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NOTES AND NEWS

N

URBAN readers are reminded that the Appeal
Court to hear objections to the Burgess Roll sits
at the Cogrt House, Durban on 20th, 21st and

22pd inst. From a glance of the Burgess Roll a good
nomber of Indian Voters who appeared last year are re-
moved and 1t behoves every voter who is entitled to be
on the Roll to make certain that his name appears on
the new Roll and if left out to see that his name is pat
on. Any voter who wishes to enrol or to know whether
his name appears on the Roll, may call on Mr. Sorabjee
Rastomjee at 110 Field Street or at Messrs, Pather & Co.
Founndry Lane, who will render all assistance necessary.

We understand that the subjects of Bhavnagar State
are starting a Women's University after the model of
Prof. Karve’s University. Three professors from the
Surat Mahila Vidyalaya bave promiced to offer their
gervices to tbis imstitntion. 1t is expected that the
Bhavnagar State will come forward to help this move-
ment by munificent contribution to its finances.

In India political life has been unusually quiescent
doring the last montb. Lord Reading has gore on
leave and nothing is known 1u India a8 to the nature of
the discnasions going on between him and I.ord Birken-
head, Lord Lytton's assumption of the Viceregal gads
in Lord Reading's absence was historical in one respect.
"For the first time in history the oath of office was ad-
ministered to the Governor-General and the King's re-
presentative by an Indian and the event has a sigmfi-
cance which cannot be missed. Chief Justice Sir Shadi
Lal in administering the oath of allegiance to Lord
Lytton symbolised 2 new era in which the Viceroy will
be morally responsible not to his class or his country for
the administration of India, but to the people of this
country, It is an act which is essentially symbolic of a
new era and its importance as such should not be for-
gotten.

The Earl of Oxford and Asquith has established a .

record by his acceptance of a seat on the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Cooncil. He is the first ex-Premier
to sit there. The Committee itself deals nsually (though
not always) with matters outside the orbit of the ordi-
nary newspaper reader, bnt it bas had in its ninety years
of life some incidents of human interest, as might have
been expected frorm any scheme in which Brougham was
interested. Irreverent gossip in the thirties ascribed to
Brougham the desire to transfer to the court all the
appeal busjuess of the Lords. “He wanted ta be Prime
.Minister, retaining the emolaments and patronage of the
Great Seal and getting rid of its doties.” Onceat least,
the Committee haa touched high pohtics. When Parha-
&&mnb anthorised the appointment of four paid members
to the Committee a difficulty arose in finding a fourth
who must have been a judge either in England or 1n
Tndia. Several judges refused, and Gladstone decided
on Colier, the Attorney General, made him a judge for
a day or two, and then appointed him to the Commatiee.
Cockburn, the Cbief Juctice, protested; there was a
tremgndous storm in and out of Parliament. In the
Lords, the Government escaped censure by a single vote.
In the Commons it was feared that the Speaker might

FI

bave to give a casting vote. In the end there was a
majority of 27. Buat Gladstone’s prestige soffered a
great deal.

The committee of the Empire Parliamentary
Association for studying Indian Affairs listened to
an address of Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy on the politi-
cal sitnation in India. Mr. Wardlaw-Milne presided.
The company included memters of the House of
Commons, the House of Lords, Indian Legislatores
and of Dominion Parliaments. Mr. Ramaswamy
Mudalier, member of the Madras Legislative Coun-
cil, spoke on the position in the provinces.—Reuter.

THE SAME _OLD TALE

EUTER has been very busy last week re-
R porting the speech given by Lord Birken-
head, the Secietary of State for India, on
the Indian question The speech was the most
disappointing one ¢ver given by any responsible
Minister of State. We must confess that we could
find nothing in the speech that would suggest an
improvement iu the condition of Indins in India.
His Lordship displiyed a lack of knowledge of
Indian affairs  His speech is & direct insult to the
conciliatory note sounded by tae late Mr. C. R.
Das at Faridpur last May. When the late Mr.
C. R. Das mada his memorable speech at Faridpur,
India appeared to be with him in his condemna-
tion of violence, so that the attainment of Swaraj
within the Empire may be accelerated. It is in-
deed regrettable that Lord Birkenhead should
almost immediately after the lamented death of
Mz, C. R. Das seize ths occasion to use threatning
language. For, we can import nothing further
in his speech than a veiled threat.

Loid Birkenhead’s speech brings us back to the
question as to the advisability of the Secretary of
State for India making periodical visits to India.
How T.ord Birkenhead could have grasped the
conditions as ob*aining in India by being thou-
sands of miles away, we certainly cannot under-
stand. Surely the Viceroy is n» authority on
Indian affairs, on whom the Secretary of State for
India can lonk for advice. All important state-
ments by the Secretary for 1ndia should certainly
he supported by facts, and before such statements
are made, he should sce that he possesses an
intimate knowledge of the questi.n he is about to
speak on. Lord biikenhead while making his
important statement pussessed neither facts con-
cerning the conditions ag obtaining in India at the
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present m?r\nent nor an intimate knowledge of
pdian gffdirs:

As the papers very aptly described, the speech
was very disappointing and no student of Indian
politics would have ventwied such a statement.
Irresponsible statements such as the one made by
Tiotd Bitkenhéad make it all the more necessaty
that the Secretary for India to make periodical
visits to Iadia in order that a true picture of the
position may be presented to him.

