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HE Indian Mining Federation have made a
strony representation to the Government of
India on the subject of the recent purchase
of 60,000 tons of South Atrican coal for the Sukknr
Barrage requirements. The letter says that the action
of authorities 18 franght with important considerations
of public policy and not only constitutes an outrage
on the ‘Indian coal industiy, butan insult of the
Indian Legislature which passed the resolution
urging a counterveiling duty on South African coal?
and i8 a flagrant violation of the Government's
declared intention that nothing would be done
1to directly stunulate forcign coal gminming additional
ground in the Indian market  The letter concludes:
{"If despite a scrious depression 1n the Indian coal
industry, the Stores department would extlend 1ts
sustoms to South African coal the dignified mockery
‘of a coal export committee 1night-as well be avoided
and with it the prodigious waste of the tax-payer’s
money.” The Federation hoped that the Govern-
ment of India would still find it possible to rescind
the contract.

e

This is but an example of how absutd 1t is for

o o

India in her present position to pat iato practice |

the policy of reciprocity or, in other words, to reta-
hate against injustices done her. The only remedy
‘for her is to regzain her independence first, and the
greater the mjustice directed against her the greater
spuould Dhe' her anxiety and zeal to work for that
independence,

-—

we cull the following from the Umleleli Wa Banltu
dated 17th inglant —

There is a proposal to present o tarm in Zululand
to the Prince of Wales, This wonld cost about
£1,000 and 1t 18 thought by the promoters of the
scheme that the Zula people wounld contiibute to the
fund. We don’t think so. It is suggested that the
Prince’s ownership of ground in Zululand would
induee a number of desirable people to settle in the
neighbourbood, and we cannot beheve that the
Zulus would willingly subscribe to any proposal
to tilch more land fgom them.
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The tollowing paragraph is extracted from the
eleventh statement sanbmitted by the Transvaal
Chamber of Mines to the Mining Regulations com-
mission .—The Chamber’s view is that the only
effective industrial colonr bar which is of any real
valu(gw Kurepeans in this eountry is the one which
arises’ naturally out of the dlﬂ'en-nu@-a%'}'hg res-
pecti?% abilitied of the two races yne “can he
suppdrted by the pnbhe sentimgnt of hoth > ades,
To s up in Industrys artificial resttictions in'the,
face :Qf economic laws for a nuamber of really

edandant men to shelter behiad can only “tend g0

ndertthne therr nataral advantages, and react VHE
ately mot only to U vir own deliiment, but alkio

y that of the eonntry ' génerally  which depends so

wrgely on the prospenty ot the Munmg ludustry.
1 T e

* Ap offer of 200 mworgen of land near the West-
”)j,n Native Township has been made to the

Johannesburg Municipality at cost of £24,000 for
the creation of a township for Coloured people
and Asatics,
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At the end of 1923, there were 1,917,926 more
women than men in the United Kingdom, an in-
crease of 20.872 over the previous year, according
to the Registrar General’s Statistical Review of
Englind and Wales, just isssed, which estimates
the population of the Upited Kingdom at the end cf
last year at 41,747,100, of which 24,932,513 were
women. There were 292,408 marriages in England
and Wales, 12,413 bridegrooms were bachelors
under 21, and one gave his age as 83. The young-
est married people were a wife of 15, whose
husband was 16; 26 girls of 15 were married during
the year, and one to a man of 32, and one girl of 16
married a man of 70.—Nalal adveriiser

Messrs A. Sallie and G. S. Rasdian are duly
appointed by the Naserta Moslem School Board
(Johannesburg) to collect funds for-the School and
will be leaving Johannesburg on the 24th of Jan-
vary on a tour of the Western and FEastern
Provinces including Griqualand West. Messrs. Hajee
Mahomed Buddar and Mahomed Alli Sahib will at
a later date tour the Natal Province. 1t is earnestly
hoped by the Board that the above gentlemen will
be g1ven the support that the cause deserves.

