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T will be noted with a sense of relief by the Indian [_with tbe Government in the same way as Botha and
community in Natal that the Governor-General-io- { Smats rallied to the Empire after fighting against, jt.
Conncil hss once sgain deemed it advisable to ‘ . : : L. -

reserve assent to the Township Franchise Ordinance. In co-operating with the Empire Smats and: Botha

' —_— ~ | bave never once sacrificed in the slightest degree the

. o @ interests ¢f their conntry and countrymen. In fact they.

The Congress depntation which is still in Capetown |} co-operated only in the intercsts of-their conntry

was to have interviewed the Minister last Tharsday, the { .5 conntrymen and they have seldom failed to achievie

J4th instant, on the Cless Areas Bill. The result will § v ioniect When India gels justice- and her. legiti-

be awaited with keen interest. : mate demands are not ignored Mr. Gandhi will perbaps

g ) * | co-operate with the Government even better than-Smnts

. The Hon.gecreMryoﬁthe Depot: Road, Hinda Temple sud Botha have doe.. S e e

annownces that the} a:ljoun}lgc}i‘ ;n::;:al gener‘;Lanlileehiug HUS Y Tren o T L

of the members of the Shri Thakardwara an aram- [ * ° : QR AT AT -

sala Hindoo Temple, Depot Rond, Durban, will be held THE RELEASE OF MAHATMAJL =.

-4
‘I“_*-,.-':

at the Temple on Sunday the 24th day of Febroary 1924 | HE news of the unconditional release of Mahattna

at 2 p. uh sharp when the Balance Sheet will be Gandhi will be hailed with delight by Iodians-

prodaced. . throoghont South Africa. 'We shonld imagine
—_— ) that the whole of Indi will not only welcoma the news,~

The Middelburg correspondent of the Star (Johannes- ‘ but also the person of Mahatmaj' who- stirred the sonl
burg) states ;—The Mayor of Polchefstroom recently | oo gia 1o an extent which. has “mever beforé been
wrote to the Middelborg Town Cooncil pointing out experienced. Tt whs in March 1922, just ‘over B year

that a committee of reprez»ntatives of western Transvaal ' . . .
‘towns had been engazed in finding & solution lo the | and ten months ago that he was arrested and’ sentenced

Agiatic mepace. He also pointed that it was proposed | to a termn of six years on a charge of creating disafeition”
that a depatation meet in Pretoria, when the question | in India, - He admitted his guilt, and -snbmitted to. the
would be discussed and the Bxccutive Committee inter- | aws of the couatry. His attitude before .the Court of
viewed and requested to introduce the necessary legis- his ‘accusers earned for ‘him “nobler . hearts” within

laticn. Tu response to the request as to whether the | and greater numbers of ' followers “without. It twag -

Conncil was prepared to co-operate in this.movement., _ ; . . . i
the Maydr of Middelburs 7as delegated to attend the | truly said that his srrest would do .good :to ~ the.-

proposed meeting. The Asiatic menace made its presence | cauve of India, and o it did. . Added forces .were
felt in Middelburg years ago, ayd-jt has grown to such | gathered to ¢arry on the ,work of non-co-operation
an extent that the position is betoming alarming. It is | which, at times, owing to the Government using all its

lioped that the esample set by the western Traunsvaal . " .
will be emulated, and that i'ith. comhbined efforts Tesonrces to etamp ont tb:e- iovement, seetned ‘fal('@r:ng._..:
solation will be fopnd. -~ ** - i st ' bat gained through the incessant work of the leaders,”

——— . enduring strength. - The Akali struggles and the Nagpar .

A Reuter'’s message from . Bombay dated Feb,. 8, | flag processions, in which - thousands of youths courted
states :—The first pronouncement of Mr. Gandhi's views | arrest, received inspiration from the suffering of Mahat- -
Bince his release takes the form of a letter, afldressed to maj,. = - 7 7 e T -

Mr. Mahomed Ali, deploring the dimensions between the No donbt that in thg oéubt.ry the aim ;Ethe fonco- '

Hindus and the Maliomedans, and declaring that with- |- : i3 mis d-itg -
out the unity of all communities, all talk of Swaraj is operation movement ig misinterpreted anxd. lts leader
‘idle. Mr. Gandhi declares that the only remedy for the | 8bused.. Fe has been called the “arch caemy” of the .
growing pauperism of the land is the spinning wheel, | British Empire and leader- of “anrest in:idndia.”