Indian leaders of all parties had hoped to hear
from his Lordship the Imperial Goyernment’s
iﬁfé’nti(‘m to raise the Reforms Act of 1919 before
the s?:atuf&y date in 1929. Their hopes have
evidently been “shattered to pieces” as it were.
We should have thought that the recent events in
India would have had an effect upon Lord Birken-
head as fo suggest a revision of the Reforms Act.
But it vyoﬁlgi}‘a\ppéqi t:flat both.iqg would deter the
';[rﬁgér}%l Govetnment from pursuing their policy
Qfl,fﬁ‘%v,mg the Indians where they are This is a
dangerous policy for any government to pursue
and Lord Birkeuhead’s véiled threat will not
prevent the Indians from pursuing ther fight for
Swaraj.

We do nop desire to witness in India similar
events as are obtaining in China, but we are
afraid Lord ?irké'nhead’s speech is not'at all con-
éﬂfﬁ't‘olry in tone but will tend to bring back to
play that bitterness wiich had of late been for-
g@ttenl

THE EMPIRE AND INDIA
BRITAINS HIGH OBLIGATIONS
MEETING OF SECRETARY AND VICEROY
. GOVERNMENT NOT TO BE INTIMIDATED
" OPEN T0O EARNEST REPRESENTATIONS

London.—Lord B'frkenl‘;ead made an important
statétnettt in the House of Lords this evening
in regdrd to his conférerices with the Vicetoy,

Lord Rpading, on the Indian problem.

. He stated that no decision would be taken before
the Goyernment of India and the Legislative As-
selrﬂ})ly) 3.'(1 been consPltgc}.

) g‘ge _(ioverm\rlleH; would not be diverted from its
Kidh Bbligatidns to 10did by the tactics of a restless
impatience. The door to the dceelefation of reforms
would dot be open tb ‘menace; still less wonld 1t
be stormed by violence, but the date of the Royal
C?‘rr)misEion to reyiew the reforms might be acceler-
ated when' the responsible Indian leaders evidenced
#'genlltiine’ desird t8 co-operate in making the best of
the'éxisting constithtion,

Any cotistitution produced by the Government’s
critics in'India, backed a fiir measure of géneral
agreement of the people of Indw, would be very
carefully examined.

Dealing with the Indians in the Empire, L
Bi'r‘l‘ie?glhéad asked the other parts of the _%lnfpixl'eoig
te8iiber Wow profourddly this problem affected
the relations bétween thé Empire and India.

Hé kine‘viz their difficulties, and only asked that, in
évery measure they took, they should exhaust ever y
effort fo avord such discrimination as must deeply
gg}}é}q Phg ancient and digniped peoples of India —

er. o

LONDON PRESS COMMENTS
BRITAIN’S CLEAR AND DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY
OPPORTUNITY MisSED BY LORD BIRKENHEAD

London.—The Times, commenting on the sng-
gestions contaimed 1n the speech by Lord Bir-
kenhead, the Secretary of State for India, in the
House of Lords on Tuesday night, says

“Nothing can be said against the spirit of thew
suggestions. They are extremely concihatory, and
indicate that the Government have a very open
mind. In practice, however, they may cause some
confusion. Constitutions for India have been, and
are being produced 1n bewildering quantities, Mrs.
Besant is burrying home now with a Constitution
drawn up by certain Indian Liberals, in her tiunk.
After all, the British Government and the British
people have a clear and definite responsibility of
their owun for the present system.

““So far as this country is concerned the ten years’
period of tiial must be maintained.

“Lord Birkenhead made much of the Empirical
tendencies of the Anglo-Saxon mind. There is also
a, Pritish tradition of trust and good faith. Tt is
important to assert this, and to inmst on this. We
are pledged by a date in the matter of these reforms,
and it is not raerely a duty, but 1t is practically and
Emprrically usefal for the political guidance of In-
dians to remind them that we are so pledged, and
that we regard this definitely as part of our trust.

“To speak at this stage of inviting proposals for a
new Constitution is hatdly the best way to stimulate
practical co-operation wnder the present act on
which Lord Birkenhead at one moment strongly
insisted.

“A very clear lead was wanted at this moment,
and on thig, 1n spite of Lord Birkenhead’s lnaid ex-
position, as on several other questions of urgent im-
portance, the Government have not apparently seen
théir way clear to give it now.”

