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. 'NOTES AND NEWS

It wotld ‘b re-
Passiver Resistance

Magistrate at Dundéd,
nrembered that during -tho

Struggle, he presided at the -Bpecial Court when ’

Mahatma Gandhi was sentenced. Whilst~ delivering
jugdment, he expressed his sympathy with Mah#tma
Gandhi and paid due respects to the leader of
South African Indians, He leaves a widow, four
sons and two daughters “to whom_ wo offler our
sincers condolences,

! Semt————

We underatand that Dre. Malan the Minsiter for
the Interior hus written to the Sccretary Natal In-
dian Congress asking bim to send in the deputation
re the Borough Ordlmmce by-the end of the month
to Pretoria.

The Sceretary, Las summoned a 1neeting for
Saturday next the 8th instant at 3 p.m. at the Tamil
Institute, to consider and discuss the .Borough Ordi-
nance and to elect the members of the deputation,

« Mr, Ramsay MacDonald tendered his regignation
to the King. It was nccepted, and- M -Beldwin,
was shortly afterwards summoned’ to Buckmglnm
Palace by the King. : LN

-

An nrgent message des’patched by Reuter from
T.ondon at 7.30 on Thursday - mght annoances that
the composition of Mr. Stanley "Baldwin's Cabinet
has been officially published.

The Right Hon. L. C. M. 8. Amary has ,charge of
the portfolio of Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Lord Birkenhenad becoines Sceretary of State for
India. -

Mr. Winston Churchill is Chancellor of the E\_
cheqguer.

Mr. Austen Chamber l‘un is Seu'e_(ary of Stahe for
Foreign Aﬂalrs

o ———————

The Borough Police have been busy for some

- time' past distributing the forms in -all' parts of

Durban that are-to be compiled into a census when
they have been filled An, and the matler is now
being pushed forward in ¥iew of the fuct that
November 12 is the veturn ‘date when forms have

to be completed. The forms themselves are volu-

mincus, and are of separate design for Euvopeans,
Natlve , Asiatics and coloured persons.

Alettex_ has been lecewed by the South Coast
Juncton Health Cowmmittee, (European) from the

South Coast Junction area Indian Health Committee, -

notifying their, formation and assurivg the Public
Health- Comunittee of , their co- -operation in all
reasonable measures in matters of healtlr in the aven,
The Committee has replied welcoming their advent
which, it is felt sure, will be of considerable assis-

tance in improv mg the sanitmy condmous in certain
sections.

r

KD

E regret to leuud the gad demise of Mr.
\ J. W, Cross of Maritzhurg at one tiime,

The Secretary Mr. Ww. A. Powys has 1ssued the

_following notice by order of the' Committee and .

daled the Ist instint' ™ —Notice i¥*lereby :given that
the Public Health Rates for the Sounth Coast Junction
Avrea, a8 adopted by this - Commxttee. and applymg
to the following ;"

Dwelling Houses, Dwellmg Rooms, 'Hotels*h
Dairies, Grocers, Greengrocers, Chemists, Hair- -
dressers and Tobacconists, Verandah Stalls, Black--
smith and Wagon Malkem, Butchers, "Bakers,

" . Drapers, Eating Houses, Furniture Shops, Garages,

Motor and Cycle Shops, Jewellers, Markets, Out- .°
“fitters, Produce Merchants, Tea Rooms, Restaur-
ants, Wood and Coal Merchants, Beer Halls, Race-.
‘eourses, Factorles, other Industrlal ‘eoncern, anil e
Fisheries. )

are exhibited at the front of Chemlst’s shop p:emlses
in which this Committee’s Office is sitmated at. :
Clairwood, nesr to Clairmont Hotel and facing Main, -
South C‘oast Road, and will remain so -exhibited for"
at least seven days prior to their-being submitted . -

to the Administrator for consideration and approval.

. Thé official return issued by the Durban and Dis~-
trict Unemployment Committee for the week ended”
October 21, showe that, 240 /married men and 140
pingle men, representmg. with, the families of the”

-former, 1,079 persons in all, bive been supported by
.relief_works in. Durban.

Durban Corporatxon thas
provides for the Europeans but not.hmg' is being”
done for the out-of-work” Indmns.. This ls justlce
Wlthvengeance. . s e

‘One who is ﬂu_fdl'f . with ™ miatters of Province
finance expressed the opinion' to the -Natal Mercury
representative that- the solution which-- would . in-
evitably have to be resorted was the Province income ~
tax. This would probably be a _percentage of that

[ paid in income tax to” the- Union. Govemment per-‘

haps 10 per cent, with a minimum'of £1 or £1 10s;
This form of taxation is already in existence -
in. the Transvaal- and Free State, -“and,” .
added our informant with' an inscrutable _smrile, '
“it is very popular because the people know that by -
this meang they -afe- paying for ‘the eduecation of
their children a.nd the tcauung of then' t%chers.

