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HE number of children that are being turned
out of echool throngh want of accommodation
is appalling. Durban proper boasts with

three Government Schools and two Government-
aided Schools. Surely the Indian children are en-
titled to receive better education at the hands of the
Provincial Councillors. In our opinion it is useless
relying on the Governmeont to educate our children,
The time has come when those in the commaunity
who are placed in better cirenmstances than their
other fellowmen will bave to open their purses for
the education of our children.

In influential circles the need is being felt for the
establishment of a Boilding Society for Indians,
The necessity need hardly be emphasised—and more
| 80, gince the operation of the varions Publich Health
bodies. Indian homes in the outlying districts of
Darban are being condemned, and to re-build these
money is reqoired. True it is that money is
" obtainable at many offices, but the existence of a
Building Society in our midst will be of great
. assistance to these poor Indians, who would be able
* to obtain money at a cheaper rate of interest. The
prejudice against the Indian is 8o great that the
t existing Boilding Societies refuse to entertain appli-
cations for loans by Indians. This is indeed a
channel where the well-to-do of our people counld
invest their moneys.

General regret will be expressed at the decision of
- the Supreme Court of South Africa (Natal Provin-
cial Division) in refusing the application of Mr.
Babadur Somers for admittance as a Cundidate
Attorney. The decision of the learned judges is
based on the fact that the Natal University College
will not accept Mr. Somers as an internal stndent as
required by the Regulations of the Natal Law
Society. We are not at all surprised at the decision
+and this is another of those glaring instances of
injustice that are continnally being perpetrated on
the Indian community, The Indian’s progress is
restricted in every respect. It wonld be well to test
the validity of the Rules of the Natal Law Society.

In tbe course of his speech from the Throne, the
. Governor-General of South Afriea, Earl Athlone, in
opening the Fourth Session of the Fifth Parliament,

stated that a provisional agreement, in connection

with the Soath African Indian question, had been
arrived at between the. Governments of India and
the Union. This statement was reiterated by the
Premier, General Hertzog, in reply to a question by
General Smuts, the Leader of the Oppositien,

Many poor Indians will saffer heavily by the
judgment delivered by the Appellate Division of
the Supreme of Soath Africa in the case of Union
& Rbodesia Wholesale Ltd, v, Hatton.
remembered that this action was in the natgre of g
Test Case. We understand that an amonnt of
£500,000 is involved. Many poor Indians had beeq

It will pe— Co

dragged in by shrewdest agents to purchase sbares
in the Company, which after having operated for a
few months was liguidated. It is indeed regrettable
that people who had derived nothing from tl}e
Company should be asked to pay up their shares in
full. We learn that the Investors have resolved to
take the matter to the Privy Council,

Great Britain is in the grip of Flu. Last week
the deaths in London and the great towns of England .
and Wales nambered 723, whilst the week before
the number was 470, The Union Health Officers
are making elaborate arrangements to combat the
disease, :

Following close apon the proposal of the Kenya
Government to raise the Asiatic poll-tax from 30 to
30 shillings, comes the Defence Force Bill. This
Bill, while prescribing compulsory military training
for Buropeans, excludes the non-Europeana from the
Force. The racial discrimination involved in the
measure i8 inconsistent with the pledges of equal |
treatment held out to Indians, The Bill has aronsed
opposition both among the European and neon-
European regidents of Kenya, though for different
reasons. The former are opposed to it, becanse it
makes military training compulsory to them, while
the latter are opposed to it because military training
is denied to them. The Enropeans mustered strongly
at Nairobi and protested against the Bill and called
upon the Government to bring in a new Bill on a
volantary basis, and chiefly on acconnt of this oppo-
gition the Bill has been postponed for another session
of the Legislative Council. The defence of Kenya
is a8 much the concern of the Europeans as of the
non-Europeans. While, on the one hand, Govern-
ment is compelling Europeans to undergo military
training, or the other, it excludes non-Earopeans
from this privilege. The only conclusion that is
possible is that non-Europeans are not looked upon
as sons of the soil, but as foreigners. Mr. Sham- .
suddin, speaking in the Couneil, urged that Indians
also shounld be allowed to enlist, but he wastold that
the prineiple of the Defence Force Bill had recsived
the approval of the Secretary of State and that it
would soon become the law of the land. Indians
should put up a vigorous fight against this measnre
and see that their right to participate in the rights
and duties of citizenship is vindicated.

In a communieation addressed to the Indian
Nalional Congress, Mr. C. Singh, President, Young
Men’s Association, Fiji, depicts the miserable plight
of Indians gettled there. The 65,000 Indians in
Fifi, he says, are regarded as hewers of wood and
drawers of water, owing to the faet that they were
introduced into the colony as coolies wnder the
loathsome system of indenture, which accounts for
the general impression there that India is a “Coolie
antry.” Physically, according to him, @ out of
every 10 Indians are unable to defend their poor
lives, let alone punishing the offenders. As for
secalar education, the 10,000 Indian children of
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achool-going age have only one Anglinrdq Primary
Schoo] gqrablished by the Government in an out of
the wa; lace and the’ average atlendance at ﬂl‘ls
School’ below 49 olitically, Indians 'are
nobpﬂl-es. They pay dm!cfy ang indirecf taxes which
amount to more than that of any othep community
in Fiji and yet they have not a smgie member of
their community in the Legislative or Municipal
Councils, not evén a nominated member. Mr. Slpj,}lcli
appeals to the Indian National Congress to sen
them a couple of patnots who can unite all the
scattered elements in the coleny and rmse them
from their miserable moral, social and’ phys:cal con-
ditions. We hope the appeal will not go in vain.

