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NOTES AND NEWS
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cussion tonk place on the motion of Mr, Mackeur-

tan (S.A.P. Umbilo) in connection with the
segragation of Indians resident in the Union. It #ill
be remembered by our readers that Mr. Mackeurtan
had priviously postponed the motion on account of
the Rand strike. The very same motion bas been
introduced now and it has caused considerable uneasi-
nes sip the minds of the Indian commutiity with regard
to their future in this country. The report of the
debate beingMconsiderably long we have been com-
peiled to leave it over for the next issue.

HN the Union House of Assembly a lengthy dis-

The motion of Mr. Mackeurtan received sirong

support from practically all the members, but Mr. -

Merriman who has always been the Jriend of Indidas
spoke in favour of Indians and waraed Mr. Mackeurtan
that he was trading on very dangerous ground. The
Minister of the Toterior (Mr. P. Duncan) argued
against the motion but expressed his approval of the
action of municipalities who sought to set apart areas
(or Asiatic settlement in their widst but it was im-
portant, be said, that such areas should be adequate
and suitable for them tn live decently. The debate
was adiourned till the 16th instant, -

We are glad to nole that the Natal Indian Congress
is girding up its loins to put u . 2 steang fight azainst
the deorivation of the rights of Indians to live as
humaunbeings in this country. The following telegram
has been forwarded by the Couneress to the Union

Government :— * Natal Iodian Congress views with '

great alarm Mr. Mackeur an's motion and the discus-
sion on it in Assembly and strongly protests against
threatened interference with existing rights of Indians
which is notin keeping with Smuts-Gandhi Agreement.
Under present conditions complete stoppage of Indian
lmpigration except of domiciled Indians. Major
portion of Indian Community encouraged to come to
Natsl for country’s benefit. Future Indian population in
the Union willbe South African born Indians ever
ready and always performing their duties to the State
in time of war or peac~ if given the oppnrtunity, Indian
Community expects Britich fairplay and justice, ”

It would appear from an advertisement published
elsewhere that a mass meetiog of the Indian communbity
under the auspices of the Natal Tadian Congress is
to be held at Rawat’s Bio Hall on Sunday at 3 p.m, 10
protest against the motion mentioned above as well as
the Anti-Asiatic Ordinances now before the Provincial
Council. We haveno doubt that the <community will
realise the seriousness of the situation and he present
at the meeting in their thousands,

. There has come in*o existence i+ Darbag" gsince last
week a vernacular paper called Hmndr.
edlte_d by Pandit 'ﬂl‘lawani Dayal 'and printed and
published by bim af Jacobs, near” Durban, at his
* Jagarani Press”.* The puablishing cefemony was per-
foanr-d last Sunday at the above Press at the hands of
Mr. Omar Hajee Atmod Jhaveri. After some -religious

ceremtinied perlormed accordliig to Vedid sit
Rutyzrny; it Lk shransn gl P.uqac Hitgpni Hla;:'l th:;

he paper is |

was unfortunately at that very time laid up with
influenza, explained the object of thd paper. Speeches
wcre then made hy varinus friends present at 'the

- function wishing Pandit Bhawani Dayal success in his

noble enterprize, Relreshments were afterwards served
and the establishment was shown to all present. '

The first number of Airds declares the object of the
paper to be that of awakeniag the Hiodustani section
of the community to their political conditions in this
country and to eolighten them with the present -
national movement in India. “ We wish also ”, it says,
“ to deal io all such subjects that will go towards the
political, socizl, - moral and- religious advancement of
our brethren”, Tt was intended to devote a few
columos ot Htadt to English also, but owing to the
sad and sudi!+n 1ss, we understand, of his wife who
was his right hand in this work, Psndit Bhawani
Dayal has had to limit his ambition and is unable to
take up the extra burden of introducing TRoglish
colums in his paper at least for the present. There is
a large section of our Hindi brethren in this country
and a journal in the Hindi language for their uplift-
ment was indeed a long-elt need. We congratulate
Pandit Bhawani Dabal for suppiying that need and we
wish him every success in his endeavour.

