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MR. C. F. ANDREWS AT KIMBERLEY

HE people of Kimberley had been: engerly ex- [

pecting Mr. C. F. Andrews' visit and many

telegrams had been sent to him asking him
what day he was likely to arrive. At last on January
4th he eame with Mr. Manilal Gandhi and was re-
ceived and garfanded at the Station and brought to
the homee of Mr. N. S. Pillay.

Daring the day conversations were held conecern-
ing the new Asiatic Bill and its effect upon the In-
dian community. In the evening a mass meeling
was held over which the President and Chairman of
the Association, Mr. Dawson presided. Speeches
were made by several members of the community
describing the services which Mr. Andrews had
beer! able to render to the Indian commmunity by
his constant journeys abroad on bebalf of the Indian
canse,—especally in Kast and Sonth Africa,

Mr. Andrews in reply said what a great pleasure
it was to him to be able to be present once-more
among his old friends in Kimberley whom he had
never forgotten, He warned them that, compared
with what was happening at his other visits, this
present trouble was by far the most serious of all
because it threatened the very life and scul of the In-
dian community and left it helpless and defenceless,

At other times, Mr. Andrews said, when he had
come out to South Africa he had felt that even if the
point at issue was not fully gained, the community
itself might survive, But this time the issue was so
grave that the straggle had become one of life and
death. If the Bill were actually passed, the Indian
community in South Africa was doomed.

Mr? Andrews went on to say that the mischief had
already begun. The Bill had been made retrospec-
tive from August 1st 1925 and its clanses, even
though not already passed in Parliament, were
beginning to take effect.
gaid, he had gone to a barber's shop to have his hair
cut. The barber was an Indian Mussiman, While
bis hair was being cut Mr. Andrews had talked with
the Musalinan barber who had told him that he had
been served with a uotice that in fature a sign-board
must be pat up outside his shop atating that only
.coloured paople would be allowed to be served in
this Musalman barber's shop. For thirly yeaes he
bad been carrying on his trade unhindered set now
his whole livelihood was to be taken from him, Yet
the ehop was ag clean as any place Mr. Andrews had
ever been in to have his hair cqt, There conld be
no pessible objection on eanitary grounds, It was
purely a colour qaestion. The ‘8ame notice hal
been served on other Indians also, The barber had

faid to Mr. Andrews that in the days of the Prophet,

Noah, when the earth b grown exceedingly wicked

In Pretoria, Mr. Andrews

God Himself had sent a flood and destroyed the
wicked people. It ssemed as if another flood would
come and destroy South Africa if this wickedness
went on much longer, .

Mr. Andrews went on to tell another incident,
how a Musalman had come to him, in the Asiatic
reserved compartment, and had brought his adopted
son to him, and had shown him a series of exemp-
tion certificates, which had been renewed year by
year, allowing his son to remain with him, as he was
an orphan, and he wag acting as father to the lad,
who was twelve years old. But now, when he had
applied again for an exemption, he had been refused,
on the ground that it could no longer be possible
under the present Bill, which wonld soon become
an Act of Parliament. He also said to Mr. Andrews,
as the other Musalman had done before, that truly
the wickedness of this land of South Africa was
coming to the full and God must send His punish-
ment, 19 e . S

Mr. Andrews said in conclusion that he fully
shared the feeling of indignation expressed by those -
two Musalmans. ~ It would indeed be the filling of
the cup of iniquity to the fall, if these things went
on much longer. God was long-suffering and
patient; bat God's justice was unswerving on the
earth. He urged his sudience, in conclusion, to
unite a6 one man to resist the Bill, and to join in so
doing with their brethren, who were in the Trans-
vaal and in Natal. In unity alone was their strength,
Hindus and Musalmans must unnite in perfect har.
mony together. He had come out from the Poet,
Rabindranath Tagore, and also from Mahatma
Gandhi, to give them that message. N '

The meeting decided, at the conclusion’ of the
evening’s gathering to send a cablegram to the Poet,
Rabindranath Tagore, thankifig him for his" great
kindness in sending omt their old friend,” Mr,
Andrews, to them, when he was in such g bad state
of health himself, and wishing him a speedy recovery
from his present illness, The Hon, Secretary, Mr,
Rajagopal, despatched the cable at once.

