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THE DAY OF PRAYER

OBSERVED THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE

liation and prayer by the Indian community
against the unjust action of the Union Gov-
ernment in introducing the Asiatic Bill,

All businesses in Indian quarters were closed for
the day and prayer meetings were held throughout
the Provineo and other parts of the Union. Durban
town presented historic scenes on the public streets
where thousands of Indians marched in a procession
from Victoria Street to the Town Hall via Gardiner
Street. .

The erowid kept marvellonsly quiet and not one
untoward scene occurred. Apart from the Indian
volunteers the Borongh Police had also rendered
great asaistance in keeping order.

The Town Hall was packed to its utmost at 10-30
g.m. and the meeting commenced at nearly 11
o'clock with a2 very Impressive prayer by the
Muslem high priest-2olvi Fateh Mahomed. |

The acting Secretary Mr. P. R. Pather read many
of the messages received by the Natal Indian Con-
gress wishing them every success from throughount
the Union and India. We give some of the note-
worthy messages below :—

Messages
MAHATMA GANDHI

“God grant success.”

THE REv. C. F. ANDREWS

“Our trust is in God not in Man., We believe
God ever helps the oppressed and will give ns
strength accordingly to our need. In God's strength
we shall succeed for God's strength is made perfect
in humar. weakness."

THE RT. REV. ARCHDEACON HobDsoxN

“You have my sincerest sympathy. God will
grant your prayer.”

REv. P, LAMULA-——CHAIRMAN NATAL NATIVE

CoNGRExS, DURBAN BRANCH

“I wish you ail God’s Blessings. . . . . This is the
time when all the coloured races should combine to
defend their rights, . . . . We must sink or swim
together. . . . There is a npervous lion which is
stealthily creeping to jump upon his pray. &he
Indians who were brought in this country to
develop it by planting sugar cane are threatened
with the Asiatic Bill. The Natives, who have de-
veloped European civilisation through their sweat,
are threatened with segregation in the land of their
birth and forefathers. The Coloureds, who are the
offsprings of onr sisters, have been promised to re-
ceive an unhatched egg, which, in fact, might be
rotten or full of poison, . . . . We should eombine
and try to organise our people.”

b TBE REV, FATHER MaINGOT

“*. "Both Rev. Father Tanguy and myself approve of
the steps taken by your Congress, by offering
prayers to the Almighty to instil absolate justice and
fair play towards the unprotected people of the

Union. We are holding a service in our Church,

when"we will offer prayers and ask God to guide

and assist snch members of Parliament ag are res.
ponsible for the disgraceful Asiatic Bill and beg of

Him that the House that represents the country

may do what is right and just.”

” AST Tuesday was observed as a day of humi-

e

f

~ deputation from the Government of India

THE Rev. A. LAMONT
“I hope and pray that to-day's great meeting of

the Indian commuanity may eventnate in 2 peaceful
and equitable snlution to your difficulties as British
subjects of the Indian Empire in South Africa.”

THE Rev. J, METCALF
* . . . May you have the gnidance you seek and the
success yon deserve.”

Caxox A. J. S. HARKER

. « « - I shall pray that it may be made clear to
all of ug, to Government and governed, to Eropeans
and Asiatics, what is God’s will in regard to the
treatment of Asiatics in South Africa, and that we
may all be strong to follow that will,”

Chairman’s Speech

Mr. V. Lawrence who presided over the meeting
said, it was just'in the natare of things that they
should proclaim:that day as ; devotional day for
prayer and for“3mxoking. the blessings of the
Almighty. becaus:l:ﬁ'%lﬁfg point in the history of
their community had been reached, and their exis-
tence in this land as a self-respecting unit could be
secured by the unseen influence of the Creator
alone,

THe SELECT COMMITTEE

In referring the Bill to the Select Committee of
the House consequent on the rejection of the terms
of settlement laid down by the Government of In-
dia, the speaker went on to say, the Minister said
that there was no divergence of opinion in respect
of the Asiatie Bill among members of Farliament,
and yet, he expected a peaceful atmosphere for the
solution of the problem by a Committee, the
majority of whom were avowed anti-Asiatics. How-
ever, they had not the slightest hesitation in placing
their case before any anti-Asiatic body since their
case stood on the solid rock of right, justice and
truthfulness, Bnt then, it was really difficult to
follow the trend of reasoning of the Minister of the
Interior when he said by one breath that he would
not allow outside interference in the internal affairs
of South Afrieca, and by the next turn of the tongue
he said he would not allow any other than the

to tender
evidence before the Select Committes, .

Indeed, Dr. Malan had apparently forgotten: in his
anxiety to defend his position the third party, that
was, the existence of the South African Indian com-
munity, whose fate had been the subject of all this
controversy.

He was not there to discuss the propriety or
otherwise of the Government of India aceepting the
conditions on which they had elected to tender evi-
dence before the Select Committee, but what he
wi_shed to maintain was, whether they who were in
this country, who were subjects of this Union, they
who had every right to know how their destiny waa
disposed of, were not entitled to be consulted before
the respective Governments arrived at a decision.

DOMINION STATUS

Dr. Malan maintained that he would not allow
outside interference in the internal affairs of this
country; bat the Indian community maintained that .
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the grant of Dominion status to Sounth Africa did not
imply the right on the part of the white population
of this country of oppression, spoilation, and dis-
integration of unrepresented subjects of the Union.
Moreover, the present move ca the part of the Union
Government having for its object the deprivation of
the right of existence of their countrymen in this
country, was a question of far-reaching international
importance, and therefore they maintained that the
Indian commnunity conld not allow the question to
be disposed of in a huphazard manner.

Since Dr. Malan said that the present move was to
be a final solution of the Indian guestion, he (Alr.
Lawrence) ventured to say it was not so, in fact
there had been attempts at a settlement more than
once, and it was announced that each settlement was
final, but that was followed by a fresh agitation for
the deprivation of the existing rights of the Indians,
with the result that there had never been a finality
to the settlements.

GENXERAL SMUTS' ATTITUDE

The speaker dealt at length with the British Gov-
ernment’s attitunde in 1910, quoting Lord Crewe's
dispatch to General Botha in October of that year.

He continued, that it wonld be plain from the
assurances given by General Botha, the then Prime
Minister, that the pussing of the Immigrants’ Regu-
lation Act was to be a final ending of the Indian
question, and that it was understood that the resi-
dent Indian population would be permitted to pur-
sue their occupation unmolested, and this under-
standing and first final settiement of the controversy
was réconfirmed in a speech which General Smuts
delivered at the Imperial Conference in 1917, In
that speech Geneval Sniuts said : “In South Africa,
there has becn this fundamental trouble that the
white community has been afraid to open the door
too wide to Indian immigrat'on. Luckily we have
got over these diflieulties. I have always felt sure
that once the white community in South Africs
were rid of the fear, that they were going to be
flattered by unlimited immigration from India, all
the other gquestions will be counsidered subsidiary
and wounld become easily and perfectly soluble.
Here, if any question proves difficult of treatment,
. we tan discuss it in a friendly way and try to find
in consultation a solution.”

