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THE CLASS

AREAS BILL. -

HE long expected debate'on the Class Areas ]3i11
took place in the House of Arsembly on Wed-

nesiday night (April 2)7 My Dnnean (Minister -
of the Interior). in moving the second reading said that -

the Bill was one which had given rise to a good deal
i misrepresentation both in South Africa and perhaps
will more ontaide Sonth Africa,  The Bill bad been
misrepresented both as regards its scope and its in-
tention from two entively different points of view.
On the one hand it had been 1'epresented. as being
intended for the ruin of the Indian population of
Sonth Africx and for'their degradation, while on the
other hand it had been eriticised inside South Afriea
15 bringing na iwmprovement and being of po nse
and not heing worth the tromble of passing. Both
these points of view fundaweutally misunderstood
‘the ohjects, scope anl intention of-the Bill

In the first place the Bill was not intended to
rhin the Indian comunity or inflict degradation in

any sort.  On the other hand, in his opinion—and

he hoped the Housé wonld accept .that opinion—it
wus going to cffect n very considerable improvement
in the relations which existed now betwween the Eun-
ropean popnlution of South Africa and the Indian
commnnity., It wns the real intention to relieve

certain amount of the present causes of race and |

tede friction which now existed and to help in
hringing about a state of things in the relatinns be-
tween the Enropean population and the Indian
popalation in which we conld proceed calmly and
ranely to consider what those relations were and
"how they shonld he arranged so as to meet the needs
of hwth sections of the community,

PECULIAR FEATURES OF THE PROBLEM

The Government intended in this Bill to deal
with the Asiatic or Indian question according to the
peculiar requirements of South Africa. We had in

this country n state ¢f things which he did not think-

existed in any other part of the world where 2 Euro-
pean race and an Asiatic race had come into conflict
or into relutions with cach other. We had a state of
thinzs for more complicatéd than existed in the State
of Calilornia vr the Provionce of British Colurebia in
Cansla, because we had here a European population
whao harl bronght civilisation to this country and on
whom the maintenance depeaded-—(hear, hear)—
surroaniled by 2 much more numerons native popu-
lation, who hud to be governed and conducied into
civilisation hy the efloris of the European civilisa-
- tion.  Therefore, he (Mr. Dnnean) asked the Honge
0 eoneiger onr cireumsuinces fore, which were
peculiar and different from those of other countries,
where similar friction and trouble was taking place.
They intemled to legislate in this matter with every
. considerstion for the alisn people who were heing
afineted by their acts. (D, Forsyth : “They are not
aliens if they are Born here.”) It was the duty of
the House, continued Mr. Duncan, to give the fullest

reaird to the cbims of justice, particalarly where-

. those affeeted ol ne divect voice in the legishitpre

of the eonntry. At the sume time, they did not in-

tend to be deterred by any threats of resistanee in

touth Alrica, or by any threat of political action
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outside South Africe—(cheers)—ot by any retaliation
which might take place dutside South Africa. It!
might interest members to know that 4 Iaw had re-,
cently been passed in. the Indian Legislature by
which retaliation had already been effected, not for
what they were proposing to do in this Bill, but for
the Immigation Aect of 1913, :
‘When the Bill was passed it was generally nnder-:
stood—and he thought the Indian commaunity had
accepted that position—that the Immigration of
Asiatics into Sonth Afrieca. should cease. It was
anderstood that there should be no @iscrimination
by name against the Asiatics, but that this end
should Le attained by administrative action. - Dur-

. ing the present year a law had been passed through -

the Indian Legislature and put into force, whereby
persons, not heing of Indian race who visited, India
from any of the British Dominions, wounld be sub-
jected to the same restrictions in regard to the rights
of landing in India as Indians were in the particular
Dominion from which the visitors came. He,
therefore, warned South Africans intending to -visit

India as to what they might expect. Mr. Damecan

contended that thisyBilk aimed at meeting the re-
quirements of South Africa, with every considera-
tion for people of Asiatic race. He was talking as -
if-this Bill referred only to Asiatics; but, as a matter
of fact, the Bill had, been brought inte the House .

- becanse of the pressure of the Indian population in

Natal and the Transvaal mainly, and it was a criti-
cism agzinst the Bill that it did not name Indians or
Asiatics in express terms, but in this respect they
weré following the Immigration Act of 1913, and -
he maintained that it was a sound -principle- not to:
discrimipate against any particular race by name.

WHAT 1S THE- “MENACE” ?

The Bill had Leen brought into the House becanse
of the pressmre of the Indian inhabitants on -
the European population in Natal and' Transvaal.
The Bill had, as he had said, been criticised because
it did not solve what many people in this
country talked about as the menace to the Euro-
pean race by the competition and the ‘presence of
the Indian population in South Africa. He wanted,
first to ask the House to look calmly and sanely -at
this so-called menace. - What is it? What was it in
effect now and in its effects in frutore? In a matter
of this kind they were not justified in thinking only
of what was bappening to-dav, and -he wonld ask
hon. members who congidered that this Bill did oot

