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DEPUTATION TO THE VICEROY

-. - .. ON THE INDIAN QUESTION

presented to the Viceroy by the Indian
deputation that recently waited on His Excel-
lency in connection with the Indian question in
South Africa and the reply given to the deputation
by. the Viceroy -— ’
Many depntations have waited from time to txme
npon your Excellency and your predecessors in
office in order to convey to the Government of India
and throngh it to his Majesty’s Government the
intense feeling aroused in the minds of the people
of India at the treatment accorded to Indians in
South Africa by the Government of the Union. We
remember with satisfaction the sympathetic res-
ponse of the Viceroy of the day and of your Excel-
lency to the representations made on those ‘occasions,
and in particular we recall with thankfulness and
pride how in 1913, when the sitnation in South
Africa had reached a dangerous crisis and public
sentimnent had.been outraged by the bitter persecu-
tion of Indians in the Union, your predecessor Lord
Hardinge placed himself at the head of the people
of India and voiced their alarm and indignation in
terms that extorted universal appreciation.

To-(lav a crisis of another kind has been reached.
It is true that the circumstances of the Passive
Resistance strunggle in Natal for just and equitahle
treatment are not actually being reproduced in
South Africa. Nevertheless a veiled warfare i3 un-
doubtedly being carried on against the resident In-
dian population and steps are being taken and poli-
cies framed having for their object, if possible, the
expulsion and certainly the ruin and degradation of
the nnhappy Indian residents there, now wirtually
leaderless owing to the departure, death or misfor-
tune of those upon whom they have hitherto rehed
for counsel, guidance and example.

SETTLEMENT OF 1014 ‘

When the Settlement of 1914 was reached between
the Indian community and the Government of the
Union, it was generally felt in this country that In-
diana there had secured no more than their mini-

“mpup claim and for that they had tg make enormous
ﬂacr;ﬁces—-\\ ith the gympathy, suppart and practical
fssigtance gf the peaple qof l'nq\q,-m)d they had
gane i the utmost limit of honourable concessions
hy ognsenting wnres evvadly to the claswet restriction
of Indian Immigeation inta the Unlon in arder ta
allay the fonp and hostllity of thelr follow.wlite
volonista, 'The settleinelit was based upon publle
recognition by the Union Qovernment of the sandt

"ty of the vested rights of the Indian residents,
whether individually or as a community, and Mr.
“Gandhi clearly intimated to the Government that
though his countrymen had accepted the terms ot
t e sbttlembnt a3 Fepards mudtteis thed actually in

ilisbute Between the partie, they, nevertheless, re-

eived the right and inteudﬂd {n due course to claim
_ihe restoration ot the v?‘ lous {pzidentds and priels
“legen bf clylaanah nt avblich they hud Yeen derriv;}l

byet @ IbhE ?ql‘ at bu pFady by mmgg m;qm A B
pdsuintideutive mwm Wbl Tkl wres fur

fpuieg|vEY the EOmRINES Miptdy o :-.{»szl iﬂ!’!‘*ﬂﬁ

1]‘ HE following is the full text of the statement

thronghont the Union.

With the outbreak of the War the anti-Indian
campaign of an important and influential section of
the white population remained i abeyance. But
scarcely had the Armistice been signed when 1t
burst torth again with increased violence, and in
1919 1n spite of the definite undertaking ot the
Union Government five years earlier to respect In-
dian vested rights and 1nterests, the Union Parha-
ment passed legslation depriving the Tiransvaal
Indwans of even the legal right indirectly to acquire
and own immovable property which with the
knowledge and encouragement orviginally of the
old South African Government they had exercised
freely for over thirty ycars.

THE ASIATIC COMMISSION

; .
Encouraged by this stmking success the anti-
Indian propagandists began to extend their operation
to Natal. The Union Government thereupon set up
a Commission presided over by Mr. Justice Lange
to examine the whole Indian position 1 the Union.
It was at this stage that your Excellency’s predeces-
sor, Lord Chelmsford who had persistently advo-
cated the Indian cause in South Atrica, songht and
obtained from the Union Government an invitation
for a representative of the Government of India to
proceed to South Atrica to assist the Commission by
representing the Indian case to confer with the
Cabinet of General Smats. -8ir Benjamin Robert-
son’s able presentation of India’s case and s
penetrating cniticism of the evidence led by the
anti-Indian party resulted mna tinding of tacts by
the Commissioners substantially adopting the Indian
point of view und discrediting on grounds of vague-
ness, inaccuracy or exaggeration, the main hostile
allegation. -
HOSTILE LEGISLATION

