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NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

-

MASS MEETING OF INDIANS

MASS MEETING of Indians of the Province
of Natal, under the auspices of the Natal
Indian Congress was held last S'unday after-
noon at the Rawat’s Bio Hall, Victoria Street, to
rotest against
P (a) Local Government (Provinecial Powerg)
Act, which validates the Public _HeaJth Ordi~
nance and the European Committees formed
thereuander. ) .
{b) Colour Bar Bill,
- (¢} Liquor Bill, )
There were about 1000 present, and the meeting
was a8 representative as poss’ble, and the speeches

- were listened to with silence. Mr., V., Tawrence

presided, Mr. P. R. Pather, the Acting Secretary
sapporling him, and amoogst those on the platform
were Messrs. R K. Khan, J. Royeppen, B.A.,
(Cantub), A. I. Kajee, the General Secretary of the
South Afriean Indian Congress, 8, R. Naidoo, P. S.
Aiyar, C. R. Naidu, R. K. Naidoo, E. M. Ally,
A. H. Kazi, J. M. Francis, M. M. Lokhat, I. M.
Haflejee, R. B. Chetty, 8. Emammally, C. Miankhan,
Mahomed Ebrahim, M. C. Coovadia, Moulvi Fateh
Mabomed, B. M. Patel, B. M, Singh, 8. Himed,
8. N. Richards, A. H. Moosa and Satya Dev. -

The Chairman's speech was as follows :— )

Gentlemen,—We have assembled here to-day for
the purpose of dealing with matters of very Iar
reaching iroporiance to the commuuity in Natal
and the other Provinces of the Union. It has been
our unfortunate lot that since the present Govern-
ment came into power, specially the Indian com-
munity in this Province have been made the target
of attack incessantly, and the Natal Provincial
Council which is sapposed to be pre-eminently a
British institution, has had a 1ot to do with leading
these onslanghts on a voiceless and unrepresented
community such a8 the Indiang in Natal, It was
not long ago that the Provineial Connecil deprived
us of oor Municipal and Township Franchise.
These were preceded by the Public Health Ordi.
pance No. 7 of 1923, which aimed at establishing
Health Committes in urban areas in order to in-
angurate 2 better system of sanitary conditions in
those areas and though the ostensible object was said
to be for promoting sanitation and better Health
conditions, yet onr community realising that the
Ordinance referred to was not likely to promote the
proclaimed objects, protested against the Ordinance
and submitted that sanitation being a concern in
which our community was as much intereated as the
. European commnunity, that due representation be
given at such Committees in the appointment of the
members thereof, but unfortanately, the Provincial
Conncit did not give heed to our representations
whic_h we made before the Select Committee
appointed by the Provincial Conncil, However, the
Health Committees were sppointed  despite our
protests, and onr Community had no other choice
but to stoutly refuse to pay the taxes levied by those
Health Committees and defend the actions instituted
by them agginst some of the prominent members of
onr commaunity, which resulted in a decision being
gwvenin our favour by the Natal Provincial Division

of the Supreme Court of South Africa, and by
by virtue of a judgment of the Appellate' Court-dated,
the 27th day of November 1925, it was declared that
it was not -within the powers of the Proqncial
Counecil to pnss the aforesaid Ordinance. As soon as
the highest judicial aathority in the land had de-
clared the aforesaid Health Ordinance illegal, the
present Government - immediately took steps to.
remedy the defect by introducing a Bill entitled
“Local Government (Provincial Powers) Bill” the
objects of the Bill apparently being to validate all
acts done by or under the anthority of the aforémid
Provineial Public Health Committees. On hearing
the introduction of this Bill before the Union Parlia-
ment, the South African Indian Congress despatched
a telegram to the Minister of Health protesting
against the Bill and requesting for an opportunity,
to be given our community to lay their views, but
this.was not agreed to, and in the course of a few
houre’ sitting of Parliament, the Bill was hastily
rushed through in all its stages. This Bill legalises
all the illegal acts done by the aforesaid Pablic
Health Committees and declares the Pablic Health.
Ordinance intra vires.  Again after the passage of
the Bill and before ‘it received the assent .of the
Governor General, representations were made to the
Governor General With a réequest to receive a depn-
tation from the 8.A. Indian Congress to which the
following reply was received :—. : P
reply to your telegram of the fourth February,
I am directed by the Governor General to inform
you that on the advice of his Ministers, he has
signified his assont to the Local Government (Pro-
vincial Powers) Bill and no good purpose therefors
would be served by his receiving the proposed depu-
tation from your Congress.” | .

The operation of this Ordinance has been made
retrospective in po far 88 the levy of rates. and
charges and other acts done' by the Health Com-
mittees under and by virtue of the mid Ordinance
are concerned, o i

Such is the severity of the Union' Parliament in
dealing with matters affecting the Indian commu-
nity. And I sincerely hope that unprejudiced -
European citizens would gseriously poander over the
tendency of- the Union Government regarding the.
direction it is leading the conntry to. In so far as
the Indian community was concerned in respect of
the Health Ordinance, I take this opportunity to
state that while we are quite prepared te contribate
our share of work in the direction of promoting
sanitation and better health conditions, we have to
emphatieally declare to the world at large,. that
having regard to the present racial antipathy, our- -
countrymen are not prepared to confribute any
taxes unless due and proportionate representation ig
given fo us in the administration of such matters -
becanse from the little experience that we have had

