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FAREWELL TO MRS. NAIDU -

SOCIAL IN D.LI DRILL HALL. DISTINGUISHED VISITOR’S PARTING WORDS

BOUT 500 gnests eat down to supper in the
D.L.J. Drill Hall, Greyville, on the evening of

May 21th, the occasion being the farewell eocial

given in lionoar of Mrs. Sarojini Naida who was due to
leave by the a.s. Knaragela on the following day. Mr.
L. Renaud presided and otber Earopeaus present iwere
Mirs K. Giddink, Mr. Knllenbach, Mrs.-Kennedy, 3Mr.
llarry Linder, Mrs. Sutton, Mies Bartlett, Dr. Sage,
Mrs. Palmer, Mr, Husband and others. T_he ball was
guily decorated with flags and palms, prominence being
given to festoons of the Indian national colours, white,

ggreen and red, . . .

The proceedings began shortly after 8 o'clock with a
programme of musle which wns carried out splendidly by
the Misses Lawrences, Miss Paal and Mrs. A, J. Ghoonoo,
and daring its progress the excellent repast prepared for
the occasion was thoroughly enjoyed. )

The goest of the evening was thea garlandel, and Mr.
Benaud, in the conrse of a few remarks which led to a
number-of speechies of farewell said :— -

“ [f noyhoiy.were to come here to-night and see the
nszenbly in thia hall, be would ask what was the reason

“for it, becanse in the town of Durban it iz ot overyday
that we.bave Europeans and Nativea sharing the hospi-

1

" tality of the Indian community. Buab if such a strauger

‘gatherings of Europeans and Indians and had dispelled

1 say vens vidi vici, she camé, she saw and she oonqu_éred."

She conquered our hearts, and I am sure she is taking.

back-with hek the hearts of the 160,000 Indians in Sonth
Africa. Qur devetion will go with her wherever she

{:goes and, I am sgare, she will have the same feeling for us, -

Mr. Rooknooden spoke in' Hindustani and afterwards
interpreted his remarks in English. = He said Mrs, Naidu
was known as the Nightingale of Tndia. That Night-
ingale first flew to Kenya and from Kenya she heard the
voice of this country and had come  to‘onr assistance. -
Mrs, Naidu bad carried ont her mission. splendidly. * She -
had been instrumental in bringing- fogether several

(- B P

the misunderstanding thet had existed long - enongh:

They were gratefal to her and hoped she. wonld have a.
pleasant voyage and that shie would pay them another visit, *
and the speaker hoped that if she was not able to?return

herself, she wonld select leaders tike he
and if possible of her own gex,” -

rself to send to us,

M. Lindet, in the- course of a brief speech, wished

Mra, Naida 3 pleasant voyage to Indis; to * home, sweet
home.’ y
erned by

comfug for a sarety aud?¥ery ‘soon. too, aud_once they _

[ndia, he eaid, was assaredly going to be gov-
Indians very shortly, (Hear, hear.) [t was

came to the ball he wonld

soon be enlightened, and be
wonld find that we have

me here to-night in real
pdiap fashion, to give a
right royal farewell to the
conntry-worian of whom you
are po proud. You have
reason to be prond of her,
and any bation that bas
amonpst its enbjects people
of the calibre of Mrs. Naidu,
is bound to be prond of the
fact. All those who bave P—

1

MESSAGE FROM MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU_

The following wireless message has been
received by the Nalal Indian Congress from
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu from the s.s. Karagola ::—

“My gratitnde to entire Natal Indian community
for their splendid - loyalty and love. Hope-the
constructive Congress programme will be faithfully
fulfilled with unity and determination.”

(Indians) had & government
of their own, it would not .
‘be a case of one. government.
dictating to another but In-
dians would have power.to
do .what they wished* and
no longer-wonld one and a
balf million people dictate to
three hundred millions, "No..
man. wished to wee oppres- -
gon. “We were ‘oppressed’” -
continued the speaker; “just™-
as'you are, and one who is..

oppressed feels: for the other,

come into contach with her moy{ have been struck by the
geniusaund intellect of this lady, She belongs ts India; of
vourse, in 4 sense, but she also belongs to the unive:'se-,
'.ﬁe«nuse brain and genios huve no limitations. They do
ot bglong to oue country, bat are like precions stones
that are sent to this world to glitter for every cye to- see.
She has come here to this conntry and to thiy town and
has done houour to ite inhabitants, Long after she bas-
gone you wilt remember her aud'it will not be ‘Necessary
for anybody to mention ber nawe, for yon will. have her
memory implanted deep into your hearts. I am sorry
her stay i this countrs has been so short, but I am sure
that gince she has come here where she was unkeown, -
she lias been surrounded with such friendship and en-
coursgerwent that when she has left Dourbag she will
. always have 2 2oft corner in her Leart for this part of
the world and whenever, let us hope not far distant, she-
8galn paye o visit to our little town, sho will ;gain
Tecelve 8 most cordin! welcome, (Applanse.)
© Mr. V. Lawrence, who was the next speaker,
at t_.he ontset he must thank the Eur([:;:n ,gflnesfsdt)'::
their lf:udl! presence on that anspicnons oecasion, * “Qur.
+ dear sicter” he proees? 4, in the Town Hall the ‘night

e procee:
\ before last said she c'l,';;: she saw and she laboured. Bug

Mrs, Naida bas done a wonderful amonnt of good since
ghe came here, and when she goes home she will not be _
long, I am sure, before-she will stand up in the House of .
the Government: of .Endia and wilt be able to explain the-

' conditions over here better .mow then if she had mnot..

come hege.”. The speaker thought Mrs. Naidn conld -do -
more in India when [ndia had a government of her own -
than by coming hepe again.- He wished her a .very '
pleasant voyage. . R
Mr., Pather aid it +vas a very sorrowful if not painful -
‘matter for one who had been diveely associated with their
distinguished eister for the [ist three months, to speak on -
&0 occasion like this, where one’ was “called wpon to. say "
farewell, ' Mrs. Naidu was dear and near tor all of them'
afid she had told them in the Town Hall that it was not

good to say fareweli-because it was only her body that was

going away for four or five thousand miles and that: her ~
spirit would still be with us. “My friends, { donot believe in -,
spirits” declared the speaker. “I have not seen them. But
1 believe in bodies with spirits in them.”” (Laughter). “Dear
Sister, [ thank yon and we all thank you for what yon
have done for ns. ‘I am not so gifted as onr’ sister. to -
speak for honrs and therefore [ wmust finish wy-speech