It wus hoped as a resunlt of this effort that the
Union Government would take steps to correct
popular misconceptions and correspondingly to im-
prove - the Indian status. But the insecurity of
General Smuts’ Government rendered it pecularly
susceptible to pressure from the anti-Indian party
in the Assembly with the result that the Natal
Pravincial Council was enconraged to enact certain
Qrdinances prohibiting Indians m the Duarban muni-
cipal land, depriving Natal Induana of the right ta
exoralae the municipal franchise and aeverely pek-
tricting thoir already precariond tiading rixhta, n
Bpite of Indian protests the st Ordinance Gpon tha
advige of his Ministers was assented by the Governs
or-(Qeneral, thus for the first time introducing in
Natal the practice of racial segregation. The other
Ordinances were disallowed or assent withheld.
Several attempts have since been made to secuie the
dacceplance of these or similar Ordinances by the
Union Government and the news has recently
reached India that in =pite of repeated protests the
Gavernor-General had bow warnted to the Qrdinance
deps fvlig Indisng e Natal uf the n‘zmhx!:m! Fraile
xidis thet they had fweiidmnd b Lhefk bprtteye nl Lirg
,:'tuum.s. Sy ua. $owed bree Mkpiabad, hu
M'!er!gvggpﬁ:‘gd 4 Had gebiiply dzeured 4 %Uvm
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by the Natal Government when in 1896 the Indians
were deprived of the parhiamentary franchise.

GENERAL SMUTS DECLARATION

v At the 1917 Imperal War Conference when the
question of the disabilities of the Government of
India came up General Smuts, spealing on behalf of
the Union Government, expresgly held ounl the hope
that with the removal, by the enactment of the
Union Immagration Acts, of the fear of an Indian
invasion of South Africa the grievanees of the tesi-
dent Tndians should be gradually remedied. And
at the 1918 War Conference, Mr. Burton, the South
African spokesman, paid a warm tribute to the' law
abiding character of the Indian population and ad-
witted that it was entitled to humane and just treat-
ment, The South African delegation accepted the
resolution passed unammously by- the Conference
recommending to the various dominion Goverh-
ments concerned the investigation of Indian dis-
abilities with a view to thewr removal.

The Lange Commissionin 1920 reported that the
allegations of unlawful Indian 1mnugration on a
large scale were not substantiated and this finding
wag supported by the Union census figares m 1921
which showed not only that the Indian population

two-thirds of which was born 1n Sounth Africa, was

virtually stationery but that the white population 1
the Union had enormously increased. In Natal
where the complaints of unfair competation were
the loudest, though the Indian population had n-
creased by the small amount of 5 .per cent., the
European population had increased by 40 per cent.

In 1921 the Imperial Confarence-adopted a reso-
lation recommendmng to the various dominion Gov-
ernments, in view of the change in the constitutional
status of India under the Relorms, the desirabality
of conferring citizenship rights upon domiciled In-
dians. South-Afiaca alone dissented. At the 1923
Conference, though the Union repiesentative sought
1o procure the reversal of the 1921 resolution, it was
reaffirmed, Sowth Africa agamm dissenting. When
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, speaking on behalf of the
Government of India, recalled General Smuts’ de-
claration at the 1917 Conference and pointed out
that not only had nothing been done to remedy the
Indian disabilities but that these had been steadily
added to m contravention of both the letter and the
spirit of the 1914 seftlement, the South African
statesman fell back upon the argument that the
avowed policy of the South African KEuropeans
throughout the greater part of the Union, was one
of racial discrimination and differcntiation to the
exclusion of the principle of equality of cifazenship.

RACIAL SEGREGATION

Almost immediately after his return to South
Africa in 1920 and with the consciousness ot a pre-
carious parliamentary majority, General Smuts in-
troduced into the Union Assembly the Class Areas
Bill providing for the commercial and resulential
segregation of Indwans 1n. mnnicipal areas through-
out the Union. Owing to the fact that the Cape
Indians exercise the parhamentary franchise they
were able to'secure the support of Cape members of
the Assembly for their demand to be excluded from
the operation of the Bill and an undertaking was
subsequently given by the Government that they
should be so excluded -With the general election
that occurred in South Africa carly last year, which
resulted 1n the defeat of General Smuts and the ad-
vent to office of a Nationalist Labour ‘Government
.under General Hertzog, the Bill lapsed. When the
new South African Parliument met the Prime Min-
1ster stated that it was not proposed to proceed with
the Class Areas Bill, but the Government was com-
m¥Xed to the principle of segregation in urban areas
and }ie Cabinet had under consideration a measure
to dive effdct to this policy. The Minister of the
Interior has singe intimated that it is intended to

proceed with this measure at an early date. In
view of the past attitude of the Nationalist and
Labour parties in Sonth Africa the resident Indian
community is extremely alarmed at tlus prospect
and its anxiety is shared by the people of this
country, .
MR. THOMAS SUGGESTION

