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South African Indian Congress
Sixth Session .
- Preliminary Nonce ;

In terms of the Rules. notice is. hereby
given to all Constituent bodies that the
Sixth Session of the .Congress will be
held at Johannesburg on a date to be- ﬁxed
later; - i : R B

The following is the prowsmnal Agenda-

1 Presidential Address.-
General Secretary’s Report.
Round Table Conference.
Colour Bar Bill.

Provincial Powers Bill. _ ,
Revision of Constitution and Stand-

- ing Orders..

Other grievances and resolutions
theron.

8. Treasurer's Report and Financia- |

Statement,
9. Election of Oﬂicials

A, I. KAJEE,
Hon. General Secretary

South: African Indian ConO'ress.
Headquarters : '
175, Crey Street, Durban!
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Phane 1969. 132, Grey _Stred. Durban. Box 3186,
HEERABHAI MORAR MATVADKAR

Wholeaale Fruit & Vegel:a,ble Hrpotie:

and
Commission Agent.
’ . ———— )
e R afle,  Queny R MUY, Wi
2GRN 3 DA AVING AQAAR
WYsta il A =l 20493,
A were mﬂ sWipa Meved s 398,

M. I. DADABHAY,

- GENERAL MERCHANT.
P. 0. Box 48. 25, Yan Hagen Street,

Telepbone No. 5. CAROLIN A,
Telegraphic Addreess Transvaal,
“DADABHAY." C.AROLINA. o
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DURBAN ELECTRIC MINERAL WATER WORKS

HIGH CLASS MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURERS
Couotry and Shipping Orders Reccive Prompt Atteation.

17 & 19, May Street, Durban,

Near Imperint Hotal, T/mgeni Woad

NATHOO TABHA &CO.
New and Sccond-hand Timber Merchants.
Building Materials Always in Stock.

At Moderate Price. Price List on Application,
FRUIT PACK]NG BOXES MADETO ORDER.

Nartjes Packing Boxes a speciality,
"~ Up-Comntry Orders Receive Prompt Attention,
TELEPHONE 3519. 24, B

EREA FLAT,
Off Warwick Avenue, Durbaa,
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Phone 3623, Corner Grey and Victoria Streets, Durban,
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NOTES AND NEWS

7N

case of Mrs, Bhagla whose application for a

renewal of her baker’slicence wasa refused by
the Estconrt Licensing Officer on the ground that
the applicant made use of the Corporation water
illegaliy—a charge for which when brought before
the Conrt she was found not guilty and acquitted
by the Magistrate—and the Town Council on appeal
upheld the decision of the Licensing Ofticer. In the
present issue we reprodoce another amazing decision
of the same Licensing Otlicer in the case of Mr. E.
M. Haffejee whose application for a transfer to a
room adjoining the one in which he is at present con-
duecting his business has been refosed. The grounds
for refusal are that the applicant wanta to expand
his business which is harminl to the interesis of
Europeans. The fact to be noled is that none of
the Enropeans concerned have raised any objection.

l\' orT lon'g ago we reported in these columns the

The matter i sure to o before the Supreme Court -

and we will defer further comments wuntil the
decision of that Counrt is known.

A Reater's message from Melbourne mays the
House of Representatives has passed a measure
whiya enables British Indiuns residing in Australia
to qualify for invalid and old age pensions. .

The following anecdote by Mr. J. Wertheim to
the Slar (Johannesburg) concerning the late R.
Hon. John X. Merriman will be read with interest -
Says Mr. Wertheim : “In 1919 I was one of a depu-
tation sent to Capetown to give evidence before a
3 lect Committee appointed to enqnire into Asiatic
trading. At that time Parliament was fiercely de-
bating profiteering and the pains and pen:dties to be
inflicted npon profiteers. While having tea in the
lobby of the House shortly after my arrival I met
Mr. Merriman, who inquired what had brought me
to Capetown. I explained the object of my wvisit,
whereupon he commented : “An extraordinary state
of affaire. Inside the House they talk of hanging
the white man for making too much money and ont-
;ic:ela they want to hang the Indian for making too

't e !l'

Among the Ordinances assented to by the Gov-
Enor-Genera]-in-Council are included the Ordinance

For the Establishment of Townships” and the
Ordinance “To increase the Dog Tax.”

