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HE following is the text of the statement Fnade
by Mr. William Doull (Messrs, Livingstone and
Doull, Durban} at the Bar of the Flouse of
the Natal Provincial Council on Tuesday, May 3oth,
in support of the petition of the Natal Indian Congress
ageiost the Townships Fraochise Ordinance :—
Mr. Chairman and members of the Provincial
Council : _
I have been instructed on behalf of the Natal Indian
Cougress to appear belore the Couocil to-day to pre-
sent to the Council the objections held by the Indian
community to the Townships Franchise Dralt Ordi-
pance. The Indian commuuity regret that the matter
was not relerrad by this Council to a Select Committee
go that they might themselves personally h:ne ex-
pressed their objections, but they do appreciate the
fact that the Council has afforded them this opportu-
nity of layiog their objections before you. Thzs Ordi-
nance in question purports to amend Law 11 of 1881,
but it is obvious from the terms of the Ordinance that
in effect it repeals the right of Franchise presently
held in Townships by the Indian commuaity. The
repeal of that right is regarded with the utmost concern
by the Indians. They feel that the taking away of
this right, which is practically the only right of repre-
sentation which they held in this Province, i3 one
which causes not only to themselves but to their suc-
cessors & grave injastice. They feel aggrieved by the
proposed Ordioances in view of the fact that they
consider the removal of this right constitutes a great
injustice to them; and in considering whether they
" have aoy justification for that grievaoce I propose
shortly to refer t the circumstances uander which the
Indians have come into this country, bescause one
. must take into consideration these circumstances in
"a.scertaining whether the proposed Ordinance is equi-

table or otherwise, .
It 13 known to all the members of the Council that

the Todians have oot come voluntarily to this country

but came originally at the express invitation of the’

then Natal Government. At the time in Natal, when
the original dicision was arrived at to import Indiaa
labour, it was ucanimously agreed amongst all the
leaders of the Industries of Natal that without satis-
faztory labour it was impossible for this country :o
make progress. Negotiations were entersd into be-
tween the Government of Natal and the Governmeat of
India, and oltimately arrangements were made for the
importation of Indians as labourers. They have come
here, settled here, have bad children_here, and at the
presentjtime the bulk of the Indian population consists

«(the descendants of the men who were invited to
come here for the country’s bepefit, Not only were,
the Indians originally asked to come and specially
imported under Government supervision but so anx-
ious was the Government of that time thst the Indians
should come h 're that jpducements were held. out to-
them by the off:r of free grants of land to settle in the
country, and a number of grants of land were nrtually
made in some instapces. Tt is true that the offer did
oot eqQntinue in existence for many years but the fact
that it was made shows that at the time when ‘the
importation commenced there was an intention to.
allow them to remain in_the country. At the present
time, as I have before stated, the bulk of the Indian
population consists of those immigrants and’ their
descendants, and those descendants are now, 1 ‘be-
lieve, representing the fourth generatisn o this country:
The only country they know now is Natal. India to
them is little more than a name, and if the Ordindnce'
in question is passed the result will' be that men who
were borp ir this country will be deprived of a right, -
which it i< contended, 1s not prejudicial' to the Eure-.
peans. Now, so far as is known to the Indian com--
munity, there i3 no direct evidence before this Council .
of any objection to the pres ot Law, viz:that the
Indiaps shall have the right of Franchise in Towaships, .
but on the ather hand it the Ordinance is passed there
will be, and there is, a serious objection on the part. of
the whole of the Indian commubity to the passing. of
that Ordinance, and as 1 believe the Indian community
represent som :thing like one-half of the population—
possibly & triflz. more—the result will be tbat at least
one half of th population will labour under a great.
grievance. b 4o far as the Law of 1887 is concerned,
the Indian community submit to you that, no injury
or prejudice has at any time been sustaioed, Evropéan
or otherwise, as a result of the power held by Indians,
I beleive I am right in stating that there is one Town-
ship in Natal, Stanger, chere the Indian vote predomi-
nates to the extent of 75 pe- cent. against the European
25 per cent., and it is sijuifizant thst io that particular
Township none but Eurone-os have evar been elected.
to the Local Board. That shows that the Indiaps are
not abusing the power which they held, and one would -
expect that until there is some abuse ot power or that
grave injury is being occasioned to any section of
the community, matters might be allowed to continue
as they are. That the Indians have been of great
ecomomic value to th: Province s admirtad by prac--

