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NOTES AND NEWS
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HE All India Congress Committee bas passed
the following resolution :—

“The Al India Congress Committee con-
gratulates the Government of India and the Union
Government upon the postponement of the Class
Areas Reservation Bill pending the deliberations

"~ of a conferenes between the Governmenta.

“The All India Congress Committee farther con-
grataolates the Sooth African Indian Deputation and
the Indiau settlers on the happy resalt of their
efforta.

“The All India Congress Committee tenders its
respectful thanks to Mr. C, F. Andrews for his great
sacrifice and for his energy and nndying hope and
faith without which the result 80 achieved wonld
have been impossible,

“ The All India Congress Committee while noting
the happy result of the Government of India’s
negotiationn go far, warns the public against slacken-
ing the effort on behalf of the Indian settlers of
South Africa and hopes that they will net rest until
the position of the settlers is placed on an hononrable
and satisfactory basis,

“The All India Congress Committee anthorises
the President to send a message of congratulations
to the Union Government for their having post-
poned the said Bill and having agreed to a conference

“ for the purpose of exploring possibilitiea of matis-

factory solution of the question.”

Dr. R. M. Nanji who bad recently been on a visit
to India has retnrned last Wedneeday per the s.s.
Karoa. 'We join his miny friends in according him
a hearly welcome, ‘ -

Mr._and Mrs. V. Lawrence celebrated thicir Silver-
We@dmg yesterday, We wish them both and thejr
family a long, happy and a prosperous life. ’

We note with pleagure says the Hindu (Madras),
that the Trade Union Congress of South Africa has
suggested to the All-India Trade Union Congress
the holding of a conference of the representatives of
both the organisations to consider the question of
Indians in Sonth Africa. Itisa very desirable move
fraught with far-reaching consequences, for nothing
conduces to better understanding than personal con-
tuct and frank and free discussion. It would be
well if Sonth African delegates are invited to come
over to I_ndia where the conference conld be held,
beeansen_l that case they would have an excellent
opportunity of ascertaining Indian views and know-
ing the country and its people. We wonld saggest
that thia conference should be held before the
round table conference meets, so that the delibera-
tions of the latter might be infloenced by the
friendly exchange of views and decisions of the ro.
Presentatives of lahour, The sabject of Indians in
the Union of course jnclndes the dieabilities im-
posed on them by the Colonr Bar Bill and we think
that perfect frankmess and desire to reach a settle-
ment should lead to the success of. the second for-
mal conferenca. . , ‘

A Reuter's message from Bombay dated July 9
states -— .

An illnstration of the changed feeling which has
been recently manifested in India is afforded by the
action of the Standing Committee of the B9mbay
Corporation in recommending the Corporation to
rescind a resolution passed in Oectober, 1923, for. the:
boycott of British goods as retaliation for Indians
grisvances in Sonth Africa and Kenya. The Com-
maittee urges that the Corporation should be enabled
to deal freely in the open market, and points out
that the political reasons for boycott have now been
removed.

In the course of an interview with the Associated
Press representative prior to his departure for
England from Colombo Mr, Eardley Norton is re-
ported to have langhed at the proposal to eliminate
the Union Jack in favour of an independent pational
flag as a huge joke which he thoaght was bound to
meet with ridicun} Pnd opposition before they counld

come to anything like a decision.

INDIANS AND THE COLOUR BAR ACT
ZTHE Hon.-Mr. Raza Ali, a member of the
Government of India Deputation that re-
cently visited the Union to gain first hand
information in connection with the position of Tn-
dians in this country has anpealed to Indians not_
to protest against the Colour Bar Bill recently
passed by the Univn Government in. the face of

