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of such a demonstration as marked the fune-

ral procession of Das on Thursday, says the

Morning Posl’s Calcuatta correspondent. It is im-
+ possible {o estimate the crowd, and it can only he
said that countless thousands assembled in the
vicinity of the station at six o’clock in the morning.
They came from the outlying districts, some 1n ex-
pensive motors, others using lorries, bicycles, trap-'
The arrangements for a procession
collapsed immediately the train bringing the coffin
arrived. The handful of police and volunteers in*
attendance were hopelessly swamped, and progress:
became impossible, Of the scores of aged Indians:
with whom the correspondent talked, not one failed.
toremark that he had never seen anything approach-+
ing the sight prcsented by this vast and motley
collection of humanity. Jt had been arranged that
the procession should make a seven-mile detour to
the btirning Ghat, and it was expected that the
journey, woald occupy three hours. Bat the first
two miles occupied -an hour each, progress being
made by inched. Gandhi came specially to Calcutta,
and, wearing only a loincloth, wag carried on the:
shounlders of 'volunteers immediately behind the.
bier, on which.wreaths were thrown by the bundred.
Fvery vantage point along the route was occupied,
windows being crowded while traffic was completely
suspended. In the markets most of the shops were
closed, indeed the city was in a state of chaos. From
all parts of the country reports are coming of hartals
and condolence meqtings, A most extraordinary’

atmosphere pl:evm]s. . oot Towt ghf-
The British Indian Assgaation of Johannesburg °

‘presented, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
with a magnificent casket a replaca of the Taj
Mahal in gold as a birthday gift. The Taj Mahal is
a huge edifice built of pute_white marbel in Agra?
ahont 1620 and is well khiown throughout the- world

as one of the Dest architecural wonders; 27000 men
were employed daily and took ahout 17 years
g

Lord Birkenhead, if he has not yet made his for-
mal statement on the Indian guestion in the House
of Lords, has sufficiently disclosed his policy in his
speech on the Civil Services Bill and in rpeeches to
Indian students in London and Glasgow. His Lord-
ship has declared that so long as the British Army
remaing in India, it is “inconceivable” that there
should hot be “a certain proportion of civil adminis-
trators directed under the Imperial Parliament’s
policy, upon which the nse of that army depended.”
In simpler langnage, so long as the Army remains,
Britain must have a predominant share in the direc-
tion of Indian affaits.. And we know the Army
will remain for as long-d period as one can foresee,
India not being a Nation to be able to build up a
National Armv, according to late Lord Riwlinson.
Referring to British recruits for the 1.0.8., he said
they were not necessarily endowed lwith innate
superiority. over Indians, an admission for which we
are duly grateful to. HixLordship, but .they  contri-

NOT even Guandhi or Tilak was ever the centre

mamam—

bnted something distinctive.” Every Race and
Nation has, of course, “‘something distinctive,” but
why does not Britain import a proportion of each
into her Civil Service ?

In connecﬁon with the South African Asiatic
Policy the New India writes :—

- - The statement by Dr.-Malan, Minister of Interior

in the Union Government of South Africa, fore-
casting the introduction of legislation embodying
the Government's Asiatic policy at the end of the
present session of the South African Parliament will
cause no surprise. While the Government of India
is flattering itself by thinking that it is engaged in
delicate negotiations, the South African Goverament
merrily goes its way with tomahawk in hand. 1f
the proposal for a Round Table Conference had any
chance of acceptance, the Union Government would
surely have decided to withhold legislation till after
the Conference had been held. :Fs' there no limit
which a Dominion Gavernment may not overstep
with impunity, even in the exercige,of its rights in
“domestic” matters 7 | :

Mr. A. P. Choudree of Darban writes deploring
the apathy of Indian community of Darban, parti-
cularly mertioning the sad demise of 'the late Mr.
C. R. Das. o

[

DEATH OF MR DAS

J_[[ AST week the news was cable,l from Calcutta

that our. great lcader, Mr. C R. Das,

had suldenly passed away. This is a tre-
mendous loss t) the Swaraj Mov ment in India.
Mr. Das’s sacrifices in the shape of wealth and
position on behalf of the great cause he had at
heart are well known to our readers who have
followed the course of events in recent times, Tho
late Mr. Das was a successful lawyer and sacrificed
an income of something like £30,000 per annum
in ord>r to devote his time and energies to the
public cause.  Thare are on record gifts’ amount-
ing to £66,000 for public purposes, and he handed
over his mansi»n in Calcu'ta for the purpose of a
Girls’ College. Ian 1924 Mr. Das was elected Lord
Mayor of Calcutty, and re-elected this year. His
many services to the Municipality of his city and
to the great caue of self-government in India are
too numerous and extensive for us to dwell upon
at length.

It wasin 1921, when Mr. Das was the President-
Elect of the Tndian National Congress, that Lord
Reading, the Viceroy, saw fit to arrest this
brave man just a few days before the meeting of
the Congress,and he was afterwards imprisoned,
alcng with other leaders. Such seems to be the
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fate of all who strive to lead our nation into free-
dom.

