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INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S STATEMENT

ON THE ASIATIC BILL

[ We have dovoted the major portion of the present
jranre to the reproduction of the statement of the
Government of India Depatation to the Select Co_m—
mittee on the Areas Resorvation and Immigration
and Registration (Farther Provigion) Bill. The re.
port of the Select Committee is a bulky volume
containing the most interesting evidences on tlge
Agiatic question. The mnat important evidence is
that given by the memhers of the Government of
India Deputation and Mr. C. F. Andrews. Both
these evidences have established the Indian case as
etrongly as it bas never been done and it is only
that which has infinenced the Select Committes fo
recommend the postponement of the Bill and the
holding of & Round Table Conference.—Ed. 1.0]

HE following ir the text of the statement pre-
sented by the Government of India Deputa-
tion to the Select Committee on the Asiatie

Bill :— :
The circamstances in which we, the Deputation
nf the Government of India, have been author-
ised to give evidence before your Committee
are eet forth in the correspondence between
the Government of India and the Union Govern-
ment, which was laid on the table of the House
of Assembly by the Honourable the Minister of
the Interior on the 17th February. We under-
atand that the procedure of referring a Bill to a
Select Committee of the House before second read-
ing i8 unusnal, and has been adopted in the case of
the Areas Hessrvation and Immigration and Regisiration
{Further Provision) Bill to “widen the scop of evi-
dence o as to include the principles of the meaanre,”
These principles, as we hope to show, ha /o stirred
Indian sentiment everywhere to its ntmost depths,
and vitally affact the contentment and well-heing of
the Indian commanity in South Africa. The ex-
ceptional procedure of which the Select Committes
is the outcome was, we assume, approved by the
Government and Parliament of the Union in appre-
ciatinn of this aspect of the situation. We alse feel
Bure that this step was taken in consequence of an
earnest desire on the part of the Government and
Parlinment of this country to ensure that the pro-

posed lexislation should not be placed on the Statate -

Book withont the fullest jnvestigation of its necessity
aod its implications. We therefore appear before
the Comumittee 1n the hope that they will give the
most earnest and impartial consideration to onr re-
Presentations. ;
2. In paragraph 3 of their telegram to_ His Excel-
Jeacy the Governor-General of South Africa, dated
the th Febroary, 1926, the Government of India
intimated that their objections to the Adrewr Reserya-
tinn and Lmmiyration and Regisfration (Further Provi-
sion) Bill wera fundamental, and that we, their depn-
tation. would be permitted to present the Indian
case against it only in respect of general principles.
In the following paragraphs, therefore, we have en-
fieavnnred to get forth the objections to the measure
in t_he lizht of broad considerations of imperial eoli-
darity anl qbl_igalionslancll of, elementary justice.

‘We have made no attempt to discusy the de'tailg of
the' Bill, since our opposition to its basic principles
is radical, and it follows that our objection to the
main provisions is no less profound. . K
3. Oar observations, however, are based not only
on congiderations of equity aud imperial exigency,
but alsp on our stady in the Union of the “general
position and economiec condition” of the Indian com-
manity in South Africa. That stady, though short,
has been intensive. It included an inquiry into
local conditions at Darban and its suburbs, Stanger,
Veralam, Toungaat, Pietermaritzburg, Ladyswmith,
Dundee, Glencoe and Vryheid in Natal; at Johannes-
burg, Springs, Benoni, Boksburg, Vrededorp, Gar-’
miston, Potchefstroom and Pretoria in-the Trans-
vaal, and at Capetown 2nd its suburbs, Port Eliza-
beth, East London, and Kimberley, in the Province
of the Cape of Go>d Hope. In the course of our
investigations we ascertnined the intensity of the
Indian opposition to the Bill, and - the reasons for
that opposition. We als» endeavoured to visualise !
the effect of theapplication to- the Indian commu- -
nity of the pringiple of compalsory segragition for
porposes of residence and trade; and to ‘assess the
oxtent and strangth of the alleged prejudice against .
the Indian, and the reasons for that prejudice. Oar
conclusions, therefore, have been arrived at after
carefal consideration of the situation in the.  Uniom
as it presented itself to ue. : :