The following woeful story of the condition of
Indians repatriated from Fiji appearing in the
Indian exchanges will serve as a lesson to Indians
accepting nnknowingly the offer of the Government
to be repatriated from this country :—

Abont 100 Fiji immigranis who returned to India
last year are stranded in Calcutta, These immi-
granis who hailed from the districts in the Punjab
and the United Provinces retarned, it will be re-
megnbered. from Fiji last year and proceeded to
the_nr native places where they were subjected to
sgc;}al ostracism. They now desire to go back to
¥iji and have artived in Calealta, but are not in a

position to pay their passage baving run through all
they had earned during their sojourn at their native
places. The Government is not in a position to help
them. The Calentta Port Police are finding it diffi-
cult to help them beyond affording thé;n shelter af

Garden Reach. .

THE VIGfLANT MESSRS ANGLIA
AND ROBERT>!

ATAL Indian . Vigilance Association
N is anew body descended, as it were,
from heaven. No one knows when

it was formed and who are its members,
The only thing we know is that Mr. John
L. Roberts is its president and Mr. C. M.
Anglia its secretary, both self-appointed we
presume, The'Natal ‘Indian Congress is
the - representative body of the Natal In-
dians and what purpose opr two, friends
have in view in inaugurating a new body
we do not know. We do not see the neces-
sity for it and therefore we consider it a
useless body calculated to do more harm
than good to the Indian community,
If Mr. john L. Roberts and Mr. C. M
Anglia have the welfare of their fellow-
countrymen at heart, we would advise them

to refrain from confusing the minds of their

ignorant brethren and doing things in their
name which they have no right to do. They
are far from enjoying the ¢onfidence of their
brethren and by such steps as these they-
may lose even the little respect and sym:
pathy their brethren might have for them.
This much for them. :
Now we will deal with the views expressed
by Mr, Roberts to a Natal Mercury repre-
sentative on the Flag controversy. *“We
are determined that the Union jack shall
not be excluded from the new Union Flag”
said Mr. Roberts. We must say that these
are not our views nor are they the views
of “the great majority of Indians resident in
Natal” as Mr. Roberts says. Those who have
expressed such views must have done so
without thinking. We have really no voice

. in thematter, nor does it count for anything,

We are comparatively a handful of Indians
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'in this vast sub-continent and have to live
under a Government in whose formation we
.have no voice. We have suffered the
South African Party Government and we
are suffering the Nationalist and there
is little to choose between them . both.
Tt is the case of falling from the frying pan
into the fire. In the circumstances what
.could the Indian say. He cannot challenge
the right of South Africa to aspire far com-
plete independence. Ifhe does his position
might be rendered the worse for it because
he will thereby be sowing the seed of dis-
pleasure among the Republicanists which
will be to his disadvantage later. If he does
not, his position will not be any the worse
thanitis at present, orrather, than it is threat-
ened to be. There would certainly be senss
in the Indians expressing an opinion on the
“flag ‘question if those who stand for the
.Union Jack would give the resident [ndians
a definite promise that they will adhere to
the principles which bad greatly enhanced
* the reputation of the Union Jack but which
is now dwindling owing to those principles
being disgracefully violated. Can theydoso ?
'If they can’t, then it is not meet for Indians
either on the grounds of expediency or on
‘anyother grounds to express iiny opinion on
the flag controversy. They can but remain
silent spectators.

