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HE following is a copy of the letter received
T by the hon. Secretary of the Natal Indian
Congress from the Minister of the Interior
in connection with the Boroughs Ordinance :—
Office of the Minigter of the Interior,
Pretoria,
1ith December, 1924. = -
sir,—Referring to the interview which your Con-
urees had with Ministers on the 9th instant, in
regard to the Natal Boroughs Ordinance, I am direct-
" ed by the Honourable the Minister of the Interior
to inform yeou that after giving their earnest con-
sideration to your repregentations and going fully
into the whole question, the Cabinet have decided to
recommend to the Governor-General-in-Council that
he gives his ausent to the Ordinance, - :
Yours faithfally,
W. D. NoRVAL,
Private Secretary.
Mr. V. 8, C. Pather, -
Joint Honorary Secretary,

Natal Indian Congress, R

P. 0. Box 670, Darban.

+

At a recent meeting of the Durban Town Council
the Finance Committee recommended :-— -

That authority be granted for the purchase from
the Royal Mint, Pretoria, of I5,000 medals with the
Prince’s head on one side, and the present Borough
Seal on the other, at 2 cost not exceeding £17 14s. 2d
per 1,006, plus 30 per cent. for the addition of a
ring and pin. :

At a meeting of Norwood (Johannesburg) property
owners and residents it was decided to form dn
association to -be called the “Norwood Anti-Asiatic
Association” and a committee was appointed forth-
with. The aims and objects are to eject the Asia-
tics from Norwood where, it was stated, they were
busy turning the pleasent suburb into an “Indian

Bazaar.” The discussion was very heated and went .

along the lines of “dealing with” white persons who
dealt with Indian traders, -

A Reuter's message from Caleutts - states:——
" Swaraj Week " will be extended until Dec. 14.
The purpost of the week is to carry on an inten-
sive campaign for rasing money. for work in the
raral districts and villages, which Mr. Das expres-
ses @ desire to orgunise on a co-operative basis with

a view to stopping " the exploitationof rice, jate -

snd other country products by foreigners. " * My,
Das announced that hitherto one lakband 60,000
‘rupees have heen collected, but he appeals for three
lakhs, without which, hesays, it will he impossi-
ble to carry on the campaign in the villages.

cguita -
]}.-W&‘}-&Rpﬂt@r).—'[‘he Government  of
India$f¥ parsed a resolution dealing at length with

the cirenmptancggaitending the racial disturbances.

at Kohat on Sept. 9 and 10, in which . 10 Moslems
were killed and 20 wouanded, 10 Hindus were killed

wd § wounded, and 3 police wounded, These dis- -
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turbances were attriboted at the time to the feeling
engenidered by the circnlation of a blasphemous
anti-Moslem poem. and the murder of a Moslem
boy by a Hindu. The resolution now passed con-
firma the view that the firing by panic-stricken
Hindus caused the rioting, and commends the action
of the local anthorities. It does not agree with the
criticism and that the ¢rowd should bave been fired
on, adding that at no stage could the firing have
It is pointed ount that a most nseful
aid in qaelling dissurhances, namely, British troops,
was not fortheoming at Kohat. The evolution of an
alarm scheme to prevent Communal riots is also re-
commended. - - =

Pretoria, Dec. 12 (Renter).—The Preforiz News
had an interview with Mr. Boydell, Minister of Posts
and Telegraphs, who confirmed the -statement that
the Cabinet js considering a new design for Union:
postage stamps, but added that nothing -definite 'had
been decided. Asked if it was likely that -the.
King's head would be repluced by some South Afri-
can token, Mr. Boydell said that was guite likely.
He hoped that political capital wonld not be made
of that, and pointed to the fact that the Australian_
stamps did not bear, the King's head. ~ ~ = .- - ~

A Reuter’s message from London states =~ - - .
Al deputation from the Chambers of Commere

waited on the Postma.ster-\Geneml and urged - him..
] to re-introduce the penny postage. - Sir William

Mitchell-Thompson agreed that trade would benefit
thereby, but said a decision rested with - the
Chancellor - of the KExchequer, to- whom . he

- promised to. submit the arguments in -favonr -

thereof.

A Virginia married couplé who put up at a New .
York hotel brought an action for damages against -
the hotel proprietors aa the result of their experiences,
They testified that detectives entered their room zt
night and Guestioned their marriage, only believing: -
the trnth when the marriage certificate was produced, -
The husband was awarded £200. damages, and the
wife, who said the incident 1pade her ill, necessi.-

. tating a doctor's attention, was awarded £500. The

hotel proprietor pleaded a mistake -on--the ~part of-
the hotel clerk. = - T Il

The population of the Australian ‘Commoniwealth
at the end of September was 5,835,000, showing an -
increase of 2 per cent. during the past three years,

————————

"The Johanneshurg ml'respoﬁdént of theri\_”amt :

Bereury gives the following interesting acconnt of

a precent Rand insolveney ; - : :