tically everybody ~ Many industries which have beip -

?
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built up in Natal have unquestionably been built up
ae a result of the importation of the Indians. It is
respoctiully submitted that, bearing in mind that the
Indians have been specially invited here, that they
have been specially invited to settle here and that they
are uoquestionably a blg asset to at least some of the
industries of Natal, it is not to be wondered at that if
this Ordinance should be passed there will be & feeling
of grievance on the part of that particular community.
From the speeches of members of this Couoncil at the
second reading of this Ordinance, it would appear as
though the Council had been influenced to some ex-
tent by what iz called the Disloyalist Movement in
India, and I have been specially instructed to draw
tho attention of the Council to the misapprehension
under which thoss members are labouring “who ex-
pressed such a view, Assuming that there were a
Disloyalist Movement in India one might point out
that that might merely be & symptom of the general
unrest prevailing throughout every country in the
world. South Alfrica is got iree from that varest as is
ovidencod by the fact that during the past seven or
cight years we have experienced two open rebellions.
The participations in those rebellions are not being
penalised by takiog away irom them the right of
Franchise. However that may be the Indian com-
munity state that there is po such movement in India
as 8 Disloyalist Movement. The movement in India,
on the propzganda of Mr. Gandhi, is 2 movement for
Dominion status within the Empire—it is dot a move-
ment for the breaking away from tne Empire, and 1
respecttully submit to you that a movement for Do-
minion status cannot possibly be characterised as a
Disloyalist Movement. The movement in question is
uodoubtedly supported by the Indian community in
Natal; théy frankly admit that, and in doing s0 they
support it to & very large extent for what they consider
their own delf-preservation. The feeling is held among
the Indian community in Natal thut owing to the
absence of electoral representation they are powerless
against any legislation which might be passed in this
country, Self-preservation is 2 law of nature. They
say that if India attains to Dowmimon statu:, whatsver
grievance they may have they may bz able to submit
them to India for the parpose of having the support of
that country towards their rectification, and it is lor
that reason more than aoy other that the movement in
India is supported. In any case it i3 submutted that
whether there is a Disloyalist Movement in india or
not does not affect the question of the passing of this
Ordinance. 1t there is a Disloyalist Movement in
Tadia, surely it is oot suggested that the passing of
this Ordinaoce will kill it. [f nnythlug it would tend
to create & Disloyalist Movement in Iudia, would il
uot? It there is’ no Disioyalist Movement in India,
then the passing of this Ordinance w.ll mean the
punishing of people here for a muapprehemmn by this
Council as to the true state of aflairs in India. With
regard further to the questlon ol dislogalty, it is in evi-
dence tln,t in evary war in this country sioce ‘the
entrance ol Indians to Natal they have participated.
In the late War, as early as the 31st. August, 1gry,
they beld a mass "aeetiog in Durban at which it was
was decided that they should offer their services to the
Covernment either as combatants or any other capacity,
That ofter was duly transmitted to the Governmeot
which tyrned it down for the time being, but in the