- . Estcourt Indian Licences
. Licensing Officer’s Autocracy
Haffejee’s Licence Refused

At the Jast meeting of the Estconrt Town Conuecil
there was a full aitendance of Councillors, with the
_Mnyor in the chair, to hear the appeal of E. M.
Haffejee, Indian storekeeper of "Estcourt, against
the decision of the Licensing Officer in refusing him
‘the transafer of his licenoce. :
" Mr. Attorney Drummond appeaved for appellant.
He ontlined events leading up to the present im-
asse, beginning with the reconstruction of the
block of premises by order of the Town Couneil, on
advice from the Sanitsry Inspecior. The new

nildings are among the finest in. town, and trade

has inoreased in consequence. Mr. Haffejee, wish-
ing to meat his incressed trade, some time ago
applied fora new licence, 50 as to extend his busi-
negg into two adjoining roowms. One of these roorns
‘torms the best corner site in Esteourt, fasing as it
‘does the Conrt House, the Nations) Bauk and the
Plough Hotel. R g

His application for a new licence was refused, and
he appealod to the Tox.vn' Council. In suppori of
the appeal was a’ petition signed by nearly 200
Earopean residents, while a counter petition, object-
ing to the application on the score thut there was no
-necessity for another licence in Estcourt, was signed
by five objectors. The Council upheld the Licen-
ping Officer’s decision, and the licence was refused.

The applicant then applied fqr & transfer of his_
existing licence so 84 to oover Lis present premi

and the two adjoining rooms combined, This also
was refnsed, and again he appealed to the Council.

Mr..Drumu.mn_d said thut in this later develop-
ment it was significant that thers was no objection,
not even from.storelmopam. The Liconsing Officer
was gnder the impression that to apply for & transfer
Was lncgrrect procadnre. He (AMr. Drammond) con-
aiqered it was the ouly procednre left, and was sar-
prised when the Licensing Officer Lrought in an
nlteynatw:e. The applicant wanted to arrange his
bnemesp in three departments, one for uatives, ongq
fpr Indians und one for Europeans. The place had been
}menud to Asiatics before there had been Earopean
intereste in the vicinity. Applicant hnd been in
Esteourt for 33 years, holding a liconocs for practi-
cally the whole of that period. There conld he oniy
one object in refusing hiwm, and if that were so, then
A.gmuca must give up all hope. If there was no
fair play becanse their skins bappened to be of a
diflerent colonr, then it was no use carrying the case
farther, Ta refuse to allow a man to extend his
business development was unrensonable, and in the
caso of a Enropean it qonld not bs imagined. Al-
terations and extensions to premises taok place
everywhere, not only in Estoourt. A men was en-
titled to ofter his premises. The law mid so. The
Licensing Officer anid it was incorrect to try to get &
transfer, he must get a new liconce, but ageording to
the Consoliduted Licensing Aot of 1925, promulgutad
in Jannary, of this year, it was not necessary to get
% soparate licence whare tho ndditionsl premises
sought to be licensod, were divided by wulls only.
It was diflicult to understand the attitude of the
Licensing Officer, Whut was his client to do; was
he not to be allowod 1o extend by any method what-
over ? Waas his business to be confined to one room ?
Under this section of tho law all he had to do wna
to knook down one wall. But he wus n law-abidin
person, he wounld rather take ateps that would pu
him right with the nuthoritivs and sottle things in
an amicable way. There must be a turn somew ;
things could not go on like this just because of oblour
and nationality.

Special Provisions

Dnder the Licenscs Consolidating Aok 43 of 1898,
there were special provisions for the tranefer of pre-
mises, but the Licensing Officor does not recoguise
these. Tho new Aot put the graniing of licences in
the hands of the Receiver of Ravenne. There is no-
thing in the Aot to say that the approval of the
Town Council {8 necessary before the Reoeiver of
Rovenue can igsue a liconce. Any Indian can go to
the Receiver of Revenne and get a licenoe; bat
Haffejee does not want to take advantage of that
loophole. In the cnse of Dawnack Sayed versus Re-
csiver of Revenue, Pioteraburg, Tranavaal, the ap-
pellant had applied to the Recoiver for B transfor
and had heen refused on the grounds that a certifi.
cate was nacessary, But on appeal to the Bupreme
Court it wus held that the Ordinance wus u/irs vires
of the Provincinl Couneil of the Transvaal. This
Town Council had not even an Ordinance behind
them, Thoy had bden appointed ss a Board of Ap-
pesl, and if they were known to have made up their
minds beforehand and not consider the legal rights
of cases, they were warned that they were throwing
the gates open to cases like the nbove, and uniold
Larm wonld be dona

