbse ‘who help themse]ves.'K

If we do not help ourselves in putting up
schools for our children, we cannot rely on
God's help. He will help us when we are
oppressed, but not when we are idle and
selfish.

Therefore to-day let us add to our former

motto, b
"« Trust in God alone"”

this second motto which should go with it,
“ God helps those who help themselves.”
Let us as a community do everything we
possibly ¢an to sacrifice ourselves for the
cause and then we can truly trust in God

" and believe that He will help us.

o
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THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT

(By C. F. ANDREWS)

HAVE little to add, this week, to the
H very guarded words I used iu my

interviews to the Press. But, in the
following weeks, 1 shall try to discuss, in
full, each point of the Agreement, and to
see where the gain has been and where also
the danger lies.

I am purposely refraining this week from
saying anything beyond the general ap-
proval which Mahatma Gandhi has already
given, because the Executive Committee
of the South African Indian Congress is
meeting after this week’s issue is published ;
and I do not wish to forestall any criticisms
which the members of the Executive may
have to offer. Furthermore, the final deci-
sion of the whole Congress will be made at
the Congress Session in Johannesburg on

March 12, 13 and 14, of which due notice
is given in this week’s advertisements.

It needs an explanation, that the date of
the Annual Conference has been altered
so many times. This could not possibly
be helped. Though we despatched cables
to Delhi, we could not obtain news of the
actuzl date of the announcement until the
last moment. Since the date of the Annual
Session of the Congress depended entirely
upon that information, it was impossible to
get matters finally fixed before.

Now that the matter has been finally
settled, I would ask, with all earnestness,
that the Johannesburg Congress should be
approached in a solemn manner.
pointed out to me, that it would be held in
the month of Ramazan, —the month of the
Fast. I know this means bardship and in-
convenience to those who are fasting, But
it also gives to the Congress a prayerful
solemnity, which is in keeping with the
occasion.

One last word, this week. The leading
article, which I have printed, was written
before the Agreement was announced. But
even if [ had already had the announcement
before me, when 1 had been writing that
. article, I would not have altered a single
word. “God helps those who help them-
sclves ” is a homely, practical motto. We
do not depend in the uliimate resort, on
agreements made for us by others (though
these may be a real help to us if they are
properly used) but un our own God-given
inner strength and resource, Let us go for-
ward; dufing this coming year, with the

ft was

new motto and determine in God’s s[:reng‘th
to be self-supporting.

The Indian Agreement

Thus the Natal Wilnass :—

To those of us who are familiar with the methods of
the bad, old diplomacy, the new Indian Agreement must
appear, first and foremost, s an easy__win_on _points for.
the Indian_delegation.  Dr. Malan, however, explains
that the bargaining spirit was eschewed thronghont
negotiations, and that the settlement should be regarded
nob as an eqailibrium of forces in opposite tension, but
as the spontaneous frait of a common parpose pursued in
friendly collaboration. ‘That may be the higher wisdom.
But the fact remains that the Union Government under-
takes (a) to re-organise on a more generous basiz the
scheme of voluntary repatriation (or emigration as it is
henceforward more accorately to be called), (b) to
concede assisted emigrants the right to retura to this
conntry in certain circnmstances, and () to pnt in train
vations improvements in regard to Indian education,
sanitation, and honsing, with a view to raiting to a
European standard of living such members of the Indian
commuonity as degire to resch it. The engagement of
the Indian Government, on the other hand, is merely
(a) to assume a general responsibility for emigranta after
their arrival in India, and (b) to appoint an agent in
South Africa to watch the new machinery at work and
to advise npon sny adjuetments that may be needed from
time to time. So far the best of the bargain (says Dr.
Malan) is clearly with the Indians. Bunt the important
matter hag yet to be mentioned. The Areas Reservation
Bill, the bone of contention which brought the whole
Conference about, and the very bullseye at which the
main Indian protest was aimed, has been unconditionally,
and, in ali humes - probability, permanently dropped.
With this addition, the scale fairly kicks the beam, The
Indian delegation is to be felicitated on securing all it
set ont for, and several basketfall of quite nseful frag-
ments to book, ' -