- at, the bands of these Health Committees, we have

found that taxes collected from Indians - and other
non-Europeans were being used mostly for im-
proving the sanitary conditions_in localities where.
Europeans predominate. We say ‘that. if the. Pro-

vincial Council was sincere in its degire o promote
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sanltation amongst all eections of the community,
why do they hesitate to give the Indianas a voice in
the administration of the affairs governing such
matters? On yoar bebalf, therefore, I venture to
lodge the strong protest against Local Government
(Provincial Powers) Act and although it is placed on
the Statute Book, 1 may inform the Government
that they are not going to have a smooth sailing by
those who are concerned in the operation of thia
Act. . -
Now I comée to the Worke and Mineds Amend-
ments Act. This very same Bill was introdnced
last year, the objéci being to reserve all skilled
trades and occupations for the descendants of the
Eurcopean race., As yon are aware, the Bill raised &
gtorm of opposition from all quarters and as the
Senate threw out the Bill in the last Session, it
has baen re-introduced with the avowed objects of
making it a law of the land. I need hardly say
that no civilised legislature has enacted a measure
ot this kind for the proposed legisiation for all
eternity will brand millions of non-European sub-
jects to a position worse than that of helota and
will place them under a stigma and disability from
which they conld never rise. Students of history
' Toow that even the most cruel tyrant never pro-
mulgates a Jaw of this kind because even tyrants
intuitively held that that wonld be going against the
law of nature, Here, the Union Parliament, in
their wisdom have deemed fit to preclnde the whole
of the Indian and Native races from pursuing any
_ trade that is run by mechanical power.
It is really very surprising to note that the Labour
Party which is supposed to champion the principles
_and sanectity of human Iabour is the most clamorons
element for introducing the Colour Bar Bill and in
the ardent degire to oust all the trade rivals, they
have apparently allowed themselves to be obaessed
by passion and prejedice and undermine the cause
of justice and truth.
I have now come to deal with the Liguor Bill
which has been introduced to Parliament The
objects of this Bill are to consolidate and amend the
Liguaor Laws in the Union. Although, on prisdeiple,
the Congress has always atood for temperance
amounting to total prohibition, yet in dealing with
a measure that has for its objects the consolidation
of the existing laws, we cannot ignore the principles
tinderlying the present Bill; that is to say under the
guise of the consolidation meusare, the Government
have-taken the opportnnity to introduce class legis-
lation avowedly aimed at the elimination of the Indian
and Nafive workmen from earning a livelihood by
béing eémployed in this trade. Seeing that this is a
¢lass Tegislation and observing that it is intended to
‘further the financial interests of the white race, we
strongly object to a legislation of this kind, If legis-
lation, having for its object, high ethical motives
were introduced, we should be quite prepared to
-, nasist in the administration of such a legislation.
" But when it i introduced for enriching a few such
a8 contemplated in the present legislation at the ex-
pense of the Indians and Natives and at the same
~ time prohibiting them from being emplayed in
such trades, we consider that such legislation is im-
fnoral and’ wicked for it aims at throwing thousands
of Indians and Natives.ont of employment and
openibg ap avenues of employment, for Kuropeans.
T cannot find sufficlently strong expression to con-
demn the attitnde of the Ministers in connection
with this Bill. I would hail with delight if the
Minister introduced a clause making absplute pro-
hibition for all. The Bill is a monstrosity and a
gross violation of all known moral “principles that
ought to govern any civilised government. On
your behslf, I Jodge a strong protest agninst the
objectionable clauses contained in the Bill,
TUnder the regulations framed undsr the Industrial

Conciliation Act, the pri:_ififnf trade hag been greatly '

affected. That is to my, by one stroke of the pen.
the Minister has declared that those who ran print-
ing industries are called upon to pay a certain wage
regardless of the financial position of a particular
industry the result being, that the owners of this
trade are put to heavy loss and in some cages, they
are being threatened with ruin. Under the latest
regulations, both the Indian Master Printers and
their amployees are liable to be hanled up before
the Court and probably compelled to close Lnsiness
for contravening the Ministerial orders, On the
whol, the effect of the regulations framed is that
kundreds of Indians both employers and employed
‘would be compelled to cense operations and in fact
they would be prohibited from pursuing their legiti-
mate tmdet
the printing industry of onr country. The subtle
mannet by whioh the regulations are made operative
should be of particular interest to the public at large.
Perhaps you may not be aware of the fnct that
owing to Colour Bar no Indinn is admitted either
in the Maater Printers' Assaciation or the Typc-
graphical Union. But at the same time the minis-
terial order enjoins that any sgreement that may be
entered with the Master Printers’ Association and
the Typographical Union ghall he binding and in
faot, shall have the force of law on all those who are
pursuing the printing indnstry.” The resunlt being
that any and every sgreement that may be entered
into with the European Masjer Printors’ Aasociation
and the Typographical Unios is made operative on
all, though the Indiana have never beon & party to
and in fact, bave been ignorant of, any such agree-
ment, As o result of such antooratic action on the
part of the Minister some of the: unserupulons men
are using it for the purpose of blacknmiling, wa
several cuses are pending before the Joarta. I do
not wigh te dwell much on this aspeot of the ques-
tion but I sincerely hope thot the Government will
see the iniquitons nntnre of the regnlation and take
tha necessary steps to remedy the evil,

Similar sttempts are being mada to rain the In-
dian. tailoring and boot-making teades and it is tho
duty of Indian tailors and boot-makers Ansoolution
to take prompt steps through the Congrem to re-
phreaent their cuge before the Ministers ero it is to

m Y

Before I cloge, I should like to tell all the Indian
shop-nesistanta as that their interests are likely to be
affected shortly they should orgnnise themsclves
and work hand in hand with the shop-ownera.

To-morraw, the much oriticised Aniatio Bill will
be introduced in Parliament, and I hove no doubt
that our counirymen are very much concerned over
the moamare and will watch the proccedings with
unabated interest.

Whatever may he the ultimate issae, I hope I nm
echoing your feelings when 1 say that despite all
thess trinls and oppreesions we #re determined
to fight to the last diteh and we shall not
sarrender onr honour and melf-respect under any
cirenmstances. The Government obsessed by passion

| and hatred are rushing headlong with a mpecies of

leginlation which is bound to recoil on their own
hends, and ia order to fill the cup of iniquity, they
appear to bave embarked on promuigating a deries
of legialation the iminediate effect of which ia
cesaation of induatrial actjvities by Indians. On the
whole, the present economic persacution combined

L with political oppression is going to have a tremen-

dous effect en the country at large. Even now,
shonld the Mihisters-have cyes to see and sonse to
learn they may retrace their stepa and revert to the
right path, if not, they would know to their utter
discomfiture that oppression aud persecution had
never trivmphed in dealing with sabject races.
Geontlemen, yon will remember lnat year, in &
speech made before the National Yarty in Cupo
Town, the sponeor of the Asiatio Bill epeaking of