The Anual general meeting of the Transvaal Kokaee
Mahomaden Saciety, we understind, will be h:-ld oi
Suoday the 14th May 1922 at 12-30 p. m, Sharp at
Nassiria School Hall 23rd Strest Malay Location
Jobannesburg, ANl members of Koknee Section are
eamestly invited to attend, Bussiness : Annunal Report,
Financial Statement, Electio:: of officials, General,

The first annual celebration of the Aryan Benevolent,
Home established by the Arya Yuvuk Sabba will take
place in the Home grounds near the late Babu Baldev-
Singh's residence, Mayville, on Sunday the 14th
Instant commencing at 1 p. m,. '

We take the following from one of the Indjan ex:
changes :—Rao Babadur V. Jogiah Pantuly, Puhli¢
Prosecutor, Berhampore, was asked to resigo his office.
on account of his son being a Non-co-operator, and he
has resigned. : )

The [rllowing letter appears inthe Zndiam Social
Reformer, dated March 26th :—Sir, I _have just reacd
the report of the trial and the sentepce upon Mr,
G:_ludhi. I feel that the only way to ease my shame at -
this greatest blunder aud crime of the British adminis-
tration i Tndia is to give expression to it openly, Tp
keep silent is to condone thig érowning act of injusticg,
To condemn such a saint as Mr, Gandhi is the greatest -
cond¢mnation that has éver been passed jupon the
system of British law in India to-day. Mr. Gandhi s .
uncondemned, It is British rule that -tands condemped
by this judgment at the bar of history, ~ | :

. Yaurs sincerely . -

H, A.i Fﬂi“‘.‘.“h"‘ . %

’
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INDIAN QUESTION IN SOUTH AFRICA
DreuTaTION BEForRE THE VICEROY

Certsin members of the Council of State, the Legis-
lative Assembly, the Jmperial Citizenship Association,
together with the Delegates of the Transvaal British
Indian Association and the Natal Iodian Congress were
received by the Viceroy on the 32nd March. ,

The following is the full text of the memorandum
presented by the deputation to Lord Reading :—

We, the undersigned mewbers of the Council of
State, the Legislative Assembly, and the JImperial
Citizenship Association, together with the Delegates of
the Transvaal British Indian Associatian, and the Natal
Indian Congress, beg to thank Your Excellency tor hav-
ing received this Deputation to-day 10 the midst of your
pressing duties. As the Government of India has now
been empowered to communicate directly with the
South African Union Government, we wish to place
belore Vour Excellency certain facts regardiog the
present Indian situation in South Africa which will
give you a clear idea of the true state of affairs there
and will enable Your Excellency to represent the case
of the Indians in South Airica to the Union Govern-
ment, The present position of Indiaps in South Africa
is telt to be intolerable in as much as while it is possible
for Indians to be {ree citizens in other parts of the
British Empire, they are denied the elementary rights
af citizenship and subjected to humiliating eonditions
in South Africx. The facts which we now lay before
Your Excellency will show the grounds of the existence
of such & feeling io the minds of all Indiaos.

CAPE PROVINCE

In the Cape Province of South Airica, Indians are
with very minor exceptions treated well. They have
beth the political and the municipal franchise, and
have also the right to own immovable property as well
as to sequire land and to reside wherever they desire.
The Indian Community, therefore, in the Cape Pro-
vince is contented and mo grievances are brought up
against it by Europeaps. If Indians can live in peace
and cootentment with sister ccmmunities in the Cape
Provioce, there is no reason why they cannot live equally
in peace and contentment elsewhere. .

* In NaraL

In Natal the situation is not 8o good. There is no
actual segregation till now and Iadians have the full
rights of ownership of immovabie property and of ac-
quisition of land. They enjoy municipal {ranchise,
though no Indian has yet been elected to the Municipal
Board. There is however no political franchis= and as
a direct consequence of the political disabilities impos-
ed on Indians, Europeans in Natal have continually
attempted to impose racial restrictions on them which
the Indians have been helpless to prevent. This
discrimination aginst Indians has become increasingly
aggressive in the matter of trading licenses and io
munlcipal byelaws, Racial differeotiation .has been
introduced in the matter of public conveyances also.
Restrictions of a racial character have touched the life
of the Indian commuaity at every turn and have thus
created distinctions between man and where no such
distinction should exist. The receot Asiatic Eoquiry
Commission appointed by the .South African Uuion
Government puts forth the cage of the Indians in a fair
manner and fiods that the coraplaints made against
them by « section of the European community are not
of a substantial character. It is to be regretted bowever
that inapite of this finding the Commiss.on made no
recommendations for the removal of these obuaoxious
racial distinctions and has actually proposed that the
existing rights ol Indians to acquire agricultural land
shall be ¢onfined to the narrow coast-belt of Natal and
thyt all the Higbland area should be reservad for
Europeans. The Commission also has proposed that
what it calls * Voluntary segregation " should be practis-
ad o eommarelsl and raaideotisd aroxs, Tha Gooe

mision’s proposals are of a reteozrade nature and are
calculated to place the Indian community in a pasition
of still (urther inferiority and degradation. There are
also grave grounds for fearing that Indians may soon he
deprived ot the municipal fraochise.

