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COLONIAL SECRETARY AND CONGRESS

HE following is the statement submitted 13y
T the Nuta! Indian Congress to the Rt. Hon. J.
H. Thomas, P. C.. Secretary of State for the
Colonies on his recent visit to SBouth Africa:—
Sir,—We, the undersigned for the Natal Indian
Congress as representing the British Indian popu-
lation of the Natal Province, venture hereby res-
- pectfully to lay before you a statement of grievances
under which that popnlation labours at the present
duy. : .
It would be well nigh impossible to ndderstand the
Andian sitnation presently obtaining within this
Province unless the past in a measure be understood.
We wonld therefore crave leave to briefly trace the

history of Indian scttlernent in this ontpost of the

Empire. More than sixty-fonr years ago, Sir George
Grey, the then Governor of the Cape paid his first
official visit to Natal. The Corporation of Durban
presented the distinguished visitor with an Address
of Welcome, and if that historic docoment conld
now be resurrected from the Municipal archives, it

would be found to contain this memorable request :— -

“Independently of measures for developing the
Lubour of our Natives, we believe your Excellency
will find occasion to sanction the introduction of a

limited'number of coolies. or other labourers from

the East, in aid of the new enterprises on the Coast
lunds, to the success of which sufficient and reliable

_E'Uabom- is absolutely essential: for, the fict cannot be
too strongly borne in mind that on the success or
failure of these rising enterprises depends the ad-
vancement of the Colony or its certain and rapid
decline. Experimental cultivation has abundantly
demonstrated that the issne depends solely on a
constant sapply of labour,”

In respounse to the fervent prayer, Indian Iabour-
ers landed in the infant Colony on the 16th day of
November 1860, and in view of the, Centenary re-
cenily celebrated of Euvopean setilement in Natal,
it may be observed incidently that & few years.

- passing the Indians themselves would celebrate their
own “Centenary” in South Africa. '
., As stated, British Indians landed on the shores of
Antal so far back a8 in the year 18360; and what that
advent has meant to Natal, let one of her own
illustrious sons spenk. Speaking.in the old Natal
Jegislative Assembly in July 1908, Sir Liege Hulett
thus delivered himself :—"The condition of the
Colony before the importation of Indinn labour was
one of gloom, it was one that then and there threat-
ened to extinguish the vitality of the country and it
was only by the Government assisting the importa-
tion of labour that the country began at once to
‘thrive, The Coast had been turned to one of the
most. prosperous parts of South Afriea. -They counld
not find in the whole of the Cape and the Transvaal
what conld be found in the Coast of Natal—10,000
acres of land in plot and in erop—and that was en-
tirely due to the importation of the Indians. Durban
was absolately built up on the Indian population.”
Festimony respecting the worth and value of Indian
introduction into this Province might be quoted ad
infimitum, 14 i8 incontrovertible that but for the in-
troduction of Indian labour, Natal would hardly

‘Rt. Hon. J. C. Smats. ,

the

ever have experienced her undoubted prosperity
and progress of the present day. Her name of the
“Garden Colony” and the “‘Brighton of South Africa”

- have been gained for this Province and this town,

by the Indians and the Indians alone. Bat- times
have changed and men and manners have changed,
and the man who has by the sweat of his brow,’
supplied the essential life blood for the redemption .
of a primeval wilderness to civilisation stands to
bereft of the very character of a British Citizen.”

We would crave your attention to a study of this
transformation—how the pioneer Indians from. being-
snbjecta of His Majesty the King, with capacity to
attain in this part of his realms, to the fiillest stature -
of citizenship, to-day stand deprived of their
capacity, .

It will be within the knowledge of the present
Imperial Secretary for the Colonies as also the mem- .
bers of the Empire Parliamentary Delegation, how -
at the Imperial Conference of Premiers held in Lon-
don in the year 1921, a resolution according equal
citizenship to British Indians in the Dominions was -
unanimously accepted, South Africa alone dissenting,
her rejection of the;re‘solullsion being expressed by no -
less an anthority than the Union ex-Premier, the

It now remains for us to analyse briefly how one _
particular representative of this Commonwealth of
the Empire has been able, as with one stroke of ‘the

pen, to denude the entire¢ Indian population of this

Dominion of the very character and capacity of
British subjects. The developmenis leading to this
loss of status by the South African Indians are
deeply interesting. South African Indians have for
long now existed as independent subjects of the
South African Union, not from their own choice,’
however, but by compulsion. In handing over this
sub-continent to South Africans on the consnmation
of the Union, Great Britain' simultaneously passed
over her quondam Indian subjects, body and soul
into the keeping of the newly Hedged Dominion.
The local Indians had no lot, part or parcel in the
transaction, they. being thrown in as a “free gift”
with the passage of the South Africa Act. They had
o determining voice in ‘thei transition from Im-
perial subjects to subjects of South Africa, their
change of status being effected without reference to
tliem or their Government. The stroke ‘of thé pen
that sanctioned the South Africa Act was also the
stroke of the pen that denuded them of their Im-
perinl character.. Indians landed in thig sub-conti-
nent as Imperial'subjects in the year 1860, and for
50 years preserved their Imperial character, that is,
to the date of the Union. That statns shonld have -
been considered and set at rest as to the future dur-