Mr. Andrews’ Arrival at Capétown

On Thursday morning the Tth instaat, at’ 10-30
am. Mr. C.F. Andrews arrived at Capetown. He
was received at the Station by prominent members
of the Indian community and was garlanded and
presented with several beautiful bouquets vn behalf
of tho Cape British Indian Coancil, Mr. Andrews
was then taken to Dr. A. H, Gools’s residence at
7 Buitencingle where he is at present residing, My,
Andrews is interviewing the local Press representa-
tives and prominent Europeans on the Asiatic ques-
tion,
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MR. BOYDELL'S BULLYING -
[Bx Ci F- Axveews]

R BOYDELL, the Ministor of Labour, has
been bullying. Bince he appears to have
done this almost unconsciously, it is

necessary to tell him very pluinly and bluntly the

tituth. At the same time be should understand

that such s bullying attitude counts for worse than

nothing at all in India’s present mood. It only

irritates and wounds. For India is in no mood

_ to-day to stand bullying from South Africa and it
is high time that South Africa understood it.

Ever since I landed in this country the advice
‘has beett repeatedly given me that South Africa is
not i a thood to stand 4any threats from India. I
have always replied quietly and firmly that India
alsois in no mood to stsnd any threats from
South Africa. It ls South Africa that began this
quarrel, nol India. It is South Africa that is now
threatening the very existence of the domiciled
Indian community. To first torture your victim,
and then, when a bystander interferes, to say,

‘I woni stand any outside interference,’is the
very quintessence of bullying.

Mzx. Boydell, as Minister of Labour, teck a pro-
minent and important part in framing this present
Asiatic Bill. He has set his seal and signature
apon it. He knows for certain that it will squeeze
vut of Natal a very large number of those who
vame thers 6s labourbms, under comtract, with a
definite agreement that they should be sllowed to
remuin in Natal after their labour contract was
uver. He knows also for a fact that the injury
about to be inflicted.by this Bill will be so great
that Indians will not be able to endure it. The
Rev. M. L. Tick and Mt. Tielman Roos and other
gupporters of the present Goverhment have ex-
plained, in detail, how this is to be dome, and
havé gloated over i, Mr. Tielman Roos, for
instance, said (and his words need repeating) that,

“he was making an appral to ile whole of

“Natal to see that this Bill wag placed on the Statute
Book during the next sesiﬁ of Parliament. They
wished to arrive at the point when, by repatriation,
they would have reduced the Indian population to
the irreducible minimum.”

Therefore, Mr. Boydell as Tabour Minister is by
this time fully eonscious of the irreparable injury
4hat is being committed, without any hint of
apology or compensation. Nevertheless, when
persnns como over to protest in K the mnane of

_hounanity and ia the name -of labour, he blunftly
tells them in 6o many words, to go back to Iudia
again, beosuse this is & domestic mmtter and he
will brook no cutside interference.

Any impartial person, who studies this present
Bill, can see how brutsl it is in every chapler
and section. The subtls ingennity of the immi-
gration clanses whereby a husband may be
sephroted from his wife, or a parent from his child,
and a man may become @ prohibited immigrant

-¥rom his own native land,—all this represents a
form of crnelty, which the English paper, the
Statcemadn, has rightly described as ‘almost dia-

bolieal.” The two instances given in my Kimber-
ley speech, quoted elsawhere, will show unmis-
takably, by practicel illustration, how the mis-
chief had already begun. WIith regard to the
labour contract itself which the Natal Government
signed, there can be really no shadow of doubt
Yet, as 1 bave already said, the moment anyone
comes over from India to protest, Mr. Boydoll,
with his foot on the neck of his victims, and with
the lash ready to be applied to their backs, shouts
out: " We are masters in our own houss! We,
the men of South Africa, will not be rulad by any-

one from Delhi, or Calcutta or even from London.”.:

I have ventdred to call this a “bullying” atti-

t

tude, and I feel certuin that if by any chance Mr,
Boydell rends this article, he will understand why
I have used the word.

It huppens thut od my present visit to South
Afrion, I represent, as its Presiden¥ the All-Tndia
Trades Union Congress. The Congresa Executive
of which I amn the Ohairman, has asked me to
make a formal protest agaiast the breach of labour
contruct which is now being committed. I have
been emuowered to do this on behalf of the ex-in-
dentured Indian lubourers of Natal.. Yet already
the Labour Miuister has uttered his threat, that
he ‘will not be ruled by Delhi or Calcutta oreeven
by Londoa.

T call this attitade once more a ‘bullying,’ and
not & reasonablo attitude. Let Mr. Boydell, as
Minister of Labour, prove that no engngement
whatever was made with these Indian labouvers

in Notal,at the time when they first landed in

Soulh Afrien. Let him prove, if he can, that this
present Bill does not in any way break the lubour
contract. That is & reasonuble attitude. But to
say that the men of South Africa wiil not be ruled
by Delhi or Caleutta or even London, is mnot
argument at all. It is bullying.