P

:,

A mass meeung of the- Hmdoos was held on the

-2nd inst. at the Tamil Institutex -Délegates _from ”

many associations .of Natal+ “were® prégent. The

_object was to discuss- how to celebrate the Dayanand

centenary. A committee was appointed witlf power
to add with Mr. Bhawani Dayal- as'the chairman -

Mr. Satyadev as the secretary and Mr. B. A. Megm; as-
the treasurer. , -

Two i important resolutions addptéd by the CoutL

. cil-in-Committee on the subject of Indian housing -

appear in the. report of that committee. . Both
proposition were moved by Counc:llor Gilbert and.
read as follows ;—. .

S
Th‘tt 10 acres of land at the. redf” -of the Grey-

* ville ruhning sheds opthrestern Viei be reclaimed -
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- humasity tv-die a ndtiral death.
- groauing under the heels of thé little Englanders ;

for the' housing of muriicipul, coloured
yeea,"”

emplo-

- “That the cetates munager be authorised to inves-

tigate certain land and emdeavour to obtain an
option of purchuse for the housing of Corporation
Indians.” -

THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT'S DEFEAT
ABOUR Government defeated.  Liberals prac.
tically wiped out, Conservativea come in

- power with an overwhelming majority such
were the messages flashed vut by everybody’s friend
the Reuter. The Labour Party in England for the
fivst time came into power with the Rt. Hon. Mr,
Ramsay MacDouald at its lead. They ruled the
British Empire for about eight months with the help
“of: Mr. H. H. Asquith the Leader of the Liberals.”
Great things were expected of them and thore was a
feeling abroad that, contentinent in the Empire will
henceforth rule supreme.. The Labour Party.before
conjing into power hady promised to cure all evils
and. to, oreate. a new haven for those oppressed
‘members of the Empire. They -failed to redeem
what they had promised and acted in the’same man-
ner a8 their predecessors had done. They were not
able to evolve any new”scheme for the solution of
the upemployment problem ; they closed their eyes
to the tyranny, oppression and cruelty which were
being perpetnated on the unrepresented members of
_the British Empire. We had great hopes in the
Labour Government from what its responsible
leaders preached from time to time before taking

" their seatg in Downing Street. We never thought

that, no sooner they come in poswer, they will throw
their promises to the wind and allow the suffering
Ireland "is still

- Bgypt ie not free yet from- the.thraldom of the,

British Tommies ; India is still suffering brutally at
“the hands of sach paughty boys as Clive of old and

." the modern plunderers ; Indians in the Colonies are

- Beihg, starved to- death for .being British subjects

~ under the protection. (forsooth) of the Imperial

-

- without any feal™ of .obstruction from them.

Government, Labour Government failed to find a
solution to the above difficalties ; Liberals in the
past fared ms better ; the Conservatives who raled
the .Empire -from [tine to time under different

. leaders were also not able.to make any headway in

solving the sufferings of humanity who are dark in

. colow, To-day, under the leadership of Mr, Baldwin

the Conservatives have a majority who could wink
at the other parties and carvy out their programme
India
fears that her progress will be retarded and we have

" no doubt that she has good grounds' for her fears,

judging from tho past history of the Conservatives,
‘We are of the ‘opinion bhul:\a., gteam-rotler majority

for any parby is not 2 healthy sign, unless Baldwin's -

© .Governmoent prq’ves the exception. This leads us to

thé' question that, is Mr. Baldwin strong enough to
over rule the reactionary policies of the members of
his party, we doubt it In any case it is rather early
for uys. to form any opinion of Baldwin’s Government

until-such time as e are informed of those who

. that What the Labour Party.and the Liberals have

would'bei"'}isked-'tb-join his cabinet, Let us hope

faflod'}3p, “nccomplishing, - tho .Conservatives will

.‘s
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sncceed 50 that other conntrivs, und other nations
who are in the Empire will rejoice at the downfall
of the Labour Government, We the members of
the Indian community in South Alvica are dajly
being driven to u pusition whieh borders on sluvory
and the Conservatives if they are worth the salt will

. 8ee that our grievances and our troubles are retnoved
and that the high traditions of the British Empire -
is not allowed to be trodden down by a handful of
the Dutch farmers in this outpost of the Empire,

o —

COLOUR_-BAR IN COURTS OF JUSTICE

In an interview the Minister of Justice denied to
our correspondent on Oct. 20th at Pretoria siys the
Natal Mercury the statement purporting to emanate
from Natal that be is requiring lawyers of that Pro-
vinee to reglace their Indian clerks by Europeans,

.He has given no such instructions, but what he
has done, is to hemoan the practices of certain soli-
citors in sending Indinns and Natives as their agents
to issue summonses. This involves that the non-
LEuropeans mix with the Europeans, including the
white lady clerks who attend the Court Houses for
the same purpose on behalf of that more reputable
legal firma.