Rights Entrenched

The Licensing Officer, Mr. W. H. Pitcher, sald
that Mr. -Drammond’s remarks about the law re-
forred only to the Transvaal. Natal municipal
rights were entrenched not only by the Qrdinance
bat by the General Dealers' Act of the lute Natal
Parliament, snd was now sa Actof Union, He was
not overwhelmed by the possibility of danger ua
foroewarned by Mr. Drammond, He would, how-
over; like to deal with the merits of the case. There
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was a real dificnity in the maiter of having the case
properly brought before them. To bis mind it was
a case for an application not for a transfer bai for
an expansion of licence. As Licensing pﬂiee.r he
had to consider the policy of his Council in this as
in all licensing matters, As far as the preeant_apph-
cant was concerned be had no objection, bat it was
the type of business that he objected to in the centre
of the town. The applicant had been granted a
licence here 30 years ago; be could not suy exactly
when or how. He sapposed Government had granted
it. Sincethen European interests had grown round
it, and it was now not desirable that t!zis clasy qf
business should be expanded. I is inimical to busi-
pess valaes in ite neighbourhood. The new premi-
ses were certainly commodious and zpodern. put
applicant knew that they were not built for him,
and_he warned him at the tima, L

Mr, Drammond, replying to Mr. Pitcher’s state-
ment that he had to protect European interesis, re-
minded them that those who Mr. Pitcher deemed in
nesd of protection had not considered it necessary
to protect themselves, There had not been any
objection raised by these individuals, nor by anyone
else.

After three-quarters of sn hour’s deliberation and
discussion, the Mayor announced that the appeal
was disuissed, bat whether by majority or unani-
mous vote waa not divalged.—Nalal Wiiness.

General Hertzog’s Native

Policy
[Py C, F. Axopews ]
(Continued from pays 214)

The Bunto races already number five willions, while.

the Eufopeans number only & million and o baif. The
half-cySto ‘voloured’ people ere slightly over half a
millioe. There sre 160,000 Indians und abont 12,000
Cape Mulays,

My, Cousing, the Censns Superinteadeat, Las mada an
interesting aticipation of what is likely to bappen by
the year 1970. He expects the Bantas to resoh twenty
niillione, while the whites, in epito of immigration, will
hardiy resch five millions,

The ‘coloured’ people ab presens are not incteasing as
fost as the Bantus, owing chiefly to s conatitutional weak--
ness for tabercolosis. But this may be overcome by
medicsl science, und there are admirable featores in this
new homau eteck waiting to be developed, The fate of
the Indinn population, which is concentrated in Natal,
still hangs in thé balance. Buot if the Indisns sare
sllowed to remain peaceably in the land, where 70 p.c.
of them have been boro, still even their increase will be
comparatively slow. For a drift back to Indin is always
perceptible, wherever Indinns congregate; asd this will
keep the aumbers down. The prohibition laws prevent
any fresh immigration. .