4. We ghall try to describe the historicyl and
psychological background which is necessary for a
correet noderatanding of the Andian attitnde. Ad-
dressing the Imperial Conferencs in 1923, Lord
Peel, then His Majesty's Secretary of State for India;
.8aid that the position of Tndiaus in other parts of
the Empire was “a matter of sentiment and feeling.!”
The point requires some elncidation with refersnce .
to India’s place in history and her present pasitioa
in the Empire. For racial pride and. racial _aspira-
tions are the product of tradition. - It would be im-: ©
possible to appreciate fully and correctly the sirength
of [adian feeling throughout the world on the posi-
tion of Indians in Sounth Africa, withont a brief
retrospect of India’s past, or reference to her present- .
day achievements and her legitimate expectations as
an integral portion of the British Commonwealth;
Since the days of Alexander, the march of events in
the great sub-continent has found faithful chropic- -
lers. 1Its history stretches into a remoter antiqaity;
-but their records bear ample testimony to India’s
civil splendour and military renown. Before the
Christian era Indian colopists penetrated into Java
and portions of the Far Bast; the temples of Boro-
badar and Nakhon Vat still bear testimony to the
impress of their genius on these countries. India
gave birth to two of tha worll's greatest religions,
Hindaism and Buddhism. -Among her earliest rulers
was Asoka, whose temporal power was greater than
that of Charlemagne, and whose gpiritoal fervour

. firmly established Baddhism in China and Tibet.

Among har earliest poeta wag Kalidasa, whose beau-
tifal lyrical drams, “Skantala”. won the apon-
taneons homage of Grathe. Schopenhaner enlogized
one of her best-known systems of philosophy in the»

J
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following wards : “In the whole world there ia no

study so elevating as.that of the Upanishads. It has
been the solace of my life—it will be the solace of
my death.” The confluence of philosophic subtlety
and mysticism characteristic of early medisval
Hindu society, with the artistic energy snd political
genius of her Muhamyoadan rulers, farther enriched
Indian civilization. Numerous travellers and am-
bassadors from Earope have written of the magnifi-
cence and organization of the most illustrions Musul-
man dynasty that governed Indis. The fabled pee-
cock throne is a memory of that magnificence; the
Ani-i-Akbari ap impartial witness to that organiza-
tion. We shall mot enlarge on either at too great
length. We Bhall only mention the two most
abiding monuments of Moghul influence : the magic
mausalenm of the Taj Mahal at Agra, aand the sys-
tem of land revenue organization, which the British
power in India has adopted. When dominion in
Indis passed to the British Crown, the civilization of
her people received recognition in the gracious
declaration of Her Majesty Queen Victoria that
neither their colour nor their creed shall be a bar to
their advancement. That promise, which was re-
affirmed by His late Majesty King Edward VII and
Bis Majesty King Gearge V, hag already been ful-
filled in » generous measure, for Indians have been
promaoted to the British Peerage and His Majesty’s
Privy Council, have been eleoted to the British
- House of Commons, and, with the exception of the
Vioe-Royalty, have held every high office in India.
In the world of literature and science they have
vindicated their ready adaptability by the complete-
ness with which they have assimilated western cul-
tare. In literature aad art, Tagore: in science, Roy,
Bose.and Raman; in oriental scholarship, Bhandar-
kar and Shibli; in msthematics, Ramanujanj in
educational statesmanship, Sir Syed Ahmad; in poli-
tics, Gokhale have worthily upheld India's claim to
be.included in the world’s intellectual aristocracy.
In sport, which occupies so important a place in the
life of western nations, the pre-eminence of an In-

~.dian, Prince Ranjitsinghji ia universslly acknowleged.
Her industrial advance has been no les# remarkable.
It is submitted, therefore, that by virtue of the
wntignity and vitality of their civilization, Indians
have established a strong claim to. be treated as the
equals of any race. Most civilized countries recog-
nize this in their treatment of Indian nationals.