following year nntified the Indian community that it
was prepared to accept their services as  Stretcher
Bearers. A pumber were speedily enlisted and served
io one of the African campaigns. Aflter their return
they again oftered their aervices to the Government
cither in Eurupe or in any other part of the world. At
first they were accepted for Europe but were alterwards
transferred to East Alrica. So far, therelore, as tis
local Indians are concerved there is ample evidence to
show that they have been in every way luyal and have
oftered assistaoce to the Government o the u.n st of
their ability. In view of these facts one can readily
understand theis concern that so soon alter the termi-
nation of hostilities there should be a propusal to dis-
possess them of the only civie riyht which
It is submitted further by the Indian community that
the Ordinance in question cannot be passed without
the abrogation ol principles which have been enuncia-
ted by practically every public man in the couatry,
In ather words the proposed Ordinance would have
the effect of taxing the Indian community without
giving them representation. Practically all parties are
agreed that there should be no taxation without re-
presentation, It is cootended by the Endian ecommunity
that there is no substantial grouw d whatever for the
proposed Ordinance. On the other hand they have
shown themselves law-abiding and Ioyal,  They are
not asking that something new should he granted to
thern, but merely thal the rights which they hive en-
joyed lor the past forty years and which they have at
no time abuwsed shall be eontinucd The feeling has
crept in amoagst the Indians that the Ordinance in
question is based on class prejudice or colour, but

cven assuming that to be the case it is submitted to
you gentlemen that some prejudiee should be shown

to exist to gome portion of the populition belore a
measure such ag Lhis is passed.  Uuntil it can by shown
that someone is pre judiced or injured Ly the rights at
present enjoyed, then it is submitted resp-ctiully to
you that there is no justification for the p sy of th:
Ordinance io question.

‘Fhe Indians are here and we hive to mak_ the Dbeat
of it. If this Ordivance is passed, we arc going to
create a discoutented section of the populstion; a-
section which is represented by a large proportion of
the population, and as 1 have alrcady stated uaiil it
can he shown that the right enjoyed at th: present
time is detrimental and prejudicial to the European
population, it is surely better to allow that right to
contioue than to create a feeling of grievance amnong a
large proportion ol the commuaity of the Province.

It is further submitted that tho present time is parti-

cuiatly inoppo-tune to raise a question such ag the
passiug of the Ordinance. It is within the knowledge

of all of you gentlemea present that Parliamcot will at
an early date be dealing with the Asiatic question.
When the question of the Asiatic Eaquiry Commitiee
report comes to be dealt with, very much larger issues
have to be gone into. It is quite possible that the
investigation and settlement of this question will
create a feeling on the part of the Indian community,
and I suggest that it would be to the intercsts of all
conceraced it 2 minor matter such as this could have
been postponed until the larger issues had been dealt
with, and satisfactorily or ctherwise settled, and this
small matter delayed uatil they could approsch the

SRR
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Union Government ip regard to the larger issues that
have to be raised. [En view of the fact that the Union
Goverament will soop have to be dealing with much
larger issues, it is surely in the interests of all parties
that this matter be shelved uatil the larger issues have
been determined, 2nd that issue not approached
while labouring under the grievance concerned in this
pariiéular Ordinance. There is also a further aspect
of the cese which I thiok it right to bring to the
notice of the Council, and it is the Imperial aspect,
At the present time the question of Township Franchise
\i: of comparatively smatl importance to the Egropean,

ut if taken from the Indian, you may be tully
satisfied that the matter will oot rest there, They are
bound to bring this as & further grievance betore the
Goverament of India, That they will have a grievance
will certainly be considered by the Government of
India, and what is to-day a comparatively trivial and
unimportant matter may lead to grave complications
betwcen the Imperial Home and possibly the Union
Governmenis. [he removal of this right, practucally
the last right of the Indians in Natai, will be keenly
felt by the Lodians. If it is reported to India the matter
is bouad to be takeu up there. We shouid know the
conditiong with which the lmperial Goveroment has to
cootend. Here we will have a lurther cause by geouine
grievaance, and I would urge upoa you that no valid
reason has been given lor the taking away of a nght
which they held ; the taking away of a right which will
probably causs grave Imperial complications. 1f there
were evidence before the Council that the holding of
the right is prejudicial to the population, then the
Council could say it was bound to caocel this right,
because of the prejudice resulting irom it. No prejudice
can so far be shewn, They have shewn they are not
desirous of abusing their .previleges, in maony towns
§ and townships they can put a large number of names on

