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INDIANS IN THE COLONIES

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTION A “ SCRA_P OF PAPER el

GRAVE WARNING BY MESSRS: ANDREWS AND POLAK
Sir John Lange’s Commission acknowledged these

HE (ollowing statement with refereace to the
Ts position of Indians overseas has beea issued
in Jodia over the signatures of Mr. H. S. L.
Polak and Mr. C, F, Andrews :—
A Serious Crisis

The news which has receatly come to us both from
South and East Africs and also from Fiji is of so
serious a character, that we venture to appeal through
the Press to the people of India to take up the cause
ol Indians abroad with greater energy and deter-
wination in order to save them from impending
disastar. A crisis pow faces them of unexampled
magnitude and it appears to us very largely to depend
on the full and emphatic expression of public opinion
io India, whether the Imperial Conference resolution
with regard to equal status passed at London in july
192z is to be made effective or not.

In South Africa, the key of the situation iz Natal.
The bulk of the Indian Community is concentrated in
that Province. Natal actually owes its prosperity to
the Indian labourers, who were brought in to save it
lrom insolvency. The majourity of Indians there are
now Coloninl born.  All fresh Indian immigration has
beea stopped. In a short time the whole Indian popu-
lation will be South African by birth. The European
population, oo the other hand, is continually being
reinforced by immigration from England and elsewhere.
This constant stream of fresh i immigration from Europe
(while immigration from India is closcd) makes it quite
certain that the European population i in Natal will
soon largley outoumber the Indian, In the other pro-
vinces of South Africa, the Indian population is neg-
ligible roughly speaking about z1,000. as compared
with nearly 2 million and a halt Europeans. Even this
dispropotion is growing greater at every census because
of the rapid increase of Europeans owing to immi-
gration,

NATAL'S INDEBTEDNESS To INDIA -

» Yet in spite of the facts {1) that Indians were invited
to come over in the first instance, (z) that they made
Natal prosperous, (3) that the majority of them are
now South Airican born, (4) that no further Indians are
allowed to enter, in spite of all these lacts. the
Europeans with louder and louder voices are ‘increas-
ingly demanding either (1) that the Indians should be

facts. Nevertheless even this report made recommen-
dations which, if put into practice would have seriously
curtailed the very few existing Indian rights, The South

African Uuiob Government, however, realising the
importance of the issue in the Iarge world, outside -
South Africa, was able to postpone aoy threatened

anti-Indian legislation, and sfafus gro has 50 far been
with some difticulty maintained. ' :

But the anti-Asiatic party in Natal has now repeated-
Iy attemped to force'the hands of the Union Govern_ "

minimt-

ment. 1t has captured the Provincial Council and*i_*
duced it to pass legislatioa, which" would~ deptive "
Indians of several of the most important “tights ‘which °

they still retain, This has begp dohe in ‘the hope
either ot compelling by public pressure’the assent of -
the Governor-General in Council, or else ‘of obhgfng
the Union Government, while withholding assent, to
pass tne desired anti-Astatic Legislation, on its own
accoynt,

But section 147 of the Soath Afncan Act of 1909 2
was passed expressly in order to prevent provincial

legislation in Asiatic affairs. For it was recogmsed
that pravincial narrowness might mvolve South Afnca
in a complicated international situation.
was desigoed to reserve the entire control from begm-

a1

ning to end of all matters specially or dlﬂerently .

aﬂ'ectmg Asiatic to the Governor General-m-counm[
that is t6 say, the Union Government itself, . ,

ANTI-INDIAN LEGISEATION -

What is the legislation which the Natal Provmcnal
Council is trying to foree through ?

(1) There is an ordinance to substitute for a hcen -
sing officer from whom there is a right of appesi upon |
certain conditions, a licensing Board in rural areas, "

whose membership will be confined to Eurgpeans;
This Board would have final powers of decizion in all -

matterg relating to the issue and transfer of licences, *

Section 147 .

thereby, in sobstance, thodgh not in 'set terms, “

depriving Indian traders of their Iormer r:ght of appeg]
on questions of law.

(z) There is an Ordinance which would prevent
_Indians in future from acquiring the” municipal® or *

urban franchise. - This would mean & clear breach of

an official promise ruade &s loog ago as 1896, and the
disfrauchisement for all tiwe of Indm:u hord atid hradl
. i1 the Pmﬂncu. .

a3 Inf 29 possible repatriated; or elge (2) that those who -
nnml sbaald he vagregsten sud riarwing Peastised
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> Tham is ax ordinance whose abject is te segre
gate Indiaps in Durban by makiog it legally impossible
lontham 10 WU OB OCUPR: municipa] lead in an arga
ear-marked for Europeans, or to sell mich land to Eu-
ropeans car-marked for Indians, This is the first
time that mw'mn bag been attr:mp,t::d
in Natal.

