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NOTES AND NEWS

DDRESSING a meeting at Machadodorp a few
days ago Mr. Tieltnan Roos once again made
himeelf heard on the Asiatic question. He is

reported to have said that if no solution on the gues-
tion is reached at the forthcoming Conference he,
for one, held that those Asiatics whom it +was
poasible to repatriate, shonld be repatriated, after
payment of compensation. Others remaining here
should be placed in Bazaare where they owuld be
allowed totrade with ench other.—In other words,
to stew in their own juice. We marvel at Mr.
Roos’ sense of justice. -

Speaking at Lydenburg “The Lion of the North,”
a8 Mr. Roos is described by lLis supporters in the
" Transwaal, is reported to have said it wonld be their
.own fault if they allowed the Indians to remain in
the country to the detrimnent of the white popnula-
tion.
Indians in the Transvaal and elsewhere in the
Union would ba made harmless. and the cnuntry
would be made safe for the Earopeans auod their
children, so ensuring a white South Africa for the
future.

Speaking at Brakpan Mr. R. B. Waterson, M.L.A.,

is reported to have eaid there had been a gréat deal

-of hypocrisy with regard to the Colour Bar Bill. The
raypecrisy had, in many cases, been of an unconecious
Yype, but ‘in other cases it kad been deliberate.
Some sections of the community had declared them-

selves against 2 colour bar, yet the same people,

from the public platform bad arged the elimination
of the Asiatia. Why should they do this, and at
the same time oppose a coloar bar caleulate 1 to assist
the workers ? “The churches have oppnsed it on
ethical grounds,” proceeded Mr, Watersto. “May

1 ask how long you would tolerate a black minister

preaching to a white congregation? And how

wonld yon like to see Mr. Mrz Jim Fish sitting

thera ? Is there no cnlour bar ? Those people who

talk against it actnally advocate it every day in

every walk of life.” He added that in a country

like South Africa there must be a colonr bar if

they did not want to see the white race submerged.

Perhaps Mr. Waterson will prepare a new Bible

for his followers for the existing Bible teaches them

. quite differently !

A facl that is causing much consternation” in the
minds of the English-speaking loyalists of Durban
is the peaceful penetration, not of Asiaties this time,
but of the Dath element, The Nalal Mercwry has
given some startling figaree from the Parliamentary
voters’ roll. Under the old roll, which was in force
at the time of the advent of the Pact Government,
Dutch voters in Darban numbered only 493. To-
day they number no fewer than 1,029, .

. The statement below éivea the Dutch vote
in the various Dnrban constituencies when the
old roll was compiled in Jan. 1923, ecompared with

7N\

The Government wonld ree to it that the -

the new and snpplementary rolls, which were .
framed in Jun. 1925, and June 1926, respectively :—

Old.(l)'oll Newﬂr;oll
Berea ... e v 4
Central -.- 45 115
Greyville . - 145 297 .
Point  --- 03 162
Stamford Hill ... 70 107
Umbilo .- w106 - 272
498 1,029

And the seriousness of the recent influx of Datch-
speaking voters to the English-speaking majority is
not reflected entirely by the actoal figures which
we have procured, says the paper, for it ’is beyond
doubt that every male voter who has come to Natal
has brought with him his family, which "has meant
that many additirnal poor whites have been intro-
doced to add to the heavy burden carried by the
cha.ritieP in the larger towns especially Darban, The
ganeral feeling, the paper goes on to say, is that
strong action shonld be taken to stem the tide, net
only for economic reasons, but uleo political reasons,

- in that the flooding of the larger centres of Natal

with persons of “anti-British and Republicai sym-
pathies simply means ultimately loyalist communi-
ties will find their position hopelessiy undermined.

In a manifesto which accompanied a notice of a
concert held in the Darban Town Hall last Taeaday
by the Zula Unpion Choir the organisers assérted
that Natives were as deeply porturbed as loyal
Enropeans regarding the proposal to dslete the
Union Jack from the Flag of South Africa. The
manifesto had tha following words - -~ Under
that Flag the Nativea have enjoyed justice and’
sympathy, and they want no other flag. During
the War they dil all in their power to demonstra:e.
their love of the Empire over which the Union Jack
flies, and that love has not wuned,” How wé wish
these sentiments were from within their hearts !