We are the last to carp at such & resalt, provided the
other party to the negotiations is mo loser. The TUnion
delegation yielded certain material points; but it took in
exchange a number of advantages which may fall under
the heading of imponderables, but, are not the less sub-
stantial for that. We wonld mention two of the moast
important. First, the policy of round-table discussion
bas abundaotly justified itself. It has rescned the whole
Asiatic question in this country from the fog of racial
snimus aod narrow political rancour that threstened to
engulf it at the time when the Areas Reservation Bill
was first introdnced, and it has given it & fresh start in
an atmosphere from which unreasoning prejudice has
begun and will, we hope, continue to clear. The signifi-
cance of this fact will not escape alert observers throngh-
out the Empire, particnlarly in those parits which have
their own Indian questions to handle and which would
have been seriously embarrassed by an illiberal treaticent
of the problem in Sonth Africa. Secondly, the Indian
Government, on the one hand, admita that the main-
tenance of Weatern standards of life is the tomch-stone
by which all measures dealing with the Asiatio question
here must inevitably be tested; while the Union Govern-
ment on the other recognises that Indians in the Union
who are prepared to conform to Western standards,
should be enabled to do 0. Now, this amoants to the
introduction of a principle which has never yet been
applied to the problem in South Africa. - It means
botk Governments agree that solution, however distan
it may be, can only come by training oar Asiatic popula-~
tion to the adoption of Enropean standsrde, Whatever
we may think of that objection in iteelf, it is clearly an
important gain to know that the official mind has a
ain'%l;: and (lieﬁned aim in views
. .. The implications of the agreemetit, then, are these t
G shiy poaitive sidsy education le wabicnoed o tha Podical
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remedial polioy, with assisted emigrafion as an auxiliary
and palistive. - On-the negative side, segregation is dis-
carded, at least while the new meganred are being given
their trial. The Indian community can probably be
relied opon to discover gronnd for copious complaint in
thut, however genninely they may woleome the abandon-
ment of, Pr,: Melpr’s Bill;, pnd diedard anti-Asiatics
will raply vociferonsly to any such criticism ns may
find expression. But on a more detached view, and re-
.gognising the limitatioas by which the Conference, was
" perforge hound, ik wonid be difficndt not ko conclade {hat
the agroement js soynd on the main issue. Repatriation
can gbviongly cnly foach the fringe of the matter, when
gvet 70 per pent, of the Indian population hss been born
in South Afriag, you casnot expect éo remove mach more
than 4 negligible proportioa of that population by volun-
‘tary tepstrigtion, [ven when you call it emigration and
_affer 1o carry any dndien to any pounbry, the practical
djfferenge will be small, the simple fack being that In-
dians have #b presony very little inoeative to leave South
Africa, . Ay fo pegregation, the Indian population will,
po dopbt, gontinae fo lipe for generations largely and
yolugtarily withdrawn in areas of their own. Bat the
offect.of formal, permanent and compalsory segregabion
' would merely be (ns is generally admitied) to accentuate
l? thoss gistinctive feautures of Indinn eustoms and
Jeanners which we most deplore, and which mnst first be
Jemoved if $he majority of Ladisns in Bouth Africa are
ta he fitted for their inevitable perticipation in European
\.meph aof living, 1t woald hold dowa the Indinns in-

gefinitely ak an aconomical level where they ara a special
.Jneonce tp white labour. . What hope, then, economic,

Rocial, r politiosl, remaing but that sclieme of aplifting

{to mge the phraseology of the agreement) which we
\ summayise g6 ednoation 7 The road may be long, and

tedions and infinitely unromantio, bat it is the only one
that lesds ug where we all went to go.
. Dr; Malsp and his colleagues nre, therefore, on the
‘whale, 4p be #8 wuch songratulated upon the results they
“aehieved ag apou the spirit in which they eonducted their
- "digcnssiong, Ab bhe same time, it remaine true, as we
_began by. pointing cut, that the Indian. delegation
securad 3 numper of concrete sdvantages for their side
l withouat themselves contributing snything tangible to the
: compon glosk. . Thaj departorg from an oqual balance
i3 nok in say case ta be much deplored. It might, if the
Jndian coramnoity itself has the vision and goodwill to
“peize. the ppportupity it affers, be greatly to be waloomed.,
That .communuihas often gomplained of ungeoerous
{mtmmt qt the hapds. of Bouth African Governmenta.
Let them sbhew their x'eoa%nitinn of the naw tempor which
‘thoe agreement embodies by. some gestnure demonpstrating
upeqniyocally fhat the “‘uplifting of the permanent Indian
population te the fnl) extent of the capacity sud opportg-
Pisies” ia & matter of copperp mlsa tp thamselyes, In
pdugation, Fhe improyement of hygiene and housing con-
ditions, ?bere i8 gn immense field where Indian co-opera-
tion {8 essantial if meqrba:nb and Jpsting results sra fo
Ye achieved. [f the Indiag commupity were ko avail
pheEmvaq of the prblication of the agresment io
yollinteer some visible sign that auh co-operation will be
ortheotiilng fn mngrudging megsite, none bub the most
[drtuunbe_imlzreﬁsiona would be prodnoed.