When we cxamine General Hertzog"s ‘native policy® in
the light of these fucta ond figures, the feature that as
once attracts attention is his hold propesal to take up
the goloured people, or hall-castes, into the white com-
manity as far es certain privileges of franchiss aud labour
are concerned. This would, of course, involve in the
course of Lime the absorption of the coloured people
among the whites; for intermixture wonld certainly take
place again on a large scale if once the ‘colomred’
mﬁle were mnmrlked thhy @ hard and fast line from the

a reces and bromght over, us it were, bodil to
the side of the whites, ’ ’ 7 o8

At first sight the very thought of such a thing hap-
peaiog would appear amazing to those who know from a
distance the depth of the colour prejudice in Sonth Afri-
ca. Bub it Laa to be remembered, that the Datch are
now firmly scated in the scale of power, not the English,
Indeed, it is almost safe to prophesy that the British can

_ thing g oriminal offence, punishable by the law

- by far the most convincing

never be seated in power in South Africa again. Thers
ig very little new settlement from Great Britain; Oanada,
Anstralia and New Zealand are absorbing most of the
outgoing settlers from the British Isles in our own times.
The more adventurous go to Rhodesia or Kenys, nok to:
South Afries, The gold and diamond mining heoms
have long ago aubsided. The British families iin Bouth -
Africa are much smaller than the Dutoh. Even im 1921 -
the British numbered bardly more thun one. in. three of
the population. Since that date tha immigration has-
been almost entirely from Central and Soathern Earope;-
and these new itnmigrants find it impossible to amal-
gamate with the British. s
When the history of the Datch colonisation im Jave:
is studied it becomes clesr why the Dutch im South
Africa, immediately on their rise to power, have been
inclined to reckon the half-castes along with themselves.
For in Java exactly the same thing has happemed al-.
ready. The half-caste in Javy tokes the nationalitp of
his Dnteh parent. In the Cape Province of SBouth Africs
where nearly all the ‘colonred’ people live, it is noticeable
that Duotch ancestry is far more prevalent than English. -
Indeed many of the Dutch families, which to-day are:
regarded as white, are known to have a tinge of mon-
white ancestry in the past. It is, therefore, nob at ai} -
unnstural thet the Datch ehonld be more ready to
absorb the half.castes than the BEnglish. At the same
time, the Duteh are religionsly determined to prevent -
any more admixture with the Bantoa by making mch.h:-
land. : : e
Buat the Datch are also & very practical peoples; and -
b, both in Java and-
in Bonth Africa, kas been the argument of numbers,” For
if the weight of balf-caste numbers is "thrown into the
white scale, it helps t4° balanoe the ‘white’ against the
Bantu. Bat if ite weight be throsm into the Bantn scals, -
it helps to increass the digproportion already estzblished. +
The panic fear, which this thought of being: swamped
creates in the minds of the Duteh drives them forward. -
to take s conrse that wenld otherwite be distasteful, The -
logio of events both in Jova and in Somdh ‘‘Africs: has:
driven them in the same direction. They therefore -
accept the inevitable and seek to take in the half-easta. -
When ik is asked, in what way General Hertvogh
‘native policy’ will distinguish: between the - .coloured -
peaple and the Bautes, it may he briefly stated that the -
Colour Bar Bill, preventing certain eolasses from em- :
ployment as skilled lsbourers, wilt be applied ta the -

-Bantns, but not to the half-castes. Thus, on the econe--

mie plane, they will be taken within the ranks of *white
labonr'; the game is troe also of the franchise. Genmerad -
Hertzog to deprive the Bantus altogether of the
franchiee. On the other hand, ke wishes, as far ag
posgible, to admit the eoloured or half-easte people #nto
the same franchise ag the ‘white.’ cL e
If it be asked whether the Indian will suffer the same
fate as the Bantu, the answer woald probably be ‘‘yes. *
Both economically end . politically, - nothing wﬂ}y'e;a .
allowed to the Indian that is refused to the Bantu. Yor'
it has beceme an axiom with every nationalist o Sputh °
Africa, that the Indian fs an ‘sHepr’; and therefore the °
Indiar must not receive any preferential treatment over -
tl.lhe Bantae, who belongs tw South Africa as his ancestraf -
ome, T
General Hertzog’s sccond suhstantive propasal fn
framing his native policy ia the political a:ll,ifo economic
segregation of the Banta on the basis of land eitlemenf, -
Within the laad ares feserved for the Bantn races, fhe
European is to be, in a sense, penalised, He will pot ha
permitted to bay land, or to yote jn the Banfy. Conpgile,
or to start his own in&nstries. On the other hand, the
Banca ia to be penalised, within the .white man’s land
area, in the mauner we have alr noticed, T
There is nothing new ia this proposal of matn Tém
gation,  Bus whab i reall siribing is the panite romee
that General Hertzog has made againsgt the narmow
limitation of the land azee elready regerved for the Bantn
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races, He proposes to increase what are called the
‘native reserves.’ g
(i) by allocating fresh reserves, in parts of South
Africa very thinly inhabited by white people, baying out
the whites. ‘ CL
(ii) by enlarging the boundaries of the present re-
- parves, allowing (with special safegnards for the whites)
the purchase of contiguous land. . ‘

