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RHE Aunnal General Meeling of the Natal
Inadian Congress wan held last Suauday. the -

2nd instant ot Rawat's "Bio .Hull.: The
members of the Congreig only were adinitted in the

Hall down stuivs and the spectators were given seats”

on the gallery, The plattorm was oceupyied hy the
members of the Committee and officials of the
Congress,  Mr. Amod - Bavat presided. The pro-
ceedings comruenced at 3-30.  The purpose tof the

weetivg having been expliined the Secretary Mr.
A. Cliristopher reud the minuates of the last annpal.:
penerul meeting amd were unanimously - adopted.
The report of the Comgress up to date was then :
submitted by the Secretary {(which is published- in |
another column), apd a Fuancial Statement of the |
Congress ujp to date commencing from Junnary 1922 |
Treasurers Messes, 0.
H. A. Jhaveri nnd V. 8. C, Pather which showed a :
Alter a few explanations the |
report aud the statement were Loth  unanimously |

wits Anbmitted by the hon,
deficit of £115-12-4.

adupted. A vote of thanks to the vetiving officials
was proposed by Mr, J. Roveppen which was

seconded by Mr. 8. N, Richards aml carried amidst
Up to thig stuse the work of the
1. Rustomjee; Jouﬂl,t._,H(_mf ‘Treasurers’s * Messrs, V. 8. Q..

acelaination,
meeting went on quite smohy and the election of
new ! otheials was  then taken dnto  hanel.

Clunpress wd proposed thut he should Le - re-eleciml
for the post for the ensning period. A counter
proposal was bronght by young Mr, Mayat who paid
u tribute to Mr. Amod Bayat for the services he had

r:ndered bot said thet an opportunity should -be .

given to others also to hold this responsible post for
that may tend to bring about a change-for the better,
My K. AL Parulk, he suid, had just arrived after. his
pilgrimacze to Mecea and: bad expressed his desire to
wccept ice. Mr. Paruk; the speaker contended

helel an influentinl pogition” mwong Durban_ Indian

merchants and was therefore Letter fitted to take up
the presidentship and iccowlingly proposed his
mame and urged upon Mr. Bavat that he shonld
refrain from accepting the position in order to give
Mr. Paruk the o'ppoctunity. Mr. A. H. EKuagi
supported voung Mr, Mayat and said a new hroom
always sweeps better than the old one and he applied
the same rule in the cuse of Mr, Parnk. Some strony
" speechies were-then mude in favour of .the proposal
as well as the counter proposal and it wus decided
to put the matter to the vote.  This did not sashfy
the element that wag in favpur of the amendmeng
and insisled that Mr. Bayat should refrain from
heing dlect&] angl the house shonld .unanimously
elect Mr.Parok as president. | Mr, Bayat, in order
that {he work may go on smoothly and in barmony
aereed o refrain from accepling, (% prdsidéntship
which action was viewed by 3 lﬁi‘fl’i:ﬂmtjm'ity to bLe
absolutely anfair and M. Bayat having realised
the feeling after much pursnation agreed to accept
the presideutship if he would be elected. It was

thercupon onee more decidedl to” put the matter.

to the vote but those in favour of the mnenchnent

anldl who were in a hopless minority created an -

uprvar and for a time rowdyism prevailed. Much

Mr.
. Blinwani Dayal spoke in glowing terms of the  past
servised of - Mre. Bayid s the  president of the .

were elected as.Vice-Presidents, . .
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pleading was done by several speakers: not fo-take

-up an unfair attitnde and to be -satisfied-with the

result of the votilg, but it was all of no awail. In
‘the end, however, to the dissatisfaction of the -
-distarbing element the matter was put to. the vote .
and Mr. Amod Bayat was elected president by a
very large mujority. The minority comprising not -
more than twenty who created a great deal of dis-
tubance even after their defeat~with the intention
of breaking up the meeting. They however - failed -
to achieve their object for ‘the business of  the
meeting carried on and went, on "very_ smoothly °
after they had disappeared from the scene. - It was
a very difficalt task to condact the - meeting and  it.

was ably performed by Mr. V. Lawrence.:

The following: new officials. were elected. And
the meeting terminted with a vote of thanks ‘to- the
chair and to Mr. Rawat for allowing the .use” of his
hall at 9-30 p.m. after-a “tiresome sitting. of six
hours :— < Ce TR T s
Preéident: Mr. Awmod Bayat, Vice-Presidents: Messrs,
E. M. Paruk; Bhawani Dasal; V. Lawrence; Chavlie *
Nulliah; B, M. Patel: and- A.: Dookan. :- Joint Hon.-
Secretaries :  Messrs. A<’ Christopherand, ‘Sorabjes -

Patherand 0. AL Jhaveri::-Commiittee # Messrs,
8. N. Richards: P. R. Pather; J. Royeppen:- A.. I.
Kajee: Slaik Amod; M. B.: Muharaj; Satya Dev: -
8. L. Panday; 8. L. Singh; ML-S. Randeree; Abdulla.
Moosa; B. A. Maghraj; S. Emmamally; M, B. “Naijk; -
E. M. Chin; M. M. Gandhi; R. K. Naidoo;- T. M.

- Naicker; A. H. Kazi; Sayed Fakroodeen; M. L.

Suftin; B. Dowley; K. Haribbai and A Sukdev. .