According to a message from Pretoria the Iadian
Government has invited the Union Government to
send over a deputation to India to confer on matters )
connected with the Asiatic qnestion in Soath Africa,
and the Union Government Las accepted the invita-
tion. The Cupe Times states that this meang that a
deputation from the Union is to go over-to India to
learn something ahont [inlian ¢onditions. A formal
confereuce between: thé Unisn and Indian Govern-
ments, it is anderstood, will take place in Capetown.
Mr. Baydell Minister of Laboar recently annoanced
that the Conference would be held in Pretoria dur-
ing December, ’ . E

Indiang in South Afrfea will deeply regret to
learn from a Reuter's message from Nairobi the sad
news of the death of Mr. M. A. Desai a prominen
Indian leader aud.a wember of the Keuya Le‘gist
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lative Council. Mr. Deeai visited England in 1023
a8 2 membor of the Kenya Indian Delegation. We
desply sympathise with our countrymen in Kenya
who have snstained & great loss by the death of Mr.
Desai and also with the bereaved family to whom
the loas ie irreparable, May the soul of the departed
rest in peace.

A Renter's message from Simla statee that the
Raj announces that the cooference which was
mutoally agreed npon by the Governments of the
Union of South Africa and India for exploring all
possible methods of settling the Asiatio question in
South Africa will meet in Bouth Africa in December.
Tt is also stated that the actunal date and place of the
meeting are atill the subject of correspondence.

The Right Hon. Earl Winterton {Under-Secretary
for India), in moving the India Estimates in the
House of Commons last Tunesday is reported by
Reuter to have said that a year ago the gnestion
of the Indizus in Sonth Africz had reached a critical
- ptage, and opinion-in India and among Indians in
South Africa was excited aud alarmed. The whole
gitnation, however, had changed as the result of a
depatation sent to South Africa by the Indian Gov-
ernment, and & oconference was to be held between
the two Governments at the end of the year “to ex-
plore all poasible methods of arriving at an amicable
solntion of a most diffienlt probl m.” The Govern-
mnentof India, said Lord Winterton, was to be con-
gratulated on the ability and patience with which it
had eondncted the prolonged negotiations. These
qualities, with the conciliatory spirit displayed by
the Union Government, bad ultimately made
possible the meeting of a conference to discuss the
whole problem. Whatever the resnlt of the con-
ference, it wounld at least meet in & far more reason-
_able atmosphere than until recently seemed possible.

v

WEATHER-COCK ? .

£1=HE Union Government has alwnys ected like
' the weather-cock with tha Indinns. As the
weather-cock turns according to the direc-
tion in which the wind blows so does the Uaion
Qovernment turn as it suits its requirementa
When pressure is brought mpon it from the Indisn
gide the Ministers will make utterances Iavourable
to the Indian; when taken to task by their res-
pective constituencies or the parties they repre-
sent they will speak in fuvour of their party views
and against the Indian. Au announcement which
can be 8o described has been made by Mr. Thomas
Boydell, Minister of Labour at the National ‘Coun-
¢il of the South African Labour Party which raet
last Sunday at Durban. Making a statement on
the Asiatic question Mr. Boydell is reported to
have said that, 3t was made plain that the Union
Government bhad no intenfion of departing from
their expressed principles on the gnestion, but is
willing to consider any suggostion from the Indian
Government which might “ameliorate details in
the spplication of those principles ” .
We do not know how much importance should
be attached to this statement but sinee it comes
from & responsible Minister it must be taken as
t IF this be the correct interpretation of
the attitude of the Union Government in connection

with the proposed Round Table Conference it is
cortuinly most alarming and nejther the Indian
Government nor the Indian people would have ac-
capted the holding of such a Conference in snch cir-
cumstances. The acceptance of the Conference, ns we
understand it, has been oo honourable terms agreod
upon by both sides. Neither in the correspoadence
between the two G weraments, which pressde | the
snasuucement of the holding of the proprsed
Conference, nor in the statement made by the
Minister of the Iaterior in the Union Purlis-
ment when he moved the acceptanco of the
Se'lecf_: Comumittee Report on the Asiatio Bill, nor
even in the Report of the Select Commities whioh
recommended the holding of the Conference, no-
where, do we find it laid dowa by the Uaion
‘Govemment that ““it had no intention of depart-
ing from its expressed principles on the Asiatic
question but is willing to consider any
suggestiva from the ladinn Clovernmeat which
might umeliora’e details in the application of
those principles.” .