" In this part of bis ‘native policy,’ General Hertzog
has the whole-hearted eupport of all thosa who are
gincerely interested in the welfare of the Bantn races.
It points to the folfilment of much for which they have

" pleaded in vain ever since the earlier proposals of land
demarcation in 1918.

. Liet me repeat now, for emphasis, that in the economi-
cal sphere, the Bautn races, after segregation has taken
place, are to be discouraged in every possible way from
taking up skilled occupations within the ‘white’ area.
The Coloar Bar Bill will prevent that. On tha other
hand, they are to be enconraged to take up skilled work
within their own land areas. In the same way, in the
political sphere, the franchite within the ‘white’ area is
to be taken away, but on the other hand the Bantu races
are to be encouraged in every way to vote freely and to

found ‘native councils' within their own areas, As @ -

link of connection between the Bantm and white, reven
Enropeans are to be eelected to mt in the South African
Union Assembly to represent the Bantu races, They are
not to take patt in any business except that affecting the
Bantus.

It will be noticed bow at every point in this ‘native
policy’ -of (enersl Hertzog the colonred or half-caste
people are definitely kept out of the Bantn areas and con-
fined to the white areas. They are to retain their votes
in the Cape Province, which the Bantus are obliged to
forfeit. They are to be allowed to enguge in ekilled
labour in the gold mines and elsewhere, while the Bantns
are not to be allowed to do so. Thus, in every sense of
the word, the colonred or half-caste people are to be
bronght over on to the side of the ‘whites,’

"+ The Cape Malays are such a small body, and their
residence is so nearly confined to Capetown itself, that
they are fo be allowed to remain as they are, without loss
of any privilege. .

What, then, abont the Indians ? Tn the Cape Pro-
vince, where they barely number 6000, and are rapidly
inter-marrying with the Cape Malays, it is not unlikely
that little or no disturbance of existing arrangements
willoccur., In twenty years, there will hardly be any
‘Indian problem! Jeft in the Cape Province.

Butin Natal, the situation is quite different, For
here thére are 140,000 Indians, and their tenvre of exis-
ting rights has become o precarions, that within the last
three years they have lost their municipal feanchise and
have been twice threatened with complete segregation.
. Under the Asiatio Bill, whioh has been suspended only,

they were to beconfined to the 80 mile Natal coastal belt.
When the axiom of all nationalists (which I have quoted)
is remembered, namely, that no Erivilege is to bo given
to them, as aliens, which is withheld from the indigenous

antn races, the proapect is not bright. They cenuct be
“treated in Natal Jike the Cape Malays in Capetown, be-
canse their numbers are far greater, and their inflaence
is stronger also. The attempt will obviously be ‘made
once again to segregate them, for that wonld be more in
accordance with General Hertzog’s own ‘native policy’
itself, There will also be no chance whatever, us things
go at present, of any recovery of the franchise.