. strong opposition not only from Indians and -

Natives but a very large number of prominent
Europeans as well as the Press other than the
Nationalist Press. The reason Mr. Raza Ali gives
for his appeal is that the Colour Bar Act s not a
legi~lative measure against. Indians and does not.
roention Asiatics or Indians at all. Mr. Raza Aliad-
mits however that the Bill empowers the Union
Government to fruine regalations prohibiting _the
grant of certificates of competency in certain -
occupations to the elasses’ other than those men-
tioned in the Act. Weure glad Mr. Raza Ali ad-
mits that but he is evidently satisfied with- the.-
assurance given by the Union Government that -
there is no presen. inteati~n o0a the part of the
Government of extending the regulations beyond
rendering certain regulations valid which were he,
by the Supreme Court to be not ¥alid. B ’
The Indian community in South Africa is cer-
tainly not prepared to fall in with the views .of
Mr. Raza Ali however sincere his intentinns may -
be. We think Mr. Raza Ali is etill Iac-ingin his
informatinn and experience abont the attitnde of
the Union Government towards Tadians. We ‘do
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not wish to contradict Mr. Raza Ai when be
speaks of the sincerity of General Herizog. But
the agsuranges given by General Bmuts when he
was in power were also on each occasion taken as
given in all eincerity, and have we not had bitter
experience of how those assurances were ful-
filled? And what guarantee have we that the
present assursnce will also not be fulfilled as in
the past. Besides, who can prevent the enforce-
ment of an Act already on the Statute Book.
Verbal assurances surely do not connt for much
when written assurauces have actually secen their
fate in the waste paper basket. Mzbatma
Goudhi has very clearly shown the futility of the
present assurances given by the Union Uovern-
ment in conneption with the Colour Bar Act in
his article reproduged in another column from
Young India. Mr. 0. F, Andrews is not the only
European whois 8o sivongly against the Colour
Bar Aot. There are very many eved in South
Africa who have strongly opposed the measure as
an upjust and jniquitons pieco of legislation, Alr.
Raza Ali's attitude seems therefore to be rajhar
surprising.

The Judien community will be wise in taking -

their lead from Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. C. F.
Andrews and reiterate “their protest against the
measure and ask for the question to be included
in the discussiops at the ensuing Round Table
Conferenca.

Valueless Assurance

Mr. M. K. Gandhi makes the following comment
on the Union Goevernment’s assnrances to the Indian
commupity in oonpection with the Mines and
. Works Amendment Aot :—

The Union Government have, the Government
of India te]l the pnblic in a commauynigne,
given the assurance that *there is no present
intention on the part of the Union @Government of
extending the regnlations beyond the position as it
exiated prior to the jndgment of the Trangvaal Pro-
vingial Divigion of the Supreme Court in the case,
Rex v Hildick Smith, when it was held that certain

' regnlations with reference to mines and works,
whieh have acinally been in force in South Africa

- gince 1911 and in certain provinces for many years
before that date, werg not valid under the sections
of the Act in terms of which they were promul-
gated.” -

The communique farther stutes “that the Govern-
ment of Indin have also been assured that shouid
any snch extension of the scope of these regulations
be contemplated in fnture, every reasonable opportu-
nity will be given toall parties in the Union interest-

. od in the matter to make representations.”

1 hold these two assurances to be simple camoun-
flage, .For the Unipn Government, in reply to ques-
tions in the Union House of Assembly, have been
repeatedly saying the same thing that they have
now told the Government of India, namely, that
they have no present intention of excceding the
scope of the regulations beyond the position t}:at.

* existed prior to the jundgment in question. The sling
of the new Bill lies in its enabling powers. It is
like the sword of Damocles hanging over the heads
of both the natives of South Africa and the Indian

gettlers, for, it can be made applicable to the latter .

precigely na the foymer. The Bill is, therefore, a8
insulting 28 it can possibly be made. Only it does
qot affect the wmaterial interests of the Indians as

much as the Class Areas Bill, not uss

good will on the part of the Onton %hv:nm?l: ::l:l{
becanse Indians a8 a rele do not take to labour,
skilled or anskilled, of the kind sontemplated pndec
the ()plour Bar Bill. They are better touched
materially through their trade and throngh restric.
tion of residential rights. And this is sought to be
accomplished by the Class Areas Bill which is to be