P s ]

¥rom January to September, 1924, there were
1,433 mnsolvencies in the Union, as against 1,669 in
the first nine menths of 1923. There were decreases
1 all the Provinces, but 1n the case of the Cape and
Natal there weie increases 1n the number of Asiatic
cases. -~

The occupations of msolvents showed that in the
Union, during the period January to September,
1924, there was a decrease in the commercial, pro-
fessional, agricultural, and miscellaneous groups,
and an 1ncrease in the industrial and wage-earners
groups. The agricultural group showed lower in-
golvency figures in each of the Provinces, the com-
mercial group showed an increase in Natal and the
Orange Free State,and in the wage-earners group a
considerable increase in the Transvaal and a slight
inciease in the Cape.

T
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A meeting of between 4,000 and 5,000 non-Euro-
peans is reported to have been held on the Grand
Parade, Capetown, last Sunday. It was addressed
by Prof. James Thaele, president of the Cape Afri-

"can National Congress m the Western, Proviu;
when 1esolutions wete passed urging the Gor, We

ment to introduce legslation making mary’ih' level,
tween white and black people illega], /1€ same

agamst the inttoduction of the pass law

to unmatited Native women, and urs Spop WHITE
ernment to introduce a Bill restrie’, .

aleoholic drinks to Natives registe~ Picketting of the

s



20 INDIAN

OPINION

January 23rd, 1925

—— s e T

THAT ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE
Save mt Nadu s visit to South

TRING Mres
/i Atiecain the beginning ot last year atter

going mto the Indian question tully with
the Union Ministers a suggestion was made by her
that « Round Table Confercnce, constituted of re-
presentatives of the Union Tailiament, repiesents-
tives of India and ot the Indian Government and
representatives of the Indian comnunity of South
Africa should be called to discuss the whole ques-
tion. In what hght the suggestion was taken by
Gencial Smuts who was then at the head of the
Government was not quite clear but no note of
resentmeht was sonnded by the Government, or the
Euiopean Press Since then. however, a sudden
changze was eltected in the Government—which
change has so far not been for the better for any
section of the community and certainly not for the
'Indian commuunity who have had bitter experience
ol 1t alicadv—and that Govermment has not con-
sideted 1t advisable to follow any precedents but
has had 18 own way in dealing with questions, as it
was so0 anxiwous to do even before conmng Into
power. Thus Mrs. Naidu's snggestion of a Round
Table Conference had no hope ot bemng considered.
But then camie Mr. Thomas, the ex-Colonial Secretary
i the Imperal Labour Government and in  an
mmportant speech he made the same suggestion as
did Mrs. Nardu, m the tollowing words

“ If a solution 18 to be found, and I am not
anmindful of the fact that the British Com-
monwealth has got over many difficulties in
the past—if 1t is to be solved, place it outside
Party politics The leaders of all parties ought
to be brought together to consider. Not only
your ( South Atirea’s) leaders, but representa-
taives of Tndia and of the Imperal Govern-
ment.

It will be remembered that the same suggestion
was repeated by Mr. Thomas in a recent speech in
London -

The above suggestion was heartily supported
by the Press practically throughout the Union.
But 1t was just about then that an assarance
was given by the Governwment to the Anti-Asiatics
m the Union Parliament that legislation dealing
with the Asiatic question would be prepared during
the recess and introdaced in the coming session.
Not a word, of course, was mentioned in connection
with the suggested Round Table Conference.
Again the latest act of the Union Government in
sanctioning the Natal Boronghs Ordinance is ample
proot that they are not much concerned nor do they
wish to trouble theiwr little heads abont such a con-
terence. - -

Thus the matter stands, and uow we are pleased
to note that some of the papeérs 1n India are stirring
this guestion once agam. . Mrs. Saopni Naidu is

* also 1eported to have reterved to the subject in her
Mwech at the Indian National Congress,

Ty to be hoped that this matter will r1ecerve the

~onsideration of the Indian Natiomal Con-

aperial Citizenship Association (Bombay)

“Ovirsean Assocution  (London), and

ference 18 to be held no time will

it not, that il will be definrtely

stated so, for leaving the matter in abey ance merely
increases the agony which is intensé ag it is by the
present attitude of Ehe Cnion Government.