On the contrary, what appears in the terms
mutually agreed upon by both the Governments
is that, " the Government of [adia are prepared
to assist in exploring all poesible methoda of

-gettling the Asiatic question®” and that, “ the

Union Government have accepted the offer of the
Government of Indin and, in order to ensure that
the Conference should mest under the beat auspices,
have decided . . . . not to proceced further with
.the Aveas loservation Bill (Italics are ours.)
This would appear quite in conflict with what Mr,
Boydell suggests. If there is any change, of utii-
tude now as suggested by the Minister of Laboui
it would be well for the Union Governmerit to olear
the air by sa officild snaouncement. The im-
pression ia Todin and England regarding the
situation i8 quite clear from the snnouncement
made by the Government of Indin and the state-
ment by the Right Hon. Earl Winterton in the
Huse of Commons, The latter in the course of
his statement gnid, “the Goverament of Indis was
to be congratulsted on ihe ability and patience
with which it bad conducted the prolonged
negotiations, These qualities, with the -eoncilic-
tory apirit (italics are ugdn ours) displayed by the
Union Govarnment had aultimately made possible
the meeting of a conforence. . . . Whatever the
result of the conference, it would at least gest in
a far more favourable atmosphere than until re-
contly seemed possible,”

Mr. Boydell's statement of the (lovernment's
attitude certainly does not show a “conoilintory,
spirit; on the contmary, it shows a hostile spirit. We
only hone that the same conciliatory spirit in
which the Uovernment agreed to postpone the
Asiutic Rill snd to hald 3 Rownd Table Coo-
forence fo find an amioable solation to the whole
question will last till the end sand thus the favour-
able atmosphere created by that spirit will be
allowed to remain till the end.

Another matter which seems strange is that no
official announcement has yet been made by the
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Union Governmont either about the deputation
that is supposed to visit India to confer on matters
connected with the Asiatie guestiop, or of j{s per-
sonnel or the date of itadeparture. The only infor-
mation we have is that the Union Goverament has
accepted the invitation of the Indian Government;
and that too is nat official. No officiul gnrouynce-
ment has either been made sbout the proposed
Conference a3 to when or where it will be held.
The only official announcement made regarding
it is that by the Government of Indis, that the
Conference will meet in December. Mr. Boydell
in making the statement which is the subject of
this article annoanced that the Conferencs be-
tweent the Union and Indian Governments will he
held in Pretoris during December.

If this information is to be taken as official thea
the rest of Mr. Boydell's statement inust also be
representing the views of the Government. It is
to be hoped that the Government will put some
light on the matter and clear this unfortunate
confusion.

Validity Of The Boroughs
Ordinance

Natal Indian Congress Taking Steps

For a Test Case

The Boroughs Ordinance No. 19, 1924 of Natal,
88 will be remembered, disqualifies Indian rate-
priyers who were hitherto entitled to vote at Muni-
aipsl slectiond from doing so by soction 1 of Chapter
fonr which reads es follows :—

“Every person, male or femalo who, é/er alia,
being a mals, is entitled to be registered as a
parlismentary voter, or being a female, wonld
be entitled to he so registersd if she were &
male, shall be entitled to he enrolled as a
burgess and to vote at the election of Counecil-
lors ete.”

Although the Ordinance came into foree in August
1925, for some reason or other it was not applied o
Indians who were taken on the burgess roll as
ordinarily and henes the Indian commaunity had no
occasion to test the legality of the Ordinance,

This year, however, the Ordinance has been
applied to indians and no new names have been ad-
mitted on the roll and many old ones also vars feft
out, but thanks to the vigilenca of the Sacretaries of
t.he.Na.tal Indian Qongress they have been added
again.

As regards new names the name of Samuel Walter
Abraham, 83 Beatrice Street, Durban, occupier of
thepropertyhasbeenmdoateatmeby the Natal
Indian Congress Mr. Janion having applied for the
addition of the name to the burgess roll before the
Court of Appeal last Taesday.