All this @ spowvedip only the beginning of the
‘campaigo obthe Anti-Asiato Rarly.

1 it succeeds, it will certainly be foltowad by, further
legislation, Thigin the eud must either regducq the
Indian population io South Africa to political, social
and economic servilude, or. else drive it Irom the

. country. )

Diggor Negotations Wire GoverNMENT Or INbia

rrrrr

Al the last kmperig) Conlerence the hopa was ex-
proagad thay by. maavg of direct negotistiops between
India apd Sough Afsica **some way. can be (ownd, asg
soqm A& |mag b, to,teach ¢ wore satisfactory position, ”
The (4 that diregt nggotiationg have now been
opanad, leade one t presume that it is oot the desire
of the Upion Goveromen{ tp pricipitate a rapture
with Jadia, Rut the lodian Goyerament will sufter
groatlp un uaking ita. qwa position. clea: -to, the South
Alrican. Gomgnmenty, il it bas: oot the upited strength
of tha peopls, of Todia kehind it We would venture,
theseloks, to usge. that on this question the uaity of all
thiokiog paopla in Iu;gg with tbe Gdyernment is
esgential in ardes to abtein & guccesstul end, to, such
diggrt Ragoristion

Posrrion In BasT Arrica

In East Africa, we meet a situation wbich if any-
th!ugu more dangerous even than that in Natal.
Kon’l il not . ulf-;ovemmg. but a Crown Colony.
Copltgtntiomlly, the admmmtratlou is nothmg more
than & bnnch g! tha Colomal Office in London The
Governor is I lubagdmate taking orders Irom the
Secratary of Stnta for the Colonics. Great Britain ia
direelly msgonsible. .
~ Atthe mperial Contarance, Great Britain accopted
the Fmporial eonfmuce resolution with regacd to
equal Indwn status. Mr. Wiastoa Churchill was
Chairman of the Spacial Committes that drafted this
resglptiqn. He himself scceptad the resalution op
behall of the Colonis! Office. What falinyed is almost
mcqpcmvablg Seacgely Rad thy ink of his gsigpature
drigd BPoR £ha PAPsS thay the Gaveroor of Keoya was
son hack by Mr. Wipston F,hurqlnll himge|l with a
sectgl gogument coplaining proposals (uurlame')h“y
opnoueg tg the very resolution of the Imurrial o nfe
encg, which he bimsclt had just sugned “ this r:locu

§ hggl basa g.cceated by the Indtans in Kenn anq
lwf become faw. i would bave perpetuat;d the
inferiority of Indians tc Europeans in atmost every
paggicylsr:  J3 wauld bay: madg ;acnal d:f]‘ercnumoc:
nad sginh peRragation & oy of the Igw of wo lged.

DesariuTiEy Qr Janiave .

Tinrg e A primvary d!nhdnm under which

Tudiamq hm io Bemys, )

=

~ brokep,

f}oausr 11TH, 1922

»

(1) Theg mag 0ot acquire transfer of azricultural
land in the Highlapds.

Wheo the Indians protested against thig ingidious
distinction, they were told that the Colonial Office had
made a pledge to the Europeans, which could not be
The, sp-galled p}cdga referred to is that of
Lord Elgin {n 1908, Lord Elgin'y Despatch, hge
ever, neods to be read as 5 whole. The local officias,
are told o iwo,the oxiginal Crown granu of land "' for
solely to
Buropgnnq. B,ut lu; \ddedr that His Majesty’s Govera-

; ment would not countenance legislation differentiatly
affecting the Indizn population,

It will bz scen at
once, thnt o bar was placed upon the open transfer
of the original Crowy grants t avy fulure sale to any
puichaser, who haa rights in the couairy. Tha
Indians had the right of puatchase. An act of the
legislature would have been raquired to take those
rights away. But Hix Majesty's Goveroment had
expressly stated that no guch racial legislatign wauld
be countenanced.
So-CaLgp Prgpce To Eurongans

The. sacalled pledge ta Europeans bas begn waply
fulfilled, fcr we have bzpo told on officinl ayihacity.
that practically all the original Crowa grauts in the
Highlgnda havq. now been made, avd Europeans have
bad them all.  Buk the actual dopumsntacy promise ta
Indiacs. that legal diffcreatiation would oot be
coumtanauced by HHis Majesty's Government hag been
calioysly broken. For in 1916 during the wax, wheo
the Indian commuuity gas heipless under Martigl Law,
gn ordinapce of the legislaturg was passcd, empomering
the Goyeraor to yejo the tosier of land i aay part of

 the Frotectorate befween persons of differgat gaceg

This had begp unfaliingly exsrised agiiost Indiany wh,
may desire to qequirs legal transfer of land iq the

. ngblanda

(2) It ig part of thg declared poliy of the Europan
gettlers, {0 enlorce sirict Gompulsory |§gr_egquqq, both
resn}entml and Qolgmercml