~ The troubles of 2 company director were revealed
in the Johannesburg Insolvency Court; when Harry
Cohen, the trustee, explained to o mecting of erodi--
tors the position existing in the insolvent, .cat:ite .of
Barend Andrjes’Meintjes Meintjes, who was a direc-
tor aygestiicholder i:;,_t}yv%;ompanies' called W, R,
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Levin and Co., Ltd.,, and W. R. Levin and Co.
(Hides). Jtd. These firms, in which be had invested
£15,000 and £5.000 respectively, dealt in produce
and general merchandise, chiefly the. former, and
owing to unfortunate investments and (epreciation
in stocks consequent upon the full in prices after
the Armistice. the companies went into ligunidation.
Meintjes lost everything, t
ing abont p shilling in the X in fydl settloment.
It appears that the directors had personally
guaranteed Beveral accounts duwe by the com-
panies, including one of £45,000. Judgment was
obtained by them against Meintjes for thir sum.
. According to the schedules filed by Meintjes, his
liabilities amounted to £45,291 and his assets were
£150, leaving a deficiency of £45,141. The tiabilities
inclading the sum of £45000 dre as guavantor.
Meintjes submitted the following offer of com-
position : * Payment of all costs of sequestration
gnd administration; all asgets realised to be distri-
buted among the greditors.” It was unanimousaly
resolved that the offer should be accepted.

A BETRAYAL

N the 9th inatant, 3 deputation waited upon
the Prime Minister and other Members of
the Union Cabinet in Pretoria and submitted

a very exhaustive statement, which we published in
our last issme in extenso, embodying our com-
munity’s objections to the Boroughs Ordinance
which was passed by the Provincial Council a few
months 3go and which awaited the pleasure of the
Governor-General-in-Council to pass it ar reject it.
The Prime Minister gave the depntation the
. pgsurance thet their representation would receive
the Government’s serions consideration and they
returned <o the Garden Colony fully confident that
the Government méant to do the right thing in-as-
much as the said Ordinance was class legisiation
ure and simple. The measure is so comprehensive
that.it, by its varions provigions, seeks to strangle
our community out of existence. Alas! What o
we see, that 8 week after the depuiation hed
* met the Minister and after the commaunity had
peen lulled into false security comes the news that
the Governor-General has given his ament to
. that Ordinance. What a duplicity !  Why receive
a deputation of our community at all, if the
Ministers had already 1uade up their minds fo pass
it. The receiving of the deputafion was but a farce
of the warat deseription. It is inconceivable that
the present Governmnent, which comprises chiefly of
the Nationalist purty, a freedom-loving  people,
ghould deny to a section of the South African com-
munity, which is voiceless and yoteless, the funda-
mental elements of that freedom and sanction the
taking away of the very small righta it had hitherto
possessed and enjoyed. It is well for that party
*who are 8 very religiously-minded people and who
have a great faith in the word of God, te remember
that they as the present rulers of this country
derived their suthority from Him who is the com-
mon Father of us all and that He expected of them
to uge that authority fairly and justly to all sgetions.
As surely us the sun rises from the Hast, they will
bé asked to give an acgount of their stewardship to
Him who gave them that anthority., Need we re-
‘mind them of the fate that befell the unjust steward
in the Hely seriptunres? It behoved them to yold

the creditors receiv- -

!
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the seales of justice evendy and infliet no injustic
on any clags ar race of people nuder their joris
{iiction. especially on thoge who are unrepresente
In the legislatures of this country.

We felt we had a right to ask them to safeguardl
oir righta under section 147 of the Southn
Africa Act which vested in the Goyernor-Gengpal-
inCouncil all matters speciully or differentiully
affecting Asiatics throughout the Union. The Minis-
ters of the Crown were the custodians of our rights.
as we had wot the Parliamentary franchise. But
they have abandoned their trust, betrayed and sold
us. The rights, which the Boroughs Ordinance de-
prives us of, have been gmaranteed to us under the
settlement arrived at between Mr. Gandhi-and Gene-
ral Smuis afier that memorable pussive resistance:
struggle, which meant yntold bardship and misery
to our people. That settlement provided that there.
shall be no further envroachment npon our exist-:
ing rights. We make bold to say thut the Govern-
ment in passing the Ordinunce have coammitted
clearly a breach of faith. What trnat could we bave.
after this in the white man’s word? One would
bave thought that at this season of the year, when
the Christian Government will be in a fow daye'
time commemorating the nativity of the Prince of
Peace. who brought into thie world “Peace on
enrth to men of goodwill” will exorcise a little of
that gosdwill to others. Do unto others as you
would that others should do unte you. But, no,
there i8 no Christinnity left in them. It is said
that even a worm will tyrn when trampled upon.
+Is our Commnnity going to take this beating lying
Jdown. We hope not. Let them be up and deing,
Tet them leave no stone L'mt.umed to ave their
voice heard. '