Things in India

(By O. F, ANDREWR )
rv [ ]

A new year in the politionl history of the world
has dawned. We ara no longoer in the year 1925,
but in the year 1926. We have left the grout Euro-
pean War behind by over six years and a new world
order is graduslly forming and shaping itself, whioch
can only a8 yot be dimly outlined and foreshadowed
by the mind of man. .

‘What will be the effect of all this world upheaval
on India iteelf ¥ Is Swaraj really coming nearer ?
Or is it now receding into the back ground ? Will
the All-India Nationsl ‘Gongress, und the aim of
Swaraj it stands for, retuin ite bold upen tho popular
imagination in Indio, or will the Congress dissipste
its energies in useless divisions and disputes, uud the
aim of Swaraj be abandoned ?

Questions, such as these, must of nececssity be
forcing themselves up Lo the surface in overy think-
ing Indian minds, at the presont moment, in Youth
Africa, when the Indiun community is faced with
the greatest crigis that can come to any people—a
deadly peril that actually involves their own vory
existenca. Sunch qnostions also will natarally
assume an acute personsl interest and importance,
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becanse whatever may be accomplished by local
colonial effort by Indians themselves, the fact still
remains that the fate‘of Indians abroad is bouad up
intimately with the fate of India itgelf. If Swaraj
is coming quickiy to India, then, it is felt, there i8
gome hope left : but if Swaraj is indefinitely delayed
and postponed, then any expectation of fair ‘treat-
ment here in South Africa is deferred, and " hope
deferred maketh the heart sick,’—as the proverb
traly states.

After thinking over the problem, nigbt and day,
for many years, and after watching the actual trend
of events, it has become clear to me at last that an
immense accession of strength has come to ail sub-
ject peoples and nations, owing to the growing
- gtrength of the League of Nations. I am beginning
* 1o believe that this new central spiritual power in
the world at Geneva, making for righteousness, will,
in the long run, ba one of the principal means of
obtaining justice in the affairs of men for those
people who- are down-trodden and oppressed. I
know that there is still an immense amount of un-
certainty on such a subject and that this hesitancy
concerning the League is justified by what has
happoned hitherto; but there are also things which
relieve the doubt in my own mind and make me
hopeful. Therefore I have some confidence about
things in India to-day and also in Sonth Africa.

Lot me give briefly two illustrations. In the
humanitarian work that I had been trying to get
dong in India for very many years, it had seemed
previously all the time as if I were np against a dead
wall in two matters ;:—(1) the abolition of Indian
sweated labour (ii) the prohibition of the Indian
Government opium traflic for revenne purposes. For
muny years, on both these subjects, it appeared to
be guite impossible to get forward at all. But then,
t0 my great relief, both these very things were in-
cluded in the settlement at the Treaty of Versailles.
Both of them became ‘international’ subjects. The
result has been that, during the Iast four years, as
from my own experience I can truly assert, there
hes been mnore progress in these vital bumanitarian
interests in India than in forty years before, Indeed,
I had almost said * four handred years' instead of
forty,—so great has been the change which has-
taken place !

Again, under the aunthority of the League of
Nations, at the time of gettlement at Versailles, came
some conguered territories, such as German East
Africa and Iraq, which st the end of the War were
called * Mandates.” The phrase was actnally an in-
vention of General Smuts.

Personally, I was full of suapicion about this very
word * Mundate * and inclined to regard the whols
thing at first as another instance of the shameless
hypoerisy which characterised the War throughout,
But as each year has gone by, I have been gradually
compelled to revise my earlier judgment. It has
become clear to me, that the very fact, that the
League of Naticns has become the ultimate protector
of these subject peoples and has demanded a yearly
account of the stewardship of them, may in time
lead to this same League of Nations undertaking the
proteciion of all subject peoples and of all minorities .
Ahat are unfairly and unjustly attacked. It may
open 2 new chapier in the history of mankind.

The fact, that India hergelf has a separate seat, as
one of the nationals, cannot be whittled and trifled
away much longer. Up to the present, an English
official has been gent to ‘represent’ India. But such
a ‘representation’ will soon become nothing lees
than indecent, and India will bave in time its own
genulne and sincere representation. Then, such
questions a8 the ireatinent of Indians in Sovth Afri-

ca will no longer be excluded from the League of
Nations itself, which already clnims to protect
minorities from unfair treatment, !