- Auditor—Mr: S, J. Randeria, . -~ °

Following was the'report submitted at meeting w—-
The Annual- General' Meeting of the "Congress”
owing to the exigencies of the time was not held,
During .the year owing to the ‘resignation on the
departure to India of? Messrs. A.- A. Gandhi and R.
B. Chetty, Mesurs. V. Lawrence and B. M. Patel’
" N R

7 o IMMIGRATION - - .. .~ i
As the result of representations made by the South
African Indian Congress Execttive ‘of ‘which- N atal
is a part at its instunce the Minister in reply to some *
of the points raised said that ;=— - .- e
As regurds inter-provincial visiting,. such’ visiting -
wus governed by regulations issued under the Act
No. 22 of 1013, which provided that z deposit of
£10 be made against the issue of the TECessAry per-
mit that the depésit was a gnarantee. that ' the holder
complied with the terms of the permit.and returned
to his~Provitice of domicile, and that it wus not °
intended to eliminate this provision. That i vepy -
special cases however, certain eoncessionsvere made..
as for example, in the case of Delegates” from other
Proviyces atténding the Conference #&hen* informal. .
perinits at the cost of 2/6 only-without deposit were
issued. (The. Minister has however from time to .
time authorised the issue of informal permits with-
out cost-to delemates going on deputation.) ’
That the limit ‘of currency - of " certiticates for
identity was ixed at three years. If the -holder did
not return, to' this. country in that time he might

i . o -
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porsibly be regarded as forfeiting his right of domi-
cile. The onus was on the Bolder. to prove after the
expivy of thut time, his riglit of ®votry by virtue of
domicile unil that the question entailed no hardship
on any but those whose former residence wns per-
Tups not legally expired.

That the policy of the depurtment was to resort

to the method of identification by ineus of finger- |

prints in cuse of uneducated Indians who had no
formed handwriting and that no opposition to this
as a rule wae offered:, DI cames wliere Fadians whe
either from education or from their commercial or

- social standing were able to make nse of other means
_ of identification, such means were freely exertised.

That the matter was_ at all times sympatheucally
dealt with.

That the Principal Immigration Officers in the
Tnion had stated that Indinns wefe not as & general
rule called. on to complete Form, D.I. 1% on the
occasion of the issue of each permit. Provided that
the form was once completed by the applieant to the

gatisfaction of the Principal hnmigrntion Officer the

docoment was regarded as sofficient for fabture !

applications for permits, That it wus however

necessary that for subsequent issne of permits, some .
form of application should be made, and /Ahat a -

simplified form was in use for this purpose, The
modified form referred to was B.1. 4.

That Appeal Boards were composed in ‘the main

" of ex-Magistrates who had had some experience of

Jegal practice, that the present members had had a -

great deal of experience of Boartl work, and that
tlrere. were no valid gronnds £0r altering the per-
gsonnel. That 30 far as the question of appeal from
the Board to the Supreme Court was concerned
and an essential point in Appeal cases was to térmi-

-nate them as gnickly as possible to enable the. pro- |
hibit who had failed:to satisfy the Board as te his

right of admission to be sent away without undue
sttention in the Union.
terms of of S.A.LG.

ses'not only to the Appellants themselves but to the
Government which could hardly be justified. .
That the time limit: of ‘Appeal was fixed by the
Act ab three days:. It applies to all prohibits no
matter of what nationality, That the limitation was
obviously fixed so as to enable the prohibit who' kad
failed to lodge notice of appenl to leave by the sume

boat o wlkioh he hnd am-\ved To extend the time-

would mean the prohibit'would- probably remain in

. the Opion for an-indefinite period and it was thers-

fore not ivtended to provide for any mmendment of
the existing time limit. -

The several points raised by the Minister’s lotter
were the subject of further correspondence with the
Union Government,and in respect to some of them_

- also. with the Government of India, consistent and

s

reasonable representation on hardsbips or injustice .

snffered by Imhuns under the Administration of the
Immigrants’ Regulation Act would no doubt in the
end carry conviction to those in anthority.
) ‘DEPORTATION
NathoorGrooden with hie family was declared a
prohibited immigrant aud ordered to-be deported
and: upon the represenmtions of Congress the Minis-
ter of Interior was plensal to withdraw the.order
of deportation.” In Vallalbh and other matters alsc
Congress rendered such help as was reasonable.
) PRQH‘I-BITION '

“As a repork was being written Congress has. learnt
of the favourable decision given by the supreme
Court of Natal ip the mutter of M, D, Barooehi on a
question of 4 reserved law. Congress rendered every
possihla assistance e'{ceat ﬂmlmg the expenses of the
Appeal.

COLONIAL Bon\' .R.hPATRIA’I‘Eb .
Moonigadoo who had aer;éd a term of indenture,
ufter sewmg many _years m..Nuta] follo’mng the

*J

1 from their land of birth to India.

That to comply with the .
‘resolution would mmean the
‘succession of protracted.cases entiling great expen- |

occupation of .a faemer, left for India under the
Repatrintion Scheme, He and hiv two sons and
daughter, colonial-born Tndian chjldren, sizmed the
declaration uwnder the Asiatic Relief Act, hefore
leaving the country. After a while they found their
way back to Natal, travelling thonsands of miles tn
Africa. They were nrrested in order to be deported
a8 they had fuiled to take the mnatter before the
Appead Board, It was howeVer with the help of

, Congress subsequently pnrsned as far as the Appel-
- Tute Court unanccessfnlly, The Minister was appealed

to, but without any avail. The unfortanate Colo-
nial-born Indisns with their father were deported
The Government
of India though urged to take up the matter with the
Union Goveru-mentrefused to intervene in the ques-
tion.
IMPERIAL CONPERENCE

At the South African Indian Conference held in
Darban, it-was resolved that Indian representatives
from ench of the Provinces should be present at the
‘#econe of the Imperial Conference and of the Leagne