Protest and complaints have been addressed to
the Minister on this matter; the objectors urging
that, apart from the undesirableness of white girls
and men being required to mix with the Indians
and Matives, the Rules of Court, and the Supreme
Court Tariff are sufficient for the employment of
white labonr. -

It seems very doubtful whether the practice com-
plained of is legnl. In any case the Minister is ad-
viged that the only persén entitled to issne & sun-
mons i8 the saeing party or his attorney, no other
agent; the agent cannot depute his .funetion as, for
instance, to o olerk. °. ‘

The Minister has therefore asked the Maogistrate
of Durban to call 2 meeting of the Euaropean prac-
titioners in. Durban and intimate that he proposcs
to act on the reading furnished him, unless the prae-
tice complained of is desisted {ron.

It connot also be guestioned that it is in  the
interest even of Indian and Native messengers that
. they should not sorve summonses on Iuropenns for
it exposed them sometimes to unpleusant treatment
by white men who object to reccive a summons
from a non-Europeun, -

A cuse of assault thua oviginated not long ngo in
a Durban hotel, and if, as it bhappened, the attack
was largely technical, and the coloured deputy had
more of ingult than injury to put up with, he doubt-
- less did not Hke it, nor was it fair that be should
gnffer where his white principal was to blame.

The Mugistrate, it is worth noting, dismissed the
charye of assault on the ground that the Indinm
- declined to go round to the back of the hotel with
his summons, a request which the Bench held to be
quite a rensonable one, consitlering the nocial {éoling
of the Durban community in the matter of colour,

With respect to the Mcesgengor of the Court
officinls who draw large fecs and are well able to -
pay salaries of the European stundard, it happened
that these, so far as they ato found in the Province
of Nata), fall under that direct control of that
‘Minister. He is therefore notifying them that he
cannot assent to the employment by them of Nutives
and Asiatics in their oflices in mny capacity ufter
Dec. 31. . .

If, then, they are not prepured to accede to lis
views in that respect indicuted, he proposes to
cancel their appointment, The incident of the
aesault on the Indian deputy above referred to is
one of & class frequently oceurring which Auggest
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ditficelty of administering a colour-blind sysiem in
this eonntry.,’ -

The casicst line of equal treatment may be foand
in giving each race full rights and privileges in it8
own areas, bat restricted ones in the areas of the
other. In an Indian area, for instance, the Indians
might not only act as attorney’'s agents, bat become
atiorney’s themselves, and even judges. If we then
depend on Indian opinion in the areas referred to,
how far the Enropean lawyers got therein, the rule
for the legal calling will be that for all the others.

This broadly is the race-policy towards which the
present Ministry seems to be working.

Colonel Creswell implicitly laid it down in. his |

address to the Native Conference this morning.
Mr, Tielman Roos illastrated to me this afternoon
the mame principie by illustrating its application to
. the legal profession in the wax I have above shown,
and Mr. Pict Grobler declared a week or two ago for
an early demarcation by Purliament of areas in
which non-Enropeans might acquire land so as to
muke that policy practicable. -

(In refereace to the above interview with the
Minister of Justice at Pretoriz, dealing with Indian
clerks in lawyers offices, and the broader aspect of
Indizns in Government employ, we are asked 1o
state says the Nalal Mereury that no Indiam—depaty
messengers of Conrt in the Durban District are, or
ever have been employed in serving Counrt process
upon Europeans, a large Enropern staff being em-
ployed specifically for that purpose. In respect of
the case of assault mentioned which originated in a
Durbapn hotel, the colonred (Indian)} deputy con-
cerned was engaged in serving a summons upon an
Indian and not upon u European.)

INDIANS IN SOLICITORS' .OFFICES { -

The Government's policy of endeavonring to
provide additional openings for European employ-
ment is one that has the saupport of many-says, the
Natal Hercury in its editorial colnmns; besides their
acknowledged supporters, but someé of the methods
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much more. ¥hat he abjects to, and it is fair to
say what a considerable proportion of the European
public object to, is the extent to which Indian-
clerks are emploved in some legal offices, and had
he made an appeal to practitiopers to give their
clerical work as far as possible to Europeans it is
reasonable to believe that he world have received a
favourable response. It has to be remembered,
however. that most solicitors bave reasonable
grounds for retaining at least one Indian clerk in
their emplor. - The Indian is withont donbi the
most litigions section of our community and quite
a nomber of practitioners rely for their practice,
some even to & very considerable extent, vpon- Im-
dian clients. It is essential that there shall be com-
plete understanding between the solicitor and -his
client, and whilst no donbt many Indians have
sufficient command of English {0 carr¥y on a con-
versation, in matters where there is need of exactly
understanding a client’s desires, or of advising him
in detail as to the course to take, interpretation is
necessary to ensure that there is- no misunderstand:
ing. If -Mr. Roos suggested to solicitors that it
would have been alike in the interests.of the. pros
fession and of the European community if Indians
employed by them were restricted to interpretation
and similar work as far as possible, it is likely he-
wonld have secured a Jarge measore of agreement;
as it is he i8 likely to caunse only a certain amounnt-of
irritation, as in very few instances- indeed “will the
work in question -justify the engagement -of -an’
additional Enropean clerk, and it will in consequence’
provide an extra duty: to be carried out by the -
present staff. - e