The Mornung Post says: “Lord Birkenhead pro-
oses to pnt in practice the recommendations of the
fuddiman report. The Executive officer, the back-

bone of our Indian Administration, was altogether
dnrepresented. ILawyers and politicians composed
the Committee, the majority recommended minor
concessions, the minority demanded major con-
cessions, and for that reason we suppose the major-
ity teport is to be preferred to the minority report.

“But why make any concessions at all? They
will not placate the implacable minority who have
¢aptured thé electoral machinery in India. They
will still further weaken and stultify the British
Administration, and they will not encourage a good
type of Englishman to enlist in the Indian services.

“What hdve these experiments done either for
India or the British Empire? They have weakened
and discredited the British Administration, they
have substituted a bad for a good system of Govern-
ment, and exasperated and given a weapon into the
hands of the Indian politician.

Lord Birkenhead had an opportunity of doing a
service to India and re-establishing himself in the
confidence of lus Party over this question. He has
missed 1t. India and Great Britain ate to be left in
doubt while Lord Reading pursues his vacillations
in India, and Lord Birkenbead supports them.”

The Dauy News says: “His speech is likely to
produce nothing but exagperation in India, and 71
the conversations with Lord Reading seem to have
led to nothing but hot air. Lord Birkenhead has
not added to his reputation by his speech, but he
has probably greatly added to the difficalties of the
situation.

The Westminster Guzelle cays . “The Government
of India by anyone presents almost insuperable
difficulties. The Diarchy offers a chante to those
who claam ‘India a nation’ for their watchwotd fo
learn something of its limitations. Is this chance
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' to, be combieteiy neglected? We can ilardfy tﬁ{ﬂk

HO.

Yet it remains the fact that two-thirds of the

trial period has passed without revealing any organs
isatjon capable of ruling, although it has shown a
very vigorous organisation for wrecking. P
*Lard Birkenhead added little, to our knqwledge
last night, bat at 8t he showed some comprehens
N of the difficu nes of the qnestion, and did not
attempt to remove'the responsxg ility of ifs solution
from the hands of the people of India.—Reuter.

THE, CHAi,fJEﬁGii'OF SQUTH AFRICA

The position of India in the Brmsh Empire is a
peculiar'¢nié. For Indians ate the only non-White
race*amohg ' grotip '6f white Dominions having 4
civilisation of their own and claiming equal civie¢
ard nat,ibnal tights with' fellow-citizens of the Fm.
pire. © But the' colour issué sharply divides the Em-
pité refidering Indians not equal members but the
uifderdogs of the fmperfal bommohwealth, because
the war has rehabilitated the tottering arrogance bt
the White man as effechvely a8 it had given d new
sdlf-donscioushess fb ‘the petiples of Asia. Until,
hdwever, the Endpite endleavdtirs to solve the comi,
plet dnt"'serious fnter-facial Problends that arise
withid its ‘'wide ambit in ‘dccordance with somé
establighed princ1ples of. ngh§eousness, 2t will not
fuhction s dn effidient ‘unit. ' Indeed, not only the
growth byt the very existence of the' Empire is also

imperilled by, its conkistent and ’de’IibeW-ate refusal 'to-

apply stahdards of'equitv and justide in’ dealing with
divérg’ent ‘Fudial elérhents’ c‘omposing the commoén-
wdlth: It 18 this fnnﬂ'miental issue of the basis
and comnpositior, of the Empu‘e that is at btake in
the problem of Indidns resldmg in its different parts;
ahd th ‘I s jdeal of a gloridus imperial federation seerns
a'erdel mockeby to Indiand Wwho have no place ¢on-
sistant with'self-respect in aAy quarter of the Em-
pire which tutns themi' ont after building its pros-
perfty'on their'labour. South Africa is the crux of
the uhpé(?al problem‘ 80 fAr'as the racial question is
congérned; ' colour hatred, economic hostility and
pblitical ‘prejudice have there debrwed Indlans of
their f‘ivw stattis, sdcial rights and economic hberty
Repedtedly it Has' pronounced the verdict on the
stitud to which Indian citizens are doomed in the
Etifpiré' while the Imperial Government have te-
miinéd callously neutral and the Government of
Tdth ‘criminallty apathetlc and inhctive.

" 'Within thte short space of a week, news has come
from Soutk Aftica which, wete India an autouomaus
atid self-rfeliant nation, would constitute enbugh
provocatibl 'for her taking the strongest mpasures
possiblé to safégudrd her nationals abroad. For ac-
cerftuat‘lng ag the Yegislative proposals and action do
the polidy of differentiation’ and humiliation, théy
redied Indiaus taths state of pure helotry. Qon-
sider the position' Indian immigration has been
gtopped and Yvigorous efforts are’ being made to in-
duce Indiahd td repatridte thernselves. The Indians
regiding, in Africa are deprived of parhamentari
fx"\nchlse, ghat ‘out from public life and social inter-
dotireg,; prohibited from purthasing land and demed
ddueational facilities And otdinary municipal ameni-

‘Y¢- 'Evidently this is not enough for the Whites.