- of Nations to acquaint India’s representatives at firat

hamd of local grievances in order that they mixht be
more fully informed, and also to enuble them to
effectively reply to the statements that night be
made by the representatives of the Union Gover-
ment affecting Indians, as it eannot in ordinary
circunstances be expected of Indin’s ropresentatives
to be as thoroughly inform ns an Indinn coming
from the gpot. It was nlso resolved that represen-
tatives from here should visit Indin during the
pitting of Indian Legislative Assembly and at such
other times uas may be considered cxpediient to
inform the peopie of India of the conclitions under
which their Nationals were suffering in the Uniow.
It was found impractieable during the last /few
meonths to put this resolution into opergtionr~4ut it
was hoped that it might be found Tossible to do wo
in the immediate future. Geéneral Smuts, wonld he
remembered refused to receive an Indimy doputation
from Durban on the eve of his departure to the
Imperiel Conference saying that ns it wus not on the
agenda of the Imperial Conferance, it would serve
no useful purpese in reciving the deputation. The
question however, was raised and Congress wus
grateful to Sir Saprun backed by the Government of
India for the st.ronu and incontruvevtable case put
forward by him in defence of Indian rights in tho
Union and for the recognition as citizens of South
Afriea in its full sense,
LapysMird Froop ~

- Congress deapatched Messrs, S, Rusbouuee and
M. B. Maharaj to Ladysmith as soon ag news of the
fiood came to its notice. They remained several
days there rendering such help as was possible on
the spot to the Indian Flood Relief. Some relief
in kind also the: sam of £153 7s 9d. was sent to
the Town Clerk, Ludysmith, representing the Flood
Relief Committee for distribution among the dis-
tresged Indian cases there. Indian trepresentation
was allowed on the Relief Committee and the Town
Clerk Mr, Tredwell, was very helpful in the matter.

INDIAN FRBE DISPENSARY
Feee medical help was arvanged for & Free Indian

-Dispensary whioh Congress, was striving to establish.
- An upphcatmu was made to the Durban Corportion
. -for premises in Victoria Street, Durbun, but us the
_ Corporatmn was unable to allow the use of these

premises the matter was hiing up for the time being.
Congress has in mind that the establishment of such:
a Dispensary would lead to .its development ns &
hosplml for Indigns ran by the Indian community. .
e EpucarioN

A small grant was made to one of the Goveroment
Aided Indian Schools in the neighbourhood of
Durban, towards the oxtension of the scheool premi-

- geB.  The education of Indians from all sections of

the community under one roof formed the subject
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the Igjian National Congress granted representation
to Indians in Sonth Africs. Messrs. Bhawani Dayal.,
M. A. Motala and C. V. Pillay at the request of local
Congress as they were already then at the Indian
Natiormal Congress represented the local Congress
thereat. [India Congress was now especiallising
witlt the question of the Indiuns m Sonth Africa

of earnest discussion by the South African Indian
Conference, and the Executive of that hody was
anthorised to formulate a scheme for a South Afri-
can Indian College. The malvation of thg com-
munity was largely dependent on the edncation and
character banikling of the Indian children.

DURBAN LAND ALIENATION ORDINANCE .
Notwithstanding strenuons ohjections of Congress
this Onlinance was eventunally sanctioned by the
Governor-General. In it was Iaid the principle of
segregation in regard to the nm';lienate(l lands of-
the Durban Corporaticn lands were congemeﬂ.
Ninle the passing of this Ordinance wnnalienated
Corporation lands were sold by the Durban_ Cor-
poration only to Europeans to the exclusion of
Indians, and this was within the knowledge of the
Government. Later a, further Ordinance extending
the principle contniue& in the Durban Land Alien?.-
tion Ordinance to other Municipalities was passed in
the face of the oppositivn offered by Congress.
HoRrsE RACING AND BETTING ORDINANCE
The rucizl diserimimation jn this Ordinance wus
on the representations of Congress elimipated by a
Select Committee of the Nutal Provincial Couneil.
Congress supported and urged the abolition of
P wket shops which while they existed were a curse
* o Intlians and others. .
RURAL DEALERs' LICENSING ORDINANCE
Congress vigorously oppnsed this Ordinance and
was able the first time it was dent to the Governor-
General for assent to Wwin his «disapproval of the
Ordinance. On its re-introduction Congress opposed
the meassure which in a very slightly improved form
was passed by the Pruvincial Coancil. Congress
again made representations bnt the Minister- in
charge of the Ordinance while not advising the
Governor-General to withhold his assent assared the
Congress that he would be prepared carefully to
enquire into any complaints that might be made
ufter the Ordinance had been into op@ration for
some time, | ' ]

OTHER LICENSING MATTERS

Congress had endeavounred wherev:ar possible on a
matter of » principle in License questions to take
action, to give an Instance or two. When .it came
to the knowledyte of Congress that the Esteourt Licen-
sing Officer was calling npon licence holders to
prodace proof of domicile, Congress at once made
representation to” the Authorities. Congress again -
learning of a proposed Bre-Law in Geluksberg that
no Indian shall tride within six miles of Geluksherg

Township immediately ilodged chjections with the |

Adwinistrator, -
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE'S ORDINANCE

This Ordinance was passed aguinst the protest of

- Congress, which while approving of " the objects of

» this Ordinance was opposed to it as it excluded
Indians from voting for or becoming members of a
Public Health Committee, thongh they might he
residents or owners of lnd within the area of a
{J’uhiic Health Committee and be subject to taxation

¥ it.
TOWNSHIPS FRANCHISE ORDINANCE )

This Ordinance seeking to deprive Indians of thejr-
votes in Townships was thrice passed by the Pro-
vincial Council, and on each occasion on the repre-
sentations of Congress the Ordinance did not receive
the assent of the Governor-General, the last occasion

- being during last month. : T
- RHoDEss s ol
~Congress asked Government of India. and Tndiin
Overseas Association in Londim to make representa.
tions to the Iniperial Government for;the preservation
¢ of IR dighits ‘in Rhodesia - 41i -the Chaiter -of
Respinisilide Guvernment;-then abdt” to be - atthor.

isexd by the Imperial Governtient. .
INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Upan the urgent repregentations of local Congress,

- becime Law their position in
be precarious and.hlgmiliating.