.considered by the Round Table Uonference, The-

Colour Bar Bill shows the mentality - i
Government and as the Times of Ind?x :ﬁnt;"po?,ﬂl‘:ﬂ
very properly enys in effect the acceptance by the
Union Government of the proposal for a Round
Table Conferenco is a mere courteous gesture.
I i not to be interpreted to mean a change in the
Umqn Government's angle of vision. And this de-
daction is further strengthened by the later in-
formation that in adumbrating his native poligy,
General Hertzog has made it clear that, whilst he is
prep_ared to allow limited representativn in the Union
Parliament to the natives and to the coloured people,
he will not allow any whatsoever to the Indian,
The result which the Z¥mes of Indis gorrespondent
rightly deduces in that the Indian, in the estimation
of General Hertzog, etands infinitely lower than the
native. In faot, he is to be tolerated till he can be
effaced from Bouth Africa as o necessary evil. The
Colour Bar Bill therefore cannot be isolsted from
the different acts of the Unlon Government. It
forms part of fta settlod policy and furnishes the
key to it.

Nor is the sscond assurance given by the Unfon
Government of the sligtest value, Is it any new
right that they have coneeded when they smy that
when the scope of the regulntions is extended every
reasonable opportnnity will be given to all parties in
the Unlon, interested in the matter, to make repre-
sentations especially when it 18 known to them that
reprosentations of Indians carry no voting force be-
hind them ¥ And, if the qualifying phrase jn the
cominunique means that parties ontside the Union,
that s, the Government of India or the Imperigl
Government will not be allowed even to make re-
presentations, surely the assumance is worse than
usaless, because, it is o vestriotion of which the
annpuncement has been made and not a oongession,

———

Colour Bar Bill

. Mr. Raza Ali’s Appeal Against Cry of Veto

Simla, Moy 29,

The Hou. Raza Ali in a statemont says :—"It is
not withont surprise that I have seen the statement
ijsaued to the Press by Mr. Andrews from Abhmeda-
bad yesterday. The Colour {lar Bill is not o legle-
lative menanre agninet Indiane. The fufl text of the
Bill is before me and does not mention the Asiatica
or Indians at all. True, it empowers the Union
Goverment to frame regulations probibiting the
grant of certificates of competenoy- in certain ocou-
pations Lo the slnases other then those mentioned in
the Bill. .

I am free to admit that the Unlon Government
will under the Bill have the power to extend such
probibitfon to onr people if it so deems necessary,
But is there any renson to snepect thot General
Hertzog who above everything else, is a sincere and
honeat statesman, and whose Government in the
words of Lord Athlone's tolegram on the 13th April
1926, “is guided by stncere desire and Intention to
co-oporste in finding a real and effective eolution of
the Indian problem,” will go agalnet the baslo
principle of the formula agreed upon between the
two Governments. To the best of my belief, and

" guch kuowledge of the intentions of Qeneral Hert-

zog'vAdovernment as I was able to have danring my
stay in Bouth Africa, I can say that the present
1
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Ministry is sincerely anxious not to offend against
Indian susceptibilities. - .
of Veto Inadvisable

I have no doubt that good-will and sympathy to-
wards India obtain in Sonth Africa to-day. Itis for
the Indian public and press to respond to them in
the same spirit. 1f we show our readineas to meet
the Sonth Africans in a reasonable manner, I am full
of hopes for the success of the coming Conference,
whether it is held in India or Sonth Africa. But to
invoke the Crown to put fts veto on the Colour Bar
Bill is certainly not the way calenlated to bring
about an atmosphere of mut::;lm trust u::nd goodv];nllﬁ
If there is one point more another on whicl
Sonth Africans are sensitive beyond description, - it
is what they call an sattempt at interference from
outside. In an extreme case like the Aress Re-
gervation Bill it 18 cur right to appeal to the
Sovereign to interfere on our behalf. Bat I assure
my countrymen that by raising the cry of veto in
the ease of tbe Colour Bar Bill, which does not
practically affect our rights, we are not only aliena-
ting the aympathy of the majority of the South
Africans, ba) unconsciowsly making our posibion
waak.