Such was the solemin and irrevocable andertakings
“given by General Botha and General Smnts as to the
final nature of the first settlement soon after the
passing of the Immigrants’ Regulation Aet. Had
the Government of this country kept faith to that
undertaking? No. The spirit as well as the letter
of the undertaking was snbsequently violated, and
hence the Indians had had to have vecourse to
passive resistance which resulted in the famocus

- pettlement of 1914, The pnrport of this settlement
was that the Government undertook to administer

" the existing laws in & just manner with due regard
to vested rights. General Smuts emphasised that it
was directly understood that the placing of the In-
dians’ Relief Act on the Statute-Book of the Union
coupled with the fulfilment of the assurances, would
constitute a complete and final settlement of the
- controversy which bad unfortunately existed for so
long and would be unreservedly accepted as such
by the Indian community.

PROTECTION OF VESTED RIGHTS

It should be vbvions to any unprejudiced person
that the Gandhi-Smuts settlement, which was the
result of a protracted struggle extending for over
seven years, antd which reached finality in 1914,
when read in conjunction with the dispatch of
General Botha and the speech of General Smuts at
the Imperial Conference was a convincing proof of
the solution of all outstanding difficulties between
the Union and the Indian community. But that
was not to be, in faet, although they accepted snd
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abided by their undertaking in terms of that settle-
ment, the Government never did, and never meant
it as such. Before theink was dry on that sacred
document, another agitation wus set on foot in
Natal under the plea of low standurd of living and
the economic babits of the life of the Indian, the re
sult of this agitation being that the Provincial Coun-
cil on this oceasion appeared as a medium to fileh
away.the long enjoyed rights of the Indian com-
mercial community and more than one Ordinance
was passed in that direction and assented to by the
Governor-General-in-Council, despite the wunder-
taking given in terms of the 1914 scttlement as re-
gards the protection of vested rights,

The unceasing “settlements” on the part of the
Government indicated no sign of sanctity for their
pledged word or signed documents, and despite the
hue and cry that might be raised aguinst them on
some real or imaginery grounds or other., the cold
fact reranined that this Government as a Government
in the real sense of the word attached very litile
importance to their sense of dnty towards subjects
who had no voice in the Government of the coun-
try. Should the Government and Parliament of the
Union attach any value to their past undertaking to
the Imperial Government, then they wounld not have
so lightly given their approval to various Ordinunces
passed by the Natal and the Transvan! Provinciyl
Councils, such as the Boroughs Ordinance, Land
Alienation Ordinance, Ruaral Licensing Ordinance,
Townships Ordinance, and so forth, all having for
its objects the oppression of the Indians, and de-
privation of their existing rights, They wonld
observe that by these various Ordinances Natal was
given a free hand to cripple the Indian community,
the result of which they reulised to-day in the once
tlourishing and prosperous commergial community
now on the brink of ruin. In the Transvaal s
similar state of affnirs existed.

ORGANISED AGITATION

Not contented with the ruin of their comwmerce
an organised agitation had been going on evidently
with a view of raining the Indian working men and
the industrinl class of Indinna. A large number of
men working for years in the Ruitway Department
have been displaced, and by a circuitnous operation
of the 1ndustrial Conciliation Act, o state of affuirs
was being created whick would render the employ-
ing of an Indian an offence and in practice Indiwr-
owned industries would be forged to close businesa

In coneclusion, Mr. Lawrence said they prayed
that God would grant their members strength and
wisdom to defend the weuk, but not to oppress
them.,

Mr. P. 8. Aiyar then moved the following resoln-
tion :—

“This mass meeling prays Almighty God to pro-
teft the Sonth African Indian community in this
hourt of greatest danger, and prays that he may move
the hearts of the rulers of this country to sympathy
and justice.” .

This was soconded by Mr. J. Royoeppen and car-
ried.

Other ppeakers inclunded Messrs, 1. 1. Richards,
Kimberly, A. I. Kajee, T. M. Naicker, T. C. Moodley
and M. Beethusee.

The Chairman expressed thanks to a number of
Europenns for attending the meoting,

Af'er the proceedings had terminated the whole .

andience once more formed into a procession anu '

went through Smith Street and then through Grey
Street to Victoria Streot where they assembled at
Rawat's Hall and further speeches were made the
whole affair terminating at 1-30 p.m.

East London Resolutions -

East London, Feb. 23 (Reuter).~In compliance
with the appeal of the South African Indian Con.
graas, to-day was observed a9 a day of prayer by the
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local Indian commnnity, and all their places of
business woera closed a’s a mark of silent. protest
agmainst the “iniquitous and nojust Asiatic Bill” p.nd
other laws which differentially affect the Indian
community. A mass meeting, over which Mr. 8.
Cnssoojee, the local president, presided, passed the
following resolutions, of course unanimously :—

1. “That this mass meeting of East London In-
dians, ascembled at No. 8, Amalinda Road, under
the auspices of the British Indian Association,
whole-heartedly supports the South Afriean Indian
Congress and prays that your efforts mey mest with
every success,”

2, “That this mass meeting of loyal British Indian
subjects call epon the universal God of all humanity
to protect the just interests of the community of this
country in this, their greatest hour of trial, We
" sincerely and devoutly appeal to that Supreme
"sBeing, the Father of us all, to move the hearts of

South Africa’s rolers to humanity, sympathy and
justice when deciding our fate.”