(3) The eqogean pogvonuon o{ Associationy u
cndcavynﬂu‘ to tjeny lndiam gquul I‘ranchtgq on,
common elegtoral roll

(4) Fmall;, in ord-r to mike Kenya “a
characteu;;lcal\y aond dwnncuvely Brmsh Colon¥ —lo
quote Mr. Winston Churchill’s phm!e,-—mui in thd so
called m!srest ol the natwe the polomnl Secrctury
purposes to regulalu smctly ",-m other wordn to pro-.
hihit —!ndlan lmmlgrauon

ln th:s Yt c!ause lies the most urgent panl to the
Imhan éommm'inty "1 further lmmtgmtwn c'm b-a
protubited aod if Kcnya can be forced to Yook
erunomucallﬂ‘ !owar&: LJndon ralﬁer l‘hau Bomhny
w1 b ablé tu' Euntiol * perd:anr'ntly 'the " “unpfotected
Indian dodiciled tesidenis, merely grantiog them such
mifct cObCessiGna’ k8 Would do no “haim,frof” Maft
i:olnl‘ ol ‘view, Tho siqister’ sigolficancs to India or
this last proposst lier in the fncy, that it {u intended 4o

qut 2ndia seaipletaly off (rom i1e sge-loog saotast with
Bast Africa; snd Mr Churchill has openly declarad
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h's desire tn establish a great administrative unit, con-

sstivg of K-rys, Uganda, Tunganyka and Zozihar,

and having a commen policy. :
MoveMENT Like1y To EpreaD

When we turn_lo Uainds we  find thie same aoti- |

frdiani.fl .ence ol the Coloaial Office clgarly at wark
in e recent decison about Kampala, which eaforce

racial segregitiun.

Io Fji, o3 a recent telegram has apaounced, the-

European residents, who form less thaa one filtiesh of
the population, bave openly diclared that they are
uowilting to accept aod are determined to resit the

local application of the Imperial C mﬁ.rence resolutian
rigarding cqual Indian status. There can be little

dauwat, thit this movemszot of revalt agaiost the resolu-

tion will spread further.
We are of the opinion that nothing could be more

. disastrous in lodia at the present time than a wide

~ spread conviction, that the Golonial Offize is determin
ed to reduce so vital a document as that embodng

the Imperial Conference resoiution ot July rg2t with

ragird to equal Indian status to a meore ** scrap of

prpar.”  Tha time apears to us to have coms for the
Iodian Government itself to daclars, that there is no
possibility of tke people ol Iudia b:ing willing %o
remaia permasently within the Britigh Commouwe:lth
of Nitions exzept upoa th: tzrms of acual and nof
marcly thzorstical racial equality.. Such a declaratioa
would clear the air. It would show wore plainly than
anything else 13 the Coloniat offizz in Londoa and to
the South Alrican Union Govarament, that by these
perpetual humiliations and disthilities to  Indiang
abroad th:y are forc’'nz aa issue lrom which they
themselves may well recail,

A PRACTICAL PROTEST

ESSRS Sorabjee Rustomjze and Manila)
Genlhi weic discharged from prison last
Monday alter serving a term of seven days

imprisonment with hard lab ur to which they wers
szatenced by Me. F. J. Cluk for alleged contraveniabti
of section 144 of the Harbour Regulanons They
were given 20 uption of a fi e of £3 but they refysed
to pay the fine and chose 1o go 10 gaol. The choice

. thcy had made, theugh surprising 0 a layman, was

, not without reason and it was simple enough for those

" who koew th> circumstances of the case to uuderstand,

it. The case in itself was a trifling ove—so trifling
that it is difficult for one to undefsland how the court
could poss1bly allow such’ cases to be b-ou«ht up and
how it could afford to waste s» much time over hem,
Qe would think the cour: bad no other 1mp:rlant
work to do.  However, ir filng as dhie cise w;s, th re
#as, for the Iodian commu.xuy i priociple ‘invilved o
it. The treaiment meted cut to J:dians at the
whart at the tim: wh: tna siiling of
oail bodty taok place was s3:ndalius® Those wh‘
went to see their fricnds xnd relatives off were cou
stantly obstructed by thc olicg officers who “siood i
between the boat aod the people o lhe vaar] and
the position wi madz such that they could spoak to
\he patscogsrg oo board aa thowgh thar wogld by

lodiay -

speaking to prisoners. Behind  this. tregtrpont
were the Customs authorities. They hed u;ugé
iostructions to the Water Police to prevent the
smuggling of gold coins. The duty of the Cumm

authorities really was to keep a watch and prosecuts -

those particular pcrsans whom they fannd to be the
real offsaders.  But, 0o, they did pot want to be’ pht
to ell that trouble for the “sake of mere Indiand?
They were after ali dark -skinped men, and dh&
skinned men in this country could be treated - in k\{,

wag. Their feelings wete not to be considerd. -

Raxpect to them was an unessentisl thing.