MR. COX AGAIN

T is barely a moath since Mr. Cox was in the

hmqhgl;t That was the occasion when he

. convened an Anti-Asiatic meeting at the
Maritzburg I'own Hall on the eve of the convention
of the Round Table Conference ‘That meetmg
wan held in defiance to the request of the Mlms{:er
of the Interior, to maintain a calm atmosphere
pendu; the. resplt of the Lonference. Now we
avelﬁ Cox again in the limelight. On this
occasion he is secking Provineial Council honours,
Apparently his only plant in uis"platfnrm is the
Indiap gquestion. For the major portion of his
speech was devoted to the Indian question. A
sorry phght mdeed for Mr. Cox. But then Mr.
Cox can never h0pe to he in the limelight if he
does not toych op the Indian question, We pity
him.

Mr. Cox is glad that the Provincial Coyneil has
been able toTestrict the progress of the Indians.
He beliéves that the Natal Municipalities and
Townsblps, will, with the weapon they have in the
Boroughs Consolidated Ordinance, be able, in
-enurse of tlme. to ehrpmate the Iudmn Mumclpal
vote. Presumably he is glad since he had a big
ghare i in the passage of this leglslatlon, forgettmg
for the moment that the Ordinance is a piece of
grossest m]nstlce Perpt}tratled on a vote]esq com-
munity. T},le injusfice will certainly recnil on the
heads of those who have been the sponsors of this
legislation. If Mr. Cox’s ery is for the maintenance
of a white standard in South Airlqza, thexg. 1-0w the
ehmmatmn Qf the Ind;an M‘l.lIllClpal vote will help
him i .IS beyond our comprehension.

But that is not all. Mr. Cox makes the glaring
assertion that “Orientals have methnds of eva.dmg
sanitary bye—luws which are exceedmgly difficalt
to combat ” Lt is pretty easier to make wild
statgn;epts but it is exceedingly difficult to verify
such statemen:s. Mr. Cox would have done us a
duty if he had expounded those methods. How
can one eva@e a bye-law, an Ordinance, or a
Stat.utmy Act. We have the officars to enforce
these. And if there is an evasion, there isa pena]ty
for such evasion. This is of course ome ol Mr
Cox’s effiirsions.

We are told by Mr. Cox that sume of the state-
ment,amade by the Government of India De'ega-
tion are viewed with grave misgivings by the
Europeans. Mr, Cox has made g grave statement,
And h{has mnde t]mt. statement after the Deleg&-
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tion’s back had been turned. And we say it ig not
q:gmfvmg fnr a Provincial Councillor to make
such a statement well knowmg that the Delega-
tion canuot. defend it. The Deleganon has made
no statement as to warrant the Europeans to
view it with grave misgivings. The Round Table
Conference was convened for the purpose of
arriving at a settlement of the Indian problem
—a settloment that would be satisfactory to all
parhes congerper.
by the Delegation was that a perfect understanding
had been arrived at between the twn Governments,

Can this simple statement be so alarming as to

call for a grave “Statement” by Mr. Cox ?
Whilst all gensible men are éndeq.vouring to find
a lasting solut:on, it is indeed regrettable that
Mr Cox, just to gain a little notriety, should ruke
up old sores as it were. We dv not think his
speech on the Indian queqhnn will he]p him in Ius
alectloneergug campajgn, nor will i udd to his
prestigeé.
We would for the benefit of Mr. Cox repeat what
Robt. Burns of immortal fame said : .
“0 would that the gifte g-wo us 10 see
ourselves as others see us.
(Written by Ponaoosany Ruthnam Pather to
express the views of the INpiay Orixiow.

BOPES AND ASPIRATIONS
“ From the lqwest depths. there is a puth to
the loftiest heights.” —* Carlyle.”

UR hopes are great as to the result of the
Round Table Conference We have suf-
fered sufficiently long as to entertain hopes

of 2 Jasting peace.
with that spirit of toleration that is inherent in
the Indian. It is therefore natmal that our hopes
for the future should be great. We have been
advised that a yerfect understanding has been
reachetl between the Indian and the Union Govern-
ments. We shall hope that, that understanding
shall tepd to bring sbout better frelings than had
hitherto exisied between the Europmn and Indian
communities.

Whilst we entertam hopes for the future, we
shall at the same time aspire to be good citizens
of Squt.h Adrica.

We have no desire to touch nn the duties
devolving upon a citizen, but one or two matters
require cur attention—nay our serious con.
sideration.

Indians resident in South Africa must decide to
make either South Afncu. or India t,hen' home.
This pcm,t was Brought. homse to our countrymen
by the Government.'of India ]Je]egatxon The
present system of hmrllng one home in Indig, unt}l
another in -.outh Africa pust not be encouraged.
1f it is cur desiro to be treated fairly by the rulers
of this couniry then it js highly necessury for the
members of the Indjon commnunity to fit themselves
to be good South Africans. That is only possible
when South Africa is made their home. A visit
to India by every Indiap in Sonth Africa is to be
encouraged by all means, lbut. the idea of Liaving

And the orly statement made -

We have faced our difficulties-

|
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homes in India shonld be discouraged to the
fullest extent. This step would undounbtedly seem
serious to some, hut we are sure that it would
commend to those who have the general good of
the community at heart.