Rand Demonstration

Johannesburg, Feb. 23 (Reuter), A large per-
centage of the Indian commaunity of Johannesburg
responded to the appeal of the British Indian Asso-
ciation to make to-day a day of intercession and
prayer a8 a mark of protest against the Asiatic Bill
and other laws affecting Indians which are now be-
fore the Union Parliament. ’

That portion of Johannesbnrg mainly occupied by
Indian traders presented a desolate appearance with
its closed doors and covered windows, compared
with the nsual blaze of colour associated with busi-
ness premises of the Eagtern merchants. The morn-
ing fruitand vegetable market was also neglected by
them with a few exceptions.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE
N referring the Asiatic Bill to a Select Com-
wittee before the second reading instead of
after as previously announced by the Minister
of the Interior tho Union Government have made
by no means a small concession. Dr. Malan jn
replying the Congress deputation that waited upon
him on the question some time ago emphatically
refused to discuss the principle of the Bill but
Bow an vpportunity has been afforded to discuss
the principle. * Although this concessicn has been
made we are not very hopeful as to the results of
the Comnittee after knowing its personnel. With
the exception of two or three members who are
pro-Indians the rest are all anti-Indjans, How-
ever, this is an opportunity given us to state our
case fully and finally before the Government and
then allowing them to take the course they may
cho.os.e to and we o our part will be ig g better
- Position to take whatever action that may be
deemed necessary. This concession however does
Dot prevent us from demanding, as we have been
! a Round Table Conference to discuss the whole’
Asmt.xc question, for the Asjatic question is pot
only involved i‘n the Asiatic Bill. [ g involved

extent only endorses the poiicy that has lop b

a(..'lopte-d by the Provinces. The Indian cﬁmt::
nity will therefore not. be eatisfied vatil their re-
quest for a Round Table Conference is graoted for
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solution once and for all of the Asiatio question_in
South Africa. - .
Now with regard to the Select Comunittee that"*-
is already sitting the Indian community will have
to seriously consider whether they will ‘give evi-
dence before it directly or not. Their objection to
the Bill is against its principle and that they have
more than on one occasion declared. ~Any - dis-
cussion on details would be futile and not advis-
able. Therefore if they do give evidence they
could only state once more that the Bill is wrong -
in principle and show how it is sos  One thing,
howgver, would be advisable should we decide to
give evidence directly and that is to give it with
complete unanimity. To give conflicting evidence
on such vilal a matter. affecting commonly the
whole Indian community will surely weaken our’
cause. Weo wish, therefore, to snund 'this. note
of warning in time for theé consideration: of all
our brsthren. -

The ‘Asiatic Bill

Dr. Malan's Statement Ini ;,E;[E)ilse of
Assembly =/,

‘Select Committee to Report 'B'ejf'pré April 1

Dr. MALAN (Minister of the Interior) made the
following statement on the Asiatic question in the
House of Assembly last weelt :— o

As the House is aware, for a considerable time
negotiations have taken place between the Govern-
ment of India and, the (overnment ef the Union,, .
in regard to the poition of Indians in South Africa,
These negotiations began shortly after I made a
statement to the House last year, in which I in.
timated my intention of introducing at an early date
legislation dealing with the Indian question in South -
Africa. Theso negotiations have proceeded- until 5
very recent date ; they have now reached a-definite
stage, and I may almost eay have reached a -esrtain
Em?mta;e o:hﬁaﬁli:g. uﬁ?ldjfmnk it is only right at

: I ghould inform the House as to '
the actnal position is to-day. ' > what

Request for Round-Table ,Conf'erence;

The first and the chief object which the 'Gt‘)’vern-
ment of India tried to achieve Lhr&%’gh these negotig. '
tions was the holding of a rotin le confererice on
the position of Indians in Sovith Africa, Though
the scope of that conference, as wag suggested by
the Government of India themselves, if it had been
held, would have been restricted in a cerfain mea-
sure, yet, on the other hand, it is quite evident that
the idea underlying this proposal was a disenssion
of the proposed legislation on the Indian question’
by this House, and especially the dj ussion of the
B:!l which I had intimated to the House that X was
going to introduce—a discussion betwoen the repre-
sentatives of the ent of the Union and
representatives of the Goverument of Indis,

The attitude which was addpted 'by us from the
beginning in regard to this proposal—and to thag
attitude we have consistently stnck—wag this, that
this particalar problem was a South African ong,
:1111:: ;: m 1':; 11:9 aol;reedd by South Afriea alope and

e solved with a vi / ‘
mtﬁmta of Sonth Africa. ™ solely to the
ow we did not contend, and I -thi ‘
not have been justified in eont’endil:xkg,?ha?o&]i(:
attitude was inherently opposed to and, therefore.
excluded any friendly conversations with an outside
Government, but what we had i mind wag that it
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these conversations wepe .to -take place at all, then
while we on our part would be expected to make
concessions, and we would have been expected to
malkte this eoncession, if saoh a conference were not
to turn out  failure, on the other hand there must
be held out prospectively & counter-balancing ad-
vantage to the Union of'South Africa.
- Pringiple of Reciprogity
Tf we were called upon to make only concessiona
and there was no counter-balancing, then these con-
versations wonld not take place on an equal footing,
and the peopls of South Africa would have a right
tn interpret, these conversations ag an interfarence in
our domestie affairs from qutaide, and as far aa we
conld gauge the opinion of the people of South
Africa 'we bad a right to say to the Government of
India that 'any inferference from -outside in our
domestio affairs would ba tolerated neither by the
regpla of Sonth Africa as & whols, nor by the bulk
of the followers of any political party in the conntry.
‘" For this yeason and under these circumatances we
inttmated to the Government of India that we were
aot in peinciple opposed to the holding of & reund-
table conference. .
But if we did hold one, then in the propos
discussions must be included this particunlar point,
that the Gove t of Iudia should be asked to be
willing to co-:!pefnte wwith the Government of the
Unign to asipt the Government .in making the
scheme of voluntary repatriation more effective than
it i&. PRI
e more pariicularly thought of the possibility
otg ding 'ont, with 'ch*zaasimnoe st co-operation
of the Goveynment, of India, an additional indgee-
ment to the Indians to leave the conntry by holding
out to them, the possibility of an advantageons land
settlement in India op adjagent territories. If the
Govermment of India had agreed to include this
partionlar point in the sgenda of such s conference,
- the roynd-table conference 88 far as we were con-
c‘gm]qd ‘wonld have been held. -
"o i e« India Disagrees

“ The Government ‘'of 'Indig, however, did not see
their ‘way to agree to the discnssion of this particalar
pointy and'as a consequence we on our part did not
pbd onr way fo agree 'to a conference with only
‘prospective concessiong on our part withont any
prodpective advantage, a conference which would be
interpreted under such‘circumstances by the people
of South Africa as not being held on an equal foot-
ing botween the two. diffowent: sides; and as an in-
t?flp}-ablg interference from outside in onr demestic
QALAIrs, o o, : ', .