- Rustomjee Hall, inDusbap.. The opening

and Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, the distingnished Indian
poetess and public worker was at the request of the

- Indtan National Confrress mow touriog the Union

and will be with thre Nutal Indians in s few days. -
. .. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA~ =~ - .
FLocal Congress was in communication by .cable
and letter with the Government of Indiz practically
on all matters of importance affecting Indians and

.Congress appreciated such representations ag the

Governmrent of Lndis was able to make to the Union

Government thereon. .
- OTAER ASSOCIATIONS IN IxDIA .

The Bombay Imperial Indian Citizenship

Asnssociztion, the Bombay Merchants’ Cliamber and

other Associations inclnding the political in the -

Indian Legislative Assembly had at the requests of
local Congress aspowsed
Natal.
LoNpoy INDIAN OVERSEAS ASSOCIATION .
This Association with Mr H. S. L. Bolak as

the cause of Indian . in~

Honorary Secretary wus helpful in doing every- -

thing possible in the interests of South African
Indians in London. , - T
- PRESS 4 _' - T o .

The Press in India and the local Indian Press
reported the endeavours of Congress i the com-
munal interest. The Xuropean Press also gave
publication to the Indian repots. Propaganda
matter sent practically by every Indiin RMail found

ready space in the Indisn Press in India. Indig bad-
also been kept informed by cable of every important

occurence in Nata - - .
' Crdss AREss Bz
Congress held mass meetings on the Bilt in

Durban and in Maritzburg and sapported oy

other centres proceeded to the Cape and as part of

the South African Indian Congress made Jﬂ
minute and vigorous representations against the Bill

on the principle and provisions contained in it. - .
Representatives from several Provingfes wek

present und the South Africap Congress Executive”

considered the Bill before the ¥Minister-in charge of

it was geen. It was difficult to say what wou)

bappen to the Bill in Parliunent, and it was for the

members of the Indian community to be alivd to
their interests in the country for if this Bill ever
South Africa’ {vould

WIRES : g/ -
Congress had been- watching a Draft Bill ex-

cluding Indians from the profession of Lay§, which
t so. far:

had been in circulation among Lawyers,
the Bill had not been gazetted. - 3

ORDINANCE TO PREVENT INDIANSRAND -

’ EvuroPEANS LIVING TOGETHER . C o
The proposed Durban Extended Powers --Ordi-
bance was abouot -to come before the- Provineial

*Council which among othér things sought to prevent .

Europeans and Indians living in the’same premises.
Congress had already; : nofifiell _the Provincial
Authorities of. the “intéiftion of the Indian com-
unity te efpose the Ordinance. - - o "7 - *
_ 15 BOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN .CQXFERENCE
The:South African Indian
doys of “June 1923 in the Parsee
ceremohy
the B3ayor
A constitution "of. Standing

drd and d4th

was jii-the Towy HiH-presided over by
Mr: Walter Gilbert.
Orders  establishing

-Congress was passed, -

_ ) Eonferencs’ was Ield
[ in Durban on ‘the 31st May*and oh the st 2nd

-the Sonth African*Mdiun
Among the principal’ objects
e ST LW
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.of the Sonth African Indian Congress was a re-
presentation of Tnion Indian opinion upon

Aion
. matters and the recognition and support o%'noue

. different matters and trusted to it. _
' fvom the other Provinces were the guests of the

Provinecial body for each Province for that irrespon-
gible action on the part of individmal and the
creation of mushroom .bodies to the hurt of the
communnity may be checked in the intercsts of the
community, - There are other desirable objects in
the 8. A. L C. Constitution. All the resolutions
were communicated to the different departments of
the Government and the S.A.I C. Exceutive
which met twice since its formation was in regular
correspondence with the Governfneut in  the
The' delegates

Natal Indian Congress during their stay in Durban
and all the expenses of the Conference were bhorne
by itvus ~was. doue in the other FProvinces on
previous occasions. !
- PRAYER AND MAs8 MEETINGS - .
Severul Mass and Prayer meetings for important
purposes were held and were always well supported
by the community. On very speciul occasions
practically all places of Dbusiness including the
Indinn Market ‘were closed a8 a mark of respect or
in protest of a parficular object.
~ MAHATMA GANDHI
The vespect and love o which Mabatima Gandhi

was held “was time and agaip demonstrated at the.

mass and prayer meetings and in other ways. Sonth
Africs wag electrified by his message to Maulana
Mahomed Ali on the unity of the Indian people
and also by his messagze of the Class Aveas Bill and
s0 long as the spirit of Gandhi is not dead in South
Africa there is hope for the Indians.

MARITZBURG CONGRESS COMMITTE

Thanks were due to the Maritzbury Congress

Committee for the very energetic work within its
ared, being in the Provineial . Legislative Cupital it
~was able to keep mn eye on the doinga of the
. Provincial Couneil in regard to Indian matters ancl
has. not hesitated to use the -telephone to -~ keop
- Congress headguariers informed of developments in
the Legislative Capitul. Such help was of great
gervice to the headyuarters, It was hoped bhat in
course of time there would be such Commitlees in
every district conducted with an understanding aned
the oderation and the spirit of co.operation a3 this
Maritzburg was doing. ,
- FINANCE "
The Honorary Treasurer’s Financial Siatement

v_fected a debit Dalance of £115 1is. dd. {or the

peridd covered by this report.” |
o ., THANKs -

“Phe ('ommittee of the Congress thanlasall whe in
kind or gervice have done their Dit to help the Con-
gress to earry out its objects. With greater help
and greater service mueb can be doue to strengthen
and to betler its position of community,
and to Societies wherever they mny bLe”who have
been helpful to the Cungress its thanks ave dne.