. &o far ‘cnongh to consider calmly what this: menace

was that we heard so much about in South. Afries.
. He regarded this so-called menace as arising not
_from the increasing number of Indians or Asiatics
in South Africa, but from the fact that a large I
dian population, which was here .in Sonth Africa
and which for the most part had been ‘brought here
hy South Africans for their own purposes—(hear,
hear)—was now arriving at a stage of civilisation
and edacation when it was beginning to make itself
felt in competition not with the unskilled: Iaboorer
of the land, but with the skilled trades, and with
couunerca and professions gruerally. = - ‘
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_ ADVANCE OF THE INDIANS
What was heing felt a8 an Indiun menice was due
to a gundunl rise in civillsation, in efficiency and in
edncation of Indian people whe hicl been here -for

many years, He knew that it was gerions, He knew

that in muany country towns in Natal and the Trans-
vaal the European trader who nsed to flourish there
had disappéared and that the competition was being
felt in a manner which he wonld be the last to deny
ns being serious. e would like hon. members to
reflect that this scriousness wans not a matter that
_wag going to last for ever: the seriousnesy of the
competition of these people was & anatter for this
gengration, .and perhaps a:little longer. than this
. generation, bit if the Euiopean population of South
Africa inforeased and expanded a8 it ought to do, us
we wish it'to'ree it do, and as’it nust. do if it Leld
" ity own, tlien -this competition, Lhis friction, this
impact of the Asiatic people who were now in Sounth
Africa would not be a serious matter after this
generation-had passed away. '
What we had to deal with now wus the impaet,

" the competition and -the friction which existed at |
the present time, 'and would exist for some consi.

deruble time to come. Immigration, ag he had said,
- had already been stopped. He would give the figures

disclosed by the Census of 1911 and the Ceusus of |

1921, In the Transvaal the Indian population,

aceording to the 1921 Census, was abodt 13,000,

The increase between 1911 and 1921 was 1,500

fmales and 2,500 females. Looked at from a percont-
age point of view, that might appear to be a big in-

crense, ‘but there were special reasons why this

_ incrense had taken place. ‘In regird to Natal the

- number of Indizns who- were brought over under

- indenture -during the years from 1860 to 1911, when
importation was stopped, “was about 152,000. " The
present Indian population in Natat was 140,000,
- -Colonel Creswell :
went back? .- .
" Mr, Duncan: I cannot tell the hon. member
that, but no doubt a large number did go back, - He
went ob t0 soy that between the-years 1911 and 1921
the figures showed a‘decrease in the Tandian. popu-

lation of 500 males and an increase of 8,000 females,

How many of those indentured '

-During the same years the Europeun populstion in ]
- Natal increased from 98,000 to 136,000, or just ander

40 par cent,

In quoting these figures he asked. hon. '

-inembers in this matier to look ahead. They had .

- to deal with a probem- which was cansed* not hy
any increase from outside of people whose racinl
" and social and commercial friction they had to deal
with,; butthe gradual vise in the scale of civilisation
"education. and efficiency of those who-wore now
here.- s AT T

. AIM OF THE BILL. =

- Thiu Bill; Mr’.‘“Dq'nc‘.m explained, aimed ut the-
- ‘geparation under carefully gnacded - conditiogs of.

the parts occupied for residential or trading purposes
. of those who came nnder its provisions, What. the
Bill aimed at was not what was sometimes called
.segregation.  They-did not aim at or think possible
a scheme for putting this particular elass of people
-somewhere " right away from us across some

imaginary ‘line where no relations between them
and_ the European. community ~wonld be possible.

‘What was aimed at was a- separation - for residential
. and trading purposes, for one or other or both, of
" the particular ‘class affécted by this Bill from the

" rest of the. community. The object of that, as he
had said, wag not to rain this particalar people, not ;

to maoke it impossible for.themn to live :decently, buy
to avoid the racial and sociul friction that went ony
and that was being fplt and, producing .the reaction

all.gver the Unjon, owing o the fact of .people.of-~

the Asiatic mce gradually pevetrating into- aveas:
which were osgnpied for residential and trading
purposes by .Enmeem of the commnnity.

" carry any implication of thut kind.

When they had o particalar ared where European
people had ucquiredd plots of groond and  built
houses, and where people of the Asiatic mee started
acquiring ground in that particular arca, they got at
once the social friction in 4n acute form. *“Thix
Bill,” remarked Mr, Duncan, “is intended to remnve
that; it is intended to remove the evil which comes
from this racial and social competifion.” Procced-
ing, he said that, while the Bill prevented that, it
did not intend (o overlook the claim that the person
of Asiatic ruce bad to he allowed to live according
to his own standirds and his own ideals, and liye
according to those ideals and standards in u place
which@ave him an opportunity of dojug so.

THE PROBLEM ELYSEWHERE

There was this jncompatibility of.the two ruces.
It was quite useless_for that Legisluture to shut its
eyes to that. The laws of the country had to. take
acconut of these feelings and ideas among—it might
not be the most enlightened section of the people—
but the mass of the people. Among the people of
South Africa there was that incompatibility. We
were not the only people in the world who had
these feelings and these troubles, He had mentioned

L the cane of California and British Colnmbia, where

‘they bad #imilar difficnlties. ‘Even the Indian
people themselves were not exempt from class
feelings, There were Indian people who refused to
have anything to do with other Indiana.