. L. LS

' DR. MALAN ON THE INDIAN QUESTION _

rg A . W .
Some assurances of 'a very reassuring nature to

" the people of Natal in general and@ of Durban in

particalar were given to a Nalal Mercury represen-

-tative by the Hon. Dr: Malan, Minister of the In--

terior, whe as Minister of Education- has- been-
attending the Provincial Congress

by which it i3 endeavouring to achieve its ends are’ o Dm-ban ?“““g -
likely to create irritation rather than increase the
field it seeks to enlarge. Mr, Tielman Roos’ ~veiled
ultimatum to the' solicitors of Durban isa case in
point. Objection has been taken to the fact that a
number of local solicitors send Indian clerks to the

the present week. - . SR -
_ As the holder of three portfolics, it may be
assumed that Dr. Malan is at all times a“very busy .
man, and his vigit to Dar ban has by no means’ been
in the natare of a Test ¢ ure, for in addition toattend-
ing Conference whenever matters relating to''edu

magistrate’s office to execute the formality of issuing
a summons, which in effect amounts- to handing a’
document to an oflicial in the office and paving the_
necessary fees, it being stated that the Europeans
who slso attend the oflice for similar and other pur-
poses objeet to mix with the noo-Europezns, Al-
though these Indians are undoubtedly of a cluss io
. which no objection can be taken save on the ground

of ruee, and the difficulty conld easily be overcome
as it is in many public institutions and stores by the -

provision of a non-European ecunter.  Mr. Roos has
decided to proceed in quite a different fashion. . He:
is advised that under the rules of court the only

pemson competent to issae 3 suminons is the plain- -

uff or his attorney. and he proposes to carry ont the
law strictly, “unless the practice complained of is
- desisted from”; in other words he is quite willing to
wink at a breach of the rules if a Earonean is em-
ployed, but both his eyes will be very wide open if
an Indian carries out the work. It is hopeless try-
ing to increase the field for white lubour by subter-
fuges of this character. Itis a still more obvious
subterfuge because of the fact that even if the
solicitors refrain from sending their Indian clerks
to the magistrate’s office the admixture of European
and non-Enropean will be but slightly lessened, as
much other husiness takes all classes of the papula-
tion to this particular office,, If Mr. Tielman Roos
had been = little niore frank he would have achjeved

-y

cation were under discussion, he has met the Coun-
cil-in-Committee twice, received deputations wpos'
matters relatiig to public health, and also “inspected !
matters sach as Indian housing conditions that come'’
within his ken as Minister of the Interior. T
__TOWNsHIPS ORDIRANCE ~

Tt was.in regard to this latter subject that an ex. .

‘pression of opinion- was-songht from .the: Minister’

yesterday, and although he -impressed the fact that
it wis difficult to speak - of -the- matter at present.;
because it was before Government in the form: of:
the Townships Ordinance, he spoke as freely ag.-
possible under the circumstances. Regarding the
delay in giving assent to the Ordinance, the Minister- -
said it was submitted to -Parliament  dd¥ing the

session at & time of great: pressure of ,wirk, and at -
the time it was impossible to give the‘necessary cons .
sideration to it, whilst in addition'-a request -from: -
the Indian community was received asking that they -
be allowed to advance their views. It was felt that -

it wounld not be right-to assent to the Ordinance

without hearing both sides of the question, and so .
the matter was left over,.particularly as it was not

to take effect until- August of next year, which. sags

ge‘abe& there was no great urgency.. L
"At the same time,” continued- Dr. Malan,. “the
Government wishes to deal with this matterss soor
a8 posaible, and will take itz "decision towards the

ol T
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tnd of November after we have received the depu-
tation of Indians.’ I have given an nundertaking that

should the Government seriously consider vetoeing

. the Ordinance it will not do g0 until the Provincial
anthorities also have had an opportunity to Iny their
case before us—we must hear both points of view.”