5, This claim is furtber strengthened by the posi-
tion which Indis now ocoupies in the British Com-
monwealth ag well as the comity of natlons. In
acoordance with the declaration made on behalf of
His Majesty’s Government or the 20th Augast,
1917, a substantial measure of self-government was:
conferred on India in 1921. Fés & wis the other
Dominions of the Empire, India has already aoguired
a statas of equality. Since 1917 she has partici-
pated in every Imperial Conforence on the same
footing as the Dominions. Her representatives were
admitted to the Tmperial War Cabinet on terms of
equality with those of the autonomous parta of the
Empire. Heor representatives, lilre those of the other
Dominions, signed the treaties of peasce concluded
after the Great War.
States of the Empire, she is an original member of
the League of Nations, At every international con-
forence held since the conclusion of the Great War
at which the British Empire has been represented
by the spokesmen of Great Britain as well as the
Dominions, & representative of India hag been in-
claded in the Imperial delegation. We wounld rofer
to the conferonce on the Reduction of Armaments
at Washington as the most notable example. And,
in recognition of her Position as one of the foremost
jndustrial nations of the world, she occupies a sent
on the governing body of the Intermational Labonr
Office.

‘6, Apart from her position in the family of

Like the other componenb

nations, India hap established a speoial elai .
derate and equal treatment fronpx her s?;.o‘rh;:t?g:ia
within the British Commounwealth on account af the
part which she has played in the Empire’s develop-
ment and defence. The following quotations from
one of Iudia’s most brilliant Viceroys Lord Carzon
indicates the extent of her contribntion to the Em:
pire’s defence and development. Addressing a dis-
tinguished gathering at the Mansion Houge
in 1904:..‘}}&! Lordship ssid :— ’
_1f you wunt to rescue the white men’s legu-
tions from massacre at Pekin, and th? :::t.bleerg‘;s'
urgent, you request the Government of Indis to
Eiespateh an expedition, and they despateh it:
if you are fighting the Mad Mullah in Somali-
land, you soon discover that Indian troops and
an Indian General are beat qualified for the taslk,
and you ask the Government of Indin to send
them; if you desire to defend any of your ex-
treme outposts or coaling stations of the Em.
pire, Aden, Mauritius, Singapore, Hong-Kony,
even Tien-tsin or Bhan-hai-Kwan, it iz to the
Indian Army that you turn; if yon want to
build a railway to Uganda or in the Sudan, you
apply for Indian labour. When the late Mwr.
Rhodes wns engaged in developing your recent
acquisition of Rhodesia, he came to me for
asgigtance, It is with Indian eoolie Inbour that
you exploit the plantations equally of Demerara
l.’m(.l Natal; with Indian-trained otficers thud yorut
irrigate Egypt and dam tha Nile; with Iudion
forest. officors that yon tap the resources of
Central Africa and Sinm; with Indian surveyors
that youn explore all the hidden places of the
earth.”

The prosperity of Malnys and British Guison, of
Ceylon and Fijl beurs testimony to the patient
and agrienliural skill of her children. ©Of her purt
in the Great War we would let the tribute paid by
(General Smuts to her contributionz to the Allied
canse speak for itself. Replying to an address pre-
pented to him by the Indian commnnity at Durban
in 1919, he mid :—

*“1 have been proud of the privilege of having
had under me in East Africn so large & namber
of your countrymen . Your country-
men fonght not only in Enst Africn, but took
part in other theatres of war. The conquering
of the Tarkish Army was in the main the work
of the Indian Army. The burden of the work
in Mesopotamia, Turkestan and the [ndinn
Frontier fell almost entirely upon the Indian
Army . « The stupendons part Indians
have played in thia great struggle had oonsi.
derable effect on the result of the war.”

Yo would only add to the theatres of war enumer-
ated fa this passage Gallipoli, Flanders and ¥rance,
To help the Committee to appreclate the meusurs of
this assistarce, we wonld aleo point out that India's
contribution in men was 1,302,000, and in trensure
well over £200,000,000. In East Afrien slone
31,000 Indian combatants and 12,5000 non-combat-
ants shared, zlong with Soath Afrlean troops, the
heat and burden of the counflict.