- with this hope and prayer that Mrs. Naidu Inay ,come -
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k to s yery eoon with her body ppd her epirit in it.
E?'cﬂnshtﬁr gnd Applayse.) 7 o
- Mys. Sajgon) ip the course of a few remarks, suid it
guve her great pleasure to say that phe South Africans
who had heard Mrs. Naidun's speeches admired ber in-
" tellect ang inteléiggnce. Ehuﬁo%e:n yy_oinen had enjoyed
- ner speechey aud they wighed ber o pleagant voynge, a
ngoogjﬁsb aelsld a safereturn to Sonth A.fr?;?a _(Amy:l‘:;nse.l
""ggl. Bﬁa&ee, who wash':ﬁletg upimdfor a few words,
said~he used tq le BC thet India wag the pright- |
_ est jewel in gh?;‘ ;i:Ejar QOrowp.  Sing 'M%;. Lt‘}aiduiag !
visited this coontry, however, he was beginning to renlise
that she was the bl;:%l;dt.esb jew%éil ﬁl:;lia, arlxld during the
. lagt fey ipopths iaps in Soyth Affica had bego fepl:
ing :plgt e Bftt.l hEappier because Mrs. Naidn was amongst
. them, Now they had %lt;themd to wish rer good-bye and
they felt aad and sorry £hat she had to go. Mrs. Naidn’s
sotto was fto serve;’ and she certainly serves, no matter
whesther it i Indians or Enropeans or Afrikanders.  She
wants to sevve hnmanity.- The speaker hoped that M,
Naide fould on rsw(@ to Spnth Africu apd wished her
- farewme| &ndm - -
‘Mr. Chgrles Dube, representing the native community -
gaid :f—.f‘leg,m 597y to he here to-pight in the placo ..f
- 1y hrother whg is @ pyblic ppeaker, I am aply a teackor
ynd T am nab peed to pnblic epeaking,  Still it js with
- greab pleagyre that I stand to hononr Mrs. Naido,~ The -
. pativep in the copnpry ave all asking abont Mrs. Naidg.
They say ‘e wang to see the Indian lady who goer about
- the country valcing -the opipions of the dowp-trodden
peaple, people who hiave jio say in: the Government.’ "
" They: gay E%g legrn from. the puthorities that there are
. Equlg in Parligment who represent us, but we never
bear what they have to say for us, hnt this lady is
strngglicg and doing a great deal for the {ndians and we
~hear 8he’ji also interested in thé native péople.’ Continuiug
~.the speaker 8aid, *“we are gratefgt to Mrs. Naida fo
bavifg comg to this country and taken the trouple an
tit_ne’& look “us up. ~ We’ knoy there are mep—greab .
" men, who come from England and tour the conntry. and
" gee the towns, ‘but, anlike ¥rg. Naidu, they never take tbe :
wronble o inquire into our- tronbles. So if is with great
‘pleagnre that I say these fey words pn behglf of the .
.pdtive penple, that we also wigh her a safe voyage to ber
home, and that she will return sod be able to sccomplish
. what shé has already started jor the Indisp people ynd
“for ng all, ' As the ofher speakers have taid, Mrs Noidp
ia-for all bomanity and that 15 -more than trge bgeange
* ghe does not forget to speak fgr iis all. ~She seems to b
* the right pevson who wants tq" see everybody geb a fair .
- chanced” (Applaupe.)..- R e
4. Mr. Emamumally said he colped the sentiments of phe |
.previous speakers -and joined in the desire to welcome
‘ baock Mrs. Naidu.. ‘He did not agree with Mr, Pather
- who said fthe spirit was not phere. They kopw Ars.
. Nuidu’s services were required jn Indig ab this time when
solf-government jvas approaching, snd-they ‘hoped sghe -
. would pagticipate in it. ~He wished her a very pleasan} .
L voyage. Lo : ' T
~Pandib Bhawani Dayal spoke in

-

Hindustani- gnd then -

Mr..B. M. Patel was alled upou. ‘He said he scarcely
Kuew what to gay, but he'had to tell them be did nct
:agres with those who looked for Mrs. Naidu's speedy
toturn to this country. [Fhere was much work to be |
. douo in India and they shanld not wish for Mrs, Naidu’s
- or any pther leader's wisit to this'conntry until sach tims -
" thatthey wonld be able to land bere withont the necessity
. of pnsses or~permits; and :thab could only be bromzht -
abou if [ndia get's her freedap, He wished Mrs. Naidu |

. a pafeyoyagé.” Cg e

T Mr. Sheik Amod spoke in Hindnatani, -
Mr, jep Rugtgmiee, in the cauree of & brief
'g_ddreég,'sgp ) w%s gt?ieved that duy becagse parting was
pliyays very difficalt.” “Mrs. Naidu came berc gs oo of
eaders,” snid thie spea and we kuew her apd we

] and che first

5.
- gne Jead- o, : J‘es'f R
Jieard abopt bier apsd read ahont ber, but we mever
lﬁ?‘;‘vlﬁqheﬁpi;itﬁ;ﬂgs and what ghe could do far ns.
 her short stay of three months she has done much

- gometimes

1
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more thag we who live here have done for ludia doring f
the las} teq or fifteen years, I feel myself lost to-day, -
I can only eay that we want g few like Mra, Naido in -
South Africa. [ler duty in 'ndia is ereater than here,
bat at rie same time we are the lost ohildren of India
who want some little help from India. [ gincerely rrost
that if the Indian fcaders wlo are working dwy und
night and sacrificing their all for the at sinmeat of Swarmj, .
look to uz to work ont anr destinies here io the Domi-
pion of Souph Africs, they will send ns one of the
leaders at lenxt onpe g yeur fo teach na and enligiten o,
and I assure you we will be one of whom India will
ulways be prond.." It was in this hall we 8.id- farewell o
Mahatma Gaudhiand to the late Mr. Gokhale, pud pow ge
are saying farewell to Mys, Naidn, bot we can nssnre her
-we are coafident ahe will veturn oe we ehall send a depn-
tation to bring lier beck. In ber short atay in South
Africa she hus not ouly won the hearts of the Indianas,
bot alsp inapired.- our Eorogean friends and native #
brethren as evidenced by their presence here to-night.
Mis. Naidu has inspired all the nationalities of the worid
in South Africa, and I say this, that it is her work for
the common brotherbood of varions that tells, and not
gnch work as that of the Lengue of Nations, It is such
work a3 hers that will bring brotherhood and I wish
there would be u few more Mrs, Nailus in the naiverse
and then the brotherhood of mankind wonld be a8 esrtaic
ag thap the snn will riss to-morrow. « nawin thank her
for all she lisa done for ns. _ Partiny ia difficols, bot as
it is intermingled with the hope of her return nexe year,