Tho certainty, that this is the real-trend of events,
buoys me up with hope. What is needed now in
Indian affairs is world eopjnion.. 'Great Britain and
South Africa way refuse justice in India and in
South Africa o thonsand times, so long as the matter

in dispute is kept as a private affair. But a world .

judgment passed either on Great -Britain, or on

South Africa, is a different matter; and though it

may be useless to appeal to Parliament at Whitehall
against executive action at Pretoria, yet if'.wqud
opinion steadily shapes itself against Soath Africa,
a3 a Government that insists on breaking its solemn
treaties and repudiating its own pledged agreements,
—if ever world opinion came atrongly round to this
point of view, on account of its treatment of the
Indian community, then it is certain that the most
hardened politician in South Africa would begin to
realise that brate force is not the only law between
man and man, and that generosity and honesty were
not only Christian virtues, but also things which
world opinion respected.

I know that, face to face with fhe employment of -

brate foree in its most brutally naked form, such as
this present Bill denotes, it is bard to believe in the
trimmph of justice and right without the employ-
ment of force in return to establish justice. But
since the end of the deadly European War, even the
Weast itself is beginning to lose confidehce in sauch
weapons as modern poison gas and bombs and tanks,
a8 methods of arriving at justice. [slera scripla
manef. “The written word abides.’” The Latin pro-
verb is becoming more, and not less, frue every day!

Only a short time ago, the white settler in' Kenya
appeared to be having it all his own way. The
forced labour of the native was even regarded as 2
necessary adjunct of ‘white civilisation,” But one
single book on ‘Kenya,’ written by Dr. Norman
Leys, has done more to set things right ih Kenya
itself than a thousand political speeches and threatd
of violence could do to uphold the wrong done to
the native. India may take part of the eredit. For
even if Indians in Kenya bave not yet got'all the
rights they demanded in 1923, the Kenya Indian
Question gave the atmosphere in which this book
counld be published and thus helped its success. For
it was publiched just at the trme paychological
moment, and not only the native African, buk also
the Indian himself, has begun 'te receive better
treatment. This one book has made all the differ-
ence.

“Things in India’ are really moving forward, not
so much because this or that party in Indian politics
hag come into power, or has lost power, but because
two men of genins, Gandhi and Tagore, have given'
new creative ideas to the world of humanity, and’
thus have raised the name of India to a position,
among men of earnest thonght and good will, that
it never had before for many centuries past. ,

In the same way, if only the story of the Indian
community in South Africa,—its sufferings, ite
humiliations, its moral trinmphs,— could be written
down as a living word, which men would read and
understand, then these ontrageous things, which are
happening nnknown and unheard of to-day, would
become imposgible. It may be, that along with, the
story of Mahatina Gandhi’s life and the life of

Rabindranath Tagore will be bound up the destiny .

of the Indian community in South Africa. For
through their writings, the wrengs of South African
Indians will at last become known to the world, and
the world will understand. . D

As a supplement with this issne we present our
rcaders with the Stutoment addressed to the Viceroy
of India by the South African Indian Delegation.

-
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Indians in South Africa
Humiliating Conditions "and Hardship

Bishop Fisher's Statement

Bishop Fredric Fisher of Calcutta, who some time
ago left India for South Africa asan independent
observer with a view to studying the condition of
Indians there, has returned to Bombay. A repre-
sentative of the Jandian Daily Mail interviewed Bishop
Fisher recently with a view to ascertain his views
on the treatment meted out to Indians in South Africa,

Referring to the present condition of Indians in
South Afrwa. Bishop Fisher said:—

I was in South Africa for two months. 1 visited
.the whole of Sonth Africa, Rhodesia and the Portu-
guese territory, where I met all the Indian Associa-
tions in the various centres and interviewed the
mayors of the cities, conncillors, certain members
of Parliament and also certain Cabinet Ministers. I
tried to mscertain the views of all the sections, the
English Enropean, the Dutch European, the Indian
and the native African without any bias. The situa-
tion i8 extremely critical. I discovered more pre-
judice in South Africa—perhaps the worst kind of
prejudico—than in any country I have ever visited
in my life,

- Conditions in Transvaal .

f ‘For instance, no Indian can board a train in the
j town or the Transvaal without a special licence.
t That licence is in the control of one white man.
i He can direct an Indian who has & shop in a given
! street, to close the shop and move to some other
! section, The Indians have no permanent tenure of

. property and that causes them a great difficulty be-
» cause they bave no permanent investments, or they
, might be asked to move at any moment. In the

: Transvaal, particularly, the Indian cannotown any
| property, not even a house and he is thus absolutely
‘segregated. One particalar plot in the slams of the
city has been set apart for Indians and all of them
have to live in that section. But even in that sec-
tion they have no permanent rights. Two years
from now, if they have established their home there,
the municipal Government might asle them to leave
and go to some other section. So the Indians in the
Trausvaal are practically in the same condition in
which the Jews were in the cld Rusaia.’ .