Two years' solitude and bard thinking in gaol have | Those who have studied the life and aing;of India’s-
made bim & firm believer in the efficacy of a constractive great leader will dismiss any such motfon.. He is

programme, to carry out which they need never vesort to he Britieh rule i i .

civil disobediene; though bis belief in the efficiency of | 2O o0 to break the British rule ‘in India but to purge

thal method hos viot weakened. Mr. Gandbi concludes | iUt from ‘its system of ‘bireaucratic rale, and aild -
by urgiog his followers not to quarre] with the moderates, | Bpon it the constitution of a Dominion, a8 cree aa
addiue- thet the Englishmen, too, ure friends, The | South Africa or Canads, and yet ag loyal 6s auf British

%ruﬁf is aga]mgt_the ‘system,_std 8 not egainst the | Dominions. S o S

ng m 8¢ mmnsa::gng L ' ‘We are grieved to hear that Mahatma§# has not been
e = Il since he underwent an operation, and. - that

, well singe he u U, and. we pray that

A Benter's messape from New York states :—The he may soon recover, to coutinue his great task -

release of Mahatma Gandbi bas atiracted i . .
attention in the American Presa. The f\'szf.' ‘;‘:::;:d;'?n?:: of monlding a higher and unfettered status for Indis.

attribotes Gundbi's release to the true British tradition of | e bhope . that his “release, coupled "with brighter
givipr in when sorrender 18 not o sign of weakness, The | chenges that are emerging from tlte dark-clond of nnrest

Titmes achs whf;ther AMr. Gandhi mzy not now co-operate '- in India '@rill bringan sternal peace in the land, -
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MARATMA GANDHI'S RELEASE
»  LasT 'l‘nunsnir’a ‘Mass MEETING

A mass meeting of Natal Indians, .convened by the
Natal Indian Congress for the purpese of expressing &
feeling of relief and joy at the news received of the
velease of Mohatma (andhi, was held at Rawat's Bio
Hall, ou Thorsday the 7th inatant. The Tndisn Market
and all the Indian stores being closed for the day, every
Indian wended his way to the hall, where before 10 .. 1
over three thonsand fndians gathered. Awiongst théss |
present on the platform were Pandit Bhawani Dayal
and Mr. B. M, Patel, Vice-Presidents of the Congress;

‘Messrs, 0. H. A, Jhaveri, M. A. Motala, M. O..DBassa,
Ret. Oliconov, P. R. Pither, 8, Emammally, 8. Amod,
L. Panday, Satya Dev, A. M., Lokhuat, M. D, Barmauia,

- M. B.  Naik, A. Dookan, G. B. Rughoobeer, R. K.
Naidoo, Moulvi Fateh Mahomed and several other

 leading Indians of Durban and District.

" - The ohair was -occnpied by Paundit Blawani Dayal
who-delivered the following apeech : . ‘

. Féllow Codntryeu,—We have ndssdibled here to-dsy
to rejoice 4t tire tidings that- we ‘retdived on Tuedday
iast adyising uy of the -relesse, unvonditionally, of
Mother Hind's noble'and devited son, Mahatma Guodhi.
‘We have assembled-here, above all, to give exptession to
our feelings of joy,.to the follest extent, at this -very
happy news, ‘Gentlemen, the thonsauds that are present
in this Hall, ‘testify "8 to “what the name Mahatma
Gandhi is to an Tnd an. = The name is “oherished in -the
Rearts of all Indians, and is it sarprising that the name
.is a household word in evéry Indian’s home! :

Maliabma QGandhi has been fncarceretéd since 18tk
Maroh 1922, and thedafferitigs tiiab he “hus undergone
during this period need Yot be fully. described. . He has |
anffered in the hopé that” [ndin .may receive 4 -higher
status in the World of Nations.' He bas suffered in
order that fhe conditiods of the millions of Indians may
_Je improved. He haa‘iinffered in order -that- Tudia may
Bjealc with some guthority with regard ‘o -he ‘treatment
" of bhe Todiats overséas. - Aad above all,'he has-suffered
in order that .India may -attaic Swara).. -Geatlemen,
1 need hardly recapitulate his-sufferings in Scuth AfYica,

- 88 these are still fresh®in our minds. L
. is 'weapon of non-violedt Non-co-operation has ‘been -
' “the'medhs of Tiifusitig into’the minds of the Indinns and
& great-portibn vf the Enrupeans, the heceesity of -India.
“rectiving her 3wafaj ab the enrliest possible moment.

_ This creed of Mahatma -has led to the supprossion -of -
disorders, which wonlid othetirise huve occured in Ludia’s
sfruggle for Swaraj. ;

“We 1iced not ‘transgress
phete in India, = .

The last dod foremait parpose of oar having assemblel
here, friends, is to -offer onr ‘prayers a4 the relense of .
Mabatma Gandbi. [t is my hope that we shall give fall
expreszion to onr feelings in these prayers and let w3
pray that Mahatms may soun tecover from the dparation
thint was recedtly performed on him, - !

Andlattly, let uspray that we -ahsll bs trde .to *him, -
and follow his-Gospel, wherein he-sayz, ¢ [ ahall aob fear-
anyone on the earsh. Ishall cnly fear God. I shall not -
bear-ill will towards anyone. I shall pot submit to
injustice to'any one. I shall ¢xaquer uatrush by ‘trath, -
{!;;illﬁ'i’n resisting nagrhth I shall put up with ‘dll suffer-
i ga. ¥ . - BN . oL B

In actordance .with the objdot of the meeting, prayers
were offered by - Rev, Choonoy, Paaditjee, Monlvi Fateh
Mahomed aud Shaparjec Randeria on. behalf of Chris--
tians, Hinds,” Mahomedans, and Parsees, reapectively.

