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NOTES AND NEWS

O

educative to those who profess to be well-

wishers of the British Kmpire and think they
are working towards its solidification but are actually
working towards its ruination :—

The events in India and Egypt bave brought us
appreciably nearer to the end of the British Empire
as it exists to-day. What the British people have to
decide 18 ; Shall that end be peaceful or shall” it be
with garments rolled in blood ?

In Egypt the British authorities have shown that
the supposed grant of self-government to the Egyp-
tian people was dishonest, even farcical.

You can rule yourselves if you do exactly what
we want; if you don't we will rule you by force.

In India the resolve of the British Government to
put into force exceptional laws—or rather to sus-
pend laws altogether—has provoked the representa-
tives of the Indian people to a fresh and vigorous
protest.

In each country we are trying to govern against
the wishes of the governed,. We are making the
mistake that Kmpires have made over and over
again, We are relying upon violence and lorcing.
those against whom it is used to say : “Then we
must violent, t00.”

And Mr. Baldwin, the head of a Ministry which
is making wars in all directions certain, continues to
babble of peace !

TIIE following from the Dauy Herald will be

A further stage in implementing the famons
White Paper decision of 1923 regarding the future
status of Europeans and Indians in Kenya has heen
reached in the elections for, and the first meeting of,
the new Municipal Council says a Nairobi report.
The European community actually produced ten
candidates for five seats, and heavy polling took
place. Those elected, in a meeting with the Indian
members, voted another Earopean as the eleventh
Councillor, thus ensuring a European majority in a
fully attended Council. No Indian was proposed as
the new Mayor, but a great effort was made to make
an Indian Deputy Mayor, and this was only defeated
by the casting vote of the newly-elected Mayor.
Thus Europeans have won the first skirmish, but
the narrow majority proves that the Indians will
win the day if the white Councillors get slack.

Replying to Sir Robert Hamilton (Liberal) in the,
House of Commons, the Hon. Ormsby-Gore, Under-
Secretary for the Colonies, said in accordance with
the decision set forth in a White Paper in July,
1923, areas had been reserved in Lowlands of Kenya

~with a view to ascertaining the Indians™ demand for

"agricultural land. The matter was in a state of sus-
pension pending the examination of the land by re-
presentatives of local Indian intetests and the Gov-
ernment of India, or both. He was not aware that
the Government of kndia had taken any action in
the matter, .

A peculiar judgment was given in t.hg Dlu'l_)'an
Court by Mr. H. B. Wallace in the cases in which

two Indian ’hus drivers were charged, ome with

4 having stopped in a position other than one of those

specified under the regulations, and the other with
traversing streets in which Indian ’bus traffic was
not allowed under these same regulations. Mr.
Mitchel. who appeared for both the acfused, applied

| for their discharge, as mn the case of the tirst accused
he was not plying for hire, but had merely gone to
a certain building in order to pay an account, and
that the owner was noi carrying passengers for re-
ward wien he was traversing the streets. Mr.
Wallace remarked that the regulations were very ex-
plicit, and 1t was clear that the road named in the
charge—Smith Street—was closed to Indian ’bus
traflic. The accused were each fined £1, Mr. Michel
giving notice of appeal.

For contravening the new Durban- Municipal by-
laws passed on Feb. 18 prowviding an additional
licence to be taken out in respect of all ’buses used
for trading purposes a batch of 25 Indians were re-
cently charged with not having taken out these
licences. Mr. Michel, who appeared for the accused,
asked for a remand 1n order that he might have
time to look up authorities on the subject. Ie
intimated that he would endeavour to prove that
the municipal by-law was directly opposed to the
statute that on the payment of the general Licence of
L1 the owner of a car could travel in any part of
the Province. For the purposes of his case, he was
going to argue that Durban was part of the Pro-
vince. He would also challenge the validity of
making the additional tax retrospective. In this
cage the actual tax had been paid in January last,
and the additional tax was passed on Feb. 18, “It
should not,” he contended, “have come into force
until Januwary, 1926.” Remand was granted until
May 29.

¢ The total number of deaths daring the month of

March in the Borough of Durban were 79 of which

33 were European and J0 Asiatic and the rest Col-

oured and Native. Cages of infectious disease

totalled 33 of which 27 were European and 4 Asiatic

a§1d the remaining were imported and Coloured and
ative.