7. In regard to the treatment of haer nationuls in
Africa, it is sabmitted that India hus speolal olnimg
to considerate treatment which is normally her due
ava valued member of the Commonwealth, Her
intercoarse with the Continert dates from prehistoric
times, Her nutionals have teaded slong the Eust
Const of Afcicn for centuries. Until the construction
of the Suez Caual, the Cape of Good Hope waa in
tho phrase of the great Indian veformer, ltaja Rem
Mohan Roy, the hulf-way honse botween the Eusb
and the West. Indians have often shed their blood
in defopce of Importal interests in Africa; the part
played 'l&r Indian troops in defonding the Suez
Canal ant Fﬂ‘lh -ponquest of German Kast Africa ure
the most receut Uxamples of their devotion. By

London,
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their labour and enterprise. Indians hare.contribp[.ed
subsmantially to the prosperity of the various Bnpsh
poasessions on this continent. It will be suﬁi'clent
1o tell the story of what Indian labour accomplished
for Natal in the wonls of official commissions
appointed at different periods by the Naml Govern-
ment.”

*Emigration from India to Natal .mmmenoefl
in1%60 . . . Immigration continued _nnul
1556 and then totaliy ceased. From 1366 to
1574, when immigration recommenced, the
native labour of the Colony proved more and
more nnrehable, In 1374 crops were rotting
on the gronnd, and althoagh planters and others
competed in endeavouring to obtsin assistance
from the Chiefa, they could secere no labour at
any price . . . This was the colminating
point to a long series of protests and complaints,
and, in deference to the popular ery for the re-
establishment of imported labour, the door was
again opened to Indian immigration.”

The effect of this, to quote the testimony of Mr.
J. R. Sannders, who was one of the members of the
Wragg Commission, was that “up went the revenue,
waged and malaries, and retrenchment was soon
spoken of as a thing of the past.” Speaking nearly
35 years afterwards before the Asiatie Inqgniry Com-
mission. Colonel Frank Addison, a planter of long
experience, said:—

“The Indian has made Natal. Without the
Indian on the clast you wonld not have had
any sugar, tea or colfee plantations: coffee, of
coarse, is now out of date, but the whole of the
industry on the coast is due to the Indian.”

Of the work of the ex-indentnred Indians whe
settied on the land we can do no better than repro-
dace the verdici of the Wragg Commission :—

“They do remarkably well as cultivators, in
the coast districta, of small pareeis of land
rented on short leasea. In such agricultural
pursuits they have competed with their former
masters, and the quality of maize grown by
them has been no unimportant factor in lower-
ing, for some years, the market price of that
cereal. In numerous Jocalities, in the wpland
as well as in the coast districts, they have con-
verted waste and unproductive land into well-
kept gardens planted with vegetables, tobacco,
maize and froit trees. ‘Those settled in the
vicinity of Durban and Pietermariizburg have
sacceeded in winning for themselves, almost
entirely, the eupplving of the local markets
with vegetables”

In April, 1920, Mr. Leon Renand, who has pearly
30 years’ experience of Indians in Natal, made the

following remarks on the same subject before the -

Lang: Commission :—

“So far as agricnlture is concerned, the Indian
has fulfilled his duty to the comntry. They
(the Indians) brought into cultivation and
under production land which was otherwise
idle, . . “So far ug the coast-belt is concerned
here,” i.2., in Natal, “they have done the mme
thing as the peasants have done in France. . . I
Iknow some parts of the land which at the
present time have been reclaimed from natore,
and which would never have been occupied by
Europeans.”

8. Of the Indmn trader, commonly but erroneonsly
described as “Arab"—in the course of onr inquiry
we did not come across a single non-Malaya Maho-
medan merchant or trader who was not an Indian
—whose alleged competition has for some time been
the subject of special complaints, the following re-
marks made by the Wragg Commission miy prove
of mter"‘e%g to the Commititea ;:—

e are content to place en record ounr
strong opinion based on much observation, that

the presence of these Indians haa been beneficial
to the whole Colony. and that it wonld be un-
wise, if not unjust, to legislate to their prejm-
dice.™ .

