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Headquarters
175, Crey Street, Durban.’

‘held-at Johannesburg on a date to be ﬁxed
" later., .
The following is the prowsnonal Agenda-

Pr&sldcntlal Address, .
General Secretary’s” Report
Round Table Conference.”

" Colour Bar Bill,

Provincial Powers ‘Bill.

“ Revisiori of Constitiition and Stand~ -

.ing Orders. .
Other gnevances and resolunons
theron. © -
Treasures’s Report and: Fmancla-
" Statement, ° o
Election of Officials, ™
A 1. KMJEE,
Hon. General Secretary
South Afncan Indmn Congress.
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HE sccretary of the All India Trade Union Con-
gressannounces in a letter received at the head-
guarters of the Sooth African Trade Union

Congrens, saya tho Sfar (Johannesburg), that while no
{inal decision on the point has yet been reached, there
isa feeling that the projected conference between re-
presentatives of the two bodies on the Asiatic ques-
tion should be 1+t in abeyance until tho two Govern-
ments bave conclnded their ronud-table discussions
on this same matter. *I have already isgned a cir-
cnlar,” says thoe aecretary of the All India Congress,
*to onr execntive council requesting them to state
their views on the question. The Rev, C, ¥, Andrews
who spoke at your annual congress in Johannesburg
on our behalf, has given bis opinion in one of his
articles in the Press that thie conference shomnld be
held after the round table conference which is going
to be held between representatives of the Govern-
ments of the two countries, and my feoling is that
oor executive council will be gnided mainly by the
opinion of Mr. Andrewr, I shall write yon again
after receiving the opinion of my execative.”

Here is snme farther brawling by our Minister of
Jostieg Mr. Tiolman Roos :—

Ini. 'course of a speech at a meeting at Koedoes-
fontein (Transvaal), tonching on the Asiatic question,
with particnlar reference to conditions in the dis-
trict, Mr. Roos i8 reported to have said that the
Government would do'all it possibly could to deal
with the matter, but at the same time a daty also
rested on the public and that duty was for the white
penple rot to enter a coolie shop, or not to deal

with coolies, "“This parlicularly applies. to you -

here, where you have a ¢ase of a coolie wh rons a
shop here having married a white girl at Kimberley,
and after this girl had a child by him the man left
her in the lurch. I say that it is a disgrace for any
white man ever again to enter that man’s shop, and
I wish I conld speak strongly enough and prevent
you from ever again dealing with that coolie,”

Chaffing at the South African Party over the flag
question Mr. Roos told a Potchefstroom audience
that “he bopad that the South African Party liked
their allies inclnded among whom were the coolies
of Duarban according to the Nalal Mercury,” He re-
ferred to Mr. Roberts’ determination that the Union
Jack would not be removed from the new Union flag.
We have expressed onr views on the subject in our
Inst week's iesne,

Attherate Mr. Roos is going Courts of Justice will
not be required in his vegime. Wa would not
wonder if his next step would be to preach lynch
Jaw to the public !

Mr. Roos erroneously describes Indiansas “coolies”
and perbaps a little enlightenment on the snbject
might be beneficial to him. The word ‘coolie’ in
the ordinary sense of the term is nsed for a labourer,
and a labourer may be a white, black or a brown
mao. He need not necessarily be an Indian, A
white mau is juet a8 much a coolie as an Indian

NOTES AND NEWS
——

e e t——

when the term is correctly used. But in the sense
jt is nged by Mr, Roos the Indian is no more & eoo_ho
than Mr. Roos himsslf is. A man of Mr. Roos’ inr-
telligence is at least expected to use words in their-
right and proper sense and to understand what he
is talking abont. . .

Thus the Nala! Mercury :— ' ' -
Most of the members of the deputation which is
to visit India will leave Durban by the s.s. Zukiliwa

. on Aug. 30, and the remainder will join the boat at

Delagoa Bay. The deputation is representative of
the three parties, The Pact members are Mr. Beyers, -
Minister of Mines and Industries, Mr, Rood, M.L.A.,
for Barberton, Mv. M. C. Malan, M.L.A. for Heil-
bron (Mr, Malan, it is understood, has not yet ac-
cepted), Mr. G. Reyburn, M.I.A. for Umbilo, and
Mr. Fordham, M.L.A. for Turffontein. The South
African Party representatives are Mr. Patrick Duan-.
can, M.L.A., and Mr. J. 8. Marwick M.L.A. for
Tllovo. The deputation has been appointed -af the
invitation of the Indian Government to pay a
friendly visit with the object of learning something
of the conditions in India and at the samé time ex. -
pressing the point of view of South Africa. The
official conference, of course, will take place at Cape-
town.