Education will have to receive our serious
thought. Hitherto the educati » of our children
had been neglected. Only a small percentage of
the children of rehool going age receive education.
given these children do not receive that ‘standard
of education as wonld make them good South
Africans. _

Many of the elementary rchoolz in Natal are
officered! by Teachers' who have received scant
education. We do not desire to place the blame
on the Teachers Ttis the system that we desire
to attack. There i an immediate necessity for a
Trajning College for’ Teachers. The mouldmg
of the younger generstion is entrusted to’ the
Teachers, and unless the latter are " properly
trained, the future of the clnldren will not be very
hopeful.

Ta improve the education of our children, it is
imperative that the present system. of education
should be altered. More elementary schools will
have to be established to accommodate the thou-
sands of children nf the school-going age These
schools must be officered by efficient Teachers-
Our foremost dutv for the present is to educate
our children, and we feel tha. our last appeal to
our richmen wtll have recelved their serious

- considerations.

We have dealt with two of the salient poiots
that with have to be considered in fitting ourselves
to be good citizens of South Africa, and we com-
mend these to the notice of our readers. U

\
Mr. @@toﬁa
Ky T £33

Opn Janunary 31st, early in the morn.mg, _F.
Andrews reached Pretoria in order at once to deal
with some casce where deportation from South
Africa had been ordered on that very day.

After secing Mr. Harmhome for a very long inter-
view in the morning and Mr. Venn, of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, in the aftemoon. Mr Andrews
was able to. intercede for certain persons who had.
orders to be deported. There is8 2 good hope that
one case, at least, may be cancelled; but it is not yet

quite settled. The interviews, which Mr. Androws

had with the Government officials, were very im-
portant, and it is expected that great good will come
from them for the Indian commhn'it'y in, the Trans-

When in Qapetown. after the Habibuliah Delegs-
tion had left, Mr. Andrews was able to seé the
leading Cabinet Ministers who bad dealt with the
Indian Question at the Round Table Conference,
incloding the Chmrman, Dr. Malan. He' 'found
-that they had been’ very deeply impressed by the
personality of the Rt. Hon, V. 8. Sastri, P.C., and

that bis infirence had been the greatest of all in the
Conference itself, Sll‘ AMuhammad Habiballah, as
leader, had made bim'the chief speaker on lmportant

occasions.
Mr. Andrewsalso saw General Hertzog, the preﬂent

Prime Minister, and General Smuts, the late: Prime
Mmister ‘He was very gréatly struck 'by''the “wel-
come ¢change of atmosphere, which h.ad taken' place,
and with the nmveraal good-will expreeaed towairda
India by everyone concerned. The visit "of the,
South African Deputation to India, and the return.
vigit of the Indian Deputation to'Sonth' Africa, have
both done mnch' to actomplish this happy” chabge’
for the better. "It now rediains for all “those who
love India'to consolidate the good-will that has beem
established.

In the evening, Mr. C. F. Andrews addressed 8
meeting in the Pretoria Indian location! and & second
crowded gathering in ‘thé Library. "Prinslod Shaet‘.
Pretoria, where all the Indlan merchanfa of the 'eil'¥
were present. He lookegl very tired at the end of g
long day, but spoke at some length, leaving the.
meeting at 10 p.m. and staying the night' at Mr.
Vyas's house close by. = "+ = =¥ I

The Chairman, Tar Muhammad Pu- Muhammad,
in introduncing” Mr. Andrews. and. garlandmg 'hiu':.,
spoke ot the way in whlch ‘he’ had come back fg.:
South Africa, time after time; in onler to take np-
the Indian canse. He thanked him on behalf of all -
the united communities of Yodiansin Sounth “fﬁ'ica'.

Mr. Andrewh laid the greatest stres of ‘4l off ‘the.
need for & schoo] 1n. the city of Pretoria Tor Todian, |
children. It shonld be plaoed on a non-sect,azmn
Gujerati vernacular basw- bt English and if possible, -
Afrikaans, should also be taught." Only by shdwing
self-help would the Indian oommtimt “be'"able fo'
receive’ substantial hélg’ from the' Union' Gowem-
ment. Mr. Andréws emphasised the fack that the.
Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, in his Darban Town- Hall.
speech, had put this sibject of imprévement  of Tn-
dian Eduncation above all others A

,Mr Andrews concladed by saymg tbat ke had .
#*—good Hopé that e ‘wonld be able b geﬁ expert. Eu,m-
pean voiuntary assistance. on commlttpe ‘i qxd m;
surmounting the initial difficulties about getting: the -
school started. SR AL

The meetlng was very enthnmastxc and there
seems 1o do doubt that Mr.’ And‘rewé’ proposai ’wnll
be taken in ha.nd and that’ ghere will ‘8o0R," he. 30,
Indian School in Pretoria City, whem 1h m. 80 verx
badly needed.

On the morning of Tuesday, Feb. 1st, Mr. Andrews
went down for a- seoond time to ﬂle Incatlon *swhars |
he was entertamed (H'e went over §ﬁe area whmh
has been set apa.rl; by the Mumclpahty f.,or a Foot.ball.
Ground and urged them to get ont w:lbh the fencing
of the gronnd as soon a8 possible.  He pointed ‘oré
the great valué of having: B an opeti gpace’ 4’ “tHe.
middle ‘of “the’ Iocatlon. achng ad &, :Iung to give
plenty of fresh. air instead of cmwd.mg the loesmon.
with shops and houses,

Later on in the morning Mr. Andrews paid some -
further visits in the city among the Europeans™ o
behalf of thé - Indiar community’ ‘and ‘rébifned ‘to,
Johinnesburg at the end of 'the seéond day of his
visit. His stay in Johannesburg willibe.reported m
the next week’s issne of INDEAN OPINION.
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41st Indian National Congress

Gauhati Session

The Congress met at Pandavanagar at 2 p.m. on
the 26th December 1926 in the Kbadi Pandal which
was tastefully decorated. Photoes of patriots and
mottoes and sayings of great Indian herces lent a
gravity to the proceedings. There were geated on
the platform all prominent Swarajist leaders, The
absence of Messrs. Laln Lajpat Rai, Jayakar and
N. . Kelkar was marked and it proved topic for
the discussion.