’ the voters roll than actually exists, but aow Lhe vwoting

power which they erjoy will be taken from them. Aand
until it can be shewa, that they are abusing the power
they hold, then the Council is premature in endeavour-
ing to take away the right in question. Stanger is
a large township and no Townsbip approached it so far
as the Iodians are concerned and it has almost come to
be regarded as a _centre of the Indian populauon. Nuw if
the other Townships approach the Towaship of Stanger
and uatil it 15 shewn that the Iadian iz abusing the power
- which he holds, I would submit to you that the taking
cl aright from th- ladians is unjustified and at any
rate premature. There is also the question of the
- legality of the proposed Ordisance, but, as I understand
“fom the Newspaper reports that, apparently the
Couacil has been advised that they have the necessary
authority to pass the Ordinance I do not propose to
lay particular empbasis on the point. I supgest that
very grave doubts exist as to whether the. Council has
the right to pass the Ordinance or mot. I take it that
the Council is acting uoder the provisions of the
Finaacial Relations Act of 19r3, which gives the
Council pawer for the establisbment and Administration
of Towaships. To establish a Township is one thing,
to maintain one is another, but neither to establish or
maintain c2o give power to take away, That is in fact,
what the Council propose to do by the passing of the
Ordinaace. There is little doubt that it the Ordinance
is passed the legality of it will subsequestly be con-
tested in the Court on the grounds that the Council

.

is acting st owses. 1f the Council has been advised - -

then it isidle for me to argue the point. ~ If there is
any doubt of the power of the Council to pass the
legislation then it iy another factor which should be

taken into consideration, when deciding whether this °

Ordinance should be further proceeded with or mat ; °

Fioally T would just like to empbasise that the passing
of the Ordipance would be & very grievous injury
indeed to them. You will be taking from them a
right which they heve enjoyed for many years and
never abused, or caused any injury to sny of the
population of Natal. .-

That right, the last right of representation which the-
Indian holds in Natal and the passing of the Ordinanes
will create a fecling that there is an effort by the Eum—
peans which will crush them utterly and make their lives

intolerable ip this country. If that feeling is created
they are bound to appeal to the Government of Indis,

and if they appeal to India their case will ba taken ap .

by the Government of that country and it is likely that -
the Government of India will consider that the Indiany -
have a just grievance and the matter will be takfen
before the Imperial Government, I would like to urge
upon you on behall of the Indian community to care-,
fully consider the whole of the circumstances samround-
ing the proposed Ordinance. It is felt by them that
if the prerent right is allowed to continne, no one will

bave any grievance but if the right is taken away they

will have a just grievance which they feel psrticularly: .

keenly. I trust therefore that the Council will carefully
consider the case from the Indian aspect of the cage, -
aod decide that thé ‘matter be proceeded with no
further. 1 thank you for allowing me to appear befors
you to addrass you. ' T

'NOTES AND NEWS

R Indran Congress), Messrs. Shaikh Ameer and
C. Nulliah (Vice-Presidents), Messrs.. A. Christopher
aod Sorabjee Rustomjee (Hon, Secretaries), Mr. S. R.
Naidoo (Hon. Sec. Maritzburg Branch), and Mr. L.
Panday, left last Sunday night for Capetown to inter--
view .he Minister ot the Interior, who hag kindly con-
sented to grant same, in coanectien with the Townships
Fraochise Ordinance which passed through the Pro- |
vincial Council last week and other matters affecting

the existing rights of the Indian community,

-

DEPUTATION, representiog. Natal Indians, .

The members of the deputation are the guests of - -
Buitencingel, '

M1, and Mrs.

. M. H, Gool and family, '
Capetown. J . BT

A Reuter's

e trom Perth (W, i
dated June 3, states (Westem Auralia)

states :—

Mr. Sastn), the Indian delegate, received a civic -

welcome on arrival, and was
at Government House,
tion of Indiany, which
ances.

entertained to lunchegs '
He alterwards met & deputa- .
submitted & series of griey- ,

According to bis programme as published in the .
Indian papers the Right Hon'ble Hrpgnmrln Su?:
accopanied by bis Secretary Mr. G.. S. Bajpai 1.C.S,,