Total revenue from the Indian Market for the
month of March was £1,012 3s. 1d. an increase of
£277 8s. 1d. as compared with the corresponding
month of last year. -

Revenue received by the Corporation during the
month of March from Natives totals £7449 6s. 1d.
of which £4547 9s. 9d. is derived from the sale of
beer. ’

Preaching at the Clifton Wesleyan Chfirch, Jo-
hannesburg, recently on the “Statesmanship of
Missions,” the Rev. J. Glyndwr Davies is reported
to have stated that mission work was never more

needed in Africa than at the present tinle. He was
afraxd the black man had l.qsh faith in the white



136

A3

INDIAN OPINION

May 20th, 1923

man, and the duty of the Church wag {o see that he
did not lose faith in the white man’s religion. “The
mission field to-day requires all the best men and
women avajlable because the responsibility is great,”
he said.  “We requirg a true and gane interpretation
of the Gospel. We must plant at this stage of the
economical, social and spiritua} transition in the
native life the best Christian ideas and ideals.”

erp werg two forces that played strongly on the
rT!i‘}v}es of the natgves iff3 this cont.inenb:—thg Mahome-
dan, like an avalanche from the north, with all his
corrupting influences, and the trader in pative

centres, who frequently showed greed and cryelty |

and was addicted to drunkenness.

Yes, it is true, the black man has lost and is fast
losing faith in the white man and his religion ahd
the catise of it is obvious,
is no longer the religion of Christ, which was the
brotherhood of all mankind. The white man’s reli-
gloy is''to keep fhe black man under everlasting
gervitude. It teaches thé black man” to look npon
the white man as the supreine heing and that the
Kingdom of Heaven, as it were, i3 withih him. In
fact the underlying motive of belstering up Chris-
tianity now-a-days is only to increase the domira-
tion of the whate man.

MO Ve ——

In thé coyrse of his remarks in the Natal Provingial
Couneil on education Col. Henwood is reported fo
have predicted a dark future for European boys and
girls in Natal, in view of the appalling figures be-
fore them. In 1910, he said, there were 14,000
European children in the Natal schools, and Indian
and Native children numbered 16,887. To-day
there were 26,666 European:boys and girls attending
schoalsin Natal, against 37,200 Natives and Indians.
‘What did these fignres mean in the light of the fact
that these Indians and Nativés were receiving a
iraining equal te that of European childien? It
meant that these Natives and Indisng, 'in future,
waunld iake thp bread out of the mouths of our
children. Where was the remedy? It was a most
serious position. {A Vaiee : “Don’t employ them.”)
“Don’t employ them?” agked UColonel Hehwood,

the remedy wauld then be simple, but people would .

employ them, and in preferdned to Kuropeans oo,
espeacially when they could get fhéir work done for
£4 or £5 per month, -

T et m——

. Mr. Huylett in the couyse of his remarks in the
Provincial Council congratulated the Union Goverr-
ment on its Asiatic policy, and said that # was
qujite a change from the avqwed ﬁglicy of the Smuts’
regim¢ which séemed to $hink' that pothing should
be done which Would be in conflict with the yiews
of Great Britain and India on ‘thig guestion. (Mr.
Brisker :  “What aboul the sugar _inguém;y?” “1
think we haye solved that,” replied Mr. Hulett, and
added : ¥We are moré able to dispense with thein
than the hon. member is with his stores.” (Laugh-
ter). Proceeding, Mr. Hulett said he hoped thaj in
future there would Be mno mdre hedging on
this' question, and that when  Ordinances dealing
with thié matter were introdaced there would be no
more ambiguity, but that they would deal with the
matter straightforwardly.

v ———

Reuter from London reports :-—Because of the
selection of the ~South African’ player, J. J.
Lezard, of Christ’s College, 28 captain of the
team, it is stated that 8. M. Hadi and Dr.
Rutham, the old Cambridge lawn tennis half
Blueg, deglined to play for the University in the fix-
tnres arranged this term, and consequently will not
he available for the match against Oxford on June 1.
" Tt is gontended that Hadi, as the senior Blue, should

The white' man’s religion.

have been elected captain, and the omussion to do
this is regarded ag a glight to Indja, Hadi js the In-
dian vai,g Cnp play@r and Ruinp.m comes from Cey-
lon. “"We have a higher regard for English sports-
manship thap tq acoept {ha statemept that the teams
‘would not play against Cambridge under an Indian
captain,” gaid Rutnam, the Ceylonese and Cantab,
lawn tennis Blne. As a rule of honour the
senior Blue should he cgptain, but the In-
dians were passed over, the explanation being.c
that the practical diffienlties of an Indian cap-—
taining the team were so great that the thing was
impossible. Rutnam has emphasised that the ob-
Jjection i not a personal one, but a matter of princi-
ple, and both being friends of Lezard they would be
delighted {o play under him if he were their senior.

1 “If the club 3dmits the principle that an Indian, if

gntitled to the captaincy, should be elected in fututre,
we are willing to play under Lezard this season.”

IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT TAKEN
TO TASK

o
66 CANNOT wunderstand the Immigration
Department at all. It frequently acts in
the most unreasbpable mqnher and gives
the Coyrt no assistance at all. It §s the most Zigh—
handed depgrtment I kpow of.”

Mr. Justice Gardiner has cecasion to utter the
above words in the Supreme Court at Capetown
recently in dealing with the appeal of Amher
Wallabh, an Indian, against his summary deporta-
tiop hy the Tmmigration authorities. It was

A alleged that Wallabh had been in South Africa

20 years and it was not until he made a claim for
grrears of wages that' his right fo be bere was
questioned. His employer, an Indiap, it was
alleged, communicated false information to the
authorities and he was then arrested and shipped
off to India without being given an opportunity
of submitting his case to the Immigration Board.
Hjs friepds’ consulted attorneys, who obtained a
temporary inerdict, restraining the department
from deporting Wallabh. The Immigration Depart-
ment, thereupon, asked Mr. Justice Watermeyer
to make Wallabh give security for legal costs and
the expense of mdintaining him, which order His
Lordship declined to grant. The Government’s
counsel, it appears, urged that Wallabh, being a
prohibited immigrant, had no right to appeal to
the Court, and if the Court was going to assume
jurisdiction it was only fair that’ Wallabh should
give security-for the costs. Mr. Justice Water-
meyer had, here, to open the eyes of the depart-
ment by pointing out that this was a fallicy.

“This Court,” said His Lordship, *“is not
going to assume any jurisdiction if does not

possess. The Court is here to see that the laws
are enforced and that in 'ust;ipe is not done and we

should not make it any more difficult than it is

already for a person to place his case before us.” .
The Immigration Department had since failed to

tender any affidavits and that gave Mr. Justice

Gardiner reagon to take the Department rather

severely to task as would appear from His Lord-

ship’s comment quoted above.

The rights vested in the Immigration Depart-
ment are most extraordinary’ and contrary to all
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- principles of justice and fairplay. It is an every-
JeY eypericnee of many anunfortunate Indian and

it is mercly by a stroke of luck that an isolated
case reaches the Courts of justice. What is note-
worthy is that whenever such a case has reached
the Courts of justice it has aJmost invariably caused
govere criticism to-be passed aguinst the Immi-
g,t";{}ﬂn Department. This would prove tlxe rotten-
ness of the ways of the Dopartment. Each such
criticism, although has not the effect on the Depart-
ment whose high-handedness is as bad a3 ever is
nevertheless worth recording.

HIGH-HIANDEDNESS OF TMMIGRATION
DEPARTMENT

INDIAN pEmRTED AND BROUGHT BACK
JUDGE'S BSEYERE CRITICISM

, Capetown, 8th May, 192),—An eleventh honr at-
tempt to stop the authorities deporting an Indian,
Amber Wallabh, was described in the Supreme
Qourt to-day.

} Accordipg to Wallabh, he had been domiciled
in the country since 1902, and it was not until he
claimed £100 arrears of wages from a compatriot,
that his right to be here wag questioned. His debtor,
ho alleged, gave false’information about him to the
mmlgrauon Department, wha promptly arrested

im and proceeded to ship him to India as a pro-.

hibited immigrant. The ship had already left when
hig attorneys succeeded in obtaining a temporary
interdict against the Government and Wallabh was
la.nded when the vessel touched at Port Elizabeth,

SECURITY FOR CosTS

,

To-day the Immigration Department asked Mr. |

Justice Watermeyer to make Wallabh give security
for legal costs and the expense of maintaining him,,
but his lordship declined to grant any order,

Mrv. Jnstice Watermeyer pointed out that the
wuthorities had been called upon to show cause on
May 13, why they should not be restrained from
leporting Wallabh. In the meantime they had the
sxpense of maintaining him, but, as he was detained
n gaol, the cost was only 9d. or I/- a day. The law
nid that when a prohibited immigrant appealed to
he Board, he must give financial security. The
natter to be decided to-morrow week however, wis
vhether Wallabh, ghould be afforded an opportunity
£ appealing to the Board. The Government's counsel,
2id his lordship, had urged that Wallabh, being &
yohibited immigrant, had no right to appeal to the
ourt, and if the court was going to assume jurisdic-
on it was only fair that Wallabh should give

swurity for the cost.

“A FaLpLacy”

# That is a fallacy,” said the Judge. “This court
not going to assume any jurisdiction it does not,
sgsess. The court is here to see that the laws are
rforced and that injustice is not done, and we
wuld not make it any more difficnlt than it is
ready for a person to place his case before us.”
The question of who must pay the costs of the
yvernment's unsuccessful application was reserved
itil the ‘decision of whether Wallabh was entitled
be heard by the Immigration Appeal Board.—
nd Dazlz/ Mail.