THE BOHOUGHS ORDINANCE
NATAL MEROURY ON THE INDIAN DEPUTATION

The Natal Mercury in an editorial writes :—

* The Prime Minigter's reply to the Indian depu-
tation which was received by the Governmeut on
Tuenday will probably he widely approved in Natal:
hut we ave by no meyns sure that it (s as sativfactory
ag it 1npy appear at first blush lo sapporters of the
unti-Asintic jolicy of the Provineigl Couneil. The
object of the depuiation was to profest  yumitat
certain provisions of the Boroughs Ordinapce which
Indiaps think are divected agminst their interests and
what they consider their rights. Geuneral Hertzog
ia reported to have told the depntation that Nutal
wns ' eting within its rights in the matter of thin
Ordipance, ” and that it waa " hardly within the
province of the Union Government to interfere with
those vights.” The #rime Ministor added that if
the Governmant did excrdise its veto it* would have
to substitute * some other muchinery to wmeet the
wishes of the puople,” which muy be taken as &
plain intimation to the Indiuns of Natul that they
cannot expect i torp sympathatio attitude on the
part of the Hertsog Government than that of the
Provincial Council ‘of Natal. It is fairly clear,
however, if Genersl Mertzog is correctly re e
the proceedings, of cotrse, were not formntly open
to the Press—that the Goveroment does nol intend
to exercise its veto, but will endeavour to throw the
whole responsibility for the Oudinance upon the Pro-
vinee of Natal, This may be superficiylly matistactory
to the members of the Provindal sl who  sup-
porfed the clauses in the Ordinonce whigh are
obnoxioys to the Indisne; but it msrks an i pnt
departure fram the policy “of Genersl Hertueg's
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predecessors.  (General Smuts always held that the
assert of the Union Government to a Provincial
Ordinance made it 2 party to the legislation im
question. ‘Where the electors of the Province were
sulely concerned, as in the case of certain taxing
weasures in the Transvaal, the Government would
not as a rile interfere; but in matters affecting otber
interests the Government must share fully the res-
punsibility of the Provincial Councils. In particular
in regard to this question of legislation designed to
impose restrictions on thé Indian community,
General Smunts ook the view that the Union Gov-
ernment must not shirk responsibility. That meant
in some instances that the Union Government
would not allow the Provincial Cooncil to
go so far as the latter wished; but it also meant
- that when any.legislation passed by the Provincial
Council received the pssent of the Governor-General-
in-Counncil the whole of the Union stood behind
Natal in the matter. General Smuts insisted re-
peatedly that thongh a particular guestion such as
thjs might concern one Provinece primarily and
principally, one Province could not stand aiope in
dealing with anthorities outside the Tnion, whether
in Downing Street or in Simla.. Hence though in
some instances Natal legislation was vetoed by the
Cnion Government, the legislation which was assent-
ed to was defended and wmaintained with the whole
weight and autherity of the Union Government and
Parliamment. General Smuts’ view ip this matter is
assuredly the right view. The Natal Provincial
Council is a pubordinate legislatare and for all its
aclg the Uniop,Government is responsible to the
world outaide the Unpion. Geperal Hertzog would

no danbt protest very speedily and emphatically if -

Lord Reading addressed a remonstrance in reference
to the Boroughs Ordinance to Sir George Plowman
direct instead of approaching him through  his
Majesty’s Ministers of State at Pretoria. ~ Yet 4hat
would be a perfectly logical corollary to General
'Hertzox's attempt to throw the whole responsibility
for the Ordinance upon Natal and to evade his own
responsibility in the matter.

ASIATICS AND THE FRA.NCHISE
MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION'S ATTITUDE

His Worship the Mayor and Councillor H. H.
Kemp rvcently interviewed the Minister of the
Tuterior, and now eays the Nulal Adverlizer, the latter
has drawn up a history of the granting of the munij-
cipal franchise o natives in Natal boroughs. This
be has forwarded in the form of a letter, to the
Minister.

“From this letter it appears that in’ lq(h the Natal

Lexgislature passed the Natal Municipal Corporations 1

Bill, which laid it dowu, in respect of ihe non-
European vote, that * Every person so qualified shall
be enutled to be enrolled as a burgess except .

"(c) Any person disqualified for the parha-
mentary franchise by Act No. 8 of 139 or any
othier Act, unless he ehail be exempted in the
-presoribed manner -from the -operation of such
Act. The provisions of this sub-section (¢) shall
notapply to-the class of persons mentioned there-
in- -whose ‘names are rightly contained in any

burgess roll in force at the date of the commence- -
ment of this Act. and who are otherwise com-

petent and qualitied as electora ™
THE ORIGINAL PROVISION

" The 1596 Act referred o laid it down that no

person was entitled to inclusion on the voters’ roll
who, not being of European origin, are natives or
deacendants in the male line of natives of countries
which have not hitherto possessed elective repre-
sentative institntions founded on the parfamentary -
frenchips, unles they shall firet obtain an order

" INDIAN o'PfN’léN o

from the Gove.rnor-Geneml-m-Councll exe.mphng
them from the operation of the Act.

In 1907 negotiations were procéeding concerning

e Monicipal Corporationg Bill, and the secretary

the Prime Minister of Natal notified the secretary
to the Natal Municipal Association that * there yet
remains the futare question of the mum;upal fran-
chise disqualification clause {(Section 22 (c), and with
regard to this point the Prime Minister has impressed
on His Majesty’s Government the becessity of
zllowing this provision to be retained.