We have no doubt that others will be found to
tako up the work Mr. Das has laid down  Just as
we say: “The King is dead, long live the King;”
so must we say‘ ‘“A great leader is dead, long
live the leaders.” While the nation mourns a
great loss, it must look to the next man  take up
the burden until we reach the goal.

On behalf of the Indian community of South
Africa, we extend (0 the relatives, friends and co-
workers of the late Mr Das, our heartfelt sympa-
thy, and prag that the same spirit of sacrifice and
public sexvice may fill the hearts of those who
follow in his footsteps.

THE LATE MR. C. R. DAS
Brier Skrroa or His Lirg

« From the C mgress Diary, 1923, we learn the
following interesting facts concerning the life of
the late Mr. C. R. Das .—

Chitta Ranjan Das was born at Calcutta on 5th
November, 1870 He was the second child of his
ato1ts. He was educated first in the London
Edissionaty College, Bhowanipore, whence he
mairiculated in 1886, and subsequently i the
Presidency College Calcutta, whence he took his
B A. degree in 1890  After taking his degree ke
went to Eogland originally with the idea of com-
peting for the I. C. 8. ut events happened which
saved his being drafted into “the heaven-born ser-
vice” Hetook an active part in the electioneering
campaign of Dadabhai Naoroji and his speeches
attracted attention both 'in England and India.
Later on, when Mr. John Maclean, M. P, in the
course of a lecture made certain extremely offzn-
sive remarks against the Hindus and the Mussul-
mans, Chitta Ranjan Das organised a meeting of
the Indians in England to protest again:<t Mr
Maclean’s conduct and made a powerful speech, as
a result of which Mr. Maclean was forced to apalo-
256 and rvesign bis seat in Parliament. Soon after
he was called wpon to make a speech on Indian
affairs, under the presidentshrp of Mr. Gladstone
which appears to have cost him his placs in the
civil service, for “though he came out successful
in the open competitive examination, his-name was
chiucked off from the list of prohationers ” Ulti-
mately he joined the Inner Temple and was called
ta the Bar

The profession of law was not to his taste, for
his literary talents dictated him to take up the role
of a teacher. But the consideration of the heavy
Tiabitities of 1iis father Jeft him no other alternative.
t onsequently he joined the Calcutta Bar in 1893.
It the beginning of his professional’ life he was
seriousiy handicapped by the imsolvency of his
f.ther and by his valnntardy sharing with him the
respong bility for thoge debts  But real merit ean-
not remain unreco, nised for Jong The celebrated
conspiracy case against Mr. Arabindo Ghose and
others in 1808 in which he appeared as Counsel
for the defence pushed Chitta Ranjan Das into the
fore-front  Since the release of Arabindo, he was
engaged in many notable eases After this he took
up the defence of the famous Dacca conspiracy case
and the boycott cases of Bengal. He appeared for
Mr Vaidya, the then Secretary of the Home-Rule
Leagrue at Nagpur and got him acquitted on
appeal He successtully defended Dr Mohta in
Burma when he was proseented under the Defence

of India Act. e was engaged by the Kutubdia
internees at Chittagong. He also appeared for the
Dumraon Rajin the protracted litigation relating
to that estate. Just before acquitting the profes-
sion he was engaged by the the Goveinment of
India to appear in the Munitions Board Case

Let it be, here, impressed upon the mind of the
reader that Mr Das bhad made it a principle to
defend all the political prisoners almost witho.<
any fees. Over and above this he had to incur a
large debt to maintain his family during the long
trial of Mr Arobindo Ghose,

As soon as he found his position secure, Chitta
Ranjan's first thought was to remove the stain of
insolvency from his father’s name s#nd his own and
he started to pay off every pie of thuse old debts.
“This 1s the first time,” said Mr Justice Fletcher,
“that a discharged insolvent publicly accepted for
a formal discharge of his insolvency.” Like his
father, he is a man of generous impulses. Ilis
donations are often secret  Any student or widow
who goes to him for monetary help can always be
wire of a liberal donation from him. He has borne
all the expenses of the Purulia orphanage started
by his sister. He was one of the special donars to
the building fund of the Belgachia Medical Col-
lege  He has spent a great deal in the upkeeping
of the Bhowanipur Orpharage. Latterly he has
thrown all his savings into the national cause. So
unlimited was his charity tbat when he gave up
his practice he had no standing income but a debt
of about three lacs of rupees. Some time after
this one of his friends asked him what would be
the fate of his enormous charities. Mr. Das kept
quiet for some time and then reolied with a deep
sigh “What shall I do? I must respond to a
greater duty. Those whom T have helped so long
will be helped now by God Himself.” His sacri-
fice is so great that it has elicited admiration even
from high-sruled Englishmen. 8ir Michael 8ad-
ler, the late President of the Calcutta Untversity
Commission, wrote in the London T%mes : - “Chit-
to Ranjan’s wonderful sacrifice { Rs. 60000/- a
month ) is nunparalleled in the history of the world.
Indians would do well to follow him "

Chitta Ranjan’s entry into Bengali Legislature
dates from 1895 when he published a volume of
Beng ili lyrics called Malancha. He started in 1915
a new Bengali monthly ‘ The Narayana.” He has
published Mala, Antaryami, Kishore-Kishori and
Sagar Sangit. In religious views he is a Vaishna-
vite of the Chaitanya school. He retaios some of
his father’s views of the Brahmo Samaj.