3

it wili oot be <o difficol for na”

MRS, NAIDU'S ADDRESS
Brs. Nuidu, us slie rosc tn make a reply, was grected
with loud and coutinued applavce, *“Well,” she said,
#nearly every speaker hns been so insient apon my

-

. staying here that I a beginuning to wondér whether T

should not go and mopack my boxes and stay herp until
you are 8o Lired of me that yon will want me deported.
(Lavgkter.; 'That would be a good punishment for all
of you for your gins. But | have to go.  Thepe are mmny
reasnus why I must go. It almost auvpears—it might
have heen different if women ad spolcen—:thut India
caunot get on withont, me, that I um go neoessary for th,,
destiny of Ipdie, byt that is Dut thy real reason why [
must 2o bo te, | am pne of the mast 1.yal <ervants of |
India, byt I am going to [oll you o se ret. My heart js
dragging me homewards not begance of my sense of duty,
bt becagge my little daughter, whom [ have aab seep for
thirce yosrs, is paming bak from Oxford for 8 _hohda'y'
thing siie will say is “whetp is my mother?’
And ‘thongh ip the course of the lagk three mon}ha
you lave not rememnbered hare a home nnd family,
I have to confess to & little homesickness in mqy hears
becanse my children are nob here, Excuse me therefore,
if T do not unpack wy things aud stay. I wigh, fndeed,
‘I could grt home gooer than [ shall, but [ am going to
be way)aid for b month oo my way by people who are
jeatous and do not like yon at sll, the pooplp op in DEasw,
Africa who say : “How dare the Soutlh Africans I:a'!ra up
so much of your timé, We are your children also.” And

" 8o you seothera is thut jealonsy sud I shall have to

* v journey and I think I sball pob get home
:Ll‘ﬁi:: bl:i;:;rgoJ uljr.Jr However bgtween P‘"B July ﬂl‘lrd next
Jaly much water will How under the bridge of the Tugela

| tiver, and the same ocean into which it flows may bring

o, When I Jeft home with a tomperature ot"
rln; Lpr'{;:itlll?(r)h. + ‘g ‘coming back an the t0uh of Febrpary
and o T just pub in & few clothes and left all_my nice
thiups at home, 1t i8 now the 24th of May and I do
not Enow even nov whit'a capricious fate may have
been in stors for me. Vriends, how am [to thenk yon
before | wo. Everyday ] have said to you that [ 'am not

oing mr{my farewell and [ sm nob saying farewell, It
ﬁ; von who are piling on the ogony, not I, If Mr, Pather
Y roper ludiuh e would realise that the body does
rere a}igw_!_l o des pot. malter in my case, beenuse
fﬁﬁuﬁ 1 Lecome weary, [ sh.nuld,' ==~ be tired, m::rl yet
et [ get crosd about it. 74 1om oot going to
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P . - - - '_ ] .“
they will-mot be seckers of their own good a} the expense of
any other community, Io that day it will be realised that in'
brotherhoud and brotherbood alone lies éhe redemption ofi

a sorrowfal word. {Louad applause.) . i

Mc.  Albert Christopher in returning a vote of thanks*
to Mrs, Naidu said that all he coujd say might be
summed op in the words * we love Mra, Naidn for whats
she has done for us.” _ .7 _

En supporting the vote of ‘thaoks Mr, P. R. Pather.
referred to the presence of Mr. Repaad ivho™ had “been:
cotrngeons enongh to pregide, and udded shat the Indian®
commuaity ‘were fortonate in possessing snch a maa as
Mr. Renand, and a'so the others who bad a warm heart;
for the Indiags. He proposed 8 hearty vote of thanks -
- to the chajr.. T - S 3

The fuactioa voncladed with farther musi
followed by * God Save the Kiog.” ~ =

May 3oth, 1924

say good-bye, but, au reveir, becanse in my country—mnob
the great comntry of 'ndis, but [lyderabad, there is a
saying ‘that once you-drink of the waters of Hyderabad,
yoa must retorn, even against yonr will.”.-lt is never
againet one's will to go back to- Hyderahad, bnt surely
there is som:thing in the magic of Honth Africa thar will
bring me back zome day, sooner or Jater. (Applause.)
There is prophecy in Africa, there is de-tiny in Africa
and I know Lhat my people to-day, thongh tiey he des-
pised, though they be looked upon us the Asintic menace,
are going to have o very important share in the fulfil-
ment of that prophecy and the bnilding np of that
*destiny. -X um pot afraid and [ well yog everydsy that
1 am pot a slave. "It is in no man's power to make
rivers flow backwards or destroy the far-distant things
in men’s lives, and I know a3 surely a3 [-atand lere—
and thongh it mny scem arrogant to .cluim the gift of -
prevision, it is none the less my right to possess the gift
of vision. I know that even g8 my coaniry and my
countrymen have taken their part throughout the cen-
taries in the evolution of the great civilisations in otber
lands, so here gleo, thugh to-day in snch despair and

l :items,”
LT

fu'lf“'.-

. FAR=WELL MEETING AT THE TOWN HALL
.- A farewell meeting in honoar of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu.