Recent statements by South African press cotres-
pondents indicate the probability of the holding ot
a non-party conference with the object nf agreement
upont a national, rather than a party, anti-Indian
policy. During his recent visit to the Union, Mr.
J. H. Thomas, then his Majesty’s Secretary of State
for the Colonies, delivered a speech at Pietermarita-
burg at which he expressed the hope that the Indian
guestion wonld be considered not merely in its
local but especially in its Imperial aspects and that
if, as he felt was deswable, a non-party conference
was set up, the Imperial and Indian Governments
should be represented thereat so that the Indian
posrtion could be re-exaumuned in a spirit of tolerance
that might result in the finding of a solution.

Whilst recognising the economuc difficulties of the
sitnation, we feel that the position of the South
African Indian population since the passage of the
threatened legislation has become so desperate and
the present sitnation is fraught with such perl to
Imperial relationships and i particalar to those
between South Africa and India, that we have no
hesitation 1n urging upon your Excellency’s Gov-
ernment the immediate need of securing the Union
Governmént’s assent to the suggestion of Mr. Thomus
which we trust will be endorsed by the piescent
Government in Whitehall.,

In these cirenmstanceg and with the danger of
irreparable disaster so imminent, we citizens of the
Indian Empire feel it our duty both to the pcople
and the Government of this country to approach
your ¥xcellency with an earnest request for an
assurance that your Government, mindful of the
gravity of the problem and of the intensity of In-
dian feeling thereon, is making every effort to
secure from the Union Government an undeitaking
that no further steps will be taken relating to Indian
interests until the whole Indian position, has been
thoroughly re-examined in a mnon-party spirii of
tolerance by a conference of the above mentioned
character 1n the presence and with the collaboration
of such representatives of the Imperial and Indian
Governments as will by their knowledge and ability
possess the full confidence of the Indian people.

PRINCES’ SUPPORTS

We have been authorised by his Highness the
Maharaja ot Bikaner, who much to his regret is
unable to be present to lead us owing to a rehigmous
ceremony in which his Highness’s presence 1s in-
dispensable, to recall in this connection the message

- which he as the Chancellor of the Chamber of

Princes communicated to the Imperial Confeience
of 1923 through his Highness the Maharaja of Al-
war. The message expressed the earnest hope of
the princes that the united efforts of all concerned
at the Conference would yield some satisfactory
results and secure to Indians, including the sabjects
of the Indian states, an honoured position in all
parts of the Empire in keeping with Indian’s right-
tul place in the British Commonwealth and 1 con-
formity with the assiduous and constant efforts of
your Excellency and your Government. His High-
ness wishes us to add that the Princes are in agree-
ment with the object of this deputation.

We beg to thank your Excellency for the patient
hearing that has been given us and we pray that
your Excellency’s efforts will bring about the much
needed rehief to the Indians in South Africa and
will tend to remove that bitterness between the
component parts of the Empire which the differen-
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t'a! trcatmant of one clags ¢ pin 2 je y's enbject
in the dominions has unfortunz tely gerera‘el. -
The deputation consisted of the {ollowing :—
ar Dinghaw Petit, Bart., the hen. Raja $hr Har-
nam Singh, the hon. Sahib.ada Afteh Ahmed Khan

y he hon, Sir Arthar Froom, Kt., Nawab Sir Sahib-

zada Abdul Qaiyum, Sir I, 8. Sivaswami Iyer, Sir
Campbell Thodes, Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdae,
Sir Hormusjee Adenwala, Sir Hari Sing Gour,
Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, Mr. Bepin Chan-
dra Pal, Mr. M. A, Jinnah, Colonel J. D. Crawfoid,
the hon. Mr. Lallubhai Samaldas, the hon. Mr.
Pheroze C, Sethna, the hon. Mr, G. A. Natesan. Mr.
K. C. Roy, Mr, W. S, J. Wilson, Baba Ujagar Shgh
Bedi, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. R. K. Shunmukhan
Chetty, Mr. Husscinbhai Abdullabhai T.aljee, and
Dr. 8. K. Datta.
VICEROY'S REPLY