NATAL BOROUGHS ORDINANCE
COMMENTS FROM THE PRE~: OF INDIA

Suny Vartman, a well-known Bombay doily haa
the following leading article under the heading,
*“ From King Log to King Stork ” —

When General Hertzog succeeded General Smuts
as Prime Minister in South Africa, it was generally
acknowledged that the change boded no good to the
Indians in the Future. This prophesy has been
perfectly justified by the latest developments. A
cryptic messige from Durban informs us that the
Governor-General-in-Council has assented to the
Natal Boroughs Otdindnce. The meaning of this is
that “whereas Indians at present on the roll will ie-
main, no further Indians may be added. Conse-
quently in the course of a generation the Indian
vote will disappear.” This sanction given to the
above Ordindnce, it docs.not require much pers-
picuity to understand, will, with oune stroke of the
pen, deprive the Indians of their most elementary
rights of citizenship. We are perfectly convinced
that this final act of lawlessness and injustice is bul
the culminating point of a long series of acts o1 itly
or coveftly put into operation in order to persccute
the Indians and thus ultimately to drive them out of
the couhtry. With the existence of lawless ordii-
ances in India, the path of enacting like instrument
of iniguity was made easy foi the authorities in
South Africa. It seems as if we were living 1n an
age of ordinauces. It seems as if Governments are
ashamed to rule the country by the exercise of the
common laws of the country, but they are not too
ashamed to enact lawless laws to do that which the
existing law does not permit them to do. Mr.
Henry Polak, who knows South Africa from A to Z
in an interview by the Associated Press says:
“The news that the Governor-General of South
Africa hds assented to the Natal Boroughs Oitdinance
depriving Indidns of the Municipal franchise comes
as a shock, for it appears to be an indication that
the Union Government is indisposed to agree to
Mr. Thomas's suggestion for a non-party conference
n South Africa with the participation of the Im-
penal and the Indian Governments to reconsider the
Indidn question 1n ity imperial aspects.” Let us at
once confess that though the news comes as a shock
to Mr. Polak, to us in India thé information is not

“at all surpiising. Not only is the Boer Government

of South Africa defermined to see the last of Indians
in that country, but emboldened by a weak Govern-
ment in India, they think the present is about just
the right moment wheri they could play ducks anil
drakes with the legitimate rights of the Indiaus
with a high degree of heartless®™indifterence. As
suggested by Mr. Thomas, the ex-Colonial Secretary
in the Labour Government, a joint non-party Con-
ference of both the South African and Indian Gov-
ernmments was too big a morsel for Soath Africdn
reactionaries to swallow. They would risk nothing.
They would run no chance of any of their past
work being undone or their fature action hindered
by meddlesome outsiders. Thesé white poachérs
and exploiters in somebody’s country, Who believe
that they are there under a special charter from
Providence and all His angels, are feaifully nervous
lest others might emulate their examplé and thus
by competition and <o-operation undermine the
hold that they have established through rnere might
and brutal force. Good-natureq and well-intentioned
Englishmen of the type of Mr. Polak, might fee!
surprised and shacked at the iniquitous acts of the
South Afrcan Government, but shat avails thig
chirping of a mere swallow. _He believes that “the
Union Government has, 1n the matter of the Natal
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Municipal Franchise which was guaranteed to the
+Indians at the time they were deprived of Parlia-
mentary franchise committed a breach of faith that
will result in grave dwaster to the Indian population
of South Africa mostly local born.” Supposing all
this is true, and we believe it is true, and nothing
but the truth, what of that » What matteis 1t if there
is a breach of faith or where Indians are concerned
there is a downiight breach of all the cominand-
¢nents from the Bible ? Indeed. thisis not the firat
instance ont of many when the South Afrizan Gov-
ernment has openly and in a most shame-faced
manher broken faith with the Indians. To all
intents and purposes it might be truly said that
South African Indian history 18 a long recoid of
broken promises and a long scries of breaches ot
faith., One more and one less makes no difference
whatsoever, ' Mr, Polak points out that the new
measare will degrade the status of Natal Indians by
depriving themn of civic rights long exercised,
whilst it will take all hope tiom the Transvaal In-
dians who do not possess this franchise and will
arouse the utmost alarni among the Cape Indians
who do. The exercise of the Natal Municipal froh-
chise was the only weapon even partially eflective
to protect Indian trading rights against the manidi-
palities that bhave been seeking their destructions
All this means that Indians in South Afiica will no
longer be treated as human beings but as savages
and bensts, Deprived long ago of parliamentary
franchise and now being deprived of municipal
rights, they are rendered absolntely dumb, only fit,
to be driven by their domineering masters. The
passing of the new Ordinance makes the Indians’
position worke than mere words counld adegnately
describe. King Stork who succeeded King Log
(indeed, he was anything but a log) has at last
shown his own hand. He has struck and struck
home. What will the Indians do ? But above all
what will the Indian Government do ? Will the
latter eat the hnmble pie and thus show that it is
in reality a subordinate branch of the British Govern-
ment or will it take up cudgels for the Indians in
" right earnest and stand up for Indians’ rights *