In the course of his statement before the .A.siat.m
Tnquiry Commission (1920-°21), Sir Benjamin
Robertson said:—

“He” (the Indian trader) “has s peculnr
economic value to the raral commum.ty which
may be summed up from the evidemece
follows :— .

“(i) He plays sn important part in the de-
velopment of isolated distriets by estabhshmg
small stores in places where the tarnover is in-
sutficient to snpport 8 European basineas. .

"“(ii) He is more considerate than his Jewish
rival in his dealinge -with the farmers, givea
longer credit in times of scarcity, and is con-
tent to regard trade a9 an end in itself, and net
a8 a means of foreclosing on his customer'’s
land.

*“(iii) He stndies the requirements of the
native population more carefnlly than the white
trader does.””

From the evidence that we reczived we think that
his utility wouald be willingly acknowledged by the
larze mass of dispassionate costomers, both rural
and wrban, British and Datch, to-day.

9. In the light of this short snrvey of Indian his-
tory and tradition, and of the part played by Indiana
in the development of Sonth Africa, it will, per-
haps, be admitted that the Indian’s expsctation of
raspect and of the same treatmment a3 is accorded io
other classes of his Majesty’s subjects is rational
and legitimate, Nevertheless, his actual status in
South Africa to-day.ia, in many respects, inferior to
that of the Enropean subjecta of His Majasty, and
ke is denied privileges which are extended to those
who owe no allegiance to the King-Emperor—in
fact, even to ex-enemy subjects. Thus, except in
the Cape Provines, he is nol in enjoyment of the
political franchise, The maniecipal franchise for
which, nntil recently, he was eligible in Natal wss
taken away from him by the Naial Borougha Ordi-
nance (No. 19 of 1924) and the Natal Township
Franchise Ordinance (No. 3 of 1925). A paries of

‘resolutions and laws ending with the Asiatie (Land

and Trading) Amendment Act (Act No. 37 of 1919)

-has eompletely prohibited the acquisition by him of |

immovable property in the except in
sach localities a8 Government may for sanitary
reasons assign 0 him for parposes of residence. The
Durban Borough Lands Alienation Ordinance (No:
14 of 1922) sud the Natal Borough and Township
Lands Ordinance (No. 5 of 1923) have had the effect
of imposing a simiiar disability on the Indian in res-
pect of purchasing or lessing land belonging to
maunicipalities in Natal. -

In the administration of the provincial licensing
laws the Indian is treated with pecaliar Beverity al-
most throughont the Union. In the Orangs Free
State he may not trade at all, and evén in the Cape
Province in some municipalities and for certain
localities Indizns find it difficalt to obtain trading
hoe_noee. As regards the province of Natal, the
Position i8 best described in the words uwsed by the
principal Licensing Officer of Darban, Colonel Moly-
neunx, who, in giving evidence before the Asiatic Ins
quiry Commission, said :—

“We do what we can to restrict furthet Indian
licences. A European licence is granted as 4
matter of course, whereas the Indian Mcence is
ll-lpfusedasamatter of course, if it were a new

cence.”

This is typical of municipalities in that Province,
Darban and other municipalities in Natal have algo
nse-.l. their licenging powaers to confine Indians to
special areas for'purposes of trade, The munici-
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pality of Pietermaritzburg only last December made
1se of its authority nnder the Natal Township and
Boroogh Lands Ordinance to eject a number of old-
established Indian merchants from thelr premises,
mainly becanse the locality adjoined the Earopean
_tradingareas. In the rural areas of the province the
pame restrictive policy is being porsued under the
Natal Rural Dealers Licensing Ordinance (No. 4 of
1923). In the Transvaal Indians cannot get licences
to carry on trade “on any of the stands outside
townships granted after the Gold Law of 1908 came
into force,” or on “stands inside townships whether
now held under the Gold Law title or under a title
converted into freebold under tbe Townships Act
No. 3 of 1908." Elsewbere they are eligible for
such licences. But their position has been rendered
precarious by the new Transvaal General Dealer’s
(Qontrol) Ordinance, which makes it obligatory for
every applicant for a general dealer’s licence to
.obtain a certificate of eligibility from the local
authority if he wishes to carry on business under a
‘mnnicipality, or from & *‘board” if he wishes to trade
within a “declared area.” Indians have no repre-
gentation on municipalities; the elements that are
spposed to them have, and can, therefore, inflnence
munieipal policy to their disndvantage. An instance
is provided by the action of the Balfour munici-
pality, which has already utilised its new powers to
refuse licences wholesale to Indians,