19325,
The methods of the Imfigration Department
ro adversely commented upon by Mr. Justice
rdiner at Capetown yest;erday during the appeal
Amber Wallabh, sn Indian, against summary
ortation, . .

v

. Wallabh alleged that he had been in Sonth Africa
20 yecars, and it was not unti} he made a claim for
arrears of wages that his right to be here was ques-
tioned. His employer a compatriot., communicated
false information {o the authorities, he declared, and
he was then arrested and shipped off to India with-
out being given an opportunity of submitting his
case to the Immigration Board. His friends con-
sulted attorneys, who obtained a temporary inter-
dict, restraining the department from deporting
Wallabh, and he was taken off the boat at Port
Elizabeth.
“ILLEGAL ACTION”

The Judge-President (Sir Malecolm Searle) and
Mr. Justice Gardiner were asked yesterday to con-
firm the interdict pending Waﬂabh’s appeal to the
Immiggition Board.

‘For Wallabh, Advocate Davis, K.C., urged that the
Minister had no jurisdiction to deport Wallabh nntil
he had-an opportunity of being heard by the Board.
Wallabh gave notice of appeal, but his notice was
returned to him by an official because .he could not
1immediately deposit £30.

The deposit had net been fixed by the Mlmster,
and counsel deseribed the action of the official as
illegal. The amount was subsequently subscribed
by Wallabh’h friends, but was then rejected.

“I capnot understand the Immigration Depart-
ment af all,” observed Mr.. Justice Gardiner, com-
mentibg on the absence of affidavits from the
anthorities, “‘T# frequently acts in the most nn-
reasonable manner and gives the Court no assistance
at all. It ig the most high-handed department I
know of.”

After hearing Advocate Roper, who questioned
the Court’s power to mterfere with the discretion of
the Minister, unless absegce of jurisdiction or
illegality were proved, their Lordships reserved
judgment.—7%e¢ Star. .

7

ASIATIC QUESTION IN UNION PARLIAMENT
DR. MALAN ‘ON THE PROMISED ASIATIC BILL

The Minister of the Interior is reported to have
stated recently in the Union House of Assembly
that since 1914 Indians had been repatriated at the
rate of 2,000 a year at a cost of about £8 each.
With the greater inducements offered, repatriation
would be increased by 600 annually. A communi-
cation had been received from the Indian Govern-
ment suggesting a round table conference on the
Indian question in the Union. No reply had yet
been sent and it would be unwise to say anything
farther unti} the Government had properly con-
sidered the matter.

In connection with the promised Asiatic Bill the
Minister said it was very complicated question, and
it was only to be expected of the Government that
before introducing legislation it should go vety
thoroughly into the whole position. ~

“I have tried to do so during the recess, but the
recess, was a very short one, and I undertook that,
if it i€ at all possible, I would introduce a Biil dur-
ing this session. I cannot hold out any hope that it
will be done before the very end of the session. I
have no hope that the Bill will get on the Statute
Book this year, but I have very good reason, which
I will state when I introduce the Bill, why it should
be introduced daring this session. The only pro-
gress I bave been able to make so far is that it is
quite clear to me what are the lines on which we
should legislate. I have indicated those lines to the
Government, and the Government has approved of
them. I have also indicated them to the depart-
ment, and asked it to prepare legislation on these

lines. It has done soand I have just received my
policy in législative form. I am going imto th_e
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whole question, and if it is at all possible I hope to
introduee the measure right at the end of the session.
Mr. Nel (8.A.P., Klip 'River) : Cannot you pub-
lish'the Bill before the end of the session?
The Minister : No. It is not ready.

LORD CURZON AND ‘SANJ VARTMAN’

Following is an article from Sany Vartman on Lord
Curzon :—

In many respects the late XLord Curzon was a
puzzling personality. Genius he had, no doubt. He
had energy, he had pluck and, above all, he had
what Is papularly called an inexhaustible amounﬂ of
cheek. He was the son of a British peer—though
that peer wasa clergyman and poor—but he rectified
the fatal mistake of being born poor by marryinga
rich American heiress. At the very threshold of his
life he found syfnpathetxc sponsors to back him up
in his future pohtxcal career, and aided by his own
talents and personal “‘go” he-early made a mark in