From his early days of his life Chitts Ranjan
took an abated interest in the development of Seif-
Government in his land and had been an active,
though not a vociferous member of the annual
gatherings of the Congress and of the provincial
organisations. But his real entry into practical
politics dates from the internment of Mrs Annie
Besant. He®addressed many meetings to protest
against the internment of many young men under
the Defence of India Act. Inresponse to the Pre-
mier’s appea’ for more reeruitment to the army he
spoke again and again urging the release of the
interned. Henceforward in all his political speeches
he empbasised our claims to resphusible Govern-
ment He is a staunch believer in the immediate
fitness of India for Swara]. Of all the leadera in
Bengal Chitta Ranjan was the first to rally rouad
Mahatma Gandhi in preaching the Satyagraha.
He was a member of the Committee deputed by
the Indian Nationa! Congress t» conduct an inde-
pendent inquiry of the Punjab disturbances. As
Mr. Das was convinced that the new Reforms did

e
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not",‘tr';atéﬁal)yb 4lter”” the sltuation, he opposed
cotopitation with theml al the Amritkar Congress
thoutth rtrlost”of ‘the leadets incliding Mahatmd
Gattihi were it favour” of the Reforms 'And in
all probability he would have kept back frém poli-
ti4, Biitgnpther event hippened which determined
ohé next gtage 1 his 'pulil:ivaf1 career. That event
. was the riss of Npn-co-operation movement . In
theDaginuiog he was not in favour of withdrawing
stpdents from schoels and Coll grs and boycatting
Law-Gourts. But at,Nagpur, 3 prplonged discus-
gjn-withjMabatyaa, Ggndh) conyinced him ofi the
necessity, for adopting the whole programme He
wa8 chiefly instromestel in drawing students away
from the; Qaleatia’ Qolleges and the schools in
Befigal'. - He wis largely instrumental in onllect-
ingthe large suin’ for the Tilak Swarajya Fuad.
Hehas compldtely . iven' up a luerative practice
He has given away all his earning to the Natiobal
College at Calcutta. “ And for all his work mo
thdroughly dode, He was ubanimously elected the
Prkident for the Sestion of 1921 Soon after t8Ys'
tHe’ yolunteer movettent was déclaréd illegdl in
Bendal. Mr C.R Das himself was arrested. The
hearifg wis 4djourned from_ time to titve and he
was'an under-trial prisoner when the Congress,
mg} at Ahmedadad, And on the 14th February
Deshbandhu was sentenced to six months’ simple
imprisonment,

Since the incidents related above, Mr. Das was
actiyely engaged .1n public work. He was elected
thé Mavoar of Calentta in 1924 and re-elected this
year. s recent, declaration regarding co-opera-
tion with the Goverpment of India and Lord
Birkenhead's reply opemed s new chaptr in
India’s history, and #ime alone will show how
much India’® future prosperitv will owe to the
gteat workiof our departed leader. o o
R O FH \ L A

[T Fa— r

LOSS OF INDIAN LEADER
CONDOLENCE MEETING,_OF LOCAL INDIANS

The sad news of the sudden demise of the great
leader ahid Lord Mayor of Calcutta, Mr. C. R. Das,
cast @ gloom ovér the local Indian cominunity. With
the little time at the disposal of the officials of the
Natal Indian Congress, & meeting was convened on
the 17th inst, at 5.30 at Mr. Rawat’s Bie Hall;
Victoria Street, to express the community’s grief at
the death of Mr. Das,

A large number of Indians attended the meeting,
amongst whom were Messrs. B. M. Patel, A. Dookan
(vice-presidents), Sorabjee Rustomjee, V. S. C. Pi-»
ther (joint secretaries), P. R. Pather, 0. H. A. Jha-
veri (joint treasurers), A. I. Kajee, B. A.'Magrajh,
R. K. Naidoo, Abdoola Moosa, Lutchman Panday,
S.N. Richards, M. Thungavelu, Satya Dev, A. Rook-
noodeen, H. L. Paul, A. H. Kari, Mamoojee Moosa,
I. M. Haffejee, and R K. Kapitan. In the unavvid-
able of the president, Mr. B. M. Patel, the vice-
president, presided. . After paving a glowing tribute
to the patriotic work of the great leader, the follow-
ing resolution was-put by the chair and carried
‘unanimously, the andience standing as a mark of
respect:—

“That this;meeting of Indians; assembled under
the aegis of ,4he Natal Indian Congress, places on
record its sense of deep sorrow and concern at the
sudden and untimely death of India’s patriotic son
and legder, Mr. C. RsDas, whose untiring and noble
gervice im the realm of national freedom will ever
be an example to all honourable men: and, further,
this meeting resolves that a message of the commua-
nity's heartfelt sympathy be forwarded to the be-
rebvved tamily and Mabatmaji.””

o CITY INDIANS’ TRIBUTE'

A Mass-Meeting of the Indian eommunity wis
held in the H.Y.M.A.-Hall on Sunday-the 21st<snst..