SUGGESTED ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

A recent number of Naww Indic (Madias) has the
following leading article on Induns 1 South
Africa . —

Speaking at the Ahican Society Dmnes, Mr. J.
1. Thomus, ex-Secretary of State for tha Colonies,
1 the Labour Government, stated that when he was
in South Africu, he had oflicially suggested a Round
Table Conference of representatives of the Imperal
Government, South Africa and Indi to discuss the
In%idn yuestion, emphasising that it was 1mpossible
to divorce that question from its Imperial aspect.

The reference to this wider aspect might evoke the
syspicion that Great Britain desired to interfege
with the Union Government’s decision op a question
which was exclusively domestic in character. But
it is rot to be supposed that Mr. Thomas meant auny-
thing of the kind. What he apparently wanted to
be understood as saying was that each of the Do-
minions had an Indian problem, ineluding Great
Britain in its Colonies, and that a policy had to be
evolved which would enable a peaceful and lasting
solution to be arrived at. It is clear from
'his Bloemfontein speech that he -wished this
. %omjnon policy to be based on a just recognition of
dian rights of citizenship. It is some weeks since

' fe suggestion was masdle, but we have not 13eard
,ything about it eithér’in India or from South
dfrica. Itisa pity that members ot the E.\(“Clltl\'e
ouncils do not take the public into (hgn‘ confidence,

Ven on the most wgent problems, with the resalt
f{hat mistunderstanding frequently arises between fhe
ople and the Government, the tormer suspecting

,,e

that everything that can be done 15 not being done,
and the latter contenting themselves with their
own self-satisfaction at their duties well and duly
performed. If we had Kesponsible Government,
then members of the Cabinet would be obliged to
tell their constituents as to the developments in
policies, and they would-get to know how the pub-
lic views the contemplated measares. This advan-
tage i3 entirely absent under the present system of
working in secret  We have no news from South
Atiica either about the attitude of the Nationalist
Government towards the proposal ftor holding a
Round Table Conference. What litile we know is
to the effect that the authorities intend to bring for-
ward a Bill for further restricting the rghts of In-
dians. India has nothing to lose by such a confer-
ence, it possesses already the moral support of the
Imperial Conference, and is prepared to argue out
her case again before any tribunal. The hesitation
of South Africa 18 due to its unwillingness to dis-
cuss the question, but we hope that Sarojni Devi's
optimism regarding South Africa will be jostified
by-its agreeing to meet and have a frank, free and
tull talk., General Smats. it will be remembered,
tied to persnade the last Imperial Conference to
cancel the resolution on equahty adopted at the
ression held 1n 1921, India would be pleased 1f the
present Prime Minister wounld have the long-stand-
mg dispute settled by mutual arrangement and
accommodation.

VERENIGING WHITES AT WORK

We have received a leatlet from a cortespondent
at Vereniging which is printed on one side in the
English langnage and on the other in Afiicans and
i3 said to be distributed broadecast in that town. The
text of the leaflet 18 as follows — .

EIGHT REASONs WHY YOU SHOULD SHOP WHITE
1. To wake the Union 2 White Man’s Country.

2. To maintain the White Standard and keep
intact the prestige of the White Races.

3. Because the Furopean airculates money and
is au asset to the Nation, whereas the Indian
setuls his money to India, amd has no per-
niaiient interest 1 8, Adrica.

1. The White Storekeeper finds employment
tor your children at standard rate of pay,
whereas the Indian employs only Indians,
& pays themn the lowest rates of wages.