Failing a round-table. eonference, and with a view
to making reprosentgtions on onr pro&ose,d legislation
direct, the Government of Iudia further approached
us ‘withi, the reqnest to send 3 Commisgion or 8 eo-
called deputation to South Africa to ingnire into the
whole position of Indians here, and 1o give to their

own Government fivat-hand information, Wa on our -

side had no difficulty in agresing to thia request,
especlally gs the Governmeat of Indis updertook
.that the men they were going to send would be men,

of discretion, who wonld not come to Sonth Afriea -

ag agitators, and. weuld not. inflame by their presence
here the mind of the Indian community, and make
in that way the problem which wasslready difficait,

n.zoiq diffiealt. ©~ = - -
‘T 4m glad to say that the deputation has been in
South Africa now for 3 considersble timng, and the

Government of the Union have g0 far no complaint
whatever agaipst them, On the contrary, the Govern-
mient of the Union have every reagon to be satisfied
with the way in. which they have acled in most

difficalt nista . Lot
We “-m'%:; forther in connection with thfq request,
angd we offered to the Government of India’that after

the depatation had coNected its evidence thdy should,

\-
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be allowed in tbe name of the Government of India
and of the Indian commanity in South Africs to
lay the opinions of Indians before the Select Com.
mittes which would be appeinted by this Honse
after the sacond reading of the Bill,

Another Request

After receiving the preliminary report of this
deputation the Government of India approached
us with the further requeat not to proceed, at this
stage at least, any farther with onr proposed legis-
Iation, but to appoint as & preliminary measure a
Commission similar to the Asiatic Commission which
went into the whole question in 1921—{o maka a
fresh inquiry and to report to this House, Up-

fortqnately we were nof in a position to agree to this -

requesi, Wae pointed out—and I think quite justly
—to the Government of India that as 4 Commission
had made exhaustive inquiries into the whols,
problem as late as 1921, the position since that time
could not have materially changed, and that it was
unnecessary under these circumstances to have a
fresh inquiry. We further pointed out that such a
fresh inquiry waunld mean delay snd would mean at

least this, that, during the present session we wouild

not be able fo proceed with onr propoged legislation ;
and we pointed out that in face of the inppatience
which existed in regard to the solntion of this
particular question we had ne right to tell them that
we would accede to their request.

Two Proposals Rejected

So far, then, we had torned down two very im-
portant requests on the part of the Government of
India, and under these cironmstanees we realised
that a feeling was springing up in India, and also
among the Indian community in South Africa, that
we were forcing throngh this most important legis-
lation, in which they were so vitully coneerned, not
only againgt the will of the Indian community and
the will of the Government of India, byt without
giving them any proper opportunity to Iny the cuse
of the Indians before the Governmnent of the country
and before this Legislature,

Woe felt that while this feeling lnsted an atwos.
phere existed which was certainly not conducive to
the snccossful solution of this wost difficult and
most important question. It wus, therefore, felt
necessary as far aa possible o oreate an atmosphere
of good will, an atmosphers which would be con-
ducive to vhe smccessful solution of this question.
Under these circumstances we thought that this
feeling must as dgoon ag posyibie be removed, nnd the
only way to remowe this feeling was to aflord an
opportanity for wider evidence, less vestrictod evi-
dence, to be laid before the Committee to be up-
pointed by this House,

Offer to India Accepted

Under these cironmstances we definitely offered
to the Govermnent of Indis that we would prepose
to this House that the proposaed legislation of which
notice had been given ahounld be referred to a Belect
Committes before the second réading. To this pro-
posal we felt it was only right to attuch certnin con-
ditions and asfeguards. We felt it was necessary,

‘becaunse this was, under the cizcmnstances provailing

in Soath Africa and in this Houss, an nnudual pre-
cedare. It was unysnul becauee the particnlar mea-

sure I introduced has cortainly behind.it to support -

it the volume of opinion in the country, and ns far
a8 I cun judge there is no great division of opinion
in this Houge with regard to this matter. To refer
it to & Seleot Committee before the second reading
we felt would be an unugunsl procedure.

The conditions which we thought it was necessary
to attach fo this offer were, in the first place, that
the Governmoent of India shoald intimate that they
would be willing to muke use of this speciul oppor-
tunity offered to them ; the second condition was
that if they thonght it necessary to lay any evidence

-
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& Select Committee before the secound read-
:f,ﬁ":.’..:ﬁ evidence should be brqught forwurd by
thoir deputation now in South Africa. Nobody else
fromn India, either on their own behalf or on behalf
of the Government of India, wounld be allowed_tu
make use of this special opportunity. The third
conditiorr was that the Beleot Committee appombe_(l
before the second reading wonld be reguired by this
Honse to report within such a period as to enable
this House to pass this proposed legislation during
the present session, .

Thig offer, with the conditions, has been accepted
by the Government of India,

Text of Telegrams

To eunble the House to judge of the spirit in which
this particolar offer was wade and nceqpmd, I usk per-
-, mission to read to the House (continued the Prime
"*Minister) purt of the correspoudence which has tuken
place recently which have o wore purticolar bearing on
the paints to which I bave referred,

Telegram to India

On February 5 the following was despatched :

“While on the one haud wy Ministers musb regret
their inubility to accede to the request of the Govera-
meat of India for a round table conference or o fresh in.
quiry, they, on the other baud, fully realise the snxiety
of that Grovernmens to place us folly as possible the casa
of the Indian commuvity in Sonth Africa hefore the
Government; of the Union. It is for this reason that
they previously adumbruted prssibility of evidence before
o Purliamentary Select Committee by the depntation
from the Government of India, now in the country, after
the Bill shall have passed the second reading, Althongh
refercnce to a Select Committes after the second reading
will imply the maintenance of the weneral principles of
the Bill, it will at the same time offer o very wide scope
for evidence, and will not even exclade evidence on such a

fundsental qoestion in which the Government of India .

is primarily concerned, as to whether the proposed sezre-
gution shall be voluatary or compnlsory. To this sug-
geation which they have offered, my Ministers huva thos
far received no reply, and they are consequently in doube
us to the existence of avy difficulty on the part of the
Goverment of India in scgepting the same. If snch difi-
culties should however exist on the ground of too great
a restriction of the evidence, which the deputation might
desire to bring forward, my miuisters woald agree to pro-
pose the reference of the Bill to o Select Committee be-
fore the sccond reading, thne widening the scope for
eviderice 8o as to include the principles of the Bill. They
wish it, however, to be understood that such a proposal
on their part will be subject to the Government of Iudia
intimating their willingness to avail themselves of this
opportunity, specially offered, to place evidence before
the Select Committee, throngh their depatation, now in
South Africa, and, farther, that it will be subject to the
Select Committee being required to report to Parlinment
within such limited reriod as will enuble Parliament to
deal finally during the present session with the legistation
proposed.”
Reply from India

To this offer the following reply was recived from the
Government of India:

“We are in receipt of yonr exceliency’s telegram dated
February 5, and would be grateful ifyyon l:riuid be so
good as to convey to Your Excellency’s Ministers our
warm appreciation of the courtesy and consideration they
have extended to wi and to oap deputation. While we
canuot conceal from Your Excellency our deep disappoint-
mens that Your Excellency’s Ministers bave fonad it
mpoasible to agree to either of the alternutive methods
put forward by us s best calcalated to lead to a gt 8-
factory solution of cthis problem we recognise that our
proposals bave been given the fullest and most ansions
icousideration. We further undorstand that the offer
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now made to us jnvolves a departure. from ;normal Par-
liamentary practice and procedure, and ,we see in this
unother proof of the desire of Your xcetlency’s Ministers
to find a solution of this difficulc question. My Govern-
ment are in the circamstances nrepared bo accept subject
to the conditions stipulated in Yonr Excellency’s telegram,
and to our observation ju the saeceeding naragraphs the

offer made by Your Escellency’s Ministers of an
inquiry by a Parliamentary Select Committee before the
second reading of the Bill. We note with satisfaction
that the terms of reference to the Uommittee will be
sofficiencly wide to inolude the consideration of the
principles of the Bill, and we assume that jt iz the
intention of Yonr Excellency’s Ministers aléo to allow the
repressntutives of Indian opinion in Sonth Afncg. an
opportunity of presenting their case to the Committee,
which we faol sure Your Excellency’s Ministers will agree
could not fail materiolly to assist the Committee in its
tagk. Asthe Union Goveranient &re aware, onr objeotions
to the Bill are fundamentul, and are against the principles
on which the Bill is based, We propose therefore to
instruct onr depntation to present the case before toe

Select Committee in reapect of gemeral principles, al-
though it necessarily follows from oor arzument we
object also to the details of the Bill. We reckon that
we realise that Your Excellency’s Ministers are anxious
to avoid nunecessary delay, bat we trust in view of very
grave consequences for the [ndians which ‘the proposed
lerrinlation mast involve fallest poasible opportanity ‘eom-
patiable with limitations laid down in Your Excellency’d
telegram will be ufforded for presentment of the Indian
case. We are auxious that offer made by Your Ex-

cellency’s Ministers and our reply thereto shounid ' be

published here with least possible delay and should be

glad know urgently by telegram when it is. propoced to

make these public in South Africa enable us to arrange
for publication here, B

Telegram from Union -

To this telegramwe briefly replied as follows:

“My Ministers note with great pleasure aud appre-
ciation the readiness of the Government of India to avail
themselves of the opportmuity offered to Lhem for the
presentmeat of the Iadian case through their deputation -
now in Sonth Africa in accordance with the contents of
my telegram of the 4th February, 1926. With reference
to the observations in-pamgratﬁhs 2and 3 of Your Ex-
cellency’s agreement and for the forther information of
the Government of Tudia, they desire to state that amplé
time will be given to the proposed Select Committee to
hear and cosider evidence and that the reference of the
Bill to a Selecs Committee before the second reading
implies that the Indian community in South Africa will,
bhrough their represcntatives, have the same opportunity
and scope for preseating their case as will he accorded
to the depatation from India. With reference to the
lash paragraph of your telegraw I am informed by my
Miuisters that they propose to lay on the table of
the House a copy of the correspondence bebween
the Government of Indis and the Government of' the
Union with regard to the position’of Indians in Sonth
Afriea on Wednesday afternoon, the 17 inst. The hon.
the Mianister of the iuterior will then make a statement
in the House and give notice that he will move the re-
ference ‘of the Bill to a Select Committee before the
second reading., My Ministers snbmit that it will be auit-

able if the pablication referred to in vour telegram could,

take place in Indis ot the same time.”
Unopposed Motion

Dr. Malan then laid the correspondence on the table
and moved 18 an unopg.;w] motion that the order for-
the second reading of the Asistic Bill be discharged, that
the anbject matter of the Bill be referred toa Seleat
"Committe: for inquiry aud report, the Committee to huve
power to sake evidﬁneé aud call for papers, and thak it be
an tstruction to the Committee to bring np its
or hefore Thureday, April 1, ngl i Wnb o

The motion was agieed to,



Indians in Natal

The Real “Mepace”

IF.—"“ARAB” TRADERS
(From a Natal Correspondent to the * Cape Times”)

When the European extremists are confronted
with the facts set forth in the previous article of
this series they usually shift their ground and
declare it is not so much the Coolie or the Indian
manual labourer to whom they object as the so-called
“Arab” or Indisn trader. This class of Indian
_with whom may be grouped the few Indiana
who practice professions—presents a problem wholly
differant from that offered by the “Coolie.” He is
of a different class, almost a different race,  He has
a certain amount of Aryan sdmixtare in his blood
and may display marked traces of Aryan ancestry
in his featares or his mentality. He iz usually n
Mahomedan whereas the Coolie class is predomi-
nently Hindu. When he is prosperous at all events,
heo ie clean in hLis pesson and clothea and the ex-
terior of his house, whereas the Coolie is frequently
filthy in his person, clothes and surroundings.

There are other points of contrast that do not tell
in favour of the “Arab”—to retain an inaccurate
but convenient term, One of the chief of these is
that although. he, rather than the Coolie, is keen to
. claim the privileges of Sonth African citizenship,
ho does not think of himself as being of South
African nationality. He is an Indian in exile. He
looks at the relations of the racea and all other
questions with eyes of the political “intelligentsia”
of India. On the other hand the intelligent of, or
rigen from, the Coolie class ir developing & new out-
look, primarily South African. He is not ashamed
to call himself an Indian but he qualifies the term
by putting South African in front of it. He is a
South African Indian and claims South African
nationality, whether he worries about South African
citizen rights or not. He has never seen the land of
his ancestors; possibly neither his father nor his
grandfather before him ever-gaw it.

India to him is not & mother bat a grand-mother
to be hononured in memory not to be brobght into
everyday offaira. He retains the religion, and lan-
gusge, and many of the cnstoms which his father or
grandfather bronght from Iodia; even the “caste”
gystem prevails among Natal Indians to an extent
which Euvopeans rarely recognise. But politically
he is 8 South African and his ambition is not to
achieve equality with the  European but to carve
ount a separate destiny for himself and his people as
a separate community within the South African
nation. He recognises that differences of race, re-
ligion, langusge and social customs separate him
from the Earopean on the one hand and the Native
on the other. He may not like what Mr. Alexander
would call the “ghetto” type of segregation, but he
realiges that the principle of segregation is mutually
advautugeous—that, for example, it has postponed
and will continue to postpone, the enforcement of
a standard of sanitation which he recognises as
guperior to his own but cannot at present afford.
The controversy last year over the Duarban munici-
pal banquet to the Prince of Wales vevealed that
the Durban Indians of this type do not wish for
“dinner-table equality,”

) " Indians First

There is nothing of this spirit hmong trading and
professional Indians. They are Indians firat and

South Africans—if at all—a long way after, It is °

they who provide all the monetary and other driv-
ing force in the agitation for all the “rights” enjoyed
by Euaropeane. It is they who claim not enly poli-
tical equality but also “dinner-table equality.” It is
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they who are responsible for the visitz of avivdars
from India who make detaunds which 95 per eent.
of the Natal-born Indians wonld never dream of
making in their own behalf, Tt 1 they. moreover,
who invade the resideatial arens of Durban and
Maritzbarg and depraciate the valae of their yvigh-
bonr's property thus sending recruita by the dosen
to the “Anti-Asiatic Leazne” and similar bodies. If
there were any real Indian nationality, they shonld
be living among their own people—iccording to the
standard determined by their wealth—and luwling
thowm socially in snch mattera as hygicne 18 well ay
politically. Actually they have a contempt for
their humbler enmpatriots far more bitter than thet
which they credit their white neighbonra with
entertaining towards themselves.