‘ to puss a reselution ef aympathy in connection’«with*
. the death of the late Mr: C. R Das,. - .

» Mr. R. B. Maharaj.presided and on the platform"
* were noticed Messrs. C. Nullnnh, Amod Bayat, M. I:-
"Kajee, G. A.-Hama, P. Makanjéé, Sew :Narain’

Panday, R. R. Pillay, Heosen Mahomed and others?

Prayers appropriate -for the occasien were said,
- and the Chairman in touchingly reviewing the -life-
ywork of Mr, Dus said”— .
|Sisters and Brothers,—It is my ’'painful duty this-
‘J§afternoon to refer torthe death due torheart failure;»
iof Chithan Ranjan Das, the Swarajist Leader: 1n
{India. He came from an ancient fimily, noted- fér
,it8 learninj and benevolence, - ) v o

He was the second son of Rupen Mnhan' Dids, - ané
istudied 1n his early age in a London Missionary
{School at Bhavani; and afterwards went to-the
 Madras College and took his B.A:-degreé.. Whilst' a-
istundent in College his touch of humanity was cleasly
noticeable, tor he always loved to help tHose in
{peorer eircumstanees, and eveh opened night sthools
ito give the poor the benefit of education. His love-
for the English langnage forced him to proeeed to -
'England where he qualifiel as a barnster. Wihalst -
in England he came mto contact with Dadabhai -
. Naoroji—the grand -old min of India and assisted
‘him.in his candidature for Fin.bury, for which
constithency he was eventually returned to’ the’
{House of Comrrrons. .

He was as fond of his mother tongue—Bengali—
.as he was of the English language, and -en his re-
turn from England he published''a seriestiof *books
iwhich were adndired. -

He practised as 1 barrister at the High Court at-
Calcutta and left no stone unturned to rise'np to the
highest rung of the ladder of his profession. For-
tune smiled on him and he was engaged in the de-
fence of a series of serious charges laid at the door
of Aurobindo Ghose, whom he successfully defended
whilst that famous lawyer, Eardley Norton was
on the Government side.

His eloquence and his depth of knowledge in the
law ushered him on the threshold of fortune, for
from this time he became as noted for his leadership
of the Calcutta Bar as for his fine quality of “head
and heart. ’

His father died a poor man, and left him a legacy
of poverty, besides being heavily mulcted in' debts.
Das has the unique distinction of paying his father’s
debts in full and thus earned a high reputation’
among his countrymen. ‘

In 1915 he founded a paper c.lled “Natayana” and
edited 1t with a style of his own. In thé-same year
he supported the dependents of men who nad been
sent to gaol for apposing and criticisiug the system
and action of Government. ‘He was a great admirer’
of the late Mr. Tilak who was mibcalled ““the" fatker
of Indian unrest.” ro

In 1919 he actively took part in the deliberations
of the Indian National Congress and joined *hands
with Mahatma GAndhi in the furthefance of the Non- ~
co-operation movement. ‘He alo took a ‘leading
inferest in th: Khilafat agitation. By common con-
sent of the Indian nation hé was elected’ in 1921 ab
the President of the Indian National Congress which -
met at Ahmedabad—the highest honour which’India’
could bestow on her sons. In 1922 while on gthe
eve of his re-election lo the Presidential ¢hair of

the
Indian National Congress he was arrested and lodged
in gaol by the Indian Government; and Mahomed, ,
Ali, the right hand licutenant of Mahatmajed was ,
elected in his place. On his release from gaol he
Jdeferred with Mahatma Gandhi on the question of
boycotting the Indian Legislative Council; and in-

| augurated the Swarajist Party and became its leader
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The article of faith of this party was to enter the
Council, and oppose on the floor of the house all
actions of the Governhment which were deemed to
curtail the ‘rights, privileges and powers of the
people.. The central idea of this Party was to dis-
organise the system of Govérnment so as to compel
it to expedite the graut of a fall responsible Govern-
ment on’a Dominion status; and the seat of this
constifutional fight 'was waged in Bengal. The late
Mr, Das was offered the Piemiership of Bengal,
which he refused. He was elected as the Lord Mayor
of Calcutta and was re-elected this' year to that
unique civic post.

Although ‘he deferred from Mahatmma Gandhi, he
loved and-admired him for his sincerity of purpose
as also for his:matchléss patriotism. o

Das was a nian of iron will and lately he openly
condemned acts of anarchism, which raised it head
here and there.. For his bold condemnation he was
praised by Inrd Birkenhead the Secretary of State
for India.’ - / ' ‘

His death at this time of the political evolution in
India is a national doss which will certainly set back
the clock of Indian progress. From the position of
his wealth with which he whs graced, he became by
his acts of self-sacrifice'and self-dévotion to s
country’s cause a poor man. - He gave'his all—his
position, and wealth, his knowledge and léarning

and above'all'his own life to the mation in- whosg |

services he died & nitional hiero only to be mourned
and rememBered by 'hi§ people and prosterity.