Water Palice had therefore the whole control in thefr
awo bands of dealing with Indians and they treah,-g
them like sheep and goats’ Instend of. ‘Keeping '3

watch they forcibly kept back all Jndians to fuel 4.

distance from the boat that they aould only shout 1o
the passengers. While this was the case with Indiaos
the Europeans were pot mterlered with. No wandar
they were not, becauge’ they wauld not foleraty such
treatment, It was this treatment mated out to Indians
33 2 community in general that was daily"rcamiog
great resentment i the minds of telf« D
Indinos. While ‘this practice way still in voguo i
w1s in November last, now nipe mon;hs 880, . l.hg
Messrg.  Sorabjee and Gandhi  wmith masy other
friends werz at the wharf ta hid farewell to soms of
their friends apd relatives mhug by the #.9. Komgold,
Being pushed back without any “catss whatsoever ‘and
haviag seen with their own eyes the diferential treat-
rrent meted out to them and to their brethren they

telt the humiliation of obs ymg such ag arbitrary order

sod they felt that the oaly honourable courss for
them to adopt was to disobey sach an order dnd sufler
the comseqience. Thus they werp arrested anll
together with thern hundreds o'! _o,&hqrg y
also arrested; but the’ latter gerg al] [ {rea,ana
Messrs, Sorabjea ‘and Gandhi werq qhqgged.
were fonad guilty and sentenced to a fioq or imprison.
meot. They had knowingly committed ‘the offance
and they had to accept the pumnhmeat. They whre
therefore rught in cboosmg to go to gaol Thur.
action was unthmg more thau what ﬁo'gld Bﬂ upe;nﬂ
of evary self-rcspmctmg Ipd;;g Bg going wbat thay
did they have godggd 3 pr;ctlcal RyQiest agminst the
difizrential treatmsnt meted out to fodians ln thu ‘
country.

The treatment aboye descgbeq isnot conﬁncd to
the whari alone. It is daily mcremng ‘in overy
department. New racial legisidtion is being -introdoes
ed mnd passed every year. * When “thers'{s dnﬂ'arantul
troatment without legislation it is to be' unagmed what ©
the position will be wheni it'is sanct:oneg by fegulnﬁon

The authoritiss have adopted the course of ad“mxmst‘cr- :

ing sluw po;son to the lodiap community for their

ultimate extinction from this country and it'wili"be well
“Thére is' vow’ '

or our brathera td realise ‘thng tacy;
before us -ths " Durbda ' 'Laod™ Alienltlou O';dma%e
prised “dnd “sancitood;
A'ter 3l app‘-als aad patlhous have fajled: there iz but.
o' y o e n n;rae whi ich we ean adopt £ogat vur ‘Erievs,

Aot roleaesed aid e 17 pss eaidtineds -

Ladiapa in this eJuatcy have .bean’ traiged o the die

of this wazpoa and k10w it'te bo'the Mropgass snd ﬂu

surest one,” The ativa of Mesvs, !onbjao and Guu!};f
{2 bug & smad] demoageattsd of tha Toaling of (ke Todiag’
tommunity agalait shw Hontillatass Yhey o Ihln'

L3 N

L S

by’ the” Ualop Governmenth.
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subjected to, and it should not be expected that they
will for all time take the beating lying down. Mr. H.
"S;L. Polak has sent a timély message to Indians in
South Africa through Pandit Bhawani Dayal and we
.canoot do better then quotiny it here :—

# It is my firm belief that now, and not
later, it is for South African Indians,
-and, in paticular, those born and bred in
the country to stand firmly and unitedly
In defence of their rights and their
future, and of the honuvur both of South
Africa and of India. 1f they should fail
now, they cannot make up the loss
except by almost superhuman sacrifice.
They can count upon today, but notupon
tomorrow. If torday’s work is well done,
tomorrow can look after itself.”” -

sufferings to which Messrs, Sorabjee Rus-

tomjee and Manilal Gandhi were subjected
during their seven days imprisonment in the Durban
gaol, Their demands were such that even ctiminal
prisoners would be justified in claiming as their
legitimate right. How a request to approach the
highest authorities for an injustice they may consider
to have heen done to them could be refused is beyond
us. - We cannot but consider the ways of the Superin-
tendent most aatocralic and the position grave ecough
to require the intervention of higher authorities with
§ viow to remedying it. )

WE pubtish in another.columa an account of the

e MAHATMA GANDHI IN JAIL

- The following is the interview which My, Mathuradas,
who had accompanied Mrs. Gandhi and her two sons
10 see Mahatmaji at the Jeravda Jail, had with the
Bombay Chromcle representative ;~—

Q.—I undersitand you accompanied Mrs, Gandhi to
interview Mahatma Gandhi ? -

A.—Yes. Besides myself her two sons and nephew
also went with her, .

v Q.—How is Mahatmiaji ?