It might be difficult to find concrete evidence of
the presence of Indinns of this class constituting a
real nuizance to their white neighbonrs; but the fact
remains that tho purchase by Indians of a properly
on the Berea immediately produces a reduction in
the valae of adjoining properties, It is this cluas,
too, which occasionally—very rarely—comnmits the
offence, unforgivable in modern eyes, of mixing
Indian with white'blood.

The commercial morality of the Bombay trading
Indian is not high; he figures rather promiuently
in the annals of insolvency. It is probably trne
also that his standard of living while he is strageling
to get a footing is deplorably low; that ho lives on
the proverbial “‘smell of an vil rut.” He is not vory
sorupulous in observance of the lnws relating to
hygiene, ahop hours, minimnm wages and somo
other points.

Bat in none of these things is he alone, Similur
gtatements bave Leen made regarding other olements
of South Africa's population amingt which there is
no organised outery, The romedy in most enses ia
g strictor enforcemwsvnt of the law. It is not denicd
His
main offense is that he cuts ont the Evropeun [rom
certain clusses of trade; but if he were oxpelled
from the country, ns the extremisty dvsire, wonld
the Enropeans who would, supplant him bo niuch
more serapulous ?

Economic and Social Position

Economically t'e trading Indian is a “mennce”
only to a section of the LKuropean trading commu-
nity: the palatial now shaps thut are buiny built or
have recently been built in West Strect, Durban for
purely Earopean firins offor a steiking demonstra.
tion of the limitntions of his competition, 'Tho .cuse
appears to be different in some of the -smull towns
sach as Stanger and Verulum: bat there in the main
the Indian is catering for hig own ruce. Partienlur
cnges whers an Indian has cut out Luropean storo-
keepers bulk large in population discussion; but
surely the argument from individual cases is the
worst possible guide in matters voncerning the re-
lations of races.

The supposcd social “menace” arising from the
presence of the Indian in Natal is tho subject of
even grenter exagueration. It s quite possible to
live in Durban for years witbout encountering o
pingle instance 'of the allewel arrosance of the
prosperous "Arab.” It woull be difficult to kot one
per cent. of the Earopean population of Durhan to
testify to speciflc instuncog ot detriment, incon.
venionce or even annoyanco cansed by Indiana; aml
in o very large proportion of the cuses wldnuced it
would be found on examination that the root of the
trouble was mere prejudice. It is unnoying to se
an Indian seated on « trwmenr while you yoarself
have to stand, wherens if Lo were u Baropesn it
would be merely his good luck in baving bearded
the car first; but the reul source of the annoyanco is
¢learly race-prejadice.

If the facts are aven approximately as they have
been stuted in these two wrticles, is it werlh whilo
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to clamour for, or even to contemplate, dra‘mc
measnres which mnst invariably create grave difli-
cnlties tor the Linperial QGovernment and for t_he
Britisa “Raj” in India and lay ap for South Africa
amens all the peoples of the East a store o_f !mtred
an { suspicinn which centuriea may not dissipate ?

Nevertheless, it is a sovnd instinet in the l?eople
of Naual which demands that every justifiable
measure shoald be taken to diminish the evil effects
of the unfortnnate tripartite complication of races
which exists in that provinee; and that instinet is
sharel by many who do not entortain the violent
prejulices or endorse the extravagant demands of
the Bonth African Leagus extromists.

{ 7o bo Coneluded,)

> Anti-Asiatics Busy In Transvaal

Southern Suburbs Association

At the monthly meeting of the’ Southel:n Suburbs
European Assnciation recently the gqnestion of the
opposition to the granting to Asintics of general
dealers’ licences in the district was discnssed says
the Slar (Johannesburg.) The association had made
in all 13 objections to the Town Council, and the
licence of an Indian storekeeper in Tarf Club Streot
had a8 a result not been granted.

Mr. H. J. Crocker said that in the future the
association would have to lodge more specific ob-
jections. The failore of objections in the past had
bheen due to vagueness, '

He pointed out that after the General Dealers
Ordinance had come into force, fhe Town Couneil
had found it an impossible task to deal effectively
with the 10,000 applieants for licences. The Conneil
had been ‘taken by surprise and had found itsolf
without means of coping with applications,

Lotters had been received in reply to circalars
gont out to varions towns in the Union, in which
it was stated that two towns had definitely decided
to form Anti-Asiatic Lengnes, while the other towns
were considering the matter.

Mr. H. M. Ross, the chairman, said that the
association had been making steady progress since
its inception three years ago.

Middelburg Town Council

Middelburg (Trausvaal) Town Couneil, in an
endeavour to strengthen tho hands of the Govern-
ment in connection with the Asiatic Bill is reported
to have adopted the following resolutions drafted
by a eommittep : :

Whereus in the investigation into town conditions
in connection with the renewal or granting of
licences the Muanicipal Couneil of Middelburg have
had the following facts urgenily bronghs to their
notice.

(1) Unsatisfactory hygienic conditions and Asiatic
trading are practically Bynonymous,

2} Yo many small Asiatie traders contrive to exist
that the standard of the general trader ug to life and

_ comfort muost be lowered, and prices of com-
modities also raiged.

(3} After years of snjourn thh Asigtic Seems no
more assimilable into European calture than at first,

. This Council begs to assure the Government of
stncere and thorough support in any attempt to deal
with this most important Union problem—the
Asiatic in the midst of ns, This is a uuanimous
resolution.

“The Committee farther recommended, that any
resolution adopted by the Council on the above lines
be suhmitted to the Government and algo to the
Traosvaal Municipal Association with the request
tha_t the As<ociation will circularise other Munici-
palities requesting them to take similar resclutions
for snbmismion to the Government; The Associa«
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tion be also asked to make ‘represantations to the
Government on the above lines."