Bueh is the Ministeriul vagaries againat
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putation to India said that they harl eone
:Eﬁrc? etg :tlao mischief, create ill-{eeliny between
South Africa and Indie and to aasist oar f\fothcrlaud
in obtaining self-government. [ emphatically deny
that there is any intention either.on our part or on
the part of the Congress Depatation as ia being im-
pliecl by Dr. Malan. We had no ather alternative
hat to send the Deputation tn India becanse the
Cnion Government refused to treat us as Son_th
Africans and to discusa the principles of the Bill
which differentiazlly and specifically ajfected us and
agree to 2 ronnd table conference we pleaded for.
The clear ohject of the Deputation as is well known,
is to luy before the Indian Government and people
our case, .
o Gentlemen, it has been decided by the S.A. In-
dinn Congress to holid prayer meetings thronghout
the Union on a day that will be announced here-
after for divine guidance to our rulers who seem to
be departing from the paths of justice, vighteo_usness
and humanity and aggruvating racial prejudice. [
uppeal to yon gentlemen, to respond to oar call,
On that day, I ask you, to clase all shops and ceage
doing any business or work, To whatever denomni-
nation yon may belong, I ank you to spend the day
in a devotional manner and appeal to Almighty God
to instil in the minds of the Ministers and Par-
liamentarians of the Union & truly Cbristian &pirit
which alas they seem to- be so sadly lacking in so
far as the treatment of subject races is concerned,
Certain regolutions will be sabmitted to you this
afternoon affecting all the matters that I referred to
in my speech which I commend to your favourable
consideration.
Resolutions

The followiny resolutions were then passed:— .

L. That this meeting of the Indians of Natal
strongly protests acainst the Colour Bar Bill which
i# a cluss legislation and which is deliberately
bronght to exclude the non-Eurcpean races from
participating in the benefits of civilised lsbour and
in acqniring opportunities for self-development
and thereby keeping them down as helots, and this
meeting respectfully requests that in view of the
determined stand taken by the Government in
pushing the Bill tkrough, despite warnings given of
the dangers that are ahead, the Senate will exercise
its powers which the non-Earopean races expect
from it, by not passing the measare as was done
last year, -

Proposed by Mr. J. Royeppen, B. A. (Cantab.)

HSeconded by Mr. A. H. Kazi.

Supported by Mr. C. R. Naidu and Mr. AL B, Naik.

2. That this mass meeting of the Indian commu-
nity of Natal while sapporting any temperance
movement and welcoming any measnre that would
farther and fortify the objects of temperance, is
totally opposed to the Liguor Bill which ie conceived
It a 8pirit of class legislation, imposing as it does,
cluss disabilities based on race and creates racial in-
equality and this meeting forther strongly proteste
against and objects to the several provisions in the
Bnll. designed to throw out of employment, sum-
rparily, thousands of Indians and Natives, who huve
"% employed in the different branches of the kliquor
trade, and in excluding them from Deing so employ--
ed, thus introducing a further colour bar into the
_I}mon legislation.
# Proposed by Mr. S. R, Naidoo.

Seconded by Mr. I. A, Essack,

3._That this mass meeting of the Indians of the
Prov_mce of Natal, asserabled in Durban nader the
auspices of the Natal Indian Congreas plices on re-
cord 18 strong protest aguinst the Locul Government
(Provincial Powers) Bill, now assented to by the
Gov.ernor-Generul legalising the Ordinance No, 7
1923 (Natal) which waa declared to be ulfra pirs the
powers of the Provincial Coecuncil by the Appellate

Court of the Union and validating the acts done
onder the authority of the said Ordinance. This
mesting deplores the aftitade of the Union Govern-
ment io rashing the Bill throngh post haste and i
giving no opportunity to the Indian cominunnity to
state their objections to some of the provisions of the
now legalised Ordicance. While welcoming the
underlying objects of the Ordinance to promote
health and sanitation we emphatically protest against
other provisions which Jdebar s from having any
say in the election of the members of the Health
Committees notwithstanding the fact that the Indiana
are required to pay taxes, and hereby respectfully
appeala to the King-Emperor to exercise his pre-
rogative of vetoing the Act.

"~ Proposed by Mr, A. I. Kajee.

Seconded by Mr. B, M. Singh. .

4. That this mass meeting of Natul Indians
assembled at Dorban nnder the auspices of the
Natal Indisn Congress whilst again objecting the
principles contained in the Asiatie Bill reiterates a
special plea cobtained in the resolution sabmitted

by 8. A. Indian Congress to the Union Government

and since supported by the Viceroy of India to agree
to the holding of a Round Table Conference and
respectfully urges upon the Union Government to
stay the Asiatic Bill until all avennes have been
explored by all parties concerned with a view to
arriving at an honourable settiement.

Proposed by Mr, P. 8. Aiyar.

Seconded by Mr. M. M, Lockhat.

Sopported by Mr. 8. N. Richards.

9. This mase meeting of the Indisns of the Pro-
vince of Natal assembled at Durban under the aus-
pices of the Natal Indian Congress in response to
the terms of the Resolution passed by the South
African Indian Congress appesls, as indicating a
further solemn protest against the Asiatie Bill to all
Indians to close their shops on o day to be appointed
and to offer divine prayers invoking the blessings -
of the Almighty Godpg bring peace on earth, and
to give strength and wisdom in the hard stroggles
that are facing us,

Proposed by Mr. Hajee Moulvi Fateh Mahomed. oyn\‘

Seconded by Mr. S, Emmamally.

4
MR. ANDREWS’ WORK » '40

N the midst of all our trisls and difficulties we
H are most fortunate in having as oghr‘gl_l_a_m'iion

- such a good man and true ss Mr Q. F.
Andrews. Ever since his arrival in South Afriea,
Mr. Andrews has not rested, but continued steadily
to place before the people of this country the trae
facts concerving the Indiun question. By his
letters to the public press, interviews with pro-
minent men of all shades of opinion, and his
weighty utterances, Mr. Andrews has created a
steadily-growing Euripean public opinion in favour
of meeting out justice to Indians. If ag 4 result
of Mr. Andrews’ work, we have not yet -2 strong
peblic opinion on our sile, we have at least a
growing number of people who are mot prepared
to “swallow” the Asiatic Bill without question.
The Government will find that thig determination
to foree British Indians to leave South Africa by
means of offensive legislation will not be approved
of by sensible, God-fearing men and women. W
have Mr. Andrews to thank for sowing the seed
of divine discontent. It is not yet too late for
this moral force to assert itself The Bishop of
Natal has uttered a solemn warning to the mem-
bers of the churches in hig diocese, and we trust
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that other church leaders will be courageous
enough to follow his example, and call upon their
hearers to pauge and consider before condoning &
moral wrong. People are beginning to recall haw,
in years gone by, the principles of “British Justice”
were held sacred. What has happencd that res-
ponsible public men dare to say that they will
‘support the Asiatic Bill even though it may be
unjust? Times have changed indeed!