Except on saburban linea in the Cape Province,
Indians may vot travel by rail in compartments
other than those apecially reserved for non-Euro-
peans; in some places they may use only reserved
seats on tramocars, and only reserved taxicabs and
rickshaws, Except in the Cape Province, they may,
aleo, not transact the normal business in post and
telegraph offices at connters other than those apecially
get apart for nen-Europeans. In the law courts in
Durban we saw a notice prominently exhibited in

- .the Registrar's Office requesting Imwyers to send
. only Europeans to take out processes of the Court,
as non- Enropeans would not be attended to. Popnlar
prejudice is responsible for their exclusion from
hotels and places of amusement like theatres and
cinemas, It is not suggested that the laws or ad-
ministrative orders or the racial prejudice of which
this differential treatment is the consequence are
now in issue. The recital of these digabilities is in-
tended solely to illustrate the contrast between legi-
" timate Indisn expectations and the aoctnal status of
the Indian community in South Africa.
. 11. Itia sometimes contended that the Indian’s
. services to one section of the community cannot
ba allowed to complicate the raecial problems of
Snuth Africa. This eannot, however, be treated as
an excuse for subjecting him to invidions treatroent.
In the first place, the Indian labourer did not come
to Natal of his own aceord. Inspite of the opposi-
sion to Indian immigration which emaunated from
sertain quarters, the movement was, for a consider-
able period, actively encouraged by the authorities.
Though the contract for hire on which the Indian
came to the couniry was originally for a limited
number of years, he was assured that he could en-
gage in agricultural or commercial pursaits and
move about with the same freedom as other sections
of the community. Later, to zchieve the same ob-
jeot, he was permitted to commute bis right to a
free passage to India for the equivalent waloe in
land. In the second place, as the Clayton Commis-
sion pointed ont in 1909, the employment of Indian
labourers was widespread, and not confined to one
or two particular industries. General farmers evi-
dently found them as nseful as the owners of sugar
eatates, and Government railways and coal mines
employed them by the thousand. And, as has al-
reaily been indicated in para. 7 of this statement,
their activity has been of great benefit to the pro-
yince a8 8 whole. The trader who came in the wake

- —————

of the lahourer ministered first to the wants of his
own fellow-countrrmmen und Iater to the needs of
the whole community. As several Europeans, in-
cluding bankers and Yarge wholesale merchants

told us, their standard of commercial honesty is as
high aa that of any other race, their dealings with
their customers are fair, and ther ave nlwava con-
siderate and conrteous to their clients, In the third

place, the bnlk of the Indian population in Soath
Africa was born in the country anit knows no other
home. Acconding to the Cenans of 1921, the pere

contage of Indinng born in the Union was 67,27 per”
cent.; many of them are complote strangers to India,
her langunges and customs.  In the foarth placa, to
qnote the words of Mr. W, H. Dawson, & recent
writ.er on South Africa who is not anduly sympa-
thetic to the Indian: “Fair-minded Enropeana
readily admit that the best of their Indinn neigh-
bours are quiet and unwssuming in ecivie and busi.
nesz relationship, keoping thomselves to them-
selves, rendering veady obedience to the laws of
the conntry, so far as they are understood. and
ﬁ;ir’l’tainin:: an orderly and exemplary domestic
ife.

In the circumstances, they can legitimately claim
that they are not an alien but an integral part of the
community, an eloment to he nurged, not to he dis-
carded: an askot and not nn emburrassment. That,
in spite of =ll the circumstances which we have
brielly enumerated, they are, on racial grounds, sub-
jected to disabilities from which now.comera nve
exempt, naturally cnta them to the quick. To them
it ian bitter reflection that treatment from whioh
they wonld be protected in a foreign conutry by
treaty-rights or by the active intervention of His
Majesty’s Government is, puradoxically onongh, ,the
raward of their sorvices to South Africa, and the
recognition of their common alleginnee to tho same
Sovereign.