L]

cousisting of Mr. Amod Rayat (president Natal .
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will be staying iu Austr:::a for near, a mo:th. He
Jeaves the Commonwealth on sth July, arriving N w
Zealand on 1oth July. Here, be stays till 27, wnen 1
lcaves by s.5. “Maura” lor Canada, He lands o
Vancouver on 16th August and stays in Canaca fur
about 2 month. After completion ol his dominion tour,
he possibly goes to United States before returning to
Endia, -

" TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE PASSED

"

E notice with very great regret that the Town-
ship Franchise Ordinaace has passed through
. its third reading in the Natal Provincial
Council at its sittings on the 1st ol June. So far the
Natal Indians, through their Congress, have lelt no
stone unturned in their efforts to prevent the Ordi
nance from being passed. All their appeals to the
Provipcial Council have been in vain. Leave alone
the injustice of the Ordibance itsell; but the injustice
of even the procedure adopted by the Council in
getting the Ordinunce passed is most remarkable.
Notwithstandiog the petition made by the Natal Indian
Congress, no opportunity was given Jodians to be
personally heard nor even to tender evidence belore a
Setect Committee on an Ordinance so vitally affecting
the Indian commupity. The only opportunity that
was aflorded, and that too not without an objection in
the Council, was to state their case threugh a legal
practiover before the Bar of the Hcuse of the Provinc-
iasl Council. Even this opportunity was welcomed,
with thanks to the Council, by the Indinn Congress,
and Mr. Doull of Messts. Liviogstone & Uoull was
appointed oo behali of the Indian commu.ity to siate
their case before the Bar of the House and to urge
upon thé members the inadvisability of taking the
unworthy step they had contemplated Mr. Doull, in
hins statement, (the full text of which will be seen in
another column), bas dealt with the case of Indians in
all its aspects, but to the Council it has apparently
been but a waste of time and words, for, the next thing
we were able to see after the statement was, that the
Ordinance was passed through. Thus all the eflorts
at persuading the Council have failed, and it has bLeen
naturally 30, seeing that the Council had determined to
take the step without the least concern zbout the copse-
quences. As one of the hon. members in the Ugion
Parliament had stated, they were determived to save
Natal, whatever happened to the Empir: they did nat
care. It is advisable for one to think a thousand times
belore granting iocreased powers to a Provincial
Council which already possesses so much power, The
-community has, however, not become dishe.rtened at
the action of the Council. They have still some hope
for success and that is from the Union Government.
" A deputation is at present in Capetown to wait upon
the Ministers to urge upon them the advisability of
that and other Ordinsnces of a racial character and
aiming at depriving Indians in this country of their
existing rights not belog assented to by the Governor-
Genenldo-Council. We fervently hope that the Uniovn
Government will not fail to consider the question in
s more statesmanlike spirit and that they will also
consider what amount of discontentment will prevail
amongst & very large section of the population of the
Union il such a measure as proposed Ly the Natal
Provineial Council were to be allowed to pass.

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESs PEFITTIONS
Drart OrpiNANCE To {TREATE AND REGULATE

CrrTaIN Licenses

Racive b Berrive Licences

The following is the text of the Pelitions of the
Natal Indian Congress in conneclion with the Draft
Ordinance to Creato and Regnlate Certain Licences,
and the Racing and Betting Ordinance, addressed to
the Chairman and Members of the Provincial Council
of Natal :—

The Petuition ot th2 undercigned bumbly sheweth :

1, That your Pelitioners are the President and the
Honorary Secretiries of the Nutal Indian Congress
havipg its headquarters in Durban,

2. That the Natal Indian Congress with its Branch
at Pictermarizi:urg represents the British Indian ecom-
smunity in the Province of Natal.