The following is II. E. the Viceroy's reply to th»
Deputation :-— ’,

Gentlemen, I am glad to have the opportunity of
welcoming you here this evening. You are mem-
bers of a deputation which is, to an unusual and
remarkal le_ degree, representative and influential,
The composition of the deputation indeed shows
how deeply stirred are the feelings of the whole
country in regard to the conditions of Indians in
South Africa. Althongh no Ruling Prince is
actnally with you to-day yet I observe that you
have received messages of sympathy from His High-
ness the Maharaja of Bikaner the Chancellor of the
Chamber of Princes and His Highness desues 1t to
be known that the princes are in agreement with
the object of this deputation. I welcome also the
presence of the distinguished representatives of the
non official communities and it is especially note-
worthy that Indians and Europcans are associated
together in this deputation apd with the sume pur-
pose in view., The question before us is of the
tvmost importance to the future of the Empire and
it is well that the British in India should show in
this unmistakable way that they identify them-
selves with those questions which affect seriously
the interest and the position of India in the\Em-
pire.

In your address you have given a concise histori-
cal survey of this complicated problem and it must
be admitted that that survey leaves on the mind an
impression of deep disappointment. On the con-
clusion of the 1914 settlement, as it is termed in
your address, it appeared that the causes of future
friction between the Government of South Africa
and the Indians resident within its borders had
been moved. At the conclusion of the negotia-
tions of 1914, a lelter was written on behelf of
General Smuts to Mr. Gandhi, in wwhiclh the tollow-
ing passage occurs with regard to the administration
of the existing law: “The Minister desires me to
say that it is always, has been and will continue to
be the desire of the Government to see that they
are aslministered in a just manner with due regard
to vested rights. In conclusion General Smuts
desires me to say that it is of course understood
and ha.wishes no doubts on the subjects to remain,
that the placing of an Indians Relief Bill on the
Alatute Book of the Union, coupled with the ful-
filment of assurances he has given in this letter, in
regard to ihe other matters referred to hercin aml
touched upon at recent interviews, will constitute
a complete and final so.ttlement of the controversy
which is unfortunately existed for so long and will
be unreservedly accepted as- such by the Indian
community.”

PRESENT POsITION

This letter indicated, at any rate in the mind of
General Smuts, a feeling of hopefulness for the
future and it does not seem unreasonable to infer
that ot that time the Union Government did not

. the assurance.

contemplate the nceessity of imposing any fiesh
restricticns on Indians already :n the country, as J
understeril 1t was m this sznse that the agree-
ment wos interpaeed n India and the fpeeches
made by the representatives of South Africa at the
Imperial Conierence’ n 1918 and 1919, tend to
support this interpretation.  General Smats, ¢peak-
ing at the Imwperial Conference of 191;., sud
“Thete izstill 2 difierence of opinion on aduuuis-
trative matters of deteil, sowe of which are referred
to in the memorandwm v hich is betore us, but I
feel sure, and I alwavs felt suve, that once the
White community in South \frica were 11d of the
fear that they were going to be Hooded by un-
limited immigration from India, all other questions
would be eonsidered subsidiars and wonld hecome
easily and perfectly soluble. That 18, the position
in which we are  Now that the tear which {formerly
obsessed settlers there has been removed, the great
principle of restricted imnugration for which they
have contended s on our Statute Book with the

" consent of the Indian population 1 South Africa

and the authorities m India and, that being so, I
think that the door is open now tor a peacefnl and
statesmanhike solution ot all the minor adminms-
trative troubles which occarred and will oceur hom
time to time.”

It 18 not difficalt therefore to understand ihe
feeling of disappointment that has _invaded the
country when several restrictive enactments you have
detaled have successively been brought into effect
in the last fow years culminating into the Natal
Boroughs Ordinance.

NATAL BOROUGHS ORDINANCE

- The immediate occasion of this deputation 1s the
passing into law of the Natal Boroughs Ordinance
which has received the assent ot the Governor-Gen-
eral of the Union of South Africa on the advice
of the Union Government. This Ordinance, whilst
safeguarding the rghts of those Indians who are
alrcady on the electoral roll of the Borough
Natal, will prevent any further enrolment of In-
dians as Burgesses. The next generation of Indians
born in South Africa will not possess the munici-
pal vote. )

It is stated in your address that * the municipal
franchise was solemnly assured ” to Indians by the
Natal Government when in 1895 Indians were
deprived of the parliamentary franchise but you
have not indicated the exact source of the nature of
My Government are making the
necessary enquiries to verify the position and mean-
while I should be glad to be supplied by you with
any further intormation yon may possess upon this
sabject. It is not necessfry for your case, for apart
from any question of assurance or-promise and apart
even from any question of sertiment, it cannot be
disputed that it will be a serious deprivation to the
Indian community to be excluded fromm any part
or lot in the almnistrsion of the municipal affairs
that touch their every-day lives. Moreover, the
Ordinance can hardly fail to affect injuniously thes
economc life of many ot the Indians. The munici-
palities administer the lcensing Iaws and I
understand that a considerable number of the In-
dian commuaity are small traders trading under
municipal licences and it hecouies necessary to en-
large on their possible disulvantages when deprived
of the inlluence on the surface of those who
administer the licensing laws.