" For . Sale or To Let
561 Acres Farm at.Inanda. - 20,000 Bananas,
20 Acrdés Waules and Firewood. - Sc¢ientific
Pc‘mlt E\séaglf-émppotl:?mngi Farm. A Alsul fm{
ale,  Whaggohg, ~ Carrlages, . Agricultura
zl?‘lpléments. , i}lac}unery-, “Wire ~ Netting,
wi. Beach, . Furbiture, Wood and Iron
_Buildings, Timber; Poultry Cittle, Donkeys
wmd Whtei;\"l'ﬁ ks, Tetms cit be arranged.
l ,. ﬁr‘y:b ) T . Lo s
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Independence

( BY MAHATMA GANDHI)

[ At the Ali-India National Congress an attempt
was made to bring forward a inotion for complete
independenoce, outside the British Commonwealth of
Nations. Mahatma Gandhi in opposing it declared
that independence was still a hoped-for possibility
within that Commonwealth. Tt wiil be seen that
this argnment of Mahatmpa Gandhi, which he has
consistently put forward, has been strengthened by
the announcement of the ‘higher status’ that
Qeneral Hortzog reoccived at the Imparial Conference
this yoear. General Hertzog claimed that the new
formula shoald be such as to allow Soath Africa or
Canada. to stay within the Empire of her own frae
will and chpice, and not under compnlsion, This
was granted by the formnla, which gave Sounth
Afriea once and for all the higher statns of an in-

_dependent nation within the British Commonwaalth

of Nations. Mahatmas Gandhi's speech, printed
below, covers the same ground,—C.F.A. ]

Mahatma Gandhi congratulated Mr. Banerjee on his
outspokan sentiment. They should not mind & galaxy
of Mahstmas thronghount the length and breadth of
the country. It was better to got out of their
clutches (langhter). “Bat T am not a Mahatma, I
am a hamble servant of the nation and yon won't
eagily got out of my clutchos (laughter) because I do
not yield to any flery anarchist in my capacity tor
golf-gaorifice. I am never frightened of even the
most forward programme, Bnt ] would like you to
consider and weigh the words from the lips of a
man who has seen many a battle in hie life and who
knows how forward marches can be performed.

“'If you deflne the word “Swaraj"” to-day you will
besimply Hmiting ita potency. I may say complote
independence i# included in the word “Swaraj.”
Otherwise you will find me going ont of the Con-
gresa. But it also includes something else which is
repagnant to your sense of self-respect. To-day I
say it doas include closor association with the Bri-
tish people on terms of absolate squality. Those to
whom this association is unbearable becanse of the
atrocities of Jallianwalla Bagh and becanse of what
has gone on pven after the inanguration of the Re-
forms, I sympathise with them, but I eay you are
jmpatient. My advice to you is “festina lente”
(hasten slowly). If this resolution is not withdrawa
and is challenged to a division and rejected by an
overwhelming, wajority yoa will stili have before
you the most forward programme [ have given,

“THA? I8 ¥oT YET"
RBat do not delude yoarself eyen with the distant
ope that I shall lead you in the Couneil programune.
here §s no ‘if’ nbout it to-day. When the spirit
withip me tells me that I shall go to the battle
ground in the Coancil I shall on my knees apply to
Panditji to take me into his fold and give me his
Heoretaryship (laughter). But that is not yet. You
annot say or think that the time may never come.
ghave never eraged out of my mind the Oounoil
programme, Those who have a long memory may
racall that at the apecinl sesslon in Calcutta I enid
that they mmust not think that the Conncils may
hever be consldered by Yis. When Lord Reading
askeit me ** Come to my Council® I mid ‘Yes, but
do these things and then I come.’ Justas I accopted the
U({mrhbara'u ommission of Wnguiry, [ am quile
mipuble of Beedptihg bllics in We Council and
gapable of becoming Executive Codneillor (langhter),

ut 'wlfen I become Executive (founcillor you mny
Qalbntl apon mb that Ywaral has ¢ome {lauihior)
ond Mr Satpbatnurti's coniplets independence aldo.