suffering snch bitterness, they will have their opportunity
of realising themselves and mnking their splendind con-

was held in the Darban Town Hall- on Thursday, night -
the 22nd May when the Hall was crowded with ‘Indians

tribation to the great tradition that i3 to he born in
Sonth Africa as the gospel of humanity. [ go away’
with a beart full of Lhope. T cams here with g bearp fall
of despair becanss [ was ignorant, but I go back high
with hope becanse I have knowledge to day—kpnowlege
of the rights of the coloared an. the native and of my |
. own community  There is not one fault or folly that 1
do not know, or one strength or power that [ lave not
glimpsed. I have alwaya felt for the oppressed people of .
the world, oppressed by their own ignorance, their own
follies, their own lack of knowledze of their own great-

and there was-a large attendance- of Europeans alsoi |
- harp at 8 p.m. the guest of the evening entered the -
the -Hall accompenied by. the Chairman Mr,: Teom .’
Renand snd " was greeted with loud aod prolonged
applanse. , ) oot ey
. - THAIBMAN'S SpRECH. - -~ < =1
The -Chgirman {Mr. Leon Renand) addressed tha
' tneeting a4 follows : — - N S
“ Lndies and Gentlemen, -~ - - % .7 oo ud
We are assembled to-night to say farewell tg "M, .
ness and desting, and I have madé up my mivd to set | Naidu, Iamsure I am voicing the -expression -of al] =
open the doors of every cage, cither that w¢ Lave made [ of you when I say. that although swe Q!'.e'p,lgasgﬂ t
for onrselves or that others have mde for us, and becanse | to weet Mrs. Nuidu to-night, onr pleasure is somewbhat -
I have so pasionste s love of freedom myself, sy | diminisbed by the idea that she will soon’ be leaying opg
passionate a love Jf justice for myself and jn my sonl, | shores.” But wheredor she is and bowever far she ‘may
. I would give my_life to secare jnstice for every pation | go, her presen-e wilt always be in the gog} of gvery
and for every iudividnal whetter poor or rich. [t would | [ndian in Soath Africa. A T
not matter whelher he were my moet bitter enemy, the | =~ When Mry. Naidu came liere yoo were somewhat
thing within me, bigger than personal feeling, would rise. { down-hearied, but she had been 8 very little time among. -
up and say, ‘do not let the blood of the childrefi be on | yon when it braced up. your - conrage nnd you“felt thap
your head; you must give him justice and a generonz.| after all Ehere were many nice things io thig conntry and ;
goderstanding of his education that you wonld demagnd, | in-life held outto you, and all on account .of bhi§ spirit,--
aod therefore in Sonth Africe. or any other part of the | that Mvs. Naidn has known how to inspire into 'i.aver_g-; o
world, my beart goes ont to all people that suffer. So_ | Indisn in South Africa, and the good example .she has"
many suffer from their own sins aod follies-and so many | given them. The energy with which she bad fonght -
snffer because Nature is red in tooth and claw, because | your cace and the simplemindedness with which' shc has' -
hatred exists where there should be brotherhopd and | always gone on her straight path, must bave told ig the®"
peace. Tt is because I-do not make a difference between | long run; and mo-t resolt in benefic 0ot only to your- .
community and commonity and between nation and | selves but Lo the whole commufity in Soath Africa., -
nation that 1 can ‘traly say I do presch the gospel of |.. Tbe tinie has now come when she inos; By “ faremell™ -
brotLerhood. I speak for my own commanity because | beciiise apparently she™is a fady that 55-554 greab -iifbr'k?-'r
my own commanity is ia tromble in South Africa. I [ todo. Ithink the way ‘she has andertaken ber. work. «
work for my people in Iodia because they bave mot yet |; aud the way slie has Wwarked dariog 1he short time Ehﬁ;'
attained that fr.edom, but do not far & moment believe - x Y ooe of uz whar is-

> bas been among -us shows to every one of ng’ hat ig -
that [ love my Indian bretlren any more than I love my. | likely to be i;heeﬁfe of this good lady.” It "is:%a‘?lﬂ': 0
brotliers and sisters in ather nuiious, but where the need ; 3 all ‘slone fan: b

. ; ' | || otk and travel and work again, and: all"along " for the~"
18 greatest my service mnst be most .loyal and loving, [ fréedom of hF own peaple. Yoz all keog #ud yoh all ’;
Even to-morrow, were the Indians in South Africato rise | realise the benefit of the work she has doge for you, s it, .”

and oppress the black communities { would fight agninst | is nseless, and I need not to-night romi; d you-of i S
my own people. (Applause. 1 do mit.think t.:; the ) SBi remind you-of 1, hug-

OWD pex ‘there isone thing that I .may eay, that the E
Indian civilisation has ever taught narrowness or bitter- § community as well as the éndian- commani e e
nesy. I donot think the relirion of Christ or the Pro- R is. s o0 For thns

. appreciated the good ‘work that shd bas dog i -
phets or the gregt teacher of the Zorouster ever taught § canse.. She has now seen Sonth Africa from ;120::3%;’. :
the division of bumanity, bug always noion, alwayg ' 3. n all ropnd
feflowship, alwavs self-sacrifica for the good of bomaoity, spuccli
and becanse [ndis is the aneconatey ig the world where il

. the counfry to the other; ~he has been  feted:
wher.ver she has gong, and { was glad to'ses in 5 apeecht . -
the creeds are reconciledand vhere all creeds 2o to mak
one unified na jon, I think it is the duty, asit isgthe ;I:I?VIE

she made in Rirodesia that-ehs stated shehad. been: well *

{ rea;i;ed e;n:rywhhere else in South - Africa . OFf-‘conrss i

‘ I thi ) cotld nut be otherwise, Now: the time has " 2o

Eﬁg 3: rr;::ljlr c;zggﬁfii::u?gt:% ?S'iva to Ihqh? alllpfb that [ ‘she has to go and all her Indian fri~uds have :3;:: r:.}.l.?&" .