A,—There is no positive improvement, as was
expected, in his health, At the same time, 1 may say
ha in not suffering from any particular ailment. Some
time ago he suspected some trouble in his hver and he
got himselt examined by the doctor. Apd this
probably gave rise to the rumour that he was suftering
from pein in the liver,

Q.—How is he kept ? .

A.—He has creature comlort but no human comfort.
He with Shrijut Shunkerlai is confined in seclusion
which deprives him of the sight of aud communieation
with other pris.ners, He has to live within the
«precincts of a small courtyard and that is his world.
Even tor exercis: he is not taken out of it,

Q.—Has he byen given books ?

‘A~—Yes.

- Q~—And writing materials ?

A.—~VYos, he is provided with writing materials, but
fetters he wrote were censured by H, B, the Govarnor
himsell and Gandhiji was asked to remove * objec-
tiopable ¥ portions which he could not do. Ouoce he
wrote a long letter {or Shrimati Kasturbei Gandhi and

family which contained somec description of jail-

disciplive. - A second short letter he wrote for Hakim.
Ajmal Khan. Both these letters sharted a comman
fate and were not despatched to thsir addrevses,
. Since then he has pot attempted to write soy moara
- latters, He: has also preparcd a model vervacular
tast boot which he desired to send to his frisuds for
m;!fropinion. .Tbat too was dissllowed,

’

Q.—TNoes he get pewspapers?

i—Not at all. They mayg disturb his solitude.
He is vot allowed even such a paper as may be
opposed to India’s aspirations,

Q.—1Is there anything to be said about his food ?

a.~In this case at lcast, 1 can say he gets sufficient:
digestible food, '

*Q —How does he pass hig time ? ‘

A.—In carding, spinping, and reading. He devote
at least three hours to carding and spioniog, and he
wouid like to give more time tv them il his physique
would allow him." . .

A.—] can speak of the Superintendent. He was
courteous to us and does pot seem to be harsh. But
it appears that so far Gauodhiji is concerned he has
little power to act: Governmuot directly looks after
hin, He is not allowed a lamp,

SEVEN DAYS IN DURBAN. GAOL
.How WE WEgeRE TREATED

(By Mamitai. M. GanbnI)

One should have thought that in His Majesty's
Gaols treatment towards political prisoners would be
much better than criminal prisoners, But the experience
Mr. Sorabjes and I had duriog our seven days in-
carceration in Durban gaol was quite different, Even
it we were oot considered as political prisoners, as
crimipals 100, the treatment we received was as bad as
il not worse than, the worst criminals, Qur experience
began from the moment we stepped withio the prison
gate. Mr, Sorabjee was ordered to remove his head
gear. He took objection to doing 30 as Parsees were,
according to their religious custom bound to keep their
heads covered and even when they are in
bed they are supposed to have their heads
covered. They are not allowed to speak, vat vor |
drink with their heads uncovered, This seemed to
be of no concern to the gaol authorities who said, we
were now prisoners and had to abide by the gaol
regulations. Mr. Sorabjee’s cap was removed

forcibly. From this woment Mr, Sorabjee stopped
speaking, We were then given prison clothing. Mr.
Sorabjee again had trouble over his sacred

garment and thread. These are also essentials which
Parsees are, by their religion, forbidden to part with,
Being deprived of these articles Mr. Sorabjee was
rendered incapable of petlorming even lus ordioary
daily ablutious and it was impassible therefore lor him
to eat. As a staunch follower of his religion Mr. Sorabjee
could not but act as he did. Belore we were locked up
in our respective cells we were given the opportunity ol
sceing the Superintendent. Mr. Sorabjev being unable
to speak [ made a request on his behalf that he should
be allowed his sacred garment and thread. DBut the
recquest was not granted. We were told that we were in
gaol and had to abide by the gaol regulations and we |
were ordered to be taken to our cells. We now knew
whom we had to deal with, We were marched to the kit-
chen with other prisoners where we refused to take our
food and we were then locked up in separte cells. In
ciothing we were yet given only short niccers and a
jumper and two blankets and a mat were given us to
sleap on. The lollowing morning, that is on Wednesday
wo relused to take lood again and we again saw the
Superintzndeat and requested him to grant us permission
to wire to the Ministers and the Director of Prinons
about the sacred garmeot and thread, An emphatic
“NO" was the reply from the Superintendent, On this
day we were examined by the Doctor to whom we made
& request for sandals and after examining our feet these
were granted us. We were also giventhe red shirt,
cap and & towel. Handkerchieves are given only ta
Buropean prisoners and not to Indians and Natives.
They have to make use of the towel for all purposes!