The following resblution was passéd, the audience
standing :— Co Y rt
This Mass Meeting of 'the Indians bf Pietermaritz-
burg, held nnder the ‘auspices of the' Natal Indian
Congress, deeply deplores the untimely deatly of
C. R. Dis, the Swarajist Léader, and' desires to coan-
vey to his family avd to the Imidian nation its heart-
felt sympathy.- - ! ‘ a0 e

Proposed by Mr. M: 1. Kajee.
Seconded by Mr; C: Nulliah,
Supported bjz‘Mr. 8. R. Naidoo.

oo

S, o onen :
THE LATE MR. DAS
A TRANSVAAL INDIANS' TRIBUTE

A Mass Meeting under the auspices of T.B.L.A.
was held at the. Goldberg . Bioscope, ' Johannesburg;
Mr. Asvat presiding. "Mr. Asvat addressed the
meeting as follows v~

You are aware that ‘we have gathered here this
afternoon to pay our humble tribate of affection and
esteem to the Jate Mr. C. R. Das whose services in
the cause of our Motherland have made his name
immortal. His spirit will- always be an exuberarit
source of inspiration to us all for all time. The sad
news of the great soul having left the flesh have
brought tears to our eyes and delivered a 'shocking
blow to all hearts..Uader such circnmstances, Ladies,
and Gentlemen, it,is impossible to, describe fully the
greab qualities of that great'léader and patriot, whose
ideal was to sderifice his all and himself at the altar
of service t6 the Motherland. -

Earsest and brave, Gad-fearing and self-sacrificing
be had the magnetic power of attracting all heavts
that came within the angle of his incidence. A
lawyer of the first rank with a record practice, a
born patriot always responsive to India's' call, a
spirit ever ready like King Hirischandra of ancient
Indi,xz to give rather than take, he first came into
prominence when he saccessfully defended Babn
Aurobindo Ghose 1 1908 at the Caleutta Court, free
of charge. .

A fine writer, with the book “Songs of the Sea”
fitly described as the “Marvel of Poetry” and other
books to his credit, he came into the front rank of
leaders in 1920, when he paid a]l the old debts of
hig father which amounted tc over a million rupees,

|
He abandoned his flourishing practice which ex-}
ceeded £5000 a month, He disposed of his furni-
tares and properties and devoted all the proceeds to
charitable purposes. Born and bred in the lap of!
fortune, he took the vow of simplicity and became|
the prince of patriots. ' !
When the call of India for Non-co-operationt
reached Bengal, he courted imprisnnment followed
by 30,000 students whose snul he verly was. He:
became the leader of India in 1921 after Mahatma
Gandhi had been sent to prison, He was elected
President of the Indian National Congress, at Giya,>
the highest honour which Hindustan can eoufer on
her children. He was many times elected Presidont
of the Bengal Provincial Congress and was virtally
“the uncrowned King”' of Bengal.! Ha'wag- the
leader 6f the Swarajists and Lorl Mvor of Caleutta.
It was he who brought about the -déadlock in the
Bengal Government. It was he who crippledthe
diatchy in Bengal, a step which' causz1 unnecessarg'
alarm in England. : .

. At Belgaum, under the guidance of Mahatma
Gazcdhi, it was his statesmanship that brought aboat
the pact between No-Changers and Swarajists, This
greab soul is departed, at this most critical moment
when he was most needed. But God willed it other-
wisé, and we must resign to the decree of Provi-
dence. In token of respect to the departed, your

_oeganisation, the Transvaal British [ndian Associa-
“tion, has caused all businfess in the Transvaal to be

closed to-day.

In,conclusion, in the name of the Transvaal In-
dianh, T beg 'to tender the deepést sympithe' to Mra.
Das and ‘family and to the Motherland at the
irreparable loss sustdined by ths death of the Dssh- -
bandhu. I now sabmit the resolation:: !

May God Grant His Soul Eternl R:t. ¢
RESOLUTION ' c

This mass meéting-of Indians-assembled at ‘Gold--
berg’s Bioscope Hall, hdve' learned with profounk
regret the sad news of the death' of Dishbhmdhe Dy,
the great leader and paﬁﬁb\:‘wh‘c taid" db wn’ Hig: Yif-
in the cause of India's freelom’ and deepty sympa™
thise with Motherland’s ifreparable loss,-and res-
pectfully tender ’heartfelt sympathy to Mrs. D
and family. * b ant

[ (£33 ’

THE-COLOUR BAR IN SOUTH AFRICA

The Colour Bar Bill introduced in the Union Par-
liament by the Nationalist-Labour Government has
pasied its second reading. The Bill affects miinly
the natives 6f South Africa, and in regard to them it
does nothing more than to give legality to regu-
lations which were declared wlfra wiures by ‘the
Transvaal Supreme Court, forbidding non-whites to
hold certain positions on mines an1 in works, Taess
regulafions were promulgated by the South African
Party which is now in Opposition, and therefore the
new Bill which is to take the place of the old rega”
lations will encounter no opposition from any of the
three parties which represent the differing shides’ of
the white man’s politics in South, Africa. The Chri-
stian Charches all over the country and som= politi-
cians from-the Cape Colony hive no doub expressal