Mr. P. C. Cochran, Senior Magistrate, who pre.
sided, was supported by the Mayor {(Conncillor T,
LHI. t't‘?‘i;adly), and the Deputy-Mayor (Comncilior J.

u
W Mr. Janion described this as a test g liea

‘I do not think the Court,” he gaid, “has ‘::;y ::12&
to deal with the legal side of what I may term the
disqualification clanse which makes it nocessary for
a bargess, as well g2 being an owner or ocenpier, to
have a Parliamentary vote, #0 I ask the Court to take
the evidence of this man and then give a decigion so
that the matter may go to the Supreme Cloury,

The Mayor : 1s he entitled {0 be registered as 8
Parliamentary vger ?
Mr. Janion : No.

Has application beon made to the Estates Manages
for the inclusion of his name and been refased.
—Yes,

Mr, O'Mears, for the Corporation, said it was com-
mon cause, and it was admitted by Mr. Janion that
the man was not entitled to be registered as a Par-
liamentary voter, and he suggested that the a._p_phf
cation form be accepted as evidence ihat the man
had applied to bave his name on the roll T

Mr. Janion argned that the Provipcial Gonncil
had not the right to impose this additional disquali-
fication, and, in reply to the Senior Mz_lgmlnto’n
querry, admjtted that Abraham was an Indian. He
wanted the Court to refnse the application because
the applicant was not entitled to be 3 Parliamentary
voter, !

it waa conceded that the applicant’s name was aot
on the roll on Jnly 1, 1924, '

Mr. Cochyan intimated the Conr¢ refpsed the -
application on the ground that he was no} entitled
to be registered as a Parliamentary voter.
co'l'homﬂar-wi]lnow be taken bhefore the Supreme

Sir Thomas Smartt on Colour -
Bar Bill :

Blot Op The Statyte Book

In the course of a speoch at an enthusiastic ‘meet~
ing held at Alice (Cape) recently under the auspices -
of the Sonth African Party, Sir Thomas Smartt
dealt in vigorous terms with the Colour Bar Bill.
‘We reproduce below the report of his speech which
we have no doubt will be read with interest hoth
here and in India especially by those who hold
similar views on the guestion a3 does the hon. Mr.

‘The speaker described the Colour Bar Bill ag a °
biot on the Statate Book of the country, which he .
hoped would be removed af the earliest possible
moment. The policy of preventing any xran, ne.
matter what the coloar of his skin might be, to rise
in the soale of civilisation was unjust, and they were
net going to preserve the dominance of the white -
race by auy such means.  The natives had no other
country but this, and to put such a ban on their
progress was both wrong and anfair, and was neither
in the interest of the country nor the Eoropean po-
pnlation. Much of the development of Sonth Africg
was dae to the native people, whose bone and
sinew had developed our harbours, vailways and’
irrigation works, and if the security of the Enropean.
race depended on the policy of repression of the:
sort favoured by the Government, then all he could
say was “God help South Africa” The policy was
dead agsinst the interests of the country and was nn-
worthy of a ﬁ:heemmg ra‘ee.‘:’f thHe the-
Ineasure as one curses e Pact, and
the assurance that it would never be extend;is tt:
the farmers, he could only say that it was on the'
Statute Book, and the whim of any Minister might
make it applicable to either the plough or the reap-
ing machine. If the natives were disturb equally
80 were the white races who saw the spirit and co-
operation horn at Union being broken down,

Secession Question

Many strange things had taken place Iately, and
though they had once been told that secomaion wag
dead, they now heard that the Republican issue wag
not only very much alive, but that Mr, Tielman

Rooa was to be the first President, (Langhter.) Al]
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he could say was that Mr. Roos was playing a
dangerons game. He (the speaker) thought how-
over that the country had its eyes open now and
saw the direcion in which things were drifting,
and that a great change was taking place. The
South African Party had alwaye stood for racial re-
conciliation, nnity and co-operation, and he was
convinced that after the next election General
Smuts would be once more at the head of the nation,
leading its destinies to a brighter future than they
saw to-day.

A vote of confidence in Sir Thomas Smartt was
nosnimously adopted.—Renter.

