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HE Unioh Government’s Astatic Bill which was
referrey y toa §elect (.l)ommittee haa been held
up pending the result of a round-tuhlé con-

ferenc'e'E%i%reeti the Union and Indian Governments.

The following is a statement on the Asiatic Biil
made by the Mipister of the Interlor (Dr. D. F.
Malan) in the House of Assembly on Friday April
0: f——

When the Areas Resorvation and Immigration and
Registration (Further Provision) Bill was referred
to a Select Committee on Feb. 17 last, I made a
statement to the House seiting forth the general
courso and results of the negotiations which ‘had
taken place between the Union Government and the
Government of India. I then defined our attitude
towards the bholding of a round-table conference
which was the immediate objective of the Govern-
ment of India, and which, as then understood to be
proposed, was not acceptable to us, 1 stated defi-
nitely that we were not and could not with any
justice be opposed in principls to conversationa with
any ontside Government, but that, on the contrary,
wo were strongly and in principle oppoged to any
conference which was one-sided in so far as it would
admittedly have been expected rom us to make con-
pessions in connection with our proposed legislation,
while there wonld apparently have been failure to
connterbalance these concessions with corresponding
prospeciive advantages. We @did not consider a
round-table conference as then proposed by the
Government of India to bs otherwise than one-sided,
and as such to have the appearance of an unjustified
interference from outside with our domestic affairs.

Negotiations Resumed

After my statoment on that occasion n-yotiations
were resumed betweon the two Governments on the
assnrance on the part of the Government of India
that their attitude was not correctly anderatood, and
on the assurance on the part of the Union Govern.
meunt that, consistent with their previous standpoint,
they still considered the door open to the hoiding
of 3 conference If satisfactory assurances could be
obtained as to its natore and scope. With very
valuable assistance of informal conversations be-
tween the hon. the Prime Minister and myself on
the one hand and the leader and the Seeretary of
the Government of India deputation on the other,
a formula was agreed npon which, if accepted by
this House, will form the basis antd determine the
nature of a round-table conference which before
our legislation is further proceeded will make a
gevious and honest attempt to arrive at a real and
effective, bat, at the same time, asmicable solution of
the Indian problem.

The Formula -

This formnla Jefinitely exclndes the possibility of
a confercnce which could justly he interpreted as a
mere altempt from outside to prevent the Ugion
Government from dealing with its own problem in
its own way, and which, as such, would be resented
By the people of Sonth Africa, and is and would
‘remain unacceptable. On the contrary, it deBnitely
eusures Lie co-operation of the two Governmeonts in

THE ASIATIC BILL HELD UP

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE AGREED TO

exploring all possiblo methods of scttling the Asiatio
question in South Africn on the basis of the main-
tenance of Western standards of life by just and
legitimate means. ‘Tho formula reads a8 follows ;—

The Government of the Union of Sonth Africa
and the Government of India have been- further in
communication with each other regarding the best
method of arriving at an amicable solution of the
Indian problem.

The Government of the Union have improssed on
the Government of India that pablic opinion in
South Africa will not view with favour any settle-
ment whish does not hold ont a reasonable prospect
of eafefuarding the maintenance of Western stand-
ards of life by just and legitimate means. .

The Government of India are prepared to assist in
exploring all possibie methods of settling the Asiatic
question, and have offered to enter into conference
with the Uniou Government for the purposs; and
any proposalg that the conference might make would
be gubject to confirmation by the Governments of
toe two countries.

Bill to be Held Up

The Union Government have aceopted the offer of
the Government of India, and in order to ensure
that the conference should meet under the best aus.
pices have decided, pabject t0 the approval of the
Select Committee and Parliament, nol 0 proceed
further with the Aveas Reservations and Immigra.
tion and Regiatration (Farther Provision) Bill until
the resnlts of the conference ars available. !

The Government, the Minister proceadsd, con-
siders the assurances which the Government of In-
dia have given under the formula to be sufficiently
gatisfactory to justify the holding of a conference,
and to postpone the proposed legislation until the
resulis of such a conference are available, and it hnas
accordingly recommended thie course to the Select
Committee. It is hurdly necessary for me to point
out that the snceessfal issue of the proposed confer-
aence will almost exclnsively depend upon the extent
to which public feeling in India ae well as in Sonth
Africa will allow the respective Governments to co-
operate with each other in finding a real and effec.-
tive solution of the problem. It is equally evident
that the new and favourable atmosphere which ie
required can only be created by the utmost eircum-
spection and self-control, and, let me add, hy thée'
absence of suspicion and by the presence of faith on’
the part of the leaders and peoples of both countries.:

Appeal to Patriotism

In these cirenmstances I have 4 right to appeal
—and I know that [ shall not appeal in vain—to the
good sense and wise discretion and patriotism of
hon. members of this House when they proceed to
discuss the report of the Select Committee on the
Asiatic question generally. Imside or ontside the
House, before the conference is held, I have an equal
right to appeul—and I know that I shall not appeal
in vain—to the good sense and wise discretion and
patriotism of the Prees and the people of South
Africa. - . If Parliament should think it worth .while.
to agree lo the holding of a conference, then il-is,
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surely worth while to make the most of the oppor-
tunities which that conference offers in the interests
of Bonth Africa.

‘Before concluding, I desire to place on record my
very high appreciation of the way in which the
Select Committee has dealt with this most serions
and important question. I may say without any
reservation that every member, withont excepton,
has from beginning to end approached the problem
without party considerations, butl from a broad
South Afrienn t of view, and with-the sincere
jntention of serving the best interests of our country.