According to'a Rontor’s message from Simla the.
Standing Committee of the Indian Assembly. unani-
inously agreed to the provision of 70,000 rupess to
cover the expenses of the forthcoming tour of the
above South African delegation. The estimate
assumes thit the-delegates will be accompanied by
their wives. The tour will embrace roughly 8,000
miles, aud arrangements for a special .train for the
delegation will be made. o -

The Standing Committee of the Indian Logislative
Assembly has also sanctioned a lakh of rupees .
(£10,000) to cover the expenditure on the Indian
delegation to the conference in' Capetown-on the
Indian question in Decomber next. It 18 assumed
that the delegation’s work, inclading the period of .
their voyage, will take three months, Both dele< -
gatiouns are expected to consist of a chairmazn and
gva members, oneof whom will be an.official secre-

ry. ' ) C

The village of Gelaksburg in the distriet of .Berg--
ville which was declared to ba a township within -
the meaning of Law No. 11, 1881, has now been
removed from the operation of that law by means of
an Orlinance promulgated in the Nalal Provincial
Gazelle dated 12th Augnst. :

Bellair and Hillary Area which was proclaimed
recently as an area within the operation of the Local
Urban Areas Administration Ordinance No, 4, 1926,
shall in accordance with a notice in the Provincial
Gazells bp known as the Umhlatnzana Area.. )

.The following notice appears in the Nalsl Provin-
rial Gnzeifs of the 22nd July :—

In terms of Section 7 (2) of the Shop Hours Ordi--
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nanee (No, 12, 1919), the Adminigtrator has been
_pleased to declara Dupdee & speolal- place with the
meguing of the above Ogdinance and to appoing the
following elosing houre for ahops within the
Borough :——

(@ On every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday-at 5 o'clock in the afternoon; (b) On every
Wednesday at I o'clock in the afternoon; (¢) On
every Saturday ab 8 pa. In the evening.

A Ratepayers’ Association has been formed in
Estcourt in which Indians have alse been sllowed $o
become members, As ratepayers they =<were of
course entitled to be enrolled but the fact to ha
noted is thay the Enpropean ratepayers raised no
objection. ’

The Dog Tax in Natal has been increased from
10s, to 12s. 6d. On payment of the tax a collar and
a badge shall be suppHed free of charge to the
owner of each dog paid for.. Every dog, shall at all
times wear a collar to which ghall be ascurely
attached the badge issyed for the enrrent year. The
sig;yrq inqreaso shall take placg on the lat Japwary,

THE SELE-PRESERVATION STUNT
\HE Sunday Times (fohannesburg)
."-has found in an igsolvent Enropean

who attributed his insolvency to the
“ cut-thraat campetitlon of Indian traders”
a subject for a leading: article. The papex
suggests that this s not an isolated instanee

of its kiud; that it is one of many and that

Indian eompetition is being keenly felt
throughout the Union. These findings are
quite contrary to those of the various Com-
missions appointed speciatly for the purpose
_of inyestlgming these a,llegdtions. A perysat

of the repoyts of these Commissions would.*

show that these complainants have each time
been bopelessly floored in cross-examination.
Bat is thig not an old eld story used ta pre-
judice the public mind against Indians?
-Unfortunately we have net the facs of
this particular case before us, but, If what is
stated of him is tpue, have not the consumers
benefitted by getting thelr ' requirements
cheaper, apd thus, being .enabled to save
thein money?* And whois to be pittied?

» this poor insolvent soul or his creditors? _

Would these petty traders who cry so bitter-
ly against the eompetition of the Indian not
. be a, real bensfit, to their brethren if they
learnt a little more thrift and supplied ihe
" wants of the consumers at a cheaper rate
rather than fleecing them? Their present
cry really amounts to a craving for a con-
cesgion tp fleece theiv customers, Indeed a
a very peculiar concession} |
Our contemporary further says, “it is
chiefly the eacroachment by Indians upon

spheres of European' labour and industry .
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that makes some satisfactory settlement of
the Asiatic problem in this country an affair
of urgency and self-preservation.” Pray
what is the sphere of European labour and
industry? Is there no definition at all for