For a time there secrued to be some lope that
this new policy of imposing fresh restiictions on
Indians in Natal would be cheeked by the Union
Government, but the passing into law of the Natal
Boroughs Osdinance appears to indicate that the
provinees will be to a large extent lett to deal with
the Indian problem as inay seemn best to them.
This is a position that Indiaus must bhe regardg
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with increasing misgiving at this moment when the
action now taken in Natal tollowing that proposed
in-Natal or elsewhere, suggests that the position of
Indians in South Afrww has reached the crisis, 1
should be unrespongive, mdeed, if I dul not fallvy

and is well expressed by this ‘remarkdble duputa.
tioy exemplifying in a striking manner the
co-operation of Indians and Europeans of varying
shades of opmnion and varying nterests, Fum in
theuaith ot the tature of India \nthm the Empire,
I any deeply toncerned at the furn of events and at
the possible reactions on imperial relationship:, 1
need not say that my§ Government s entirely with
me in the desire to obtain more favourable consider-
ation from the Union Government for the interests
of }ndmns resident m Sowmh Africa. Frém my own
personal knowledge I can assure you that Nir Nar as-
imha Sarma, when m charge of the department,
laboured devotedIy to represent and uphold the
Indign canse and I am copvinced that Sir Mahomed
Habibullah-will not be behind him 1n the earnest-
ness of hi§ endeavours to the same end. As a
Goyegrnment- we have consistently and persistently
strivén to the utmost of our capacihies for this
purpose, /
THORNS IN THE PATH

But I must not conceal from you that the difficul-
ties which confront us are great. Your object as
practical men 15 to find a practical method ol
achiéving some resnlt of removing the danger to
the whole position’ of Iddians 1n South Afiica.
Feelings are deeply stirred, but i1t 1s not sufficient
to relieve them by resolutions or speeches. We
seek, you seek, all seek a practical solution, I ihere-

made by you at the end of your address. You
propose that my Government should make every
effort to secure from the Union-Government-an-
undéptaking that no further steps will be taken
relating to Jndian interests natl the whole Indian
position has been thoroughly re-examined m a
non-party spirit of tolerance by a conference in the
presence and with the collaboration of represent-
atives of the Imperial and Indmn Governments
who wall, by their knowledge and abihty, possess
the full confidence of the Indian people. I am not
smpnsed,) m the'prr qumistances mentioned by yon
1 your address;that you should concentrate upon
this proposaxl You will apprecmte that 1 cannot
diseuss 1t in 1ts full bearings in a public state-
ment to you The suggestion 1s worthy of the
fullest consideration and, I assure you, has already
received: it I may tell you at once that my Govern-
ment* has been and is 1n consultation with His
Majesty\s Govemment upon this very subject and
has been snd is domg’ its utmost to seek a solution
of the pnthems« before us Ly the means suggested
by you, o any other)whigh rhiay be preseateq.«that ig .
lrlkeily ‘to yield froitful results, - !

BY6 I g4ould nab be candid with yqu if T tried to
belimﬁ” the dlfﬁaultieﬁ in the way of thillmqg
REEORE b fnek g f aan ference:  Yuu arg weil awurg
of thetn We ‘musl du our ubmost toovercohie -
thewd,., Negotiutiona iy thest matters must nedes-
parily \n\ba e delicate chavacter. National
BUSE hbth,es m‘eﬁa@ﬂy arQused not only in India,
but & sewherew ,he pahh we shall have {o dread: is-+
difficult.  South Africa has ahe@dy ,tun responsxble
Self-Government as a Dominion within-the Em:psre
andiyou are apprised of the.strength of the feeling .|
and of tha agitatlon in Bouth Africa upon these
queeriond; | Hadh, dovgmmert has;its o¥n problemss
A ubaﬂ‘asqménw hacl Egvgrnmient penli iy
st of 1 vmb i*wmw g poeptss T4 ﬂ’ﬂ
wi l¥H rm&‘mmhzﬂv vﬁgv‘s mgm@(@:}‘ Ly baie 1 mx?

i sty - w;suwm ‘ im hapup yn e wdify F

pin il smg?lmi’ N’hpyg “w'} ; iéﬁtjﬁ?#)ﬁ?dg uif,f“ chwnni»p,

e . 7

tion and threats can only produce injurions
consequences and embarrass us with the Union
Government. Indeed the langnage of your address
bears testimony to your views and I take this
oppoitunity of paving my tribute to the restrained,
though none the less emphatic mannep in which
vou have stated your case to-day, In conclusion,
Gentlemen, let me assure you, if it is still necessarv,
that 1 and mv-Government are whole- heanedly
with yon in the desire to be of assistance to the
canse of the Indians in South Africa.