COMPLETE THE PROMISE

. 3 have acquired and achjeved my own personal
indepeddence, Now I want every ludisn to nequire
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that independenoce and the sam total of that is com-
plete independence. I can tell you negatively, that,
when the All-India Congress Committee veally be-
comes a working body of men determined to achieve
freedom, not determined to talk but to work; when
India has really completed one of its promises
namely the boyeott of foreiga cloth: when you have
very nearly achieved the boyeott of foreign cloth
then you find men going to Pundit Motilal and mying
‘Please, Sir. may I be admitted into your Council
Party.’ But that boycott cannot be achieved unless
you really become determined men. I want every
one of you to join thia Khadi Service. I can give
you Rs. 30 a month and training, bnt I will send
you to the villages and you will achieve the boyoott
of foreign cloth. Then you will have me to work
the Council programme also.
WASTING IS DISCTPLINE

To-day we are not a disciplined body. You eannot
put your hand on your heart and say that you are. We
do not yield with willing obedience to the chair.
That we ought to do. We should lift np our Chairman
and sy ‘Yes we shall march with you shoulder to
shonlder.” Do yon know threatening lefters are
being received, that now that Swami Shraddananda
has loet his life, some Mussalman should also lose
his ? There is a posterad which is now in the hands
of the Chairman. It is anonymous. There ia nothing
in it, bat the sum total of these anonymous letters
gives us the clue as to where the country is going.
Can I have any time for shonldering the Comncil
programme, when the atmosphere around us is sar-
feited. If it is possible for so many of us to cleanse
the atmosphere, you will find me giving my attention
to the Conncil programme. Please eliminate me
from your mind: If you summarily reject this
amendment, you will do s0 on your own responsi-
bility, on its merits, without the slightest bargaining
and withont the slightest mental reservation.”

AMENDNENT REJECTED

The amendment was rejected by a large majority.

Mr. Rangaswamy Iyengar, Mr. Vallabbai Patel
and Dr. Aneari, were elected General Secrotaries for
the coming year, Mr. Rangaswami to continue as the
Working Secretary.

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

{ By M. K, GaxDEI]
ParT IL
Chapter X1V
PREPARATIOS FOR THER CaASE

The year’s stay in Pretoria was the most valnable
experience in my life. Here it was that I had
opportunities of learning public work and obtained
some measure of my ecapacity for itt Here it was
that the religious epirit within me became a living
foree, and here too I acquired a true knowledge of
legal practice. Here I learnt the things that a
junior barrister learns in a senjor barrister's chamber,
and here also I gained confidence that I should not
after all fail as a lawyer. [t was likewise here that
I learnt the seeret of snecess as 8 hawyer.

Dada Abdulla’s w2s no small case. The soit was
for £40000Q. Arising as it did out of business
transaction#, it was full of intricacies of atcounis,
Part of the claim was based on promisory notes and
part on the specific perfomance of promise to deliver
promisory notes. The defenée was that the pro-
miscory notes were frandulently faken and lacked
sufficient consideration. There were points of fact
and law enough in this intricate case,

Both parties had engaged the best sttorneys and

coansel. I thus had a fine opportunity of stadying
their work. The preparation of the plaintif's ease
for the atiorney and the &ifting of facts in support
of his case had been entrusted to ime. It was an
education o ses how much the aftorney aceepted
and how much he rejected from my preparation, as
also to see how moch nse the counsel mads of the .
brief prepared by the attorney. [ saw that this pre-
paration for the case wonld give me 3 fair measnre
of my powers of comprehension and my eapacity for
marshalling evidence.