To Avoip FoRrcr o
- In the U.8.A. they had a large white population
ard « lurge negro population—brought in to be ex-
ploited as workers. {Lebonr members: Henr, hear,)
There thenegrownsgiven certain rights, He could go’

" to the polling booth, use a hotel or ride on a trmmn-car

just a8 the white man could. ‘What wns the resnit?
What the law allowed, custom by viclence denied.
Force came into play. The law gave a  cerlain
equality, but custom backed np by force denied
what the law pave. In Bouth Afviea they bad to
puss Iaws which could he in necordance with the
fundamental feelings of the people of the country.
The main purpose of this Bill was to do away with
a certain clash which wns taking place now owing
to the peneiration of one ritce's residentinl and comn-
mercial quarters by the other. The Bill was brought
in to allow the alien race to maké ite living under
lecent condilions but in 2 manner which would not
ioterferd with the feelings of the other ruce. The
gerious problem of the Asiatics in South Afriea
ghould be considerod with ealmhess und munity, Tt
had been pointed out as an argument agninst Lhis
Bill that it was to bring about a stute of things com-
parable to whal used to be known us the ghetto,
It was going to produce certain quarters in Natal
which would be jnhabited by a certain class of
people who would e denied the conditions under
which people would live decently. A great desl of
argument had heen founded on that,

NoT PRODUCING SLUMN -

He {fully recognised that to condemn s weetion of
the commuuity to live in our towns in insanitary
conditions where people could not live decent lives,
was fundamentally wrpng, and was going to renct
on the whole community. But this Bill 4jd not
It did not aim
at producing sloms. What it aimed #f was’a
separation of the residential anid. -if necessarys. th

L trading quarters ofvthe particulu ruce and the dther

secition-of the commuuity. »»The sepurate arend set
apart under this Bill would be such as to enable the
people who were gding to live therg to live "decent
Kivesvvithont the risk of - degradation to themselves
or -the -rest of the community,- The case of
Vrededorp hid been quoted. It was argned that
conditions in the areas divided -uidér= this  Bib
would be gimilar to those of Vrededorp. 1t wag
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true that the Asiatic Commisiou reported very
strongly against the conditions in Vrededorp, but
the fundamental thing to remember was that

Vrededorp was not an arca which had been set apart

for Asiatics. Vrededorp was simply a slum of
Johannesburg, It is not the only slum but perhaps
one of the worst there. One of the greateat
obstacles in gelting things done in Vrededorp was
the fact that many of the properties were owned
but not inhabited by Indiauns, who let their property
out at exorbitant rents to natives and coloured
people under conditions which were” almost a
* menace to the public health, The property was
owned by well-to-do Indians, but they did not .live
there, They conld not bring that as a charge
aguinst Indians, because there were many Euaropean
lnndlords who acted in the same way, He wunted
to muke it quite clear that Vrededorp wus not an
example to quote against this Bill. T

The Bill was couched in general terms and
applicd to classes baving certain common racial
characteristies. Europeans, Cape Coloured persons
“and natives were excluded because they were
provided for under the Native Arcas "Act. The
explanation why the Cape Coloured .person was
excluded wag quite simple. The Cape Coloured
person was in the main the product of a mixture
of the European and the native, the European was
vesponsible for his existence in South Afiieca.

RESPONSIBILITIES TO COLOURED "PERSONS

" Ho was one of the South African people, a mem-
ber of the South African community. The Euro-
pean population of Sonth Africa could not dissociate
jteelf from the colonred man, It was responsible
for his existence and must be responsible for his-
education and, civilisation and must find a place for
him. Europeaus were also exempted. As the Bill
was originally” published there was no exemption- of
that kind at all. He thought it was possible that
the objects of the Bill might have been achieved by
proclaiming a European aréa as well as a non-Efiro-
penn area, but this provision had given rise to
objections from cerinin sections of the Buropean
population, because they felt that they were being
sépurated from the rest of ‘the European population -
bn certain grounds, . .

POSITION IN THE CAPE

It was therefore thought better, in order to avoid
fearsand apprehensions, to exclude European people
from the scope of the Bill. There had also been a
certain upount of agitation ugainst the inclusion of
the Cape Province: It had been pointed out that
the Asiatic Commission whick inguired into the
relations of the European and Asiatic peoples had
reported that in the Cupe Provinee this problem gave-
rige to no-acute position. Pressure had been brought
to bear upon him to except from the scope of-the

" Bill certain parts of the Union, particularly the Cape
Province and the Free State, and he would have no -
objection to considering favourably an amendment
to that effect. They did not want to bring this Bill
into force in places where it might give rise to un-
casiness and apprehension and Where it was not.
required. - ' : -r ' .

Mr. Duncan said he wished to show the effect of
this Bill as compared with the laws in force at
present. In Natal The state of separation contem-
plated in this Bill did not exist i la%, but in’ many
parts such separation did exist il fact owipg to the
administiative action of the uuthorities responsible
for the iasue of licences. The question of residence’
had; ‘however, become acute and in. many towns
what” he “might call- residential penetration had

caused much Triction and trouble. In the Transvaal
there was still in foree the Volksraad law of 1835,
whereby areas might be set apart for Asiatic resi-
dences, but it had been held by the courts that this

did not apply to trading premjées and the rest'llt‘!md
been that as muny Indians lived on their trading
premises the law had-to a large extent been nulilfed.

IN THE TRANSVAAL TOWNS

. The difference between the Transvaal Act of 1883
and this Bill wus a very important one. Under the
the Transvaal Act Government was empowered to
set apartareas in which -Asiatics should be compelled
to live.' The effect was that if in any particular
‘town it was wished to set apart a special area for
Asiatic people the Municipal anthorities pointed out
~a8 remote an area as possible, whereas under this
Bill before an area could be proclaimed the Govern-
ment must first be satisfied as to_the suitability of an
area proposed to be set apart and-as to the existence:
of adeqnate amenities, sanitary -and- water services,
ete. : o ' L
“+ Mr. Duncan proceeded to outline the clanses-of
the Bill, pointing out that in regard to any pro-
posed Class Area there must be full investigation by
a Commission before proclamation. After the pro- -
clamation. of an ared no person belonging to a. dif-
ferentclass could hold ground in that arvea.” On the.
other hand persons belonging to the class affected,
would still be able to hold properties and to. renew
leases relating to property outside that area. o~
Mr. Waterson ,(Lab., Brakpan); That is leaving
' the present position just asitis. - o
Sir Abe Bailey (S.A.P., Krugeradorp) : Or 2 litle
worse, o T e
The Minister, continuing, said that existing licen-
ces outside the area would not be affected; but-no’
new licence could be granted. An exception was
. made mainly to cover the ease of "hawkerd - who
- would be deprived of their livelihood if-confined to
aclassarea. ~ .. D
As far as his experience went, the Asiatic hawker
did not competetwitli any European hawker (cries of
“oh”). . It was provided further- in' the Bill -that: if
4 particular area were inadequate for the people who
had to live there, it could ba extended.- It -was also:

| provided that in certain eventualities the Governor-

General might suspend-the provisions of the Act.- -
" That, he (Mr. Duncan) thought would be a very °
useful lever on the arban authorities to see that they
provided proper areas for the people who had to live
there,  Clanse 9 provided that where an- ares Wwas. -
get apart as the residential o trading avea, or- both,_-
there should be established -an  Advisory  Board.:
Thege provisions, remarked Mr. Duncan; ~were drawn’
with the object of bringing -about wresidential, com-- -
mercial and social separation, and doing away- awith.
what was in an increasing measure .the cause' of
friction and difficnity, and. -which might even lead.-
to violence. R

SMUTS-GANDHI AGREEMENT =
He . would mention - one: particular. eriticism
levelled against this Bill and that was_ that in bring-
ing forward the Bill the Government had been"”
guilty of a-breach of faith in regard to the a@reement
between the Prime Ministér and Mr. Gandhi. He
had examined very carefully the cortespondence
which passed at the time when this agreement” was
~made, and which had been_ examined by a”Select
Committee in this House in' 1919, This charge of
@ breach of faithr was based, ‘as far as he had been
able to make out, on two grounds, - One was that ‘it
was alleged—and he thought, correctly alleged-—that
-a general undertaking was given at that time on
- bebalf of the Government that if and when' the
immigration of Indians in Sontly Africa was stopped
the Indians who were actually here would be given
duecbnsideration of “their rights. . As far as that was
concerned 'he did Wot regard this Bill as any breach.
.. whatever of’_fhﬁ'”ﬁndertaiking. I
- 'The charge’*however, ‘went further- arid ‘alleged.
that an undertaking svas givén on-behalf of ‘thé-
Government of the TUnion at that time that yested

1
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rights wonld be respected, and under the “term

“vested righte” were included the right of Indinns
who were now trading here or those who migmnt sue-
cocd-them as traders here or any other traders wha
m’ght be tradipg here, to go on trauding under the
same conditions, and in the rame parts as they were
truling innow. He woyld. like to make it qnite
clear that this term ‘‘vested rights,” emploved by,
Mr. Gandhi in his correspondence with the Govern-
ment at that time, was never intended by him, and
never understood by anybody else, us carrying ang
implication of that gort. "What he was dea!m" with
at the time was the question of the rights of certain
traders who had been allowed to trade on thé pold-"|
fields against the strict tevms of the low, and he was
denling with the question of what shiould be done in
regard to these men, whether the law hud been
strictly applied i6 them and they should be twned
oﬂ:‘, or whether.the rights they “bad built up by ac-
quiescence should e respected. When the Act of
1919 was under consideration that pmnt wing brought
ap, amd that Act made carefn! provision to respect
the vested rights of traders which had been ucquired
in opposition to the law, merely Decanse of the fact
that they had been so acquired and enjoyed,

After that the Asiatic Commission went into {his
particnlar question and reported on it, and.they also
had fhe impartial testimony of 8ir Benjamin Robert-
son, who came here from India to assist the Asiatic
Commission in its work.

Cramy 10 EQUALITY

‘ Tn conclusion, Mr. Duncan said that he wmll(l
like to remind the House that this is not a problem

they had to be afraid of. It was certainly nota -

problem that was going to he solved hy injustice
and oppression. * They had -to remember that they
were dealing with people who had settled in this
couintry for a comparatively long lime, with people

who built up lorge business interests in this country,

with people who had brought up their childiren here.
He knew that their claims went much further,
knew that they claimed- full holitiecul and social
equality. That wag a claim that we could not
possibly allow.at the present time.

The conditions of South Africa were such that wa
were in every way preciuded from undertaking any
claims of that kind, but we were going to nse the
powers of the State and the powers of this House to
get apart separate areas where these people were to
live, and these areag must be sach as to enable them
to live .decent and wholesome aml clean Mves, It
would not be te- anybody's interest, and least of all
our.own, to force -them into plices wherve they
could not live decent and civilisedd lives, Allacding
to the policy of repatriation, he observed that he
could not even consider the question of compulsory
repatriation, but where those people desired. to go
back to India we should makeit easy  for them
to do so.

A Harmivtu FALLACY

About 2,200 Indians had gouve each year in the
last three years. .Replying to a question by Colonel
QOreswell, Mr. Duncan said he could not sy what

the cost had been. Bnt that policy hesthonight eoald

be developed and extended. He had found very

cousu]erable ‘opposition. among pegple. who talked ]

most about the Asiatics—from the point of view of,
the labouring classes—that thoy were 2 menace to
the country. That line of argunent was based npona
fallacy which had done a lot of harm in South Affpica.
He thought it was a matter of common sense and
common knowledge that lahour edu zites a2 man, and
if he was content to remain in that state of life it
wounld bring about some development. Honourable
members mnst make up their minds that it. was
desirable to encourage Indiun people to yo elsewhere,
either back to India or somewhere whore they were
more welcome than they were here.