.it? Many Indians have been thrown out

from the different industries of the country
and are still being gradually thrown out.
Even the Indian street sweeper is envied.
If a Buropean finds himself out of work and
finds an Indian occupied he will claim that
occupatian to be in his sphere and the Ia-
dian, no matter how lang and how faithfulty
he may have served, must be thrown

. out to make room for the European. Where

is then the limit to the sphere of European
labour and industry? It is said of the
Englishman that if there was gold in the
moon he would claim even the moon to be
his possession ! This is the policy pursued
in Seuth’ Africa. :

* Whatever the technical statys of an In-
dian may be as a citizen of the British
Empire,” our contemporary goes on to
say, “he is, in South Africa, doth in his
mthods of business and im kis manncr of
/ife a distinet menace to the white com-
munity.” Besides, that his methods of busi-
ness are convenient to the poorest glasses.
of the cammunity we do not know tha. .ney
are different to any other businessmen, And
as to his maaner of life, the Indian is never
permitted to live in the aristocratic parts of
the towns byt if the slightest signs of aris-
tocracy are perceived in him he is greeted
with epithets such as *coolie,™ *black .
swing " and many others which our standard
of manneraand that of all respectable people
would prevent us from uttering. If, on the
other hand, the Indian lives simply, he is
said to be living ‘on the smell of an oil-
rag,” How is he then to live?

“If the Indian wishes to retain the status

.that has been conferred uvpon him in his

own country,” our contemporary tells him
to return to his own country., Whatstatus is
South Africa prepared to conler upon the
Indian, may we ask? Or has South Africa
conferred any status at all upon him?
He dogs not enjoy the status of a respect-
able person nor does he enjoy even the
status of a sweeper |

“South Africa is prepared to discuss this
question with India on fajr and reasonable
lines” says the paper, but it provides
for a “but,” and that is, that “India must
recognise that the protection of white
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interests in this country is the first duty
of the Union Government and is of
paramount importance to the whole white
population of South Africa, irrespective of
race or party.” The finishing touch is given
by the Sunday Timesto its leading article
with a warning to the landlords who let their
premises to Asiatics for trading purposes
that they “‘are helping to dig a pit for the
white community into which, eventually,
they themselves must inevitably fall.”

We cannot congratulate our contemporary
for launching into this mischievous propa-
ganda at a time when earnest endeavour is
being made to come to an amicable settle-
ment of the Asiatic problem. According to
themethods suggested by our contemporary
the problem could only be.solved by the
Indian vacating this country. If, on the

other hand, the problem is to be solved on .

any fair and reasonable lines, the self-pre-
servation stunt will certainly have to be
thrown over-board and a policy of live and
let live will have to be adopted. To suggest
anything else is merely to fool with the
question. :

Indians Blamed For European .-

Insolvency

Thus the Swiday Temes dated 15th instant :—
Iu the Tusolvency Court on Tharsday a Johannesbury

draper who had carried on a saccessfal business for- gix- _

toen years sad had thes, within a short time, lost so
much costom: that he was compellod to surrender his
estate, atiributed his insolvency to the eut-fhroat eom-
petition put up against him by Indian traders “The
competition of Indien traders became so extremely keen,”

he told the Conrt, “that I could make no headway against

it. 1 wes underoub every time,” I oontinged to strogele
on in the hope that busiuess wonld improve. When I
m that my position was hopeloss. I my

This is not an isolated instauce of its kind, It is bat
one of many. Indien competition is being keenly felt
throaghout the Uniot, and it is chiefly the encroachment

* by Endians upon spheres of Enzopesn Inbour and industry
that makes some satiafactory sebtlement of the Agiatie
problem in this.country an affair of nrgency and sel-pre-
servation.. We do not suggest that. white shopkeepers in
large numbers are being forced daily into the Insolvency
Cotrt by their fudian eompetitors; hat many of them are
cerbaialy being reduced to the verge of bankraptey, and
80 driven out of business, through bhat cause. Xoreover,
the evil is 8 growing one, snd it is high time for some
concerted attempt to be made to ut a stap to i,

Tne Minister of the Interior’s gsiatic Bill is, of coarse,
such an attempt, and it is possible that ultimately it wilt
have the desired effecl, We approved of the Govern-
ment’s deeision in April to hold op the Bill sad send 5
depatation to India to confer with the Fndian Govern-
ment on the question of the status of Asiatics in the
Union; and we see no reason at present to revise the
opitrion we theu expressed. ‘The deputation, which will
leave for India at the end of this montl, will consist of
of Mr. F. W. Beyors, K.C., Minister of Mines angd

that fg landlords who let their

attiole.—~Ed. 10.]