I took the keenest interest in the case. 1Indeed I
threw myself into it. I read all the papers pertain-
ing to the tranmctions. My client’s ability was
great and his confidence in me was absolute and
this rendered my work easy. I made 2 fair stedy
of book-keeping. My capacity for translstion waa
improved by having to translate the correapondence
which was for the moet pert in Gnjareti. '

Aithough, ss I bhave said before, | 100k & keen
interest in religious ecommamnion and in public werk,
and always gave some of my time o them, they
wore got them my primary interest, The preparation
of themase was my primary interest. Reading of
law and looking up law casea, when neocessary, had
alwaysa prior claim on my time. As @ resuli, I
acquired such a grasp of the faels of ths case as
perhaps was not possessed even by the partica them-
selves, in as much a8 I had with me the papers of
both the parties,

I recalled the late Mr. Pincutt’'s adviee—facts are
three-fourths of the law. At a later date it was
amply borne ont by that famous barmisler of Soath
Africa, the Jate Mr, Leonard. In & sertain case in
my charge I gaw that thoagh justico was on tho side
of my clisnt, the law seemed to be againsi him, In
despair ] approached Mr. Leonard for help. He also
felt that the facts of the case were very strong. He
exclaimed, ‘Gandhi, I have learnt one thing, and it
is this, that if we jake care of the facts of a case, the
law will take care of iteelf. Let us dive deeper inio
the facts of this case.’ With these words he asked
me to gindy the gage farther and then eoe him again,
On a re-examination of the facts I saw them in an
entiraly new light, and I also hit apon an old Seuth
African case bearing on the point. I was delighted
and went to Mr. Leonard and told him everything.
‘Right,’ he eaid, ‘we shall win the case. Only we
must bear in mind which of the judges takes it.” :

When I was making preparation for Dada
Abdulla’s case, I had not fully realised this para-
mount importanes of facts, -Faols mean tmth apd
once we adhere to truth, the law ocomes to our aid
oaturslly. { saw that the fasts of Dada Abdulls’s
case made it very strong indeed and that the law
was bound fo be én their side. But [ ilse maw that
the litigation, if it were persisted jn, wonld ruin the
plaintiff and the defendants who were relatives and
both residents of the mamp city. No one knew how
long the case might go on. Should it be aHowed to
continus to be fonght out in 2ourt, it might go on
indefinitely, and to no advantage of cither party.
Both therefore desired sn immediate termination of
the case, if possible, .

I approached Tyeb Seth &nd requested and
advised him to go to arbitration. I recommended
him to sce his counsel. I suggestéd to hink thas if
an arbitrator commanding the confidencé of both
parties could be appointed, the tasé woild be guickly
finished. The lawyers’ foee were 50 rapidly mounting
Ap that thay Wwére enodigh to devont all the resonrces
of the clients, big merchants as they were. The éass
occapied so much of their attention that they had no
time left for any other work. In the mballiti
mutual illwill was steadily increasing. I became

disgusted with the Profession. As lawyers, the
counsel on both sides were bonnd to rake up points
of law in support of their own clients. 1 also for the
first Umo nndersiood that the winning purty never
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- yecovered nll the costa incurred, Under the Court

Fees regilation thore was a fixed scale of costs to be
allowed as between party and party, the actual costs

* a8 between attorney and client being very ]r:nuc:l ‘
felt
~that my duty was to befriend both parties, and
* bring them together. I strained every nerve to bring

higher. This was more than I could bear.

‘about & compromiso, At last Tyeb Seth agreed.
An arbitrator was appointed, the case was argued
before him and Dada Abdulla won,

Bat that did not satisfy me. If my client were
to seck immediate execution of the ward, it would
be impossible for Tyeb Seth to meet the whole of
the awarded amonnt, and there was an unwritten
law among the Porbander Memons living in Souath
‘Africa that death shonld be preforred to bankruptey.
It was impossible for Tyeb Seth to pay down the
whole sum of about £37,000 and costs. He meant
to pay not a pie less than the amount and he did
not want to be declared bankrapt. There was only
one way. Dada Abdulla should allow him to pay

- in moderate instalments. They were equal to the

occasion and granted Tyeb Soth instalmenta spread

* over a very long period. It was more diffieult for

me to secure this concession of payment by instal-
! ments than to get the parties to agree - to' arbitration.
- But both were happy over the resnlt, and both rose
in ‘the public estimation. My joy was houndless.
+ I bad learnt the true practice of law. I had learnt
to find out the better side of human nature and to
- enter men's hearts, I realised that the trune funetion
of & lawyer was to unite parties driven asunder,
+'The lesson was 80 mdehbly baornt into me that a
large part of my time during the twenty years of

* my practice as a lawyer was occupied in bringing

-about privete compromises of hundreds of cases. I
‘logt nothing thereby—not even money, certmnly not
my soul
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