3. Tha: your Petitioners strongly protest against the
Druft Ordibance to create and regulate certain licences
io so laras:

(2) 1hat a licence granted und:r Act No, 43 ol
1898 shizll not _ ¢ capable ot being translerted to
any person not already named therein or that the
pame of any person shall not be added to a
licence;
(b) that the licences for Bakers and Butchers are
brought withio the operation of Act No, 18 of
1897 and its Amendments, and
(c) that the Administrator shall have the power to
appoint an officer to prevent the exhibitiob at any
theatre ot any performance or scenic or pictotial
representation which may in his opinion be of a
danrerous tendency for any class of persons
which Petitioners {ear may be applied ou racial
grounds 1o prohibit perfomances or representations
which though not objectionable to Europeans may be
held by the Oflicer appoiuted in that behall to be
objectivnable for exhibition to Indiayps.

Your Petitioners pray to be heard in support of this
Patition, or to be permitted to give evidence before a
Select Committee, :

Wherefore your Petitioners respecttully pray that the
said Ordinance io its present form be rejected.

And lor which your Paztitiooers as in duty bound
will ever pray.

Dated at Durban, this 3rd. day of June, 1923,

The Petition of the undersigned humbly sheweth :—

1. That your Petitioners are the President and the
Honorary Secretarivs of the: Natal Indian Cougress
haviag its headquarters in Darbaa,

2, ‘That the Natul Indian Congress with its Branch
at Pietermaritzburg represents the British Indian com-
muaity io the Province of Natal,

3. That your P:atitioners while approviog the D ait
Ordivnance tor the Regulation o¢ Horse Racing and
the Restriction and Regulation of Betting and . to im-

*pose taxation in conneetion therewith, sirongly protest,

(*) against the power given to & Racing Club in
Sub-Section {¢) ol Section 7 of the said Ordi-
naoce to exclude from the Course such persons
or classes of persons as its rules may prescribe,
which power your Petitioners venture to submit
may be used t@ exclude British Indians from the
Course, znd "

(2) against Sectinn 18, whic’ restricts member-
ship in « Betting Club Raom to persons of Euro-
p-:an descent to the exclusion of Indians on racial

grounds,’ .

4. The proposed Ordinznce with the amendments
suggested in the preceding paragrapb, if passed, will
make for the abolition. of Bucket Shops and ather
forms of gambliog which have berome a curse to the
poorer sections of the Indian and other commubities,

Your Petitioners pray to be heard in suppoyt of this
Petition, or be permitted to give evideoce belore a

-
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Select Committee. N
Whereiore your Petitioners respecifully pray that

the said Ordioance may with the Amendmunis urged

by them be passed. . )
And for which your Petitioners as in duty bound

will ever pray.
Dited at Duibanp, this jrd. day of fune, 1922,

AMOD BavaTt
Fresident.
A. CHRISTOPHER
$. RusTtOoM)EE
Hon. Secretaries, Natal Iodian Cosgress.

169a Grey Street,
Durban.

THE IMPRISONMENT, AND AFTER
(Bv Mr, C. F, ANDREWS)

Mahatma Gavdhi bas written to me lrom Sabarmati
Jail 2 letter which begins as {ollows :—

At last I am baviog a quiet time. It was bouud Lo
come. The calm that prevails to-day in India is surely
a mighty tnumph of Noo-violence.”

It bas indeed beeo a mighty triumph'! We have only

to compare what happened in 1919, on April 10, when -

the news of Mahalmaji’s arrest reached as far as
Ahmedabad and the Punjab, with the quictness that
has just been witnessed to realise the difference of
atmosphere in India then and in India now.

Ooly a few months ago,—who could have dared to
hope, that the arvest of Mabatma Gandhi would be
accomplished without a single sign of violence from
one end of India to the other? And the second test
came rapidly following upon the first, when thersentence
of six years' imprisonment was proaounced. Again
there was not a trace of violence. Oa other occasiuns,
I was in the North ol Calcutta in Barabazaar, at the
time the news reached the public, and witiwssed wih
my own eyes its efiect upoa the crowd. I saw groups of
poor, illiterate people e2gerly bending over each person
who held the newspaper sheet in his hand  and could
read out the news. Friends came to me later in the
house, where I was stopping, and the tears were in their
eyes as they spoke of what bad happened. There was
a gloom that was profound in all hearts. Then in the
streets, when 1 went oul agaio later in the evening, 1
witnessed careless laughter, The cooventional round
of life seemed bardly to bave been stirred beyond a
ripple on the surface for a moment. But it would have
been altogether wrong to infer, that men’s hearts had
ot been deeply moved and shocked. The shock had
been too deep tor words. ' '