) igat the people of this land, | to-day to show her thei iati : n geé 3
and [ look forward to the day wien ny misuud:ré::od' onnd this ball everyone fallof geaiade o brad o

people, thislittle community of [ndians who are toilins
. honestly, who are producers and creators of this lagd, will

roond this hall everyone fali-of .grutitade for what she.
be the torch-bearers in the work of civilisation, becauge

L

T

™

has gione. Qar presence to-night will: be to bet o testi- .
. mamiat of the appreciation of the -[udiag” commanity fer

the work she has dove aud what ' fhe Seeretary of tho -
o . e f -

1
~t
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Congress and the ot'ier speakers are to say will be better
expressed than what I can do myself ; bor still I hope
that Mrs. Naidu wbhen she lfas left this country will
always have a good remembrance of the treatmenb ghe
"hias received bere and of the good work she has done
nmong uve. (Applavee). o

The following speech of Mr. Amod Bayat the Chairman

-of—the Natal Indian Congress, was then read by Mr.
Borabjee Rn-tomjee 1—

On bebalf of the Indian comnranity of Natal, as Pre-
sident of the Natal Indian Congress, it ie with mixed
teelings T speak. Weare glad to have you among us
again and sorry that in another three duys yon will bhave
gone away from us. .

You have since your coming to South Africa worked

1

ceaselessly for a just understanding between the peoples .

waem it bas pleased God to plaze in -this land, We
hoow you represent in the world those who believe in

gacrifice and laboar, for the betterment of mankind—

regardless of race or creed. And we are grateful that
you do not beiieve in theoretical things alone and that
you have during your stay in this conntry given of your
best for our improvement in thinga that matier. To-
mortow will witness the inaugaration of a Show for the
- encouragement of Agricaltoral and -Industrial Produocts,
Home Indastries, Fchool Children’s Work, Poaltry, Dogs
"and Live Stock. I-isa small beginning but it is one
to your inspiration and encoyragement.
. Yon have taken & practical interest in car educational
- question and the ideas to which the South African Indian
Congress gave oxpression is ansther indication of yonr
‘profonnd uuderstanding of the need of education -avd

character boilding for any community which has to live

a nseful and honourable life in any country.

.Yon have been no mere globe-trotter.  You have gone
into every parl of Sonth Africa and Rhodesia. You have
lived among them all and you have met the Earopeans,
the Eurasians, the Mulays and the Natives of this great
country and you cau really cleim to know all of us who
are the ‘inhabitants of this country. With the first-hand
knowledge you now have, yon will, we are sure, continne
to sponse our cause—-as you will-do all just causes.

- 1t was the happiest moment in the life of the Indisn
community of South Africa when yon graciously accepted
the Presidentship of the South African Indian Congress,
and the work that has been done aud is being done

“under you is epoch making in mauy respects. And the
Indian community in. the futore will be all the ‘better
forit. . - : L -

. We fedl that your departurs will leave n void in our
Tiearts which will be ditficult to fill for there is not oné
fmony us, mun, woman or child, who does not love you
as one of God’s best-on this earth.

We ask your acceptance of this token of our love for
you and-in asking you, also, to convey the -accompanying
tokens of our love for Mihatm& Gaodbi and Maulaua
Mahomed Alli and Manlaoa-Shaukat Alli, we appeal to
you -to: come—and. come Boon-—lto -us again with
Mabatoa Gandhi and the Alli Brothers—whom we
would delight to receive. No matter what happens, our

_hearts and onr homes arg yoars to command at-uny.
time.. T . ¢ : R e

. We pray it may please God to protect, blessand prosper
you, our beloved Sister, and.in Gods gond time we all

" may meet again. - - ’

Mrs. Naidu wes then garlanded and presented with o

bouquet of flowers, and a presentation of a gold curd-case.

was made to her and was also asked to- convey to Mahatms
. Gandhi and Manlanas Mahomed and Shaukat Alli a

Jeather hand'bag each with asilver plate attached witlf
. the inscription: ** A3 a token of love from the Natal
.~Indian Coagress, May, 1924.” ~There was con-iderable

amuselnent, Jaughter and applanse when the above was
being presented. 2o - S

An illaminated address was then read and presented to
‘Mrs. Naide-amidst loud applaoce. - ' .

Messra. V. 8. C. Pather, Bbawani Dayal aud Rook-

nooden, delivered shortenddresses to the meeting the

latter delivering the concluding portion of bis specch as
follows ;:— . oo

“L am oot anxions to stand bet veen you and Mrs.
Nuidu whose address yon are all anxions to hear. I will.
only say that the Sonth African Indian comnunity has
been very grateful to her for she bas brought into nse all
the wonderfal gifta that God hgs given her.  All her
energy, ber vitality, her winsome elogqnence, and ler
great influence bave bzen brought to bear upon the In-
dian questton. 1 hope her first-hand knowledge of the
question will stand in good stead to us whea she pocs
back to India.” .

Mr. V. Lawrence addressed the mecting as follows:—
“I think it wns Stakespeare who ssid *‘parting was a
“sweet sorrow.” A swoot sorrow indved it is to part with
our dear sister, who, within.a short space of time, has
endeared everybody to her who has come in confact with
hen  Buot wo take consolution in the fact thas although
in body she wiil be thousands of mi'ea away yet she will
be with ns in spirit and her thonghts will alwaya be with
us, because is she not the President of the 3outh African
Indian Congress ? As sach ber thonghts are c-rtainly
with the South Afiican Indiaus in connection with their
grievances heve. Dear sister, 1 do not think 1 can ade-
quately express onr deep debt of gratitude for the service
you have rendered to our vommunity in South Africa.
I koow you will say, “*oh well it was but my duty” bnt, -
dear sister, no words of mine can adeguately express bhe
deep sentiments of love and alfection we have for you and
the high appreciation we bave for the service you have
rendered to us. 1 do nob think I will keep the sudience
waiting any longer which ia anxioud to hear the sweot
-words that will flow from your Jips; “but I can only say
that I echo and re-echo the sentiments expressed in the

- chairman’s speech and by the previons #poakers. Befors

you go away 1 want to assare you that you are carrying -
away with you our deep and sinocre affection and we will
nlways remeraber you and the servio: yon have rendered.
We wish you a pleasant voyage and a safe return to yoor
people and our people in Indm, and that you will carry
on with the noble work you have been’ doing in the past
-since you undertook public woik in the interests of - the -
people in India and South Africa.” {Appluse.)
MRS, NAIDU'S ADDRESS

Mre. Naidun, who was greeted with loud applunse on
«risivg, addressed the meetiny as follows : —

“Ave you nob tired of listening to mo speaking? T wm
80 tired of making speeches. But you have been so long
guffering and your ordeal of polite listoning is almost ovar.
I am really goiniz away in three duys from now, and by
next weck yoa will be soffering from tho plensant reaction