It may be, that Mr. Andrews and I ook upon the
Colour Bar Bill irom different viewpoints. As a
bumanitarian, he is against all racial legislation and
is opposed to the Bill, root and branch. I as an Iny
dian sm coneerned with the fate of my countrymen

alone, and if the Bill i3 not going to affect their

position prejudicislly, in my view it should be no
business of my poupirymen to take up cudgels in
opposition to it, May I appeal to my couptrymen
and the Indjan press to be patient, and work to
bring abount the right atmosphere on our pide. If
this is done, I fee] confident and I realige wwhat I am
gaying, that if necessary, the Conference will not be
averse to consider the Colour Bar Bill in relation to
it effect nupon the resident Indian community.
Mr. Andrews’ Advice

‘Mr. O, F. Andrews has issued the following com-
manication to the Associated Press with regard to
the statement of the Hon. Mr. Raza Ali :—

“My friend Mr. Syed Razs Ali with whom T have
been working all these months on the Bouth African
Indian question has rightly pointed out in his state-
memt on the Colour Bar Bill that sve have no veason
to euspect General Hertzog who s a eincere and
" honest man. That has been all along my own poei-
tion and I have never wavered from it. Buat Mr.
* Tielman Roos and My, Strachan have been equally
sincere both in expressing their determination to re-
duce Indians in Natal to their irreducible minimum
as qui as poasible and also in emphasising their
dislike of the postponement of the Asiatic Bill itself.

Mr. Tielman Roos i the present Minister of Jus-
tice and the leader of the Young Nationalists, M.
Strachan is the chairman of the Parliamentary
Labour Party, Both of them made public speeches
insisting on immediate passing of the Asiatic Bil
on the eve of General Hertzog’s decision to postpone
itand seek friendly settlement with India. Thus
they have only passively accepted that decision and
a8 far as ] can sge they are under no direct political
obligation with regard to what General Hertzog has
done. 1f a5 peems quite possibie the Nationalist and
Labour members who follow Mr. Tielman Roos
and Mr. Strachan on this Indian question increase
their power in the conniry and the new elsstion
gives them an upper hand then the Indian commu.
nity in South Africaswill have no solid guarantee
that the Colour Bar Bill would not be epplied
against them, . '

Therafoﬁ:a it k::»:)l:ld'mappe:n- of the ntmost im-
partance to malke emphatic protest now #0 that the
Bouth African Government might be left under no
misapprehension about our own determination in

India to seek for the repeal of the Colour Bar Bil)
if it astnally becomes law. It will not hinder the
coming conferenoe, but will materially help §& if
the Indian Government and the people thus make
their position unmistakably ¢lear in this matter be-’
fore the conference begina.

Lord Birkenhead’s unfortunate utierance has only
-confused the issue by its irresponsible haste and
lack of previons consultation. The Indian people
are not bound by it in any way whatever.

Betraying Indian Interests

The Bembay Chronicle writes as follows i—

When the other day the Colour Bar legislatien
was brought up for discussion by Lord Olivier in
the Hotise of Lords, Lord Birkenhead, who as Bacre-
tary of State for India is supposed t0 be gnarding
Indian interests, ridiculed the emggestion that In.
dian® wounld be affected by it and considered that no -
disoussion of that measure could form part of the’
Round Table Conference shorily to be heid between.
the. Union Government and the Government -of

Indis. Lord Birkenhead's speech was marked by
amazing levity and ignorance of the Indisn feeling

on the aabjest. In happy contrast with this atti-
tude of the English politician, whose duty is %o see
that Indians are saved the ignominy of the racia]
stigma which the measure imposes, by insisting on
its repeal, is the madical opposition to it stoutly .

maintained by General Bmnts. The Ex-Premier of -
Sonth Africa, who lknows the Indiaa problem at -

close goarters, seea the implications of the measure:

far more cleariy than either Me, Raza Ali, whose -
visit to Sonth Africa, it is svident, hag been in vain -

and whose views on the sabject are as amaziug as
they are perverss, or the Secratary .of State for In-
dia who ought to make it his inmediate business to
stady the question and realise the depth of feeling

amongst Indians in Bouth Africa and in this country -

againet this statutory sanction to racial diserimina-
tion of g most insulting character,