Amenities of City Life Denied

Proceeding Biehop Fisher said: ‘There are also
certain restrictions imposed npon Indians travelling
in the tram-cars. Only three rear seats upstairs are
reserved for Indians. The Indisn waman with cbil-
dren may climb the steps of atram-car and if she
does not find any room in the three rear seats, oven
though the reat of the car is empty, she must leave
the. tram. In fact, all the Indiana are called coolies.
Even in the school text-books it is mentioned that
all Indiane are coolies. An Indian Cambridge
graduate getting into a tram will be pointed out by
an ignorant white person as a coolie. Then, again,
the Indians are not allowed to attend the theatres
nor can they go into the pablic library to reada
book or a newspaper even though Indian citizens

might have contributed funds to the library.

to the fourth standard and therefore the only edu-
cation that the community can get mast be provided
pnvately from their own funds,
Indians Humiliated
- T'he Indians cannot g0 into the hotels except as
waiters. At the hotel where I stayed, Indian gentle-
men, graduates of Indian or English Universities,
driving in their own motor cars, could not enter
even the drawing-room of the hotel to visit one. I
had to go down to bhe footputh in front of the hot.el
o' greet-them.' -

The Antil-Asiatic Bill

With regard to the Anti-Asiatic Bill, Bishop IMish-
er snid : “This Bill, which bas pusscd the Geat read-
ing, is intolernble. It proposes to apply the sbove
rules to the whole of South Afriea and to make con-
ditions so intolerable for Indians that they will leave
the conntry in large numbers for India. The white
people definitely state that they cannot computoe with
the Indian tradera. They give two reasona, viz., (1)
that the Indian has a superior brain, and (2) that he
lives on a lower standard than the white man's,
The whites therefore say that what they cannot nc-
complish throaugh competition, they must accomplish
through legislation, They look upon South
Africa as the white man’s country and they intend
to maintain the white supremacy. The Indian is
regarded aga very intolligont cowpetitor and thoy
think that he mmuat therofore be crnshed In this
sense the Indian is regarded as n menace.’

The Treatment of the Native

‘The treatment of the native (Blshop Fisher wag
ary uuw:llmg to nee this woml) is juet a3 bad as the
ecutment of the Indians. All the complaints that
e Indian has, the native African also has. The
ndian, coming from a conatry of high civilismtion,
has been itrained as an agriculturist and a trader.
Hence, he enters into active competition and is more
a target than the African. Hence the antl-Asmtw
feeling.’

Indian Associations Active

‘The Indian Associstions in South Africa are very
active and they all propose a ronnd tuble conforence,
in which they enggest, the Governwent of India,
his Majesty’s Government ns well ns the Govern-
ment of Sonth Africa should participate. They foul
that that is the only hope for uny just settlement of
the problom. Thare i8 no doubt that the whito
population in South Afrien ig united ngiinst the In-
dians with a few notuble exceptions. Honce, if lelt
to the South Africun party only, the propused bill
will be paesed. Intervention on tho part of Lon:don
and Delhi and the presentation of somo construoiive
programme might bring nbont an amicablo secttle.

*The- schools that are provided for Indiaus are up {

ment. Tho anti-Asiatie Bill is n bill which openly
looks towards ‘persecntion and extermination.’
General Hertzog's Policy

Referring to Prime Ministor Genernl Herlzog,
Bishop Fisher said : ‘Ho wonld quite welcome tho
participation of Indin and London in a conferenco,
He would, of course, wolcomo a Liberal policy. Hoe
fecls that whito public opinion is 80 strong that no
politician conld remain in power without necoding
to their demand,’

Attitude of Christians .

Aslked a8 to what the attitude of Christinns townrds
the proposed Bill was, Bighop IMsher suid: ‘Wo
may look for no specinl help from the orgnnized
Christian chorches in South Africa, except that tho
Christisn conscience mny be inliuenced {rom with-
out. - Some great Christiun leadera may rise to chal-
Ienga the churches. That is my hope.'