. Mr. Andrews had decided to leave Cupe Town
for England on the 20th ulto., but he felt it his
duty to remain here longer. We are glad to hear
that the Labour Party has decided to coanfer ‘with
him on the Indian question, We await with
interest the result. In the midst of all his acti-
wities we now learn that Mr. Andrews is enguged
in writing ‘s book on the Indian controversy,
" which we can promise oar readers will be an im-
portant publication. Such remarkable energy by
a han with a none too xvbust constitution denotes
great love and intense spiritual force.

As to-dey (12th) is the birthday of Mr. Andrews,
wo offer, on behalf of our rvaders and ourselves,
hearty good wishes and loving greetings. Wo

- know that all Mr. Andrews' work is a labour of
love What ean we desire better for himn as well es
“the Indian community than the ¢ -nquest of hatred,
suspicion and race prejudice by a broud, generous
and loving spirit? This is our only hope. And
“wo wmust not forget that this-same spirit must
permeate the Indian commuuity as well as the
European.

fCﬁpe_Times' On Indian Accu-
~ sations Against South Africa

. " IV.==The Natal Land Quesfion

A charge of breach of fuith is being brought
against Sonth Africa in respect of the Areas Re-
servation Bill, popunlarly knowan as the Asiatic Bill.
There are three “counts” in the charge :

(1) That-the segregation provisious of the measure
constitute  breach of the Smuts-Gandhi agresment
of 1914,

.(2). That the Bill is inconsistent with the under-
tukings given by Union statesmen at Imperial Con-
ferencen since 1917.

(3) That the restrictions imposed by the Bill on
the acquision of land in Natal by Indiana break the
pledges given by the Natal Governnent to Indinus
bronght in Natal under the indenture system.

In & short series of articles these “counts” are
examined in the light of the available doenmentary

. evidence. The conclading article, printed below,
deals with the last of the three “‘connts.”
. The last of the charges of breach of faith brought
against Sonth Africa by the Indians alleges that the
clauge in the Areas Reservation Bill (Olaose 10)
placing restrictions on the futare acquisilion of
land by Indians in Natal breaks the pledges given
by the Natal Government ‘to Indians brought into
the.Colony under the indenture system.

This iz a far more definite and specific charge
than either of the other two and has far more
snbstance. ~ Bat, as we shall see, even this charge is
not accompanied Ly sufficiently definite proof for a
final opinion on it to be expressed.

The Indian case is this : From 18G0 to 1911 in-
dentured laboar was imported jnto Natal from I[n-

dia. This could only he done with the ennsent
of the Government of In/lia. There was, accorlingly,
almost continnal negotiations Letween the Govern.
ment of India and the Natal Government in the
course of which conditions were laid down by the
former and aceepted by the latter. These comdi-
tions included the right of Indians to romain in the
Colony, at the end of their indentures, as “free men,”
whilch status included the rights to own lind and to
trade.

Under the South Africa Act the Union took over
all the obligations of the four Colonies, Therefore,
in placing restrictions on the right of ex-indentared
Indians and their descendants to acquire and owa
land, the Areas Regervation Bill is a breach of faith,
And this breach of faith is all the more heineus.
-because, having bailt np her proaperity on Imdian’
labour, Natal now seeks to evade the sbligations by
which alone she was able to oltain the henefits of

. that labouar.

Thus runs the Indian argument, and it mnst bo
admitted that here the Indiaxna havh made out a
atrong prima facie came,

Every Indudement

It is quite true that Natal was so eager for Indinn
lahqm-, that, as the Asiatic Ingniry Commission puts
it, * every inducement was heid out to the iniden-
tared coolies both by their employers and the Gov.
ernment to renew their indentares when comploted
snd subsequently to romuin in thn country ns freo
labourers.” Itis evon true that ab Hrst prants of
Crown land were made to induco Indiuns to remuin
in the country, although that wus done only for a
short time.

Bat a8 recently as 1908 the keenness of Natal to
avail herself of the advantages of Indian labour was
shown. In that yoar the Imldian QGovernment
put a stop to emigration of indentured Iabour
to Natal on the ground that the Indians wore not
fairly treated under the Heensing luw. Natal -
-plored the Indian Government to raise the ban, and
when the Indian Govermuent replicd that it woald
do go if the licenaing law were amonded 30 s to
allow a right of appeal to the Supremoe Conrt asiinst
a refnsal to renew a dealer’s licenee, the Natal Gove-
ig;)rc?mt prowptly complied by passing Aot 22 of

. There was always in- Natal o -lurge scction of the
people which strongly «isapproved of the policy of
importing Indiuns unidor what was practically a
pyatem of State-aided colonisation. And it is romo-
times argued that Natal of to-duy has no obligntions
towards its Indians because the Crown Colony Govs
ernment did not really reflect the will of the people,
Natal's Bencfits

But, willing or anwillingz, Natal has recsived thoe
greatest bencfhits from Indian labmtr, Tho 1919
Solomon Comnmission quotes thn following passgn
from the report of a Commission appointed in Nutal
in 1909 to inquire into the quostion of Indian
immigration : .

“Absolately conelusive evidence hus beon put
bef~re the Commission that asvoral fnsinstrios
owe their oxistenco and presgent conditions tn
indentured Indiag lubonr, and that if tho iwmget
portetion of guch labouwr svere abolisluad nder

. present conditions the indnstries wonll dosline

and in gome casda be abamlonel ontirely.” .

Chief among theso industries are the s, tea\[’
and wattle industries.