: Wa thought we would mow Jor taken not for werk, W
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we were kept locked up in our cells the whole day with
the exception of a ball an hour in the moraing and
cvening wien we were taken out for exercise.
Do inquiing from our Warder we werc informed
that his instructions were to keep us locked up in
separate cells and give us the work of picking coir
‘from rope. \When we were taken out for exercise we
were ordered to walk on opposite directions and not
allowed to speak to each other, TI_:is treatment is
usually given 1o those who had committed any prison
ofience. But we were subjected to it without any
ofience. Thus we passed Wednesday without eating.
On Thursday Mr. Sorabjee alone approached the.
Superintendent and again asked him for permission to
wire to the Minister of Justice ‘or 0 see the Chief
Magistrate but it was blankly refused. This day was
also spent without food. The cells in which we were
locked up the whole day and night were about 8 ft by 10 it
in size with cement floor and never a ray of sunshine had
entered the ¢ell, They were naturaily thereiore damp
abd in addition to the pangs of huager we had to
suffer the dampness. On Friday momning the doctor
was sent to us presumably to see if we were still alive,
Then came the Superintendent for his usual . visit,
I asked him once more if he would reconsider his
decision regarding the granting of our request and
“ no " was the prompt reply. I asked him the reason for
keeping us in solitary cobfinement without committiog
any prison oftence and the reply to that was: “ You
will stay where I put you. ” About half-an-hour later,
however, our Warder took-us to other cells where there
wis more light aod were no doubt much better thao
where we were at firstt We were thapkful lfor this
small concession, This day was also passed, as uasual,
without {fcod and in the eveniog when all the nrisoners
were locked up we were taken ta the office and
informed that the sacred garment, thread aond book
would be granted, - We were glad to find that our
suffering had its reward after all. But oo our release we of
course found that some prisoners who had seen our
action and were discharged before us had given the
information outside and the commuuity haviog moved
io the matter the Director of Prisons had sent a wire
grantiog our request. After our request was granted
we were asked if we wished to take our food. We ex-
pressed our desire to see the Doctor before we could
eat as after the long fast we could not digest the
ordinary prison diet. We were told that we could
ot see the Doctor until the next morning. So that
might too we -had to pass without food On
Saturday morning at about 10 o'clock we saw the Doctor
who prescribed milk, sago, aud barley water and
brend for us and the first time we were able to taks 1
something from the time we were put in gaol was a
mug iull of barley water and milk at about one o'clock
ob Saturday afternoon. On this day we asked the
Superintendent for a mat in our cell asg the cement
floor was very cold aud this wag immediately
granted. Saturday and Sunday we passed with-
, out any specidl iocident and on Monday morn-
;g we were discharged at 8-15. We wondered
why we “were discharged so early but we learct on
rettiog out that many people were to have come to
receive us and this was a dodge on the part of the gaol
authorities to prevent any demonstration outside the
prison gates. We were also inlormed on our relesse
that when enquiries were made from outside as to
whether our requests had been granted the
gaol authorities refused fo give any reply. During
our seven days imprisonment we were able to mee
that the behavionr of the Warders generally, from
: g > the
Chict Warder downwards, though they were dutitul
to their Master, which they were bound to be, was
not wholly unsympathetic, Many of them realised
that we were uot the same class of prisoners they had
to dgal with glways, and their treatment towards us
was likewise m:[der. But it we had come across the
worse person it was the Superintendent in whom

" and a deceit.

softness was 0ot to be seen, who seemed 1o be totally

void of any feeliog and who could be described as a
tyrant, " . :

TRANSVAAL BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

A mass meeting of Indians under the auspices of
the Transvaal British Indian Asscciation was held in
the Patidar Hall on ‘Tuesday last the st inst.,, to
rcelebrate the Apniversary of the death of Lokmanya
B. G. Tilak and to protest -agaiost the recent promul.
gation of the Durbas Land Alienation Ordinance, and
the unwarranted hostile attitude of -certain Municipal
Councils io the Transvaal., ' !

Mr. E. 1. Aswat presided who delivered the following
speech :— : .
. “ Fellow Countrymen :—1I do pot thivk that we could
have met on a more auspicious and solemz occassion
than this. At times we have met to rejoice, but ‘on
this occassion we have assembled together for a three-
fold purpose. Firstly to commemorate the annive; .
of the passing away of the greatest Nationalist leader
who was so tre and so attached to the mother-country.
Lokmanya Bal Gaogadbar Tilak did not coofine
himself only o the political upliit of his countrymen,
but devoted himself to the social, spiritual and
educational upiift also. As father of Indian National-
ism he had imbued ip us the spirit of Swaraj, From
the moment, he had unfurled the' banner of freedom
for India years gone bye, he.never counted the cost,
the daoger nor reirained from putting forth at any
time, the whole of bis eaergies and his great-hearted
devotedness, He was first and foremost ‘and Indian
Nationalist. There were great Indians before him and
during bis time aod great Indians may come atter him,
but Lokmanya Tilak will remain enshrined in evey
Indian heart as the founder of Indian Nationalism. So
devoted was be to the cause that he breathed his last
with *Swaraj’ in his mouth. Where can such a not
another patriot as this be tound among our countrymen,
who can replace him in the potitical and spiritual lite
of our beloved country. He was traly a great, and
dignified self-sacrificing servant of the mother-country.'
What can we do to perpetuate his memory? Thete
could be no greater nor nobler way than to coptimue
his great work uatil the goal is reached and invoke the
Divine Essence in His infinite Mercy to' shower
peace on the departed noble soul, -, !