Direct INviTATION

Indians came to Natal by direct invitation aod ec-
couragement {rom the Natal Govurnment. They cama
under the guarantee of fair treatment and alse witl the
undertaking on the part of the Natal G veroment to
aflord them rnights of acquiring Tand holding propurty
etc.,; as soon as their period »f indentured laboyr was
over, It would be no exazseration to say that Indian
labour has largely mmade Natal what it is to-day—the
Garden Colony of South Atrica, Large numbers of
Indians have been bormn in the eountry and some can
trace back their Natal barn ancestnrs for three and four
geaerations. The propasal to take away the right of
acquiring land, given under the oririnal contract of
indepture, is tantamount to breach of taith, and in our
opinion calls lor an emphatic protest on the part ol
Your Excellency's Government.

IN THE TRANSVAAL

In the Transvaal Indians are confronted with still
greater disabilities as they have neither political nor
municipal franchise nor have they the rights to hold
landed property, as act 37 of 1919 has put ao end to
the iodirect but openly accepted mcthods of holding
lands either through formiog privite companies or by
appointing European trustees Racial diserimioation is
observed in dealing with applicitions ior municipal
trading licenses. There iz also racial s:gregition

_directly embodied in the code of Laws, and this has

been put into practice in ceriain places known as
‘tlocations. ”  As it such disabilities oo Indiaas in the
Transvaal were not sericus eucugh, the Asiatic Eo-
quiry Commission has "advocated even further res-
trictiona which will make the position of the Indians
in the Transvaa) still worse,

Sir Benjamin ROBERTSON

The Indian community in the Transvaal is deeply
grateful to Sir Banjamin Roberison who came down as
a representative of the Goverament of ludir for the
patient and arduous work he did in the interests.of the
Indians We desire to emphasise the fact mentioned
in his report that it will b= only by the repeal of Law 3
of 1385 that the root cause of the present trouble can
be res!ly removed, The Indian community in the
Transvaal feels that there is no hope of equal treat-
ment for them until the rep=il of the Law. We, there-
fore, desire to urge upon Your Exzellency the necessity
of making a strong representation to the Union Govern.
ment of South Alrica for the repeal of this Luw, as all
subscquent racial esactments are based upon this
statute.

SMUT3-GANDHI AGREEMENT

We desite to draw Your Fxcellency’s special
atteation to Act 37 of 1919 a3 tae Act violates lh?
Smuts-Gandhi Agreement ol 1gr4 which protecte
the vested rights of Indians i tae Transvaal, I
1914 the Indian community posscssed the right of
acquiring and holding landed property qiite op-nly
thouzh ndirectly io the Transval. This right was
upneld when it was reczotly chutzmged m the Apuel-
late Court of the Unin, Unader At 37 of 1919
that right is taken awayrand the deprivaiton of that
right is rightly construed as & deliberate effort to drive
the vzry small Indian population in the Transvaal out
of that Province.

In ORANGE FREE STATE

In Orange Free State, the ludians have no rights
whatsoever. Theuy can live thzre only as domestic
s:rvapts and in no otber capacity. There are only
8 'me 200 Indians in the whole of the Free State, and
as immigration is strictly prohibited, there. ace lew
ehances af the populetion ingreasiog, 1o these, cirs
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cumstances it can scarcely be contended that there is
aoy serious risk in graoting full rights of citizenship to

Indians.
VOLUNTARY REPATRIATON

We deem it necessary to refer here to the acczptance
by the Government of the recommendations of Siy
Benjamio Robertson, regarding what is called © Voluo-
tary7 sjatriation”. The Indian communpity fully voder-
stands that Sir Benjamin Robertson’s intention was to
relieve the poorer members of the Indian community
in South Alrica, and thus indirectly to help the cause
of the other Indians who stayed in that conotry; bul
the actoal result bas not been that whichk was antici-
pated, for this * Voluantary repatriation :’ has be_en
taken up as a watchward by those who wish to drive
Indians out of the country. Io comsequence of this
‘agitation the policy of removiog from Nalal of Indians,
whether poor or not, has been encouraged while no
attention has been paid to the task of improving the
social conditions angd status of the remaining Indians
in the country and 20 attempt is being made to take
away some of their existing rights, It is repugnant to
indian self-respect and maohood to aceept repatriation
at the expense of forfeiting domiciled rights and the
Indians in Natal feel that they must depend upon
themselves for improving their position and as the first
step in that direction, they bave taken up the responsi-