- FOUNDATIONS LAID FOR SLUMS °

“Yesterday I spent several hours on the JIndian
question, speaking to officials and others connected
with the matter and having a look round,-and I

_think there is no doubt.the Indidn is encroaching
upon the Enropean. A very serious condition of
-affairs is'arising in the districts around Duarban, and
go far as I have been able to judge, the Indian who
-was formerly a. labourer in the sugar fields is now
flocking to the'towns’and their immediate sarround=
ings, and both from the points' of view of public

health and town planning this is creating a very

serious atate of affairs, - , .
*Here in Durban and district T find a more or less
similar state of affairs to that which obtains in the
Cape Peninsular, where the land around the towns
has been bought by companies and others and sub-

" divided into smaller plots withont any regard to
-future requirements; there are no allowances for
~ pquares, no provision for public buildings, nor even
for streetsa. In this way foundations are laid for

sluma; they must necessarilv become slums if this.

gystem is to continue unchecked. - As-Minister for Pub-
lic Health, I am taking steps to nse the power given
me by the Public Health Act, in consultation with
the Provincial authorities and the Municipdl author-
ities.. T
o TowN PLANNING NEEDED
An endeavour was made to induce the Ministerto
put a period of time upon the passing of the Town-
" sbips Ordinance, but he replied that the quiestion
~was rather too complicated to do that, peinting out
.that as yet there was no real anthority to deal with
the matter beyond the Provincial authority generally,

g0 that it might almost be said the matter was out,

- -of control. At the same time,” Dr. Malan added,
" *“the Public Health Act gives the Minister a great
deal of power, so that it will not be necessary to
introduce new legislation, while regulations under
the Act are at present being prepared which will
result in a greater .measure of control being exer-
" _cised over the administration of the Act.

-“In the Transvaal and the Free State there are

Town Planning Ordinances, but there: are none in
the-Cape and in Natal, so that here it will be neces-
gary for the Minister to exercise his powers. I have
discussed the subject with“the Administrator for the
Cape Province, and a Town Planning Ordinauce will
be introddced there next Session, while I am hoping
- that Natal will folléw suit, so that it will only -be
necessary for me to use my power under the Act in
. the meantime. There is no doubt, however, that-it
is & very serions question in Natal. -
LEGISLATION IF NECESSARY .
“Are you suggesting that it is already too- late for
the best results to be obtained,” was a query put to
the Minister in this connection, and he replied : “In
some instances I am afraid it is too late, and only
Parliament will be able to alter existing conditions,.
but T am certainly prepared to go as far as possible
even in that direction, and -am, in fuct, at present
discussing -the question with the Cape Provincial
" puthorities.  There the matter has been allowed to
- " continue for years unchecked, until an impossible
position has arisen. We are np against vested
‘interests, axtd legislation will be necessary, but the
,futnre must be safeguarded. .
" Dr. Malan expressed regret that at the present
juncture ke could not go further into the matter,
“but he reiterated his intention of utilising to the full
“the powers given him under the. Aect, and of not
- hesitating to ‘seek the powers of legislation whero
+ - Nedessary. e .

OPERATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
COMMITTEES

The Greenwood Park Committee brought to notice
of the Provincial Administrutor the question of
finance, at the conference held in the Mayor's
Parlour, Durban, on Aug. 14, 1924, At this con-.
ferencence the Administrator informed the Com-
mittees that, if they would send to him an estimate
of their respective expenditnre for-the first aix
months of their terms of office, the Executive Coun-

_¢cil would consider the guestion and would advance

to each Committee such sum as was within the
meaus of the Administration and as was considered
reasonable, Pursuant to this request the Greenwood
Park Committee sent forward a detailed estimate of

_ expenditare amounting to £550. In due course tho

Committee was notified that the Executive Council
could not advance this amonnt,” but were prepared
to advance a sam of £300 payable by six equal
monthly instalments of £50. The Committee, fnily
realising that the advances to be made by the Exe-
cutive Council were of necessity limited by the
amount still anexpended of the total placed on the
estimates for Public Health for the year ending
Mareh 31, 1925, agreed to accept the advance of
£300, but pointed out that they had been function-
ing since-July 1, 1924, and asked that the period of
six months be allowed to ran from the date. To
this the Administration offered no objection and
accordingly forwarded to the Committee a cheque
for £200, being for the months July to Octobor in-
clusive. - )

The quw'lsio'n of the validity of the Ordinance No.
7 of 1923 bulked largely in the earlier discussions

‘of the Committee and this subject was also fully

gone into at the conference on Aug. 11, 1924, when
the Administrator and Mr. W. A. D. Ruassell, M.E.C.,
both informed the conference that, whilst it wag not
competent for the Administration to give -the Com-

‘mittees any definite gusrantee or idemnity against

personal loss by members of the Committee, the
Execuative Council would, should the Ordinance be
‘held to be ultra vires, place an amount on the esti-
mates to re-imburse any personal loss and. would use
their best endeavours to induce the Provincial
Council to pass the Estimate. Realising the” posi-
tion of the Executive Counecil, and being perfeotly
satisfied as to the bona fide nature of the promise,
made, the Committen decided to carry on and they
wore fortified in this decision by the fuct that the
Ordinance had, before coming law, been upproved

. by the legal advisers to the Provineial Council and
" by the law advisers to the Crown .in Pretorin. The

Committee were slso informed thut the Attorney-
General of Natal had expressed the opinion that the
Ordinance was intra vires.