Indians in Australia
" Mahatma Gandhi writes in Young India :—
“An Indian settler of Australia saye in the course
> of a lotter : “We can't get work of any kind here
in Australia. We are charged the same rates as
British. We can’t got a rebate on our rates as the
latter, but have to pay our full share no matter how.
We try to get work; the answer is: ‘No work for
black people.” Only Australians or other white
-races employed. Even our own little block of land
we have to put in another man’s name to hold for
us a8 trustee’ If he is honest it is alright. If
otherwise, well, goodbye to your land ag it is alt
Miners’ Rights in this part of the country. They
say all people get the same fair treatment. Not we
poor Indians. We can starve here before the Bri-
tish will give-us a regular job or wages no matter
'l;l:ow claver yon are in any trade. You may be the
best engineer in Australia, but you are no better.
tNo work for eoloured people,
“When. astri came to Anstralia he +was only
shown the show part got up for the ocoasion. They
ever told him the hardships we had to put up
with. Hoe took with him the impression that every-
thing was all right. The few people he met in Perth
city were mostly Beer Bottle collectors and a few
cooks among thom. He did not see the real hard-
working class, camel and donkey tearns away out
baek in 2 blazing hot country two or three days
without water. No, he never came inland. So
how was he able to speak for all people? He went
away taking a wrong impression of us Indians here
in Oat-Back distriet. If we did not grow a few
vegetables and kawk them we would die of starva-
tion, a8 we cannot get any help at all from the
Australians.” The correspondent sends too the ori-
- ginal letter received by him in reply to his mining
. application from the Registrar, Mines Department,
which I copy below :
“With reference fo your letter of the 3lst ultimo,
I would avise you that we are mnable to issue
Miners’ Rights to persons of Indian race.” This
letter is an eye-opener. It was thooght that in
Australia there was no racial discrimination against
those Asiatics, who had settled there, But the
oorrespondent’s letter, fortified as it is with an
__original letter from the Mines Department, leaves
no room for doubt. ' '

Segregation In Kenya

Colonial Secretary’s Unjust Decision

(BY “ INDIAN CoLoNIisT ™)

Mombasa, May 19.
It was on the 23rd Junly 1923, that a preposater-
ous docament known as the “Kenya White Paper™
which sealed the fute of Indians in Kenya, was
made pablis. It was condomned by the East Afri-
can lndian National Congress held at Mombasa in
the beginning of 1924 under the Prosidentship of
Mrs, S8arojini Naidu, A resolntion asking the Kenya
Indiane not to'pay the Poll Tox till the contents of
the said Kenya White Paper wero roversed was
passed and it is well known how the Kenya Indians
carried ont the eald resolution, At that time Pandit
Benarsi Das Chatorvedi and Shrignt Vaze Editor of
the Ssroani of Indin of Poona were presont and could
bear testimony to the feeling of resentment of
Konya Indians in carrying ont the said resclution,
The whole world knew the injustice that was done
by that infamons White Paper. ’

Segregating The Indians

Now the Secretary of State, looking for a chance
when the Kenya Indinns are quiot as regards the
Kenya White Paper has, it appears, taken the ad-
“vantage and decided to bresd the germa of segregn-
tion in the Township areas on the Mombasa Island,
the gateway of Kenya, perhaps at the instance of the
white elique whick controls the Convention of
Asgociations and the Reform Purty of which Lord
Delamere is the Ring-Leador, who owns abont
twenty-thousand acres of land in this Colony and
who is alwaya anxioua to see under the false pre-
tence of Trusteeship of the Natives that the Natiwes
of this Colony are to be kept as murt hewers of
wood and drawers of wator, How the, Secretary’ &£
State has decided to segregute the Kenya Indiamgs
will be clear from the first paragraph of a lett.él}:
written by the Commissioner of Lands, Nairobi,
the Acting Land Olficer, Mombaen, which reads:
“The Secretary of State lius now agreed that the sale
of plots (residential) cannot legally be unrestricted
but must be confined to Europeans only.” (This
refers to oertain residentinl areas on the seaside.)