. The prayers 'which- occugjed over'half an ‘hnur, Wwere

soleringy oonductet, the whole rieeting gtandind 4t ¢ach

tauch on “the politival ‘Bbimos-

- pmyar_ . ~ . .

_The following résolution 'whs -then ‘ptoposed by the .
chairman which was_ received with -unacimops eupport
and aclamation :—

_ Omar Jhaveri, B. M. Pale

& Phat this mass mesting of Natal Indians beld under
the anspices of the Natal [ndian Congress hereby places

on record ita feeling of joy and happiness at the rclease
of Mahstma Gandhijee and hambly prays that hesmay
goon couipletly reasver from the cffects of the recent '
operation, that he may be sparel for many a long yeur
to come to work in the caunse of tha Motherland, and
‘hereby empowers the Natal Indian Congress to convey to
Mahatma Gandhi and Mrs. Gandhi the humble respects
and love of the Indians in Natal.” ,

The Rev. A. Lamont who was alao prescnb at the
meeting spoke in enlogietic terma of the patriotic services
rendered by Mahotma Gaudhi and also said that troe
British sympathy was always with the legitimate aspira-
tion of the Indians and right was sure to win in the end.
Speeches in a similar strain were also made by othera.

Mr. Shaikh Mehtab entertained the gathering with
sohga especially composed by him for the ocoasion.

_The chairman then wound up the -proveedings by
thanking the sudience for lmving watched the pro-
ceedings with solemn silence for fally two hours, and M.
Rawat faixhaving given the Hall for the occasion.

Dursax INpiu® WoueN Meet

A Mestiog 6f Durban [ndidn women was held ab the
Hindn Tamil Institate on Thuarsday the 7th instaut to
‘axpress their joy at the news received of the relense of
Mahatma Gandhi. There was a large numdggr of Indian -~
women presen*, the chair belng oconpied by Mrs. V. R.
R. Moodely. Prayers having besn offere] for the relense
the chaitwoman in ber apeech said, they had met that day
in those- large mnumbera to celebrate~ the release

- from inoarveration of w man for whom their love

snd respect knew no biuuds, a man who sacrificed his all

 for his country and a man who s rightly been ovalted

the most Ohrist-like person of the present duy, & 1man,
whow the so-called Ohristian Nation thought fit to bury
alive in prison for two whole years for preaching
the gospel of tfuth. Lot them Lopesud pray thut—
that greab truth—the truth of every hLumaa being's
right to breathe God's g

‘ good‘ .air a3 & free human
being for which this Nobie Son qf Hind had jast servud

two years in prison, would be realissd and that India

wounld achieve her birth-right Swarj nader his guidance in
a ehort time, and that God in bis. Wisdowm and Mercy,
wonld give every Indian the strength and love for his
conatry to follow the foot-atups of Mahatins Gandbi.

The follo#ing ladies #poke of the high ideals pracuised

- by Mahatma Gaudhi and all alike prayed for his speody

‘regovery from tlhie effect of his recent operation : Misdumes
: il, Virjee Nathoo snd othors

The following Resolations wero uusuitmously passod;—
_ 1. “That this Mecting of [ndian women of
Natal, hereby expreases their feeling of happiness -wind
gratitude at the relense of that noble son of [udia,
Mahatma Gandhiji, and desires t) convey to Mshatmji
and Mrs. Gandbi, the ‘love dnd respesta of Indian
‘Women of Natal, ”

9, “Dhat ‘this 'mesting of Natal I[odian Women

-hereby lodges its emphatic protest ab the aclion of the

Minister {p introducing the Class Area Bill, whioh
calonlatos to introAnce class legislation, and hereby gives
its wupport to the Delegation 'ag}mlnmd by ‘the Nutal
JIndian Congress to interview the Minister on the BIIL "

MasrTZoURG INDIAN Mass Meerivg

The Tidian community in the city held o mass |
meeting on Thursday afterncop at H.Y.M.A. Hall
to celebrate the liberation of Mahatma Gaadhi,
Mr. $. R. Naidoo (organising secretary) did his
work well and at 5,15 p.m. the hall was packed
with young and old. The meetiny was held
under the aegis of the Natal Indian Congress.

Mr. O Nulliah, who presided, :dd‘f'essed the

.gathering ag follows :—

Fellow-countrymen,—To-day will be observed
as a day of rejoicing throughout the country at
the news of the release of Mahatma Gandhi,

‘Mahatmaji was arrested and sentenced to a term

of six years’ imprisonment upon 8 charge of
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creating disaffection in India. His arrest, althouzh |
not unexpected, created a profound sensation not |
only in India buj also wherever his name was
known. Seintlike in character and incapable of
doing any crime, we believed at the time that his
arres  “yove of the errors of the Government of
India, wuich launched out a policy of repression
on the birth of the non-co-operation . movement.
The historical trial of Mahatmaji in March 1922
" and his submission to same without a ward of
defence showed the sincerity of the cause he was
espousing. He was not only a man of action,
but 2 man of his word. His influence over the
mass of the people was so great that he was
looked upon, alike by the edacated and
uneducated, as Indis’s leader. His outlook in
life end of humanity was quite different from
others. - .
" Lovem Or Pxace