Indastries (representivg De. Malan, Ministee of the In.
terior), and two members each of the Nationalist; Eabowr
and lt;h African parties. 'ill‘he ;!:i.:gl.ﬁw will th;az;
thoroughiy representative of sli poli parties, an
members grill no donbt beer promimently in hind the
fact that, whatever the technical status of an Indian wa
be a8 a citizen of the British Empire, he is, in Son
Africa, bath in lns melhods of business and in Ms manner
of life, a distinct mennos to the white community. If
the Indian wiches to retain the statns that kas been eon-
ferred upon bim in his own couatry, let him remmin in,
or return to, the land where that status was given 6o him,
When Mr. J. H. Thomas, who was. then Colonial
Eecretary in Mr. Ramsay MacDom!d’s Laboar Govern-
meut, visited South Afries towards the end of 1924, he
made s speech at Maritzborg in the course of whick he
wamned the Uniow Government that it would be eqmi-
valent to “playing with fire” to stterapt t¢ deal with the
Asiatic problem on party lines. That wurning fell! o
deaf ears ab the tirse, but it bas since beew heeded, ax
the Gmrnmdeelg’lsdﬂeision liis poatponep'khe Bill and send
& Non-party tation to India amply proves. Bomth
Africa in fact, is now prepared 8o discats this question
with India on fair and remsonable lines. At the same
time, Fadia must r ise that the eotion of white '
interests in this country is the first duty of the Unjon
Government and s of paramosnt importanee fo the
whole white population of South Afvica, irrespective of
race or party, : i
Tn the meantime there is another aspect of the question -
to which, we think, attention shonld be directed : and
! premises to Asiatics for
trading purposes—even, in some instances,” giving them
preference over Europeans—are helping to dig & pit
the white community into which, eventnall; they them.
gelves mnst inevitably fall. ., - o T §
[Note :—We deal with the above in onr Jeading

*

“A Great Heart -
(B¥ M. £ Gaspmt}. . - -7
Mabstma Gandhi pays the following tribate thro
the coltmas of bis Fm' Tndia to ﬁ Emily thh;g;
whose death was anuonnced recently in England - -
Newapapers tell us that Miss Eutily Hobbomse is rd
more, She was one of the poblest and besvest of women,
She worked without over thinking of any remard. - Hesy
was service of humanity dedicated to God Shia
to a aoble English family. She loved her comiry and.
becanse. ghe loved i, she eould not tolsrate sny inpmsticn
done by i, She realised the atecvity of the Bocr Was,
She thonght that Bugland was wholly in. the' wrong,
She denoanced the war in borning at o time
whﬁEnglmdwmlmd on it. She went to Soutly Afries
Bud her whole soul rase against the havbarity of the eom-
cenbeabion camps. whiel: Lord Kitchener thought - :;;
necessary if the war wasto be wen. It wew then
William Stead led peayers for English roverses
Hobhouse, frail as her body was,
-Africs at great personsl risk to-eours i
She was imxprisoned and sent back. Bhe bore ik all witls
the-courage of a true heroine, She ateeled the heawtss of
Boer women and told them never to loge hapa,
them that thongh England had gone + there “wmezs
Englishmen and Eaglish women whose sympathies were
with the Boers and that soms day their vaice would he
heard, Aud %0 it was. Sir Henry Camphell Banoer-
m::ln:xpﬁgo bmrgéh the General election of 1906 and
made t W, Boers i 1
poisible. rong soch reparation as wag.
t was after the war and when Satyaoraba Roir
oo that I had the privilege of be'y ,kmw:aﬂb%\
?ﬁgﬁe g.‘]!:: ?.?qnainhnee, 7 intor a. life-long
of 1914.p Do mean part & the

Botha. bad auiformly repelled my sdvances for ag intezs

:
L
:

- view. Every time he referred me to the Home. Miniatag,

But Miss Eobhoqse insisted on General Boths seeing me.
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And so she arranged for a meeting between the General,
his wife and herself and me st the General's residence in
Capetown. Hers was & name to coujure with among
the Boers. . And she made my way smooth among them

ized and this is espacially noticsable in the Tarkish
woman who is a3 mneh the madern wimwn as any
Egropexn woman of to-day, A buwnd on the boat

by throwing in the whole weight of her influeace with
the Indian cause. When I came to India and the
Bowlatt Act ngitation was going on she wrote saying
that I must end my life in prison if not on the gallows
and that she did not deplore it. She herself had full
strength for such sacrifice. Tt waa an article of faith
with her that no cause prospered without the sscrifice of
its votaries. Only last year she wrote to me saying that
ghe was in active correspondence with her friend General