A very great deal of hard work has been put in by
the Committee in drafting regulations in connection
with rating, sub-division of land, erection of new
dwelling, etc., and these are now in l\[nritzburg
waiting sanction by the Administrator. o

They have discussed at very great length th

various methods of rating and eventually declded
-that this question and also the amount of the rite

to be levied for the yesr ending July 31, 1925, This
has not yet received tlie necessary sanction of the
Administrator, but it may be stated that the rate is s
very moderate one and probably much below that
anticipated by the majority of residents in the area.
Notwithsanding the low rate it will produce suffi-
cient revenue to meet the requirements of the com-
mittee. )

The Committee have caused a complete census of
the area to be made, inclnding inhabitants, bmldu'lgs.
animals, and land, and this -has naturally entailed
very ardous work on the part of the Secrotary, but
the information obtained is of the ntmost value and
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importance to the Committee, and has enabled them
to frame their estimates of revenue and expenditure.

As an instance of the importance of the fanction
of the Committee, says the report, it may be stated

that it came to their -knowledge that a certain-

individul was hawking fish and vegetables in the
district whilst actually saffering from leprosv in an
advanced stage. As a result of the action of the
Committee and co-operation in official circles the
individual in qnestion has been repatriated to India,
baving left *Natal some few days ago. Comment
on such case is surely superflona.

-

INDIAN VILLAGE AT CATO MANOR
S8TANDING COUNSEL'S OPINION

Mr. H. G. Mackeartan, K.C., the standing counsel
for the Borough of Durban, has submitted the
following opinion on re (1) Gray and Monzali,
(2) Acquisition of land outside Borough :—

These two cases are really one. 1 do not think
it necesmary to discuss whether under Law 27 of
1884 and Ordinance 7 of 1914 the Corporation has
" power to purchase land outside the borough, al-

though if it were necessary to give an opinion I
incline to the view that the Corporation are so em-
powered, provided the land ontside the borough is
reasonably necessary for the purposes of the -Cor-
poration. I may say, however, that I do not pro-
pose 10 discuss this because in the resolution of the
Town Council there is incorporated a reference to
Section 5 of Act 3D of 1920, and the whole resolu-
tion must be read subject to the limitations im-
posed- by that Act, because if there is any conflict
between that Act and the other two Acts referred to,
‘Act 35-of 1920 must prevaily, (See Segtion, 21.)
The matter must therefore be considered as if -the
Council is acting solely under Section 5 of Act 35
of 1920, - Under that it is only entitled with the
approval of the Administrator to acquire land for
the purpose of the construction of dwellings also
‘approved by the Administrator. Unless and nntil
the Administrator gives his approval to the purchase
of the land it is quite immaterial that the wounld-be
sellers have been advised, becange there is no con-
tract of pale pending the Administrator's consent be-
ing given. If he approves there is then a completed
rale, If, on the other hand, he does not approve,
there is no contract and no action lies at the instance
of the sellers against the Corporation. This brings
me to the other question, namely, whether the Cor-
poration is boand to submit details of its proposed
dwellings or scheme. In my opinion section 5 of
Act 35 of 1920 onty empowers the purchase of land
for Lhe purpose of a building scheme, and the posi-
tion would therefore appear to be this: If the Ad-
miniﬂtrs;tor is satisfied that the Jand is required for
the conmstruction of approved dwellings or an
approved scheme, he may give his consent to the
purchase of the land, which could then be- legiti-
mately purchased. But it could not be utilised for
any other purpose than the construction of dwel-
lings to be approved by the Administrator, or for a
scheme to be similarly approved by him. From the
. point of view of practical politics it would be peces-
.mry in the ordinary way for‘the Administrator;
either to be satisfied that buildings are going to be
_erected, in which case he could give his consent tp
the purchase of the land, and the corporation could
not, without belng interdicted, nse the land for any-

thing but these buildings afterwards, or the Admin- -

isttator wonid pe entitled tq require, before coR:
SEWRRE 10 the purebese of the Jand, fall detalls o
oruoh .