- He was peither an extremist nor 8 moderate. He
was always & believer of Ahimea, and was in &
true sense a lover of peace. Since the Pumnjab
atrocities committed by General Dyer in 1919 he
saw the utter futility of eupparting a system of
Government under whose rule the umpapeakabls
acts that were done were at all possible He
wanted to show that repression cannot be & fore-
ranner of good government, and launched out his
scheme of non.co-opersation. :
What is the meaning of non-co-operaton? It
is to abstain from co-operating with the Govern-
ment, such as it is, By Lis sincerity of purpose
he made the Nati.nal lndian Congress accept it,
and from that time non-co-operatioe -was carried
on. "People gave support to his movement, and
prepared to suffer by going to gaol . Hundreds
have sacrificed their wealth and their all to uphold
. their ideal of S8waraj, for which they were working.
Mahtmaji, in his . speeches and by his writings,
made it elear that he was not - against the British,
but against their system of rule in India, which he
wanted sltered to one of popnlar government
Surely that was a justifiable cry—a ery that found
support in Ireland and in-Egypt- -of a people who
had history, traditions, kiterature and civilisation.
Coming to the life of Mahatmaji; I do not know
if there is anyone here who does mot know him.
He first came out here in 1895, and, finding that
the conditions of Indians demanded his attention
and services, he decided to dedicate bis life to the
“services of his fellow-men.. He was the honoured |
and trusted leader of our community, and carried
on struggles to relieve our disabilities. His pas-
sive resistance movewment in the Transvaal soon
after the Boer War concluded, and the gr. at strike
which he commenced as a protest against and
repeal of the £3 tar, will be remembered by ns
vwith a {eeling of gratitade. Tor duty’s sake he
went to gaols in South Africa several times, and
suflered as Christ and Praghlad had- suffered, to
to uphold truth. . s
His departure to India removed from our midst
a leader of thought and action, -who aiways stood
to protect ows interests. Yet we feel that Mother
Hind demanded from him his whole-hearted
service,aud this he gave her unflinchingly. - He
stands far above Tilak and Gokhale in holding
the love and esteem of the masses of India. His
grca; work for the Hindu-Muslim unity will be n
audmark in India, and in this he has the support

| Tecovery.” - _

- the Natal Indisn Cong:ess as Te

of the Ali brothers.
THR LEessox . :
Fellow-men, you may ask what lesson.is to be
learnt frem the life of Mabatmaji. It is, 1o my

mind, a lesson of Tove and sacrifice. His love for
Lis people was as unbounded as was his sacrifice
unlimited. In the ward of men his is an outstand-
ing figure, searred by sacrifices and sufferings for
the sake of conacience and of truth.
- We regret tn hear that he has not been well for
some time. Let us offer prayers -that he may
speedily recover, and that the ight may endow
him with long life and strength to y on the
self-imposed task of working Tor Hotmin i
Prayers were offered by Mr. S, H. Vazie 8,
Narain Panday and Rev J. M. Sundarem, for the .
speedy recovery of Mahatmaji. =
Jhe following resolution was earried :— =
“This mesting of the Iudians of Maritzburg and
district sends hearty congratulations to Mahatma
Gandbi on his release, and prays- for his speedy

Messrs M. L Kajee, R. B. Maharaj, M. M.
Bhonla, Hoosen Mahomed, Gayasudeen, Gai Singh,
and Bev. J. M. Sandaram spoke paying tributes to
Mahatmaji. . - LT

e o

i@ - Co- - +

. TOWNSHIP FRANCHISE ORDINANCE
' STrATBMEST Burmrren To MiNISTER
" By NaTaL ISpran CONGRESS.

. The following is the text of. the statement sub-
mitted by the deputation of the Natal Indian.

| Congress representing the Indian community of -

Natal to the Minister of tl:e Interior at Capetown. .
The deputation consisted of Messrs. Amod Bayat -
president), V. Lawrence (vice-presiderf), - A.
hristopher (Hon. ecretlalry'),- - V. Sd l? Pather -
(Hon. Treasurer), B. A. Meghra; and M. Beeths-,—
see Maharaj (members of the Committes s~ 7 -

“We, the wudersigned) bave been authorised by

. presenting the.

Indiar eormmunity domiciled and born in Natal to
submit the followihg statement on ‘the {rdinanee .
to amend the {lml zﬁg;ship . Efﬂ; No.. 11, 1881,
in respect of the Qualification oters passed. by.
the: Natal Provincial Cauncil. Lo )
B¥ Before proceeding with our state

ent. we desire

in the name of oux ecommunity to thank -you Jor
-affording-us an-opportunity to-interview yow.: -

. ‘We object to the said Ordinance No. 2 of 1924,
on the following among other grounds, namely —

1.” That the Ordinance discriminstes on meial
grounds betwcen inhabitants who are subject.
to the same taxation gad deprives ‘British In- -

.- diaps of existing an fninre rights. - =~

2. 'That the Ordinance sven removes the names

of those Indians ‘Wwho are‘already on the -town- -

ghipsroll. - -~ -~ . -7 "~
That the Ordinance ia-a gratuitous insult to .

the Indian womanhood and thereby is derp-

gatoryto the National honour and self-respect

of the Indian Nation. - - S

The British Indians have no direct or in-
direct representation in- the legislatures to
safeguard their rights, and if the present

measure becomes Jaw, British ians- 4o

Jocal townships will receive little or mo ¢on-

sideration at hands of the town boards,

a&d even - under the existing conditions

" the interests of Indians .as ratepayers, - are
neglected. - - -

4, The British-Indians enjoying the local town-
ship’s franchise have manifested restraint and-
‘discretion in the eXecrcise of such franchise.