the House of Commons, a very stern and discerning,

critic of aspiring political debutants. His friend$
found him a “sincere patriot. He was warm-hearted,’
transparent almost naive, indomitable in effort and
very loyal to his friends. When in lively mood he
was the best of good company and would keep a
whole dinner-party in laughter and .admiration at
his brilliant sallies.” Armd yet strange to say, with
all this superabundance of personal charm of head
and héart George Nathaliam Curzon, was 1n the
practical course-of his'life, a failure. “He never
brought off anything successful.
with great ideas for the benefit of the native races,
he alienatéd the English population, and, later, in-
attempts to conciliate Anglo-Indian opinion, he
alignated-all the native feeling. He became the very
type of the prancing pro-consul, with a kind of in-
solence and arrogance of speech which lost him the
gratitude he deserved for much genuine hard work'
and many efforts of pérma.nent value. It was to
bave been the most brilliant reign that 'India had
ever geen. But on his departure there was none so
poor as to do him reverence, and even the wusual
native ceremonial farewell was boycotted. History
will trace from this disastrous rule all those in-
creasing storms of unrest and discontent which have
made India an almost desperate problem.” This is
an accurate thumb-nail summary of Lord Curzon's
character, but it does not say in what way or by the
possession of what fatal quality so lavishly endowed
a man failed in life and brought disaster to every-
thing that he touched. We think the ego in’ him
was mordmately developed. He'was feverxshly self-
conscious. Early success had spmled him and-the
constant homage paid to his geniug. had turned his
‘heéd. Like the constltutlonal courtesy that prompts
s to say that the ng does no” wrong,” he had,
by his early success in life, had-come to believe that
George Nathalian Curzon, too, can do nothing wrong.
He had a genuine love for the East, no doubt. But
it was a selfish love. For him, a kindly God bad
created the whole East for the sole purpose of ex-

ploiting, Lord Curgzon’s superior genius! The East,
for him, .was a vast playing ground for.his own self-
glorification with India a8 a happy hunting-ground
for the mighty Jupiter to hurl his devastating
thunderbolis at the poor and meek mortals of this
under-world. -Lord Curzon, even in his Oxford
days, was a “very superior purzon” and all his life
he walked erect with his head always touching the
clouds. And here we find the true key of Lord
Curzon’s failurs, Arrogance was the dominating
rule of his life. It was this arrogance that kept him
apart from his fellow men and though a loveable
man in his own way, he was more feared than loved
by those who came in Lusiness contact with him.
Everyone now knows the personal quarrel he had

In India at first )\ s tailure,

was the real secret of his failure.

with Lord Midleton. The latter was a college-chumi: i
of the “superior purzon,” but in ability he was faslqy
inferior to his friend. But by a strange freak of 5,
fortune when Curzon was India’s mighty Moguliic
over the head of this Mognl was sitting in Whitehalllso
Mpr. St. John Brodrick as Lord Midleton then wasiw
the Secretary of btabe for India' What a greaun:
humiliation for so “great” a Vicéroy to take his'
orders from one whom he looked dotvn upon k: hisl "‘
inferior in every possible way? Friction, under |
such circumstances, was inevitable and this develop tinl.
ing with the course of time ended in open enmityli.
No wonder, in the quarrel that soon developed be:
tween the Viceroy and the late Lord Kitchener, thét
Secretary of State sided with the Commander-in i
Chief, and Curzon had to leave India, as we al,. 4
know, in a most ignominious manner, Lord Curzony
never excused Brodrick for this official defeat ancis
in his pompously childish fashion he issued hiid
magniloquent proclamation that henceforth wheres
the mighty Lord Cuarzon condescended to attend del }
St. John Brodrick must be absent! This showe’sd
most concluswely that Lord Curzon was incapabldse
of rising supenor to petty ]ealousxes and quarreleis
Seven years of “mogulism” in India had spoile [£x

him and in England though he lived subsequentljjfis
for nearly twenty years he was like a figh out d&'My
water. Mr. Lloyd George spoke well when he saidi«
“George Nathaniel Carzon may suit the mild Hindvys
but not England.” But Curzon did not perhap::
realise that his inordinate vanity, his self-conscious 38,
ness, and his vaunting ambition to shine above al
and at all times, were 80 many nails in the coffin o ;
There is no doubt, that he wantedir
to serve his country, but he wanted to serve himseliy
at the same time. He, in fact, wanted to serve twti{
masters and ended by serving neither well. Whei ™
aeronautics was not so well developed he wanted t, |¢
fly and little wonder, he soon camne to grief. Thai'l‘l

CECIL RHODES AND ASIAN INDEPEN DENCLZ

4
After descnbmg the lmpenahstxc aims of Ceci X
Rhodes in The Chinese Students’ Monthly, Dr, Taral.
nath Das observes -——

Cecil Rhodes held that it is the will of God thi' g
Great Britain through the co-operation of the Unite) o ¢
States of America and through the superior genituf
of the Anglo-Saxon peoples would dominate tt, é
world for justice, peace and liberty. We find thi! )}
Great Britain is ruling India and dominating maj¢ ¢
parts of Asia and other sections of the world keepd
ing hundreds of millions of people under subjectioss3
denying simple justice and freedom; and we
safely assert that British imperialism has been i
curse to the world and has been the cause of moyt’
wars than any other factor in recent times.