3t webk ‘Ga.ndhl;l received a cable ihfoi'mlng hiin
that a'Bill was being 'introddced in the Union As-
sémbl:;r by Colonel’ C'olllhs brofubmnﬁ' the grant or
rénpwal* of tra‘dm ot ‘busineds licencés 16 Tany

Astitics within six miles of the Trdnsvaal I\Iummpal‘

or Towﬁshxp arelis, On the Gth March whén Colonel
Collins whas to introduce this Transvdal Further Res-
trictions{Astatic) Bill{ hé withdrew it oh thé gréund
that 'thé Government itself int:endeﬂ to bring in &
tomptehensive measure deahnb With the “subject,
The retreat of the*'gallant Colonel, however, was a

repneve‘:not a final dehverance, for the Indlaus, fox:
he is again proposing to infroduce the measure. In,
order to realise the manner in which the pill _will
prove detnmental to the ecopomic interests, of Tns
dians, it is pecessary to understand its lmphcatlons
which have been, well pointed out in the Ajman
Chronwle.  If the Bill is_passed, no Indjan will bs
entit1dd to live or trade in urbgp, area or buy. Iand
anywhere; if, for example, an Indian, is dying hp
will have fo walk six miles in cage an Indmn doctor
is no} available. The bill, as Gandhiji, emphamsed
isa mamfest breach of the Smﬁts—(}aqdhl greement;
‘in 1914, and is much more inimi Indiap-
interests than, the Class Areas Bill which lapsed,
owing to the fall of the Smuts. Governmentv. Buj
What the Class Areas Bill falleq to do by ;means of

“proclaiming’” areas has been aceomphshed in ’N'atal
through the Natal Townshlp Franchise Ordmance to
which assent was given by the Gavernor- Ger,leral-m-
Council recently. Heré again there is the samg
gordid tale of broken pledges. Wher, in 1894 In-
dians were deprlved of political | franchlse, the
Ministers at the time assured them that since India
had municipal and local self-government sundar
rights to Indian nahonals would be given in Africa,
But for some years White Natal has been, almost
unanimously and vehemently deman(hng their ex-
clusion from municipal franchise. Since Indlans.
excopt at the Cape have no parliamentary , vote, ap
QOrdinance has been passed quuahfymg those per-
, sons from voting at election who are not en,tltled 1o
be placed on the Parliamentary Voters’ Rell, of the
Province of Natal. Indians are not, specifically men-
tioned but this mean trick is souzht to be resorted
to deprive them of franchise rights they have en-
joyed so long. Moreover, the Ordinance empowers
the local boards and Townships; as in.the Transvaal,
to allocate separate areas for Natives and Asmtlcs to
live and trade; it is hence an insfrument not. merely
of municéipal disenfranchisement, but also of racial
segregation. Close upon this comes the news that
the Mines and Works Regulatlons Amendment, B1],1
giving the Minister of Minesa blank cheque to im-
, bose colour bar on any class of work has passed its
" second reading. We showed sometime. back how
the Bill spells economlc ruin for the ,Indian ,and
mlhtates against his nahonal honour. .It 1threatens
to oust from employment namerons Indian wages:
earners, voiceless and voteless as they are, with a
stroke of the Minister’s pen and, dlsallows the em-
ployment of Indians save _perhaps, as' manual ,
ourer. As though the colour: har were not suj’n‘cxently
wide, having been extended to gll industries, Me.
Beyers, the Minister of Mines and Indnstries,
" wanted. it to_spréad temtonally alsa. He hinted that
the Bxll shou'ld be applied to the Cape alsp where
racial discrimination has not yet been introduced
and wbere Indjans have even, parhamentary vote,.
We are umnterested in the particular  formpla
through which Indians are to_be, equuded a.nd
hounded out and Mr, Beyers’ concessmns in. phrase-
mongering such as is resorted fo in Township .fran-
chise leaves us ahsolutely cold. The hard fact g§
racial exclusion and penI 1o economic welI-bemg
Indians remains, | .

The position of Indians has, to put it yery mlldly,
. been steadily and ‘continuogsly deterjorating ,in
" every 'respect. We. have not touched. upon, - ,t.hg
South African Natlonahty pxu or the Minimum
Wages Bill or varjous execntive regulations puqmpt-
ed .anti- ‘A siatic LeagueS, Wh1Ch, .in the . guise of*
achlevmg gome reform, are caloulated to hit the Ine
dian citizen or trader. What is_the Government, of
Ingm retort to this energ,ehe pohcy -of perseculmq