Mr. Andrews ‘has dome well to emphasise that
Indians must offer to the Colonr Bar iegialation *'a
fundamental end radical -opposition™ becanse the
racial atigma it sontains is a direct blow to Indiam-

national honour which, aceording to Mr. Baza AL, ¢
is no concern of an Indian. Such opposition . will

continue to be advanced against it and this eountry
must be on its gnard and avoid being pursnaded into
acceptance of the suicidal poliey of separating the
two isenes, the legislative enactment of the Colour
Bar and the anti-Asiatic legislation which alone
should formy, secording to Lord Birkenhead and the
Union Government, the subject of the Round Table
Conferenes. We must jnsist that the Colour Bar is
inaluded in the discussions when the Conferenes .
meeta, The issues cannot he separated, becamse in
essence they are one. The one and oxly: problem
beforo the non-whité waces in Sonih Africa is -
whether they are to allow thimselves to be con- :
demued fo the position, which General Smuts sees

clearly is apportioned to them in the Hertzog sehoms
of development of the country, the .position -of

can aecept, There are white wen in Sonth Afries
who realise this, men like General Smuts and Mr,

Burton, the Japetown politician who has had
courage to declare that the Native “
challangable right” to live in South Africa
“a thoumnd Colour Bar Bills will not
of the pale.” He fears that if the Native i
downward, he will not go down alone.
drag part of the white race with him,

FEe
2EEE

ment made by the Government of India that the

b
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Colour Bar Bill will not affect Indians, becanse they
are not employed on skilled posts in the gold mines.
Along with Natives we bave to fight against it, be-
canse it affirms a dangerous principle, the principle
of preventing & particular raco by legislation from
pursuing certain callings, thus denying to it every
chance of rising in the social and economic scale.
Its retention on the Statute Book means for Indians
the imposeibility of maintaining the Western econo-
mie standards upon which the Union Government
insists, becanso it deprives them of participation in
high grade labour, and receiving the corresponding
high remuneration, If Whitehall is in & mood to
betray India's interests. Indians must only expect
that a Government of Die-Hards will not act other-
wise. They must be prepared to fight ot this issne
to the bitter und, resorting to every method of agi-
tation available to them under the guidance of
Gandhiji, and his trosted lieutenants like M.
Andrews,

When we fear that Whitehall may betray Indian -

interests and when we know that we maust be pre-

pared to fight against this imposition of a racial .

stigma on Indiana to the bitter end, we must also be
on our guard in endorsing views such as those held
by the Hon. Mr, Raza Ali on the Colour Bar Bill
He deprecates the agitation invoking the Crown to
put its veto on the measure. From a perasal of the
fall text of the Bill he finds that it does not mention
Asiatics or Indians at all. But Mr. Raza Ali himeself
admits that the measure empowers the Union Gov-
arnment to frame regulations prohibiting the grant
of certificatesa of competency in certain occupations
to the classes other than those mentioned in it. This
is gurely enough to justify the Indian apprehensions
regarding this iniquitous piece of legislation and the
suggestion of Mr, Razs Ali that he is taking a prac-
tical view of the matter, while Mr. Andrews takes
a humanitarian view of it, ought not to appeal to his
countrymen, who are warned in time by their best
friends amongst the whites in Sonth Africa, apart
from devoted champions of their interests like Mr.
Andrews, that the measure is only a thin end of the
wedge with regard to Indians. India has every
right to demand that it should be vetoed and that

the whole question of the Colour Bar be included :

in the discuesions at the ensuing Ronnd Table Con-
ference.

l_gdian Schools’ Exhibition

The Government Indian School in Carlisle Street
was crowded on last Satarday morning by pupils,
teachers and friends, when an exhibition of work,
representing 20 Natal Indian schools was opened by
Councillor Mrs, Knight. The Mayor was also pre-
sent. :

Mrs. Knight spoke at some length on the difficul-
ties which had to be faced by Indians in order to
engure their children receiving a good education.
She thought, she said. that the girls were too often
left out in educational schemes, and few, in conse-
quence, could read or write.

Mrs. Knight urged that greater attention should,
in future, be paid to the girls' education—they
should be taught, in addition to reading and writing,
how to do domestic duties.