There was no noise or shouting. There was no serging
crowd. There was not a sigu, as far as I mysel{ could
Lbserve, of racg hatred or race passiop, The lesson of
Mahatma Gaq&hi’s Jgver-repeated 1asts, his acts of
penance, his:humiligtions, bad not been in viin, The
whole gathedng strength of the movement} which he
had inaugurited, wa$ seen when put to this Supreme
test, and the joy expressed in bisletter 46 me, at the
‘mighty trigmph of Noo-violence,’ was' justifizd by the
event. , f A

year igig. Night and day, with heroic eflorts, he
struggled unceasingly to prescrve his ‘own beloved
Delhi irom aoy outbreak of violence, which would
have given an occasion, eagerly desired by many in the
Punjab, to-put Delhi itself uoder Martial Law. Only
by the supreme efforts of Swami Shraddhanand and
Hakim Ajmal Kbt was violence avoided. There is
no truer champein of the creed ot Non-violence than
Hakiniji in the whole of Tndia to-day. - *
. He goes oo: *The question naturally arises ;-how

are we to achieve this liviog aod lasting unity between
the two great commuoities in India? I can find only,
one answér to that. We can only achieve it by “the

siccerity and purity of our hearts. Not until every one ‘
ol us bas drawn seltishncss out of his mind will' our-
country succeed in achieviog its object.,” . AR

Io those words, we find a true echo of Mahatms, |
Gandhi’s own teaching. No better leader of the move- \
meut, could be found at the present moment, than
Hakim Ajmal Khan, I can write with the knowledge *
behind me ot eighteen years, ubinterrupted aod'
intimate friendship, ®hich has.grown deeper with every '
year that has passed. Himeell the recognised leader of
his own religious comwmunity in the North of India, he
has inberited that high tradition of Hindu-Muslin
friendship which the greatest of the Mogul Emperory -
established. Hiodu-Muslim unity has not been with
him a growth of a few months or years, but a life-long
impulse, which his (ather and grandiather also cultivat-
ed long before he bimself was bora.

The words that Hakim Sahib writes about mmtoch-
ability are equally ciear and to the point. He shows,
that it is not merely a comaunal,” but a national ques-
tion, ‘as much a Muslim question as’z Hindu® And’
he points to the one great 1:ational weakriess in his own
religious comwmunity, which toust be swefit away.-even
as  untouchability must be swept® ‘away -from’
Hinduism, by the steady flow of the movement itself.
That - weakness is the lack of education among che.
Mabomedan magsés.  If untochability can be banished
from the Hindu' community, and mass illiteracy from
the Muslim Fommuyity, then theré is hope indeed for. -
a great cocstructive work of thé nation building and
national unity, such as will itself be a stepping stone to
Swaraj. L } _

Thus after the imprisonment, there has come an .
immediate resumption ot the fundamentai work, which”
Mabatma Gandhi himselt left behind him to be done
by countless workers. The outward inspiration of the
central figure, may now be lacking, but the inward
insp.ration remains.  “What is needed 'is, that each
worker should ieel the burden of responsibility placed
upon his own shoniders 80 as to carry out in an '
atmusphere of peace Mrhatma Gavdht's constructive -
programme to the end,.—Young fndia. < :

-3 _
WATER THE ROOTS, NOT THE LEAVES
(B DWENDRANATH TAGOKE) | .