. You may think you can lalk to an Indian as
an nferor, but when you buy from him
you treat him as an equal. *

[

6. You don't allow Indians to trade by your
side in trades and professions, therefore why
support them at the expense of White
Traders *

7. If you want a job you don’t ask an Indian
for # as naturally it is beneath your dignity
to work for him. Why not also make it
beneath your dignity to buy from hxm ?

. If Asiatics dre supported much longer cve
shall eventually come down to their level,
and a white man eannot live on the same
economic standard as an Asatie.

SHoP

o

THINE WHITE Aot WHILE, WHITE

According to the correspondent picketting of the
Indian shops is also threatened,
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INDIA AND INDIANS IN THE COLONIES

Swarapyas (Madras) writes as follows . —

The position of Indians abroad is one of acute
political and social subservience which has not 1m-
proved with the make-believes of post-war state
craft. Al agitation for better status in this con-
nection has in India been necessarily handicapped
by distance and the accidents of the political situa-
tion. Even these, however, could not totally blunt
the edge of national resentment at the degrading
treatment meted out to Indians abroad. We are
familiar with the widespread outbursts of protest
and anger which like a conflagration have time and
again lighted up the sensibilities of vast masses with
rage and, humiliation. Such demonstrations have,
a8 was natural welled up to the surface, mn the wake
of some perpetrated insult more outrageotis and un-
bearable than its predecessors. About the real
tenour of Indian opinion as regards the lot of our
fellow-countrymen abroad there has never been any
-occasion for the shightest pretext of doubt. This
sign of helotry wrought in the name of Empire has
sank deep 1nto national consciousness and so
-intensely painful is 1ts stigma that we can well
afford to dispense with both propaganda and
demonstration to keep intact the spirit of revolt
againdt wrong. Already, we have an abundance of
this spirit. The question 1s, how, under 1its inspi-
ration the. political consciousness -of the people
chafing under degrading restraints, can be led into
a purposeful programme. The goal 1s clear; 1t is
install the power of nationhood on a pedestal of
such recognised worth that by itself it can protect
Indian settlers overseas from insult and outrage in
the same manner in which a Frenchman or an
American is immune from them. But how have
the champions overseas sought so far to relate this
goal to the means of achieving it > We have before
us for instance a defimite suggestion from Mr. Polak.
He wants Indians to shoulder the burden of the
problem by sendmg abroad social workers and
teachers. 'The suggestion Visnalises the urgency for
a remedy. It is the proposal of a man whom con-
tact with distress has whipped into a desire to be up
-and domng. But in political values, intense subjec-
tive emotion, although it constitutes the motor
power of reform; does not by itself constitute the
solution of a mational problem, it has, in addition,
to be related to the scheme of irksome impediments
that-forms for the time being, the reality to be faced.
Considered in this light, Mr. Polak’s suggestion
even if fully acted upon can only fructify into a
minor allevniation of a ‘major malady. And after
all, the supply of workers that we have is not over-
abundant, such as it is being fully absorbed by the
demands of the internal national struggle. And the
necessity for amelioration in the condition of In-
dians abroad is immense indeed covering as it does
almdst the whole of the Empire including Fiji,
Malaya, Ceylon, Mauritius, Kénya and South Africa.
It might seem superficially a counsel of indifference
but the most direct approach to the correction of
Indian status abroad is the consolidation of national

po'wer i India. Piecemeal constructivity can grapple
with local economi¢ derangements. But the Indian
problem in the Colonies and the Dominions is not
economic, 1t is racial. Its rectification’ can come
only througn an international readjustment of India’s
political position. That is why self-government is
an essential condition precedent to the restoration
of national self-respect abroad. Those who feel
keenly the pain and ignominy of Indians in other
parts of the Empire and the world should throw
themselves into the movement for national political
autonomy. That is the only way of taking rescue
to our fellow countrymen over the seas.

BRITISH JUSTICE AND NATIVE RACES

In an article on British Justice and Native Races,
contributed by John H. Harris to The Cunlempnrurr/
Eeview, it is stated -—

Most experienced Colonial Administrators agree
that there are three main essentials to safegurd in
the administration of justice :—

(+) That judicial matters should be settled by
judicial officers independent of the executive.

(8) That judicial officers shoald only be remos*
able with the ganction of the Secretary of State.