That duriug the last three years, on three
7 . ;

3.
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_occasions, measures in sinilar terms were intro-
duced into, and passed by, the Provincial Council
against which Indians gave evidence before the
Select Commijttee, but the Governor-General was
pleased to withhold his assent to them. ]

*".  Last year, the Ordinance, nomt@hst.and}ng
objections raised to it, and our petition being
submitted in opposition thereto, a copy~ of which
is annexed hereto, was .passed by the House
practically without discussion at the one sitting of

~ the House, the Standing Orders being suspended.
No opportunity was given to ug to lrad evidenco
before a Select Committeg, or to appear before the
Provincial Council., " - S

.- ~Weappeal in the name of the Indinn community

of Natal to His Royal nghness the (iovernor-.

General and his Honourab'e Ministers, that they
may be pleased to disallnw the Orlinance objected
to.. L . '
. We again thaok you, Sir, for ths courtesy and
patience with which you have heard our™repie-
sentation. ~ s ’ .
The statemnent vas sigoed by all the members of the
deputation. - Ty

¢+ - GovFRNOR GENERAL RESERVES Assent .

The Natal Indian Congress depu-t:ht.fon, which is now'_

“in Capetowa, h5 been iriformed by tha-Sécretuty’ of “the
Interior that the Governor-General in Council _has
reserved hig asgent to the Natal Townships Franchise
Ordinance, which was passed by the Natal Provincial
Council last month. , :

.
NATIONAL LIBERAT. FEDERATION OF
_ INDIA

The following is the text of the 'nteresting address
delivered by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra before tho Sixth

- Natiooal Libetal Federation of India beld last Dscomber:’

PRUSIDENTIAL, AODRESS BY St TEJ BAHADUE SAPRU

* Fellow-Delegates, Ladics uud Gentlemen,—
My first duty is to tender to you all my sincorest

" thanks for the great hLonour yor have done me in-

.inviting me to preside over your .deliberations this year.
When, abont two nionths sgo I received in TLondon
‘cablegrams from Sir Hormusji Wadya and. Mr, Awnbokar
offering me the presidentehip of the Liberal Federatiom,
1 was free from considerable doubts as to whetuer I
should accept the offer. Bab, after carefully thinking
over it, [ cams Lo the conclusion that if the party to
which I bave the Bonour to heloug had decided to call
npon to place my services at its disposal this year, I
shonld be waniing in my dnty i€ I failed to respond to
that invitation. . -Much as I appresiate the honour which
you have conferred on me and much as I wish that your
choice had [allen on s~me - worthier ‘person, I feel, how-
ever;, that without your “support and co-operation it
would: e impossible for any peracu in my position to
“achieve Ainy snccesy n what appears to me to ba a crisis
in the bistory of the Lfbaral party. I have no dombt
that X shall 'éﬁeﬁﬁ’}rpunﬁqpporb in a generoud mensure
ang I feel that the very fact¥that thix conference ha3

been called this year, in this gt atid hiqt.ori’é’ oity, foil

of political memories of ancient days-=1%city which in
. our own gefieration bas been the scené -of nctivities of
some of the most outstanding fizures of modern Indie—
shot{d inspire us with some high aad nseful purpose.
' Gehtlemen, I have just spoken -of the crisis in the
affairs 'of the: Liberaltparty and it gil: be my attempt to
dea] with 1t fajrly akd-franklg-and to invite you to face
the situation 'in-.the” sime-spivit. I do not propose to;
address yon on too many sobjets, I would much rather
. concentrate your attention-and mine npon gome of those
problems . which stem to-ne.to be the most pressing. OFf
these, one effects our party, and that I propoce to deal

with at a later stage. Meanwhils, with your permission, L,

shall at 6102 deal with two or three problens on which I

have no doubt yon weald like to henr me,
- THE Ivreial CoNrenence

. It was oanly on the 80tk of the last month that I
retorned from Eaglaadafter an abseace of over five
months, Dariog a part of that periol I had w work
at tho Tmperial Conference. T assume that yon all Lave
read the proceedings of that Conference, relatine to the
guestions of Indians oversens and I therefore do not

propose Lo tronble you with much of what has apueared -

in the press, [ desire simply to explain fhe pasition na
it strikes me, aud, while I sball no doubt express my
own opinion, I shall leave it to yon to form your own
judgment, :