‘He -

NoT A PaNacea

T'his Bill was not gaing to be o panaest or oy slve
what was calied the Indian menaco, That eould only
he solved in one way—bhy the l'umpmu population
of Sonth Afriea so ¢ t|r.:n:lnm that the swunber of
Asintics would cease to giveany e to the Earope .
If it was applied carefully, ns it was intendel to he,
the Bill wonld bhring ahoot a small but a usefil -
provement withont any serions harm or injnstien to
any seetion of the cmnmnnity. without that  aoura-
vation of racial and soeial friction go wneh in evi-
dence to-diny.  1If they did not stop that friction the
consequences woukd be grave.  He thonght it counld
be atoppeed without any deracdation or injustice to
8 section of the communuoity,

CoL. CRESWELL'S SPEECH

“Colonel Creswell suid e bad listened with plea-
gure to the candid way in which the Minister il
set ont what he bad to say in praise of thia Bill, The
Ministey said it with a mindesty which many of then
thought the oceusion requireld. As the Minister siid,

it wag not o panacea, It was going to huve an oxtr-
ordinarily small effect in dealing with this problem,
The Bill purported to dend with a very aenle state of
fealing, a very acate s:t.natmn, which, ay tho Minis-
ter said, was felt more in Nutal than elsewhere in
the Union.

Dip NoT TOUCH CAUSE3

The position which nrose to-day wus that when
they had thia Bill before them a close examination
showed that it did not tonch the canres of the effeety
which were complained of, The principal inflnences
wliich desived legislation of this sort were thove con-
y nected with the trading eommuanity, Bat if they
.were going to relieve the teading eommunity it
conld surely only be hy placing some disabilities rm
_their competitors.

TIneifective and innozuons as e nge®ed this Bill
wag 1o the main, it had produced n tromendous out.
cry notonly in India, but from the Earopean sec-
tions concerned.  He ngrebd that there wad a great
deal of prejuctice in the country, but joinetl issne
with'the Government in the way they were denling
with the question. If they were going to deal with
this matter in the presence of the acate tension and
{eeling aivl growing race wutagonism  which the
Minister had spoken ubout, they must be enveful to
tey to denl with the canses anul to avoid anything in
the nunre of eyewnsh.

RooTs oF THE PRODLEM

What they feavedd way that the Governmont in
" dealing with this problem showed a lick of rym-
pathetic understanding of what seemed to the Lab-
l-our Party the roots of this problem. He wishod to
approach this subject with us little party |mlem|.(,5
a8 possible, ard he urged that they onght 1o voice
their diggeeemonts ag clearly connected with their
convictions, He thought they all were in agree.
meunt with the séntiments expressed by the Miniater
whon he kaid it dowa that it was their duty to muin-
tain Buropean civilisation in thin ¢ountry, although
Le was bomdd 1o way that the Goverminent’s eonduet
‘ofton seemerd fo bein conflict with their words. He
[ aluo agreed thit this was a serious problen, which
wonld he more ensy to Immlle if the Luropean popu-
lation inerensed..

~He wished to avoid giving nﬂ‘mcv to his Indian
fellow-subjects in this for he recognised that tlu-v
Il a high eivilisation when his aneestors were going
- about stained with the juices of berries.  Buat he m iin-
tuined we hadiin this country one supireme problem
arising from the contact of the Enropean race with a
black race harely emerging from barkarism. Throwgh
the short-sizlited action of o predecessors another
" population element was inteodneed into Natak in
1860, This introduction was due to the dominsnt
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infltence in the Colony, and wis aminst popular |

sautiment. (Hear, hear.) In the next generation =
nunber of the coolies thus importad start« 1 to in-
vale other oceupations, and ousted Earopzans in
sune of the humble walks of life, The voice of the
European workers was nnheede L. :
Nor o¥ THE RIGHAT LINES .

Col, Creswell went on to say that this Bill wys. in
the I abonr Party’s opinion, the best the Governinent
could do, inspired by the same principles and ideas
to deal with it along lines which were compatible
with the commercial idea of life, the ideas of buy-
ingin the cheapest market and selling in the deaypst,
never mind what was the standard of life of, the
employees. This Bill, as far as it wént, was little. or
no solntion. It did not go on the right lines. It was
@oing to leave the present position absloutely. nn-
changed. There would be no material change in
the position of the trader in the towns of the Trans-
vl or elsewhere, The people who were so anxious
for irrmediate relief would find that this Bill afford-
-l then: no relief, .,

It seemed to him to disregard the real facts that
we ouglt to recognise and the end at which we
ouuhi to begin. The Bill would he atterly fuatile
and useless for the small towns. The only thing'®
that it had in it was that it indicated that there
should be a8 little social frietion as possible and thit
the provess which to-day existed in Natal, where to
i certain extent ‘they inhabited different aress,
ghonld go on.- He noticed that the Minister in his
speech. hardly spoke abost wiat was the real root of the
matter—economic friction. Ile thought the Prime
Minister bad every man in Sonth Africa behind him in
the a:titnde which he took up on this question ab the
Iimoperial Couference, but he snpprosed that no one real
ised more than the Prime Minister that that waa an
atitude which counld not be maintained for all time.