“of not haviug to listen to my speéches, my  latitudes, my

good advice about unity aud all those Lowmdrum thiuge
swhich 1 have been. carrying through the length and
breadeh of this conntry, and I think it is time for me to
go home now, not because you are tired of me; you know
more about my public life probably thun my private life,
but I have soue children who have brought me up very
strictly, aud yesterday among my letters 1 found a letter
from a stern young duughter snying, “dyu’t you think-it

1 rather vulgar to be epread dver a column and a half

everyday in the newspapers,” Sho gocs on to say, “I
hope you will be deported soon." (Laughter.) Then
ghe says in another letter, *‘of conrse you did not teach
us geography properly, but we understand that Africa is
a hoge series of ve'dts with straggling villages of Native
Africans. s there not eoongh room for you and Smuts
and the editor of the Cups Timess inthe veldw.” So you
see they begin to feel that their mother might be outataying
not her welcome bup the allotted apase in South Africa.
But to make up for this stern yonng danghter 1 bave a -
very kind son. He is not in India, he is in Germany,
and be writes, “it i3 unavoiduble that yon should be such
a success. Conrage and hope always come from the
mouth of a womun.” (Applause.) So I have a kind of
analynis as well as a synthesis of my mission aud work,
my comparutive failures or success South Afrier.
But:i see that from the months of your representatives
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you express a hope and a wish that I may return. I even
see that in view of the roany friends that I shall have to

make and the many thousands [ have made; the Natal

1ndian Congress huve handed me a card-case fuoll of cards,
Their kindness to me has been unspeakable and in their
hands I am well content to leave the destiiy of my
people.  When I arrived in Sonth Africa about three
mootha azo I bardly knew a sonl, white, black, or brown,
in this country and to.day 1 am going back “over
whelmed with the conscicusness that many millions
of picture-posteards will be necessary for me to
keep in touch with all the peuple I.know; because it
ia pmt of my social roles to send at lea:t once
8 yesr a remembrazce to my friends.  Bat what o tax on

my mewmory Lo remember all the names aud addecsaes of ..

all the people ! But thonyh my memory might find i a
tax to remember the names my beart will never forget

their kindness, their sympathy, the bope and inspiration.
they bave given to me—a lonely pilgrim in a very difficalt

and prilous path in & strange conatry—and yet it wag
the bards of strangers snpposed to be antagoaistic enemies
who brlped meand encournged me, re-lit the flickering
torch that was almost extinzpished in the streamn of
desair, and said to me “ take conrage, be not weary of
hoping, for hope is God-like, it creates the conditions of
its own fulfilment.” I am very thaukFful therefore that
I vame to South Africa. Whee I arrived at Pretoria
1 confess I was very nervous, hecaue yon see distance
does nob always lend enchantmerit ; it sometimes casts

aightmare shadows on one’s imagination. When I landed

in South Africa I really felt I was doing a very heroic
thing. [ said, here is a_dreadful ronntry ; every time a.
white man looks at you he curees yov, every time your
shadow falls acrosaa white man he literally goes fur you
with wia‘ever instroment he might possess ab the time,
I rea'ly bel'cved it and I wondered—you will be sur-
prised at my ignorance, but my ignorance was as vast as
my dangliter’ ~—and I Yeally thonght thas Indians wounld
have 1o be hiding-in holes, that vhey dare not show- Lheir
faces in the 'treets, and I-thought if I did go on to
Darban I wotder if I could get a taxi or a carriage to
takes me anvwhere ; whether the Indians would bz allo-ved
to come go far as the docks (o receive me ; sball I get

a porter tg carry my loggage I These were the kind of -

things that made me think [ was doing 2 heroic thing in
coming to South Africa. Bat there was notbing herois-
because there was a welcome; thers were decorated motor
cars, aud many bundreds of welcome faces and voices.
I bad said to myself. “I am going to be extremely vn-
bappy, everybody's hand will be against me and I shall be
“homiliated from the nfoment Iland to the moment I
leave.” But what a happy diaappointment ! what an agree-
able surprise ! Icame, I saw and I loved the pecple. Tam
not. gaing to eay with the arrogance of Ceasar “I came, T
8w, [ conquered.” No! Dut I came, Isaw, and I loved
wLthe penple of South Africa.
matter that South Africa wasa new coontry to me; that
Ty own compatriots wereas mach strangersto me as the
native African races, or the conquering European races,
I began to realise how trae wa:my proud boast that I do
not know the barriers of race or creed or colonr or cas'e or
langnage, becausethe momeut I cameto South Africa L
felt, I bad come bome. There ere those that may not kunow
it, those who may think they are strangers, thoss who may
think I am an alien, bus, there was sorzething in Africa that
bade me remember I had come liome to Africa ‘Why is
Africaa home! Wuy is this country, this sweet rich South
Africa a home for one’s spirit. Because, as I have said so
ofren before, this Continent reminds me of tha early history
of Indie. Becanse it is 8o vast, 5o rich, so fall of possi-
bllltles,golmpregnnted with prophesies, so teeming with
the manifold destinies of manifold pesple, i3 waiting as
-y 0% conntry awaited centuries ago for the fulfilment
of a great destiny, not baily up by the achievements of ope
power, one race, or one (radition, but by the complex-
ity of a million achieverneuts, costoms, and tradi-
tions of many races that have come to live in
thia country, wad because in modern  Africa I geq
bistory about to repeat {teelf, that my henrs is drawn