. ing the passage of the Sauth Afriea Act. The agents

engineering the Act through the- Imperial Parlia-
ment either lost sight of that apecial community of
Indians permanently settled in - South Africa,- or
conveniently avoided the fact of their existence. -
Thus it is seen that the British Indians in South
Africa, without their voice or  view being ‘heard,
have been reduced to0 a condition in an ontpost of
Empire wholly without Imperial status by -
i i ' -
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which they were once chameterised.  And that con-
dition has been furiher agimavated by the fack that
the Indians’ own Governwment, iie., the Government,
of Indiz itself is constitutionzlly powerless to ad-
vocate any measure of protection for the South Afri-
can Indiane, The truth thus broonght out applies,
of course, to the entire Indian population of South
Africa, of which population, the bulk is presently
gettled in the Province of Natal, :

Having thus briefiy set out the general Indian
gtatus thronghout the TUhioh, we woull now beg
leave to an enutnetation of the specific grievances
and wrongs laboured under by that larger popula-
tion, the Indian settlers of Natal. .

Prior to the year 18396, the Indian population of

_this Province siffered no special dimbilities based
upon racial considerations. That fateful year, how-
ever, marks the furning point in the history of In-
dian political progress and advancement in Nntal.
In that year was introduced the Act No, 8 of 1396
entitled “To amend the Lawn relating to ¥Franchise,”
whereby persons who not being of Enropean origin
or Natives ot descendants in the male line of Natives
of countries which have not hitherto possessed elec-
tive representative institutions founded on the par-
liamentary frunchise were prohibited from being
‘placed upon the Parliamentary Roll. '

The Indian commnunity even in those early days,
sensing untold difficultivs to flow in the future by
Imperial sanction of a measure go sweeping, present-
ed their united protest, both to the local and Home

- anthorities. :

The measuvre, 2ll prayers, petitions and protests
notwithstanding, thereafter received the Imperial
ganction and was duly promulgated as Law. '

"The Natal Colony having by this measure planted
its first poisoned dart into the very vitals of Indian
political life, the rest of the Colony’s action towards
decimatitig Indiin rightsand privileges was s matter
of the -ntmost- ease~- The -community - having-thos
swiftly been deprived of ita vote and voice was all
too feeble to assert itself in the succeeding assaults
launched against it from doy to day.

The first of such measures was directed against
the commercial and economic progress of the Indian
community. An act entitled “To amend the Law
relating {o livences to wholesale and retail dealers”
was passed in the year 1897 ns Act No. 18 of that
year. Though ostemsibly of general application this
mensure was administratively explicited to the ntter
detriment of the Indion community. By its relent-
ness working in relation to Indian traders, that
particular section of the Indian community wus re-
duced 'to & position precarious, commercially, be-

“yond all reckoning. Firnancislly, the Law in its
course involved the commuuity in the loss of thou-
sands of pounds sterling, int the commnuity’s ail tco
vain endeavour to withstand thé destructive effects
and results of ite operation. It i8 but stating mildly
to say that since this Law found its place upon the
Statute Book, the commercial section of our com-
munitv has known neither rest nor peace,

The wild ery of the Indinn vote swamping the
European which was produactive in the yeat 1896 of
the Franchise Law affecting Indians adversely, was
raised in later years it an even more exsggerated
formw when the cry went forth that the Colony was
in danger of being swamped by Indian immigration.
All the facts aud figures proving the contrary not-
.. withsanding, the Natal Legislature embarked upon
an Immigration Restriction Law which, again osten-
sibly of general application, was employed ex-
clusively to largely reatrict lawful Indian immigration
into the Colony. It is not too much to say that the

present total exclusion of Indians from the Fnion

finds its foris ef origo_in the tn-British Natal Ach. Ag-

Imperial uuthorities areé only too well 3“’.‘.*"."-

" nouncements have been made.