" Mrs, Knight was then presented with a bouquet
by Mr. T. M. Naicker, on behalf of the Natal Indian
Teachers' Soclety, after which Mra. Knight and the
Mayor made an inspection of the exhibits.

The walls were covered with drawings end a
pumber of tables were laid out with needleworlk,
models and carpentry work. Many of the articles
shown displayed great originality in their con-
ception and delicate skill . in their construstion. A

. mode) of the Durban War Memorial stood high

above the other exhibits and lacked only the bril-
Liant oolonrings to make it a splendid replica of
the much-discusesed original. There were drawings
of flowers, animals, birds, motor-cars and Indian
home scenes, all attractively execated in bright
water colonrs.

fl‘he entire exhibition is a credit to the school
children wh‘o contributed to it, and as Mrs. Enight
regmrked. “it shows that some aplendid work is
being put in by the teachers,"—Naial Mercury.

Lady Teachers In Indian Schools

_The following is a copy - of a letter addressed to
His Honour the Administrator of Natal, by the
Natal Indian Congress :—

“To His Honour the . Administrator of Natal,
Pietermaritzburg My

Sir,—We bave been directed by the Committee of
the Natal Indian Congress to bring to your Honour's
notice the feeling of the Indian community with re-
ference to resolution passed by the Provincial Coun-
(Sail hforlthe removal of Lady Teachers from Indian

chools,

The teachera in guestion have been employed in
the schools for a conaiderable time, and so far a8 we
are aware, neither the parents nor the Lady Teachers
had any grounds for complaint by the present
arrangement. While such being the real facts, the
commuonity which we have the hononr to re-
present, was amnzed to find a resolution of the kind
referred to above, passed by the Provinoelal Couneil,
followed by apoeches from membera which refleot
not oanly bad taste, bat are also calonlated to throw
unwarranted and nndeserving aspersion on the moml\
tone of young children atterding Indian Schools.

Wo noed hardly state that the Indian community:
strongly resents the attitude of the Provinciul Coun-
cil, and we have been instructed to etate that, in
their desire to make political capital out of the In-
dian children, the Provincial Council has not done
justice to the moral character of the Indian com-
munity, and it bas not evinced credit for their own
common intelligence. In conclusion, we have been
instracted to place on record our keen resentment at
the gratuitously insulting attitude of the Provincial
Council towards the community and to lodge our
proteat ngainet same, .

‘We beg to remain,
Your Hononr's Obedient Servants,
V. 8. 0. PATHER,

SORABJEE RUSTOMJIER,
Joint hon. Seoretaries

“ RAMANAND TO RaM TIRATE"' We have re-
ceived from Mrs. G. A. Natesan & Co.; Madras,
a new book of -this name which recounts the .
lives and teachings of the Saints of Northern Indin
from Ramanand to Ram Tirath. It includes sketchea
of Ramanand and Kabir, Nanak and the Sikh Gurus,
of Ravi Das the Chamar Saint, of Mira Bal the
ascetio queen of Chitor, Vallabhacharyn, Talsi Das,
Virajanand, Dayanand the foundor of the Arya
Samaj and Swami Rama Tirath. Some of the rup-
turous uonéa and hymas of the vernaculars are to be
found ju the ecatatic utterances of Mira Bai, of
Nanak and 'Eabir. The sketches contain ample
quotatjons fré:m these hymns as well as from the
aayings and teachings of the ssints. The price of

the book is Re, 1-8.
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The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

[BY M., K. GaxpHI]

I. Birth and Parentgge

The Gandhis to have been originally grocers,
But for three generations from my grand-father
they havb been Prime Ministers fn Kathiawar States,

Uttamchand Gandhi 4fias Ota Gandhi mnst bave _

been a man of principle, State intrignes compelled
him to leave Porbandar, whereas he was Diwan, and
to seek refuge in Junagadh, He there saluted the
Nawab with the left hand. Some one noticicg the
apparent discourtesy asked for an explanation which
was thus given : “The right hand is already pledged
to Porbandar.”