~ bility for the proper education of Natal bora Indian
children, :
RestricTioN ON TrAvVEL

There is still one further anomaly we would like to
bring to Your Excellency’s notice. Although the South
African Gavernment is now called a Union Govera-
ment, Indians are not allowed to traval {reely irom one
part of the Union to another and we d .sirs to eater
our strong protest agaiost this ioter-provincial segre-
gation.

Tre INjusTicE

We beg now to refer to the injustice meted out to
Indians in the mandated territory of South West Africa.
Prior to annexation, although there was an adminis-
trative barrier against Indian entry ioto this territory,
Indiapns used to go and settle there. Since the an-
nexation of the territories ta the Union Government,
Indians are debarred from eatering that territory uoder
a statute. This arbitrary act oe the part of the Union -
Government is another jostance of the spirit under-
lying recent anti-Indian legislation in South Africa and
we pray to Your Exzellency to press upon the Ugion
Goveroment the necessity for alteriog their present
policy.

BerTER TREATMENT WANTED -

Our object tn comiog to-day bafore Yaur Excellency
is to seek the help of the Government of Ingiz
securing a better understanding about Indians in South
Africa and a better treatment of them by the Usian
Government. Indians are prepared to do their duty
as cit'g2ns of the different Provinces of the Union in.
which they bhave made their homes, They are pre-
pared to be educated and desire to have the good
thiogs of the world equally with the Europeans and
deserve them by their character and indusry. They
are also prepared to do evargthing to deservé them
suli more. If equality of coaditioas is established and
muatained, there is Do reason why they should not
live in amity with their Buropzaa fallow-subjzcis and
reich the standard of life aod cowmfort which is so
t dear to Europeans, . :

[ They have chosen to claiw freedom and all the ad-
! vantages of freedom to which they are entitled as
!Bnpsh_clt_lzens. Tney will end:avour to achieve and
i maintain it at all costs. Taoey are ready to reciprocate
levery siga of frieodship that the Earopsan ¢)mmunity
{io South Africa may show them aad to liv: on terms
‘ol peace and goodwill with all men. They are deter-
oiaed to spare uo sacrifice on theit ows part to obiain

Ithase tuadameotnl rights of humsaity for which tha
! .

British Empire stavds, They are Grmly convinced
that any other course would be unworthy of them, both
as Indiaps and as loyal and law-abiding subjects of
His Britannic Majesty. ' In this moral struggle we
appeal on their behali to Your Excellency for sympathy,
encouragement aod support. :

A CorrecT SOLUTION

It is hoped in conclusion that the Government of
India will do their utmost to urge on the Union Gow-
ernment that they should satisfactorily settle once for
all the Indian question in South Africa. It has been
a vastly disturbiog factor in South Africa and also in
domestic politics of India itself, A comect solution
of this problem will make [odians in South Africa and
the milliong of their fellow-countrymen in India the
best Iriends of the Empire and of every part of it.:

Mucu Neerep Reuer

We beg once again to thank Your Excelleney for
the patient hearing that has been given us to-day and we
pray thst Your Excellency’s efforts will bring about the
much needed reliet to the Indians in South Africa and
will tend to remove that bitterness between the com-
pooent parts of the Empire which the differential
treatment of one class of His Majesty’s subjects in the
Dominions bas unfortunately generated. ’

The address has been signed by the following :—

Jamsetjze Jejeebhoy, D. E. Wacha, Lalubhai Samal-

. das, P. C. Sethoa, P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer, Vithaldas D.

Thackersay, T. Raogachariar, C. S, Subrahmanyam,
Manmohandas Ramji, N. M. Samarth, Jamnadas
Dwarkadas, M. K. Reddi, S. M. Zzhid Ali Subzposh,
K.C. Neogy, C. F.-Andrews, P. K. Naidoo, A. J.
Gabru, M. G. Patel, A. M. Bayat, A, I. Kaji.