IPslinn immigration to this ontpost of the King
megror:s realms hus ceased in fuct and In. truth
co!mtl_tlitmga MTnhg:edcommenmry upon the loud
principle of eqnal om and libe
within the Empire. iy for all people
Indian immigration having thus been definitely
exclnded, one would have thought that the Indiamns
might count wpon a period of vest and respite. But
the fajes would appear to have ordered otherwise.
It“:as now decreed, that as the numbers of ‘the
Indian popalation had been setiled, their progresn
a8 a people a‘honld be circumseribed. With this
obv_lons intention, various menasures, ali having for
their object the ultimate emasculation of the Indian
community, were from time to time promulgated.
Reference must now once again be made to the sub-
ject of Immigration nnder the general law, by virtne
whereof subsidiary enactinents and ministerial pro-
One result of the
general law has been the prevention of inter-provin-
cial migration, which ficility had always been
asured to Indians previous to the Union Immigra-
tion Law. This restriction of large numbera of In-
dians to their respective Provinces hns, as can be
readily seen, brought with it, ite own train of evils,
the chief of which it may be mentioned, was the
appearance of the increase of the Indian population
in the Natal Province which congestion would never
have resulted, had the Indian community been
afforded the facility for natural expansion and in-
ternal migration. It would thus be seen that the
cry of European Natal and indeed of the Union
generally, as repards the congestion of Indians, is
that of the wolf and thelamb drinking at the stream;
Itis & result of the conscious action of Europeans,
that Indians have become congested in the Nutal
Province: and yet the unreasoning ory is t at the
Indian population in Natal is incrensing ln measuve
and volume to the danger point of swamping the
white community. "Thus instances could be multi-
plied of the Europeaus baving firet oreated a grave
problemn and thereafter laying the chavge at the door

- of the Indian community.

‘We have said a mometit ago thut getve enachinents
and declarations have flowed from the genmeral Im.
migration Law, One such ministerial declaration is
the extraordinary one that all Indians qua Indians
are unsoited on economic grounds to the require-
ments” of the Union, which decluration, it worda
have any meaning, can only be interpreted to moan
thot the 350 millions of Indis, constituting thvee-
fourths of the Emplre's population, are devoid of tho
moral end social virtues wherefor persons other than
Indians, have been accepted ns members of the socinl
fabric of South. Africa, (vide Ministevial Order

| “4. (1) reading, “Any snch person us is deseribe

in any paragraph of this sub-section who enters or
i, found within the Union, or who, though lawfully
rasident in ong Province, enters or is found in an-
other Province in which he s not lawfully resident,
ghall be & prohibited immigrant in respect of the
Union or of that other Province (us the cose may be),
that is to say—(a) any person or olass of persons
deemed by the Minister on economic grounds or on

- account of standard or habits of life to be unsuited

ta the requirements of the Union. or any particalar
Province thereof.” ! ‘ : :

" As illustrative of the policy of destraction of In-
dlan interests by theé raling anthority, might now
be adduced the “Durban JLand Alienstion Ordin.
ance 1923,” passed by the Natal Provineial Council;

This measure carries one step farther the avowed

Enropean policy of circumseribing Indian rightes
The meagure unreservedly places in the hands of
the Town Councils, {he power to dispose of Borough
lands at the whim and faney of sach Councils to
Europeans, Indians and Natives whether in freehol

 or leasehold. Practical working of such diseretionary

powers have sutticiently testified in the past that
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Indian righta invariably soffer if as a fact such
rights are not even sacrificed in the interests of ‘Eu-
ropeans. It need hardly be obeerved that under the
powers assured to Town Conneils by this Taw, it
would be competent for the authorities to declare
categorically that no land was available for Indian
occupation within a Municipal Borongh., The deli-
berate announcement mude by a committee appoint-
ed in Dorban a while ago to inquire into this and
germane matters, was that within the whole spacions
area of the Darban Borough, about one and a half
acres were available for Indian ocenpation ! Evi-
dence of the employment of discretionary powers
to the utter detriment of Indian rights conld hardly
be more conclusive. .

We would now come to what is without doubt the
most anconscionable departure on the part of the
anthoritics for the annihilation of [udian claims and
dues, nay for the destruction of their very self-res-
pect. The Boronghs Ordinance No. 18 of 1924
passed by the Natal Provincial Coancil and now
awaiting sanction of the Governor-General-in-Conn-
cil fa, it ia stated with every sense of responsibility,
the last word in un-British legislation. It is diffi-
cult to conceive how representatives of the British
race with their instinctive traditions for fair and
even déaling as between man and man, could so far
forget themselves and a1l that their race stands for
" &8 to amsociate themselves with a measure, at once so
un-Christian and so un-British. A detailed analysis
of this measnre has been prepared for the informa-
tion of the Union Government, but we woald con-
tent onraelves here by allnding to just one or two of
ite deplorable features, Indinns within the Muni-
cipal Boroughs, possessing the required qualifica-
tions, might, before this Law, claim to be placed, in
common with other sections, upon the Bnrgess
Roll. Thia right had accured to and was claimable
by Indians from the very beginnings of municipal
life within the Borough of Darban, The Ordinance
now demands that no further Indians be placed on
the Burgess Roll as and from the first day of July,
1924, the naked truth of which provision being that
a right which existed for the Indian community for
decades past is denied to them by this Ordinance as
with a stroke of the pen. Thus the declared policy
of the authorities would appear te be one mnot only
for the denial of future nrights, but the even more
grievous wrong of taking away the existing rights.
It wonid be difficult to discover in all the pages of
British Oolonial expanston, an act of epoliation more
deliberate and anconscionable.