While, therefore, the euspension of the Asiatic Bill has
afforded a breathing-space for mutual consultation and
for the exploring of all possible loop-boles of escape from
a dilemma, which apparently will become more and more
inescapable ag time goes ou, yet the prospects are not
bright for the futare, '

General Hertzog's ‘native policy,’ which I have out-
lined above, is that which he put forward tentatively last
year. During the month of June, he has formally pre-
sented it to the South African Parliament and has
entered more into detail. From the cable news which

hus already reached ca, there has been no modification of
importance aud the Indian side of the ‘policy’ has been
left out altogether. Though the fnll news of General
Hertzog’s enanciation of his ‘policy' may modify, here
and there, some things that I bave mentioned above, 1
am afraid that the general pictare that I have drawn
will remain substantially troe, and both for Indians and
for Bantus the prospect of scaregntion i3 imminent.

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[ By M. K. GanpnAr]

VIL. A Tragedy (Contd)

So.tpe doy came. It is ditlioult to describe my
condition fully, There was on the one hand the
zeal for reform, and the novelty of eiriking a mo-
mentons departare in life. Thore was on the other
the shame of hiding like a thicf to do the thing. I
cannot say which of the two swayed me. We went
in search of a lonely spot on the river, and there I
saw for the first tine in my life,~meat, There wns
baker's bread nlso. I relished ueither. The ment
was a8 hard as leather. I simply could not eat it
I was sick and bad to leave off esting,

1 bad a very bad night after it, I bad no sleep,
I had all sorts of nightmares,—~now I would feel as
though there were a live gont inside me bleating
piteously, then I would sturt up, full of remorse and
then again remind myself that mcat-eating wns a
duty oud cheer up agnin! And the friend was not
a man to give in easily. He now began to cook
various delicacies of meat and dress them neatly. .
And for dining, no longer the soolnded spot on the
river, but o State house with fts dining hall, tables’
and ohairs, about which the friend had mude
arrantgements in collugion with the ‘ohiefs' there.
And this bait had its eflect. I got uver my dislike
for bread, forawors my compussion for the goats and
became & relisher of meat-dishes, if not meat itsolf,
This went on for abount n year, not more than half »
dozen meut feasis having been enjoyed in oll. Be-
canse the State house was not availuble every day
and there wus the obvious difticulty about preparing
expensive savoury meat-dishes avery now and then.
I had no money to pay for this reform. The friend
had therofore alwaya to find the wherowithal, I
have never known where he fonnd it. Buat find it
he did, because he was bent on making of me a
meat-eater, But even his means must have been
limitad, and hence these feasts hud nencssarily to be
few and far between.

How I Anjunep MEAT

Dinner at home was of coorge out of the question,
whenever 1 had the occasion to indulge in these
surreptitions feastsa. Mother would necessarily ask
wme to dinner and want to know the rengon why I
did not wont to come. I have no appetite to-day,
there ies eomething wrong with my digestion, I
would say to her. It was not without some com-
punction that [ fonnd theso pretoxts. I kaew T was
lieing and lising to Mother! I also knew thatif Mother
and Father came to know of my having become a
meat-eator they would be shocked to death. And
this knowledge wus gnawing at my vitala. I there-
fore said to myself : '[t is cssential to eat meat, nnd
also essontial to take up food reform in the country.
Bat deceiving and lying to father and mother is
worse than abstinenco from meat. In their life-time
therefore meat-eating is out of the guestion. When
they are no more and when I bave found my free-
dom, I shall eat ment openly, bat uatil that moment.
arrives I shall abstain from ft’' ‘I'his decision I
communicated to the friend and have never since
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gone back to meat. These parents never knew that
two of their sons had become meat-eatera&.

1 abjured meat out of the pnrity of my desire not
to lie to the parents but I did not abjure the com-
pany of my friend. My zeal for reform proved my
awn pitfall and 1 did not even so much as know of
it.