Hertzog about the Indian canee in South Africa, ssked
me not to feel bitter against him and told me to tell her
what I expected of General Hertzog, Let the women of
India treasure the memory of this great English woman.
She never married. Her life wos puore as crystal. She
gave herself to God’s gervice.  Physically she was a per-
fect.wreck. She was paralytio. * Bot in that weak and
diseased body she had a soul that conld defy the might
of kings aud emperors with their urmies. She fearad no

man because she feared God only,
O » o
; - OUR LONDON LETTER A
tZ [ FroM OUR OWN-CORRESPONDENT ] %
3 15th July, 1926. ¥
omwmmo
- In the list of the Xing's Birthday Honours pub-
_ lished during the month appeared the names of the
severa]l members of the deputation from India that
was in South Afriea recently in connection with the
gegregation hill. Mr. George Frederick Paddison
(0.8.1., Indian Civil Service, Ohairman of the depu-
tation, becomes a Knight of the Britisk Empire; Sir
Deva Prasad Sarvadhikery O.IE.,, L.L.D., M.A., is
awarded a Companionship of the British Empire.
~~T#é Hon. Sayed Raza Ali; izemberof the Council of
State, is also awarded the Companionship of the
British Empire, and Mr. Girja Shanker Bajpai C.B.E.,
Indian Civil Service, Secretary to the deputation, is
the recipient of the order of the Companionship of

" the British Empire. -

“The recent gemeral strike has set the country
thinking. Many suggestions are being made as to
the form legislation shonld take for the prevention
of similar strikes happening again. Lord Birken-
head in a speech at a meeting of the National Union
of Conservative Associations indicated that such

legislation may be introduced amending the Trades
Disputea Act by making the fands of Trade Unions
liable where the Unions wrongly embnrk on a sirike;

by drastically restricting the process known as -

“peaceful picketting”; by providing machinery for
taking secret ballots under Government anspices,

and by protecting Conservative and Liberal Tiade .

Unioniats from coereion under the present law with
rogard to political lovies. But the Government has
not yet identified iteelf with any of the many sug-
gestions, thongh it would appear that the Govern-
ment has the matter nnder consideration,

The s.8. Kara Deniz fitked out by the United
Chambers of Commerce of Tarkey, with the approv-
al of the Turkish Government, as an exhibition ship,
is now lying at the Greenwich Pier. Itisa kind of
Grand Bazaar. The stalle are laden with the pro-
ducts and manufactures of all parts of Tarkey :
Copper - from Argeni, Opium from Konia, Jasper
agate, meerschaum from Eskishehir, Carpets from

Smyrna and Sparts, black Amber from Lrzerum, .

hides and skins from the Anatolian uplands, and
tobacco from Samsoun, and many other things. The
boat is daily' crowded with visitors, The boat is
Turkish built and -the staf' is Tarkisb, and the
Tarks, men and wonpen do not look unlike the
Europeans and they are rapidly becoming western-

plays delightful Westera music. Feom hore, the
boat goes to other Earopean ports,

Abdul Karim, the redonbtable Riff leader, who
has now capitalated to the Franch and is abount to
be banished to the [slant of Reanion. bhas deoided
to wear Earopenn clothes in futere. He has ordered
clothes for himself and his two young sons from
Paris and Casablanca. His brother, Mohamed Abdnl
Karim, hns began the stady of French Classieal
Literature,

Sir Jagadis Chandra Bose F.R.S. lectured under
the auspices of the British Indian Union in the
Hall of the Royal . Society of Arts, Sir Alfred
_Mond was in the chair, With wonderfully delicate
instrumeonts invented by bimselt he is discovering
the iknnermost. secreta of plant life and, in the course
of his lecture, with the help of lantern slides, he
described his discoveries, At times he rose above
the seientist; Lhe waa poetic in his lnneunge, Theo
old mystics, be said, perceived the whole unity- of
life. Scientific men had suppossd that animnls and
plants represented two atreams of life with nothing
in common; that was wrong: plants had feelings
like animals and responded to omtside influonces.
The finger ¢could po more speak than conld a plant,
but if an electric shoek were given it, it twitohei;
that was the impulse of response. To record the
‘trembling reaction of a plant, he had provided it
with pencil and paper, and that mado it possible for
8 message to ha wrilten, Evory species of plant had
itsowan characteristic writing. Sir Jagadis is attend-
ing the meetings of the British Association of
Science, Lady Bose i8 with him in Loudon, She
has been his companion in his quest for the teath in
plant life,- - ~ e oo