' very strong disapproval 'of the policy of imposing

disqualifications on any people on the sole gronad of
colour and race, bat their voice unfortunately fall§
on deaf ears in Soath Africa and the progress of the
Bill to the Statute Baok is not hikely to be arrested:
or even delayed by the expressions of opinion. In
a sense we are glad of this Bill,’becaass the disabili-
ties to which non-whites were subjected till now in -
an indirect way, i.e. under regclations, will here-
after be provided for by legislation of an avowjedly’
discriminatory character. The only differences that
have so far arisen between the Pact and the South
African Party relate to this point, whother the dif-
ferential treatment, which it is the canrdinal tenet of
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all parties in that country is necessary for the pre-
servation of a White South Africa, should be sanc-
tioned by statute or by subsidiary legislation under
statate. If a policy of colour discrimination is to be
followed, it matters little whether the policy is em-
bodied in law or in mere regulations; but in one
respect it is much better to have specific legislation
giving sanction to this policy rather than keep up an
appearance of equality’in the laws of the country
and provide for every kind of distinction in regula-
tions, to which public attention is not so easily
drawn. Since the best means of obtaining redress of
an injugtice is to expose it to the scrntiny of the
worli in all its nakedness, the native of South Africa
wil} losg nothing but gain semething,by having the
colonr bar inserted in the wery laws of the country
instead of wrgpping it- up in regulations. Already
the eonscience of good Christian men has spoken out
very,strongly against this idea of keeping out natives
from certain occupations merely because they wear
black skins, but the idea has nothing new about it;
it is being consistently put in effect for several years

past. ; Yet the main point in the denunciation of thg,

Churches is that the measure is “‘a disastrous innova-
tion,” ete. It is new only in the sense that it has
attracted attention now in gnarters where it had so
far escaped notice.

Apiatics too are specifically mentioned in this
legislation. They may be excluded just like natives
from any of the occupations which the Union
Gavernment wish to keep as a preserve for the
whites. General Smuts has cariously enough es-
poused the cause of Indians on this point and has
already earned the encominms of superficial observ-
ere. But anyone who carefully reads the speech
which Geperal Smuts made oun the Rill in the Union
Purliament will see that he is not opposed by any
means to discriminating against Asiatics if such dis-
crimination is negessary in order to maintain white
supremacy;in Sopthy Africa,; All that he objects is
that|,Indjans .o, Asjaticss shopld be mentioned eo
nomane, in the legislation, ,.Genera)] Smuts has no
doubt consistently avoided a reference to Asiatics as
such in all antj-Asiatic legislation that he promoted.
The Class Areas Bill, for instance, which was
directed against Indians and which was infinitely
more drastic in its reaction on them than the present
Colour Bar Bill, still did not directly mention In-
dians. Ig .it seriously meant that our opposition
should be. less strong to this Bill which does not
mention Indians by name but 'the very object of
whijch is to drive Indians out of the country by
making it impossible for them to trade in important
centres than to the Colour Bar Bill, which makes a
direct mention of Asiatics but which after all will
not be so injurious to Indian interests as the other
Rill sponsored by General Smnts? We for our part
would much prefer a law which is discriminatory
both. in farm and substande to another law which, is
nou-qiscriminatory in form and discriminatory in
substance, for the reason that one can appeal to the
congcience of disinterested persons more successfally
againgt the former thay against the latter. General
Smats urged the Hertzog Government repeatedly to
avoid wounding the feelings of Indians, as it Indians’
feelings are hart only if the disqualifications that are
in any case to be imposed upon them are introduced
by specific legislation and’ their feelings arb tpared
if iptroduced by regulations. What Indiags resent
is that they should at all be subjected to disqualifica-
tiong- merely by reasop of their colour; and if
General Smuts is a8 insistent as General Hertzog and
Col, Creswell are on imposing disqualifications, he
need not be over-tender to Indians in the selection
of t;he means of applylng this racial discrimination

licy. R
polndians of course have every reason to feel
aggrieved at the Colour Bar Bill, but the one thing
we pannot pot tip with {s the plea that, in being