A seoond feature of this. same Ordinance is the
plemmry diseretion which it oonfers mpon trade
Hoensing anthorities. We have declared already
how discretionary powers vesting in the anthorities
have invariably besn emploved to the undermin-
ing of Imdian interests. And it is bat labonring
an obvions troth toway, the Bill be coming Law, ereh
disoretionacy powers wonld be used relenticesly
apaintt the Indian commanity.

{t wuy here be introdnoed incidently that a
thort while previensly to the introduction of the
Boroughs Ordinanse. 8 measare mo less nnjuost,
having for its object the eliminstion of Indian

francirise vights - the wvarious ' Towmshipe was
thrioe introduced inte the Provincial Comnncil agd
g often refected by the Governor-General-in-Comn-
We huve -gbserved in this connection thata de-
trilod snslyeis of the Boronghs Ordinsuce had been
propared for ocensideration of the Governor Geaersl
and we feel that we cantet de betier than append
hereto that vommunication 0 extenso for ROUr OWn
enlighitcnment and information. - .

Our next veference womld be the' Public .Health
Ordinance passed by the Natal Provincial Couneil Y

Provincial Administrators have had conferred upon
their powers for administrating the requirements
of that Aet. Buat the local Puoblic Health Ordin-
ance alithongh a child of the Parent Act, confers
upon the Administrators whereby these officials
may appoint committees to earry out its provisions,
Since the personnel of these Commitéees to be
recruited from the body of the Parliamentary
Voters, and since Indian residents do not exercise
such rights, the latter perforce cannot find their
way uapon the personnel of soch committees.
The inevitable result would be thata committee of
intereated Earopeans would have within the palm
of their hands the fate and destiny of the entire
Indian community. o
. We do not, desire to increase the length of. this.
statement by enumeration of our numerous other
wrongs and grievanced. The above list would
sufliciently lay bare the exisling situstion g8 effact-
ing the Indisn community and the dark dangers
looming before them for the near futyre, Sufficient
has been said however to show thai the Sputh African
Indians exist to-day wholly withont. 8 protecting
arm. Nothing more pathetic and hopeless eould be
discovered in all the hisjory of British Colopial
expausion than the abandonmenf of the South
African Indiass -by the Imperial Government, a
betrayal of sacred trust at the behest of white set-
tlera. The shandonmentis 8 weak copcession to
the clamour of the white Colonists, nay, it is more;
it is by way of sacrificing the very birthsight of
those not of your own flesh and blood for the
bhappiness of your own kith and kip, for it need
hardly e empbasised that if the Sonth African
“Indian community had been 3 . while sopmunity
instead, that community would labpyr ander po
such grievances as above, but being a people with-
out vote or voice in Imperial affairs, that incapacity
‘has provided the Jway; as- it were, for the Imperial
authorities to abandon meto our fate in this land

- with suel .consummate -easa, - Swoch- Imperial -eon—

duct appears as slrange Tulfilment of the graut
Tndian Magna  Charéa, the Indian.Proclamation of
1385 isswed by that troely Imperio]l Sovereign
Queen Victaria of blessed memory: “We hold
onrselves bound .to the Natives of oyr Indian
territories by the same obligetiop of duty that
bind us o all our ofher subjects and those obliga-
tion by the bleessing of God, we shall faithfully
and conscjentiously fulfil,” . , ,

1t should not be difficult to see in the Iight of the
Indian gitnation in South Africa how one of the
greatest Charters granted by Great Britain has been
reduced to something less than the proverbial
gcrap of paper. We would say fhat the Indjan
pooples of this Empire are ruled nob by the swopd
but by their own faith, hope and frpst, and it speaks
volumes far the gincerity of these virtmes when in
the face of the grestest hefrayal which the Indian
Empire has ever known, Indians a1l the world over
can yet look fo their King Emperor with respect
and veneration, . ‘

In conclusion, we venture fo reguesf thut Fom,
Sir, may be pleased to convey these; our sentiments,
to the members of the Jmpenial Cabinet and fo
place before'—lthat,‘august ody, parficulars as am-
bodied in the present statement. We are only too
painfully aware that the British Ministry is wholly
powerless to rally 10 eur rescme by smy direct
action, Buta few years ago, the Tmperial Govern-
ment eoeld give ms any and every proteetion.
To-day they are powerless to raise a finger in the
interests of their once Indian Charges in South
Afirica. While a8 4 nesult of dhis complete helpless-
mess of Goeat Britain, Bouth African Indians etepd
on the brink of their death smd desemciion, the
impeninl sathorities must endesvenro justify their

- ond mow dely prewmnlguted us Law. Under the ]
Provisions of the Pablie Health Act of the Union,

nnapwiahle pesition. What the fwbuse of the
{ndisn commenity is to be no one «can $all, butif
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the past and the present gerve a8 a guide to the
future, then years need not elapse before a large
and important community, settled well over half a
century in this snb-contnent, is faced with the
total annihilation or what remains of that com-
muanity is reduced to a race of despised and
dejected children of political helotage, '
We beg to remain, Sir,
Most obediently yours,
V. LAWRENCE,
Vice-President.
SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE,
V. 8. C. PATHER,
Secretaries.