Notqs and News

N the Union House of Assembly on the 6th
instant the Aswatic Further Restriction (Trans-
vaal) Bill to be moved by Colonel Colhins (3 .\ P.

Ermelo) came up tor its second reading but before it
wagtaken Colonel Collins said he nnderstood it was
the intention of the Government to bring in compre-
hensive legislation dealing with this question. He
realised 1t was a thorny and vexatious one, and he
was very chary of doing anything which mught

‘embarrass the Government in dealing with this

question, and he felt that under these circumstances

his Bill might be prematnre, and lead to dupheation

of argument and a certain amount of waste of time,

He therefore~moved hhdt the secon,\d reading be dis-

charged. a-

!

The above Bill *to prohibit the issue of renewal
of trading or business licences, to Asatics within
certain areas of the Province of the Tranavaal,’ was
pubhshed in the Union fuzelte Eclragrdinary dated
Febl nary 23 and reads as follows . —

“Be 1t enacted by the King's Mmt Excellent
Majesty, the Senate and the II;)liu*;e of” A“embly of
the Union of South Africa as follows :—  { .. _

1. Nothbhstcmdmg anything to the! cnntmm
in any law contained, no licence to carry
_onany trade or business within six miles
S of any manicipality or Townslnp in the
Province of Transvaal, wherein a person
belonging to any of the native races of
Asia may not own fixed property, shull be
granted to any such person nor shall any
- such licence, if granted to'any such person

before the commencement of “thid Act, be
1enewed.

- (2) The expression ““a.person belmlgmf-{ to any
‘of the native races i’ Asia” shall be deemed
to include any company or other corporate
body in which one or more persons belong- |
ing to any of those 1aces have a cqntrollmg
intérest.

2. This Act may be cited for all gmpmes as the
Asmatics qu thewRestr)ctmn (T;‘ad‘.isi‘aal)‘ Act, 1933,

’*~——'r59

ths the [;ldum SL‘N d Rffcrmér —Lord Be‘ulmg i..
nat dya tq lejve Tn,’,\q il dpeil Roxt - ¥eqr, \evar
theloe, fon want of HIY Anare, DRyl mwmu
pechaps, newspapers. in Enghad sod <fonda dave 3
been speculating abvut his Lordaitljes suceessons B .
cept as a reminder to the present Vicéroy that the
ghades of evemm{ are-cldsing upon hi#-regime, the
discassion i of little practical use. The two candidates
for the wiceregal -mantle when it drops off "Lord
Reaﬁmt’% shou»l ters; who ate conﬂdér’ed to have thér{ﬁ
most charces, ark erl Lytton apd Sit George Lloy;tf
Both, 1n oftr view, a1e vasuitable by reason of,
fact that the ane is and the othér bis been Governot‘
ef ¢ Vravinage #td have fgmved pr!‘jddml‘* nnﬂ pre:
‘w‘éc?’“ﬂﬁﬁ W hialt it el F hien] Set pt¥ i Tndid
w{w REL VT TN H;h- Tridg. vy Py mumws ‘e
wlm %»{M@,,g. el trrwﬁ*i AT T A P PR oL
e M\» uha ng pied nge,il 4! é%i‘sur,‘m.\ ¥t gé,g,«.@r’*
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and the same objection holds in his case also. Bat
there would have been a longer interval in his case
between the Governorship and the Viceroyalty, and
on other grounds also’he would seem to be the most
guitable candidate of the three for the place when
it becomes vacant.  'Who knows but that next year
the British Government may hind that Lord Reading
shonld be given an extension for a year or so, to

enable his successor to make a start with a new_

Assembly?

At a special meeting of the Dombay Municipal
Corporation the gnestion of the extension of free
and compulsory education to Murl :n girls was dis-
cassed and the meeting is reported to have come
o the decision that one year after the introduction
of compuldory education in any ward of the muni-
cipahty, compulsion should also be cxtended to all
Muslire givls up~to tem years of age.:

Addiessing the students of the Samaldas College
Mahatma Gandhi charaecteriszd stndent life as San-
yasi’s hife and adviged them to cullivate the habits
of plain living and high thinking. Mahatmajee
alwo spoke on the usefulness of Charka for the
solution of Indian poverty.