The proceedings commenced with the National
Anthem sung by Vishnu Digambar, all standing.

Mr. T. R. POOKHAN'S SPEECH

Mr. Tarum Ram Pookhan, Chairman of Reception
Committee, began at 2-30 p.m. to deliver his wel.
come speech, After deploring the losa of leaders
like Mr. C. R. Das, Swami Shraddhanand and others,
he extended a hearty welcome to the delegates. In
deecribing the beauty of his country, he gaid that it
was not without reason that reference was made in
the “Joginitantra” of Kamrup as the place where the
gods even desired to die not to speak of huomsn
beings.

.The place where we have assembled to-day, is
gacred with thousand memories of India's past
glories, memories of culture, of heroic deeds, of
scientific achievements, of great happenings cherished
in tradition and chronicled in history. The yonder
hillock on the Brahmaputra enshrines a temple of
8hiva, known as Pandu-Nath which was founded by
the Pandavas during their exeile. There is the
Nilachala (the blue mountain) wherein stands the
famous temple of Kamakshi Devi. For centnries
Eamakehi in Kamarapa has been the meeting place
. of devout pilgrims from all parts of India.

After giving a brief history of modern times, he
tarned to its place in regard to religious activities
when he said : However poor our condition under
the British raj may be to-day, we are inheritora of a
very ancient Hindu culture and I am proud to say
that if there is any place, where catholic and pro-
gressive Hindu religion is a living force, that place
is Assam. In daye of yore, the non-Aryan cultnre
bad to yield to Hindu cunlture is evidenced by the
acceptance of overlordship by Asur Kings of the
Aryan Monsarchs of Delbi. During medimval days,
Hindn orthodoxy of a rather sordid character seemed
to dominate the religious beliefs of the Assamese,
- But the preaching of two of the greatest rsligions

reformers of that age—Shankara and Madhava, and
their Brahmanical contemporary Damodar ushered

into Assam an era of religions renaissance, the like
of which can be compared only with the contem-
porary Vaishanava movement of India or the Pro-
testant movement of Earope. These great teachers
puffered privation at the hands of the powers that
were and practised Satyagrabha against the Brahma-
nical “hierarchy” of Assam backed as they were by
the powerful sapport of the Assamese monarch,
But the truth eame ont trinmphant in the end and
these two mighty spirits have left for Assam such a
catholic faith of love, amity and brotherhood that
withont adopting the process of conversion by
missions, hundreds of onr animistic brothers are
being Hinduised and are being brought within the
folds of Hindu society. It is for the preachings of
these great spirits also that the evils of untounch-
ability do not appear to be 80 acute ag they they do
in other places of India. Mighty 28 they appear aa
religious teachers, no lees great were they in the
realm of letters.
. After referrmgto the progress of Khaddar and

the effects of opium, he turned to the factions in the
‘Congreas, and said :

I deeply regret to have to note the difference that
is pubsisting in the Congress camp to-day. How can

I help deploring the oceasion of personaliiies like
Mesara. Jayakar and Kelkar, Dr. Moonje and Mr,
Aney, of Lalaji and Malaviyaji from the majority
party of the Congress ?

In snch a critical state of the country I may be
pardoned if I take the liberty of striking a personal
note and appeal to Mahatma Gandhi once again to
give us the lead.

He concluded his brilliant address with an appeal
for unity.

MR, PHOOKAN'S APPEAL TO MAHATMAJ{

A very significant feature was noticed when Mr.
Phookan in his address before the Congress to-dag,
struck a personal note and appealed to Mahatma
Gandhi once agaln to give the country the lead,
There wers cries of “hear, hear” on this appeal.
Mahatma (Gandhi was heard to reply “[ don’ { bear”
and at the sams time he nodded negatively,

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Mr, Shrinivas Iyengar was garlanded by a girl
and received ovation as he came to the rostrum.

There were criea of “Hindi Hindi® when Mr.
Shrinivas Iyengar began his speech in Euglish. Mr.
Iyencar regretted he could not speak in Hindi for
this fault lay with those who had elected him.
(Laughter).

NATIONAL DEMAND

After introdactory remarks the president said that
the foremost of their duties in the coming year was
to mobiliee all forces on the issue of a Nulional de-
mand. Ha then traced the history of this National
demand, in 1924 and 1923, its rejection by the Gov-
ernment and the failare of the Government to get
the Assembly’s sanetion to the report of the Reforms
Enquiry Committee. Coming to the Cawnpore pro-
gramme and the general elections, he described
Swarajist success as remarkable, as a sign of change
of political centre of gravity to the Congress, and ns
an endorrement of the National demand and the
walk-out policy. With regard to working dyarchy,
the president advised to kowsp the door open for a
just and honourable settlement but at tho sume time
he warned his countrymeon not to be ton ophmlahc

“The least that we must insiat upon,” he eaid, “is a
businesslike statement in pnblie, precise and con-
crete, and satisfactory in content and tono by the
Government in India or in-England.” The presi-
dent then demonstrated at length the unworkuble
and unsatisfactory natare of dyarchy in Provineial
Government and irresponsibility of the Central
Government. He concluded his survey of the Re.
form constitution by saying that it would be a
tragedy if they still sought to discover, in the statu-
tory hypocrisy of the Reforms, the germs of Self-
government.