I also desire, the Minisjer added, Lo express on be-
half of the Government our very great eatisfaction
with the way in which the Government of Indis,
including the members of their deputation, have
conducted the negotiations and other relations with
the Union Government and the Select Commitiee.

By looking upon the subject of onr negotiations and
by pra:tically dealing with it as a matter solely con-
curning South Africa and India, they have made a
valuable contrjbution towards the practical recogni-
tion of the status of both these countries, and by in-
spiring confidence in their ability and sincerity
they have Jaid the fonndation of that sincere and
friendly co-operation between the two Governments
which alone can ensure the successfnl issne of the
conference and lasting friendly relations between
the two countries. -

Having concluded his anponncement, Dr. Malan
brought up the report of the Select (Committes,
which- was In gceordanea with the terms of his
announcement.,

In view of the 1mportance of the matter, Dr.
Malsn moved that the report of the Select Committee
be taken at once. The recommendation of the
Committee is that the proposal contained in the
Minister's annonngement be accepted, and that mean-
while the Bill be not proceeded with.

" A further peao,mmendatmn is that any legislation
to be introduced, ag a result ef the conference with

Inpdian Government, shall be made retrospective
to the date when the Bill would otherwise have
come jinto forep and effact.

Df’ Majan nmme tpoved the adoption of the re-
por

. Geanepal Snmta (S AP., Btand.ert.on), in supporting
the Minister gaid : I thlnk there is only one conrse
open for-us, and it is to suppont the Government in
ths action they have taken. Whatever view we mny
take of the merite of this yery important and serions

question, there i8 no donbt that the Government has
oconsidered that further negotiations are necessary.
The Governmont haa been actuated by motives—as
expreased in this report—motives to avoid unneces-
sary friction and to .come to & solution which might
he generally acceptable to the Indian Government

. and to this Goevesnment, and they have raopened
negotiations, and have come i0 an agreement with
the (Government of Indiz to bold a further confer-
enca. I think there is anly one course open to
members of this House, and that is 0 support our
Governmgent in khe action which they have taken,
and while we may not entirely agree with the Gov-

. ernpaent on the merita of ths matter, I think we are
_ bound to support the Government in the course

sdopted. I only express the wish so far as this side
of the House in soncerned that the conferenc and the
negotiations which will ensue will lead to a oconclu-
gion the resuits of which will be really to the benefit
of this country, and will 1ead as far as possible to a
Iasting solution of this great queshon. { don't know
whether the Minister {8 in a position to give us any
information a8 to this conferenoce, and where it ia to
be hold. If I am prematare then 1 won’t press for
it, but no doubt this whole matter will be viewed
with wery grave anxiety and concern by public
opinion in South Africa, and whatever the Govern-
mendoan 4o 0 atlay the public feeling and to pacify

public feeliny, I think will prove helpfol in the
solation of this great qnestion. From thia side of
the House I assura the Minister that we have no
desire whatever to embarass the Government in the
solation of a queslion which has proved a most
thorny one for all the Governments in this country,
Woe have not the least desire tg creata difficnlties for
the Government in this matter. We can only give
the Government our bleasing. We can only express
our gincere wish that the negotiations will lead to a
solution which will be generally eatisfatory and will
safegnard the interests of this conntry a8 sar ag
possible. )
Mr, Nel (8.A. P, Ni ewmstle) asked what the Minis-
ter meant hy saying that no vested rights ought to
be created, and that the Bjll was to bef made retros-
pechva. He said that that was utterly impossibla

- in view of the fact that transfera of land to Asiutics

were taking place in Natal every day. How thon
conld they make the legislation retrospective, and
cancel all these transfers ? He wanted to say that
the Asiatica in Natal weare acquiring all the land
possible, and they would never be able to cancel
those transfers. They should make provision im-
mediately Yo stop these transfers of land to Asiafics.

The repert was adopted w:thout farther discussion,

1

A CHANGE OF VISION
HE stateracnt which we publigh in this issne made
"[[‘ by Dr. Malan, in the Assombly on Friday lust
in regard to the Asiatic Bill will apart from the
interest underlying it, he read with intense intercst by |
the Indian commpnity thronghout South Afrion, The
Union Governmeat has sgreed with ludia to the
bolding of a round tnble Couference, The formulu,
which has been agreed to by both parties upon which
discnasion i8 to be beld, will be in exploring all possihlc".
methods of scttling the Asiutic qoostion in South Africa
consislent with the maintenanoe of the Weslern standards
of life, and any propozals that the Conferomce wight
make wonld be subject to the coaformation by the
Governments of the two countrics, Rending the formula
betweon the lines, we are forced to the conclusion thab
both Governments will meet with open mind, ond with
honest conviotions, and either side will be freo to bring
up for disoussion uny points which constitute the Indian
problem. The reference in the (ormula to the maio.
tonagce of the Western Stundards of life foreahadows
the intention of the Union Government to bring up the
ecopowio aspeot of che problem, nud they ulso will not
fail to bring up the question of voluntary repatrintion
within its scopa. Thus, if our puticipations are correct,
the Confarence will meet with the sincere intention of
discossing fraokly all possible methods of sctiling the
Asintio queation. The statement of Dr. Muleu, or ovea
the correspondence exchanged botween tne two Govern.
ments doea nob disclose to what extent the Itnperial
Government, if at all, will be askod to take pact ip the
discussions at tho Conference. We bave reason to doubb
that the Imperial Government, aparé from being posted
np with the course of negotiations snd che points of
deliberations, will ever be asked by the Union Govern-
ment to become a party to the discussions, for, in the
opinion of S8oath Africa, that would give rise to a form
of interferanco by onteide pur.iea. And thie, if we are
right, the Union Government will try to avoid. Although
it is oot clear from the statement, read with the corres-
pondence published, as to the purt the reprerentativoe of
the Soath African Indians will be invited to take in tlo
deliberations, yet it would be but right and proper, us
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parties primarily interested in the solution of the problem,
that representativea of onr commanity should participate
in the deliberations of the Conference.