insult of their natxgnals,? Generﬁ Herfzog

‘ Taconically mentioned 1, a speech, that he had re-
ceived a proposal Tor a Round Table. Conferenca
with the representatives of the Tndian Government
aiid then passed on to other sub)ects. That is the
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total resulf of' the furtive negotiations and earngest
representations of Lord Reading. We are not syr-
prised at the General’s snub because a subordinate
branch of His Majesty’s Government can hardly ex-
pect a more fruitful response. Lord Birkenhead
and Lord Reading cannot feel the humiliation which
their Indian fellJow-subjects, feel : they can at best
sympathise with, and at worst, ignore the popular
feeling of indignation and exacerbation. It is not
possible to appeal to the sense of justice of General
H‘ertzqg who in his reply to General Smuts pleaded
for discarding ethical principles. The subject hav-
ing been lifted from what Nietzsche would ,ecall
“slave-morality” into the higher and practical
atmosphere of economic self-interest backed by

physical fdrce aiming at the preservation of the |

civilisation of superman, even intellectual virtnes
like honesty are of little account since solemn
pledees are wantonly and repeatedly broken. There
i§'only one thing South Africa can understand—
resolute action. Palmerston in a famous utterance
shid that “as the Roman in days of old held himself
free from indignity when he could say Cwis Roma-
nus sum, so also a British subject, in whatever land
he may be, shall feel confident that the watchful
eye and the strong arm of England will protect him
from injustice and oppression.” Can an Indian feel
such confidence either as regards the Imperial or
“hig” Government ? To-day Indian citizeuship is
an agsurance not of zealous protection but of help-
less submission to humiliation. No wonder Lord
Reading resorts to vapid platitudes and stale coun-
sels of patience ‘whenever he is confronted with the
menace of Soath Africa.—Bombay Chronacle.

EXCLUSION OR INEQUALITY

Those who are closely watching the progress of
anti-Asiatic legislation in South Africa and the re-
cent developments in Kenya must be wondering as
to which after’ all is ‘more tolerable : admission to
such Colonies only to live there in a position of
marked racial inferiority or exclusi()n from such
Colonies altogether, South Africa agd East Africa
needed coolie labdur to cultivate ggpical regions
unsuitable for white settlement, and India supplied
a considerable part of 1t only to find that her population
could but remain ‘there, if at all, as helots. Australia
and Canada, on the other hand, have almost from the
commencement prohibited thé entry of Asiatics and, by
keeping their regions pure white, have also kept their
commonwealths free from the taint of slave labonr.
It must remain a puzzle to many as to which of these
policics is less odious. The objective of both palicies is
the same, viz. the establishment of white supremacy.
South’ Africa pursues this ideal no less openly than Aus-
tralia. The only difference that exists between them
relates to the method of translating the objective into
action. When one hears the arguments advanced by tne
protagonists of either school, one is almost tempted to
exclaim that the White Australia policy is much better
than that followed in South Africa, where at every turn
Agiatics are subjected to disqualifications on the ground
of colour. One feels at any rate that Australia’s is the
more logical and even humaner method.

- The ‘case for this school of thoughp is very ably pat
forward in the “History of the White Australid Policy”
By Myra Willard. The history of Chivese immigration,
the ‘dttempt to introduce Indian labour and the experi-
mient of the Kanaka system are relating in this treatise
with a wealth of detail that leavesnothing to be desired.
The book i§ fully 'documented thronghout and is
thoroughly reliaple as to facts. The last chapter ip
which reasons for the White Australia policy are snm-
-marised is 1o dopbt the most interesting of all and
evokes in the reader reflexions on the comparative merits
of the policies gnrsued in Auvstralia and South Africa.
Agstralia saw the advantage of drawing upon Asiatic

labour to develop her northern territory where the em-
ployment of white labour was deemed to be out of the
question by reason of climate alone. But she very soon
came to the ccnelusion that Asiatic labour must be ex-
cluded even from such tropical regions, In the first
place, Australians felt that coolie indentured labour was
subject to such contract conditions as no civilised comn-
try shonld countenance. It was necessarily a form of
“limited slavery,” as remarked by a Premier of Queenpses
land on one occasion. It involved the rivetting of the
capitalistic system of production on Australia and the
deliberate commercial exploitation of a backward by an
advanced race. In the next place it would be impossible
to restrict Asiatics, when once allowed to enter the
country, to the hotter regions thereof. When their
periods of indenture were over, on the. gronnd of. huma-
nity alone they could not be probibited from engaging in
other kinds of work which they showed themselves able
and willing to do.