Seeing that Nutal owes her proaperity to a c¢on-
siderable extont to [mulian lsbour, it behoves hor for
her fair fune Lo be most serapulously vareful to Ace
that she Joes not now sat wsicle any obligatious she
may bave incurred in bringing that kabour from its
native home to her alinres, Lot aa, then, see what
evidence there is avail thlo a3 Lo the pledges, if any,
that the Natul Governiuent hud given.
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‘here is, nnfortanately, not mnch avidence, z.md
what thereis is indirect and not very conclasive.
The forms of indenture set out in the gchedules of
the Act of 1831 and 1395 do not help. They con-
tain mercly such matters as rates of pay. rations. and
periods of gervice. Nothing is said in the;n about
the atatns of the Indian who remained in Natal
after his indentures expired, except that annder tho
Jatter Act he had to pay an annual licence fee of £3.

Conditions of Recruitment
The Solomon Commission. too, said nothing on
the subject.
mission went into it, thongh not very deeply. Re-
j. ferring to trading rights (and righta of Jand owaer-
ghip were, presumably, on much the same footing),
the Commission's report stys :

*“The foriher recrnitment of Indian labourers
for Natal from time to time #5 s4id to have been
assented to by the Government of India on the
distinet finderstanding that those rights wonld
not be interferred with.”

Again summarising Sir Benjamin Robertsen’s
memorandnm, the report remarked :

“Ag regards Natal, it was submitted on behalf
of the Government of India that it would be
inequitable to deprive indentnred Indisns or
their Jescendants of rights which were open to
them at the time of their introduction to the
Uolony, and were 41 sfferl conditions of their
recruitment.” ‘ : '

The words we have italicised suggest that the
Commission bad not before it any direct and con-
clusive evidénece that free ownership of land had
heen definitely promised by Natal to the indentared
Indinns, |

Mr. Duncan Baxter's Views

On the other hand, Mr. Duncan Baxter, 2 member
of the Commission, in dissenting from the Com-
mission’s recommendation that the right of Indians
to acquire land in Natal shonld be restricted to the
coustal belt, gave it us one of his reasons that the
restriction woulid be -

“in the case of ex-indentured Indians and their
descendants, & breach of the conditions of re-
cruitment, which, I think, should be scrupun-
lously adhered to in the interests of good feel-
ing and the sense of fnirplay, 20 necessary in
our relations with the Indians in South Africa
and the Government of India.”

The members of the Commission, however, did
not find the evidence as to “couditions of recruit-
ment” so certain, and in recommending the con-
fining of Asiatic Jand ownership to the coastal belt,
they thought it sutlicient to say : “In Naial it has
been soggested that no great bardship would be
suffered if the rights of Asiatics to acquire land were
restricted to the coastal belt.” )

But Clause 10-of the Areis Reservation Bill goes
much further than that, Not merely does it make
it impossible for any Indian to acquire land at all
onteide the coastal belt, but even within that belt it
allows Indians to acquire land only from other In-
.- dians. Thas, within the coastal belt no more land
ZSecan ever be owned by Indians than is now owned

by them.

Indian Enterprise
. Apart from the moral question involved, the
expediency of such 4 course is made highly d;)ubt.-
ful by certain impartial evidence given before the

Asiatic Enquiry Commission. The Commission was

evidently mueh impressed by the facts brought

forward by Mr. A. J. §. Maritz, Magistrate of t

i . o of the

Lowel; Tt‘lgelﬂzi Division, in regard to the sogar and

tea-planting district of Stanger, , i 33

the report.g . Mr. Maritz, says

“stated that there are large numbers

Indian farmers ic. his district, many o:;r :11;1:!1:

ponsesa their own lands He flade) however, that

But the 1020 Asiatic Inguiry Com- [

thoy graduoally get squeezed out as the suger
industry expauds. Originally they acquire
waste land, and, after coltivating and develop-
ing it, they eventually dispose of it at a good
price to European sugar planters. Then they
go farther aficld and purchase cheaper land
elsewhere: and thus they are continually open-
ing up new land, which Europeans wouald not
find payable. Bat, by caltivating it on a small
scale and in an economical manner, they
manage to improve their holdings, and render
them sattractive to European planters.” ...

That, however, is by the way. If Natal thinks it
in her interests to put a stop to so useful a process,
that is her affair. But the moral question concerns.
pot only Natal, but the whole Union. o

Clause 10 .. e

Itis certainly the duty of the Government to
examine the justice of Clause 10 more mnarrowly
than it seems a8 yet to have done. The-question of .
first importance that must be snswered is whether
any definite pledges were given about land owner-
ship by the Natal Government to the Government
of India. The only way to settle that point is. by a.
thorough examination of the records, an examination
that only the Government can carry ouk.

If such definite pledges have ever been given,
they must be honoured. A proviso would have to
be added to Clause 10 exempting from its operation
ex-indentured Indians and, if need be, their deacen-
dants. i _ .

If no actnal pledges were given in S0 many
words, if the fact, which was then trne, that land
ownership was free in Natal, was merely held out
by recruiters as an indacement to Indians to come
to Natal, then the obligation not to restrict Indisn
rights of land ownership is not so binding. But the
question wonld still remain whether it is quite fair
to take advantage of the difference between a definite
promise and a recrditing indacement. = -

In any case, more light is needed on this point of
land ownership than the public now -possesses.
Clause 10 was not in the Class Areas Bill. It is the
most restrictive and far-reaching of all the provisions
in the new BilL. In taking away certain rights, the
segregation clauaes give the Indians other rights in
their place. Not so Clause 10, which mevely denies
to Indians the right to acquire any more land at all
in Natal. . _ . -

Clearly Oppressive

In itself, the reservation to certain races of the
right to own land in certain areas is not new to
South Africa. There are European areas where
natives may not buy land; there are nafive areas
where Europeans may not bay land. But Clause
10 goes further than that. It does not allow an In-

- dian the right freely to buy land in the Coastal Belt,

and deny him the right elsewhere. Even inside the
Coastal Belt he may buy land only from another
Indian. ’ v -

It is diffienlt to see how such a provision codld be
administered withont . entailing very considerable
hardship on Indians. It is the one clange in the
Bill that is clearly oppressive. RN

.So far as the rest of the Bill is concerned, if it is
fairly and justly administered, it may, deapite the
ob_noxiousness of its compulsory principle, do some-
thing to advantage both Europeans and Indians. ’
Bat Clange 10 can be administered only to the
detriment of Indians. ' o

For these reasons the public will look fo Dr.
'.!Ea.lan, when he introduces the Bill, for very clear
justification of this provision. If the Clause is to
stand, the'Government will have to prove beyond a
peradventure that no binding pledges were ever
given by Natal on this point. And beyond that, he
will have to show that there i8 a very real necessity
in the circomstances of Natal for legidldtion so
seteroly rastriotive as Cflawme 10i .
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+ If he cannot do that, he had better either jettison
the clause altogether or very materially amend it.