_ The Report of the finnncinl Statement was unani-
mously adopted, '

A vote of thanks was also passed to the retiving
ofticials. ’

*

.. 4 NOTES AND NEWS.-

A large and influential mseting of the Cupé British

. Indian Coimcil was held at Oupetown to “consider ways
and means of according a reception to Mrs. Savojini
Naidn, - A strong and enthusiastio committee has been
formed, and there is every reason to believe that mo
slone will be left unturned to give her a splendid reception.

L] - : - .
The Port, Elizabeth Town Coupcil has refused eighteen
oy lications for street; lawking. There are 179 of Lhese
hawkers and the Council is of, opinion that this number

- - TR a [ ]

To friends

is very large. ‘The question of plans for au Indian k.l
adjacent to the main atreet came up for consideration
b_efore the Couucil. The pluns provided for the eomver-
sion of B dwelling house. A petition aaiust the pliue
which had been pissed, had been received Ly chn Cour- ¢il
from the residents in the vicinity, The poliey of the day
said the Depnty Muyor, in the conrse of discussion, was
to keep certain areas for enropedn occupt ion—"iear,
hear)—and it scemed vonsense in the fucc of that po icy
to pe rmit, thuse people to put up a Ml in the siciniy.
t“ hcnt the hal was up thtiv would cow: along snl want
o put vp & mosque. (tlear, bear.) The matte
sent back to the Boeard :(.uf Works. , Atk s
We have received for the Tilak Swaraj Fund the sum
of £11 143, 0 fran the follonine Tndian workers an the
Lion Match Faetwy, I'nrben. Messrs, R. lontan, N,
Baboolal; P, Govind-amy, Charria, Govindsary Chotts
Imam, N. Amrally, Barribajaa. ) A

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

” AST Suwday’s mecting of the Nutal Lndian
Congresst cirried its business throngh  sue-
cositully.  The report of the activities of the
Congre s anl the Lmnwcial statement up to date
which stre published elsewhere in this isne remove
from th* minds of everyone the faldse Lmpression,
if there b any, thit the Cougrssis doing nothine,
The finwictal statement, of course, is not one 1hat
we conld be proud of. It showsa deficit of €115
and for_this the fault lies completely with the cone-
munity, We are to be hankful that notwith.
standing the deficit the work of the Conuress i
continned and the credit fov it is dne to the offi-inls,
Bat it would be greatly to U e detvitnent of the
conununity if this stete of hifuir werd allowad to
continue any longer. Tt should be realisel thad the
working of.the Congress, as of every other publie
budy, is very lwgely dependent npou its ' Hnanciad
position.  And capecially at a” critical juncturve Fla
the present one when we have to light For the right
to oxist in this country it i8 the duty of every
Indian in Nuwl whose voice iv represented by the
Congress to do  everything possible to plaee  the
Congress on'a sonnd financial position. - We do not
by any means wish to run down the commmunity for
we™ know, that at the needlul hour it hos alwayy
risen to the occeasion nwl given unhesitatingly the
required assistance. But that, we do not think is
sutficient. The position should be such that there
i3 no deficit at all, and this can be possible only if
our brethren will not be veluctant to put thir hovls
in their pockets when approached by the offi xialy
of the Congresa for snbscriptions.

Ag to the election we are glul to note that Me
-Amod Bayat lns been re-elected ay president of the
Congress.  As we suggested in our bt dzsue there is
none so fitted us dr. Bayat iy for the honour con-
ferred upon him.” The rest of the olficinls inclw ling
the committee are excepting for o few uew ones, the
old ones re-elcted, Their re-elestion is only a recog-
nition.of their past services and while congratnla-
ting them on their success we hope they will uphold
the good veputation they have earneils :

Oune very unpleasurt feature of (st Sunday’s
meeting can pot be ‘llowed "o paps  withont com-
ment. A great deal of trouble arode overthe election
'of the president. There wis o gl eldpin in the
meeting that was in favour of giving the president-
ghip to Mr, E. M. Parnk and to dghieve its purposese—
resorted to |n(:'tll01.[sqlll’l'\f'lfl,'lh.\fd:)filw v poll-respecting
wien.  Their hehaviour coild” be likehisd only to
thal of very obstinate childrew,  They kudi Jyom

* the beginning that they were in a helpless minovity

but they wished their majmity o bz guided by theisr
will.  Mp, Parnk's nume was brought as the amenid-
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meat el instead of adopting the peoper eouris,
w hich was to put the mateer to the vote umd areept
e resili. ey wishel 1o compel Mr Bayvat to re.
f=cn from geeepting the position amd the meeting G
wnanimonay cleet Me, Parak s prosident. Every
thinz: pordble that eanld he done hy raasoning was
done bat o ne avail, They teied to break up the
mesting. even by haoliganimn hot their attempts
faibed 5 they shouhd lave failed anild the besine s
was cartied throngl, 1L is hizhly regrettable that a
thing Jike this should have acenred at a time when
iy in ot @mp was nost essential, anl more so
in view of the fortheoming visit of M. Sarojini

Nailn.  RBut the action of a few muleoatents need

nat puta stop tothe work ¢f the Congress whicly
will have toowrry on with full vigour and complete
the proesmme of Mea, Savojini Nubdu's visit snecess-
fully. IF these hrethren of ours ave really in earnest
they will work bandin hand with the Congress in |
acearling o hearty weleome to our honoteed mest
amal if they fail to do so they will only show them-
~stvis o their trae eoloars an.d-will find themselves
L1t inthe colil. -

‘3

e

UNION PARLIAMENT
CrLa<8 AREAS BlLL

The Minister (Mr. Duncan) introldnced the Class
Arens Lill, wm the first vending of which Mr.
Alexawler (Capelown Castle) called for a dvision,
Allthe Nationalists in the lHounse erossad over to the
Gavernment, and Mr. Alexamder was only sapporte.l
by 3 Fotsgth, Mr. Pearee, and Me. Suow, -~ )

On the motion of the second rending, Mr. Alex-
ander said it war of the nbinest impoitmee” that the
whole country should see the Bill, and if it was to
be reul o week from ta-day, members would have
o real opporfunity of getting into tonch with theiy
eomstituents, . This Bill must not be rushed, and he
would suggest it be read a second time on the 10th.