*Another thing I w.mt to elnph'\smn- is', waid the
Bishop in conclusion, ‘that thero is not tho anity
among the Indinng themseives which ono might
expect. This Rill ia 8o bitter in its attuck that it
might unite Indian forccn. 08 tiiey have Luen navor
anited before. My judumoent fa that there should-
be a solid nnited and conscientious atand taken by
the Indians of South Africa, the Indians of India,
the Ohristiun churches of Indin, the Hin:lus, the
Parsis, the Mahomediuns, the Imperinl Government
in London and the self-governing Dnminions of tho
Empire against the proposed Bill and in fuvour of a
jest and libernl lohlthm of tho problemn. The In-
diana are not going to leave South Africa: they are
there to sty just as mnuch ug the white men, and
the mwore they (the Indinmm) ave perseented, tho moro
thay will, in my judgmont, prosper.’ \

L
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Delay the Asiatic Bill

The Band Iuify Mail publishea the following
article from the p-n of Mr. L. I). Rheinallt Jones on
the Asiatie Bill in its issne of Gik instant :—

At the risk of being placed in the “eclass arfn"_ of
those whom Dr. Malan bas described as “faint-
hearted or weak,” I am going to plead for a second
consideration of the Asiatic guestion, and to urge
that the Asiatic Bill be delayed.

It is troe, of conrss, that the Bill has been avail-
able since Parliament rose in Jaly, but very few of
the pubiic, and indeed few parliamentarians, have

« remd it with any care, It woold have been interest-
¢ ing to know how many members of the Labour
I Party Conference had read tha Bill before the Con-
ference endorsed it. It is a measare which proposes
to deal somewhat drastically with the destinies of
160,000 people: it introdnees principles which the
country can hardly be sirl to have accepted; it
+ proposes to dM rd legml obligations. with another
Government in respeet of labotr recrunitmeat, and
its effuct must be to create social and economic dis-
tarlances. * ,

Dr. Malan will, no doubt, declure that his first
concern is for the weliare of the white race, and
that his measure, however offensive it may be, is a
defensive and protective instroment. To this I
reply (as one who has laboured to improve the
status and prospects of the white youth of South
Africa) that I fear this measure will help to reduce
the Thite standard more than anything I know, and
that 1 fear the spirit which it breathes more than the
letter of the proposed law. No wespon is more
dangerous to the user than the power to persecate.
As it stands, the Bill gives ample power to the
Earopean community to persecute the Asiatic people.
The Bill is 80 designed, for Dr. Malan has told us
that it is intended to “apply pressure” to compel
the Indian to leave the country—that is, to make
life unbearable for him in South Africa.

I am not sure if I do not dread the Bill the more
becanse I am convinced it will be unsuccessfal.
More than 70 per cent. of the Indians in South
Africa have known no other home—they werse born
here. I do not believe that any amonnt of pressare
will force them into the sea, They will resist
pawively, enduring all, and becoming more and
more a depressed class. A depressed eclass in any
community is a social and economic liability, and
it is a dangerous fallacy which assumes that the
depression of any formn of labonr ig an advantage to
the commnunity. Some day the workers of Sonth
Africd will find this out for themselves and to their
own cost,

But the purpose of this article is not to argue on
the merits of the Bill, bat rather to plead for more
time and further consideration of the whole gues-
tion. The Government hus seen fit to disregard
the greater part of the findings of the Lange Com-
mission, apparently accepting views and statements
which were diseredited in the Commissioner's re.
rort.  Asthe Government does not accept the Lange
r-port, wonld it not be wiser to appoint another
Commission, or refer the whole question to a Saleet
Committee of Parliament before the second reading -
of the Bill ? It would be no diseredit to a new
Government if it expressed its readiness to explore
all possible means of settlement rather than be puilty
of injustice to any part of the commaunity.

This is perhaps not the moment to bring forward
alternative proposals, but the Government may bs
assured that if it adopts either of the conrses now
sucgested, definite and dons fide proposals will be
put forward, Advantage, too, ean be taken of the pre-
sence of the official depatation from the Government
ofiludin to discuss the situation fuily and frankly.
Aliay uily wa suny shings a we plasse that we brook

i .
nn interference from India or anywhere else, bnt
we most not forget that we are parties with India
in certain agreements which the Bill igaores, and
that we cannot be indifferent to its effects upon
ndia. We shall be wise, too, to make use of the
owledge and experience of the members of the
eputation, who are men of standing in India.
The snegestion here made amounts to this: Let
he Government, at once, and before the second
ing. refer the Asiatic Bill either to a Special
mmission or t0 a Select Committee and give
ample opportonity for the full di jon of the
principles and details of the Bill befo? the country
is committed upon an issus 20 grave.