God is not so unjust that He has decreed once fo
all that the peoples of Asia, which were far mos
civilised than those of Europe many centuries b
fore the Christian era, be kept under perpetual suin
jection of the Anglo-Saxons or other Europeam
The present degraded condition of the peoples «a
Asia i3 more due to their faults than any othi
reason. They have to struggle to rise again. Bif
tishers do not depend upon the will of God to, cariié
out the scheme of dominating the world, pari:4
cularly Asia and Africa. They use all possiblc mea s
to attain their end of extension of British imperizin
ism on a solid foundation, even by destroying. §
possible competitor or a nval by war, starvation a1 1
political isolation. 4

Are there young men and women in India, Cbhi
and Japan and other parts of Asia and also in Afri 1}
who see the vision that their God-given daty is +J
give all their energy of lifg and all the wealth in.’

. b )
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well-calculated manner, particularly by spreading
»lucation, and with the co-operation of all peoples
ander subjection to recure freedom of the oppressed
peoples of the world? A few Cecil Rholes of new
type are badly needed in all countries of Asa and
Africa, They should inscribe in their hearts the
ideal of Asian independence, equal opportanity and
no discrimination against any people, becanse of
race, to he achieved through concerted action in all
parts of the world,

‘their ideal cannot be achieved within a year or
two nor can it be achieved by merely delivering
speeches, by adopting resolutions or by rousing
racial bitterness between the East and the West.
~Life-long consecration to the ideal, untiring work
to spread the gospel of freedom, augmenting wealth
by deveolping national intelligence and efficiency,
industrial and economic strength and proper inter-
-national understandings are needed to win the
victory. None with a light heart and hasty judg-
.ment should respond to this call. Only those who
have a vision and sustained energy should under-
take to perform the duty of crowning hamon free-
dom through many-sided activities—World Peace
with Justice and Liberty to All Peoples to be
Achieved Through Asian Independence,

R e T IE-LQET'S RETURN

(By MR. Q. F. ANDREW}) IN “ YoUNG INDIA"

At the time when the poet, Rabindranath Tagore»
left India for South America in September, 1924, we
had very great anxiety about his health. In China,
earlier in the year, when. I was with him, I had
witnessed his extreme weakness, But the invitation
that had come from South America asking for his
presence a3 the representative of Asia at the
Centenary of Sonth American Independence, out-
weighed with him all considerations of physical in-
firmity. The spirit was willing, even though the
physical body was all too weak. _

With an eagerness that astonished us all, he
hastened on from Europe by the earliest possible
steamer and arrived at Buenos Aires very early in
November, although the {entenary celebration was
not to be held until December 10th. He felt that

‘any stay in Europe, where the crowd would press

upon him, might consume what little strength he .-
had and make the further voyage to South America
impossible,

In the middle of the stormy Atlantic Ocean he
wrote in Bengali a remarkable pcem. He refers to
this in a letter, which he has written to me; and he
bas given me permisgion to publish it. When I
received the letter, with its poem, I recalled at once
the hymn, which we had been singing again and
again at Delhi during the fast :

The pathway of the Lord is to be troddeén by
heroes; it is not meant for the timid :

«eoHe that would drink the cup of the Lord
must abandon his all.

In his letter he told me that at the time of writing
he was visited with a terrible oppression of soul,
more mental than physical, and his poem revesls the

thway of release that he found. He has named it

The Tempest.” It runs as follows :—
Half asleep on the shore,
' You dreaded the voice of the Tempest,
When he thundered in your ears his ‘No.’
»++  You had said to one another,
That the store had its plenty,
The house had its comfort,—
When suddenly, grinding his flashing teeth,
The Tempest growled, ‘No.’
But I made the Tempest my comrade,
and left my shore, °
With my ship tossing on the sea,
I have trusted the Tertible,
I hiave Ailled my salls with his breath,

o

-

1.