1 feel that after all 1t fs not a -

+

-

to this country, and I look back upon the ancient
history of my Iand when race after race coming to that
conntry, coming to that rich soil, drinkiog of its sweet
rivers, standinz in the shadow of its great monatains,
thonght this was a strange land, yet by some sorcery of
the East fonod it was not x strange Jand but the very
home of the spirit, where there was space for freedom
to grow, to build, to express, and to realise itself. ’
And so in Africa, that i3 made up nobt merely of the
African races bab of every type of race from the Asiatic
aud the Enropean continents, As Iisce them seething
to-day in an ocean of conflict, 1 say to myself, * this is
only the preliminary stage, this secthing, this confliet, ix |
a necessity for the moment before that final awakening
comes wkich i3 the assimilation of many thingd diverse
in their source but united in their final and ultitoate
attainment. Therefore I am not distarbed in my inmoat
miad. There is 2 auperficial 'miod in most of uns that
can be distarbed by mere surfase troubles. I confess
that I have that weakaess also, that that superficial mind
of mine dozs get disturbed by mere temporary storms. My
mind is a little distorbed, but themx I see all volition
in life itself bafore it is harmonised ; all nations before
they come into a comradeship ; all greab waters, streams °
and currents before they nnite to go into 8 common sea,
bave theT moment of couflict. The seething foam of .
their meeting is more apparent to the eye than the
reality of the anion that is going on uundernsath that
geething foam and momentary conflict. But the deeper
mind tells me not to be disturbed because for a ‘moment -
there seems to be something in Africa almost like a race
conflict, almost Iike a colour war.. Tt says these things are
temporary they have.no abiding place in the evolution ' -
of Africa. Therefore let that knowledge of that deeper
mind bestronger than the trouble of that superficial mind -~
that is disturb'd-for a moment in its serenity by the
zpparent . conflict, thejapparent, divunion, the apparent
disbarmony between race and race in tbis land. So was
itin ancient .India, 80 was it in the old couutries where .
it took many races and many creeds to build up. the

" evolution and culture of those lands. So was it in my
- country before the ancient Hindu peaple could assimilate

the younger Musselwan, the younger Christian, and the -
other people who came to India at the intervals of few
centuries ; but India has awsimilated. all these races, .
creeds, cal:ures, traditions and therefore to-day my great
country doeg stand as aniideal for younger nations with.
their probleros similar in spirit though different in detail ;
for the problems of Houth Africa have been solved by
Mother India. That wise mother has solved problems-
more complicated, more perilous, than the problems that
await young South Africa for solution. Therefore'I am -
Dot afraid for the destiny of my people. I say to you'
I am not afraid on your behalt.: There might be years
of trouble ahead, but years are & mere nothing; & mere.
itlusion, in that Ieng period of time that marks the time'
of nations in any country. -What is frouble but an
opportunity for yon to prove your strength ? What -
are difficulties and disadvantagesexcepting the glory
of a strong united people saying, * out of the very
limitations that wonid break us.do we éreate the
conditions of our victory.” I am glad there is
trouble for my people.:in South °Africa for this
reason’: I am glad because I want my people to.
vindicate the proud boast I have made in their name .
that my people have the strength of India in th em;
the wisdom of India in them, the courage of India,
Hmt pride of India in them, which says to mountains,
bec?'me like grains of sands.” and says to the
seas, ~ become ye like little drops of water.” I want
you to say to the difficulties that seem to crush yvou,
you are nothing bat little grains of sand under our-
feet.” Say to the rivers and oceans of diffienlties
that seem to.conflict you, * thus far and no farther.”’
You can say to the seas and mountains, “ dry up oh-
oceans” “break up oh mountins™ becanse you
have that thing behind you and within you which
is called the faith of yonr nation.- Though powers
may taﬂ.th?t thing in you ¢annot die j though your .
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material prosperity bacome poverty that thing cannot
die ; thongh eriemies attack you that thing in you
cantiot die, becinse it--is_the spiritual vision, that
sense of realisation of ¢ommunion with God, which
is your falisman, which is yowr strength, which is
your guarantee of 4 lif¢ thaf cannot be destroyed in
any country of the world, [ want you to realise
this. This i the boast that I have made in your
name., That no nation upén this earth is strong
enough to strangle or destroy the sptit of India.
That spirit, whether it be in the homeland of the
Indians or in’ other countries, hag led them to earn
“their livelihood to build up their fimilies, and to
- become ambassadors of India,  You know how fond
1 am of the word *ambassador.” More than once
you bave heard me call you ambassadors of India.
So riuch so that people have begun to say that I
usé a véry responsible and dignified word rather too
glibly; too frequently ; but whenever ¥ use that word

* ambpssador *'- it 18 with that very conscionsness of
the dignit§, the fesponsibilily; the nobility and its
sighificinée.. You are the ambassadors of India in
this ¢ountry. T wes not an ambassador; I was
a tiissionary; buf yon are ambassadors. 1 cime from
"East Afvica becauso the voice of your erying was very
qighant. 1 clove my heart and 1 said to myself

- T cannot rest whilé my people are in troable across
the sea.” - But, friends, iE was not necessary for me

~ to.comd.. It was a datisfastion fo me that I was able
to come dnd fiold out the hand of fellowship to you
and {6 dssdre you that 315 millions of your coantry-
méhi)hzis{é their gtréngth ahind you, so that you may
‘ot be dismeyed. Butall my coming were i vain
. if. it “was not that yon bid in yourselves all those
- elemeits of victory, all. thgse elements of heroic
endedvour, 4lf $hosé elements of hersic umrtyrdom
* if {He Hour of martyidom has come. Tt is not a new
_.thing, I brifig no new messige. It was from Soth
. Afiica that Indid received itd great gospel of Soul
force, of the men who walk in the path of truth, It

. -wa from South Africa tlidt you sent thie greatest
gifé that India has yet réceived through thé ages, the

- gift of Mahatind Gandhi. _He came to South Africa
like ity ohe of us—a min to seek his livelihood,
.- He, éaiiie 48 & barrister, a fiali pte-cecupied like all
7 “of 18 with worldly things, fainiily tied' his own biisi-

neéss, his cdreer, buf he returhed to India the messiah-

- of his péople perfetted in that erdeible of suffering
- of hig in Sonth Africi, bt he wis hot the only soul
. that emefged literilly ab stainilesd gold; But with
. hinfi_thodsitds upon thousands of his countrymen—

- ppoF Ihen \nv"o‘ii{(inf,*.,_iri _tinies, “in’ little shops,
-:,eE:iﬁg ot 4 livelihood to fead theth families and

" ‘though they arve not tahions likeé Mdhatmi Gandhi

* _theiir leider; ghall §ven Mahatma Gandhi say thit.

thiey aie mada of shifl less divine, less hetoie, be-

_-<cdtige they five not farious like him? I think that all
_ the condjtiohs of ghedtness are it thé Indian com-

“nilinity heié #id I dr ot dfraid that the Indian
- cqthimnitity Wwill il i the yedr of cfisis or ini the