Side by side with the abolition of dyarchy and
introdnction of responsibility in the-Central legis-
latare, the president dwelt nupon the necessity of ve-
pealing repressiva laws, giving India effective
equality of status in the Empire and full control
over the civil service, the army and the navy.

THR QUESTION OF OFFICH

Coming to the gnestion of acceptance of olfice the
president observed ;

Controversy has raged ronnd the gqnestion of non-
acceptance of office; but it shouldl be easy to come
to a decision npon it, if we kept in view the spirit.
and objective of our fight agsinst the bureaacracy,
In no provineo is the Congress party in the Conneil
in an absolute majority so as to he able to take oflice
and dictate term= to the head of the Government and
the reserved half, 'To form a Ministry, it will have
to coalesce with other groups and to lower its flug
and to lose its distinctive character, And any such
Ministry if formed, can bold office only on sofler-
ance and with the support of the Government and -
its nominated and official gronp of votes, On the"
one hand, it will be indistingnishable in achievement -
or rather the lack of it, from a Ministry formed by
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any non-Congress gronp of members. If, on the
other hand, it attempts to maintain its spirit and
carry out its purpose it must either resign instantly
or acquiesce ignominiously in its failare. Again,
a strong Minister can only attempt to improve some
of the details of administration but can neither help
to change the system of goverament nor can effect
even matreial improvements in administration. By
improving a detail here and a detail there of ad-
ministration, he would rather help to perpetnate the
existing system of government by casting his re-
flected benevolence on the bureancracy. In reality,
no one who has closely followed the achievements
of Ministers in the several provinces, can seriously
believs that any Ministry can, withont a system of
proper self-government, get good government for
the coantry. .

We shounld also clearly realise that the power of an
opposition. though indirect, is very real and much
more effective than the power of Ministers and that
if we are disciplined and energetic and in sufficient
nnmbers in any Couneil we can carry out our policy
and programme more easily than the Ministers.

The refusal to accept office till a satisfactory res-
ponse is made, constitutes an amount of political
pressure that is necessary and senfficient to induoce
the Government to come to a settlement. By accept-
ing office, the Congress is bound to become an un-
consciouns ally of the bureancracy. And, if the most
advanced party in the conntry takes office, where
will be the determined and diseiplined opposition in
each Council to fight aminst Dyarchy or for
Swarajva? Neither the Ministers nor their party
can openely speak and vote against the administra-
tion of reserved snbjects, Again, neither the refusal
‘of the Government to release political prisoners and

‘internees nor the rejection of our reasnnable demand
nor thas of oar offer of hononrable co-operation can
be forgotten when we are asked to take office, not as

. part of a settlement, but as a token of our uncondi-
tional surrender. Our self-respect prohibits ns from
retracing onrfsteps when, instead of -defeat, victory
beckons os to march ahead.-

It is maid that if we cannot organise forthwith
civil disobedience there i8 no other honest alterna-
tive than to own ourselves beaten and accept office.
Neither horn of the dilemma exists save in one’s
imagination. The policy we are pursuing is
thoroughly logical and practical aund, if persisted in
for a while longer, will be crowned with snccess.
After the severest denunciations of the Reforms Aect
on a thousand platforms and the most cogent
demonstration of the futility bf taking office, it were
an anti-climax to think of Ministries now. I am
certain that the Government wants Congressmen to
become Ministers only on the terms of “‘sober and
whole-hearted co-operation’, with the reserved half
and the bureancracy. I am sure, we are all con-
vinced that without a fair measure of self-denial we
shall never be able to achieve anything, and that a
policy of continuous opposition and resistance to the
bureaucracy is required to give tone to our organi-
gation and life and vigour to our' movement. Lastly,
let us not forget that the policy of non-aceeptanes of
office is neither nnconditional nor for all time, On
the other hand, its relaxation or modification depends
upon the attitade of the Government and its willing-
ness L) agres to conditions more or less similar to
those that were adumbrated by Deshbandha Das at
Faridpaur. .

Objection is raised to the continunance of oar
present policy in the Conncils on the ground that it
has been tried for the past three years and that we
are not yet in sight of the realisation of our hopes.
The charge of barrenness is falsified by the party’s
eplendid record of achievement in the Jast Assembly
and in the Councils, and by the results of the

perd] lections as & whole; @hall we
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the Councils and in the conntry that we entered the
former and that we succeeded in making their
atmosphere invigorating and markedly differing
from what it was before ? We have not yet fully
acquired the habit of resistance. And the power of
resistance muost be indeBnitely increased till it fulfils
itself, Again, this time, the work in the country
must be ounr first care; it will then easily gather
such volame and intensity as to sweep everything
before it.

The Cawnpore session of the Congress marked a
tarning point in the history of the Congress and of
the country. By making the programme and policy
of the Swarajya Party its own and by absorbing
that party, the Congress gave a new orientation to
our political activities. . It resolved upon the
nationalisation of the legisiatures established by
Government by bringing them under its own control.
This change of attitude on the part of the Congress
towards legislatures has been fiercely attacked from
more than one quarter. It has been denounnced as a
congtitntional heresy to claim for the Congress a
control over the legislatures. The justification of
the claim is, however, obvious. Experience during
the period of the Non-co-operation movement had
shown that the Councils functioned as anti-national
institntions and thwarted the attempts of the Con-
gresa to obtain Swaraj. It was, therefore, necessary
to ensure that the political institations established
by the nation and the political institations established.
by the Government should fanction a8 2 single organ
and speak with one voice,” . .