Tue Rutive Maxin oF COMMERCE

They should pay for their labour whai it demanded,
and pever mind about how it lived. That was tlie ruling -
muxim cf commerce in Sonth Africa,” To coatinne with
such.a policy was going to lead to the elimination of
white civilisstion in this conntry. He sngoested thet
the lirst line of attack on the problem which this Bill
was designed to solve was by mauicipal legislation and
the rigorous enforcing of public bealth laws, TF they
began-in that way, and were less inspired by the com-
mereiul idea, they wonld et up a standard of life ‘not
only among the As‘atics but ‘among Earopeans which
would be compatible with Enropean standards. Let
thern make their economic standard compatible with
their standard of civilisation, If they had a largee and
Toore Prosperons wage-earning commuaity in this coontry
they would be abls to restrain Asitics or Earapeans
from unfair competition, . o T

CoL. CRESWELL'S AMENDMENT -

The Minister had told them that s nne 17,000. Indians
had been repatrinted. He understool that many of thoze
who had gone back were Living in geeab distress. We
liad bronght these peaple here aul we were responsible
for their position. We conld notb. expee: to renely ic
at the expense of sinebody else! This -Bill, in his
opinion, was going to effect wothing, bot he did not
want to see the matter laid aside, be wiuted it 1o by
thoroughly dealt withs Colonel Creswell t irg moved an
amendment that the order for the second realing b: dis-
charged and the subject matter be referredl 1o 8 Salect
Committee. - S

MR, StracEAN i .
Mr. Strachan {Lab,, Ma itzbargy, speakinz in sapport
of the amendmant, said thas h= oo ild eadorss prac:.ipcgﬂy
every sentence which the hon. mexber for Stamford Hill
had nttered. The Miaister had asked them %5 consider
this Bill calmly eod sanely. Iie {Mr. Strachan) thoaght

the mppointment of & Select Jommittes ~
e et o ‘ woald e_nnbla

[ ' -

A Questioy oF SELF PRESERVATION

e muintaiuzd that the comoetition of [niians in
Na'ai was snch that it wa3 nase sy that something
more should be doqe than s»inl aid trading se:resation,
He was pleased with 1he principles of this Bill aod that
the Goverument were doing sym:thing, bnt it wa: a
(uesiion of sclf-preservation with the Faropeans .in
Nital, and he only w leomed thisae a first “sep b-canse
thix Bill only touched the {ringe of whet was perbaps the
greatest problem in this coantiy to-day, When Alr,
Mackenrtan introdoced & motion in fuvour ‘of Asiatic
regrecution the attitude of the Min'ster of the [nterior
was sympstLietie, but he fonod that a good niany. of the
representations” A< to the so-called mepace lLad  buen
exagecrated aud hé'threiy as much cold water on tllle
projosal us possible. The Municipality of Maritzburg
liad been striving to set apart an area fur a native

. location, but the proposal liad always been defeated by~

the objuetion of peopl: in the neighbburtivod of-. fhe site

propased  >imilar diffizulty wonld be experience U iF 6.

was soufrbt to carry ous this Bill, | )
Dip Nor Go Far E~ovew

Mr, Blackwell: *Jow will yon solve this gifficalty >

Mr. Strachan: “I is s matter for the Select Committer,'
Proceeding, he said the people of Na‘al were not satisfied
with mere sympathy from the Goverament, and their
supporters finding that they were losing political ground
bgcanae the Governaeat persisteatly refased to tuckle the
Asiatic question hud brought pressure to bear upon the -
Prime Minister: He wished that vhe Indians had heen .
allowed t spread from Natal joto the otier Provinces.
g1 that more interest woald have-lbeén taken by the. -
Hoase in this question. = The Bill Jid nob go far enongh;:
and it did not tuckle the qaestion.in .the proper way..
The hon. membep; called . attention £ the economie
competition which existed in trades in Natal betweea the
Indians’ sod Earopeans.. He had not gweloded Chis
apecch, when. The debate. was adjsurped: uniil the
following day. R T T

) R ]

- o

TAUSDAY APRIL 8 ,
Mr. Strachan (Ls%., Muritzbarz'N.), in continaiaz his_
spe-ch said that where he fonad exceprional fanls with-
the ineasare was that there was no provision or pratection
whatever to those who had only their labour o s-Il.” The
worker and the prodacer wore got protect d und-r the
Bill at all. — o v o
He quoted from the *siatic Com mission’s rejort of .
1921, to the eff -ct, ‘in Fac*, many of the witnewe: gtated |
that they bad no objectivu to the presence of the Tadiau,.
so long as-he remained-a labonrer,.nnd did nit em-"
bark npon Commszrce or other pursnits.” T
- It reminded him of a coogress he had attendad in
Natal, the porpose of which was to et rid of  Asiatic
competicion anl teade in Somth Africy, and it hal -
pecome very evident that all that was desiré | waa to get .
rid of one pagiicalur unfaie ¢rmpetition in trade, and-
not to do ansthing at all in =o far a3 the co rpetition a3
agaiust those wlo bad only their laboar to sell, -
The Mioister seemed to have a limited idea of the
intoads Indians were making in Natal, if he spoke ouly
of hawkers. (Mr. Duncan demared,)  No fuwer than,
1,4G1. persons were describ=d as dn%ian em;loyess in tle
emylny of the Darban Crporation, and the grest majority
worked ab a triflins wa e, only 23 getting £35 per month

- Or over.