(¢) That in the administration of justice, penaltics
imposed for crimes should be inflicted without re-
gard to race, creed or colour.

The writer also states that in the opinion of the
native races who are subjects of the Biitish Empire,
British justice is the unquestioned benefit which
they have received. And so he says,

The general public learns with something of a
shock that the African dependencies have witnessed
during the last few years giave depaitures trom
them, involving the deplorable consequences of an
ire paired faith in British justice.

1t 18 clear that the time has come for the people
of certain territories, with or without the assistance
.of the Home authorities, to put an end to schocking
cases of sheer raffiamism which defame the far
reputation of the British Administrgtion. The pro-
_cedure cannot be defended under which it is possible
to flog natlves to death, and then by the process of
calling it I-Iurt." inflict penalties only applicable to
assault—even “simple hurt,” instead of murder.

The Nigerian system whxch denies to prisoners
the right to engage Counsel to defend them has now
had a fair trial during the five years of its operations,
and the House of Commons awakened with some-
what a shock to the fact, first brought to the notice
of Members by Mr. Sidney Webb, that under its
operations twenty people, including apparently two
women, had been sentenced to death and eighteen

. of them hanged in public without a single of thewmn

being either tried by Jury or defended by Counsel.

According to Mr. Thomas the following executions
took place in Nigeria, without any of the accused
being allowed the assistance of Counsel :—

1920 107
1921 07
1922 87
1923 . . 00

That is, 381 persons were executed in four years
not ene of whom had professional assistance in pre-
paring any defence, thig total of executions among
17 millions of people 18, of course, far in excess of
executions in the British Isles with a population ex-
ceeding 40 milhons.

In the most reeent case of ﬂoggmg to death, the
victims recerved lashing far in excess of physica
endurance. It will be remembered that under the
German Adminisration of Kast Africa, not more
than twenty-five strokes should he administered 1r
one day. Ip Nigena the legislative limit is twelve
strokes. Those who have been compelled to witness
the flogging of Africans will agree that by the time
twenty-five lashes have been given by hide-whips or
reins on the bare flesh the victim is, in most cases.
unconscious. Mr. Justice Krause, 2 South African
Magstrate, recently refused to allow more than four
lashes, because he declared, “the physical pain in-
flicted by six or eight lashes is as much as the
human frame can bear.” In the Watts-Betschart
case, in Kenya, the flogging was repeatedly admin
istered alternately with “ducking” in the river, un
tal the victim was inert, whéther he had actually
died belore being spread-eagled, or before being
burned, appears to be open to some doubt. In thi.
case the two accused were convicted by the jndicia
process peculiar to Ixenya, of Sxmple Hurt” only
one of the accused being “bound over” and the othe
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fined 1,000 rupees. The Magistrate declared, *I
have never heard of such” bratality in all my ex-
perience,” and hoth the Governor of the Colony and
Lord Milner expressed regret at the result of the
trial,

The remarkable manner in which these charges
of homicide are reduced to varying degrees of
“Hurt” is best iliustrated by the most recent case,
of which details are now available. The accused
was Jaspar Abrabam of Molo, and the native flogged
to death was named Kitosh. The jury returned a
verdict of *‘Grievous Hurt,” and the Judge sentenced
the accused to the appropriate penalty of two years’
“imprisonment. The flogging took place in June,
1923, and the trial only recently concluded. It was
alleged that the man Kitosh had ridden a mare in
foal, but the Assistant Superintendent of the Police
stated that he examined the horse, but found no
signs of injury. Kitosh was thrown on the ground
and then flogged by Abraham until he was too
“flogged” to continue; then he called three natives,
one after another, to carry on the flogging. Kitpsh
was unconscions during the last flogging, but ewen
then his sufferings were not ended, for apon re-
covering consionspess he was further ill-treated,
then bound hand and foot with ropes. He died the
following evening. .