bracketed with the nativeg of South Africa, Indians
are being degraded. If that is the sentiment our
fellow-countrymen cherish towards natives, if they
reganrd themselves as racially superior to the Negroes,
they cannot of course complain if they are not ad-
mitted to a position of equality with the whites but
are regarded by the latter as racially inferior to
themselves. Indians will prove by this argument
that they are not such lovers of race equality after
all as they try to make out when contending against
white domination. It will show that they too
believe in race hierarchy as do the whites and that
both agree in placing the nativea at the bottom. the
only difference being as to which of the two, the
whites or the browns, should be at the top. Indians
- will forfeit the sympathy of all just-minded people
if it is found that what they are sticking out for is
.not equal justice for all races but merely an equal
¢ share in the spoils won by the stronger party from
the weaker in virtue of the main force. This is the
impression that is likely to be created by those who
make a grievance of the fact that Indians are classed
with natives in this Bill. If their inclurion in this
Bill will indnce Indian settlers in South Africa to
make common caunse with the natives and fight not
-merely for justice as between Europeans and Indians
but as between Enropeans and non-Enropeans, i.e.
between the oppressors and the oppressed, this Bill
will really have served a usefal purpose. We can-
not believe that the average South African Indian
thinks that a slight has been put upon him because
he is ranked with the native, bat such an impression
is apt to be foimed by the mse of an unwary .ex«
pression on the part of an over-zealous champion of
their cause, At any rate we have na manner of
sympathy with this type of advacate, Our attempt
in South Africa must always be to’ wage a, combined
war on behalf of Indians and natives aon white
aggrandisement. It will increase our material
strength, but, far more important than this, it will
add enormously to our moral force, which alone
counts in the long run.—The Servant of Indua.
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The Prince of Wales in South Africa is making
history bringing together the two white races in the
country and giving them as alsp the subject races
the opportunity to behold the future King of the
British Empire. And who that haa seen him can
doubt that he recognises the human side of his
people and when among them he is to-a large extent
one of them. No less can be sad of his avugust
father, His Majesty King George, whoe slights none
that approaches him. A striking instance happened
at the Wembley. As their Majesties were walking
among the people sightseging, a big built man hold-
ing a boy by the hand made his way -through the
crowd to King George saying “King—Shake hands
with America.” His Majesty with & amile did so-~—
shaking both the father and son by the hand and
then walked on. - .

A remarkable book “Sex by ,Choice” written by
Mrs. Monteith Erskine, the wife of Mr. J. M.
Erskine, M.P., which was published last month has
given rise to a piquant controversy between the
author and Professor Julian Huxley, the brilliant
young Oxford Scientist. Mrs. Erskine in her book
claims to have discovered the secret of sex and .de-
clares the parents can decide whether they will have
a son or a daughter. Professor Huxley regards these

claims as untenable. Heis a distinguished biologi-

cal scientist whose published works include *“Essays

of a Biologist ” and “The Individual in tbe Animal
Kingdom,”
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Another great fignre of the Great War, General
French, who for his servxces was made Farl of Xpres,
has passed away after a Tipgering illness. , His re-
maing were cxemated in the Cyemafonum at Golders
Green. HE was buried with' the honour and cere-,
monial‘becoming his achlevements,

Admiral, Sturdee, a great’ naval hero, has also
passed away, to the regret of his peeple and his
country.

Mrs. Bildwin, the moﬁher of the British Prime,
Minister, died at her home in Worcestershire at the
age of 79. Her sister Alice married Mr, Lockwood
Kipling and became the mother of the natxonal paet
Mr. Rudyard Kipling. Of her other sisters Georgma
became Lady Burne Jones, wife of the famous
painter a d the imppiration for the santly type of
woman which adotned so many of his masterpieces,
whils Agues Pbecapie Lady Poynter, wife of another
famous artlst Mrs. Balw1ns literary productions
include lechard Dare,” “When Town and Couuntry
mest.” “THe Pedlar’s Pack” and ‘' The Shadows on
the Blind,”

Mrt. IT Gordon Selfridge, head of the famous
Oxford' Styéet” stoce, uwh,o has treturmed to London
after to}umg RUSE ia accorn,pamed by hlS daugh,ter,,
Slbour a;xq La&y Peek gives hgs impressions m the
local preys ol gl?caymg cities” and hwh prices tor ]
poor "gonds i the Soviet country.

Indla hgts gxtend,ed an inv1tatlon to the M CC. to,
send a crlckettmg team to India ‘this year. It 18 m-
exphcalec that Indla whach prqduces guch, good
cricketers Bds' hot yet been ablé to 'u'mns,e test
matches™ England on‘thé same condmons ander
which S'outh Africa and Australia play BEngland )

Captagn Amundsen thé No¢ Weglan Explorer, and
hig*~ cha,rppions, in two aeroplanes, set ount from |
Smtzberﬁeﬁ on the 2Ist May for the Nox;bb Pole—a,
dlslf,ance agp?ox1mate1 "of 710" malés. Amundsens y
mfgnﬁ;on‘was t0 ﬂy to the Pole add‘ retm-n ‘at, once
to prt;bergen—doing the both “Ways ik .30 hburs.
Hig not havmg retirned is causing anxlety “Had he |
not gwen up his wirelesd” installations in order to
carry Thore pefrol; the world -thight hive come to
knew of his whereabouts. There ave, however, -
aspurances not ganting ;that it 4s- tpo early. o be,
anxious op théir account.  This 18 said to be a list of
supplies 1n which the’ Expedltlon left Splubergen :
Clothes, footwear, ski-sledged, boats, sldéping bags,
rifles, shotguns, ammunitions, edsoking intensils, and
provision<for six-weeks :- pemmican, chocslate, dessi- -
cated mllk and biscuits and pebrol for a ﬂlcht of
1600 alr“miles.