~ “That i3 why they are employed,” said Mr. Strachan,
“and that is why the Undian competitor will beat the
white man every time.” . - R ‘
_ Thelowest wage, he went on to say, was 54 per month.
Coming to the South African Railways and Harboura
Alministration, he eaid that it. emploged 81 Iudians in
the C’ape,and’ 2,104 in Natal, nnd none in the other
Provinces, The rates paidl in the Oape varied from:
23, 6d. to 43. 10d. a day with fres food and lodging. Soma
who were eogaged on more importdnt daties were paid
from bei 8d, to Ba, 3d. a day, . -
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He sabaitted that many of the Europeans in Natal at
the present time would be only too glad to work ab the
game remuneration. It was o questiou whether they -
wonld ba of the same servile type of labour a3 the Indian3
were, bat it wonld be going some way towards maintaiu-
- ing the white race in Natal. : ’
Mr. Dancan’s opinion seemed to have changed con-
" giderably since 1922, when he had taken strong objzction
to dealing harshly. with the Indian trader and at the
game time had taken exception to those who insisted that
the labonr should not be intetfered with. The Minister
had said in-that year that in dealing with these problems
they must deal with the Asiatic problem as a whole.
That was one of the reasons why they on those beaches
desired that the measure should be sent to a Select Cox-
mittee, - That Bill was class legialation to the extrems.
If it was the intention of the Government to protect the
" trading community something should also be doae to stop
the unfaiv competiton by Indisn people. Mra. Naida
was reported to havesaid that if the Goverament of Sonth
Afrioa insisted upon Sonth Africa being a white man’s
conntry, the Government.of India woald insist on Indin
" being 8 brown man’s conntry. .Ifsoms exchange conld be
arranged, he felt it swould be to the advantage of both
countries. . Fle hoped the Minister wonld azree to -send-
ing this Bill'to a Select Committee in order that a more
reasonable measare could be pat before the House,

MR. RosmNeoN's OBIECTIONS

Mr. Robinson (8.A.P., Dorban Central) said he wonld .
like to join inthe appeal made by the hon.-member fol®
Stamford Hill that this Bill should not be made a parly
measure.  [n dealing with questions of colonr the [Hause
had always pat party considerations on one side, and mem:

. bera had been free to say frankly what they thought. He
would like to correct the statement made'by Colonel Cres-
well, who seemed to snggest that the party of which He

- (Mr, Robinson) was 4 member was responsible for having
donenothing to relieve the distress caused by the Indian
immigration, It ‘was not the fact' that the Indian

- Government had ‘pot an- end- to the imporlation, -
They in this. conntry wanted the fodiang “to finish
their indentwres in India, but to that . the Indian
_Government refused to accede. The credit for stopping
‘the importation was due to the far-sseing statesm wnship of |

" thelate General Botha, T

" °  He{Mr. Robinson) could not agree-to the proposal for
the appointment of a Selest Committes, Thay hal hul
- Commissions on this sabject, aud the silient facts con~

_* mected with the question wete already available to anyboly
. who cared to stady them. He thoughs they should discass

this matter on the floorof the House, when ea th ons tould

- give what he conceivéd to baa solution of the diffienl"ies. ~
. 7T Sowe Fraumrss . :

. He would cite a few figares, which he thought wore
illuminatipg,: The Indian population of Natal in 1911

* was 188,420; in'1921 it had risen to'141,649 —n inorérse
of gix per cent. only; "In 19t9 there were (28 trading
licences, and in 1923 licences had only increased to 629 — -

. aninorease of nne in 4 years, - In 1920:theetl value of
‘property in Duarban was £18,546,000, and of that ‘the
Indians owned £856,000. ’At-the present time the total -

. value of property was £17,409,000, of which Asiaticy
- owned £1,028,000. The next print he wanted to deal

. with was what waa kkaown as -the -Asiatio infiltration into

" theareas nsually occapied by Europeans,. ~ = . -
- Y- U Wiaeks iy Naman, |
- In 1921 there ware only 63 Asiaties residing in
_Enropean areas. -Abt the present time the number had
risen to about 400. The average weokly wages ppid to

- Faorapean. workera from (895 to 1921 in the Ugion }

. were: Cape Peninsula. 64s. to 181s.;  Bloemfoptein, 80a.
to 1408.; Port Elizabeth, 61s. to 120s.; - Witwalers- ;
rand, 1078, te 1723.; and Durban, 758. to 1424, The,
average increase had been maintained well in Durban.
The averageincreases in Kuropgan wages iz 1920 and
1921 were as folldws: Witwatersrand, 87 per cent. in

cent, in 1920, 75 per cent. in 1921; Darhay, 91 por
ocent, in 1920, 78 parcent. in 1921, Bailsr makers were
paid at a hwhor rate in Darban than is any other
town ia the Union. The propotion of eolonred emplogees
to whites in the Uaion wase: Frez State, 21 par cent.,
Transvaal, 58 percent.; Cape, 62 perc2ot: and Natal,
75 per cenbk. - : : :
The points which emerged from these fizures were
that they had not b:en any alarminz or anything likea
congiderable increass in tha mamYer of trading licenoes
held by Tndians in Natal, bat there had.betn a very
sarions decrease in the numbec of white persons emplo-
yed in Natal. There was a very manifesl indication
that the Asiatics themselves were deliborately choosing
to rezide in Enrvopesn dreas. = Conld the Honse dis-
rogard thealarm felt over the measare by évery Indian
in the eountry and also the'fact that the pesple whoe
had been pressing for thée introduction of the moainre
wera dissatisfied with 167 ' " .
“#I cannot,” declared Mr. Robinson, “vote for &
meagnre that is going to be the means of placing
these peoplé in anch conditicns of lifa bhat they
will amount to-living in n Ghetto. It is impouible
to counstitate areas.in any of the principal towas of
Natal whers it oan coascieationsly by said that In-
dians will ba placad on’ revsonably fair ~conditions
/  such as it in possible to allocate to white,”