INDIAXS IN SOUTH AFRICA

It appears, says New India, that Mr. J, H. Thomas
stated at Pietermaritzburg that the Asiatic problem
is a subject of party controversy in South Africa.
This view i8 being sharply eriticised and we think
with very good reason. For, it is a fact, however
unwelcome it may be, that, with a few honourable
exceptions, the majority of whites -want to squeeze
out-the Asiatic rival in trade and, for racial reasons,
make his stay in South Africa as inconvenient as
posaible. The South African newspapers harp on
the position of untouchables in India and say that
Indian natiopals enjoy handsome treatment in the -
Union. The disabilities in India are social in char-
acter, not political, and éven they are.being removed
surely, if slowly. But that is no reason, why a
wrong should be repeated. Is there nothing else in
India than an age-long blemish which the enlight-
eried whites need copy? The Cape Times guggests.
that practical stepa shonld be taken to bring South
African and Indian Governments together for the
purpose of discovering a common view-point. But
we are not left in doubt as to what South Africa
demands, It is that India should consent to
speedier repatriation. This wonld be surrender and
no compromise, , ' LT

P
AN"ASIATIC ENTENTE
) RESULT OF CIvIL WAR IN CHINA

- The fuifilment of the dream of an Asiatic-entente,
says the London Correspondent of the Nalal Adver-
fsser, erobracing Russia, China, and Japan,, is said to
be a likely result of the civil war in. China and the
intervention of the Western Powers in China’s
affajrs - . : L

. The cqrnerstone of this entente has been cement-
ed by the reinforced friend-ship -between China and
the Soviet.  The leaders of Chinese thonght and the
vanguard of awakening and. independent Ching are °
coming to feel more and more that Soviet Russia is
their natural ally. The conviction is deepening
that-when China shakes off her legarthy of eenturies
of fendalism and attempts to unify her disintegrated
Empire, Russia’ will support her in the struggle to

- discard Western domination, both: economic and

political.: The result of questionnaire recently sub-
mitted to students at a great Chinese university,-
may be regarded as a straw showing which way the
wind is blowing. One question put to the students:
was “What nation do you regard as China's greatest
friend?” Among 800 anstvers, 400 specified Russia,
100 the United States, 200- snggested that China is
too weak {0 possess any friends abroad, and the
remainder indicated a miscellaneons assortment of -
foreign groups. T ~ - .
i BRIDGE ACROSS DIFFICULTIES - ~
Great importance is eaid to be attached to the recent. '
agreement between Moscow and Chapg-Tso-Lin; the
military ruler of Mancharia. This understanding,
‘which supplements the Moscow-Pekin Treaty, is .
-regarded as a probable bridge across the Russo-Japa-
nege difficulties: Chang-Tso-Lin—even though only
for expediency’s sake—is friendly with both Japan
and Russia, while he retains a far-reaching influence
in the affairs of China and may serve as the link to -
unite, Tokio and Moscow. The great obstacle to the .
formatiom of an Asiatic Entente is the deep-seated -
distrust of Japan, which still prevails in infinential
Chinese quarters. China has forgotten neither the -
notorious 21 demands, designed to transform China
intp a Japanese eglony, nor the Japanese amnexa-
tion of Shantung, OChina's profound enspiciy pf -
Japan's expansionist Bchemes must: be allayed hefgre
8_China-dapanese Entente in !

Wil P Rimxﬁ- Y

-Japsniode Entente in' yemefely pessible,
Marentan, ot futda & ast d 4R
| Villaic Wik SV o ey n%ut‘:m it



* important as the proper taking of diet to maintain,

256

INDIAN OPINION

November 7th, 1924

such a move would lead to Chinese donbts as to the
gincerity of Russian's friendship for China, The
Soviet Goyernment believgs that Japan js destined
soon to assame the liberzl role in China's develop-

ment, hitherto played by the United States. I

thia assumption is well founded, the Imsia for the
Asiati¢ bloc will be created,

. °.. “HINDI” DIWALI NUMBER

. We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the
Hindi Diwali Number, edited by Messrs. Bhawani

Dayal and M. Beethasea Maharaj, published and

‘printed by the former at the Jagrani Preys, Jacobs.
This annual nnmber of the Hindi ia always eagerly
sought for by those who are interested in the Indian
question. ‘This year’s nnmber far supercedes those
issned by this firm in the pdat. The general get-up
and the np-to-date matter containing in this issue is
a credit to this firm and its editors; and is of im-
mensge value tothe commaunity here and in India.
It not only contains nnmerons illustrations but also

messages from Minister's of the Union Government, |

editors of ‘prominent newspapers,  parsons, doctors,
Burristers, Town Councillors and leaders of Indian
thought; - These messages from responsible men and
women help to bring abont 2 better understanding

.between.the riulers and the raled and creates an

atmosphere congenial to & solution of the difficultica
which taxes our statesmen in this conntry. We
congratulate the editors and publishers on this most
useful production whick no doubt is an unpre-

cedented snccess. “The price i8 only 2/- per copy

and may be -obtainéd from the publishers or from
Kapitan's Tea-Room, Groy Street. . °
R Y T "

ETHICS OF ORGANISATION

{BY A VALUED COERESPONDET),

The consideration of what ingredients are re-
quired for.the proper conduct of an institution is as

one's life and health. = . ‘ .