The Executive Committee of the Natal Mnmclpal
Association expressed the unanimouns view' of the
Natal local authorities on this point in the following
resolution ;:— .

* With regard Zo the sectians dmhng wn.h the
disfranchisement of Asiatics, it was resolved that

"the Government be urged to insist on the mcln-

gion of the sections as appearing in the Bill. ”

THE INDIAN VIEWPOIRT

Io 1907 the Municipal Association was notified

“ that the Secneta.ry of State for India regrets that
10 concepsion is being made as regards Section 22
{c), which, as it stands, will debar from municipal
franchise all Indian ratepayers at present enroled. .
The Secretary of State for India also points ont that
at present Indiap traders ean be deprived of their
licences on insufficient grounds, and -have po locall
remedy, and ke cousiders that the Dealers’ Licences
Act should be amended so as to allow the right .to
appeal to the Supreme Court by persons whoge-
licences are withdrawn .by Licensing ' Boards, and,
failing snch amendments, regards il as essential that
Indian ratepayers should remain in posseesmn of
the municipal franchise. ”

The Muanicipal Association, however, stxll Nood
firm for the inclusion of the sections dealing with
the disfranchisement of Asiatics. .

Suobsequently the Natal Leglslature passed an Act

_(No. 22 of 190Y), which provided, that an applicant

for the renewal of a dealer’s licence, or a person who ~
had daly lodged an objection to such renewal, may
appeal to the Supreme Conrt or 10 a Cirenit .Court-
against any decision given under Section 6 of the
Wholesale and Retail Dealers’ Licences Act (No. 13

. of 1397) by a Town Cohncil, Town Board or Licen-

sing Board, and that such Conrt may order that the_
renewzl applied for be grauted, or -that it ma.y not
be granted, or mnay in any case reiit the apphtatlon
for re-hearing. -

Frowm this Mr. Kemp dr.ma !.he conclusion that
the Secretary of Stute for India’s pomt being .fully
met, the mater of Indians remaining in possession
of the municipal franchige was left to.the “discretion
of the Natal Parliament. Natal Ministers, iowever,
were willing to submit to and recommend the dele-
tion of the section in question, and the Biil was then
to be allowed to go through as containing no clams
legislation. The Natal Municipal Association nrged
that the original Bill be allowed to stand over and
the Government of Natal acquiesced..

REASONS ADVANCED

Later the associa¥ion again conadered ‘the matter
and 2gain arged that the law be amended pu tha
lines of the Bill of 1903, their reasons being =

(1) The fixed policy of the association since lts
inception and as referred to above, .

(2) The principle laid down by the Natal Pal:ha-
ment in Act No. 8 of 1896, and in the Municipal
Corporations’ Bill of 1909, and by the Natal .Pro-
vincial Coancil in Ordinance No. 11 of 1914: .

(3) The Transvaal Municipel Elections Ordinance '
No. 8 of 1912, which disallows entirely -the non-
European’s vote, and which Ordinance was ggproved.
by the Governor-General-in-Counncil; and -

(1) That there is nothing in the Union Act to
debar the Provincial Council enacting, that non-
Europeans shall not exercise the municipal-franchise,
_}r Kenip points out that nnder the Treatw of



-

INDIAN OPINION

December 19th, 1924

Vereeniging; in the Transvaal the -franchise was
restricted to white persons who were British sab-
jects, but the white inhabitants of Utrecht and
Vryheid did not obtain the same favoured treatment
when their areas were detached from the Transvaal.
This point, he thinks, is
lightly disregarded.

ASIATIC HEALTH AND HOUSING

" The Asiatic pepulation resident on the envi-

_ rons of Durban s greater in number than the
. population of Asiatics within the borough. Living
a8 they do in dirty, dilapidated tin huts, withont
adequate means of “ventilation and light and
huddled togethér on areas regardless of* air space
or any other sanitary conditions, they are a great
menace to the public health of Durban, and the
position of affairs can only be contemplated with
" the gravest apprehension. . In the event of an out-
_break of infectious disease such as plague, it would
be extremely diffienlt, if not impossible, to enforce

- the mecessary preventive measurea. As this clasa
of the community mingle daily as food vendors
and servants with the rest of the community, they

. are & grave and constant menace to the health ‘of
‘Durban generally, and, in my opinion, it is
urgently necessary that, with the least possible
delay, the matter should be radically dealt with.”
Thus writes Councillor H. H. Kemp, says the
Nalal Adveriiser, in the course of a lengthy memor-
andum on town planning and Indian housing which
he has forwarded to the Town Clerk. He suggests

-

»

~one which is not to be

that those heads of departments who are reporting -

. on draft regulations for sabmission to the Minister
of the Interior should also report on the necessity of
.obtaining further powers to deal with areas con-

> tiguous to Durban. . R

: CANNOT FIND. THE MONEY . -

* Having stressed the delay in putiing the Union

- Public Health Act into force, with the resultant.in-
‘creased expenditure now involved—an expenditure

. beyond the means of bealth committees—Mr. Kemp
qrges that suburban areas maintained in the present

ungsatisfactory state tends to keep . landed property

jn.. Durban unduly expensive and deprives the
borough of rates which it should be drawing from
“these suburban " areas. Private .owners, he thinks,
can do little towards improvement, and he stresses
the need for good lines of communication traversing
these areas. ‘Thé buildings have been erected with-
" out any regard for regularity, and the so-called
roads—which are really veld tracks—are irregular
.and bad, being impossible for use by wheeled
traffic; while overcrowding exists in poor buildings
dwned and occupied by the non-Enropean. classes. .