It will be recalled that the Sonth African [ndian Con-
ference presided by Mss. Naida in 1024 first snggested
by way of a resolntion the bolding of a round table Con-
ference consisting of the representatives of theé Union,
Imperial, Indian Goveroments and of our community.
Mr. J. H. Thomas, the ex-Colonial Secretary, repeated
later the same idea of kolding a Conference.

The Indians in South Africa hold a very pecaliar
positior. ‘They are South Africans, and yet they are not,
in view of the Constitution of Sonth Africa, which ex-
clodes them, excepting in the Cdpe Proviace, from
becoming citizens, in its accepted senss, Ag long as
they staud as a class unrepresented and disfranchised
and can ouly clvim as nationnls of South Africs merely
by adoption, and birth, Imperial protection must aiways
be vouchsafed to them, This being so, any propo:al by

the Indion community in South Africa that Imperin]’

interests abonld also be represeuted st the Conference
will not be wureasonable. Coming to the potpomement
of the consideration of the Bill, we are gratefal to the
Union Governmeat that even at the eleventh hounr they
agreed to the proposal mooted by the communmity, and
persistently udvocated by the Government of Indis.
The Asigtic Bill, which beng over the head of the com-
marity, liké the sword of Damogles is to be held up.
We are care that with the change of vision i regard to
the Asiatic question, the whole mattér will be debated
with ‘sbsence of suspicion, and presence of faith.”
It is too premature yet to su¥, or even to suggest the
coarse of action the Government of Indin wuuld tuke in
regard to the building of the structure of the Conference,
and to appointing its representntives, Bat in yny event
India should take into confidence the Sou'h African Igdian
Congress, and should ascertain the wishes of the com-
mugily io regard to the delicate work that lies ahead.
We feel that Capetown as veune for holding the Con-
ference should prove more congeaial.

We know that numerons smong the Europeans in South
Africa have done silent and sincere work in focussing
upon the attention of the Uiion Government, the
desirability of bolding 8 Coiference  And to all of them,
. whose one objective wag to sec fairplay for the Indians,
we are deeply gratefol, '

Maritzburg Notes

[ Faom Our Own CORRESPONDENT ]

A deputation representing the Nata! Ohambers of
Commerce m.et the Administrator of Natal, and members
of the Provincial Execative in regard to the diecussion
of certain proposale, which, it is eaid, the Execujive was
contemplating with & view to a fresh taxation. [t is
considered that t_he imposing of taxation is Recessary to
wmeel heavy deficits. The Administrator heard the views
of the Deputation sympathetically, and awsured that the
recommendations sabmitted by them woqld receive the
earpest consideration of the Execative,

There were two candidates in a b i
Conncil for Ward 1V namely Mr, A.ye]:}?ieflt;xinﬁo I:ll:g

r. Hogh Brown. Both these gentlemen represented
Ward 7 and 8 Where Indian votes predominate, My
Brown in seeking election failed to receive the sup.norﬁ og
Indiaps, because of l;is Anti-Asiatic views, Beekigg a
seat in Ward IV, vhich is purely controlled by E-arop(-an
voted, be strongly favoured tha policy of segregation and

of refusing the issue of licences to Indiane in the upper -
part of Chorch Btreet. Mr. Harwin, his opponent, dig-
carded politics, and assured the voters of doing his begt
in the interest of the City. The polling took place’ on \
Friday aod resulted in Mr. Uarwin, who iz a level headed ,
business man, being retarned. The voting was: Mr.
Harwin, 268 ; Mr, Brown, 219. .

— r—

A requisition has been signed by interested Enropeans .
with a view to asking the Mayor of the City to call a.;
public meeting 6> protest against the decision of the..
Union Government in shelving the Asiatic Bill for the .
present, a6 a result o} agreemeat resohed with India to
hold a round table Conference.
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H
fl _‘f.

T S ——— ‘ - B i

Opinions on the Malan Statemer_it_;

Swarajists on the Western Standard

We cnll the following from Reuter’s reports — |

Paondit Motilal Nehru, Member of the Assembly,
and leader of the Swaraj Party, interviewed by Ren- _
ter regarding the statement by Dr. 1} éon- -
gratulated both Governments on the resnlts achieved.
He said, however, that he felt that the condition re-
garding the maintenance of the Western standard of
life was very vague, and might create difficulties,
but he hoped that broadminded statesmanship by -
both sides will overcome such difficulties. T

Allahabad Opinion @ =~

4

The Pionser, Allahabad’s leading nsvispaper; ih-:

_voicing the general opipion of the country, saya it -

must be recognised that the Union Government hag
shown no little cotiragk' in' .meeting the protests .
made by Lord Reading’s Government, and the views :
of the energetic but diplomatic deputation: which is -
now raturning with much credit to its account. :
The South African Government have frankly and ;
firmly made one reservation, which anyone aequaint- .;
ed with South Africa wonld know was vital to their
existence, but the whole tone of the formnlas, which
the two Governments have been able to insue; is so .
friendly that if General Hertzog has to be congratn-
lated on his readiness in face of difficuities to tinders
stand the Indian case, the Government of Indis and-
the Indisn Legislature have equally to be congratn-
lated on the wisdom which lent them patience, and-
made them eschew a provocative attitude, I
The paper adds that it is dangerous to prophiecy;
bat India will probably find, before many -months of
1927 .are oul, that in this matter at least Lotd
Reading’s way has been more practically and finally .
beneficial than Lord Hardinge’s way. LTI

Indian Press Opinion

The Indian Press unanimonsly welcome the Union -
GO\jern.ment’s decision on the Indian question, .
Wwhich is hailed by the moderate Indian organg as .