The proper nunderstanding of both leads to a'living
organisation in one case and the- enjoyment of an
active, healthy state of mind and body in the other,

Organisation requires three essential fuctors. The
proper knowledge of work in hand, the wiil to do
it, and the measure of support it will receive from
people, Thesé three things assured, money although
important i of secondavy consideration, " Indivi-
duality of leaders, who organjse big ug well as small
thipgs, 18 also of considemble importance. Men
win or lose their battle in private or public life 18
they understand or misunderstand these essentials

- in thejr proper form. The proper maintenance of

a social, religious or_political fabric depends upon
organisation. . It is . s
How many bodies social, religious or poljtical go

- -under ihrough the disregard or misapplieation of
There is an old -

these essentinls that give success?
gaying that pnity is strength. This saying is as truo

e very life of our existence.

healthy and living organiams should he applied to
living orgunisation.

When we enquire into the conlitions of onp
organisations, important and nnimportaut, we find
that they lack cssentinla that are reqnired to give
them real life,

It seems that in the state of conditions in which we
are, organisations disorganise us, which in turn spell
disunity. There issomething mdically wrong with
thia state of affairs. The first essential, as we have
said, is that unleas people cultivate the art of
orgmnisation, the power, strength and erilurance to
maintain it no organisation can prosper, much less
carry on and complete to o success the work it has
imposed npon itself in a public canse, Before unity
of action can be achieved in a given direction
organiaation, in our opinion, must precede in on
proper lines,

" News in Brief

§

Large numboers of Swarajist leaders throughout
India, including Gandhi, assembled to consider the
situation arising from the Bengal arrvests. (andhi
travelled overnight from Delhi by a circuitons route
in order to avoid a demonstration. The conferonce
was very secret, and the proceedings are likely to
be protracted. It is understood that the conference
is at present examining available evidence on
awhich the Government presumably based the Ord-
inance, and will afterwards draw up a far-reaching
national progrimnme of protest mminst the Ovdin-
ance. .

—0—

The results of the eloction in Britain, says Reutor,
have been received in India with mixed feelings.
Anglo-Indians, generally, are pleased at the prospeet
of a stable Administration, and hope that the Indian
gitugtion, which is cansing’ incrensing anxiety, will
be fiemly bandled by the Conservative. Administra-
tiog. Indian political circles and the Indian Press
are almost nnanimously disappointed, and prophesy
& gloomy futnre for Indin under s “reactionary”
Conservative Government, The extremiataare pleased
to think that the Conservative regime will nlienate
the Moderates from the Government, thereby
strengthening the extremist ranks.

— —

An American physician (Dr. James Gwathmey)
¢laims to have digcovered an annesthetic consisting
of scopolmmnin and morphine in a solution of Epsom
sults that will make child-birth- hoth safe und pain.
less. His method i3 o variation of the “twilight
aleep” system, and he states thatas a result of it &
thonsuil babies have Lom in one New York hos-
pital in the last few montha without pain to the
mother or danger of poiséniny to the infants,  Bri-
tish medical authorities nwait further proofs before
endorsing Dr, Gwathmey's claims. .

-

C
Mary Patricia Wilson, of East Malvern, Melhourne,

was adjudged the best of the GO000 entrants in the
Empire Baby Competition. Her gqnalifications wers :
 Age : Two years eight months:
Height : 3ft. 13in. !
Weight : 2st. 3lhs.
Teeth : Full get 20.
Firat sat up : At gix months,
Fivst stood np : At 8% months,
Tirat walked : At one year,
A —_——
" &, John's, Oct, 25 (Renter).—The Nowfoundland
Clovernment hag deeidad to participate in the £in-
sive Eexhibition in 1023, )
L-;« ll-,:; ang Publ!:b‘cd*ba;ﬁ:;’lﬂ-ﬁ: (}nndhl t\; Fhanin
Friete 82 dststemens, Fooois, Keal, ,

.. a8 ig incontestible, but how many people understand
. these factors thas build up unity. Is it possible to:
think of unity without knowing the kind “of
materials requived to bnild unity? - o
Organisation must precede unity. Without it
unity js void, and becomes an empty. word. Paople
who want ynity forgetfnl of what requisites are
. ~wanted to make itup ery in vain. » Organisme. of
our pody because of their harmonised ovganisation.
“give ns sprongth, Disorganised or diseased organ-
isms.disgntegrate the body which hecomes feable
and incapable, and falls a victim to decay, Ita very
innate charactep of the organisms of ofir hody that
wived life, snd anything thap ratards Jt, meana death.
Ho 1t tn with living ovganlsationd, AJl thy hura
monised nonditions thup nre condngtive to good,
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