This second resolution was also adopted by the
Town Couancil.

Class Areas Bill Not Drastic Enough

A public meeting called by the Mayor of Kierks-
dorppv:as held recesutly to discuss the Class Areas
Bill. There was an attendance of between 400 and
500 persons. The Mayor having introduced !;hq
subject, ths Rev. P, A, Theron spoke of the Indiag
question mainly from a Christian point of view as
opposed to Mohammedanism. Mr. H, L. M. Leib-

brand, M.P.C., Mr, J. A. Neser, J.P., and Mr. H. M.

Guest, J.P. also Mr. Morgan Evans and several
others addressed the meeting and. eventua.llg the
following resolution was passed without a single
dissentient proposed by Mr. Morgan ]ifynu_s and
seconded by Mr. Leibbrandt, M.P.C. : Thgt_thls
meeting of Kierksdorp residenta thanks the Mmgst-qr
of the Interior fer his efforts to ecombat, the 'Asu‘:txc
menace, and requests him to introduce legislation
effecting the ultimate removal of all Asiatics from
white araas, that all Asiatics not born in this counfry
should be repatriated at the earliest date, and even
those born in South Africa should be aamsted to be
sent away if they choose to go. This meeting is of

opinion that the Class Areas Bill as drafted is not' -
suficiently drastic.” P

The meeting was absolutely non-poliﬁdnk-Soﬁth
%Tfriean and Nationalist party men all agresing.—The

ar. . N -
J ohannesburg Municipal Licensing  Court
' tates its Position S

Certificates to enable them to trade as general

dealers were granted by the Johannesburg Muniei--

pal Licensing Courp to & number of Indians, but the
applications of other Asiaties who had failed to
appear in support of them were struck out. *

At the opening of the court says the Star.

(Johannesburg) Councillor Law Palmer (who pre-

sided) referred to the snggestion made in the Press
and elsewhere that members of Municipal Licensing
Courts bore animus to Asiatic traders, .

“I want to state,” said the chairman, “that, as far-
a8 this court is concerned, it has dealt with, and wilk:
continue to deal with, every application. on its.
merits. It has endeavoured, and it will: continue 4o
do so, to deal justly with every applicant for - a-
trading licence. Neither politics nor race: will in-r
fluence us one iota, and whether Astatie, Jew,
Gentile or native, justice will be administered with-
out fear or favour, This court endeavours to CarTy"
out the terms of the Act, and if in doing so certifi-
cates are refused it will be because either applicants:
or their premises for which licences are required do
not conform with the health or building by-laws.
The public has a right o protection from inganitary
or unhealthy premises being used for- the sale of
articles of food, and this court must provide that
pProtection. T :

. —= ) ,“,V .
Personnel of Select Coﬁlii:i;ﬁeg

The Select Commiitee on the Asiatic Bill wag
announced by the Speaker in the Honse of Assembly
as follows :— ) C

The Minister of the Interior (D, Malan), Mesprs,
M. Alexander, E.C., C. W. Coulter, P. Duncan, K.C.,
Fordham, Hattingh, Lennox, M. L., Malan, Marwick,
Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, Mesars, Pearce, Reyburn,
Rood, Van Hees and Vermooten, The party re-
presentation is as follows ; Nationalists, six; S.A.P.;
five: Labaar, threes Ooti: Dum., ones -

5
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" Indla and South Africa
‘““All Asia Stands Together ”

Position of China and Japan

(BY C. F. ANDREWS IN THE “CaPE ARGUS.” )

South Africa, so far ss its present western civil-
"lsation is concerned, is for the most part 8 young
and undeveloped country. While the actual dis-
covery of the Cape by the firat adventurous voyagers
from Europe dates back to the fificenth centary, its
history 28 a progressive civilisation is hardly yet a
century old.

On the surface the new civilisation of the West
appears everywhero to prevail. Those from Europe
whn visit for the first time its admirably planned
cities and purvey its country-side, might regnrd the
present order as already established. Yet those who
have sfudied most carefully and deeply the under-
lying conditions are faoll of givings.  South
African statesmen like General Smuts and writers
like Mr. L. E. Neame have not failed to express
their doubts abont the future,

One of the most pessimistic utterances was that
made, soon after the census, by Dr. Inge, the Dean
of St. Paul's and president of the Eugenist Society,
in Lonon. The passage appears in his Calton
lecture, and it has been republished in the first
* yolume of * Outspoken Essays,”

Dr. Inge’s Belief

‘Dr. Ingb belioves that over b great part of South
Africa the white race is already facing defeat. With
its complete monopoly of political power, its in-
tepse class conscionsness, and its unwillingness to
undertake manual work, he likens it to those
ancient oligarchies which lived upon the labour of
sorfs,

It is true thatin such a pictnre the Dean has
missed the significance of the Cape franchise and
the liberal element that is everywhere at work be-
neath the surface of things. Bat taking the logical
view of the doom of any aristocracy, he looks upon
the futare as already decided.

“I know," he writes, “of no instance n history,
in which » ruling race has fiot been ultimately
ovsted or absorbed by its subjects. It ie & law,
which bardly admits of exceptions, that aristoors-
cles do not maintain their numbers, The ruling
race rules itself out,”

Dr. Inge goes on to show how the race that is
treated as inforior tends inevitably to become prolifio
in population, while the race that reckoned mnpon
its own - wuperiority tends, asa leisured class,
. % become sterile. Thus, the centre of gravity
ghifts more and more in favour of the sarvival of
the race that is kept in an inferior and subject posi-
tion, while the aristooratic race that holds it in sube
jestion graduslly disappeara,

“Dame Nature,” the Dean writes, with a certain
frony in his tone, “‘cares nothing for the babble of
politicians and trade union regulations. She aavs
to us, what Plotinus in a remarkable passage males
her to say : ‘You should not ask questions: You
shoyld try ta understapd: | am not in the habit of
talking!’

" In _Nature’s School

“In Nature’s school,” he goes on, “it i8 & word
and a plow, and the blow firat. To the Eugenist
the prospect of the English race in Sputh Afriea is
very dubions, The white man is there as an aris-
tocrat, directing semi-servile lahour. .. .. Large
tracts of country may at last be occupied only by
Eaffira”. - :

" 1t is not difficult to counter certain postulates In
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thie argument. We might answer, that history does
not always repeal itself: that we ape making new
history ourselves every day. Dame Nature doens
not have it all her own way. She caunot be the
sime domineering mistress that she was, hefore the
foll advent of scientifically controlled mechanical
power, :

Granting, however, that there are artificial means
of almost incalcnlable potency, whereby Nuture har.
self may be harnessed, vet it is trne also that rigid
conditions still remain within which Nature still
rales as her own mistress with absolute sway; and
it is as useless to defy Nature in theso things aa it
was futile for King Canute to defy the incoming
tides of the ocean. Therefore, the fact remaing,
that Sonth Africa represents a very young civilisa.
tion, with problems of such ditHenlty within its
own borders, that some people ave alroady inclined
to crll them insolnble,

The thesis that I now wish to present may be
atated in the following words : “Is it wise for this
young civilisation, at the very time when the roots
of its own onitnre are not yet firmly established, to
oballenge gratuitously all the three ancient oivilisa-
tions of the East?"