And my heart with his assurance,
that the shore is there.
He cries to me : *“a vagrant you are, even aa I,
Victory to you 7
Things are shattered to pieces, scattered by the
wind.
The timid murmur ia despair :
*“This is the end of Time !”
The Tempest cries : “Only that remains,
Which is utterly given away.”
With trust in him, I march forward :
I look not back,
YWhile the hoarded heap is swept away by the
“flood.
My traveller’s reed is tuned
With the tune of his loud laughter.
It singa : “Away with the lures of desire,
With bonds that are fixed,
With achievement that is past,
And hope that is idle.
Learn, for.yonr drum, the dance of the reckless
' _ waves,
Beating against the rocks.
Away with greed and fear,
And Power’s banner borne by slaves.
Come, divine Destruction,
Drag us away from the house,
Lead us away from safety’s path,
Come with the fiutter of your wings of death,
Spread upon the wind your cry, ‘No.
No rest, no languor, o ease,
No load of feebleness weighing down the
head.
Knock and break open the miser’s door !
Scatter away the gloom of storage !
Banish the self distrust,
that seeks a whole wherein to hide,
Let your trumpet proclaim in the wind
Your terrible, ‘No.’
“Every time that I have read over this poem, it
has brought back to my mind, by some inper asso-

especially associated with it. There are also the
parallel words of Christ, which have gained an
added meaning for me each year as I have grown
older.
* “He that will save his life shall lose it,
Bat he that loseth his life, the same shall save it.”
After the poet, Rabindranath Tagore, had reached
the Argentine Republic his health failed him again.
The kindly people of that country treated him with
the utmost consideration and courtesy. Seeing how
- ill he was, they demanded nothing from him except
that he would remain in their country and get better.
-They came to him for spiritual comfort and he was
very happy with them. '

The same thing occurred over again in Italy, after
his return to Europe. He appeared only once in
public, at Milan; and after that he was obliged to be
in bed for many days. The doctors at last consented
that he should go back to the warmer and sunnier
climate of his own motherland for a short time. A
sea voyage is to him the greatest restorative of all,
and he is a splendid sailor. But the doctors urged
very strongly indeed, that he should not spend the
“hot weather this year in a tropical climatq, A home
is waiting for him near Bellagio, on lake Comeo, in
northern Italy, and our earnest prayers and hopes
are, that with perfect repose, in one of the most
restful places in the world, he may regain his
physical strength and give the world once more
some new poems of matchless beauty.

. WORDS OF THE WISE

When a man gives you a piece of his mind, give
him in return only a piece of your heart.

There is a way that seemieth rifht unto g mian, bat
ths erid thereof are the ways of leath -

gﬁig‘glgf.i%(the days of the fast at Delhi and the 4
ne hymn that I have still in my own recollection,

cashonable!
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INDIA IN IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT

The Farl of Birkenhead, Secretary for India,
moved the second reading of the Govérnment of
Thdia (Civil Services) Bill, which he said would

hdve great consequences in India. The provisions
of the Bill were limited in scope, but they were
essential if the Government were t3 carry out the
decision ah'eady snunounced to accept and put into
force the main recommeridations of the Royal Com-
mission on the Superior (hvil Services in India, pre-
sided over by Lord Lee of Fareham. The recom-
mendationis aimed on the one hand at remioving
certain anxieties, financial and o6therwise, from the
services\and, on the othet hand, satisfying Indian
opinion that the principles 11116[&31-1ymér thé’ Reform
Scheme would be observed in the Servwés The re-
commendations were & deliberate compromise be-
tween the Indian point of view and Service opihion.
No useful purpose was gained by 1gnoring the fact
that there were two points of' view -amid which
thosé who were responsible for the Government of
India, whether in India of in ‘this ecountry, must
steer a prudent middle course. The recommetida-
tions which benefitted the Services were the grant-
ing of small 1ncreases in overseas pay ahd issuing
overseas pay in sterlihg at 29. 4 rupee ds a protection
against the fluctiating rate of exchange. That
meant an addition of about £135 4 year to the pay
of an officer in the middle years of his service. In
the second place, there was an increase effected 1n
the pengions of members of the uncovenanted Ser-
vices from 5,000 rupees (:£437 10s.) to 6,000 rupees
(£525) for 95 yeary’ servide, and from 6 Q00 rupees
to 7,000 rdpees for 30 yedrs’ sérvite. There was a
grant to all officers of non-Asiatic domlmle in the
cotirde of their service of four refurn first-class
passages and otie sihgle padsage for each ¢hild. The

total cost of the relief under the various heads_

would be one crore of rupees, or £750,000 & year.