Ota Gandhi was married twice, having lost the
first wife. Ha bad four sons by the first and two
by the second. I do not think I ever in my child-
hood felt or knew that these were step-brothers,
The fifth of these six brothers was Karamchand
Gandhi alias Kaba Gandhi and the aixth was Tulsi-
das Gandhi. Both these brothers were Prime Minis-
ters in Porbandar one after the other. Kaba Gandhi
was my father. He was a member of the Rajas-
thanic Court (now extinct. but in those days a very
influential body for settling dlsputes between the
chiefs and their cousins). He was for some time
Prime Minister in Rajkot and then in Vankaner,
zndwass pengioner of the Rajkot State when he

ied.

Kaba Gandbi had four wives one after another,
He had two danghters by the first two. The last
Putlibai bore him a danghter and three sons, I
being the youngest.

My father was a lover of his clan, truthful, brave

d generous, but short tempered. 'To a certain ex:
tf]nt he may have been even given to carpal
pleasures. For he married for. the fourth time
when he was on the wrong side of forty. But he
‘was incorruptible and had earned & name for sthict
impartiality in my family as well as outside. His
loynity to the State was well-known. An Asgistant
Political Agent spoke insultingly of the Rajkot
Thakore Saheb, his chief, and he stood np against
the insult. The Agent was angry and asked Kaba
Gandhi to apologise, This he refused to do and
was therefore kept under detention for a few hours.
But when the Sahib saw that Kaba Gandhi was
adamant he ordered him to be released,

My father never had the ambition to accumulate -

riches and left us very little property,

He had no education, eave that of experience.
At best he may be said to have read up to t?he é!f?il
vernacular standard. Of history or geography he
was_mnocent... But his rich experience of practical
affairs stood him in good stead in the Bolntion of the
most intricate questions and in managing hundreds
of men. Of religions training he had very little
bat he had the religious cultare that frequent visic,
to temples and listening to religions disconrses make
available to many a Hindu, In his last days he be.
gan reading the Gita at the instance of a learned
Brahmin friend of the family, and he used to repeat
:lv::s(ll: imp. verses every day at the time of dajly

The outalandil_:g ;nl:lpreaaion
on my memory is of her saintliness, She
religions. She would not think of mhn:al:efe:c?olg
without l.xer daily prayers. Going to Haveli—the
Vaishnavite temple—was one of her daily duties,
As far us my memory can go back, I do not re.
member her having missed the Chaturmas, She
would take the hardent Yows axgd koop them Withous

my mother has leofg

flinching. Illness was no excuse for relaxing thgm.
I recall her once falling ill when she was observing
the Chandrayana vow, but the illnesa waa not allowed
to interrupt the observance. Living on one meal 8
day during was a habit with her. Not
content with that she fasted every alterpate day
during one Chafurmas, To keep two or three con-
secutive fasls was nothing to her. During one
Chaturmas she had avowed not to have food without
gecing the Sun. We chﬂi’ldrir; won::l inmthoae dag:
be standing, staring at the sky, waiting to annonn
the appeargl,me of the Sun to onr motl_ler. Everyone
knows that during the thick of the rainy season the
Sun often does not condescend to put in his appear-
ance, And I remember days when at the sudden
appearancae of the Sun 'we would hurriedly announce
it to her and she would be rushing for a look at
him, when the fugitive Sun. would 'l‘)e gone having,
deprived cur mother of her meal. " That does_ not
matter, ” she would cheerfully say, " God did not
want me to eat to-day,” snd -resume her round of
duties. ) B , ‘

She had strong common sense. She was in the
mow about all matters of State, and ladiea of the-
Court thought highly of her inhelligenoe._- Often I
would accompany her, exercising the privilege pf
childhood, and I still remember many a lively dis-

course she had with the widowed mother of the

Thakore Saheb.

~ Of these parents I was born at Porbandar or
Sudamapuri on the 2nd Qctober 1869, I passed my
childhood in Porbandar, I recollect having been
put to eome school. ‘It was with some difficulty
that I muogged up the multiplication tables. The

fact that I recollect nothing more of those days than

of having learnt in company of other boys to abuse
our teacher. wonld shiggest a.strong inference that
my intellect must have been sluggish, and my
memory a3 raw as the cake which figured in the
couplet about the poor teacher. . ) »
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