Maay critics and some triends of Mabatma Gandhi* .
have tound fault with his desire to introduce simapler -
methods of spisving and weaviag and to do away with
much of the complicated machinery of Modern Civi-
lisation. The reason why they object is that they fear

There is a beautiful passagd’in the letter of Hakim
Ajomai Khan in answer to Mahatma Gandhi's detter—s[
can lecl bappy” Hakimji ‘writes, “at your arres:,’
Mahatmaji, only whew I, fiod that, as a ‘mark of the
profound respect that the country has for you, it iakes
still greater interest i the national movement thau it
did when you were free.© It gives me infiite pleasure
to see, that the country observed pertect peace on your
arrest.  This is a clear sign of the spread of the spirit
of Noo-violence in the country, which is as essentizl for
our success as pute air is for life,”

I vas preseat in Delhi with Hakimji on those terrible
days io that city, which succecded April 1oth, in the

such methods mean not progress towards a higher state
but relapse into a.primitive condition of civilisation

or even of harbariapism. His denurciation of the age -
of Machinery aad of the Industrial System has been -
criticised by many as the ravings of a visionary and of
one who 1s merely an ‘impracticable idealist, This is

a sirange criicism to coms from those who give thejr -
allegiance i0 2 iorm of civilisation or ¢ Culture * which

has led to the uaprecedented horrors of the late Euro-

pean War ard the ceutury-oid disgraces of . the

Industrial Systerm, Is this present mogern civilisation
50 very dusirahie that we should wish it 1o continue in

Perpetuity 2 Every civilisation in the ‘History of Man

’ \
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bas reached a cerfain point after which there has beeo
one possibility only for it and that was absolute
relapse iito semi-darkoess in order to give place to a
pew ind higher civilisation. The common starting
poiat of all civilisations is a kind of Night-time. In
ordér that the Babylooiao (or Despotic) Tivilisation
miglit give way to the Roman (or Heroic), and the
Roniin give way to the Modem (or latellectual)
Civilisation, it was necessary lor each in turn to siok
completely into this commop Night-time. Without
this eotire destruction of the ancient stmcture, there
would have been only a patcbwork of the old, and not
s harmobiom building of the New. As Christ said:
“ Ye capnot put old wine into new bottles.” The
debris of the gast bas to be cleared away io order to
make way for the structure of the Future. Now with
regard to Modem Civilisation, all the sigos of the
times show that it has failed lamentably aod is graduatly
tottering to a dishonoured grave. Why make any
attempts to prop up what Nature so evidently bas
decided to throw on the scrap-heap? Such attempts
are contiary to the teaching of past history. But any-
thiog, which tends to reach the common orots of all
civilisations, should be eacouraged. In order that the
spiritual civilisation of the Future may have a real
chance of growing in an atmosphere congenial to it
Mahatina Gandhi’s demoostration of the right path
should be welcome. His empbasis on gimplicity of
life and on the simptlification of the machinery of living
must be realised as a supremely essential condition of
the comiog of the new Era. Ib the civilisation ol the
Future, an Era of natural harmonious living will be
_ipavgurated, and artificial, luxurious and pompous
living will be entirely rooted out.

Simplicity of life being a condition of spiritual per-
tection, we may ook forward to an Era of Civilisation
in the Future, greatly superior to all the civilisations
of the Past, if only we accept simplicity of life as the
best method of living, The failure and decline of
Western or Modems Civilisation pewd not alarm us;
for the experience of History is full of similar declines
of once powerful cultures, When Babylonian Civili-
sation had reached its height, it bad to come down to
what we may term the zero-point of all civilisations
irom which Roman Civilisation had made its start.
But when Roman Civilisation bad reached its zeaith,
it was much superior to the zenith Civilisation of
Babylon, as the zeoit Babylonian was superior to the
zero-civilisation Axnd so also of tull-ledged Modern
Civilisation. We may say that until it returns to the
common 2zero-point, there is no hope of a full and
pericct development of a civilisation moulded by
spiritual ideals

Let critics of Mabatma Gandhi then look to History
before they condemn him lor trying to bring this
much belauded Modern Civilisation down to the
common starting point of all great civilisations. We
are at dawn ot a New Era, and Mahatma Gandhi is
the one leader who shows to us the right path, He at
least is wateriog the roots, while all others who try to
keep alive the Civilisation of the Western nations are
like toolish gardesers-who lavisli water on the wither-
ing leaves of a dying tree aud never thiok oi watering
its roots,—Young Indsa.
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