» - ————————————— e g — "
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NOTES AND NEWS

- REUTER’S message from Delhi dated Sept.
28 states :—At the opening of the Conference

- in which representatives of 300 religious com-
maunities in India ar¢ taking part, with the object
of removing the friction between Mahommedans
and Hindus, Mahomed Ali, the leader of the
Khilafat Nationslists, referred to the pettiness of
the quarrels between these two elements, and dec-

lared thatmlgmirm,wnsﬁhe,omi;;::tiﬁ%n. The

- ‘Conference placed on 'record the™T r's deep
grief at Gandhi's fast (on account of these troubles),
_and authorised the "chairman to assure him that the
country would do its utmost to enforce his prin-
ciples, and requested him to break his fast. The
_Motropolitan of Indig, who is the Bishop of Calcutla,
has written to Gandhi urging him to abondon his
fast, lest it should lead to fatal consequences, which
would estrange rather than conciliste men,
dhi has not yet agreed to discontinue his fast or
take part in the Conference.

“-Dellii,; Sept. 29.~Gandhi in & Jetter to” Motilal,

the new chairman of the Conference now sitting
_with a view to overcoming -the hostility between
Mahommedans and Hindus, says he (Gandhi) is
unable to Ureak his fast as requested by the Con-
‘fence, as liis religion has tanght him not to break a
vow, :Dealing with the causes of his fast, Gandhi
‘gays the non-co-oporation movement was not con-
ceived in hatred or ill-will towards a single
Englishman, On the other hand, its nou-violent
character was intended to conquer Englishmen by
love. It had, however, not achieved that resnll,
but, on the contrary, had led to hotred and ill-will
amongst themselves. His fast wus a matter be-
tweeri himself and God, but if he reached the
 erisis in which choice lny between death and God,
he would break his fast. The Subjects Committee
.of the above mentioned Cornference passed a resola-
tion deploring communal differences ending in loss

- of life, burning of property, and desecration of

places of “worship; expressing stronly the opinion
that ib- is unlawfnl and irrveligious for anyone to
take thé law into his own hands, and enjoining that

" all* differences be rveferred to arbitration, failing
"which they should be referred to 1'il.l‘law cou::t.——"

Router. ‘. ‘ , o

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee has forwarded the follow-

ing cable to Mahatma Gandhi, Delhi:—
‘Sincerely endorse Conference resolution break
fast.” :

London, Sept. 20—Sir D. M. Dulal, Indian High

. Commissiner in London, who was appointed in Jan-
< uary, 1923, has resigned.. It is reported that this
- vegignation i8 due to differences with the Govern-
ment of Indis. Indian extremist newpapers allege
that he did not recéive the proper support from the

Gan-'

India office, and insinunte that his resignation is due
to efforts which were made to force bim to purchase
stores in England, rejmrdless of cost. An officisl
explanation has not yet been given.—leuter.

Johannesburg, Sept. 30th (Reuter), Imine.liate
reform of a drastic character in the Insolvency law
of the country is contemplated by the Union Govern-
ment, says the Slar, A Draft Bill is alrealy in exis-
tence, and shonld it eventoally find ita way on to
the Statute Book it will mean: (1) The appoint-
ment of a Public Trustee with jurisdiction over ail
insolvency cases : (2) The control of all insclvency
estates by this new Government official until it has
been proved that they are in no way fraudulent or
irregalar ; or (3) Gaol withoot the option of a,
financial penalty for anyone found gailty of fraudu-
lent insolvency.

Capetywn, Sept. 30 (Renter).—"It is only when
one gets among people who werk among Malays that
one realises the serionaness of the awful scourge
which is ever pregent amongst us, the betryal of our
girls, the sedacing of them and bringing of them
under the influence of Islam. It iy going on every "
.day in Capetown and the saburbs,”  Such were the
.words used at the Diocesan Synod lnst night by the.
.rector of Maitlund, the Rev. Caradoc Davies, and the
rector of Claremont, Danon Hext. spoke in a similar
strain. Enam Talip, the High Priest of Islam in
Capetown, strongly repudintes these assvrtions, how-
.ever, and challenges Mr. Davies to show a single
'enwe in which a white girl bus been foreed agminst

“her will to denonnee the religion of Christ and join

the Mahomedua faith. Cases had, however, oceurred
in which girls who were almost white had fallen in
love with Maluys and changed their faith that they
might be married. He knew also of Mulay givls

_who had married Christian, men, and thore wiw as

much cause for complaint on one side ns on
other, .