Mr. Wm. Cox in the ¢ Times
of India”

Mr, Wm. Cox bas addressed the following lelter to
the Times of India :—

Sir,—1It is deeply regretted by many British South
Alricans that the paosition of the European population of
the Union in relation to the Indians in South Africa is
not understood in Indin. For ivstance, even a journal
with the high status of the Times of Jndia, in a leading
article {in yonr issue of Augnst 18th, 1025) states:
* The South African Government are bent upon courses
oppressive and brutal to the degree of inhumanity towards
the Indian community living under their role.” The
provisions of the Areas Reservation Bill, introduced into
the House of Assombly in Jaly last, aad which will be
dealt with in the forthcomiog session of the South

African Parliament, is the main canse of complaint

which has evoked this criticisw.
- Tt i8 well known in South’ Africa that trading and
- residential segrepation in urbnn areas is necessary on the
ground of public health,- The Indian populstion in
Soath Africa is almost entirely of the lowest class of the
Indian peoples. Medical Officers of Health nre con-
tinually calling attention to the insamitary cotditions
under which they live, even on spots where they have
penetrated Eutopean areas, and Dr. Malen's Bill as far
a8 it provides for segregation is an expression of the
determination of the whites not to permit Asiatica to
purchase property In Boropean localities and through
these insanitary conditiona depreciate the value of pro-
perty in the neighbonrhood of their holdinge. This is
not a matter of colonr bat one of cleanliness and the
obsevance bf manitary bydaws, = "7 ’

You, Sir, state that the Bill in question is a violation
of the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement, but thut agrecincnt was
broken by the Indians here almost before the ink upon
it was 3ry. They pub in & demand for full civil aod
politieal equality with Europeaus, and evaded Law 3
of 1883 in the Transveal by the formation of land
companies. Ave the whites to be bound by an agreement
which the Indiuns have flagrantly violated 7 It is the
conduct of the Indian in breaking the agreement, and in
patting fi demands the granting of which would
invoive Indian role in Natol, and the gradual uuder-
wmining of white eivilivation in Soath Africa, that hus
compelled the whites to ask for legislation to prowot
them from unfair Jodian gompetition, enoronchineot and
insanitation.

Leb me ask, Siv, how Indinns of the olase wo bhuve
here ave treated in Indin e nro aware of the condition
of the depressed ohetes fn Indin, 20d whiem South
Africans fail to understand the outory in India on beball
of people who are mich bester off in sho Union then t.he[\;
would b» In thelr mothetland; ard wha will dtill be moo
bester off, if Dr, Malan's Bill is passed than they wonld
be in India. In South Africa they have the white

pulation at aa ecopomis disadvantage, which is a very
impprtant factor when it comes to jnstics being done
betwesn the two races in the Union,

The ¢ry of .njugtice ba Tudieus is raised  Let me pre-
gent the other side of the pictures Asiatie compilition
in Natol is inflicting grave burdship on Buropeaus. It
is felt acotely by almost every class; the farner; the
storgkeaper aod the killed craftawan ; the farmer sullurs
indirectly by the restriction of his murkets thiough in-
dian competition and the limitation of the -lSuropeun
popplation § the storekeeper by the mnfuir competition
of bje indian rival and his wesistants some of them

prohibited inimiyrants—who are engaged nt a beggntly
wege, whilp by siijlyd yratpamna s anrelyy if lo sme
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cases elowly, being sapplanted by the Tndinn artisan.
Thousands of Indinns in Natal are doing the work which
in other Provinces (Transvaal and Free State) and in
other Dominious is performed by white men, the while
sons of many Nataliana are onable to find employment.
The European can only meet this competition by adopt.
ing the Todian standard of living. ‘The only aitermtive
appears to be the removal of the competitor.

Now, Sir, in vie‘_v of the conditionsin Indian factories,
are the Eoropeans-jnsiified in handing over the nativen
of this conntry to Indirn domination 2 Are they jnsti-
fied in allowing themaclves ro be driven ont of the
countey in which they have bailt up a civilisation ?

I inay point ont, in concluaion, that the whites here
have betome exasperated by the Intetference of Aviatiow -
in tho grave and delicate native problew of the [Tnion,
Their action at their recent Congress in Capetown ia
typical of what they have been doing for some years
past. At this Indian South African Congress, held only
a few days ago, they actuslly passed & rerolution asking
for oitizen rights for ull nuvepresented. people in Sonth
Africa. The patience of the whites has become exhansted
by the activities of the Indiat organisations among the
patives, It was only receotly that they indentified them-
gelves with the Rev. John Dube {n fall-blooded native),
8 notorious apitator for political equality as between -
whitea and natives, The Rev. Mr. Dubo delivered an
address at the Durbun Town Hall meecing when the
Indians of Dorban aesembled to protest wgaiust Dr.
Malan's Bill and the very lavae Indian audienck aasored
Mr. Dube by shonts all over thé hall while he wus
speaking that they were the friends of the native.  Only
peaple who live {n this country can appreciate the full
significance of thesu incidents.

Dr. Malan's Bill is a natural reaction to the aggressive
activities of the Indian National Coagress of this coun-
try, which have forced the Earopesns to takn rtops
towards their own presarvation, and to insist thut this
is & domestic guestion npon which outside interierenco
cannot be permitted, The whito populetion of Natal,
which is mostly British, is solidly buhiud De. Malun in
this matter,

War. Cox.