‘With regard to the enforcement of the Natiomal
demand, the president observed that when the
electorate, the legislatures and the Congress act as a
single organisation sanctions for the enforcement of
demands would spring into existence of themselvea.
The president then urged the necessity of organising
the country in respect of the many serious griev.. '
ances of the people, the capture of local bodies with
a view to their weform and bringing them under
national control. The president then tarned to the
constrezetive programme including Khaddar, prohi-.
bition, removal of untouchability, labour organisa-
tion. He condemned the currency policy of the
Government land welecomed the formation of the
Currency Leagune. But he eaid that the Leagne
would achieve nothing either by debate in the
Assembly or by protest outside unless it comes in &'
line with the Congress and unless its members
harness themselves to the dynamie politica of the
Congress. Turning to the problem of Native States, -
he demonstrated the necessity of bringing them in -
a line with British India in the matter of self-
government and giving State subjects representation .
in the Assembly. As for the Indians abroad, the
president remarked that they could help them only
by winning Swaraj, in the meanwhile the foreign
department of the Congress should be opened
according to the Cawnpore resolution. He also
suggested'the holding of Congress session once in
South Africa. He asked- his countrymen to begin
to consider serionsly the problem of Asiatic Fodera-
tion, '

, COMMUNALISM

He deprecated the recent outbursts of communal
passions. The last elections according to him had
given their verdict against communalism and that
sincere propaganda exposing the fallacies of com- |
munalism would drive it to the wall. “There shonld
be,” he said, “a fundamental law of Swaraj to guard
against the making of laws by any legislature in
India that may affect liberty of conscience, freedom
of ;eligious observance and association, the right to
re.uhgions education and at the option of the commnu-

mity concerned, and the right to personal laws, That

mt;;l: abnse? e;pre?fioltz c.um:ummza.l_i 1iepreaéntation {s
Jmisnomer] for nll the communities udre; .
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cular golations of them.” The president then con-

cluded by & fervent appea'l for religious and iaohh- ‘

cal anity amongst Hindns and Moslrms and amongst
peimoai parties in the Qongress and outgide.

Mahatma Gandhl then proposed thae, first resolu-
ﬁon in uonnecbxon with the death’ of Swami Shrad-
dhanandjl. Spesking in Hindi, he asked ,the
audience to read the acconnt of his relauonshm
with Swamifi which he would write to Young India,
. He veé2rd the Qoran as respectfully as the Gita but he
had found nothing that sanctioned murder of the
kmd perpetrated Bat Abdul Rashid was not the
finfer. The sinhers were the leaders of both Hindn
and Muslim opinion and a few papers jn Indid had
become a walking plagne. Ha bad, heep told that
many Muslim newspapers never wrote on the sub-
ject without throwing mud on Swam;jl, Pandit
Malaviya, snd Lala Lajpat Rai. Why was it so ? He
Jmew that none of these was the enemy of Islam.
Similarly there were a kind of ghéet thaf hever
wrote without throwing mupd on Sir Abdur Rahim.
or Mian Fazil Hussain and other Mualims. What
harm was there if Sir Abdor Réhipn was doing his
best to better the poamnn of Muslims ? Why should
thew consider him their enemy ?

| Gandhifi fervently appealed that all shoqu take
the desson hy his death as he Berveql hib conntry
while he was alive. “Let ue then cleanse our hearﬁ
and: wash it with the mnocent blood of Swamiji.”

L Mr. Mahomed Ali in seeondmg the reqnfnl'.ton,
ohmom'lsed it as the height of treachery, dastardli-
nors and .cawardice,
~ Proceeding, the Maulana maid, “Whilst I ﬂ}ns
whole-heartedly nesociate myeelf with the cnndemna-
tion of the atrociouna deed I would hot he true to my
faith and therefore to the nation if I did nnt sy
that the same valua wonld not be pat by the

usanl-
mans as by the Hindas upon every r‘)art £, Wiiiiil
Shraddhsnand’s Hte-work. He certainly felt fhost

keenly his .position as one lwmg in_an nanfreo
country; He bad dedicated his greaf &ifts aad
thongh hers too differences of opinjon no, doubt
" exist with regard to some of the methodsd ado:iteﬂ
by him there can be no doubt that he worked with
unmistakable intensity and missionary zeal in the
" camee of his faith s he andevstood it.
.Pandit Motilal Nehrvt and Pandit Malaviga sui-
ported.the resolutiod which was passed, all atandmk
.Another. resolution mourning the death of
Omar Sobhani ~was sumlurly frassed., N
. Mahatmaji then moved the resolution regardmﬁ
the South African situation. He prayed for snccess
of the Round Table Conference and asked all ib

pray to. God:.to shower ‘His blessinks on_ all thoge -

engaged in the discuassion. Mr. Abdul Kalam Azad
saconded “the resolution -which was . nnanigously
) pa.saed. The Congress rofe at 7 p.m. for the day.