12. Their attitade of nnrest nnd slarm at their
position in the Union, which is searesly in acoord
with any principle of equity, ig inflaenced by threo
other factore, Firat, the Indinn community in South
Afrioa and Indiun opinion tbroaghout the world
looks wupon all resh resirictions as & bronch of
the settloment of 1914, populnrly known ns the
Smuts-Gandhi Agreement, which they regard us a
guarantee that the status which Indinng in Soukh
Adirics had acquired in 191} would at least be main-
tained, Seconl. they aro nnably to nnilorstand why,
ovan though the white population of South Africn
is no longer thraatonod with an Asiatio influx, the
few righta that thoy still enjoy are heing steadily
curtailed. Spoalking ot the Imparial War Conferenoce
in 1917, Qeneral Smuts said: “Once the white
community in Sonth Africa were rill of tho fear that
thoy were going to be flooded by ealimited imwi-
gration from India, a!l the nther questions wonld be
considered subsidiary, and would bacomo easily and
perfectly soluble. That is the position in which we
are now—that the fear which formerly ohasssed the
white settlers hns beon removed; the great principle
of reatricting immigration {or which they have coq-
tended i on our Statutg Boolk with the consent of
the Indian population in South Afrien and the
Indinn nathoritics in Inidin; and that being so, I
think that the way is now opea for a peaceful and
statesmantike solution of all the minor administra-
tivo tronbles which ocenrred and will occur from
time to timo, Of eonrde, the main impravement has
been tha cilling of India to the Council Chambnr of
the Bmpire, Hoere, il any question prove diilienlt
of treatment, wa can disenss it in a friendly way
and try to find a solution in_consultation, and I am
gure we shall aver find it. I for one do not consider
that among the multitndinons problems which con-
front us in onr eountry, the question of India will *
tronble us mauch in the fatare!” In 1914, on a
gimilar occasion, Mr. Barton made the following
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staternent : “As far as we are concerned it is only
fair to say-—and it is the trath—that the Indians in
oar midst in South Africa, who form in some parts
a very substantial portion of the population, are
good, law-abiding quiet citizene, and it is onr duty
to see . . . . that they are treated as hnman bemg,s'
with feelings like our own and in a proper manner.

Indians find it diflicult to reconcile restrictive legis-
lation such as has been enacted in Natal, or i3 now
contemplated in the provisions of the Calaur Bar Bill
and the Ligour Laws Consoliduting Bill specially
affecting Asiatics, with tbe principles of policy em-
bodied in the pronouncements of two responsible
South, African statesmen who, at the time the state-
ments were made, spoke on hehalf of the Govern-
ment of the Union., They can still lesa gnderstand
8o deep an affront to their self-respect and so drastic
2 diminuntinn of their presrnt rights as involved in
the Arew Reservation and Immigration and Regisiration
(Further Provision) Bill, Third, they feel that the
Union Government whkich, when the Aat of Union
was passed, was made the sole guardinn of their
interests owes them special protection, since, except
in the Cape Province, they are denied the political
franchise which, wherever repregsentative institetions
prevail, is the surest safeguard of tho rights and
interests of any section of the commaunity. -

13. The Bill appears to b» incompatible with these
assnrances. It is a Jeep affront to the sentiment of
an ancient and civilized people and inherently un-
just. Its three basic principles are:— )

(i) Compulsory commercial and residential segre-
gation; .