The Ministor of the Interior said the Bill had
heen before the country since December, and any
changes in it were minor ones. He wonld, how-
ever. tuke the second rewling on the 17th, )

Thin wiy agveed to. -

TOE CLASS AREAS PILL -

STATEMENT STBMITTED TO THE MINISTER
. - { Continued from page 47)
As to section 4, once a particular alea has lLren

preclaimed a class avea (a) only persons belong
to the particular class (e.g.  Indians) may acquire

immovable property ar u lease or renewnl_of leare .

within the mea and (b) no persens of the class
(e.12. Indians) may acquire immorable prorerty or
a lense or venewal of alease within the urban area
outside of fhe proctaimed area, The Bill, how-
ever, does not appear 1o apply to a further renewal
of 8 lenre of immorable property where a.right 1o
renesw is held under a lease existing at the date of
proclamation. - . . .
To begin with then, fection 4 a8 it now stands
menl.i that after the date of proclamation, the class
arens will be reserved only to persons of the class,.
Imt persons of the closs cannot acquire land or &
legsa or renewal outside the elass area or elsewlhnre
within the urban erea  Existing righta in regord

“to renewnls uf lease, however, appear not o be -

uflected. The eXesption may therefore werk in

'wo ways. Supposing £b area X i proclaimed for
Indiana. After the date of proc]amgﬁon,. persens

othaw then Tudiatm #hn # Hphy
Tugls Tngand ekt ara X s gl Dater e oot o8

there fter to etercisa th> right of renewal; and «m -
the other hand, Indians who at such d :te- have the
similar rizhts outside the area X may  continus to
-® ercise such rights un il the e pire. Thig"ecem-
ptinn from the operation of section- 4 applies only
to the rencwal of leas s. Now nnder our Cqmmcn
Law, a lease of ten years and over is in itself re-
goarded as immovable property. - ’

‘As regards section 5, Hawkers, that extremely -
vseful class to the popu’ation at large, the man_
with his stock of fruit nnd vegetables for instance,
has been and is untoid boon to the health and Lf.
of the general coramunity, are adversely affectei
and counld not hereafter appear outside the area._
'f restriction. Can rrestrictive and retrogressive.
legislation go further? The 1il by becoming
law, and fut re sp-ctable would be that of on
Indien sh pkeeper parchasing the w res of his
compatriot in the business established accross the
street, und one hawker in the lanes. of the area
selling to a brother hawker, each as it. were, the
seller to and purchaser from the other or each
the debtor and .creditor of the other. - Comment is ™
bardly necessary that a people confined to-sucl-
despised limits in their commercial life and

- activiy- are doomed frm the -point of public

development and communal progress.

Under Sub-section 2, trade or business lic:ncas -
held at the.date of proclamation of a clasé araa are
subject to the e isting licensing laws, In othor
-words, the Fill does not purport “to ‘interfers with "
the e isting trading licences ortheir renewals pro-_-
vided they zre held by one -and the sime hiider.
If however su-h holder - transfer a- business or'-
licence after the fixed date, tha-exemption or pro- .
tection will cease to apply. .Generally speaking -
t'-en, existing rights of Asiatics and- Asiatic -Joint.®
Stoek Compamies appear- to- receiva protection. so
long as the licence holders remain-the-srme. b 't -
it is clear that afier proclamation.-of;an area na-
future applicants “muy obtain licences. Tais.:
operative effect of the Bill; it . need -hardly - be -
point: d cut, sgain takes away from the h nds of
our-communi y the rights they have held from"
times past, that is, the right of obtaining. new "
trade and business Jicences. Thus it may be .said -
of the Bill that’at every step -it .operates.'to take
away the meagre rights so laboriously acquired
of our community, and is by no means a'measare -
intended for our improvement by one by, one -
special aspect. -~ .0+ T

A d we may here observe parenthetically tha
the eremption’ provision provided -in the. Bil. to, "

- ally our alarm will avail as little or nothing if our -

experience of such provisions in tle pass iis_'anv_ i

- index to-the futare. - e e

Undecr seciion. ¢ an urbav- local a'u"thnritji may..“
request the Minister to take action_in the same
way as is prescribed by seetions 1, 2 and" 3 for -
the purpoese of extending an existing class .area or -
‘cresiing a new clasg arex. . The -local autherity
Tust convey its opinion that theestab'ished area..
“‘proves inadequate Ior or unsaitable for the re- -
quirements of (hat elass in the urban area.” - The .
word “inadequte” would appear .to apply to size -
i.e. that the esisting aroa goncerned, while tha
word “ansuitable” may apply either tn the nature
of the locality where the class area glready- exists
or to the personal-convenience of the' membears of -
the class confined t6 that area. ~ Undor this section
then, it will be well within the pover of the loeal
anthority t» convey to the Minister thnt even an -
glready esinblished a which bas ‘heen found.

g dimhis by Indin i lmger , .
pu:-w qi ﬂféiéfo’i'-.'" t;tli?al %ﬂw;ﬁégru&:
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vested interests Indians within snch area may
have sycceeded in aequiring. In other words, it
wouyld be quite posax{)le for a local anthority to
exproppiatg ap Asiatic urea for future European
use and occupation after the sampe has been ve-
"deemed to civilisation by Asiatics.