Once allowed to enter, coloured people must be
allowed to spread to temperate regions as well, and when
they once become resident members of the population,
tbey mvst be admitted to full citizenship rights. It was
a onrdinal principle with Anstralians that the growth
of democracy on sound lines required the grant of
equality of social and political status to all sections of
inbabitants. To withhold the vote and other rights of
citizeaship from the non-whites was to leave the whites
in contro] of the destinies of a politically inferior people
who eptered into competition with them in various
brapches of industry. Apart from this being unjust to
the coloured people, the institation of such a racial divi-
gion would be fatal, they felt, to a free democratic
society which they wished to see established in Australia.
It was thus a genperal rentiment to which Sir Ifeary
Parkes gave expression in 1888 : “We should not en-
courage or admit amongst us any class of persons what-
ever whom we are not prepared to advance to all our
franchises, to all oor privileues as citizens and to all our
social rights, including the right of marriage.”” That
those who do,not ultimately fuse racially with the‘whites
must be sternly excluded, became thus the governing
policy of the Australians, Asiatirs would not generally
amalgamate; they ever remained an alien element in the
population. In this case their conntry would be cursed
with all the evils and daugers of a racial division in her
commuoity. [f, on the contrary, they mixed with the
whi-es, the political and social institutions of the latter
would undergo such radical changes that the preserva-
tion of a British-Australian nationality, which was the
end and aim of their policy, would become au impossi-
bility. Every nation had the inherent right to self-
realisation, and to this end they must take all measares
that might be necessary to maintain the British character
and institations in the Anstralian Colonies. Why theo,
it may be asked, is the policy directed exclusively against
non-whites, why is it not equally directed against all non-
British races? The answer to the question is that the
only unsought immigration, except from Britain, that
flowed with any strength was that of non-Earopeans, and
thus the White Australia nolicy seemed to draw the line
on ¢olour. Recently however Greeks are trying to come
in, and only the other day we read that Australia had
closed her door againsi them.

The best part in this exposition of White Australia
policy is the fiank recognition that all resident peoples
must be treated alike, not only in respect of political
privileges but social privileges as well. If equality of
statas is to be denied to any people, then their enify’
its-If into the country should be prohibited. Such pro-
hibition would appear to be preferable so a policy of
constant diserimination and consequent irritatin that is
followed in Seath Africa. It may of conrse be asked

| what moral right Anustralians have to keep out other

people from the land which they themselves are unable
tonse. Primitive peoples of other countries, the Auvs-
“tralian aboriginals themselves, were deprived of their
land on the ground that all nnoccupied land was an asset
of the whole world and whoever could put it to the best
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use mast be given an opportunity to exploit it. How
does the question present itself when viewed from this
aspect? The answer is given by the author ‘in the
following words : “A people at present fewe# in nnmber
than the population of London possess Anstralia, s conti-
nent almost of the size of Eorope,” The anthor st any
ra‘te has a lively recognition of dnties which the right,
claimed by Aupstralia, of self-realisation a3 » member of
- +he nations of the world, entails npon her. “The world
needs the supplies that it wonld receive if the resources
of Aunstralis were fully developed. On Australia’a willing-
pess and ability to develop these resonrces within a
reasonable time seems to depend ber r ght to retain her
identity by the exclusion of people who wonld be gnite
willing to enter ber country and do this work.” And
sinoe thie condition, of course, she cannot poesibly ful-
fil,"it is-clear that from the point of view of bumanmity as
a whole the dilemma of eitber choosing to keep Australia
purely British in cultare, but undeveloped; or else risk-
ing & new and largely Asiatic cultore to develop there
which however would ensure the Continent making its
full contribution to the needs of the world : can only be
solved by boldly and upflinchingly declaring for the
latter alternative. »

COMMONWEALTH BILL
INDIA UNDER AN INDIAN CONSTITUTION

" The most striking featurs of the preseat constito-
tion is the vast power wielded by the Secretary of
State for India. Seated six thousands of miles away,
he has complete authority over the administration
and the revenues of India. He is a member of the
British Cabinet, responsible to Parliament alone for
the manner in which he exercises his powers of
superintendence, direction and control over the
affairs of India. All these powers are swept away
by the Commonwealth of India Bill. The Secretary
of State is barely mentioned, except for the purpose

of transferging his authority, te India. A self-gov- |

erning India will take all decisions herself without
reference to the Secretary of State. She will per-
forma, through her Cabinet responsible to a fully
elected Legislature, the functions now vested in
him. Beyond acting as a channel of communication
between India and His Majesty’s Government in
matters which toncern Imperial affairs, he will
cease to figure in the government of the Common-
wealth of India. The centre of political gravity will
be shifted from London to Delhi.

- In India, the Governor-General will be replaced
by the Viceroy who will act on all occasions—sub-
jeet only to the condition that he shall enjoy the
prerogatives of the Crown which belong to him in
virtue of his office—with the advice of the Indian
Cabinet. Theelected Parliament will be the sapreme
anthority, for a Cabinet which dares to advise the
Viceroy in a manner contrary to the wishes of the
Legislatare is liable to prompt dismissal. The Gov-
ernor-General at present combines in himself the
dual role of Prime Minister and autocrrt. He may
act on occasions independently of his Executive
Council, over-ride the decisions of the Legislature,
.isyue Ordjnances on his own responsibility curtail-
ing the.liberties of the subject, and govern by Cerui-
fication and Veto. He will have none of these
powers, which distinguish him from a constitautional
“Yaler. In a free India, he will cease to preside at
meetings of the Cabinet. His functions will pass
on to the Prime Minister, who will become the real
head of the Government, so long as his_party is in
power. But the Legislature will have the final
voice in administration, with power to turn out of
office an, unsatisfactory or recalcitrant Ministry. No
money may be spent without the consent of the
Legislature, no tax imposed except with its approval.
No part of the Budget will be non-votable, except,
for & temporary period, a sum for the Defence