Good news from South Africa,” and by extremist .
organs as ““The dawn of sanity.” I

The satisfactory resalt is asoribed to the efforts of
Abdu:rahman’s deputation, to the Rev. Andrews, the
Paddison deputation, and Aga Khan’s speoch, '

Even the extremist organs do not grudge 3 meed
:IE pralst: for Ehf Gl:)vernment of India, All nprge

e most careful selection of terms and ' .
on vl_)oth gides, ' ] personpel l

oicing European opinion the Bssning News o
Ifldra says that General Hertzog's Government ha{
given abundant proof of a desire and policitude that
the Conference should start its handicap under the
best anspices, ' -

Mahatma Gandhi’s Opinion

$i ‘

I tender congratulations to Hertzog and Malan
upon having risen to the occasion.” Thus Gandhi
concludes a statement to the Press, in “which, re-
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ferring to the Union (Government’s proviso, he says
that its acceptance by the Government of India does
not much matter.

The Union Government is vadoubtedly entitled
to pafeguard what they call the Western standard of
life by just and legitimate means. Gandhi adds
that if the Government of India insists on the pro-

igion be strictly interpreted, all will be well.

Turning to the forthcoming Conference, Gandhi

-says : “The Indian settlers have nothing to fear
from the most searching inquiry. I make bold to
say that at the end of the inquiry it will be fonnid
that the only crime which can be proved against
them is that they are Asiatics. The economie ques-
tion was laid to rest when, in 1914, all fear of un-
restricted emigreation from India was absolutely laid
to rest. The fignres prodnced before the Select
Committee proved that the numerieal strength of
the Indian settlers was decreasing, while that of the
white settlers was increasing. Indian trade licences
were also dwindling. If only Sonth African states-
men would face the facta squarely, it would be
found that there is no case against the Indian
gettlers, but at the present moment I want neither
to anticipate nor criticise. I have nothing but a
feeling of relief and thankfulness.”

Local European Press

In the couree of a leading article the Natal Mlercury
writes -—
" We welcome with heartiness, even enthusiasm,
- the decision of the Government and the Houss of
Assembly bv which the representatives of South
Africa and of India meet together in conference in
an endeavour to settle amicably and jastly South
Africa’s Indian problem, We weleome it particularly
because it shows that Dr. Malan and those who
think with him, . . . . have realised that the solu-
‘ tion provided in the Asiatic Bill . . . . i8 nc solution
at all. We have previously drawn attention to the

injustice of certain’ provisions of the original Bill,

and to the effect which their adoption would have
upon our relations with India, and have suggested

April 30th, 7!926
“The Star” |

The Star (Johannesharg) in the course of a lealing
article writes ;—

Vo heartily welcome the statemont made in the
Honso of Assembly by the Minister of the Interior,
and we endorse every word that he said regamling
the Lnperative need for an amicable solution of the
Asiatic question in Sonth Afriea. Wo have never
seon any hope of n permanent settloment savo by
consent and along linea of co-oporation between
South Africa and India. Thero is really no other
way. The particnlar difficalties which confront us
aro distinctively and ecasentinlly a Sonth African
problem dae to conditions and circumstances pecn-
liar to South Africa. But they are also, althonzh in
a different sense, an Indian problem, because the
Government of India conld no more afford to be in-
different to the intereats and treatineut of the Indian
community in South Africa than the Union Govern-
ment could afford to be indiiferent to the intereats
and treatment of South Afeicans, if n large namber
of the Iatter were asttled in Inlia or somo other
Asiatio coantry. South Africa and Indin, as the two
countries most diractly alfected, mast seek end find
a friondly statement. Oa the ono hand thore has
been foolish insistence on the right of the Imporial
Government to advise the Crown to exerciss the
prerogative of the veto. Same day we inay bave an
Empire organisation which will permit of the ro-
ference of inter-Imperinl difforences to some intor-

* Imperial tribanal; bat aader existing conditiona the
exercise of the vato at the instance of the British
Government wouald not mean a setiloment, and it
might casily impose a dangerans strain on the unity.
of the Empiro. On the othor linnd we have had
equully faolish insistence on the right of South
Africa, as a fully aatongmona nwion with un-
fottered control of its domestic affiira, to do ng it
plenses, No coununtry, whether within an empire or
commonwaalth or outside it, e afford to do ns it
pleasea. There are well-definnd limitations to com-
plote freedom of uction whether by nativay or in-
divideals. A domestio qnestion in one coantry, il

that South African public opinion whilst demanding...tho imaies at stuke touch the honone wul intercate of

a solution of present difficulties was fiot in favonr ot

any action which did iiot give the Indian a fair deal.

Dr. M e oleventh hour, perhaps it is only

. Ahutéuth hour, has realised this, and with the assis-
tance of the deputation from India, has claborated a
formula which releases him from an almost im-
possible sitnation and permits him to make a fresh
ptart in re-creating satisfactory relations between the
two Dominions—the description may not techni-
cally apply to Indis but it expresses not inaptiy

. Iier position, or at any rate the position which moat
South Africans regard her as occupying.