One is at & loss to understand how the Secretary
of State has come to this decision in spite of the
definite decision of His Mnjesty's Government con-
tained in Clanee No. 7 of tho Kenyn White Paper,
which runs :—Following npon Profesior Simpson's
report a policy of segregation was adopted in prin-
ciple and it wus proposed by Lord Milner to retain
this policy both on sanitary and social grounds, so
far as the commerecial arvea i concerned. It has 91-
ready been generally agreed that this should be dis-
continued, Bat in regard to the residential segro-
gation matters have been in suspense for some time
and all sales of Township plots have been held up
panding the final decision on the question of prin-
oiple involved. It j8 now the view of competent
Medical authorities that as a sonitation measure
gogregation of Europeans and Asistics is not abso-
lutely essential for the preservation of the hanlt:h of
the community, the rigid enforcement of sanitary,
police and building regulations without any mcml
discrimination by the Colonial and Municipal
anthorities will enfice. It may well prove that in
practice the differont races will by a natural affinity
keep togetber in separate quarters, but to effact such
gegregation by legislative enactment, except on the

" gtrongest sanitary grounds would not, in the opinion

of His Majesty's Governinent be jugtiﬁnhle. They
bave therefore decided that the policy of segregn-
tion as between Earopeans and Asiatica in the
Township areas must be abandonod.” o
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Going Back On His Word

No one would have known this decision of segre-
gating the Indiane had Mr. A. B. Patel, Barrister-at-
Law, the Indian Member, on the District Gomml_ttee
not put several questions regarding the eondiho.ns
of mle of the proposed residential plots. The chair-
man of the District Committee, being questioned by
Mr. Patel, amongst other eonditions stated that Eu-
ropeans only shall hid for the said plots and that
non-Earopeans shall not be allowed to live in the
buildings erected thereon,

It should not be forgotten that hitherto the Loeal
Government tried ite ntmost to harass the Indians.
Now it seems the Secretary of State wants to tske
up that mission. He is now perhaps anxions to see
that instead of justice, injustice is done to Kenya
Indians, Otherwise how could he have come to
suck a decision, knowing well that there is no
enactment, or law which wounld compel him to do
#0? In this conmeclion one wust not forget that
the non-segregation policy was the only item that
was then supposed to have been favourably decided
by His Majesty's Government and now the Secre-
tary of State is, it is clear, going back upon the
promises and assurances then given to the Indian
community and is treating the White Paper with
contempt. What a tremendons and unbesrable re-
sentment this unjust and inequitable decision has
caused amongst Kenya Indians ome conld only
reslise after personal experience. )

This ig the first question of ita type where His
Majesty’s Government have tried to go back upon
their former promises, Therefors it is the duty of
every Indian, be he a Moderate, a Swarajist or &
staonch Non-co-operator to make this question of
8segregating the Indians by the Secretary of State his
own and to fight it ont to a finish, Mrs, Sarofini
Naidn, Pandit Benarsi Das and Mr. Vaze, I hope,
would spare no efforts on their part to see that the
decision of the SBecretary of State is reversed and
Justice is done to Kenya Indiang, Woald not the
loving Mother extend her helping hand to her
zggre;ed children in Kenya Colony ?— Bombay

‘onicle,

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth -

[Br M. K. GANDHI_]
II. Childhood

I must have been abous Beven when my fathep
left Porbandar for Rajket to be a member of the
Rnjasthanic Conrt, There I wag put to a primary
neh091, and [ can well recollect my days there in.

zem.- b{h no:]:. I
uring this short career, lied either to
or to my school mates, I nsed to be vermyy lﬂlﬁe;cl;;r(:
avoided all company. My books and my lessons
Were my sole companions. To be at school at the
stroke of the hour and to ran back home as goon ag
the school closed, —that was the daily habit, ) |
wpuld literally run back, as scarcely liked to tall

po'}:‘; fun at me.

ere iu_ an incident which occarred at exami
tion time in wy first year at the High Schogl wh?ct
is worth recording, Mpr, Gileg, the.then Educational
Inspsotor, bad eoms on & vhlt of inspootion, -Be

had set us five words to write, as a spelling-exercise,
One of the words was ‘kettle’. I bad mig-spelt it.
The teacher tried to prompt me with the point of
his boot but I wonld not be prompted. It was be-
yond me to see that the teacher wanted me to copy
the spelling from the neighbour'’s alate._ For 1 }md
thought the teacher was there to supervise us against
copying. The result was that all the boys, except
myself, were found to have spelt all the words
correctly. Only I bad been stupid. The teacher
tried later to bring the stupidity home to me, bat
without effect. I never could learn the art of ‘copy- .
in " P
ind yet the incident did not in the least diminish
my respeet for the teacher. For I was by nature
blind to the faunlts of elders. I later came to kmow
of many another failing of this teacher’s, but my re-
gard for him remained the same. For I had learnt
to carry out the elder’s orders, not to scan their
actions. :