tho

- —_—————

WHITE MAN'S JUSTICE TOWARDS BLACK
RACES

In another column we reproduce a report of o
pative girl's death caused by & white mun’s w[nip-
ping. Following ave tho comments of the Nalul
Adverlisor on same —

We hope must, if not ail, of onr reader * mwrked
well and inwardly digested” that account from
Standerton we published yestevduy wherein o local
farmer was punished for cousing a native yirl's
death. We make no apology for repeating t.lw‘,'a.
story in ite essential ontlines, A well-known youny .
Dutch farmer of the district heard that a native
girt who had deserted his service previously was on .
his farm at a native kranl. He thereupon drove to
the kraal in guestion, brought the girl buck to his
honse, whipped her with a strap and tied har by the
neck with reims to a eart and beams in his wagen
house. An hour later she wns found in a kneeling
position with her hbad hanging forward, 8he’ way
dead. Evidence for the defence showed there wns
three inches of play hotween the girl's neck'unq
the reim so long as she remained standing upright,
while the district surgeon teatified that the decensed
either fell forward ina fuint or delibew}u?ly cotn-
mitted suicide. His own considered opinion wud
that deceased must have collapsed, owing possibly
to the fact that she had been driven t_hre_u milcs, wus
tired sand hongey, and after the whipping she had,’
fainted. . T .

The jary returned 8 verdict of guilty of cominon
uggault, and Mr, Justice Gey vun Pittius, who pre-
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sidend over the Cireait Coart, sniposed a senlenre of sir
sreeks’ smpresonmend with hard labour,

Now, we talk a great deal abount the Eatives in
this country, and prople ask perpetually, “ What ix
the nativs queslion "  We answer unhesitatingly that,

fundamentally, /s i3 the native gquestion. Think

for o moment this nitive girl had been a little white

* ¢hild, understanding little about the law of desertion
and not yet broken in to the economic sysiem which
demuands people—most people—shall work for “their
livelihood. Suppose, too, a master shonld go and
bring such a child back, whip it, and tie it by the
neck to heams in a darkened room where was a play
of three inches between standing up in a rigid posi-
tion and strangulation. .
died a8 a consequence, and died within an hour . . .
what would we all say ? The answer is pretty clear
in onr own minds. There wonld be no talk aboat
common sssrnlt, met by an almost nominal panish-
ment.

Well ¢ |

What's the good of talking about settiing native
problems in this country when a jury can sit and
have this tale unfolded to them and can mumble.
abont * commeon assault ' What's the good of Gene-

}ml Hertzog preaching about treating the subject
races with justice when one of his own henchmen,
Mr. van Pittas, can calmly review all this evidence,
can see in the mind's eye the'timid child, the

" escape, the caplare, the indifference to the law which
provitex for desertion, o fhal nons need resorl lo sum-
mary and illegal punishmend for if, the whipping, the
fright and pain, the haltering, almost as terrifying
to a juvenile mind as an actual execuntion, and then
the callous return to his own quarters of the young
farmer, no doubt highly pleased with himself and
his nstute recovery of a human chattel; what's the
pood, we say, of canting about treating the native
justly when a judge of a British Court thinks six
week's imprisonment for comimon assanlt (the same
sentence one might get for hitting 8 policeman big
enough to hit back) will meet the circamstances !

Y This sort of thing is no good at all; and nntil pab-
lic opinion gets a different orientation on these
matters all will go ill with us in our relationship to
the black man, If the native—the grown native—
is a child to us, what must his own little ones be ?
And if we must treat him with great understand-
ing—as at once his guide and protector—how ought
we, with a hundred times more care, watch to see
his children get a fair deal from those to whose care
they are committed. We sa2y delibzrately that a jury
und-judge who can view snch a horror as this with
indifference are equally nafitted to weigh np and
administer the law to subject psoples : and that it is

t our peril we entrust these funections to them.

or, bear in mind, this case is no exception. We
have called attention, with a monotony all too fre-
quent, to case after case where a veritable travesty
of judgment haa been mated out in the cases of
offences against the safety of the native: and there
is only too muach reason to fear that the old Datch
idea of chattel rights in the kifir is as strong as ever
it waa, While thisattitnde is winked at, it is simply
clotted nonsense to talk” uhout solving the native
problem. At the root of that problem lies the obli-
#ation to show rather more than less even-handed
jnstice to the black'min thin we show at times to
our own. Persnade him yon want to deal jastly hy
him and no question iy insolnble, Persuade him,
ou the other hand, that even in matters of elemen-
'tary hamanity there is one law for the black and
another for the white, and the whole mockery of
white sapposed givilistion Hecones manifem,

And euppose that child .