It must be poted that the word “Asiatic” occurs
for the first time in this c%\uﬂe, but it is a fair in-
ference to make that the BjJl as a wh.le is care-
fully designeq to E‘[,mmte agaivst the Indians, more
especially ys the Cabinet have yecently undertaken
to erempt Coloured and .Caﬁe Malays Foom its
provisions while angther Bill has heen published
exempling the Cape’ Malays from the restrictions
of Tra :svaal Law 3 of 1885 of the Union Act 37
of 1819 wnd other lsws relating to Asiatics,
Fur; rermore we ore driven inevitably to this con-
clus ngly éje on t”t_x,a.m_‘wit}_xin the last few doys
the Cape pf:m'eda of tne Cape Province as also
the Jewish p,op,u)}nﬁon. of the Union have been
declayed exemnpt from the provisio.s of the Bill.

By suc elimirhon that is b{ removing from
the ,eF_egl: of the Act Jip.eorﬂes of tha Union save
the . ptdu). the Bﬂ | copstitutes an egreyious
example pﬁh&t class of legislation, which osten-
sibly pf gepmﬂ.gpp]{sapion, operate as the most
effective stab indirectly at ome particular section
of the community. In timeg when subor-lination
to anthority is said to ba everysrhere too little folt -
it will be found to be the wisest policy to instil
intq the gove;qqd rgverence for the strict security
of the laws, but egmiat}o of the present matuve

proclaimad as of gepeaqr application but with
-operative effect against one particular section only
of the commupity tend to destroy sll regard and
reverence nf pnrepres nted pepples for the author-
ity of the law.,

Section f again is held put as - favour to the
cliss affected 1. g, il the urban guthority take away
-initisl action to meef sy comp?n_ints arising from
the inadequacy or uusnitability of the area to the
requirements of the population of that class in the
particujar urban area goncerred. This favour or
concessign, however, will be no compensation for-|
the hyyt inflicted by the restription of new trading
licenses, and residepces to a particular area On
this point we wonld permijt ourselves s small
refergpce from the report of the Asiaiic Iuquiry
Commission .The following recommendation ap-

. pears in paragraph 13} of the report :—“The
suggestion thot holders of new licences should be
confined to trade in locations or segregated areas
outsid ) the t wnshjp is not reasonable and does
not commend 1tself to ns.. .was said by the .
Chief Justice in Habib Mortoq’s case, if-the com-
mercial dealings of the Indian trader were to be
restricted: to the location in which he lived situated
oatside the township proper and peopled only by
men of his own race, then he might fop dil prac-
tical purposes as el ot trade at all.”

Again, Yaragraph 224 of ‘the report says: “We
find ourdelves wholly unable to support the policy
of repression which was advocated by some of thx
witneases. - Indiscriminate segregation of Asintics
in locations and similar restrictive mensures would
result eventually in reducing them to helotry.
Such measuiess apirt from their injustice and ip-
humahity woeuld "dégtl‘:ide the Asiatic and renct
upon thé Européan.”

_ Here wa heve in the words of the Government -

Commission itself thg effect™of se%l-eg4x;ion upon
. the private and commereiat life of Indians, and |

any of our comtidonts’ thertor would be wholly

emergency deproclaim any already proclaimed
area. It must he noted here that nn provision i+
mide in the Bill for compensation for loss aad
damage ustained if Indians are removed from
oae area to another. Further the tha sub-section
does not make it clear that the area will be re-
proclaimed for and in the iterests of the particular
clasa for which such area was originally pro:
claimed, #othat an Asiatic area deprocliimed for
matters of emergency may be reproclaimed in the-
interests of Europenn éxpediancy.

Unde: Section 9, Advisory Boards are to be

 established [or the proclaimed cluss area. In the

case of ,a non-Faropean area tie Board may be

. presided over by a FEuropean. Since regulations

for'the election to nad procedure of the Boards
are to be made by the urban local aufhorities, it

* is clear that the policy f the board though partly
| constituted of Indiaps will be largely influenced

by the afirit. and intention of the regulations and
the regulations aguin bear in themselves the germs
of the urban autherity policy which policy has
been the parent of the present Bill i. e, to deprive
- Indians of the municipal and twonships frauchise.
- The establishment of these Advisory Boards are
ealculated to affect adversely the clsim of Indians
to the gunersl municipal and the townships fran-
chise by reason that it may at any time be open
to local authoritios to contend that in much as
Indians have the right of electing these Adviso

. Boards, lhoy thereby enjyed a speci us of mum-
cipal and townships franchise and therefore may

- not lawhilly claim the common municipal fran-
chiss.