Two other incidents of the same period ]_mve'
always clung to my memory. Asa rule I disliked
to do any reading beyond my echool books, The .
daily lessons had to be dove, becanse I disliked alike
being taken to task by the teacher as deceiving him,
1, therefore, would do the lessons but often without
mymind in them. Thus when even the lessons
could not be done properly there was, of course, no
question of any extra reading. But somehow my
eyes fell on a book purchased by my father. Tt was
“Shravana Pitribhakti Nataks” (a play about Shra-
vans’s devotion to his parents.) I read it with
intense interest. There came to our place shout the
game time itinerant show-men. One of the. pictures
| was shown was of Shravana carrying by means of
& yoke, his blind parents on a pilgrimage. The book
and the pictare left an indelible impression on my
mind. ‘Here is arl ‘example for you to copy’ I eaid
to myself. The agonised liment of the parents over

- Shravana’s death is still fresh in my memory, The

melting tane moved me deeply and I played it on
8 concertina my father had purchased me. = . .
There was similar incident connected with another
play. I had, sbout this very time, secured my
father’s permission to see a play performed by a
certain dramatic company. This play—"Haris.
chandra”—captured my heart. ' I wonld not be tired
of seeing it. But how often wonld T Dbe permitted
to go? Tt baunted me and. I muat have acted
“Harischandra” t0 myself times withont huniber,
‘Why should not all be trathful like Harischandra ?*
was the question I asked myself day and night. To-
follow trath and to go through all the ordeals Harip. .
chandra went through was the thing I Jearnt. I
literally believed in the story of Harischandra, The
thought of it all has often made me weep. My com-
monsense tells me to-day that Harischandra could
not bave been a historical character, Bat for me -
both Harischandra and Shravana are living realitios
and I am sure I would be touched as before if I were
to re-read these plays to-day. ) '

1L Child Marriage

Much as I wish not to have to write this' chapter,
I know that I will have to swallow many sach bitier
draughts in the courge of this narrative, And I can-
not do otherwige, if T claim to be & worshipper of
Truth. Itis my painfal duty to have to record
here my marriage at the age of thirteen., As I gee
the youngsters of the same age about me and under
mycareandthinkofm,yma.rﬁage,laminolined to
pity myself and to congratulate the youngsters for
their having escaped my lol. I ¢an 88 10 moral’
argument in support of sach an unconscionsly early
marriage. B

Let the reader mske no mistake. I Wes married,
not betrothed. For in Kathiawad, there are two dis.
Unot rites—betrothal and marringe, Betrothidl fs g .
Mautual promise én the pary of the parefits of the
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b6y dfd fhe girl fo marry thein, aud ig not ind
violshlé. The death of the boy entails no widow-
hood onl the gifl: It ie an agreement purely be:
tweet parents and the thildren have nd concemn
Fitk it. I ivas betrothed thrice 18 turn though I do
64 khoW when: I wae told that two girls chosen
{07 vire diéd ig turn, and ¥ infer thevefromh that I
wis bétrothed thrice. I have a faint recollection,
Ktivever, that thé third betrothal took place in my
sevohith year, But1 do not recollect having been
fiiformed of it: In the present chapter I am talkiog
Abott iy markisge of which I havd the dearest te-
collection. '

1t will bé Fémdinberéd that we wers three brothérs.
Thé &ldest was alteady married. The alders decided
t6 tidrry ¥ second biothier who wiad two or thred
yeard ¥n¥ senior, & cousin possibly a year senior, and
li:id.iflnai the gime Hige. In this there wis nd
fhought 6f our welfare, iinch less our wishes, It
was_purely o question of their conveniente and

&coflomy: .
A HIWDU MARHIAGE

Marriage among Hindps is no joke. The parents
-of the bride and the bridegrooms often bring them-
gelvés to ruin over it: They waste their time:
Months are taken up in preparing for it—in making
clothes and ornaments and preparing budgets for
dinners:. Each trias to beat the other in the number
and variety of conraes to be prepared. Women,
whether thoy have # voice or no, sing themselves
hbsrse, evenr get 111, and distarb the peace of their
neighbours: These in their turn quietly put up
with all the tarmoil and bustle, all the dirt and
filth Tepresenting the remains of those dinners, be-
cdnee thiéy know that a time would come when they
gleo would be behaving no better. ) . _