AT A BROTHEL

The same company would have led me into iaiq:-
lesgness to my wife. But I was saved by the skin
of my teeth. The friend once took me to a_hrothel.
He sent me in with the necesrary instructions. It
was all pre-arranged. The bill had already_' been
paid. I went into the jaws of sin, but God in His
infinite mercy protected me sgainst myself. I was
almost strock blind and dnmb in this den of sin.
I sat near her on her bed, but I was tongue-tied.
She naturally lost patience with me, and showed me
the door, with abuses and insults, I then felt as
though my manhood was injored and wished to sink
into the ground for shame. Bat I have ever gince
given thanks to God for baving saved me. X

1 can recall four more similar incidents in my life,
and in most of them my good Inck rather than any
effort on my part saved me. From a strictly ethical
point of view all these occasions must be regarded
as moral lapses. Because the carnal desire was there
and it was as good as the act. But from the com-
mon man's point of view a man who is saved from
falling into actual sin is regarded as saved. And I
wag gaved only in that semse. There are some
actions from which an escape isa godsend both for
the man who escapes, and for those about him.
Man s soon as he gets back his consciousness of
right is thankfal to the Divine mercy for the escape.
As we know that 2 man often succumbs to tempta-
tion, however much he resists it we also Jmow that
good lnck often intercedes and saves him in apite of
himself. How all this happens,—~how far 2 man is
free and how far a creature of circumstances, how
far free will comes to play and where fate enters on
the stene—is all a mystery and will remain a
mystery. -

But to go on with onr story, Even this was far
from opening my eves to the viciousnees of the
friond’s company. I therefore had many more
bitter draughts in store for me natil my eyes were
actually opened by an ocular demonstration of some
of hia lapees quite unexpected by me. But of them
later, a8 we are now proceeding chronologically.

A JEALOUS HUSBAXND

One thing, however, I must mention as it pertaina
to the mme period. One of the reasons of my
differences with my wife was undoubiedly the com-
pany of this friend. I was both a devoted and a
jealous husband, and this friend fanned the flame of
my suspicions about my wife., I never ¢could doubt
the veracity of my friend. And I have never for-

gotten myself the violence of which I have been .

guilty in having often pained my wife by acting on
the information of this friend, Only a Hinda wife
tolerates these hardships and that is why I have re-
garded womsan as an incarpation of toleration. A
servant wrongly suspected may throw up his job, a
son _in the same case may leave his father’s roof, and
1 gne.nd may put an end to the friendship. The
wife if sbe suspects her husband, will keep quiet,
but if tbe husband suspects her she 8 done
for. Whereisshe to go ? A Hindu wife may not
seek divoree in a law conrt. Law has no remedy for
her. And I can never forget or forgive my bhaving
dfiyen her to that desparation. The canker of us-
?lcvi)ln_:m; rooted on% only when I understond 4himsa
in all its bearings, I understood then the glory of
bramhacharya and realised that the wife isgno?the
husband’s bond-slave, bat his companion and help-
wats und an equal partner {1 all his joys &nd
1arrawa=p) fre A9 the huaband 19 choosy im path;

Whenever I think of those dark days of doubts and
suspicions, ] am filled with loathing of my folly and
my lustful cruelty and I deplore my blmdh devotion

to my friend. P

From information gathered by Reuter in official
circles (Johannesburg), the Government is under-
stood to be sympathetic to appeals for the St.ata oon-
trol of the rents of shops and business premises, and
an amending Bill to the Rents Acts of 1920 and
1921, providing for the control of shope’ rents, may
be introdnced in the Union Parfimnent early next
Session. Interviewed by a representative of the élar,
the Secretary of the League of Shops and Business
Tenants, said that he was not in a position to con-

firm, or deny, the report, but he expressed the view -

that there were indications of the introduction: of:
such a Bill by the Minister of Justice at.an early;
date. “But,” raid the Secretary, “the League will
require something more definite than mere promises
this time. The Minister of Justice may rest amm_'ed*
that a number of landlords are actunally charging

reasonable rents in Johannesburg, but that raqk-rent-‘
ing is not by any means confined to Indisns-in_
Pretoria. “The rack-renter knows neither creed nor”

colour.” :
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