" Pjecemesl attempts at improvement ure, in.the
opinion of Mr. Kemp, doomed to failare. Sanita-
tion and intercommunication cannot be provided in

. existing circumstances, - Nany of the houses are
unfit for human habitation; the narrowness, close-
ness, bad arrangement, or the bad condition of ‘the
_atréets ‘and- houses or groups of houses, together
~ wyith the want" of -ventilation and proper con-
veniences, a8 well as other sanitary defects, and
dangerous and injurions to the health of the inhabi-
tants both ‘of the area and its viecinity, and these

i

“evils cannot be effeciively remedied otherwise. than-

——

by general roads gnd houses within the area. -

- EXPROPRIATION NECESSARY ~ 1

. , ) -’."‘
- Mr. Kemp holds that the position should be dealt
\ith.ds 019, and he thinks expropriation is indi-
. cated. . Who will undertuke the task? Durban is
‘prejudicially affected, but legally has no Iofus slandy,
while the financial responsibility is too big for the
" Health Conunittees. Whoever has the task, the

- Union is on the Minister.

principle of recoupment must, ithe Councillor thinks,
be approved.

Dealing with the bousing of Indiana, the meinor-
andam goes on to refute the contention in a letter
f.‘rom the Becretary for Public Health that the

Minister cannot accept the implication that the
Governinent has any special obligations in regurd to
the housing of Indians asa distinct from other sec-
tions of the community, nor is it clear on what
grounds the same implication is made in regard to
the Provincial Administration,” it ia pointed out
that the responsibility for the public health of the
Durban Town Council
can only deal with Indians within its borders, but
a housing scheme for them would be nnlliied by
nuambers of Indians living in insanitary conditions
just ountaide the borough: boundaries. The, housing
question cannot be tackled except in & comprehen-
sive way, and Durban alone cannot carry the burden.
The Public Health Committees bave neither the
power nor the money., ’

: T0o0 MUCH LA1ssEZ FAIRE

*“ It is no use for tho Minister of Public Health to
fold his arms and tell us that he ia not the keeper of
the Indiane outside the borough of Durban,” goes
on Mr. Kemp. “ We have had too much of the

. policy of lafsssz fairs from the Union Government

and the Provincial Administration in the past in
reference to the outside districts, and the results are
now pressing heavily npon the community.

“The Minister stated, and rightly so, that the
Town Council have powers to acquire land and
carry out honsing schemes outside its area of juris-
diction. That is true, but the Minister is also per-
fectly well aware of the fact that these powers huve
been accorded by Parliament for the benefit of the
people of the horough and not for tho strangers
without our yates. Thia is well exemplified by the
following resolution of the Town Council of Novem-
ber G, 1924 :— )

*Thot in order to enable’ the Town Coumncil to.
‘provide additiona} accommodation for the housing
of natives employed and residing within the borough

[ of Durban with the least possible delzy, and to

secure land for the establishment of 8 native village
‘in terms of Act 21 of 1923, the application of July
31, 1923, to the Union Government for a loun not
exceeding £200,000 be renewed. ' "

MANY BILLS FOR COMING SESSION
ASIATIC MEASURE PROBABLE

The Pretoria correspondent of the Nalal Advertiser
reports :— . . :

Thé members of the Government have compiled
-guite an extensive progranmme for next sesaion,
whiech in all probability will be a long one, not only
because of the Government’s contemplated legisla-
tion but because the slogun, * It is the duty of t.he
Opposition to oppose,” will be pul into active
operation. Following ure some of the move im-
portant Bills to’be introduced :— € o
- Mr. Tielman Roos (Minister of Justice and Irri-
gation), will have a Bill to amend the insolvenoy -
laws, anothet' fo amentt the law- with regards to
crimingl procedure, & Bill dealing with the sale of
liquor on diamond diggingsand relief workg. and n
Bill simplifying extradition between the Umop upd
the Belgian Congo apd other northern territories,
The Bill with-egard to Government attorneys will
be re-introduced, and Mr. Roos will have 8 l_3:ll
which contemplates the creation of an irrigation
‘board on the lines of the Railway Board.

General Kemp (Minister of Agriculture) wili havo
a Bill dealing with a levy on sugar and outr}ch
feathers, also a consolidating meusure mg_nrdmg
branding of cattle, s Bill dealing with the auctionser-
ing busincss, and possibly a Bill concerned with
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veterinary matters. There will also be a Bill amend-
ing tBe co-operation laws.