The Budget Committée of the Germail Relchstag
has provided for an increase of the President's
annyal salary to £3,000, as'well as an increase of the
allowance for expenses td £6,000. This inears that
President Von H‘mdenburg will draw £9,000in res-
pect of his office as President of the Gérman Re--
pubiic. Tl;re salary of the President of the United
Statesis £10,000 plus £5,000 for expenses. The
Presjdent of France recetves about 7,000 & vedr and
the same amonnt for expenses. The salary of M-
Baldwin a8 Frrst Loy of Treasury 18 £5,0

he island of Malta, which has been tn- the
posséssgon of the British for many ‘years; hds now *
been grantéd the status of s Crown Colony, .74

Moslems are being warned in India and i Eaypt.
against making the Pilgrimage this year to Mecea
owing to the uneettled state of affairs there and that
those who do, do 86 at theirown risk and that their
Governments will net in any way be responsible for
their safety.

spduld stand hind:in gond sted-l m hia'Fifl's ‘worle T a4

"The' Sotbouns, the French Umversrty stnker
excitement, of last month has settled.edown. The.'
catse of the trouble..was that an official of the.
Herriot Government was appointed by the. Minister
of-Education-from a “short list™ of two as Pyofessoe.
of International. Law,
precadents for exneating the, other eandidate. 10 be

The studg¢nts who had .some,, .

sucgessful, went on strike, and for mauy daye there
were scenes of disorder, culannating in the suspen-
,sion ‘of the Dean pf the Faculty of Jaw and a sym-
pa.thga;xe strike of University students in Paris and
some provincial centrés. The Dean has been rej-
tored, the unwelcome Professar has resigned, and
things now run smoothly.

The annouy cgment was made at the 121at armlml
meetmg of the Bible Soc1ety that the Bible “holly
or in partg is now issued i in 512 languages and A "\t
there was a vast increase in the demand for copxes
of the Bible at home and abroad—which in weight
represented 103 tons more 19 1924 than, in 1923,

Mr. Henry J. Cowell contmbutes a historical,
sketch of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem to
The, Education Qutlook for April. The pmsab\hty
of founding a Jewigh Col,l(,ge i Palestine wasg fiest
discussed 25 yearg ago by the Zionist Congress, and ,
when the War brojke out n 1914 a site had _just

Dbeen acquired. The Earl of Balpour's famous de-

claration of sympathy with Ziyonist aspwatiops in
1917 encouraged the promaters greatly and before,
the end of the War a ¢orner stone and twelve
foundation stones, ;symbolical of the twelve tribes
of Tsrael were, }ald At the cerem ny Dr, Weije-.
man declared that while the new mversnl;y was
meant to be a umfymu centre of Jewry's scattered
elements and to form the focns of the rehabilitation
of the Jewish copscionsness, the lrllstltutgou was con-
cetved 10 the bmadesb spirit of catholicity, for it
was not enly to study the pucient language of Israel
and languaues apd civibsatign of be,East hut also
modern scxence an th£e humqmtles Thovgh pro-
Jewish, indeed, the University i3, not Anti-Gentile,
but, \V),ll give an affectionate welegme , ta the mem-
bers of every race and every creedr

The British Government has its eye on the Cosa-’
munists 1n the countyy and there is an mdlcatwu
that delegates from, the Continent tq the ptoposed
Communnist Congress are not likely to receive ftom
the Government facilities to enter’ the ‘country.” Bat

. lookmu at'the almadst uneading May day labour pro-

cession along the streets of London, the spectators
coyﬂd not help notlcmcr among the labour ‘upion and
other banners a good sprmklmg, of Communists’
banners with for 1n§tam'ce such a sxgmﬁcant name as,
the, Young Commumst Party, ' Mr. Saklatwa'lla,
Parsee, 1'epresents Bittersea in the House ¢f Corh
mons as a Communst.

To the many who x;emernber Revd. 8. P. Veda.
muthoo popularly kpvwn’'as Revd. Simon, who wis "
for a 1ong period assocmted with the late Dr. Booth
and his successors in the supérintendency of St.°
Aidan’s Mission and 1ts then many schools, the news
of the death of Rov. Simon and of his équally well-
known wife, Mrs Simon in Madras will come ag a -
shock. There remains to carry on the good work
of his parents, Winfred Simon, born Duarban,
who, after gradunating as B A. fn Maitris, has beet? 'at' ¢?
the War-rmmstm Theolozical College n Lonhdor
qualifying for the €Chrigtian Mintstry, He is within
the next few months lewing for V1 [rad viil ' EHence
proceeds to Soiith Africa. He'is ‘at’ enithnstasti¢’
hockey player-—-znd his spimt ob- —sdor&mddﬂﬂp

o, ~n ( PRSI TS SRR I O It
SR *“’“’?" sarhorsin 4 Savg:

Zho Lertidar }esuns that < Sig- 5mkm‘ in Nabr--haes*
diecuiedtoseck plection to the Uoanat of Stave.~ Wa
are sure that his presence in #18:Conncik will greatly .
add. to the styength of tHe pgpgrassive fonded, infAhat. »
body,,the constitution of -which renjersb-inevitable ..

i
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. that it wil} be beaavily weightads with conServasiven -

elements., Sic Sankaran.has been 4 .membersof dhe »
Governmeni. of India for mare thn;fane yeses, -and.
l4ter a;member.of the Inlw Cotacikin Enband; Hus .
knowledge, of the workings ot _the nner, wheels -of ;
the administrative mauhmevy ought to mike hjpia;
s formidable crisle of the Government. .- . . e