Forces of the Commenwealth, to be decided by a
Commission appoinfed by the Viceroy in condulté«
tion with the Cabinet. But thé ‘Comimissiod will
also report every five years on the progress’ of
Indianisation of the Defence Forces, with 4 view to
enable India to undertake the full responsibility for
Defence as quickly as possible. And even -daring
the interval, no money from Indian revénue#s shall
be spent on those branches of the Army which et-
clude Indians from commissioned rank. In the
Provinces, the same principles will apply as in the
Central Government, the only distinction being that
whereas in the Legislature of the latter, there will
be two Houses, the Legislative Assembly and the
Senate, each Province will be provided with a Uni-
Cameral Legislature with freedom to add a Seconq
Chamber, if it so decides.

It is the aim of the Commonwealth of India Bill
to make India self-contained and autonomous in the
three great spheres of activity, Legislative, Execu-
tive, and Judicial. The Government of India, as
now conducted through a foreign agency, is anti-
Indian in outlook and policy. It will be subatituted
by an adininistration indigenous in character gnd
inspired by a zeal for India’s welfare and pros-
perity. -

THREE GREAT MEN OF ASJA

A estimate of the life-work of Sun Yat Sen leads
a writer in 452 (New York) to compare the three
men who, by common consent, are esteemed
the greatest men of modern Asia. They are
Gandhi, Mustapha Kemal Pasba, and Son Yat
Sen. But between Sun and the other two, he edys,
there is this unlikeness : Gandhi bas the respect, thre
worship even, of the Inlians, and Kemal the power

.over the Turks; but Sun Yat Sen is regarded by the

Chinese with indifference and sometimes with
mockery. Yet Sun Yat Sen no less than tte other
two is entitled to his place in the  friumvirate that
may truly be said to have fired with new spirit fhe
aged soul of the East. Indeed, he was the first of
the three, and made the task of the other two
easier. If he is without honour, save in history, it

 is a phase of the paradox that has marked his career

no less than his personality.

GANDHI AS A BARRISTER

Writing in the April number of the * Bombay
Law Journal, ” Sir F, C. O. Beamsn, Retired Judge
of the Bombay High Court opines that Mahatma
Gandhi would never have been a successful barrister,
had he stuck up to thé profession for which he was
intended. He says:

“Ahmedabad was my first station. How well I
remember it, and my arrival one very cold morning
in January, and how it captivated my young ua-
travelled imagination with its kaleidoscope of new
and strange appeals to the senses., As I git here, in
dark foggy London, but a few days later in the
year, then when I alighted on the Ahmedabad plat-
form, I can see it all as plainly as thongh it were
yesterday, and not nearer half a century ago, and
the contrast. It is pleasing to know that Ahmeda-
bad is so well and worthily represented on the
bench and at the bar to-day. Best known, the last
few years is one of her great sons by choice and
adoption, Mr. Gandhi. Him too, I knew in his
youth, but not for long. For when I first went to
Kathiawad, he must have been very young indeed,
an unconsidered human trifle in the streets of his
birthplace, Porbander. Old Kappad Gandhi, his
highly respected father, was a name well-known
among Agency officers and held in much esteem.
Although he held many posts, as Manager and Ad-
ministrator, being an honest man, he did not accu-
mulate greaf wealth, anid unless I am much mistaken
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 hg had c’omparatxvely }1‘4&9 tenbe cl;lv;ded‘ between
pm sons. ,;f it is troe,, th:;t, the. young. -Mahatma”
got no.morg thap some ten thousand rupees as. his
ghage, zt speaks well for his courage and confidence
in hlme}f, tba’o he shcmld have shared , the ka]apam
“at'lgagy three years’ ,study in Englapd, in order
ghg\called to the Bar pn.g0 small a capital.. Be
“thay d8 3t glgy,,he ~was called to the Bar,, and re-
.;urned:tp thiawad, intending to practice the pro-
" gpic.and mercenary. professmn of the law in.the
o Agency Ccmrts "And that is when T met him.
fqdeed, he mush have made his debyt in the Chief
pquvt Jefore: me, somewhere about 1893. As he
.pas;evolved, tisa httle difficult to picture. him, a
“gtrenvous competltor in, that mpndane and most
‘ppspiritualiarena. . But his destiny:soon cajled him
elsewhere. Assuredly, he would never have been
a successful barrister.”
é@«ﬁ«%ﬁ««« »»»»%»s\;»e»»o
A OUR LONDON LETTER’ ﬁ
-*[ FROM OUR 'OWN CORRESPONDENT ] g