‘hour of darget: 1 kitow that éven if to-day tliere |

“are—like anitng #ll the hations abd rdces—little
_diffetences Bf opinion, lithle groups of men who.
" slHial aloof trond ofie afiother, it i8 because these are
ke fivilons tiines bf peédcs: tHe devastating effects
. .of lgitoble ptople 4ié terrible to my mind, bat. I
hdpe that thé hoti of crisis will come for your owd
- galvatibn -and adniinistration becamse I think it is
" necessary that hftér tell yedts you should once move.
- havb the becisiitl-to prove your own worth, td prove
_yoiF own bourags, to prove your owil uhity, to
prove how thorditgltly; how stainless, how faithfully
- “ybil ate in thuth the dntbissidors of the ideals and
', viltared of Indid. - S
M§ peopls, this i8 Atipboseld to e a farewell ad-
diess. T do not kigir Wwhy it should be a farewell’
gddiesd, ~ Yot and I 46 hot think so much of the

HiErs hodily ?’ei!.iail'qéj,hafre_ff not beed Mying
- throiigh tha length and breéaditi of thls cawntry

3
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that we Indiana live in the life of the spirit and
not by the life of the flesh. Why therefore shonld
it be my farewell address to yon. My body goes
back to India bnt that part of me that belongs to
you remains with von your unalienable gift and
possessions, that power to me that was predestined
to be yours remaing with you though I go a hundred
thousand miles away from my countrymen in Sonth
Africa.. Nay, more than that, T believe quite apart
from you or my love of you, yon or your need of
me, there i3 some message in Mother Africa that
compels my love and I eannot be true to myself
unless ‘in this great multitnde 1 paid- my public
homage to Afriea, Mother Africa—that is going
to fulfil in the modern age those great traditions
which my own Mother-country fulfilled in the
centuries gone bhy. When I go hack to India,
when I see the Himalayas with the snows, the
great temples, the rich pastnre Mands, the hill
fortresses, the green rice fields and lotns pools
of Bengal, when I hear the teoming lifo of that
great city of Bombay whaose political destiny
lies in the hollow of my hand, when I go back
for a little while fora brief holiday to my own home
with my children, where my childbood memories are
and all the love of my womanhood is, I shall still
look back with o passionate homesickness for the
veldts of the Transvaal, the huge mountains of the
| Cape Colony, for the green fields of Natal, and thongh
you may De very jealous of it, more than all perhaps
my heart will go to that great country from which I
have just come where the great spirit of Cecil Rhodes
broods; that country where he broods fulfilling the
" oid idea that was breathed 2500 years ago by the Lord
Buddha, confirmed from the sands of Arabin 1400
years ago by the Prophot Mahomed, swestly whispered
from the Mount of Olives nearly 2000 yeara ago by
Christ whom they crucified becaise he loved hama-
nity.  Itiathe sime dream, the sumo idenl, the sume
tradition, -the same vision,_ that broods over “the
Matoppossaying “equal rights for all civilised men.”
What is civilisation?
heart hereto-day; the heart of the white man, the
_heart of the brown man, and the heart of the black
“man. What is civilisation that gives equul rights to
humanity; whatisthis equal right of humanity that
was preached in the ages longago. What s this ideal
of equality, :It is only this, that whether it be in
‘this agae or in the ages gone by, whether in this land
or in any other land where God rends this revelation
1o hig gredt Prohets and seers, equal right for homa-
nity only means the equal chance of homanity to
evolve itself in accordance with its own gredt dream
- of its conception of God. It means nothing mechani-
<al, not like the fustening of stivks of eqnal lenyths
ina bundie with d piece of string: that ia not equality,

‘creed, and every tace shall have its even chance in
this world to evolve itself, realise and fulflll itself,
express itself, in decordance with lts own vigion of
lova, service, saoriice und self-fulfilnent..

And so, if Afeica will but realise that this equality

_of which ohe ot her own sons, Cecil Rhodes, spoke,
'ia nb more and no less than the ideal of jus-
tice—not blindfold but with wide open eyes—saying
“+o each community do I give the oven chanoe that
.ghall make of that community 8 wonderful asset id
this wonderful country;” then and then only shall
‘the sweet Mother Africa send to the world a new
gospel for which it is thirting to-day, and in which
the Earopean, the Indian, the Euro-African, and the
Afvican shall sharo; and the world shall be relieveq
from its sorrow and mankind from the burden of its
shame.” (Loud applanse.}

Vore oF THANKS

Mr. Christopher in proposing a vote of thanks to
Mrs, Nuida, spoke aa Lollows 1 _
"Iam happy to be privileged fo propoks & vote nf

I ask it three times, of ench -

but equdlity ‘means that every cominunity, every
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{hanks to Mrs. Naidun becanse, althougl it is the
practice to propose  ¢otes of thatiles, on this. becagjon.
T propase it in love ind aflectiod of the serviece A=
Naidn has rendered to ns, and I have no donbt w it~
ever that yon in like love and appreciation will give
the vote of thanks which I am now propeaing. I do

Mot intend, as is naual, to talk of Mrs. Naidu. You all
knoiv she las exemplified in many ‘ways the lovable
characteristics of Indian womanhood.” (Lond ap-
planse.}

The nteeling temimatéd with a hmrtv vote of
thanks td the chdirman, Mr. Renand.

Mrs, Sarojini Naida siled by-the & fﬂ"‘ﬂﬂm
last Sundsy morning. Before goihg td the boat
a tonching ceremony wus performed at Mr. Parsee
Rustoinjee’s premises. Mr. Parsee Rustomjed in
wishing Mrs, Nasidu a pleasant voyage presented
her with beautiful fldwers and o the niliherons vali-
alle gifts he had made to NMr. Niidu lLe
alded a beantiful Eashmir Shawl and valuable
rhsaries. There were over thfeé thongand people
incloding & large mamber of women present st the
Point to hive a Inst glimpse of one who had become
as dear a4 a mother to them. Just as tlie Lout wad
shent to move prayers were offered for thé safe
voyvage and health of Mis. Naidn. The scene at
the Point wos warked with solémnléy add t&es
were ronning from the eyes of hfindreds as the
bbat left. Mre. Naidu will be spending #bout a
month in Kenya before going to India,
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