(ii) Restriction of righta of aequisition of immov-
able property; and

(iii) Further restriction of richts of immigration
and inter-provineial mizxration,

We gha!l deal with these serizlim in the light of

infor-nation which we hava collected and impressions

which we have been able to form as a resnlt of onr

inquiries,
) (7o ba. Coniinusd }
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The general strike has come and gone. For years
the cnming of such a etrike wus contemplated with
dread by all those who had a love for their country.
The dread was accentnated by the happenings in
Russia under a Soviet Government 'drawn from the
Trade Unions of that country. But there will no
lorger be a dread in the DBritish Empire that a
general strike will ever be a snccess and that it at
any time wounld introduce, or be 3 pariy to the
introduction of the Soviet form of Government to
‘lapersede the coustitntional form of Government it

njoys. The general strike bears many implica-
dous, bat only a passing reference can be made, for
considerations of space. to some of them. It has
proved that in practice it is unworkable and that the
mumber of people represented in it are eomparatively
small to the overwhelmingly large portion of the
citizens of the country who are opposed to such a
sirike. The mentality of the people will never sub-
mit to any violent changes in matters that vitally
affect them, and in this conntry it is only by the
steady growth of opinion that any object may be
achieved.

The workers on etrike, everytbing considered,
: })ehaved ‘itfl a very '(;rdurly m;nner; there were very

aw acte bf wrong deing nn their t
ey witn Wpapinadi U8 il Attt o ity

;_

were prolonged there was a possibility of their
getting ont of band, either by becoming disorderly
or by retnrping in numbers to work. As it was
there were nambers returning and this it appeared
was one of the canses for the general sirike being
recalled.

The general public rallied peacefully but strongly
in support of the Government to uphold constitn-
tional Government and to maintain essential ser-
vices. ‘There was no thought on their part of what
in normal times they 'were in life, and it was no an-
eommon sight to see the highest in the land, and
stodents of time honoured Universities, doing 9heer-
fully lowly work so as to keep things going ;in the
country, -

But in the midst of it all the ubiguitous and in-

dispensahle policeman ruled. He is z2n institation .

in himself and to him i largely due the result that

on the whole there was such excellent behaviour by *

the strikers and non-strikers alike. His tact and
his knowledge of human nature and his wonderfal
temperament ave proverbial. Ths Times to mark the"
public appreciation of his qualities has within the
last few days opened a list to create a police fund
and the appeal of

The Times has been so well

responded that contributions already run into #ix °

fignres.

The unconditional surrender of the Trades Union

Council has left the strilcers in a worse position than
they were in before the sirike. The employers are
taking them back aceording to their needs reserving
the right of action for breaches of contract, and re-

fusing to take back snch men as were convicted of °
vialence, but withont any rednction of -wages or .

[}

alteration in hours, and in other cases there are ’

variations in the oconditions of sérvice except on
wages and hourg. The miners are still ont on strike |
and negotiations are’ proceeding between the mine-
owners a1d miners with the Government mediating
for a settlement of the questions in issme.

Sir Herbert Samuel as the chairman of the Coal-
Cominission has contributed no small service in the

canse of peace in this industrial question.

The strike was not withont ita humours to men--
Transport was next to food the chief °

tion buat one.
question vehicles of all sorts from the luxurious
linousine of the rich to the one horse dray cart of
the fruit and vegetable vendor was in use and the

:

crowds clinging to the sides of huge lorries, tiny'

dray carts and the like was as
passengers as to the onlookers.
There were several prosecutions under ° the

amusing to ,tho‘:

Emergency Act, and among them Mr. S. Saklatwala |

M.l.?., for South Battersea was prosecuted for having °
delivered a2 speech in Hyde Park. And he ‘was’
ordered to find two sureties and to be bound over

not to deliver any more speeches during the

Emergency Act was in operation or to go to gaol for
two months. Mr. Saklatwala elected to go to gaol.

After the lapse of some fifteen years I met Dr,
John T. Godfrey in London. He is in practice in

this conntry and has made good. In outlook he is'*

ag youthful 48 ever and hopes some day to practice
in Harley Street. It is a pleasure to meet a South
African Indian in this conntry, -

lgr. Bernard L. E. Sigamoney was in TLondon
during the Easter vacation but was busy as usual in

doing church work in different parts of the conniry.

Our readers will notice from the advertisement
appearing in another eolumn that the date on ‘which
the_Congraas will be held has not been definitely
decided upon. We are informed, however, that it
will be held some time in July. - . T
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