Dr. Malan {(Minister of the Interior, Pnblic Health’
and Edncation) will produce a new electoral Bill,
a Bill dealing with naturaliration, S8onth African
nationality, and a Union flag. There will also be a-
new medical Bill and possibly one touching the |
thorny question of Asiatics, - v

Me. Piet Grobler (Minister of Lands) will bave a
further Bill dealing with land secttlement and con-
cerning, nfer alia, the terms of payment of Govern-
ment ground, a Bill about the SBundays River settle-
ment (an adjostment measnre), also one dealing
with the land on the Oliphants River (a measure
connected with discipline on church land settle-.
ments), and several minor Bills.t * <

Col. Creswell (Minister of Defence snd Labour)
will have a couple of Bills on the olganisation of
workers, etc, - :

Mr. W. Beyers (Mipister of Mines and Industries)
will introduce a Bill having for its object lhe con-
solidation of the laws dealing with mirers’ phthisis, -
and an amending Bill dealing with weights and
measures, .

Nothing i8 known as yet about the proposals of )
the Minister of Finance or of those of the Prime
Minister, ) 3

INDIAN LABOURER'S CLAIM"
JUDGMENT IN COHPENSATION CABE

Jndgment was given last weelk in the Durban
Magintrate’'s Court in the application made under-
the Workmen's Compensation Act for £150 by
Puckree, an Indian youth, against the Natal Soap.
Works, Ltd. The respondents offered applicant £54, §:
The claim “~was in ‘respect to - ifijuries - Puckree -
received in the course of his duties.

In giving judgment, Mr. B. Colenbrander pointed
out that the question for decision was solely the
amount due to applicant. Puockree, an uneducated,
ordinary, unskilled Indian labourer, 16 years of age,
at the time of the accident, was in receipt of a wage
amounting in-all to £2 per month, It was quite _
clear and not disputed, that the earning capacity
would probably have increased during the three
years next succeeding the date of accident to £3 a
month. The measure of compensation, therefore,
fell to be computed on the basis of -half of -three
years' wnges at the latter figure, It would require
very strong circumstances -to depart from  the
principal rules of the Act in measuring the com-
pensation, and increasing them under the proviso
of the first schedule, section 1 (b) of the Aect.
Applicant was an unskilled Indian labonrer, only
16 years, and while his injory was admittedly a
sovere one-x-he had lost a thumb and two and a
‘half fingers of his left hand—having regard to his
status, age, and the probability of his being able, in

‘COLOUR BAR ON STEAMSHIPS ADVOCATED

WHITE PASSENGERS’ PROTEST AGAINST SAILING
Wire BLACKS :

A letter. signed by a number of second-class
passengers on the R.M.5. Walmer Castle and handed
to Captain Stanley, her master, for transmission to
‘the company’s Board of Directors, has been sent to
the Sunday Times for publication. It reads as
follows :— ,

It was with the greatest astonishment that we, th
undersigned second-class passengers, discovered that
among us as passenger to Sonth Africa is incladed a
native of Dundee, Natal; and snbsequent to a meet-
ing of the male section called to discuss -this un-

fortunate incident, a deputation: of three was elected -

to interview Commander W. F. Stanley with a view
to arranging, if possible, a transfer of this black man
to some portion of the ship.where he would. not
come in contact with the white men, women and
children during this voyage. . :
. The interview was granted by the Commander
who received the deputation with great courtesy,
but our surprise was accentnated on learning that
be had no powers to interfere because of the fact
that the company had bound itself by contract to
carry this biack man and to afford him second-class
accommodation throughout the voyage: L, 3
That contracts to carry natives are entered into
by the Union-Castle Company which provide facili-
ties for eocial intercourse between the two races
seems to the undersigned passengers a matter not
only for deep regret, but for the strongest protest,

‘'as, apart from our desire to avoid this familiarity,-
we feel that the present state of black evolution and *
‘their predominance numerically over the -white

races in South Afriea' demand in our interest, and -

drawn which must not be overstepped. < .-. '
DANGEROUS PRACTICB .-, * .-+

even preservation, that a line of demarcation be

It is' nnnecessary to explain the colour bar in .
South Africa, or the danger which ‘will most
‘certainly accrue to its white popnlation if natives
-.are to be imbued with a spirit of equality, and that
‘the Union-Castle Company, which- relies on its
' Southi African trade, should .lend itgelf to thig -

dangerous practice, eonstitutes a departure which

must be viewed with the utmost concern, _- -

-

- That -the undersigned passengers on. board the-
R.M.8. Walmer Castle feel strongly in this matter is-
to define their feelings but mildly, and it is desired:
to place on record, not only their disgust, bnt the -
most argent request that the' company, at its earliest -
opportunity, will discuss the question of the carry-" .

ing of Asiatics, African and American negro- races;

"with a view to arranging that, when and where -

carried, these persons will be segregated from the :

white passengers thronghout the voyage, - By
It is appreciated that by the time. this letter is

being considered by the board of directors- the .
- specific complaint.will be antomatically lapsed, but: --
feeling this t0 be a matier of principle which, if
dgnored, will have disastrous effects on. the white,

spite of the disability to his left hand, population of South Africa im the «future,. it- was
ty ‘ . % earn unanimously decided by all interested to gend copies -

ordinary wages as an unskilled workman later on,.
gaid Mr. Colenbrander, he did not consider this to be
8 case in which the measore of compensation should
be increased. In view of the circumstances in this
case, he was of opinion that no deduction should be
made in regard to the £11 3s. 0d. medical fees. The

judgment would be for applicant for £54, The |

senior magistrate also intimated that there would be
no order a8 to costs. - .