: 1bth June, 1925
{é{%{f{;&ﬁ%&%&é«%}}%% %>§>>>>>o
Mr, H. 8. L. Polak last Sunday addressed a
gathering of students of many nationalities at the
Student’® Movénent Hduge: i Dotidoh! on the life
" ahd w,ork of Mahatma Gandhi. . Everybody 1s in-
tere§te(if1n Mahatmq, as, one«)f the»world ﬁgureS, and
Mr.- Lolak’s address, charged with a fullness .of
owfledge, wplc'h he -ajone can command on the
gubject, was ;_nup}: appreclateq
27MraB. ¥ Khan is touring the British Isles, and
.alreadyrspeaks of the' many towns and villages he
Hascvisited.; [Thie weather has beén suitable for the
4ourtd betmade by metercar: Mr. D. Mainkum who
is} w2 resident in Bngland ig-tburing!with him, -
Thé discassions Yn the buﬂﬂ‘et are still proceeding
~in thé House of‘@ommons,land no ihconsiderable
bortxoniof‘ﬁhe tinde, 'Has: been devoted to silk amd
. drtificlalv$ilkt The ‘writerd! happened’ to be present
Avhert the digcussiori:was ‘4t 'it§* height. Mr Wins-
“fonClriréhill vefsatile'and brilliant as hb! is, ' finds
fo'thworthy Foeman' in his’ tn‘edeceésdt‘ in dffice,
the labour ex-Chaneellor; Mr. Snotvden.
ton Churchill, of course; hus the advantage with his
party majou ty of carrymg the day on ani question,
1cE he sy wil é it, swith the ¢ concurrence of is chle

{39 2 101: of“ peoble turned up at ﬁhe ()val
Kegningtoni,o sed Duleepsmhlx contihue hls mmngs
forh m‘b idge agaln%f Birrey:, There' i§ no doubt
'i;hp?t ¢'isd Hine “pat, 4nd shows momlse ‘of develop-
ing irito a first class cricketer. He hag.been making
good. seores, and to- Qay he was out for N the' hlgh-
esh.goné on hig'side,” -

Reoentky there »passed away Sir R;der Haggard,
whe in the early stages of his life, was. secketdry «to
Sir Theophilus /Shepstone, and: was. present 3t the
anpexation of the Trangvaal fo the Britishe On his
return jo England, he studied Jaw and. was:called - to
the bay ag a..memher of Lincaln’s lnn,. - But thedid
ok practme, Aaking ap however reperting, and thus

e ! L

" Mr. Wms- '

ik conrsge of {ime, he entered the field of lterature |

and hecame so famous asa. writer of African storieg.

b s'hé news of the suddew death' 6f Mr. €' R. Das
'ha8 ¢ome as a Bhock té Indiang, particularly “of ‘the
Wadentielass, tb whom hel was representative in his
Pereons ofthe aspirdtions of India.! »~ ' - ol

i"“\76‘11(31'65‘\761“ ne%oés, one {s’ struck w1th the many
announ em‘ent$ of the vﬁim})us totms' of a.musement,
and p Theds of ihtérest one may ‘visit, whether in the
ﬁrl'ti‘sh Istes, bt -on thg ‘continent. The people ‘of
n&lgnd kdow ndt only how 'th’ work,” but to take
liﬁr"hohdafyé l}Afe t6 them’is not a questlon of
ifdé’nﬁy na g—it represents to them a''meany

Z L

—

to the appreciation of the better’ things of' this life,
and this no doubt to a great extent accounts for the

bmoyancy of the spirit, and the c(mﬁdence of the
British in themselves.

*"Expectations in 1egard to the attendances at the
Wembley Exhibition, has not been fulfilled, thoukh
the claim has been made that the Wemblo'y ‘of 'this
year is better and brighfer than last vear’s. * The ad-
mission charged jnclugive of the tramn fare from’
places, ‘within a radius of 20 'miles from Wembley,
has been reduced tb two shillings from two shillings
and nine pence—in the hobe ‘of attractmg ‘lar"er
crowds o

“Ttis a matter of thankfnlnesw that the Dawes
Scheme for the reparation payments by Germany,
o the Allies, has during the last eight pontbs
worked satisfactorily, and there js every indicatian
that. this scheme will achieve its hxgb]y desxmb}le
purposes, 3,

NATAL COLONIAL-BORY INDIAN ASSOCIATION

®

The first adjourned annual general meet-
ing of the above Association will take place
place at the! Tamil Institute, .Cross Street,
on Sunday the :6th day of July 19.5 tom-
mencing at 2-3 . p. m when the following
Business will be transacled H

o "

1. Mmutes  Repart. 3. Balance
Sheet. 4. Alter'mon and Revision of rules.
5. Elections. ' 6. General.

Members only will be able to paruc:pate
1n the' dehber&tlbns !

NOTICE

o’

TﬁE REGENERATION OF INDIAN YOUTH.

A Lecture on the . aboyve Subject will be
delivered by Mr T. M. Na)cke{ Senior
Assistant of The Government Schog] Um-
geni, at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, 140,
Queen Street Durban, on Weclpesday the
22nd July at 7 p. m. sharp.

All are requested to attend.
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