: - KENYA

The position, which arose when the Kenya decisions
were given by His Majesty’s Governmeat in July lust
was lo my mind & most critical one, Important
negotiations had been pending for sonie tima past he-
tween the representatives of the Indians in Kenya and
She white secticrs there and the Coloniat Offive, :For,bur
part we had tho satistaction that onr casz ‘was bsinr pub
by a deputation which was led by one of onr most dis-
tinguished conntrymen, whose knowledge of the subject
is only surpassed b‘{ his{ent.hlﬁif:m for the cause. - I, of
caursg, . xefar k. thy Ri ogcble. Srinivaw - Seatxis
Whl:f,I reighed Lc-ndon,g foungﬁhat Mr. Sast.m;'
deeply immersed in this question and it gladdened my
heart to know that all that was humanly possible was
being done by -Alr. Sastri, in an atmasphere which
scomed to be “charged 'with electr'city, A4 lost the

~ White Paper wus issued which led to the fam s dnbate

in Paclixmsut, part of which [ my:clf attonded. ‘Thoe
decisions wera received by our comntrymen in Baglanl
and here with fuelings of indignation anl dismiy and
I am afraid nothing that has bappened during the law
three or four years has tendered moave to wmken tho
faith of our countrymen in the justice of 1lis M ijrs-y's
.Government, than -these unfortauate decisions. While,
on the ooe hand, it is said that His Majesty's Govern-
ment cannot interfere with the internal autonomy of
self-governing domiuions and that no eelf-governiny
domipion will for a 1zoment tolerate any encroashment
on the part of "His Mujesty’s Government uposn the
complete freedom of the dominions to pass their own
lawi relating to franchise—parlinmen'ary and munici-
pal— m the other hand it is felt that the samo argument,
~assaning it to ba valid or politically souad, cannot in tha
alightest, degrec apply to a Crown Colony, K-nya was nnd
iz 8kill a Crown Coloay; hub it cam to me as a sarpriss
whben a die-LTFA pofitician with whom we in [udia ars not
unfamiliar, presuinicg perhups npon my ixnorancs, songht
to enlighten me by suying that Kenya was not a “Crowa
Colony nrfd that though it bad nos a responsible*Gov.
ernment it had an element of responsibility. - £t was a
dangerous Huggestion to make; for,- similarly India
mingt claim that thongh it has not #epnsible - Govern-
ment it hasmcmeasure of responsibili-y in"the provincas
at least. “F-was qaite apparont to my wmind that arga.
ments suck a3 thess were abiolutely untenable ani.-the
real fact of tha matter was that.Hig Majesty’s Govern-
ment found tho white settlers tod strong. fordhiuni. It
waas urged by sme of the statesmen, whom T saw jia my
private oapacity, that thg Keaya decision had cerpainly
improved the position of Indinns in Kenya_jg_gertain
respects. ‘To put it ub the lowest, it scerned tp fbe to be
a debutable point, Thoss among my couptrymea who
knew hetter tie position of Indians, unhesil?ﬁin Iy main.
tained, that'so fut fyow their position baviog buen im-
proved, it hid"boch seriously prejudiced in so fur a3 the
minority was placed id s poditidn of pifitical . praouni-
nance and definitely, acquired 'thicSright dof “cxcl-mive
ownership in the llighlands, Indeed, thiat wus not the
view of only the [udians. lven the Government of
Todia did not ab all feel:happy over thie decisions given
by His Majesty's Government, and His Excelleucy the,
Viceroy felt himself called vpon to say in a dpeech
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which be delivered to the Legislative Assembly that
news of the decizion regarding Kenya came o me and
my Goverament no less thzn to yon, as i grea* s ad sovere
disappointment; for India had made the canse of Indians
in Fiji ber own. As llis Majrstyt Goverument has
stated, this decision conflicts on material points with the
strongly expressed views of my Goverament, as laid
before Cabioet, by the Secretary of State for India.”
This was the state of things in. which I found myself
placed in London, towarls the end of July last.

Tue Dirricurty oF THE POsITION -

I am awere that it was felt in certain quarters, and
by certain of my esteemeed friends alsdh that .. ehonld
immedintely sever my connection with the *Tmperial
Conference. 1 carefully considered the “position “but
I was clear in-my miad, that se far from withdrawing
from the Conference, it -was my doty to fight for the
vindication of Indians’ rights in the Dominions and the
Crown Colonies and to try either to get the Kenya
decisions reversed or abt any rate to pave the way for
their reconsideration. This is the task that T set to my
I pot mysclf imynediately in touch™ with some of
my political fricnds in Iudia and I nlso commuonicated
my views to Hig Excellency the Viceroy, who bad
deputed me on that ission. The more I thonght about
it the more strongly I felt that I should not give ap-the
Cenference, without at least making o struggle for the
vindication of our rights. The friends whom [ con-
salted were distincily of ihe opinion that I must stay

and fight for our rights aad I also received much support. §

and encourngement from His Excellency the Viceroy.
The dilficulty witch then confrofed me was, that [

found that India did not figure in-the agenda . of the |

Conference, excepting in regard to 8 small ¢uestion re-
lating to the mandated territories. 1 owe it to the
sapport, which I received from Lord Pee! after [ had
explained to bim my position, tiat His Majesty’s Gov-
eroment agreed to give India 8 day in -he Conference:
Lthen interviewed the Dominion Prime Ministers. [-
explained to thew my scheme and I must say fo the
credit of all, excepting of course General Smate, that
they generally agreed to support me, Hepe I must’
state that from the beginning to the end, { took . my
stand on the resolution of 1921, which we owe in no