. Vicerov's RerLy
In replying to the above address, His Excelloncy the

" Vieeroy said 1—

Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy and Geutlemen, it has given
me great pleasure to receive here to-day a deputation
of Members of the Council of State, the Legislative
Assembly, and the Imperial Indian Citizenship Asso-
ciation, and the Delegates of the Traosvaal British
Iadisn Association aod ot the Natal Indian Congress
on the subjzct of the status of the Indians domiciled .
in the Union of South Africa, You are I am sure well
aware that the grave importance of the questions
which you bave brought to my notice, has nat been
overlooked by the Goveroment of India. We have
twice sent Sir Benjamin Robertsen to South Atrica to
present the Indian case before Commissions appointed
to enquire into various aspects of the Indian problem,
We have also urged the claims of the Indians to
equality of status in the Sslf-Governing Dominions at
the kmperial Conterences of 1918 aond 1971 with re-
sults that are known to all of you, aod we are.at the
present moment in correspondence with the Union
Government regarding the measures which they may
take to give eflect to the recommendations of the
Asiatic Enquiry Commission,

: Inpia’s Cause
. Icanuot make public the representations and re-
commendations which we have made, but I can assure |
you that we have firmly' aod vigorously championed .
the Indian cause. Nevertheless, [ regard your Depu-
tation as very opportune aad must congratulate you

| on the ability with which you have representéd your

case. In the midst of the more ptessing “preoceupa-
tions of internal politics, some of ydu may possibly
have-feared that my G >vernment miy kave lost sight of
a problem to which, as I am well awire, ladians of 411
classes attach the highest importanc, ' :

- " A Re-Assurance

1 am glad to bo able to ro-assure yor on the sojgr.
:?gx ttl) inform yiou ﬂml myleuument are follgzznt'
close atteation all devolugmante ig the situat;
Bauth Aitica, whioh touagh the intarants of the tti?m’i?&?l;‘
. /
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Indian community. So long as Indians do pot enjoy
the full Puliamentary and Municipal iraochise throuzh-
out the Union, the Government ol India (eel that they
cannot wholly dissociate themselves from resnunsibility
for the welfare of a community whos« very existince
originated in an organis:d system ol recruitment to
which they were in the past a consenting party.

. THE DisaBILITIES

The account whica you hi- : riven of the: disabilities
to which Imdians are subjeci in Natal, the Transvaal
and the Oraogs Free State is substantially corcect, and
the extent to which these can be remved or mitigated
is & question to which we hope the Uniou Govermnment
will address itselt in the near future.

_ GOVERNMENT Ov INDIA'S SUPPORT

Qur own views -1 the suiject hav: b <. euably set out
Ly Sir Benjamin Robertson in his statement belors the
Agiatic Eaquiry Comaission and have ‘seen embodicd
in the published Memorandum which our r2preuntatives
placed belfore the last tmperial Confurence,

LisEraL *“ Care”

1 agree with you tuut th: success in the Cape Pro-
vince of the Liberal and statesmanlike policy of treating
Indians op the same footings ns all other classes of
His Majesy’s British subjects affords a strong argument
in favour of the adoption of a similar policy towards
Indians in other provinces. The party antagonistic to
Indian claims is strong and active, and it wust neces-
sarily take time before we can win over public opioion
to the policy which we urgr.

’ THE ASPIRATIONS

1 note with pleasure your sl vcmeat that the domi-
ciled Indian commuaity in South Afvica desire to
progress in education and are determined to prove
themselves ip all respects as deserving as the Enro-
peans of the fall rights and responsibilities ol citizen-
ghip. Thus, I am confident, ol a true avenue of
advance. The British cit'zen, in whatever part of the
world he may be, has a strong sense ol rtairplay, and I
‘feel sure that when he finds his Indian fellow-citizang
in the Union steadlastly proving themselves, by their
conduct, useful and loyal members of the body-palitic,
he will not persist in withholding from them the status
which they justly claim. I am glad that you recognise
that it is to the Union Government that Indians. must
look lor the redress ol their grirvanzes

NON-INTERFERENCE PRINCIPLE

While we are determined to do whutever lies within
our people to forward the reasonable aspiratinns of
Indians domiciled in the Seli-Governing Dominions
and to press constaotly and consistently for the recog:
nition and application of the broad principles of equal
citizenship for which we contend, we are sure that you
will agree that we must respect the principle of non-
interference in the domestic affairs of the self-governing
Dominions and that any interference that might seem
to infringe this principle would not be conducive to
the good of the Indian community.