AX APPEAL FOR DELAY

* The Darban Trva Council had reanheld tha cinclusion
that it had nob an acens snitable for au.Indizn settlemant.
It was not pasvible to give tham areas in Darbad waich
the Miuvister desired they should have. Where Indians
had already taken possassin hé iy’ convinced thab
nothing conld be doae to onst tham, Where, for inatance
were the Indiana to ba placed at Macltzharg? '
Me, O'Brien (8. A, P, Muritzbarg, 8.): We will fiad
a place for thém, o :
- Mr. Robinsoa {proceedin f) appaalel to the Govera-
msnt to delay the passing of the Bill, on the gronnd that
if the mnaicipalities éiald not zeapple with the problem
_ the Government could ndb.  What had beed done to
iadace the [ndians ko expitriate themaelves voluntarily?
Qaly 425,000 a year wa3 geb aside for this purpsie, but
it woald ba'cheap to spend tea times that nmoaant,
Greater indacements shonld ba offered [ndians tv rataen
kome, and the Indian Government shonld be consulted
on the question. © Ansther solution of the problem wa3 a
larger Enropeau popalation, Mr, Robinson repeated that
hie conld not vote for the meagura, altheazh it- had besn
jotrodnced at the repeated reqmest -of Natal. All the
‘miseries of locations wou'd - fellow' the sagregation of
Indians, Mr. R)binson then put in a plea for Manritinas
and St. Helenans, that they be excladed from the opara-
tions of the Bill. (Hear, hear,) . :

- Muem Fyss Asour LITTLe

Mr. P. G.'W. Grobler {Na*%, Rustenhurg} said that
the agitation abont the Bill wis so maoh asdo aboat
uothing, becanse the effect of the Bill wonld be very
little indeed, and he felt that 8o little good tronld bo
achieved by the mensure that it had nob been worth
oveating all the agitatioa which ~had resalted, The
Transvaal in the olden daya had always tried to koop
. Agiatics oat, but had nob sdcceeded, 83 a resolt of the
‘opposition of the ImiperialrGovernment, The' Transvaal
then bnd tried to keep Asiatica io certaio areas, bat
owing to the effects of tha peraicious Milner—Chamber-
lain policy, it h1d baem preveated from carrying ont that

olioy. : : ‘ oo
d Asy a matber of fact, a great inany of those, who how
sat behind the Government, in those days sapported the
Milner policy—and now their chiokens had come to
roost. S - - :

.The only reason why he wo1ld vate for the second
reading of the Bill waa bzcanse tha principle of segregation
twhich he favonred was taken np in the weasare,. Bnt
beyond that the Bill oould have little effect. Why so

. 1920, 54 per cent, in ¥921: Uape Peninsula, 94 per

LA AR e g

much agitation shonld be caused he did not kuow, s in

R I
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the first place the responsibility was placed on mun’ei; ali-
ties, while farthermore, if BeCLAry, the Miniater could
appoint a Sommission to 70 inte the matter of the areas
which it was desired to set up noder the Bill, and even
then the GovemorGenenlm(,onncxlcould refase to
secept the recommendations of the Commiss oo, -

. What was more, the Bill woald not apply to exmmg '

arees or dwelling places of Indians, but only to fature
areas. Tn point of fact, the existing state of affairs wonld
pot be toacbed at sll.  Existing nghzs would not be inter-

fered with. .
Tux Bic Towss O~LY

e complained that the Bill did ot say one word abont
the mral areas, 50 that Indians who were diwatisfied with
conditions io urbau areas might go to the rural areas and
there come inlo competition with trad-rsand otherr. -
Mr. Grobler went on toetay that while acbody desired to
dom injostice to the In-lians, the civilisation of the In-
dians was different from that of Earopeans and was in
conflict wi.hit. In fact,tbe question they were dealing
with was the preservation of the white race, 20d it was for
that resson that certain measares hsd to be taken.

The Indians must not run away with the idea that the
Eoropeans looksd down opon them and wanted to treat
them onjotly. He boped thar the Minister wonld pay
attention fo the warniag of the Chamber of Commerce t-.at
the Indians should not be placed anywhere where they
woald be unable to make a decent I'ving. 'They were in
Sonth Africa and mnst be treated fairly and jostly.

The best solation of the whole difficnity, whaterer the
ocet, would be to bay oot the Indiansand le- them go back
to Jndia. Botasmatters were, they mnost not shut their
eyes to the fact that the Indisns were here and- would stay
bere,and woanld eventuslly make themselves felt in the
political life of the coutry; the difficalty in fwture -wonkl
benoton]yemmmm, but also political. -

Fiom The Cope Times,

~ {Zo be Contruued)
| b
"PRELIMINARY NOTICE =~~~
An Emergency Conference of the South
African Indian Congress (Fourth Session})
will be held in Durban, on Easter‘h’[onda}‘,‘
21st April 1924, and following days.
President-Elect: MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU.”
Business : .
1. Report and F inancial Statement.
2. Revision of Rules. ‘
3. Class Areas Bill.
4- Lducation.
5. Election of Officials.
6. General.

" OMAR HAJEE AMOD JHAVERI, -

President.
Y. S C. PATHER,

m ——
TO SUBSCRIBERS
The subscription rate for Ins AN O.Ni0N
is 15s. od. for South Africa and 155. 6d

for oversea.
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NATAL COLONIAL-BORN
ASSOCIATION

The adjourned meeting of the above Asso-
ciation will be held on Sunday the 2oth inst.
-at Rawat's Bio- Hall, Victoria Street, Dur-
ban, at 2. p.m. sharp. All persons wishing-
to pamcnpate must eirol lhemselves prior
to the meeting. , :

Aqenda T -
1. Adoption of Constitution.
~. 2. Election of Ofﬁcm]s
3- General.
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Box 1770 Dnrban. Protem Secv
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