- amall measure, to the efforts of Mr. Sastri, und I cannol,

allow theqriticism in certain papers to go anchaltenged,
that I departed in a1y degree, either from she letter or
the spirit of those resolutions, :

.- GENERAL SMUTS' ATTITODR

With General Smats my experience was howevef

different. As I bave said more than once, he was
adamant. . Goneral Smats has claimed that he showed
me every courtesy. L have néver denjed it. On the

‘contrary, I f:ankly admitted it in the speech’ which I
delivered at the Lady Emily Layten's reidence -and }

I cannot imagine that General Smuts could have over-
looked that portion of my speech, But if General Smats
at all expected that social coartesies on bhis part could
in any weasure or degree make amends for bis a'titnde
towards the Indian problem and that they conld justify
me in overlooking his attitnde towards the political issue
which was raised, he_was sadly mistaken. 1 bad not
gone to ask for his sympathy with onr aspirations
towards self-government. [ would' much rather, that
we fonglt for battle for self-gnvernment gingle-banded
*thauw that we should seek his suppart or - the suppoit™ of
any ontsider in regard to those aspirations. ' [ pus before
Lim a definite issue and he rejected it. Not only did he
r jectit, but he suggesed, though he did not move,
counterproposals which, to my mind, were wholly sub-
versive of the priuciple of citizenship, within the ambit
of the same Ewpire and which, if accepted, " must

necessurily establish u higher and ‘a lower grade- of:

citizenship. Not only did he reject those proposals, but
ke also openly attacked the Indian Govgrnm "in ‘a
manner in which, by his own standdrd, he shonld nok
have Guderiaben upon himmH Lo eriticies uncthnr Goye
emewent; Which (a8 pary of shie mma FEmpire for, let oe

f
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remind yoa of what he said : “I maust say qnile frankly”,
gaid General Smots, “ that I Ive been very much per- -
i tarbed over the attitnde adopted by the Indinn Govern-
ment in this matter. They pressed the ecase against,
{ Kenya in a way which seemed to me to exceed the limits
of pradence and wisdom, and when the settlement wus’
nltimately made, lunguerge was nsed in regard to it,
which I think wooid cerlainly not heélp the canse of
loyaity either in India or anywhere else in the Empire.
The whole incident, as I said, bas had a very bad effect
in Sonth Africa.” Now, if after this language and his
whole attitade and after saying that, franchise for col-.
1 oured races in South Africa was “a question of impossi-
* bility,” he expected me to treat him as the best friend of
i Indin, then he indulged in‘ a -vain hope. Frankly,
ygeatiemen, I do not care whether he chargea me with a
{ breach of international etiquette or anything or anything -
 similar to'it; [ feel that the South African Government,
; of which he is the head, has adopted towards our conntry-
men, settled in that part of the Ewpire, an attitnde
which, to use his owa language, cannot belp the canse
'!of loyalty either in India or ‘anywhere .else -in the.
Empire., : - - R
+  I'shall mow refer to my experience of the Colonial:
« Office. With the Coloninl Office [ had no little difficaity,
" bot it 10nst be said to the credit of the Duke of Devon-
- shire that while he saw no prospeat of the Kenya deci-
. gions being modified, he at last agreed to extenl the
. acope of my scheme to Kenya. - -

. . (70 3¢ Continued.) - T

- ———

»

‘FRUIT EATING AND HEALTH
Dr. Josiah Oldfeld- writes in- the Daily -

I have been working at the diet problem ever -
- since those carly days' when;: without a_peany, I
_determined that I would get an Oxford degree, .

or.die in the attempt. - _ _ .. . -

R TR
*When you have to earn yorr day’s food in- youry.

- spare time—(my spare time was from 5-30 to 7-30
* 8.m.)—you learn more-about foods and food valuess

in a wesk than
In. a year.

you" can gather from -3 text=book,
. o '-;-1:'}~‘ LR 2 r¥ .
Ilearned that brown liread, cheese, ‘wheat, rice, ~

- onions and monkey-nuts kept upmmy strength and

staved off hunger better than meat{ and so I’

began as an undergard to “fruitare,” and. havo-

ever since blessed the day I began to live wholly, -

upon the "kindly {ruits of the earth,” ~, =~
Gradually I found that my healch and stamina

improved. My old chronic headaches wgre re-:

duced, and my inertia was replacad.. . ° . -

WHAT STONE BRRARERS SAID

"I became a conscientious éonvert ‘to the fruita. ™
riun dietary,-and then I discussed it with my*
fellow-workmen in the stone-breaking yard.. . = -
“It’s all very well for you.” they said “who only -
break stones two hours a _day, to live ‘without
meat, but a real hard-working man must have his |,
g : : nan mus .