“ . ...Itis evident that as the result of dis-
cussions which the Prime Minister and Dr. Malan
have had with the deputation from India they have
realised that an endeavour to give effect to the Asia-

tic Bill would only inorease present ills rather than

diminish them, and that they are prepared to seek
alternative solutions. It is possible, even probable,
that altornatives have already been ontlined; thia
may become apparent when the evidence given be-

fore the Select Committee by the deputation from -

India becomes available, and indeed it is reasonable
to sappose that this postponement would not have
been acceptable to Dy, Malan had he not seen that it
wag possible to work out a compromise which woald
meéet South Africa’s needs and yet meet India’s
gusceptibilities. Ifit can be done we shall welcome
jt as cordially as anyone. . . . . We want to pro-
teet “our Western standards of life”; we want to
give a fair desl to the Indians in South Africa.
There appears some prospect of achieving both
jueals as the result of a round-table conference, and
we therefore cordially approve of the decision of the
Government which the House of Assembly adopted.

another country, at once becomea an international
question, and the only alternativy to an mmiciblo
agreement: is resort to reprisily or to the arbitramoent
of force in one form or another.

A very little refloction should serve to show that
in the particular matter nndar discnssion there is no
gafe alternative to a solution along eo-opurativo lines.
Sapposs, for example, that Sonth Africn were to
force through legislation in tho fiacs of the strong
objections and proteats of the Indian (fovormnont
and people, and that the legislitim was allowad,
however much disupproved of by the Lmperial
Rovernment—wo aso the word Dupurial in thia ¢on-
nection although it is rapidly bLecoming obsoloeta,
What, then, would be the positico ? Wo ‘would
have made an encimny of onr neighbowr anong the
great States within the British Commonwealth, and
that fesling of deep hostility wonld be sharedl by
the whole of the Enst.  Bat leavine all this, and the
possible ultimate gonsgeqnenc s thoerunf, out of the
question, our domaestic diffienltios wonll bisoma
acnte. . . . . Betweon the oxtromiss on oithar sidoe
Jhere is a poworful bady of m-.lerate opinion bath in
Sonth Africa and [adia which appreciates all tha diffi-
calties and ig genuninely anxions to remove them by
a wise, eqnitable anl amiewhle anttlennt. It iz to
this body of opinion thae Dr. Milin appeals whon
he nrges the creation of “a new and favonrablo at-
mosaphero,” and wo carnestly hape that his nppeal
will meet with n wids response,  Withont the right
atmosphere there cin be little praspect that the re-
sults of the roand table eonferenee will ba anceods.
fal. It ia of vital consequencs to Soath Afriea, to
Indiz and indirectly to the Empire that they shoull
sacceed. Dr, Mulun in his effort to ind s solution -
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which will be mautually acceptable i_s adopting a
gane, practical and statesmanlike policy, and his
statement was admirable both in snbstance_and atyle,
His fine tribute to the Government of India _depnta-
tion will be subacribed to by all who came in con-
tact with its memberas, ,

“ London Times”

Commenting on the postponement of the Arfns
Reservation Bill the Times, in a leader, says: “It
tranafers an oxtremely diffcalt problem to & new
plane of discassion, and rescues it from the danger-
oua vicissitudes of coniroversy at long range. A
link of reasonabiencss has been established between
India and South Africa, and the danger that South
Africa might decide the complieated issues involved
in the Bill on purely local grounds without reference
to India is now definitely removed.”

The article further says: *“The courage of Gene.!ral
Hertzog and his colleagues in taking a far-reaching
decision that will require of them very full explana-
tions in view of the strength of feeling in the enun-
try, has its paraliel in the resiraint and skill with
which the members of the Indian deputation have
argned their case. The conference thus agreed
upon will be of exceplional importance becanse of
the large questions of principle and policy that its
discassions will raise.”

Venue Under Consideration

The Minister of the Interior (Dr. Malan), on being
interviewed by Reuter, expressed appreciation at the
meanner in which the Indian Pregs ha3s received the
news of the agreement to hold a round-table con-
ference.

In discussing the question as to whom the credit
was due, the Miniater declared that the Abdurahman
deputation had absolutely nothing to do with bring-
ing about the result ach’'eved, Any resalt achieved
had been obtained in spite of Dr. Abdurahman and
hie deputation.

* Answering a question as to the probable venue
of the confercnce, Dr. Malan said the matter was
now being discussed, and up to the present nothing
had been decided.

In the course of further remarks the Minister
emphasieed that the success of the conference would
to a very large extent depend on the attitnde taken
up by the leaders in their pablic statements, and by
the Press and the people generally. It was possible
to-day, he eaid, for the people of India to make or
mar the conference by the way in which they made
it ensy or diMicult for the Government of South
Africa.

In conclusion Dr, Malan emphasised that the con-
feronce would in no way be connected with the
Iinperial Conference in London.

Indian Legislative Council
Full Text of Debate on the Asiatic Question

THE HONOURABLE SIR ALEXANDER MoDDIMAN

(Home Member) :—Sir, before you call on the Hon-
ourable Mr. Jinnah to move the resolution which.

Atands in his name, I crave your indulgence and the .

indulgence of this Honse to make a slatement,

MR. PRESIDENT :—If the Honourable Home

M_ember desires to make a statement in connection

. With the question to be raised by the resolution of
Mr. Jinnah, T could not allow him to do so unless
Mr. Jinnah agrees to that course being adopted.

Mg. M. A, JINNAR :—I am always glad to hear
from the Government any statement that they may
wish to make on the floor of thig House as they so
seldom do so.