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEES ORDINANCE
AND INDIANS

HE Indian communityeis protesting against the

T Public Health Commitiees Ordinance 1923
which was passed by the Natal Provincial
Council and-assented to by the Governor-General-in-
Counail notwithstanding the strong objection raised
b); Indians. The object of this Ordinance is to
place in the hands of committees composed of a
section of the people power to decule for themselves
the method they desired to carry out the public
.health dutigs of the areas ontside Boroughs or Town-
;.,El"p“ The oulmary Pubhc Health Act enables the
appointment of Sanitary Inspectors to look after
these areas but the Council has thought it advisable
to band over this matter to the local residents of
these arens. Many poor Indians live in these
areas on small plots of ground. Anti-Asiatic feeling
ig high all over the country and the Indian has
never been able to live at peace in town nor outside
the town. Wherever the white man settles he wants
to make the place entirely white. While this 1s so
the Indian is naturally® alaimed when he sees that
the adininistration of the districtin which he lives
is placed in the hands of the white residents of that
district, he himself having no voice 1n it at all. This
ig the position under the Public ITealth Comamittees
Ordinance. The Committees under the Ordinance
are constituted of Parliamentary voters which in
effect exclude Indians and other non-Europeans
from voting for candidates for or being themselves
eligible on the Committees. The Natal Induan Con-
gress had raised a pratest on, this ground against the
passing of the Ordinance pointing out at the same
time that they had nothing against the objects of the
Ordinance in so far as they concerned the looking after
of the public health and samtation. This was, how-
ever to no avail and the Ordinance was passed and
promulgated. Indiaws in the different dlistricts
concerned have wow formed into diferent Com-
mitteds and the Commnuttees have comnbined together
and have decided to test the.legality of the Ordi-

-getting auy collective action taken

nance pending svhich they are refusing to pay taxes
imposed on them in terms of the Ordinance. So long
a8 they do not infringe the ordinary rales of health
and sanitation they are uite justified in taking the
step they have taken. We only hope that they
will carry on their work peacefnllv and unitedls,
and thus they will be able to foru the Lsis of a vet
larger struggle the Natal Indians will have to con-
sider the advisability of entering into soon if they
wish to remain in this conntry with the glig htest
degree cf relf-respect, The tune to fight agiinst the
hnmiliations already imposed on us 18 more than 1ipe
and if faither legislation 1+ Introduced into Parlia-
ment which as the Minister of the Interior has re-
cently intimated 18 undcr preparation, it will be the
height of insult no! only to us in South Africa bhut
to the whole of India and it wall he for-the Fudians
in South Africa to conzider serously whellier they
have in them the maunliness or not tn uplmlxl the
dignity and honour of their Mothsr-conutry,

H. H. MAHARAJA OF BIKANIR'S MESSAGE

The following is a copy of the telegram fiom His
Highness the Maharajalr of Bikaner to S Dinshaw
Petit Bart, President of the Deputatior wlich ro-
cently waited upon His Excellen~y the Viceroy at
Delhi with regard to the Indran situation 1m Sonth
Africa ;—

“Please refer to vour letter dated Jan. 9, request-
ing me as Chancellor of the Chamber of Pirinces to
join a8 well as to invite somne other 1epresentatives
amongst the Princes to jomn the deputation wineh is
to wait upon His Exeellency the Viceroy next week
on the South African question,  As tor inyself, per-
sonally, I very inuch regict that apart trom othel
important engagements, certain 1ehigtons ceremonies
which cannot be postponed keep me tied down to
Bikaver from Sunday Jan. 23, to Mondav, Feb, 2,
the dates of which were tixed several months ago,
but need hardly assare vou of my deep 1nterest and
sympathy in the matter in regard to whiclh hesides
other occasions in common with my Biitish Indan
Colleague, Lord Sinha, was egpecially privileged to
assist at the Imperial War Cabinet and Counference
in 1917, ‘

“In view of the fact intimated by vou in vour
telegram dated Jan. 15, in replv to onr telegraplne
enquiry of the same date that the deputation wiil be
received on Weduesday Jan. 23 the shortness of
time in -any {ase makes 1t imp)-sible for me to
approach the Princes in the sabject with a view to
Yon can, how-
ever, confidently rely upon the geueral sympathy of
the Princes as a body n 1egard to the question of
Indians overseas which is one of all-India im-
portance and affects their fellow-conntrymen in
British India as well as their own subjects. The
sympathy and ®upport has already been publicly ex-
pressed as is clear from the message which in close
co-operation with the Maharajah of Alwar and
in consulfation with mv brother Princes, - I as
Chancetlor of the Chamber of Drinces was
privileged to telegraph and authorise Is, Highness
of Alwar us the representative of the [’rinces of
India, to dehiver to His Majesty’'s Government and
the Biitish nation ang to the Britisb Dominons and
Colonies and their representatives at the Imperial
Conference of 1923, in the course of which the
Princes’ eavnest hope wan specially expressed that
the united efforts ot all concerned at the Conference
would yield s0 1 ¢ satisfactory results and secnre to
Indians, inclading the subjects of Indian States an
honoured position 1n .all parts of the Empire in