A Voyage Across the Seas

[ BY A. CHRISTOPHER ]

The ship's bell rings. There is a horried leave-
taking. A hastle and & bustle. The adieus, the
last goodbyes are eaid. The visitors have returned
ashore. The syren hoots, the ship’s bell rings once--
more, and the boat beging to move. The many
coloured sireamers thrown between passengers and

‘those on land merrily float in the air from the ship’s

gide, the band strikes np “Auld lang Syme,”
friends and relatives lnstily cheer and shout yet
their last messages—with not anmixed feelings. :
A new spirit—a spirit of exhalation not free from
vague feelings of impending loss—comes over us. :
We begin to look wistfully at the receding familiar -
landmarks of the conntry of our birth, where hither-
to the daya of onur life were spent, and there crowds
into our mind thoughts of those days which now -
seem 80 distant. Buat this is not for long. In a
while, a very shact ‘while, we awaken from our
thonghts to see the distant landmarks vanish into
space. Wo hesitate, we conjecture where those
Iandmarks are, but there goss the ship’a bell. .
Itistea time. We try to make ourselves at home.
We are conscious of a new freedom. We do not see -
many of the restraints of life ashore. There iz a -
spirit of hail-fellow-well-met. But we miss, among
strangers, the familiar faces that ever held a smile,
for us, voices that were ever full of harmless mis-
chief, and the love of those left behind. - :
Then come days of ship’s routine, the life that
after a bit becomes monotonons. Deck Quoits is
the most common game; other games are occasionally
played, among them several kinds of guessing
games. Books, interesting as they may be, have
also their limitstions. Ship’s wireless news service
is a relief—it gives us an idea of some recent events,
but they too lack something—they do not altogether
satisfy us. Concerts are periodieally arranged and
the presence of “Star” singer adds to a greater
appreciation of what m1iy otherwise be an indifferent
affair. 'We are fortunate in having a well-known
singer, among usg, and she contributes to the sguccess
of our concerts. The Ship's Band alwaye plays no
wnimportant part in the life of the ship’s passengers.
There is a whisper {hat a ball masqueisto be held,
It is followed by sappressed excitement. - Boxes are
opened, portmanteaus are napacked, and they who
have come prepared lay out their dresses ready for
the occasion: those of us who did not, make the best
of it. We discass ideas, we discuss means, friends
are helpfal, and we sacceed in getting together
dgea_ses forsome of us. Bat some, like the foolish
virgins, having come aboard altogether unprovided
for thie purpose, are shut out; and they needs must
content themselves with looking on! 'The ball is
over. Weary, tired bat happy, we seek rest in sleaps
we toss awhile till sleep takes compassion on ns and
folds us to her bosom. Put there are others, who
wallt the deck; with stdre gverliead #rid & mioon that
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gllently contrives with the nid of fleeting clonlds to
play hide and seck with the sleepless ones in the
sleeping world bencath it.- They live their livea
over and over again #nd yet more often furtively
attempt to peer into the futare. The stillness of the
night overpowers them, the regular throbbing of the
ship's engines keeps time with their thonghts and
appears to echo their thonghts in sympathy with
them. And nsthey see the trackless tratl on the
maonlit waters as the ship ploughs her way
throngh the limitless seas, they ara strnck with its
likeness to the path that man treads on earth. Night
comes even to such restlesa spirita.

But this is a spirit that takes possession of ns even
in the day—with nothing to do and nothing to see
but what our boat holds. Thoughts come willy-
nilly. We don’t even think of stopping them. They
geem to be in time with the fitful moods of nature
manifesting herself in the life of the sea, They impart
to us joy; they impars to ua sorrow, They overwhelm
us with the feeling of the immensity of life and of
the small and insignificant part we play in it; life
goea on for ever; we but for a day.

With the passing of days, we are covering many
miles each day. The oppressive heat of the tropics
is very trying but that too passes.

Then the monotony of our existence is hroken.
To-morrow we shall see Jand. Thoughts of pleasant
bours to come oceupy our mind till we go to bed.
‘Wae are awakened by the din and the noise. It is
the dawn of another day. Nol it ia more than that.

" We look through the Portholes and behold smiling
slopes—green with vegetation—studded with home-
gteads, It iean island. A precions stone set in a
silver gea, We hurry aboard. There lies before us
the most beantiful sight that man could wish for in
his wildest dreams. A little 6ld world town set in
romantio surroundinga. It is the island of Madeira!