THE HONOURABLE Sir Ar.kxmnnn MUDDIMAN :

Tam glad that my prayer has mot with yrur rov:
. ol sk § hopo wlso the approval of the Hr.msmrm:'rj

vSit;, m} ground for aﬁlﬁng ieave to mak‘e a stato-

" ment i that the matter which may come under the

consideration of this House is one of the greatest
importance on which I do not think there is any.
difference of opinion as to the object to he achieved
on the part either of the Government or of any
member of this House, or of the people of India
generally, Iam atany rate convinced that as re-
gards the mover of the resolution his one objeet, T
am suare, i3 to strengthen and not to weaken the
bands of Government. 8ir, I should like to make
my own personal pogition in this matter as leader of
the House clear. In the first place the resolution .
on the paper to-day, and the meeting of the “Agsr
sembly to-day, is to falfil a pledge I. gave on the-
28th Jannary last. . On that occagion; Sir, T said —..
*“The discussion of the motion and the amend- -
ment at this particnlar juncture .will, in the
considered opinion of the Government of India,
prejudice the position in South Africa where
negotiations are at & very difficult and eritical
stage.” _ S aamand
Since then the matter was raiged in the House of
Lords on the 28th February, and the Noble Lord
Olivier, in withdrawing his motion, made the fol-
lowing ramarks to which I would draw the attention
of this House :— : B '
“The steps which have been taken by the
- Viceroy, in eonsultation with the noble Earl,
have certainly improved the sitnation in so far
as they enabled the whole prineiple of the Bill
to be again discussed, and after we know the.
result of those steps then, I entirely agres with .
the noble Earl, will be the time for us, if
necesgary, to press His Majesty’s. Government -
for and further disclosares of their policy - or.
their intentiond,! . I
On that Lord Olivier withdrew his motion,. . .,
Now, Bir, the position. with regard to the Select;
Committes which, ag the House knows, is sitting in .
South Africa, is precisely the same as when the

. House of Lords postponed discussion. The Select

Committee s still gitting and is still at tho stage of
hearing witnesses. ~ Their report is not expected be..
fore the end of the month. The published COTTeR-
pondence shows that the Government of India have
done everything in their power to represent the In-
dian case and to-secure an acceptable gettlement,
I will not ask the Honse to accept my assarunce,
though it is not necessary to do g0 a8 Hig Excellency
has already spoken on the point. However, I renew’
the assurance that the Government of India will
continue to spare no effort to secnre that the Asiatic
Bill is not proceeded with and to effect an accept-
able settlement of the other points at issue. OFf the-
eventaal igsue it is not possible to make any forg-
cast, but of one thing I feel sure and that {s that the
discussion at this stage of certain clauses of the re.
solution cannot be helpful and may geriously jeo-
rardise any prospects there may still be of a satig.”
factory settlemént. I am confident that no membey
of this House, and in particolar the member in
whose name the resolntion stands, will not desire to;
contribute to such a regult by any action on his
part, and therefore I ask him, after bearing my.
statrment, not to make his motion, T

MR. M. A. JINNAH :—8ir, T have listened to the”
statement made by the Honourable Leader of the-
House on behalf of the Government, fully realise
the sitnation that is facing us at the present moment;,
On the 17th of reary, 1926, Dr. Malan, the
Minister rge of this Bill in the South African
Union :E"arliament, stated as follows ;— :

So far we had turned down two very im-
portant requests of the Government of India,-
and ander these cirenmstances Wo realise that
the feeling was springing up in India, and alsy
among the Indian community in Soath Africa,
tWat wa werd forcing through this triost imié
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portant legislation in which they were 8o vitally

concerned, hot only against the will of the In-

diait community and the will of the Govern-

- ment of India, but forcing it through without

- giving thein aiy proper opportunity of laying

!" the case of thie Indigns before the Government
‘- of the coutilry and before the Legislature.”

" From this it will be obvious that the South Afri-

¢an Government have renlised the intensity of feel-
ing not only in this country amongst all sections of
the people but also thd intensity of feeling of the
Indians in South Africa whose vested rights are in
jeopardy if this meagure is passed. Sir, he farther
proceeded to say that +—

*'We felt that it waé only right to attach cer-
tath coniditiohs and safegnards. We felt it was
nécessary to do this (that 18, the conrse that they
Adopted) because this was under the circum-
gtadces prevailing in Sotith Africa and this

* i*: Hotige gn unusual procedure (the utiusual pro-
“t . ¢edard being that the order to move tlie second
~ reading of the Bill was discharged and & Select
; Commmitted wwas appointed.)
- %i;d fdrther he recognised that the Government
qf ndia had taleén up & very clear and precise posi-
fiofi, and in his own words he says thig :—
v . -* We fnlly récognisetbat our proposals (that
,":..18, the Goverftinent of India’s telegram) have
beeny given the fullest consideration, and we
- farther uhderdtand that the offer now imade to
. w8 involves départure from the normal parlia-
meniary practice and procedurs: We see in it
another proof of the desire oit the part of your
: Minisiérs to find 4 schition of this problem.”
" The tdlegrith added that the Goveriment of India
accept of the offer to let the Bill o to the Select
Committes beforé the decond readitig and noted
Witk #atisfaction that the tetrms of reference would
Be safficiently wide tg inclade the principle of the
Bill.' They dssume that the representatives of In-
diat dpinion m Sotith Africa would have an oppoi-
tunity of presenting their claims which they felt
gidivd the Utilois Governmerit twould agree would not
fail to desist thé Committee enormonsly in their
}gz'i Sir, 1 fally recogyise that that Select Cool-
mitte i;aa nok concluded its labgnra, that it has not
Yot inade ita report and, to put it in legal langusge,
@ matter therefore ig sub judics,  And Sir, nothing

is further from my mind than to weaken the Gov-
ernment of India or their position in, velation to the

negotiationa which are going on, and I shall be the
last pexson who by doing it, might enable the Gav-
erniment of India to say that because of your actions
we logt is_battle whick is a forlorn hope in my
opinion, if 3& other ‘veason, for ono reason alope,
that wa on this side, would not like to come in for
the.slightest blame by doing suything Which might
be, §2id to huve frustrated the object we have bad.