,
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keeping with Indw’s rightfal place in the British
Commonwealth and 1}1 conformity _with the assi-
duous and constant efforts of His Excellency the
Viceroy and the' Government of India. This mes-
sage was published 1 all the leading Indian news-
ppers to vards the end of Oclober, 1923, throngh a
commnnique 1wsted by the Chancellor’s Office and
which of conrse had 'speciol reference to South
Africa and Kenya, and you are at liberty to refer
to these facts in your address as also therefore, to
add that the Prinees are i agreoment with the
object of your deputation and to publish tlus

telegram.”

INDIAN QUESTION IN THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS

LABOUR $UGGESTS RECIPROCITY

London, vawh 9.—In the House of Commons
this aftevhoon, Mr. Lansbury (Labour. Bow and
Bromley) asked which of the Brtish Domimons
and Colomes prolnbxted or restricted the entry of
Indians, and whether India restricted the entry and
domicile of Britishers

Mr.
particulars. whereupon Col. Wedgwood (Labour,
Newcastle-under-Lyme) asked whether Kenya was
the enly Crown Colony that restricted the momi-
gration of British Indians?

Mr. Amery replied that Kenya did not immpose
restrictions.

Mr Lansbury asked if Indians were refused the
right of domicile in South Africa, Canada, and
Australia. He proceeded to contend the Indians
should have an equal right with the Dominions to
exclude whites, when the Speaker intervened, say-
ing that it was impossible to have a debate on the
subject.—Reuter,

INDIA AT WEMBLEY

APPRECIATION BY PrINCE OF WALES

The following correspondence has pissed between
the Prince of Wales and the High Commigsioner
of India regarding India’s display at Wembley
Park .—

From His Royal” Highness to the High Com-
missioner —

“As President of the British Empire Exhibition, 1
wish to congratulate India on the splendid manner
1n which there was presented at Wembley Park so
fine a picture of the great civilisation of the Indian
Empire. The Indian Pawvilion was one of the
archilectural attractions of the Exhibition With its
esontents 1t gave to visilors a vivid impression of the
achievements of the people of India, and brought
hack to me many happy memories of my wonder-
{ul tour two years ago. I trust that gieat pohtical
benefits will acerue to India from her pa t1c1patmn
in the British Empire Exhibifion. Certainly," {he

people of the home country have benefitied trom
tha- opportumty given to them of obtaiming a better
kn«owledge of India. Please convey to your Exhibi-
tion (lommlssanar and to all others who have taken
poart wisindia's display at Wembley Park my sin.
cere thmks for their wark,”

The High Commigaioner repliad ag tollowq !

ery mveé;nw groat pleu.suve ta neknowledge Yaur
Rayal H:g.h‘ﬂesss latter of congratulation en the
nidhuer {n Which: qu‘ha was represented “at tho
British Emapire, Lxhrb)tlcn. I am taking steps
immedigtely to’ 3 mumEz&tex to His Excellency {he
Governor-Generalsin Coufigl  the terms of ‘your"
Royal Highness’s Jetter. Y‘d?’m also comveying te
the Exhibftion Com‘tmssmner“ﬁ;)d,ho all others who
have taken part’'in India’s displa e very generous
appreciation of the rébulty of thei®Syork ex{f é;ied
by Your Royal nghn‘bss, which wiiF, a{hf
the* gteatest
et Y1t &ZMI

.

B A

Amery. Secretary for the Colomes, gave

possible &amsff)ctan antl ¥ *eﬂaoumyq\z '
{

BOROUGH OF DURBAN

MAHOMEDAN SECTION — GENERAL CEMETERY

All persons claiming ownership of grave lots in
the Mah‘omed:m Section of the General Cemetery
situated at Brook Street are requested to produce
their receipts or other evidence 1n suppuit of their
claims Lo the Chicef Sanitary Inspector, Old Court
House, Durban. On production of satisfactory
evidence of ownerstip, the owner's name will be
-registered in the bleck book which has been pre-
pared in conjunction with a plan of that pbrtion of
the Cemetery.

- A, O. JONES.
Town Clerk.

Town Clerk’s Office,
Durbun, 15th Janunary, 1925,
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