g

!
LETTER FROM MR. PILLAY

Mr. V. A. Pillay of Port Elizabeth who is at
present touring India writes from Bombay :— -
The R.M.S. Walmer Castle left Port Elizabeth on
the 20th day of November bound for Natal. A
number of Indian passengers from Capetown were
also on board proceeding to Natal en route to India.
A fair number also boarded the mail steamer/ from
Port Elizabeth to join the R.M.S. Karapare which
was due to sail from Durban on the 24tk November
_.for Bombay, Amonget the passengers on board the
Walmer Casile were three Indian deportees who it is
said had entered the Cape illegally and” were being
deported by-the Immigration authorities at Cape-
town as prohibited immigrants. Owing to these
three deportees, when the mail steamer anchored at
East London, all the Indian passengers including
those who were domiciled were vefused to land!
A wireless telegram was immediately sent to the
local Indian Association complaining about the
matter but no reply was received and eventnally
the boat sailed away the Indian passengers having
remained imprisoned on the vessel.

When we arrived in Durban on the 22nd of

~November an examinatron took place by the Immi-
gration Officer on the boat and the passengers were
called to the Immigration Office for further exam-
ination and on being set free after the ordeal they had
ann opportunity of seeing the town before gailing for
India per 8.5. Karapma,

When the steamer arrived at Zanzibar, the pas-
sengers had a lively time with the , money ex-
changers who changed their notes and gold for
high values. Many of us went ashore to visit the Sul-
tan's land. Zanzibar is a Protectorate now under
the protection of the British who have their finger
in all matters. - The Sultan is merely a figure head
and his position is as humiliating as could be
imagined. - . . -

On arrival in Mombassa and Mozambique, the
same class of busingss was to be seen buf there was
a decrease in the?eichange market for go}d and
notes.

The total number of passengers up to Mombasa
were nearly five hundred, amongst  whom
were nearly 200 mules traveHing with the passengers
and there was naturally a fair. sspply og mosquitos
and feaw o The thip alen, carried . late

x Bumox?s. ﬁotwn, (3&51.\ auts eto, to Bombay.

N

Among the passengers there were four repatriates,
one or more from the Transvaal also taken at Delagoa
Bay; it was stated that they were given £10 each with
document proving forfeiture of their claim in South
Africa. One of the repatriates had to suffer gemi-
starvation and begged food from the fellow-pas-

“sengers. Au enquiry being made 1t was understood
that the company received payment from the Gov-
ernment for only 3 persons at the rate of £2 each
for food.

After some trouble by myself and others arrange-
ments were made by the manager of the Hindu
Hotel of the steamer and the poor man was fed
until his arrival at Bombay. The unfortunate “man
also fell ill during the voyage -and was removed to
the ship’s hosnital in the meantime losing part of his
cash obtained from the Government whach he had in
his possession.

Thus our voyage mixed with pleasure and pain
came to an end when we arrived safely at Bombay.

. The Indian National Congress session to be held
at Belgaum is nearing and all preparations are being
made. I approached the Congress Secretary, and
have signed the pledges of the Congress and be-
come a member of the executive. I shall in a day
or two leave for Belgaum to attend the Congress.
The-various leaders are here on their way to Bel-
gaum, among whom are Messrs, Polak, Dr. Besant
and others,

Mahatma Gandhi arrived here this morning and

+will leave this afternoon for Belgaum. Prince
Arthur of Counaght also arrived to-day on private
business. I have had the pleasure of meeting Devi
Sarajini Naidu »t the Taj Mahal Hotel and had an
interview with her on the South African Iandian

-question.

. Yours truly,
V. A. Pruray.

Bombay, 18712-24,

VERULAM YOUNG MOSLEM SOCIETY
SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING

The seventh annual general meeting of the above
society was held in the society’s hall, 33, Wick
Street, Verulam, on Monday the 12th ‘instant.
There were members and many others present.

The Secretary Mr. G. K. Katrada, and Mr. E. A,
Maither, Treasurer, submitted their annnal reports
which were confirmed.

- In the course of his speech Mr. Kathrada said it
was a very fortunate thing that the socitey had now
its own hall, and at present they had even a public
. library opened daily from 5t0 9 p.m. There were-—

books and newspapers for the public such as the
‘Natal Mercury’, the ‘Latest’, the ‘Natal Advertiser’,
‘Indian Views’, ‘Indian Opinion’, ‘African Chronicle’
‘Daily Mirror’, (London), ‘Islamie Review’ (London),
‘Bombay Chronicle’, ‘Gujarati’, ‘Kalafati’, and man
English, Gujarati, and Arabic books, ’

The following members were elected as office-
bearers for the ensuing year :—

Mr. G. H. Maither, president; Mr. A. I. Kajee,
vice-president; Messrs. I. A. Karodia & G. K. Kat-
trada, jt. seceretaries; Messrs. E. A. Maither & E.
A. Kajee, jt. treasurers; and Messrs. E. M. Paruk,
1. F. Rawat, I. A. Maither, Amod Haffejee, and
Amod Moosa, the managing committee.