The accelerated. Indianisation of the Services was

acceptbd as a prinaple with & view to producing, in
the cage of Inthan Oivil Service recruits, & chdre one-
half European and one-half Indikn. In 1924 In-
dians {d the Indian Oivil 8ervice tonstituted 17 per
cent. of the total number of officers. Ih the police
the percentace was 1. Although time alone couild
show, an increase of Indians in 15 yeard in the Civil
Sebvice and'in 25 yedrs in the police to 50 per cent.,
should not brove too rapid progress. The possbility
of maintaining that bdlance and relying on -t to
provide a cvorhpeterit ahd reliablé civil gd ministra-
tion in Inta must depend on the contribution by
Great Britaih of the very bbst of the young men
produced by her schools and universities. His
greatest andiety at the present rnofment, looking at
the matter in cool perspective, was not movements
and tendeneles in India; grave and menacing as

some.of then. had been, but the fact that the finest

Civil Service in the world .had shown, sinee 1014,
many: signs of lack of populatity, We should never
have kept our.position m Indja had 15 net_beeny for

the devotion, abihty, and charadiéiios the Civil $el‘* R
He could not explain why the attraction Of -

vice.
the Indian Civil Service had lsssened recently. Ih
his day at Oxford the very ﬂmver of young men
presented thgmselves for examination forit, Since
1914 there had been a distitict and grave decliné in
the number of candidates. The number of these
offering thembelves for examination was not sdffi-
cient. Unless things improved our problem would
not be whether there should be 50 per eent: of
suitable Indians in the Service; but whether we
could ensure there Leing. 50 per cent. of smitable
candidates in England.. - He ough{a not to pass from
the metion fqr {+he gecond.reachng of the Bill with-
out expressing his deep gense and fhe mense of the
Government of the devoted Jabours of the memberd
of the Commissions 'There were some elements in

| Bagsh father of Mr. Mahoined C.

their report in regard to which he and other mem-
bers of the Government felt some doubt, but they
formed the conclusion that the wiser coutse was
to accept the report as 4 whole and reconimend it
t6 Parliament as a whole in the belief ahd expecta-
tion that when the perspective was examined {¢
would be found that those who were uppoinfed to
undertake a task of great delicacy and difficalty hal
discharged it adequately, competently, and sy,m-
pathetically.

Lora Olivier, in supportihg the second reading of
the Bill, said he was very glad fo see the action
which the Secretary of State had taken in indacing
Lord Mestoh and others to #o to the Universities
and speak as he knew they had &poken with preat
effect and public Spirit in order to endeavour to in-
duce the yonng tmen to resunie the fivonr with
which they used to look onn the Indian Citvil Ser-
vice, There was ih India a belief that the Indfan
Civil Service was not such a good gtidraiiteed Job as
1t used to b, that there were not such good pros-
pects of retiring at any early 4g¢ oh a good pension,
but, as every one who had served in India ktiew,

.¢here was an abundant and Hddirable field fob

conimoh human public service and public spirit.

Viscount Chelmsfortl said that since Novetgber
he had been residing at Oxford and had had some
opportunity of hearing what was going on, of
~taking some part in Lord Birkenhead's erusada
amongst the young men of the Universities, and of
learning of the diffictulties that felt by the tunder-
gradudtes with regard to entrance into the Indiat
Civil Service at the present moment. From what
he hid heard he did not think it was the mmonetary
gide that was wobrying the undetgraddate af the
present moment, He would be quite wllling to go
out at a small recompeuse therely from the spirit of
adventures but he fell there wdd a cettain insecirity
of tenure if he went out. It was no comfort to
those young men to Know that the insecurlty fhey
feared was common to athér Services. Personally,
he (Lord Chelmsford) thought thaf, so long as I3pl-
tish forces were employed in India to ptotect their
country from external foes and to maintain internal
security, it would be necessary to have a Ieltish
complernent ih the Civil Service.

The Bill was read :} second time,

News in Bnef

We regret to announce tha sid deaih of Mr, 0. A.
Bassa of Messrs.
Based’® Ltd, Durban, at Rander, Tndia. We tender our
dympathy with theit relatlves.

Renter Vienna messdge statss that the ex-
Archiduke Leopold who is employed asa clnetha
messenger states that he earns 59/- per month,

_Thus fact came to light when Y.eopold was fined
3s. for running over a pedestrian with a motor
dycle.
A R

‘ Leopold appealed, attending thé Court
chduffeur’s uniform. He pleaded povert
he was unable to pay the fine bacanse he{l
dnd two children to support.

The Court acquitted himh of the charge.

—_

A Reuter’s message from Madras states :—

Reports are pouring in describihg the havoe
wrought by the storm on the east coast. From
these 1t wounld appear that much damage has been
done to the railway, telegraph wires have been
broken down, toofs of houset bldwn off, and ship-
Emﬂ endangered. Asaresult of the Lfolhxﬂse of a

uilding at Ellore, in whick 2 pdmber of people had
taken shelter, 13 people were killed and 1§ seridunly
injured, Ilutdrods of cattls haté been drowned,
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