Coming to the second.point we.are to rajoice thet it
was on the very date of the passing away of Lokmanya
that the great-non-yioleot non-co-operatign movemen;

- was launched to achieve for India what she rightly aod

richly deserve full. respoosible Government under ghe

unassailable and irreproachable leadership of Mahatma

Gandhi. Although; one has for ewer de y
and the other is c:)nﬁned withip the pﬁg:r;e?rm?:
temporal Sovereign, I have no doubt, the sprit'of the
one and the watchiul ege of the other are hovering
over us urging us to push forward our claims. [ ask
{:u there:lc;re,, to raise higher and higher the sacred
banner, that was unfurled b “d
leaders, ) Yo Vdepm?! aod
The third point is to-take stock of our own p"osition‘
and to bave an introspective view of the adminiatrat'io:; ’
aod epactment of certain messutes, that vitaly affect
our ioterests, and to safeguard our rihgts ag citizens
ot the Empire. I do vot know haw far I am correct in
styling-ourselves as * Citizens of the Empire 2 In 'm
humble opinion I have no husitation in sja.}?ing‘f'thi
tersh * Citizen ” as applied to the Indian isd misn'blmer
Just recently a. powerful. deputati
behall of the South African lfldians wa(i]ti[‘):lm::oo: tg:
Viceroy. Oar representative  were " optimisticall
referred back to the magnanimity ot the Union Goiern!' ‘
ment, and the Union Government's 1eply to that was
the promulzation of one of the thres aoti-asiatic
measures iotroduced by the Natal Provincial Conacil
~ When the great nassive resistance struggle ended 01';
the 3oth June rgr4, judgiog from the correspondence

t A
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w between the Goverament aod Mabatma
i, it was.Boped to be one of sympathetic ad- |
ministration of existing laws, and the gradual elevaticn
of.the Indiad t§ five ii Honouitiole existence and
‘extend him the gtatus of citizenship. Now what do
wé fidd P While thi freat War was raging the atiempts
.of our enemies to deprive us ot our rights werd frus--
trated on the piga that it would be indiscreet at that
stage, to, intzoduce v0 ponttoversial a subject. No
.sconger bad the war ended auccessfully the very point
that was previpusly Tejectet was introduced, whun we
'went Beguingfoe proteciion to.the Union Goversment
againsh the;dsastie, opesation ot ancther measure. - The |
outcome was the Land aod Tradivg Act, This new
measuye was (o)l by the Municipal Distraochise-
“ment Bill of Natal,. -‘The latter I am glad 1o .ssy was
"wetued, Unduunted by this defeas the Nutal Provineial -
Council brought io three new. aoti-Asiatic measures,
Qur of this qm._gecqived the -Royal ssseat. and wis
.yecently promplgated.. The introduction of the Laud
‘@od Trading'Act deprived us of the ifght of acquiring
"Ino 4in the Traosvaal, in indirect though

wperation the, poor people who hive . revonciled |
lves to the bamiliating position ,of segregating

L

mu:lly lawiul methods. Since this Law was brought .|

‘{bomirelves in the Bagdars under the control of the
‘Municipal Councils in the Transvaal, are given no
lace. They are subjected. ta such perecutions acd
‘g‘n;_xlignom that one’s Ylood is roused to.boiling hest
Jwhen thought ok T shill give you a few instances for
judge- ©Ove Municipai Coundil®
Jaoted to funce in a location with u gate to vontrol
1 mgrmindogreﬂ of the residentsas if they were
1ot of  wild. cattfs. ot hardened ‘ériminals: The
&numiadduced Sor this ‘sttitede by the Coudcil ‘wan
. have control pver the :residents, This led 1o
g'iu'ga,gion._, Though the standholders wers' successiul
o obtainiog 4 -perpatuahorder resttaininy the Ceuncil
¥rom fencing Ip the Basar, it bad cost thépoor people
& yery boavy sum.., Another Council has succesifully
tefused to.grant the residents of & certain Buzaar the |
ht:to trade. o, the -
ining grounds,-but: the. monopoly 6f trade is -hindedt
ver t0 & white trader. - We have no vbjection to aby -
Ruropean trading there,. bist what- £ ‘do oraintain iw,