WHIPPED AND TIED TO -CART
NATIVE GIRL'S DEATH
STANDERTON FARMER SENT TO PRISoN

The Courthonse at Standerton was ecrowded
when Mr. Justice Gey van Pitting, presiding at
the Circuit Conrt, began the hearing of a charge of
calpable homicide .against Leonardus Johaunnes
Jobuschagne, a well known yonng farmer, of Ron-
davel, in this district. Advocate R. W. Tindall
prosecuted, and Advocate Gerad Maritz, of Pretoria,
appeared for the dccnsed. ’

The Crown case was that acensed on May 4 heard
that & young native girl, who had deserted his ser-
vice previously, was on his farm at a native kraal.
Accused thereupon went to the kraal, accompanied
by a brother of the girl, brought her back to his
house, where he whipped her with a strap, and tied
her with riems to a cart and the beams in his wagon
house, where she was subsequently discovered life-
lem- o . . .

Evidence was given by a native nmfaan to the
effect that about an hour after the deceased had been
tied in the wagon hounse he peeped through the
door and saw her in a kneeling position, with her
head hanging forward. After a short while he saw
her in the same ‘position again, and reported the
matter to his master, the accused, who thereupon
opened the wagon-hounse door and tried to resnscitate
the deceased. - -

ReEmM RounNp NECK

Cornelins Janse Koen, & neighbour of the accased,
stated that while he was on a visit to the acensed on
May 4, a message was received to the effeat that the
native girl was in a kneeling position in”the wagon
house, and he accompanied accused and fonnd de- °
ceased leaning forward in 2 kneeling position. One.
reim had been tied round deceased’s neck and
attached to the hand-rail of & Cape carf, while
another tied her hands behind her back. and was *
attached to a beam about six and a half feet high.
There was still about three inehes of play between
her neck and the reim. Acecnsed spoke to her but
on receiving no reply, s2id ° “My God, Qom Cor-
nelins. The girl is dead ! They then left the body -
in the same position, and accused procezded to town
for the purpose of reporting himself to the police. -

After it had been explained how the reim was
tied to the Cape cart, the Judge and jury inspected
tge cart, and varions witnesses gave their impressions
there. ‘ v

Replying to Advocate Maritz, Head Constable
Pannall stated that if deceased had remained in a
standing position she wonld not have died.

Dr. H. C. Simmons,- district surgeon, gave evi-
dence of the visit to the wagon house, and corro- -
borated Head Constable Pannall's evidence of the
position of the body. He discovered death to be -
due to strangulation, and rigidity had already set in.
If deceased had.stood straight there would have
bzen no strain on the reims, but she either fell for-
ward i a faint or deliberately: committed suicide,
It was most dangerous fo have tied the reim round
the neck, as there always was the danger of fainting.
Atter very carefully epnsidering the matter, he had
arrived at the conclusion that deceased must have
collapsed, owing possibly to the fact that she had
been driven abont three miles, was probably tired
and hangry, and, after the whipping, she had fainted.
The whipping had not been severe—in fact, he dis-
covered only a few snperficial marks on her body.-

Cross-examined by Advocate Maritz, ‘witness said
that deceased could have moved about three foet,
and that there was sufficient space for her to lean
forward on the cart. He had heard of two .cases of
deliberate snicide in very similar circumstances
through merely leaning forward on. a rope, which
wonld then tighten round the main _arteries, and
ofénte gradial anconscivusdesm.” In tiis 4nstance, '
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however, he inclined to the theory that deceased

had fainted, -

The jury returned & verdict of gnilty of common
assault, and sentence of six week's imprisonment
with hard labour was passed.— Nalal Adverliser,

—————————

MARITZBURG HINDOO YOUNG MEN'S
ASSOCIATION

We have recaived the following brief report for
publication from the Secretary of the above Asao-
ciation :—

The 19th anniversary of this Association will be
celebmated at Maritzburg on the 12th October, com-
mencing at 10 a.m. .

As years pass by, gradual progresa ia notioed in
the public work this Aseociation has espoused to
achieve in the interest of the community it re-
presents. The body was founded by Bbai Par-
manand, M.A,, on 11th October 1803, and its aims
and objects, a8 laid down by the founder, are to
foster & spirit of brotherbood among all gections of
the community, to work for the unity of the ocom-
maunity, and to create a love for the stady of eda-
cation, especially that of the vernacular education,
to propagate the tenets of the Hindu religion, and
generally to create an ideal of love and patriotiem
for Mother India. :

As g first attempt {0 induce and encoursge the
Tamil children in Maritrburg to stuady their own
mother tongue, a school was opened in 1907, and
not only was it supported by parents, but a large
number of children who were otherwise denied the
advantage of education attended the school. At the
commencement fees were charged but as it was
found necessary to admit ¢hildren of poorer parents,
a ystem of free education was introduced, and in
many deserving cases free books were supplied to
indigent childven, There were times when heavy

. expenscs were required to maintain the work of the .
achool and as interest lagged behind, as is the case

- generally among. us, it was doubted whether the
work would continue without mcrificing the effi-
ciency of the achool.