;. Therbfore T aml i1 thik véry dilfienlt aad delicaté
positidm and I lave fherefors no desire to fiiove this
resolation 4t thig mouént. Bat I would dmw the
attentios of the Governimetit to one fuct and that i
that Dr. Malan, in thié very apescht of his which I
have read; eays tha this pikee of légtislation must go
thaotigh béford the end of the scssion of the Uhidn
Pailiametit;. Wwhich 38 abotit thé end of May.
Sopposing the Governmerit of India, whe aré doing
théir utmobt—and I Fecognise that there is completb
agrebinent betweed.them and tis—fail and this Bill
is passed through before the etid of"ibis session,
whera shall we starid ? This Legislature will be
depirived.of the opporitinity of pressing its opinion
and making the recommendations, particnlarly the
last. récommeéndation which 8 contdined i my
resolntion. . Fhis is & myutter of thé most vital im-
portanes; you Encw the intensity of feeling throngh-

out the couniry, I would thercfore request the
Government that, in this matter, thoy should go to
the length of calling a apecial session of this
As_sembly, if necessary, ab man early date and give -
tln‘s _Leglslamre an opporttnity of then recording s
opinion and supporting them forther in the event
of there being a disaster. (Applause).

THE HONOURABLE SIR ALEXANDER MUDDINAN
{Home Member) :—Sir, I recognise that my friend
has adopted what I think this Houss will coasider
a statesman-like course in the action he has taken;
aud I thank him on behalf of the Governtment, but
pnch more on behalf of the people of India, whose
interests might otherwise have been serionsly pre-
jadiced. Inotice he has referred to the negotiations
and has feared an ill issue; on that it would be im-
proper for me at this date to express an opinion;
though I myself think that if one goes into negotia-
tions with a defeatist feeling it ia more likely to
lead to defeat, I, though not very optimistic, amn
perhaps more optimistic than be is,

Inregdrd to a epocial session in the event of

 things going wrong, it is not open to s to give atiy

final proncuncoment becanse, as my hononrable
friend well knows, the calling of the session pests
with the Governor-General, and it will rest with a
Governor-General who is not yet even in the eonn-
try; but I can promise that this dobate will be laid
before him at an early date on his arrival.

Indians in South Africa

( Continued from page 115)

I tried to impress upon my Europsan fricnds in
South Afriea the faot that the Indian is odpuble of
unlimited suffering. He has become atcenstomed to
sorrow, repression, and disabilities. Hia patisnce ig
one of the loveliest things int the world, snd nhyone

. tvho knows the Indinnsg till say without hesitation

that; no matter what restrictions nre placed upon
them, they will bravely suffor and will continue to
bave their proportion of success, One of the chief
Gdvornment representatives, who is reaponsibly for
tho present Bill, stated pablicly that one of the pur-
poses of the Bill, wlicther or not all its provislonit
could be miade offactive, was to make the positioh of
the Indiatie it Sonth Afries so unbearable that they
tvould volantarily leave the country and ‘go hick’ to
India. In this respect, the Bill will fuil of itd pur-
pose. Indiaus will repeat the experience of the old
magnificent Israolites nnder Pharaoch in Euypt,
Phe Scripture snys of them, 'The moro they afflictad
them, the more they multiplied.’

Measures of repression huve always recoiled more
upon the perseoutors, thapg thoy harmed thd por-
gecutedt. 'Fhe ditlienlty witk the modern white man
is that he ignores the lessons of history. The Im-
jinns of South Africa are not going to loavé Bouith
Africa. They aro thers to stay, The Governimiant
of India has made itgelf clear npon vde point; Thy
Viceroy and sll his loglslators have_refusod to tyent
upon_gny platform which involves roputriation.
Shouﬂ the Governmeont of Indin.at some futare
time change ite mind, this wonld not materislly
affoct the gitnation, because neither the Govegnment
of Indiu, por the Government of South Afrien hag
the right to dictate the destinien of these legitimaty
and rightful citizens of the land of their birth and
residence® They have thoe eame rights that the
white men have. 'I'he forefsthers of both were
jmmigrants. This may well ho the question upon
which the worth of citizenship within tho l'irmuh
Erapire may have to he deeidel. The lmhiu.x in
Soulh Africa asks, ‘What advantayo does a citizen
of thé British Kwpire huve P’ Soath Afrif:nm a
part of the Empire; Indis ia & part of the Empire.
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Yet an Indian does not have as many privileges as a
citizen of America, or of France, or of Germany, o¢
of Japan in South Africa. The passports of these
independent citizens guarantee more rights and
privileges thap are accorded Indians who are act.ugally
citizens of the Empire itself. Under the conditions
which prevail in South Africa, I have hem_-d many
Rritish men, as well as scores of loyal Indians sy,
that citizenship witbin the Empire 28 a who!e,
means practically nothing where matters of mal
privilege are concerned in the different dominions.
How long can this condition prevail ? .