to

you

Bazaar, the £. Indizs for whom this place was
reserved should alia -emjdy thé ‘same right. - Apain
another Couacil allowed 2. wetizin Indian to-wequire
certain rightx aud esyablish himself in the :Dazases tor
over, seyen yeare, edd suddenly woky up - to the faci
that thig panicular-peribn. had acquind . pumbér of
stands, and, erected. - buildings. théreon ‘without the
gongent: and . & L of the Courcil and .arv now
gﬁumlung torimposae Yo him such contiticos as aré-
- wholly unacceptable.’ .1 could go on quating igstavces
alter, inptancesiof, bardships imposed tipon us. - '
o Tnconclasion'T el Yot to'do your 'duly. Tle
vatléok is dark and  hahovey evéry “One bt s 'to Be
"prepared for the ‘Wdre 'Only by theclosest univn tan.
. we:hdpeto ineér thé Yitharion, | I appeal to Geu td
« stabd wpited, * -, - - - " B
* b s edt ﬁﬁfg’:ﬁhmﬁiﬂ be put to you for.
-Which T teguebt Psdr carelul consideration. ¢ .

-

L T R
© gamaed TN ’Rhowiwm :
" F5 “fadd Teeting .of Indians held under the

- ‘Wdipites of the Tranivanl British dodian Association
Hiaw reﬁﬂ‘ﬁmbhxuéﬁ Jalarm pod dismay; the ‘promul-

thon bl thie Diurban,Land Alieoation Ordinsace, and |
Ficobdls its Jolemdns ynd bephatic protest agaivst same
which lirid difect copflict with both the spirit and
Ievder of this 7914 Settlsment andthe recommendation

- of the Ksiatic Toquiry Commission, and unavimously -
- esblVes to alloed all the.assistance, aod co-operatein
i Yegitnate ﬁpnnhq, Natal Indian Gongress may
addpt to Bave the Durban. Land  Alienatinn Qrdioance

pretext, that the Baskar is on ]

hilst the Buropeen iggiven the right to ‘trade in the |-

* My Jodien Reminizcences by Pr. Paul

 Tadian EHore ‘Rule, Ly M. K. Gandhi .

" position ‘of the Worrdn in te Vedds

' The Tragedy of Empire

. Agricultural fodustrics io Todia : _

| fapanléd. ‘Projoed by Moulvi Vallywoull, supporied ¢

by Mr. R, 8. C. Pillay and seconded by Mr, R. ¥
Patel. . . .

2. This wass m-eting hercby entcrs its emphous
protest against the hish-handed sod reoress-v
weatures zdopted by certain Muaieipal Councir
towards indigeot Indian residents of the Baziar fzin
out within their junisd-ction, and app als to the Hon:
the Mipister of Interior to cede and put an en1 oy
-this continued source wf harmssmeat.  Provosed b
Mr, B. C, Patel, supported by Messts. Kara F..tir anc)
2. S. Jshi and secinded by Mr. A.-A. Mirza.

.. 3 This mass mectiog éarnestly appe s ta H R. H.T|
the Goverogr-General to veto the remaining two,
Natal Provincial Ordinaaces reserved jor forther con-

- sideration, ioasmuch”as thoy are reactionsry and in-

direct cor fl.ct with the 1gr4. Seutlemunt, and urgeas
upon H, R. H. to exercise uie prerogative vested ins
 him usder Sectiun 147 of the Union Ac); and tike
such'steps a8 ny be necessaty to secure the dig. |
alfawance of the Durban Land Alienation, recemiy |
assented (o and ventures to submit that the threw
Ordinances aim at uvothing shomt of delivering the
death blow to the Indian community, including those
bora in the Union of Soath Africa who know wo

_other home. Proposed by Mr. £, M. Patel, supporced

by Mr. P, P, Patel and seconded by Mr, £. K. Naidoo,

4. This mass meeting aucthorises ths Chairmg,
Secretsry, to forthwith despztch the foregoing resolo.
tions to H, R, H. the Governor-Geoeril, (he [low,
the 'Minister of Interior, the Indian and impurist
Goveroments and to ail whom it msy b3 deemed
necessary, * Proposed by Mr. P. P. Patel, supoortad by
Mr, M.’P. Faocy and secoirded by Mz F. §. Joshi.

- N . .

MebSrs, Sorabj-c Rustomjea and Manilal Gaodhi
tish, through these columns, to express their siccere
thanks 1o the many fricods who have sént them
tneskayes 'al econgra:niaios on their release.
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Epecclves ‘oo ndian Afairs by John Morley
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Suecial [¥pIAY Orintox Souvenir,

The Lihics of Passive Resistance '

L-»
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Bhagaved Gita, Mrs. Besant's Tratislation
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Tmprovedent of Tndian Agriculture
Hinda Social Tdeals, by P. J. Mehta
Rise ¥ad Groiwth ol Bombay Municipal Gai,

The Story of the Ramayana, ibe £pic of Rama
A Stody ib Todian Economics by P. Bysner)i
“The Tndiady of South Alrica, by TL. 8. L. Polk
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