At the forthecoming Assembly of the Leagne of
Nations, Sir William Vincent, the Maharajah of
Earputhals and Xhan Bahadue Shaik Aldu] Qaader,
will repregent India,

The Maharajabadhiraja of Bardwan, who is one
of the greatest of the Landowners of Bengal without
any power of independent rale in any native State,
will, it appears, bo one of Inilia's representntives at
the Imperial Conference in October.

Seances in tho heart of the great pyramid of
Choopt in Giza, will bo condneted in atter dnrkness
by an expedition of spiritualists towards the end of
the yoar. The purpose of the seances ia to confirm
whether the pyramid is prophetic, in other words,
whether it ig built on o plan by which tho archi-
tectural pronortions give r ey to the crises of tho
world's history. They hopad 1o Jearn the pasychic
purpose of tho grent py:nmid and to discover by
spirit messages its relationship to the proplocics of
the Bible. They believo that the pyrunmid with its
“shronological line” structure is a parallel of the -
Bible and correctly interpreted £nrnishes an aseurats
forecast of future world history _

Miss Violette N. Anderson i8 the firnt Negro
woman lawyer to bo ndmitted to practise before the
Supreme Court of th) United States. Sbe bad prev-
jonsly practived for more than thres years before
the highest conrt of Illinois,

Mauater Ernest Godfrey, Dr. W, Godfrey's #on hus
again distingoished himself, passing firat in his
second medical professional in addition to his win-
ning the senior medal in Anatomy.
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“The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

( By M. E. GaxDHI)

VIII. Stealing and Atonement

I have still to relate some of the failings of the
dags of and previous to the meat-eating . period.
They date from before my marriare or soon after.

SMOKING IN SECRET .

A relative of mine and I became fond of amokm_g.
We bad no money. Not that we saw any good in
smoking or were énamoured of the smell of a
cigarette. We simply imagined a sort of pleasure in
emitting clonds of smoke from the mouth. My
nncle bad that babit and when we saw him smoking
we also thonght we shounld enpy his example, And
yet we had no money. So we Legan pilfering
stnmps of cizarettea thrown away by the uncle !

Bnt the stamps were not always available, and
conld not give much smoke either. So we began to
steal coppers from the servant’s pocket money and
to purchase the conniry cigarettes therewith: Bul
the question was where to keep them. We of course
conld not smoke in the presence c¢f elders. We
scratched along for a few weeks on these stolen'cop-
pers. In the meantime we heard that stalks of a
certain plant were porous and conld be smoked like
cigarettes. We got them and began this smoking.

A SUICIDE PacT

But we were far from being mtisfied with these.
Our want of independence began to smart. It was
unbearable that we could do nothing—withost
the elders’ permission. In sheer disgnst we decided
to commit snicide !

But how were we to de it? Where were we to
get the poison from ¥ We heard that Dhiatira geeds
werean effective poison, Off we went to the jungle
in search for them and pot them. Evening was
thonght to be the anspicious hour. We went to
‘Kedarji Mandir.’ pot ghee in the temple lamp, bad
the Dkarsan, and then looked for a lonely corner.
Baut our conrage failed ur, Supposing we were not
instantly killed ? And what was the good of Lilling
ourselves ? Why not rather pnt up with the lack of
independence ? Bat we swallowed two or three
needs nevertheless. We dared not take any more.
poth fought sby of death, and decided to go to
Ramji Mandir, to compose ourselves and to dismiss
tke thought of snicide.

I realised that it was not 1s easy to comimit suicide
as to contemplate it. I may my that whenever some-
one threatens to comnmit suicide, it has little or no
effect on me. .

The thought of suicide ultimately resulted in both
of us bidding good-bye to the habit of smoking
stumps of cigarettes and of stealing the servant’s
coppers for the purpoge of smoking.