T T AR IS T3

..
7 Congress Resolutions
Swuﬂ SHRA‘BDHANANDJI

Ay e I
3 5 That thls éongress exbresgea its hprror apd
iddigna hon a.{'. tho cowardl;{ and treagherous. murder
of Swa addanand, p.lacm; on...record - ita
gense of he irre oratle loss the nation has snataingil
by the tragic death of a hl‘ﬁ,‘]ﬂ pd moble patriot who
dodjcated his Jife and h 8 great gifty Lo, the servica of
the’ natioh, and espoused with. fearlessnesy and des
votipn, the éause of the lowly, the fallen and the
wiak, L7
UHIAR {Sonﬁm [l’.p ar | v s F flr o e T
(2) hat i&aﬂongreqa places on.rerord ita-deep
re eE Ak thé nntimely, deathiof. Mr.' Umar Sobhant
o had rendared. gignal Bervices to the Congress
aq thpcounu-y during the daya .of the Non-co-
opgration, mevement....
SowrAa APRICAN INDIANS

. 3) Thia Ooiiftess weltomes the Roand Tabla Con:
_k‘&mnue pow mting in Mouth .Mrim, to delibesatd

HES
-

upon the best method of dealing with the qneation
of the statns of Indizn settlers in that snb-continent,
and prays for divine blessing and guidance npon ils
deliberations.. This Congress once more. tendera ita
thanks to that good Englishman, Mr. C. F. Andrnwa,
who has been chiefly instromental in preparing, in
South Africa, a calm atmosphers anitable for the
holding of the Conference. This Cangress authorisea
the President to cable the text of, the resnlution to
Geoueral Hertzog, Sir Habiballah and Mr. C. F.
Andrews,

KENYA Ponn-mx

(4) In the opinion ) of the Cougress, the progressive-
1y rnstrlchve legisiation againet the Indian setilera
of Keonya as induced by the latest action of the
EKeuya Government, in increasing the original poll-
tax of 20 shillings which by currency man'puiation
was raised to 30 shillings and which has now been
raiged .t 50 shillings by legislation, is calenlaled, to
demnqstrate afresh that British imperialiym mogins
the, conservahon of Eurnpean interests, at the coat of
Tadian mbereats. liberty and aspirations.

S\YARAJHST COUNCIL-PROGRAMME

.+(8) That Congresstaen shall {(a) refuse to accept
Ministries or other offices in the gift of the Govern-
ment and oppose the formation of a Ministry by
other parties until in the opinion of the Congress_or
the All-India Congress Commities a satisfuctory res-
ponse is made by the Government to the national
damand, subject to Clause D, refuse sapplies and
throw ont budgets until such response is wmade by
the Government or unless otherwise directed by the
All-Tndia Congress Committeé throw ont all bro-
pnsals for legislative enactments by whlch t.he
hureancricy proposes to consolidate its powers;
(b) move vesolutions and introduce and support
measares and bills which are nocessary for the
healthy growth of mt.mnal lite and the advance-
ment of the economie, agricultural, industrial and -
cnmmercial interrats of the eountry nnl for the pro--
tention of the freadom of person, gpeech, associntion
and of the press and the conseqaent displacement of
the bureaneracy; (e) take steps to improve the cnm
dition of ageicultural tenants by intenducing and
supporting measares to secure fixity of tenure und
other advantages with a.view to ensare a speedy
amelioration of the condition of the tenants; (d)
generally protect the richta of laboar, agncnltura.l
and industrial, and adjust on an equitable basis, the
relations between lind-lords and tenauts, eapitzlists
and workmea.

et AP
CONSTRUCTIVE WORK

+(6) The Qoangress alopts-the following programme
of work in the couatry. The work in the ecrantry
shall be directed to the edneation of thn people in
their political rights, and training them to hequire
the. necessary virength and power of resistance to
win thnse vights by carrying ont the unnstructivﬂ
prowrammae of thn Congress, . with thn apeciyl
roferance to popnlur:smg the spinning whwel nnl
khaddar, promoting intercommunal unity, and the
removaliof .untoachability, ameliorating the comdi-
tion of thm suppressed ¢'asses and the romoval of the
drink anil deng evili .. The programme shall include
tha captnre-of the local bodied, the organisation of
villages, 1 the promotion” of -ednéation on’ dutional
linua, the orzanisation of:labounr, both-industrial dod
ngricaltural, the a ljnstment of relaticas betwedd the
emvloyers wned! workmen and ‘between Jund:lords
and tensuta, and. tirte goneral wivancemdnt of nation-
il evonoinic, industrial and commercial interesta of
the gountry.

PROPAGANDA ABROAD o S
(7)- (a) Work ouside the couutry ﬁhall be dlrecbad

to. the dissemination: of accurate ;information- i
Kareign aoantrian with » view to intarnet lhnrn i



February 4th, 1927

INDIAN wFPiNION

India’s freedom, (b) This Congress appoints Pandit
Jawaharial Nehrn as its representative to the Con-
gresa of Oppressed Nationalities which will be held
in Brussels on Januoary next.

BExGAL DETENUES _

(%) This Congress is emphatically of opinion that
Government had no justification whatsover, for the
application of an emergency legislation like Regula-
tion 111 of 1818, whick bas been the subject re-
peatedly of condemnation by the Congress and other
public bodies, and the Bengai Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act of 1225, which was passed into law as the
result of an arbitrary exercisp of antocratic power
against the expressed wishes of the elected members
of the legislatnres, under which a large namber of
peaceful public workers of Bengal were arrested and
imprisnned withont the formulation of definite
charges and withont an open trial, and still remain
without any knowledge of the charges against them
and any trial. This Congress strongly condemns
their continaed incarceration and deportation ont-
side Bengal, notwithstandine the clearly. expressed
opinion of the elected members ¢f the legislatures
and the country.

The Story o’fJM)y EXperiments
With Truth

(Br M. E. GaNDHI }
Part IIL
Chaptef X11I
Tag FIGHT FOR THE INDIAN CAUSE

Before wri"uing farther abont Christial cohtﬁé}é.