White South Africans quite freely express their
approval of the anti-Asiatic Bill, and the policy of
sogregation, on the ground of thei;l- fear of inter-
marriage. This is always the final plea of the racial
jingoist. Now let us look for one moment at Bon!sh
Africa, and other countries in this respect. Indis,
with a population of 320 millions, after several
centuries of contact with white residents, has only
a few hundred thousand citizens of mixed blood.
The United States of America, with 4 population of
110 millions, after almost three centuries of living
together, has a population of only a few handred
thoueand mulattoes. Segregation is inore consis-
tently pursued in South Africa thsn in most any
other conntry of the world. The cities are divided
on ractal lines; society ia divided along racial lines;
sports, commerce, education, religion, and practically
every relationship of life i8 carried on in strict racial
compartments. Yet in Sonth Africa, with a Wf;:
fation of 5,000,000 blacks and 1,500,000 whi
there are nearly a million people of mixed blood.
I will not pnrsue this sabject at great length, but
will frankly state that in the country where segre-
gation has been tried with nuprecedented thorongh-
ness, the largest percentage of mixtures prevails.  Is
it not true that ih the countries where the white
race has the least respect for the coloured, illicit re-
ationships are most frequent 7 The" reason is that
if a man respects a woman, his inherent attitude to:
wards her is ove of chivalry, whilst if she is to him
& mere hummn inferlor’ it is easy for him to descénd
to av nuethical relationship. The only safety of the
several races with respect to miscegenation is that
every race be raised to the highest possible culturat
standard, so that there will be mutual respect, ander-
standing and freedom. )

The new anti-Asiatic Bill; which ba# passed ite
first reading in the Parliament, and which bears the
dignified title *Areas Reservation and Immigration
and Registration Bill,” provides for the sirictest

dpplication of the prineiple of racial degregation in

residence and trade. Itz author, one of the Cabinet
Ministers, states in his infroductory address, that the
Indian is ‘an alien element il the populstion and o
solution of the question will be acceptable to the
country, unless it resolis ik & very considerable re-
duction of the Indian population.” This shows the
purport of the entire Bill, namely, the extermidation
of the Indians. This ig its frank arid avowed aim.
The white settlers and immigrants overlook the fact
that they too are ‘an alien element’ it the Afiicad
population, One alien element, now in power, is
determined to exterminate another element, now
politically helpless. The ethical weakness of thid
position is manifest. . . N

The most rigid restrictions and Iipitations dre
outlined. To detail them would be merely a repeti-
tion of the humiliations desicribed élsewhers it this
statement. Practically all of these proposed restrie-
tions now prevail in the Transvasl, and yet the
12,000 Indians in that Provihce are regirded ag the
greatest menace which the white population faces.
If the new Bill becomes effective and the same res-
trictione which are now placed upon Indians in the
Transvaal become general throwghout the Unidn,
wpat. guaraniee is there that the Indjan, commanity
Wwill become any less a menace ? 1f these proseribed
people in the Transvaal, under all these intolerable

bin wlio bad been on a vieib to India ig

successfol as to give the ¥ure-
pean traders such alarming concern, ‘thed why will
they not becoms an inereasing menace throughout
the Union when the same restrictions prevail
generally ? T

1 have been reluctant to male any publio pre-
nouncement concerning the Indian sitnation in the
Union of South Africa. This hesitatiod arises from
tha fact that the racial divisions and préjudices on
the African continient are the most pronounced that
I have ever encountered. It is, therefore, very easy
o arouse animosities, no matter what one says.

The problem is difficelt and there seems to be no
apparent solution for the immediate present. The
proposed aati-Asiatie Bill is not a solution, but an
frritant.  If adopted, it will accomplish no purpose,
other thsn to aggriviaie the Indian populdtionh
through persecution, t0 deepen its sense of martyr:
dom, and to raise up friends for the Indian comi-
menity throughont the world, I sfncerely trust,
therefore, that true statesmanship will prevail, snd
that the Union Parliament will recognise the im-
practicability and nowisdom uf the presént proposak:.
If I were a white citizen of South Africa, I would re-
gard the Billas & direct attack npon the bestinterssts
of the white commmuity, event thotigh direcied againat,
the Indian. The indirect harm to the white com-
munity would be far greatet than the direct hiarm %
the Indiap. Measures of represion aid programintes
of extermination bave been proved by hmtﬁ'yt?
meah the decay of the virhdes and powérs” i e
perpetrators rather than.of the persecateds. -Greced)
Rome, Russia, and many other examples may be
cited, both in the politleal and the eeendimic rworld.

The Indians, through -all time, have had great
capacity for suffering, dnd 1H8 Iiiding of South
Afries gre determined, in this yegard, to liveé up-4a
the highest tradition of their race. If a crom ia
forced upor them, it will be & ¥Foss of viclory: - :'*

Believing that the problem will gnly be accebw
toated by the present tendencies, and that ia éne of
parathounit ithpdrtance; I am persaaded thit the-onlg
matisfactory adjustment will be found through
friendly conferences, in which repreésentativés of the
Empire, Indiz, the Government of South Africa, and
the Indian comrintiity of South Afried, ‘may Hear
and study all phites of the duestion,  In tuck -a
‘way, some amicable agreement may be arrived at,
Mudth will @epend rpon thé apirit i widch the twd
comibéinitiés ack Protest, alome; 6f.. persechtion
alone, will be unavailing. Both sides in the present
conflict ntirst see thd whold problerh-and fndet edeh®

restrictions, are 50

- other in a friendly and frank determinstid.:vo Bod

a solation which will guarantee life, liberty and pro-

gress for all concerned: |, . o
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