SMOKING—BARBAROUS AND DIRTY

Ever since I have grown up I have never desired
to smoke and bave always regarded the habit of
smoking as barbarovs, dirty and harmfal. I have
never succeeded in finding out why there is such a
rage for smoking throughout the world. I caunot
bear to travel in a8 compartment full of people
smoking. I get chocked. :

Bot much more serions than this theft was the
one I was guilty of a little later. This one I com-
mitted when I was twelve or thirteen, possibly less.
The other was committed when I wag as mach as
ﬁftteeni The theft in this case was of a bit of gold
out of my meat-eating brother's a i
brother hag ron into a debt polet,  This
Trupees. © had on his arm an armlet o i
It was not difficolt to clip a bit out of it.f solid gold.

Well, it ‘B'au done; and the deht cleared;
#f Yty

W jrlorg st hang, But this

e Huvay

of about twenty-five

steal again. I also made up my mird to own it ap
before fatber. But I dared not speak. Not that I
was afraid of my father beating me. No. Ido not
recall his ever baving beaten ns. I was afraid of the
pain that I would cause him. But I felt that the
risk should be taken, that there could mnot be a
cleansing without a clean confession. o
A CONFPESSION AND ITS SEQUEL .. '
T decided at last to write out the confession and fo.
submit it to Father and ask his forgiveness. I
wrote it ont on a slip of paper and handed it to him'
myself, Not only had I confessed the guilt therein,
I had asked adequate punishment for it, and closed
with a request to him not to panish himself for my
offence, and also pledged myself never tn steal in-
fatare. . :
T was trembling as I handed the note to Father.
He was then suffering from fistala and was confined
to bed. His bed was a2 plain wooden plank. I
handed him the note and sat opposite the plank.,
He went throngh the noie, and pearl drops
trickled down from his eyes wetting the paper. For
a moment he closed his eyes in thonght and tore up
the note. He bad sat np to read it. He again lay '
down. 1T also cried. I counld see Father’s agony. -
If T was a painter I could draw a picture of the
whole scene to-day. It is still so vivid in my
memory. o
Those pearl-drops of Iove cleansed my heart and
washed my sin away. Only he who has experienced
sach love can say what it is. As the hymn says:
‘Only he who is smitten with the arrows of love
knowa its power.’ T
Thia wag for me an object lesson in 4Ainsa, Then:
I eould read in it nothing more than a father's love,-
but to-day I know that it was pare 4Ahimss. When -
such Ahimsa becomes universal it transforms every--
thing it touches.; There is no time limit to its
power. - : . -0 :
This sort of sublime forgiveness was not natural
to my father,.I had thought that he would be angry,
gay hard things snd strike his forehead. But he
was g0 wonderfully peaceful, and I believe this was
due to my clean confession. A clean confession®
combined with a promise never to commit the guilt-
again, and made before one who has the right to re--
ceive it, is the purest type of repentance. I know.
that my confession made my father feel absolutely
safe abont me and increased his affection for me boe -
yord measure. : ’ .

IX. Father’s Death and My Double Sha;mé' .

The time I am speakiug of is my 16th year, My
father, a8 we have seen, was bedridden, suffering
from fistula. My mother, an 0ld servant of the
house, and I were his principal attendants, I bad
the d_nties of a nurse, which mainly congisted of
dressing the wound giving my father hig medicipe,
and compounding drugs whenever they had %o be
done at home. Every night I wonld massage his
legs and retire only when he asked me to or after
he fell asleep. - I loved to do all this service. T do
not remember having ever neglected it. ANl the
time at my disposal, after the performance of the
daily fanctions, was divided between school and
attending on father. ' I would go out for an oevening
walk, only when he permitted me or was fecling
well.,

. 'This was also the time when my wife was expect-
ng 2 baby—a circumstance which, a8 T ean seo to-
dasz, meant a double shame for me. For one thing
X did not restrain myself, as I shonld bave, whilst I
was yet a stndent. And secondly that carnal lust
got the better of what I regarded as my duty to
study, and of what was even a greater duty vz, that
of devotion to parents—Shravana, having been my
ideal since childhood. Every night whilst my hands
;vgg‘e imsy masgaging Father's legs, my mind wag

rvarir whout the b mwega wt fo0 at & tie
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‘when religion, medical science and -common sense
alike forbade sexnal inferconrse. . I was always glad
of boing relipved from daty,.and went straight to
the l:;ilgmmnﬂar doing obeisance to Father. -