Pictermaritabug,

November $0th, 1925,

The “Times of India” Comment

The Times of India has the following leading article
on South Africa :— .
Popular racial or religious animousity we oan all
onderstand, but the aberration of judgmont now deter-
mining the policy of the South Mrican Government
towards the Indinos in the Union beats the comprohen-
siou of plain men.  Wo should havy thonght the world's
bistary provided enonih object lewsons to prove Ut the
mere oppression of o minority cominunity serves no usa-
ful purposs, No rwethod of pursuing it less drastie than
the Turkish one could ronke It euccessfnl, sud we do ool
suppose that even what the Usiou Govornment's Awiatio
'Toquiry Commission of 1920 termed * the innate antl.
pathy of the Datch peopla® fu the Uaion contemgltmm
mora thorough, 'I‘Ee meusures propounded by Houtb
African statemoen to **reduce the numbers’ our
moderation mokes ae age Dr. Malan's phroscology rather
than the blont word * extermination* adopted by
.Bishap Fisher of Cuicatta) of the Indinna are bonod to
prove fatile, ‘I'he printipe of the new Bill from which
the Union Ministers refusi to depnrt is to muke the lives
of their hawdred and sixty thousand Indina e wretched
that they will either fee Lo Indis, whence their Forebears
emiurated 19 South Africa ouder fuir prumiss of the
riehts of citizinship which are how being disteyarded,
or die. ‘The mixture of inducements and threats scrved
oit hy the Union Government in aceordunce with thin
ervel policy hns, it is tine, reslted in ten thomaaned
South African Indians eailing for Fodin but thow re-
maining have meanwhile incréated by 8 ureatet numbar,
"Phg malnfraiy of sant{nning the resart to petuesnLan
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wonld be finally to exasperate a hitherto law-abiding and
marvellonsly patient cormmupity aod to lara it inlo &
bitéer and dangerns section of the body politic #hose
wer for mischief and desire for retaliation wonld
jmmensely complicate the colonr problem thronghont the

sob-continent.

The Viceray, in his recent to the Sonth African
Depulation, took heart from the fact that tue Hertzog
Government have not yet oarried any anti-Asiatic legis-
Intion, The revising chamber of the Union Legislatare
has prevented them from doing so and thers are evident
signs that the Benate’s action bes ponsiderable support
in the conntry. The claims of the Indiana to fair deal-
ing liave thercfore stannch friends and the reflection
shonld meke us {6 India discriminating in our criticiems
of the Union people and their | aders. On the other
hand, though the Hertzog Government bave passed no
anti-Asiatic legislation theﬂ ure going to reintroduce the
Colonr Bar Bill and they have by exocutive order per-
petrated wrongs thet breach the Bmnts-Gandhi agree-
ment of 1914 which had hitherto and reasonably been
regarded by the Indiaps and by the Government of India
a8 a charter of good faith, Bat still we refuze to
abandon hope in negotiation and that becaase of another
statement in the Viceroy's speech. His Erxcellency said
that bis Government have addressed to the Union Gov-
ernment a detailed despatch containing theit views on
the Asiatic Inqoiry Commission’s report of 1921, that
there Lad bren long vorrespoodence in this vonnecticn,
and that the discussi-n was still gning on. The QCom-
missien in question was that before which Sir Benjamin
Robertson appeared in bebalf of Lord Hardinge's
Government and gave the most admirable exposition of
the Indian cam that has been written. Tbe inquiry did
not lead to the acceptance of the Government of india's
views bot the Commiseion made & report by which the
Hertzog Government's current legislation stands abund-
antly condemned and it contained eome excellent recom-
mendations. General Smuty' Government and its eoc-
ccmor have hitherto appeared to ignore the carefuolly
weighed jndgments of the Comimiseion, bu ip the present
cireninrtances to bear that the Hortzog'’s Cabiunet and the
Government of Indin sre discussing them together is
gond newe.

Lord Reading’s epeech was a remarkeble example of
discreet words whielh, spoken umder necestity in the
midst of negotiations, hold oo to the vital points at issne
withont eodangering the discumsion of them. Their
studied cantion and moderation shoald make them =&
model for everyone of us at this jupctnre. But there is
one direciion in which they might lead to popular mis-
conoe[:tion of what we regard os an important aspect of
the sitmtion. To ackuowledge the Dominion status of
the Union and upon it the Union's claims to freedom
from interference in ite internal affaira {incloding its
tight to determine the constitution of its own population)
is all very well, but the¢ Union's positien i sabject to
particalar Jimitations, To begin with the lndiens in
Jouth Afrita eannod be vepatded a¥ alfen interlopers for
they went there under pledges and in 1914 bad renewa}
of those pledges which ?ive them good title to the rights
of citizenghip, Beoonidly, thy vonstitution ¢f thy Tnion
contains & provision that in case of legialation % rpecially
ot differentlnlly affectin® Asiatiss™ the Governor-
Geiseral by tofase assent Or reservd far the Mignifis
cation of the King's pleasure.”” This Indian problem
does not belong only to the internal affairs of the Union;
it oveiflows and has s ound imperial importance
which wes recopnided by the Impe#al Gavermment and
by the Union authorities when both pnt shair signatores
to the Union constitution. The Goveroment and people
of India bave therefore a right to demand of the Im-
periul Government. the strongest possible sopport of their
reazouable elpima angd if in tho lawt resort the Unjon
Government remain obdurate and the matter betomes
an mrial statidul, s in that cdse It woild do, the
Im Utvernment will tod ha wble to  wacape i

1
respuniiblifey,

Indians in Natal

. A “Menace” to the Europeans ?

1,—Tae CooLie. :

The following is the first of a series of artitles appear-
in the Cape Times by a Natal Corvespondent s—

The Astatio question as it presents itself in Natal
divides matorally into two parts, and it ia streange thal
bardly anyone bas yet perceived in this fact the cluw to
a reasonable solution, if not ome that will mtisfy the

-Natal white extremists, We shall have moade zoms pro-

Ereau when it {s universally recogmized that the measare,
he socalled “golntions™ for which the extremiata clamotit
are imposeiblp; during recent years all discussion has
been clonded by the demands of pure prejudice.