" We would now offer a remark or two in respect
of the remarkable consideration which provides
the foundation for the whole Bill, , that is, the
expression “‘commoan racial characteristics ” These
words explain themseives. It is not nationality
but race that i< aimed at. [t is clear that the
Bill aims at the segregution of Indians, which the
Asiavic Inquiry Commission after the most lab-
ourious enquiry recommended -should not -be
resorted to. And on the general question of
segregation, mny we permit.ourselves o few ub-
- gorvations We take two views in respect of this
 all absorbing matter. fhur first view is from the
stand point of eur national honour and the second
is as to the affucts of segregatiou upon the segre-
gated. As to the . first consideration we lave
. respactfully to stato for the infrrmation of the
Government that the consideration of national
honour has been clarion call to the entire Indian
population of the Unimn to respectfully buat un-
reseryedly to decline the Bill. Indians cau unler
no circnmstances accept the principle of communal
segrogation. '

-

- . The existing laws particularly in Natal and

Transvaal Provinces make for some form of segre-

" gation to which the Indian community at all times

have b2en opposed. - The working of the Immi-
‘pl'lratiou Law for instance has been 'productive of
the most effactive form of segregation of tho
Indian population of the varions provinces to its
hurt and suffering . Thus Indian have most
rigidly seyre ated to their respective provinces.
The Bill now proposed to be introduced a system
of segregation within segregation with the in-
evitahle proapect of the lust stafe being rendered
worse thao the first, Segregation is unknown in
the Cape Proviuce und the Bill operites lpgis-
latively to teduce Capo Indians to Fhe low level

rupprflons. - 7 : '
Ugdr Section' 7 she Goyerpment may iu sny

of that of the Inlians of the.other provihep:.

We have said thut we must respect{ully deoline
the prinociple of segregation firstly on eoppidera
. : - ' ) »
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tions of national hononr. By the eiemption of
the Cape Colonred people from the: provisions of
the Bill the Government has by implication, but |
withal in very truth, reduced the status of the
South African British Indians to a level lower ;

than that of other non-European pevples of the §

Union.
That is to say of all the several peoples of the

Union, Indians alone “will occupy hereafier the | -

lowest rung of the communal lsdder We recall
with dismay that this position is an agmflcms :
development following the calm' and considered
statement of our Union Premier that he held the

ples of India as the Indian Nation in the
E?;hest esteem and regard. But .within & fow |
weeks of that generous recognition, lndians 1n
South Africa are to be declare b ings unfittel for
personal and social iutercourse with other sec- i
tions of the community. The fact of segregation

of the class segregated, and we as representing
the Indian population within the nion ¢annot for
ourselves and for them acquiesce in such an |
implication. '

As to the effect of segregation, we have only to
remind Government of the sure fruita of that
system the world over. Whenever there has been .
a segregation of a race, that race has goneé o in-
eviatble moral and material ruin.  This is neither i
the time nor the place to enlarge upon the untold |
evils, the inevitable concomitants of the system.

in itself implies the personal and social inferiority | N EW BOOK'S_ FOR SALE -

Suffice just now to say that segregation wherever §

established has spelt tho death of -the body and. 4
soul of the segregated and has not been without
-its retributive effect upon the segregator. As a
means of solution of the Indian of the Indian
problem in this sub-continent, the proposed de-
arture i# practically without hope. - ,
t is a great biological trath thet apeople in confinement
sccompanied by repression and opprasion maltiply at an’
infinitely more rapid rate than the people permited

freedom and liberty of movement, The history of the | -

maltiplication of the Jews under the repressive policy of
the Cantrel Powers of Euorope in the Middle Agesand
the untold iucresse of the Polee under the hee) of the
Prossions are snfficient evidence for the troth of the
statement, {f by indian regregation it iz hoped that
8 decimation of their numbers may eventnate there i
much iistorical evidence to conclude that the contrary
reanlt will be the one to the hope snticipated. . "

I is now proposed to deal this unnanral death blow
to the children of that Great Empire of Tndia now Law-
fully resident within this Union. The propesed action
we leave to observe appears not to have in it the
germ of ordinary regard for the honoor and wational

pride and s2lf respect of s great people, By the propo-
sed action of Government the conp de grace is now to
be delivered to unoffending and nnderserving tepresent-
atives of that great nation sett'ed in thizs land. Asa
step, if it is 80, in the solut'on of the Indian problem the
the proposed sotion of Government i one not only wholly
ineffective’but entirely nnacceptable’ to us. One - final
mandate from the popalation repredented by us is that -
we should categorically but respectfally decline the Biil
in priociple and practioe which we now and hereby most
nnreservedly dv, observing bhowever that the Indian com-
munity has at all times in the past as it will éver in the
fotare mast eagerly basten to range-itself on the side of
Goverament on the firss invilation from the Government
to consider ways and meacs for a just and honoursble
eeitlement of the loug lasting disputes and differences

bitween the Indian community nd thd Govefnmeént |

OPINION

conctitating what is koow %z the Tnjan problem in -

Somth Africa. L= :
. Moast respectfolly yours,

South African Iodian Congress,

Quar HAJEE AMQD JHAVERI R

President.

Essor MIa

~ Awep Bawar
E. M. PaRuK -

. M. Yoosoor

‘ " Viee-Presidents.
V. 8. C, Paraxs

- - - - Hon. General Secretary.

THE GREAT TRIAL OF -
ManmatMa GaNDHI & MR. BANKER!
[This book is edited by Mr. K, P. Kesava Menon-
and contains ‘s Foreward by Mis, Sarojini Nai-
doo. It contsins the fal report of the Trial of
Mahatma Gandhi including Mahatma Gandhi’s

statement, the Judgment-and Mahatm.a Gaodhi’s -’ .

reply. - It also contiing the offendiog articles
for which Mshatma Gandhi v#es arrested and a

~ description of the scene at the Asmm when he .

was amested and  other faeresiing  subjects

a

;- dealing with Mehatma Gapdhi.] e 2 0.

THE LFF OF LOKOMANYA TILAK. -

- {BY D. V. ATHAVLE, .LATR HEADMASTER,)
M. {. Hien ScrooL ViMMGAN (BomBaAY) -
WitH A Fdzewors BY Mz. C. R, Das.)

[This book is dedicated by the authok to Mahst-
ma Gandhi. This is the latest Kife sketchy of the -
Lokamanya dealing with his the great leader’s
career from thé béginnirig to the” end of his

fife. Stff Cover, 400 pages.]” . . [
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