A motor boat takes ws ashore. A guide offers
himself. . We . have but two honrs. We rush aboat.
‘We gee ox-drawn wheelless vehicles, We Bee the
beauntifnl Cathedral built some 300 years ago. We
go inside. We feel oursalves dwarfed within it.
Worshippers in onea and twosa come to pray. We
are moved to linger. But there are other places to
see. We make for the maorketplace. It is over-
flowing with luacious frunita and pretty flowers. We
gee among them fruits of our country such as
bananas, oranges, grapes. The sight of these familiar
froits gives ne 8 peculiar feeling of satisfaction
that the world ie small and no matter where we go
not maoch unlike in many things. As we are leav-
ing the market, we see fishermen bringing in their
catch. They don't look unlike our fishermen with
their flat bottomed surf boats and nets. Bat what is
this we sece among fishermen's catch ? Surely a
“Snock”—a species that abounds in Cape waters,
So, itiel Wa cease to marvel. We walk in and
ont the shops; we have tea in the open; the bnild-
ingys are so built a8 to appear to take In the open
space contiguons to them. We look at the people
and we wonder whether they ever work, There ia
no hsste; there is no traffic except an oceasional
motor car; everybody seems to be taking his ease;
there is a restfulpess; there is peace about the place;
only that it js a listlpssness that suggesta decay.

It is time to retyrm. Much as we would tarmry
awhile. We must hasten to catch the motor boat
back. It takes us tg the ship in a few minutes,

‘We pass Tereriffe.. We are too far from her to
recognise anything but her seeming barrenness,

Birds follow and hover over our ship. We know
from this that we are not far from land. Then
comes the news : fo-morrow we shall be in South-
ampton. That night we sit up to sce the lights of
Portamorith, It is past midnight when the lights
aré sightdds Next morning we pass the Isle of
Wijiht to efitél SontHanmpton, ‘We pack our things
Letimwe -ond Are ready, -'The Immiyration. Qilloar

comes. Wo file past him. He looks at our pass-
porta. He looks at ns and retarns out passporta,
The examination is over. We troap down the gang-
way. Our logeage follows. A considerate cnatoma
atall does not keep us waiting. Wo are soon in the
boat train that is to take us to London. We make
oursclvea comfortable and call for tea. There in
nothing like the tea ashore, The ship's tea is pecnliar,
it is of a kind of its own, it smells of tha ship.

The train starts. We are expectant. We pass
throngh the conntrysidoe. We seo as if in a panorama
gardens, houees, villages, towns, and the poople
moving in and about them.

‘Waterloo is soon reached. Onr frionds are waiting
for us, Wa are happy to see them aguin. But we
cannot even in our excitoment help looking at the
world-famed railway station. A taxi is hailed, We
pass throngh the streets of London to our home to
be. Itimso like onr country—only its bnildings
are much bigger and more numerous, ita psaple
appear conntless and everywhoro there ia a conges-
tion, and in all matters it is far in ndvance. Though
it reliea for many of its raw prod on other
conntriea.

Generai Dealers’ Ordinance

A Case in Transvaal Supreme Court

In the Supreme Court, Pretorin, the matter of
Downack, Said and Co. v. Recoiver of Ravenne cafhe
up for hearing before Mr. Justice Kraunse.

The question in jsane was whetber an Indian
trader who takes transfer of 3 general dealer's licenco
is bonnd to obtain a certificate prescribed by the
Ordinance of 1925, relating to the rogunlntion of
licences for general dealing.

The applicants purchased a goneral dealer’s busi-
ness in Pietersburg. and applied for a licence to carry
on the bnsiness ncquired by them. The nuthoritics
refused to grant the licence unless the neccessary
cortificate was forthcoming, and this application is
heing brought to compel the reapondont to issne
such general dealer's licence without produetion of
t{m certificate prescribed by tho Ordinance in ques-
tion. ’

Applicants’ olnim is based on the contontion that
the provisione of the Qrdinance do not apply to cascs
of transfer of businesses, na distinguishod from now
businesses in reapect of which n licence s sought
and cases whoro o rencwal of a licenco is asked for,
Alternatively, applicants claim that if the Onlinance
does require u cortificate in the firat case, it is dilra
mres.

Mr. Justice Krause asked couneel whether an ad-
journment coukl not be agreed upon to snit the
Court's convonience, The difficulty, sald Mr, Malan,
who appeared for the applicants, was that mean-
while the applieants might be exposed to the danger
of a oriminal prosecution for trading without a
licence, and asked whether respondent could not
give an undortaking that such proceedings would
not be instituted.

Mr. Murray, for the respondont, said that it was
beyond his power to givé anch undertaking, the
matter being one in the discretion of the Attornoy- .
General. ’

His lordship remarked that if eriminal proceedings
waore instituted while the mutter was aub judics, it -
wonld bo o sort of contompt of conrt, whoever the
person was who institated snch proceedinga.

Eventnally it was agreed that the mattor shonld
be adjonrned to Febraary jth, the Uourt muking the
gnggestion that no criminal proccedings should ho
taken _pondiog tho boming of the application—=
Rand Daily dad,