“We mmust get rid,” it will be said in reply, “ancs
and for all, of the Asiatic question before wo turn
our face to the larger native problem., We can
settle the Indian problem quickly by grasplng the
nettle with both hands, just as we sottled the
Chineee problem twenty years ago, After all, with
us to-duy, it is a matter of self-prescrvation. We
really cannot consider the right and wrong of it,
If what we do in gelf-defence inanlts India, China
sud Japan, we cannot help it."” .

When the matter is thus stated, as an Argument,
it is common ground thot the Indian queation hns
wot to be solved somochow. It is also common
ground, that this minor question of the Indian in
South Africa onght not to interfore with the right
solution of the major isswe in South Africn—the
native question. But will the short out contem-
plated lead to a solution? 1Is it not likely only Lo
make the whole problem more ditfloult?

Let it not be said carelessly that the civilisations
of Asin are effete and that their rasentment is not to
be feared. Indiais fur too olose goographically to
South Africa for any sooh facile argament, A
people, on the verge of obiaining selfsgovernmont,
that numbers over three hundred and twonty
millions, is not to be despisad, Furthermors, in
this matter, all Asin stands together; and though .
China may not be at present a factor to reckon with,
yet in the end she will count for a vary great deal,
with her fonr hundred and seventy million sonls,
And Japan? Is Japan to be lightly treated?

We have heen lenrning recently, throngh the nn.
spenkable miseries of the war, the intense folly nnd
madnees of throwing down the gauntlet and taking
the short cut to power regardless of justice and
right. We have learnt also entirely to distrust the
ples of self-preservation when it aver.rides mami
considerations, The best mninds in the world at the
present time have acknowledged that n vast and
reckless mistake was made by all the warrior
nationa in August, 1914.,, We can 8oo now that thia
madness of unnocessai'y war hus thrown back
Western civilisation amd impoverished the whole of
Euarope in intellect as well as in wealth. The
anzlogy between whut bappenad then in Eoropn
and the passing of an unti-Asiatic meusnre in Sonth
Africa by the use of deswntic force muyrerom a fur-
fotched one in Sonth Africa itself, but I ean ussure
those who read theae articles, that it is being nssd
with-intense sincerity of oonviction in Indin. The
sense is every whoro present thut & moral wrong Is
being done, which oun nevar ba forgotten or_for.
given,
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The British Parliament meets on Friday week.
It will have to face many far reaching questions.
The- ehief among them will be the question of
national economy. In the past whiles the Govern-
ment declared for economy in the State, depart-
mental heads gave lip service and no more: each
opposed any rednction of expendntnre in his own
department and expected a reduction in the other
departments, and so the story goes. The Chancellor

“tof Exchequer, the versatile Mr. Winston Churchill,
will in the coming session seek express Parlia-
mentary authority to veduce the expen:liture in
each of the several state departments.

After the lapse of some centuries, the Moots in the
Tnns of Court are being revived with a view further
to improving the legal education of young bartisters
and students. Gray's Inn alone appears to have
kept up its Moots. Last Monday the Moot in the
Tnner Tewple was revived with the Lord Chancellor
presiding. Next Tuesday the Moot in Lincoln’s
Ian will also be revived under the chairmanship of
the Lord Chancellor. Middle Temple will too be
not without its Moot. There are societies indirectly
connected with, or independent of the Inns of Court
which are Interested in matters of Law., But there
{s something peculiarly appropriate in an Inn baving
its own Moot. They can never be thought without
in some way remembering their early and very
npcient traditions which are not inseparable from
the life and ntmosphere of the Inns of Qourt which
in tradition and age are as great if not greater than
those associated with the venerable Unniversities of
Camberidge and Oxford. In the Lincoln's Inn
Black Books the Mtot i8 mentioned 8o far bick He
1425. These Moots however, where they had
lapaed for a time now with their revival will give
an added Interest to those inquest of logal education,
and will to some extent help to show them how
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" things in law are. done.’ antl thm under' mme

semblance of a Qourt of Justice, ~ J : § €
Mahatma Gandhi is now engaged in tlle wnhng

of his biggraphy. He has reached the chapler deal-’

ing with his early marriage at the age of fourteen,
and as a * votary of the truth " he says be must go
on writing this chapter however bitter it may be
for he disapproves and deplores early marriages
betwaen those who are no more than children. There
is that well-known and charming little life of his
written by the late Rev. Mr. Doke styled An,uIn-
dian Patriot M. K. Gandbi. "That is an aeeount of
his life which Mr. Doke largely drew frofn’ Mr.
Gandhi Bimself in tHe days of the passive« resistané
movement in the Transvaal. Bat we shall. whep
the Mahatma's book is pubhshed haye a_larger, a
fuller and a more comprehensive 1ife dcconnt of &
man among men told by himself, ds Ho alond donld,
unsperingly of himeelf and.of the trathnthat is im
him. We have no doubt that the book will be s
Jovablo as the Mahatma himseif. It i8 an eonrag
ing sign of the times that the lives of out ¥feat men
are now being made accessible to our children and
even to ourselves. Following upon the death of Sir
Surendranath Bannerjee, his auto biography gaw_the
light of day. The life story of a gveat. Indian
Pioneor, and we are now bromised the - Buto
biography of another great Indfan: - Pidnesry as' gredt
a Patriot as Sir Bannerjee—oun jown—rMahatma,
We have had the biography of that great Indian
Administrator and man of letters, Romesh ‘handra
Dutt by his son-in-law, & very readable and mterest’-
ing book. These arp the beginnings, if W hiay'm
phrase it of the re-birth of the greatness .of :vur
Nation. The recognition of ; f.he great and noble
among us.
T A P S
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The gold mining indastry whi +
gold toglndla lasb Eveek. This a&?ge:i? oe’ggg :ogeﬁlgg
of twd monthn, daritig whivh there hna beett & scafaity of
bu{’eng orders for FM from India, , Iudiay i8 olaimed,
btill the Un on's bear. eunbomer in the matter of
puraliases of gold, /- e
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