Mr. C, P. Robinson, for the respondent Company,
Baid that he was not instructed to-ask for coats, It
'was mure to test the question of the amount, '

Mr, R, E, Obapman wss for Prokres;

of this letter to the South African Press, It will -
a_llso -be appreciated by your board that the passengers
interested in this complaint will automatically

separate. on arrival at their. several destinations, -

which renders an acknowledgment of this letter or
and, in view of this difficulty, we respectiully sug-

gest that your-reply be published for general in.

formation throngh the same channel. -

continued correspondenée on the subject impossible, -

- Trusting that in the interest of the South African N

European public you will give. this protest your
:;’o:.) gareful conzsideration, (Here follow 59 signa.-
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E INDIA.NS, I_N AﬁSTRAL'IA-
DrsiAL oF FraNcfiish UNCONSTIFUTIONAL

, A Lawyer ‘E_l_'iend_.f:mm Melbonenr  writea i
follows to the Right Hofi'hle V. 8. Srinivasn Sastri ;

1 desire to bring under your motice the atate of .

A 1% ih Australia with régard to tha franchise as
affécting your countrymen. '
Section 41 6f the Constitution of Australia réads
g8 follows : “ No 434lt pérson who has or acquires
a righit to vote 4t electiond for the more numerons
House of the Parliament of s Btate shall while the
gkt cohtintled bé provented by .any law of the
Comtigfiweilth from voting at ﬁ]ect;ioh for either
Huréb of {hi¢ Pdrlidment of the Commionwealth.”
] ﬁi .dbﬁe_dfﬁtflﬁs very  definife, Section the Com-
inbirtvealth haddéd the Commionwealth Eleetion Act,

1918-92, vWhich providéd as follows :—"No aborigi- | -

Hidt netivé of Anstralin, Asia, Africa or the lalands of
thé Pacifié (excopt New Zealand) shall be entitied to
Tiitve hi§ tiamé pliced on of retained on any roll, or
o i;gte at :i;:ly Séhate Election or 'Hdﬁie{nf Repre-
sentatives Election, unleis so entitled nnder Sectio

gttt Condttaion” neen weenen

ou ill gié thal thé Government has ed

Kbt which the Conbiitition forbide xnd it only, re:
gtiirel the matfér to be taken to the High Court of
Au#tralid, when it will undoubtedly be declared un«

sotiétitiitional, 48 it had done Something Which it has -

mo power to do iihless the Constitution is alt
ii'bj‘:tclif}ah hotg)ﬂintfloﬁé, I- Hon 1 oreds
Might I rédhest thiat you wifl piit-rpe, in  touch
with olié of your ‘f‘é‘TQ.\’f-gco_im‘t:rirlﬁeh in Melbourne
_ ﬁtéiq tﬁiﬁgﬁ ‘:gze:l lc_’f_.to s‘eerfha“ﬁ tﬁe. ne_cessary steps
. titridéistand tha wheil yon were here the Gov-
. -&ritoént proinised jelief but it has not carried out
ft¥ promide, |, . .
~ What #éfriding now 35 to - £¢
Iw ftipoddd.—Serdind ¥f. Jiidia,

r

e

' INDIANS IN FLiI

A cortuspondeht wiites to the Nafal Meteury
" The following sighificant letter réceived by the by
thie Indt Pacifid il frotir 4 lendinig metiber of the
Tifi Legislative Cotincil indicatds that the equal
gttt levir 86 phrtihaciously exetdised by ‘the Tn=
dlat politicianis list year i the protracted  Keniyit

‘struggle is now beinig Vigorously prossed in Fiji,

and, being leks in the pitblic-eys, “withh bettér Hopes
of mastrey. :

¥ Bhe lotir 1s ddted Sitva, ObL. 20, 4fid veads = °

" We atill hiave out tronble with the Indiar qites-
‘ tion, and, from cotiftderitial Found-tble intétviewd.

which we have had &t Govérnnietit Honsd vecehitly,
1 am afrald we aré goidg to be et a8 & pdwh il
the kamé, and tiivowh i3 4 sbp to Indis, They Hré
-gtill om thie 61t question of ét{ﬂal glitns, to whith We

" are still absolttely oppused. §cBut; tinfortinately, wé
are ruled from Downiig Streel; and thée barghin
will be inadé fof us thdre. We Wil protést; of
comtse, but it in dodbful if rrhell more will be dotie,
Pérsonsily, I wilt fight to tHg end. And £héry dre
others of the saxe Hpiniot. .