The mewmbers came to the rescue and supplied {
funds, which enabled the work to continue, After
years of toils’ and trials the officials and mewmbers
kept to their work of self-sacrifice and with an
amount of money which they tad collected between
themselves, purchaged in 1914 a bunilding in Church
Street.  The purchase of the building saw a rapid
progress in the work of the Association for not only 1
was accomodation provided for admission of a fur-
ther number of children, but additional mombers

" joined the cause. . ) L

. " Appeals were made, not in vain, to Indians in all
parts of Natal and in the Traneval for donations,
und there were willing and ready responses by them.,

“Graduelly in this wuy the burden of debt was
wiped off and funds were utilised in the purchase
of & vacant land adjolaing the building as & play

F . .

grorggt year additions at 8 considerable cost were
made to the existing bullding with & view to pro-
viding more accommodation for school children.
An up-to-date stage for the holding of public meat-
ings snd theatrical enteriainments has been erected.
On the pecond floor a Library Room hss heen pro-
vided. A splepdid collectiop of Tamil, Epulish,
Gujarsti, Hindi and Urdu books is kepb in the
Library, snd important newspaper publications hoth
from Indis snd South Africa sre placed in the
Lihrary #¢ the disposal of the reading public, = Al-
though full advaniages are not taken of the faciliticn
afforded jn the Libraty, yet there sre signe not
wghting thet ih tms it comb the geheal publis wijf

Hioy the sdvabitugys pEoiud Hy 8 |
O ve Fibrary 40 18 fE Sutent, The Amniadan

LY

Hall has become m centre of activities for public
meetings and functions of all kinds tuke place in the
Hall and in the spacious Lihrary Room. In fact the
building is open to the general public free of charge
at all times to carry on any item of public work.
A periodical supply of newspapers and magneines is
sent free from the M. K. Gandhi Library.

The featnres of thia year's anniverrary will be
recitations by the pupils of the H.Y.M.A. Tamil
Bchool on subjects of edwnention, patriotimm, ete.
Bpeclal songs will be sung by the shildren for the
peeasion.  Delemtes from all parts of Natml will
attend the celebration, and will take part in dis-
cussions ag how heat to farther and encourage the
study of Tamil edncation, and other matters per-
taining to the welfure of the Hindn commnunity,

A cordinl invitation is irsued to the geneval pnblic

to attend the proceedings.
AIDIBIPIPIPIDIDIPIPIDID:
Sporting News

( CONTRIBUTED )
SO EES SRSty
There was 8 good crowd of spectntors at the
Westhourne Owval on Saturday the 20th nitimo when
the final for the Sam China Cup wns played.
nsvaal, the holders of the coveted trophy met
atal and both sides were evenly matched, Althongh
the Randites had the heavier tenm but Natal made up
for it in apeed.

L'

The teams lined up as below ;:—

NaTAL—R, Boodhan, G. K. Singh, M. K. Naldoo,
B. Bharos, P. Moom, R. Ramith, C. K. Tsmail,
3. Nulliah, E. Thomas, P, Frank, R. Balasingh,

TRANSVAAL—Mannie, W. Eamest, V., Frank,
A. Pillay, I*. 8. Peters, P. Ranginh, V. P, Naidoo,
L. Patrick, B. Mahamj, P. Tommy, K. Rangiah, -

Mr, L. Timothy of Frontier acted a8 referee,

, ——

The game opened very. fast in which the ball was
booted from goal to goal. A bhnand iall was given
wgainst the Tranavaal near their danger area but the
ball was kicked very wide. Transvanl through the
help of Naidoo got going, but when their opponents
goal was in danger the ball was kicked outside,
Transvaal pressed and Tommy with a terrifio ahot
just grazed the bar and the ball went out to be taken
a8 & goal kick. Rangiah got moving on and crossed
& beautiful centre but the opportunity was not taken
by their centre forward, Another foul wus given
against the weighty men but vesulted to nil, At this
period the Transvia! gonlie was ealled up to handle
a henvy shot Lut had no difficalty in disposing it
ranavanl aguin had a big chance w0 fead but failed
to find the vblong mouth. A scrimmaym near bie
Tranuvaslers nrea resulted in Thomas the Captain
of Natal nding the net with a powerful kick. Natal
were one goeal np, ——

Theve was much oontroversy on testarting, the
players “holding an inquest” on the knight of the
whistle, Finally they decided to sontinue the matoh,
A penalty was awarded In favour of the Garden
Colony but the ball was placed right Intp the
keaper's hands, who quickly: disposed f§t, A fres

v\ kic in favour of the Northorners spelt dangor to

Naia] but the shot went just ‘over the crnes tar. The
Tinnavealess still kepb up the prospe whan the
whistle blew for helf fime with Natal leading by 1
gon! to Nil. o

After the rwumpﬁon of the gume the Natpliaos
were plways pressng snd sidi) kopt up the peenmire

for the firet times ome—
» Phnsit
y
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