1 must record other experiences of the same perind.
Seth Tyeb Haji Khan Mahomed had in Pretoria
the rame position as was enjoyed by Dada Abdulla
in Natal. There was no public movement that
eould be . conducted without, him. I, made his
acqnaintance the very first week, and told him bf
my intentign to get in toveh with every Indian in
Pretoria. T expressed 4 desire to stundy the condi-
tions of Indians there and asked for his help in my
work, which he gladly apreed to give, A
My first step was to call 8 meeting of all the In-
dians in Pretoria and to present to them a picture of
. their condition in the Transvaal. The meeting was
held at the house of Seth Huji Mahomed Haji Joosub
to whom 1 kad a letter of introductioni. It was
principally attended by Momon merchants thoogh
there was a sprinkling of Hindus as well. The
Hindu population in Pretoria wis, as a rhatter of

fact, very Fmall. . | . | . ) b,
My epei ch at this meeting may be said to have
been the first public speech in mny life, I went faiily
prepared with my subject which was about observe
ing trutbfulness in bunsiness. I had always beard
the merchantd say tbat truth was not possible in
buosiness. .I did not believe-it then, .nor da I now.
Even to-day there are merchant-friends who con-
tend that truth is inconsistent with bueiness. Buai-
nees, they gay, is a very practical affair, and troth a
matter of religion; and argne that practical affairs
are one thing while religion is quite another. --Pars
truth, they bold, is out of the question in business,
one can speak it only so far 28 is suitable, 1

strongly contested the position in my speech and:

nwakened the merchants 10 a sense .of their duty
which was two-fold. Their responsibility Lo be
‘truthfal wus all the'gredter in.a foreign land becinge
the conductof a few Indians was the measure of
that of the millions of their fellow-countrymen; v

i bud feund vor ptoplels habite to be inmatiitarf
w4 gnmparsd with theas pf the Englishmen peonng

- . 2 A tj 4 0
them and drew their atiention fo,ﬂh | la.;t‘,i strees on
the necessity of forgetting all distinctions such.as
Hindns, Massalmans, Parsis, Christians, Gujaratis,
Madrasis, Panjabis, Sindhis, Catchees, Sartees and

- 80 on.

1 mggested, in conclosion, the formation of an
assnciation to make representations to the authorities
concerned, in respect of the hardships of the Indian
gettlers, and offered to place at its disposal as much
of wy time and service as was possible,

I saw that I made a considerable impression on
the meeting.

TEACHES 'ENGLH-}H L

My speech was followed by discussion. Some
offered to supply me with facts. I felt enconrafed.
I saw that very few amongst my andience kmew
English. As 1 felt that knowledge of English would
be useful in that land, I advised those who had
leisnre to learn English.. I told them ,that it was
posaible to learn 4 langtage even At n advanced age
and cited cases of people who had done so. I under-
took, besides, to teach a class, if one was gtarted, D
to instract persenally individuals degf'lshgm i‘nm
the language, ) . ‘
. The class was not,started but tliree, yonng men
expressed their readiness to learn, at their con-
venierice, and on condition that I went to their placés
to teach them. Of these, two. were Mussalmans,«-
oue of them a barber and the other a clerk—and the
third waé a Hindu, 4 petty shop-keéper. 1 agresd
ta guit them all,. I had no Emsglvmg regarding : my
eapacity to teach. My pupile might become tired,
but not 1. Sometimes it happened that I would go
to their, places anly to find them engaged in. their
business. Bat I did not lose patience. - None of the
three desired a deep study of Englisk, but two may
be said to have made fairly £ood ;progress in about
eight months. Two learnt enongh to keep accounts
and write ordinary business letters. The bitbery
ambition was confined to- acquiring just enoagh
English for dealing, wit&1 his cnstomers. . A3 a result -
of their studies two of the pupils were equipped for
making a fair income. -, . .« L Cra b

I was satisfied with the regult of the meeting., It
was decided to Hold snch meetings; as far ss'1 ro-
member, oncs 8, week, or may be; onca.a menth,

These were held more or less regnlarly and on these
occasions tlhiere was a free exchinge of ideas: The
result was that there was now in Pretoria no, Indjan
I, did not know or whose condition I was not
acqnainted with. . This prodiptzd me in tatn to
make the acqnaintance of the British: Agent in . Pre;
toria, Mr. Jacobus de Wet. He had sympathy for
the Indians, bt he had very little ihfluence. - Hotw!
ever he agreedl to help, ns as best as he coyld and
invited me to meet him whenever 1 so desired.

I now communicated with the r:ilway authdfitied
a;:d tg]d ]ghlem that even under their own regulations
the. disabilities about  travelling wnder, .which the
fndians labodred corld ndt ’i‘:é _j?;?tiﬁgd. "1 got a
letter in.reply to the.effoct that first and sdcond elasy
tickets would be hooked for Indians who were pro:
perly dressed. This was far from giving adequate
relief, as-it rested with.the stationmaster to decide
as to who was ‘properly dressed. ..., . F e o
. THo'British Agent showed mé dome papars” dial-
ing wvith Indian affaire. « Tyeb Seth- had- alio given
me pimilar papers,,. I learnt from them how gruelly
the Indians were hounded out from the Orangs Fied
State.. . - Tt b g poaes v

In short, my stay in Pretoria enabled me tp.-make .
a deep dtudy of the sdciil, ecchomic and politidal
condition of the Indians in the Tranavasi. andc dHe.
Orange Freo State. Ihad no jdew .that this study
was t?e of invalnable Bervice to meé in thé fdttre.
Bor, Faud, thought,of returnigg tome byrtheiend lof
the year, or even earlier if the case was finished bet
fore the year was oat. '

Hwy Ged bad disposed uthervige