o _ <Ppe SiToatioN N Fist

. The poplation bf the Chlory of Fiji tonsldts b
86,000 Fijtana, : 60,000 ToHans, and 4,000 of the

. ruling white rites. It 14 of goiishe, tlie Riitopéating

who have restued the Fijidss froirt bitharini and
canibalisin to miodern otvillsatlon, artt Hitve thicds
the Colony iwhat it in to-day.. THe gdnting of aqudl
- siatd s the high privitepe of eitizehsMip to the
. jmmigriht Indtan populdiion of Fiji wonld, it i3
obviots; meati that hd Buropefimd wotllk hecomd
submerged by the nwmdricul sttpeiciity of the. i
dians: Thed wdnld thod; tatFall§; 1edve by degices
 the Opldny that thuy brva fiade 10 the Parifiey and
whbig. Jggﬂw- a8 Jribish pomessing . fhey

’
vee it to do what its’

-

hova

YT

s

been prondly celebrating so recen{ly as October lunat.
Theé Indians—near]y all of the conlie clasa—wonld
then possess the land, made possible fur théw by
the enterprian, of the Kutopeun pioneetn, whose
heritage they wonld supplant,. With this embfyomic
South Pacific British Dominion, sacrificed by Im-
perial political pedantry to the Adiatie, Fiji’'s yonung
day would indeed be over, and night wonld fall,
. The only chance for the Fiji Colonists, seemingly,
is _that, the change of Government in Great Hritain
mlght change thé crifical character of the situation.
It is well that Sonth Africa, as an_interested mem-
ber of the British Commonwealth, should know
what Indian inirusion in the government of the
Crown Colonies is leading to.

' SOUTH AFRICAN JANJIRA ANJUMAN
. ISLAM

The 14th shnnal geheral meeting of the sbové
gociety was held at the society’s hall, Beaconsfietd
(Kimberley), on the 30th November,

‘The following officials and menitbers of the ndio-

.zintion were presént :—Messrs, D. Hissen, 8, A.
Gaffoor, Iamail Halday, Hassen Mia Dawrey, Ismail
Sharfoodien, Hussain Camroodien, Ismail Chenakar,
M. Roshun, Abdul Hay.Panker. Abdullah Ohoglay,

~ A, Halem, Kamaloodien, Bapn, Suhib Getay, Yusuft
Ebrahim, M, Malim. .

Several visitors were in attendance, including Mr.
Ahmed Abdullah (the latter being a visitor from
India). , . 2

In consequence of the death of Mr. M. Yacob, the
late president of the society, Mr. M. S. Wookey wna
elected to the chair.

Mr. Maliomed Abdullili acted ad sécretiry in the

absence of the former secretury, who had_resigned
dud lett fot India. - '
" The proceébdingd werd of:’éhe‘t’[ by Imauii Hufiz
Abditerihich teaditigd chapter trom thie Holy Borail.
, The chuirman | theh ieforred to the great losd
which the gaciety had sustained Jis o result of tha
death of Mr. Mahomed Yacob, who for muny yeafd
had been the presidént of the ociety. 1n the couide

_of hib remarks hb tofefretl to fhe viluiblé detvices
which had best vetidérold by the hite predident, wha
at all tifed had beet tnticidg ift his elfottd to
further the intertstd of the adelety.. A votd of
condolencs s utinnirmonisty passed, all atandlrir sk
a tark of redpect. ’

It was uhdhimously retolved tiat the widow and
children of thé lite preident be pranted the Fighit rd
occpy; free b rént, tivh rooiffs In tHE prémiRcd
helonging to the soctaty at Beacorftuld ot the with
of thd society. : :

The mititites of the prévions indbting wors toed
and confirthed; atid the balancb-dltest, whilch ghowdil
a oredit balance of £72 1fs. 24., Wis adnpitad, :

Tha Secretaty then fetd d lettey hick hitd heoh
récotved frotn Mr, Mahomed Sayed, the secittaby of
thé Boatd of Tridtees in Hitla, tcfideting hid
résigmatiotl, - THiM wdll receptéd with togrbt,

Mt M. 8. Wobkey, who {8 abotit to froctied to

* India, was dndnitrrotsly etetted to 1l the vitedoey
.cansed by the tesignation of Mr. Mahottied Sived. -
Bt wal nntnttimously aigrebd thit Me, M. d, Wookby

“ il another tenated ity India altnnld thptoach tha
“Dewan bf the Stite of Janjirt afd distig with hit
the ytestion of the fands helonging to the aheltty
which have not bbefi prld over 1o the Hodrd of
Prastecs, the resilt 62 gnchl interview to le dolft-
mailicated to the fvcicty hotd, . ,

The eldction of ofcofs for the enkiing yrat witd
left over, o = o

The meeting then terminated with & votb HE Elidihid

ta _,Ht_b,q_,pllaﬂ'._-—‘ﬂontrilmted. R .
FHAUR nd Fashified by Haktlel W, Gkt B PRaeih
. BH‘(EE%H . fﬁmri; Wil o .
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