The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks
to the chairman and committee members.—Contri-
buted. ’

In the Siskiyou Mountains eof California forest
rgngers report the discovery of _a tribe of Indians
who communicate with one another only by whist-
ling and who can talk to birds, says “The Popnlar

£
. Sclence Monthly.” .
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. News in Brief

Whale performing a gipsv dince at a party, Mrs.

Mary DParfett (aged 31), of Relvedale, S.E. tell
dead  Her death from heart disease was aceelerated

by heavy cigarette smoking. It was stated at the
mquest at Camberwell that she had been an in-
veterate cigarette smoker simce she was 14, She
would smoke seven or eight packets a day.

—0—

A Pantheon of a new kind 15 1n process of forma-
tion the‘ Biitish Museum. Instead of the hodies
of the great dead. their voices are treasured.

PR S

A most 1mportant meeting of members of the
Native Affairs Commission will be held in the Chief
Magistrate’s Office on Monday. Feb 2, at 10 a'm.,
tor the purpose of hearing any Europeans who are
mterested 1n the question of setting aside as Native
areag under fnture legislation those areas suggested
by the Natal Local Natives’ Land Commuttee 1 its
report of 1018,

—_——

It is understood that the Australian Government
has appointed a special representative, who will be
attachied to the office of the High Commaissioner, tor
the purpose ol carrving out the special duty of
maintaining permanent contact with the Bntish
Cabinet, Foreign Office and Colomal Office. He
will keep his Government informed daily ol the
principal political developments and will ulso place
the views of the Australian Government betore the
British Government

[ -0‘_—

The Amnritsar Municipality rejected by a majority
of votes a resolution for presenting an address to
Mr. Gandhi daring his recent visit to that city.

—)

During his recent tour in India with the object
of studying the contemporary Indian mind Dr. ¥
A. Ross, Professor of Sociology in the University of
Wisconsin (U.8.A.) in the course ot an interview
with a representative of the Associated Press ot
India is reported to have stated that he carried with
him happy recollections of India and Indians and
believed 1n a great future for India.

. o

One dehightful _ impressm‘n he carried away was
the  keen intergst in the faces of his student
audlences and ,t.he searching quality of the after-
qnestions. He was much struck with Mr. Gandh's
extreme stmplieity and hig sinceiity ot purpose

—_—O—

“Another impression,” the Professor added, “1s
the Indian Sari, one of the most heautitul type of
women's garbs I have met with in my travels mn
varions parts of the world. I hope Indian women
will never \le]d to the blndiiments of \Vv\tnn
fashons ’

—_——

With regard to social conditions in India
Professor Ross said that as 2 sociologist, the thing
he most objected to was the early maimuage of gicla.
The Professor felt that the advantages he detived
by his tour in India would enable him-to get intn
closet contact with the mmmeroue Tndian students
in his University;
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BOROUGII OF DURBAN

MAHOMEDAN SECTION — GENERAL CEMETERY

Al porsons datiing onneralap of geave Tola in
the Mahomedan Section ot the General CUemetery
sitnated at Brook Street are requested to produce
their 1eceipts or other evidence in support of their
claims to the Chief Sanitary Old Court
House, Durban. On prodaction of satisfactory
evidence of ownership, the owner’s name wil] be
registered m  the block book which has been pre-
pated 1in conjunetion with a plan of that portion of
the Cemetery,

Inspector,

A, O. JONES,
Town Clerk.
Town Clerk’s Office,

pm'ban. 15th January, 1925,
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Business for Sale

Highly profitable Confectionary and Grocery
in 1 busy locality. A snip. Long lease whale
of rent returncd from subletting. Owner
goiny to Burope. Purchaser must have
L7grash, No agents,  Apply |
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