The immense growth of Anti-Asiatic sentiment i§ an
after-effect of the Great War. In the main, the Indians
were brangbt into Natal to perform specifio tasks for
which no ether labour, white or black, was then available.
A shortage of white laboar vontinved in ing de
during the period when the foundalions of Natals in-
dustries were being laid and became aoots during wnd
immediately after the Great War. Whenever the Indian
ine:l;ded ahsp::e of labor;r wEhmh had been, or pri<
ately migh be, reserved for Eurepeans, the work he pur-
formed eame to be regnrded as “ouolie work.” White
men were reluptant to engege in i, and employers, leavs

" ing ether considerations onb of acoouss, were winctant

on this ground alone to offer it to white men. When
the torn of the wheel cams, and nnemployment became
prevalent among Enropean: Guring the period of de-
preanion, every Indian in regular ‘employment beécamea
cauee of offence in the eyes of the unemployed white man,
bowever menind the work he wes doing. : :
Spheies of Labour o
_In recent years definile steps have beem taken in the
firection of & freah delimitation of the spheres of white, -
brown and bisck Inbour respectively, Some interesting
experiments have been made by the Durban Coporation
aod by privai4 employers in replnoing Indians and
Natives by Earopean fien or youtbs. These experiments
have nob beea uniformly successful; bus there can be no -
qusstion that they might be extended with a donble adx -
vantage to the community throogh the diminution of
white unemployment §nd the abolition of a legitimate
gense 08 grievapos among the white artisan olasses
against their Asiatic neighbonrs, .
Actually, hewever, the number of Indians employed
on work for which Evropeans would be willing to engage
themselves permanently, is not large, If the Amti-
Asiatic extremists bad their way and all persons of In-
diar descent were shippeq back to India tosmortow, by
far igeffﬁeat‘erhpa? :f the 'mar‘ t.h:g ate doibg in Natal
won l 46 $he Natives, and wmtlch of it wopld
Yesh efficieditly bnd less ecotiotfedlly, if it z:aﬂdorgg nl';i ﬁ‘
It s even probable that aty gain ‘in white employment
wonld be more than %ou tarbalanced by the Jous 6 whits
emplvﬁm dpe 4o the sheok {0 indyatries whirh vd
been bafit bp id park ngon tha ¢hpap lpboar of the oooli 4
When the fudians were brought ibtn Natal to mipply
Iabouz {alaytet exvtugively anskilled) for the Sogar pstates,
they were recruited faigely from the dowest castes.
Throngh regular efuplayment, combined with. better
feeding aud more atbention to health than theiy nnpestors
had kiiowy, aome of them have developed Tavaritably in
the eource of three or fony generations; buk § very . Jarge
proportion #till belotifh esrentially 16 the lower gaolie
class, superioy to the Bantn in habits of industry, w fow
degrees superior iny intelligence méf initigtive, propoup:
cedly inferior ig physique. 1!: ia difficnlt tp Huderstand
why an efement of the pn&l‘l ativn whick bad w § Hg
dedcribed in ihese teting Wliokld bo fiﬂﬁbr&ﬂ by Yeing
e iandaw!onmsbhing 4t b, Dy
d b ig certalnly an economip pest, - .

.

¢ .
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! The Real Competition

) That the “ooolie™ s far more frequently in competition
. in the labonr market with the Native thau with the

European’ will be admitted on reflection by anyoue who

knows Natal. The Natal Natives and even the Znlns

are grodoally overcoming that aversion from regolar

work which compelled the Imperial Government in the
early days of Natal to choose between imported in-

dentured laboar and foreed Native laboar for the nascent

cane-growing industry. ([ncidentally it is the pronoun-
oed preference of the planters of that day for forved
Native labour which has given rise to.the modera legend
that the Indians were forced npon Natal against her will -
by the Imperial Goveroment.) Natives have displaced

Indisns to a very large extent in the canefields and sugnr-
mills. The Native cook and house-boy have gained
gromd in competition with the Indian in domestic
gervice; and the Native washer-woman bas broken down

the monopaly of the Indien “dhoby.” :

On sccount of his habits of industry the coolie will
prabably hold his own against the Native for generations
to come in the market-gardening business, laundrying
and a few other occupations.. But here he is hardly in
oompetition with the Eoropean. The callings in which
he is in competition with the Native—either possessing
an advantage in his superior intellizence or being at a
disadyantage owing to his inferior physique—or at the
worst with the coloured man, who forms a comparatively
small element in the population of Natal, account in the
_aggregate for a very large majority of the Indinns des-
cended from the indentured labourers who are working
regularly in Natal today.

Clerks and Others

A much emaller but still considerable group ocomprise
those who are’ engaged in one way or amother in
ministering to their own race or to the Natives, This
group includes the lawyers’ clerks who frequently figure
far too conspioucusly in discussions of the subject. (The
Indiang are a litigious people, and many lawyers in a
small way of business have a clientele maloly Indian;
it is natural that they should require Indian clerke. No
other European professional or com nercial men employ
Indians in that capacity.) It inclodes also Indian order-
lies in hoepitals for Indians and Natives, employees in
Indian bars and eating houses, in stores ron by Indians
for Indians and Natives, and on motor-omni-buses cater-
ing . chiefly or exclusively for colonred traffic. These-
ocoupations wonld disappear if the Indians disappeared,
but meanwhile those who fill them ave not “doing white
men out of joba,”

‘Finally, there is a small gronp of ocenpations, of which

cabinet-making is perhaps the most conspicnons, where
the descendants of the coolie 'abourer are admittedly
competing with white men, thoagh often it will be found
that where the white mau has t» face [udiaa com-etition
in Natal he las to face coloared competition in other
Provinces. [In this group of ocunpstions there is, a3 has
been shown, scope for re adjnatment; for the white work-
er to regaia gronnd wuich he lost by default in the pyst.
But the rivalty between Baoropean aud Indian in this
group of occupations is cerwinly not sufficiently serions,
even on the most generona estimate, to justify hostility
towards the [udian community as n whole,
_The position of the so-called * Arab™ or * Bombay

- Trader,” will be considered in the uext article.

{To be continued.)

Natal Indian Congress

ASIATIC BILL

A Day of Prayer

Roll up in your thousands to the Mass
Meeting. Record your silent protest against
the Asiatic Bill. In accordance with the
resolution of the executive of the South
African Indian Congress every Indian
throughout Natal is asked to observe Tues-
day 23rd day of February 1926, as a day of
Prayer and every Indian business house
i]s requested to close the whole day on that

ate,

A Mass Meceting will be held at the
Rawat Bio Hall, Victoria Street, Durban,
at ro-3o am. on that day when prayer
will be offered to Almighty to instil a sease
of Justice in the hearts of the Ministers and
the Parliamentarians of the Union.

Y. LAWRENCE,
ABDUL HACK KAJEE,

Vice Presidents,

P. R. PATHER,
Acting Secretary.
Natal Indian Congress.
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