Better, thought my elders, have all this bethey at
one and the same time rather than thrice over. Eg‘eem
expbnse and greater eclat. For money counld be
_freely spent a8 it has to bp spont once instead of
thrice. My father and my vncle were both old, snd
we were the last children they had to marry, and it
ia likely that they wented to have the last best time
of theit livea, In view of all these considerations
a tripls wedding was deoidecL npon, and as I have
daid before; months were taken up in preparation
for ity . : )

Only the preparatibns gave us scent of the coming
‘evedts . ¥ do not think the event meant to me any
pore thard o prospect of good clothes to wear, of
drtims beating; of marriage procession, rich dioners,
and of gotling a straunge girl to play with, The
cirnal Gesire cams in later. I could, if I wished;
desdribe hore the process of its growth. But the
reador should forego sll curlosity on that behalf.
1 gropose to dtaw the curtain over my shame, ex-
cepting & fow details which are worth recording
and whieh I am coming to later. But even these
details have little to do with the centra] idea I have
kept before me in writing this story.

So my brother and I were both taken to Porbandnr
from Rajkot. Thévd Hré soidé amdsihg details of
the preliminarieg to the fingl drama—a. ¢. smearing
on with turmeria pastel all over the body—but I
mnst qmit them, .

A Mishap

¥ father was s Ditwdil, Yitt Heverthieless a setv-
ant anid 411 the iore 80 betause he wis iff the good
_ books of this Thakdte Satieb: The littef would not
)5t bir go hntl the ldst moment: And when Ld

g‘rd 86 56 brdered apecid] stagd toscHed for hidi; o
- dtictag the jodrney by two dayl, But—? The fates
had willed otherwide, Porbandat is 120 fisiles from
Rajkot,—a cart jonrney of five days. My father
diti ths Histitics in three but tlis codch toppled over

ifi thé tHird stags, atil He sustained severd injtiries:
Hg_cquib bhntiaged All ovér If MHis #nd our

 fiitevest it tht bustiesd wid kotia. bt ths derdiiotiy

had to be gobie through. For how oould the marriage
dates be changed. I forgot my grief over fathzgs
injuries in the childish revels of the wedding.

. L was devoted to my parents: But no Jess was I
devoted to the passions that flesh is heir to. I had
yet ta learn that all happiness and pleasares should
be sacrificed in devoted service of the parents. And
yet as thongh by way of punishment for my desire
for pleasures an incident {of which later) happoned
which has ever since rankled in my heart, Nish-
kulanand siogs ‘Renunciation of objects, with the
renunciation of desires is shortlived, try Lowever
you may.! And whenever I ging this song or hear
it sung, this bitter nntoward incident rushes to my
memory and makes me ashamed.

THE CBREMONIALS

_Fathet ptit 6n a brave front in spite of the injaries
diid took fall patt in the wedding. As I think of .
it; T éan even to-day call up to my mind's eye the
places where he sat as he went through the different
details of the ceremony. Little did I dream then
that one day I would be subjecting my fother'd
having married me as a child to severe striotures,
Evérything that day séemed to me right, proper and
plemsing. There was also the cagerness to get
married. And as everything that father did then
sttick e to be beyond reproach, the recollection of
these things is fresh in the memory. I can pleture
to inyself everi to-day how we smat on onr wedding
dais, how we performed the Saplapsdi how the
rewly ‘Wedded husbatid and wife put the awoe}
Kansnr into the thonths of each otlier, and how we
begzah to live togethet. Axd oh, that first sight | Two
jtinocerif ohildren all nutwittingly hurled themselved
into the 6denn of life. My brother's wife had
thorotighly toached me sont my behaviour ou the
firss ﬁi%ht. I do not know who had coached my
wife. I have never ssked her about It, ot am I
inclined to do 85 now. The readet may be stire that
we must have been o netvons to face each otlm:!$
We wate ctrtiinly too shy, How was 1. to talk o}
hier; ahd what ? The corobing would not cdrry e\

- far. But 'ho cosching i8 really necessary in sich
watters. The impressions of the former blrth Are
potent enough to make all conching superflons, We
gradually began to know each other, and speak
freely to each other: We were both of the same
age; But 1 took ho time in sssaming the authority
of » husband.

Bat of that in thé next.
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