* I .discussed_if with mifr' tutor, Secoti -Hol‘lailf‘l. -
“It's all very well, for men_ who work with iheii,
waseles to live like the peasants of the worid gver
on grains and vegetables and pulses and fruits;
but for men who bave to nourish on active - brain, -
-ment is a necessity.” . . T
These criticisms were mutually destructive, and
80 I stuck to the hubits of Father Adam and faith- -
Tul Daniel and have been amply rewarded. - :

. _Since then, from my observations on thoussnds
of sick people in hospital and in private life, from
my eXamination of men, women and children in
tany climes und sousitvine and woder pll agres

and conditions of life.§ ava sawn to the defiite ‘
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conclusion that men would ke happier internally,
wonld be more free frotn minor ailments and
worries, wauld enjoy {c!:eir food with a clear
appetite, would escape many of the modern diges-
tive and appendix ailments would recover more
quickly from injuries, and would;have & more
oxtendgd %ife and a more painless]death, ifi they
Yivedupon a xightly selected fruitarian dietary,
and fgave up all forms
wid

-

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

.. ! The Arnual Ge;fr;rai.' Meeting™* of the

'Natal Indian Corigress will be held on |

‘Sunday, the 2nd March 1924 at 3 p. m.
at Rawat's Bio Hall, Victoria Street, Dur-
ban, for the transaction of the folfowing
business: .. .
.. Report and Findncial Statement,
~ Election of Officials. .

, Ac»glolﬂs%;%réapm.m.
S.ORABJEE RUSTOMJEE} l_iouy. Secs.

Natal ladian Congresst
e _____——_"} :
FOR SALE OR HIRE
AT 140 QUEEN STREET, - DURBAN
. Ort Sécond and Third Floor -
"~ . Restaumrant. - ¢ -
Complete with “furniture and plenishing,
“consisting of large Tea Room, .large
" vefandah, sitting room, k.p.b.

Billiard Room, complete with one table
and accessofies, and furniture. .
- Photographic Studie, with cameras “and
" usual appurtendnces, . - - - '

Four large rooms,
- verandgh, complete with furniture,
~Lease for reasonablé period will be given,
~ Tenders will be received for the whale or
any portion ofrabove, ' S
- For furthet particulats
Apply—_ -
’ - 110; FI

s -

LY

ELD STREET,

L34 b

© TOSUBSCRIBERS =~ _ -
The subscriptiofi rate for Inb1an OpiNioN
is 155 od.” for South Africa and 158, 6d.
" for. oversea. s
.. : ‘ _ rg—' ) ]

e RORAAT L gyl R iGH -
(ks Hi2 A, - ifl*lt:lli?l w2 Ml -5,

k.pb and large .

Lo , “ . Durban.
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iof Jifish, flesh and

" The Hon. Mr. Gokhale and the Tndeature Systom

" A Boolk—and its Misnomer

NEW BOOKS FOR SALE

THE GREAT TRIAL OF -
MauaTMa GANDHI & MR, BANKER.

" {This book is edited by Mr. K. P. Kenava Menon

- and contains & Foreward by Mrs, Sarojini Nai-
doo, It contains the full report of the Trial of
Mahatma Gandhi including Mshatms Gandhi’e
statement, the Judgment and Mahatma Gandhi's

_reply. pdt also*contains the offendiog articles
for which Mehatma Gandhi was arrested and &
description of the scene at the Astam when he
wis xrrested and  other .n.eresting  cubjects
desling with Mahdtma Gendhi.]

" "THE LIFF OF LOKOMANYA TILAK,

(By D. V. Arnavie, LaTE HEeADMASTER,
- M. J. HioH ScHQOL ViRMMGAR (BomBay)
WITH A FoREWORD BY MR, C. R. Das.)
{This book is dedicated by the anthor to Mahat.
- ma Gandhi, ~This is the Intest life sketch of the
" Lokomanya dealing with his the geeat leader's
career from the beginning to the ¢nd of his
* life. Stff Cover, 400 pages.]

e 2 0
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BOOKS FOR SALE

To be obtained from the 7wdiam Opinien Prees, Pheenix,
*Natal, Postal Orders to be made payable at Duthus,

2
Indian Home Rule, by M. K. Gandhl 1
I
Nl

12

-]
6
o
6
[ .

Bagavad Gita. Mrs, Besant's Translation
Asiatics Registratior Amendment Act (rgo8)
in English and Gujarati
Hindu Social Ideals, by P. J. Mohta -,
Rise and Growth of Bombay Muunicipal Govt,
Agricultural Industries in India A '
‘The Story of the Ramayana, the Eplc ol Rama
A Study in Indian Economics, by P. Bannetji
The Indians of South Africa, by H. 8. L. Polak
Lite ot M. K. Gandhi (in Tamil) )
The Golden Number of * Judian Opinion”
* Paper covers
. Bound in Cloth
Speeches on Indian Affairs, by Jobo Morley
The Hon, Mr. Gokhale's Tour in South Alriea :
Special InpiaAn OriNioN Souvenire,
The Ethics of Passive Resistance .
Essay on Indian Economics, by Mahader .
e . ** . Qovind Racade
Hindu Psalms and Hymus :
Vaishavite Reformers of India
M. K. Gandhi and the South African
Inc’!ian Problem
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I o
Aspecs of the Vedanta 1 6
Essays on Indian Art, Industry gnd Bdycation 2 6
%
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