On dﬂ;; oﬂier hand FI:thor‘ wnl:nd eotn;;g uwom
every day. edic physicians bad tried all their
ointments, Ha{:;thelr plasters, and local quacks
their nostrums to0. An English eurgeon had also
used his slil]. As the last and the only resort he
had recommended a surgical operation. But the
family physician came in the way. He disapproved
of Fat%z;r gﬁing in for an operation ati:d his li;dlgnoed

go, 'The physician was competent and well-known,
:ﬁmg a’d?rica prevailed, The operation was aban-
doned, and various medicines purohased for the
purpose went to no account. I havé an impression
that if the physician had allowed the operstion, the
wound wonld have essily healed. The operation:
also wes to have heen performed by 8 surgeon who
was then well-known in Bombay, But God had
willed otherwise. When death is {mminent, who
conid think of the right remedy ?  Father retarned

* from Bombay with all the paraphernalia of the
operation- which were now useless. He had des-
paed of living any longer. He was getting wealer
and weaker, until at lagt he had to be asked to per-
form the necessary funotions in bed. But up to the
Iast he refused to do anything of the lind, slways

+ ingisting on going throngh the strain of leaving his

--bad. ‘Thg Vaishnavite rales abont external cleanli-
ness are po inexorable. Such clesnliness is quite
easintial no donbt, but Westeyn medical selence has
taught us that all fonctions, inclading & bath, can be
done In bed with the strictest: regard to oleanlimess,
and:-withont the slightest discomfort to the pstient,
the bed always remaining spotlessly clean, I would
regard suoch oleanliness 28 quite cousistent with
Vaishnavism. Buf my father's insistenca on leaving
the bed for the performance of the pecessary fanc-
tions, only struck me with wonder then, and I had
nething but admiration for it, .

S TAe FATEFUL NIGHT

The dreedful night came. My uncle was then
in Bajkot. I have 4 faint recolleotion that he came

to Rajkot having heurd the news of my father getting
worse: 'The brothers were deeply attached to anch -

other. TInole wonld be sitting near Father's bed the
" whele day and wonld insist ont sloeping by his bed-
. gide after sending s all to sleep, No ome bad
dreamt that this was the fateful night. The danger
of course was there, . . R
: ~ttw:wﬁ£d30 orz;hli. I waal glvinglga n‘xiamgat.
TUndle o to relieve me, woa and wen
siraight to the bod-toom. The wife, poor thing, wes
fagt agleep, But how conld she sleep when I was
there # I woke her up. In five or seven minutes,
hoWever, the dérvanit kuipcked at the door. 1 started
with alarm. ‘et tip, he said, ‘Bapu is vetc-ly il
1 knew of convse that hé was very fll, and so [
stiggasted what ‘very I’ meant that moment,
- sprang Gub of mz @ ‘
‘ ;g: tell ino what the matter 1u’ -
"*Bapn is 68 mars, :
f 31 wad over { I tiad bus to wring my hands
1 45l deeply ashamed and muer:ﬂr o W0 miy
fatlior’y foom. I aiw that if ani pa‘mgmon had not
blided iné I Woidld lisve heed spdred the torturs of
séparation from my father during his last moméiia,
I would have been massaging him, and he would
higve died i wiy armis, Now it was for the uncle to
* hatve the lighotr. He was 4 deeply devoted to lils
eldor Lbrothet that he had eédrned ithe honour of
doinig hfm the ldst services ! Fathgr had fore-
bodingtl of the coming evepts Hé had signed for peiy
aﬂﬂfdﬁéﬁ ghad Wi'iﬂgh ; "Préparé for thé Iast rites.
Hs lad ﬁié§ qnagfe the amulét off hie drm, Snd
:f,{“ghi” ‘6,%11 he jedpté z;;. "lag;liééég‘,i d fling them
s, o8kt atfeF this Be Was po ficre.
Thé Sidins &6 whig '_f Bave réaf#e'&ﬁf?ﬂ a fore-
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going chapter was this shame of my carnal des
even at the critical hoar demanding w{tkeful serr:
Itisa blot I have never been abie to efface or forget,
and I have always thought that although my de-
votion to my parents kuew no bonnds and I would
have given up anything for it, it was unpardonably
wanting in that my mind was at the same moment
in the grip of lust, I have therefore always regarded
myself as & lustful, though a faithful, hasband. It
took me long to get free from the shackles of lust
and I had to pass throngh many an ordeal befors I
could overcome it,

Before I cloee this chapter of my double shame,
I may mention that the poor mite that was born to
my wife scarcely breathed for more than three or
four daya, Nothing else conld be expooted. Lot all
parents and conples be warned by my example,
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