A DISTINCT ADVANCE

The resolutions of the last two !wnp rrial Conferences
* regarding the status of Indiaos mark a distinct agdvance
and demonstrate that public opinion throughout the
Empire is moving in the direction which wo desire.
Time and the justice of our cause are on nur side; and
with patience and good will ob both “sides I do oot

“ despair of a gatistactory solution.

Ricurs OF INDIANS

Tha Government of Iadia share the disapproval
which you have expressed of the proposal of the
majority of the Asiatic Enquity Comddission that the
existiog rights of Indians to acquire agricultural land
should be confined to the coas® beit of Natal. They
do not regard the reasons adduced in support of that
proposal as coovinciog and thuy trust that the Union
Government will have no hasitation ia rejuctise it,

VOLUNTARY SEGREGATION DisaPPROVED

Thay are oqually at one with you in the objection

you \ake to the Oomminsian's suggaation vayarding

voluntary segregation whether residential or com-
mercial.
MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE

On the question . th : .aunicip:l franchise in Natal
they de no: think that you aeed enteriain any fear that
the existing rights of Indians will be curtailed or with.
d-awn. The action of His Royal Highuess the
Goveroor-General in withholding his consent to the
Natal Townships Fraochise Ordinance, 1921, en.
courages us to hope that tne Union Goveromerk will
not countenance any action directed against the muni.
cipal rights now rnjoy:d by Indians. :

Tne MiGRATION (QUESTION

The restrictions on inter-provincitl migration to
which you allude are no doubt vexatious ta Iadians in
practice, but in view of the fndings of the Asiatic
Eaquiry Commussion in 1914 that this grievance is one
ot sentiment rather than jubstance, and their recom-
mendation that the existing law shioulg not be altered,
1 fear that this is not a matter which we should be
well advised o re-open at present. We must beware
lest we seem to recede irom the position which we
explicitly adopted when wec accepted the principle
e-nbodied in the= reciprocity resnlution of the Imperial
Conlerence of 1918,

REPATRIATION

You have expressed yaur deapproval of the Union
Goverament's scheme [r voluntary repatriation on the
ground that it is not in the ioterests of the Indians.
can:erped and that it is repugnant to Indian feeling
that the price of repatriation should be the forfeiture
of domicile. The scheme was originally recommended
by Sir Benjawmin Raoberison partly to  secur:  better
prospects for those who left the country and partly to
secure better treatmen: for those who remained, It
was’ adopted by the Union Government without pre-
vious consultation with the Government of [ndia.
But an explicit assurance was given by them at the
time that repatriation would be purely voluniary and
that it would be left to Indians in South Atrica them-
gelves to decide whether they desired to take advantage
of the ofler.  The number ol repatriates up to date han
not been considerble and no evidence has reached us
to justily your fear that the scheme is being utilised
to drive Inditns out 1 Sonth Alrica,

. InpIa’s Economic CoNDITIONS

At the sawe time we are awae that economic
conditions in India have altered since its introduction.
‘The cost of living has riszn and the demand tor labour
has diminished. Tt is possible that some repatriated
Indians have lound it difficult to earn a livelihood
here and to re-adapt thewmselves to Indian conditions
and that they might have bzen better ofl, il they had
remained in South Afnica. 1 shall eanse enquiries to
be made on this point and will consider whatever any
further action on our purt is called for.

MaNDATE D TERRITORY

With reference o the position of Indians in the
Ma dated territory of South Wust Africa you are aoubt-
less aware that under the Covenant of the Leaguy: ol
Natio s it wis agreed that South West Africa could
b:st be administered uader ths laws of the maodatory
as an integral portion of ity teeritories subject to sale-
guards in the interests of the indigenous population, {n
accordance with thig provision the Union Governmasnot
has applied to the irmigration of Indians into this
territory the same immigration law as exists in the
Union.  This law in effzct, maintains a discrimination
against Asiatics, that was in force under the previous
German administration. The Goveroment of Iudia
regrer the aclion that his been taken which hag the
effect of excluding Irom a mindated territory the
o wtionals of a fellow-member ol the League: of Nations,
Neverthelesy, the oss:ntitl jusiice of their cauve en-
¢ourages the Government of India in the hape that
with the progress of time, these iniguitics will be
tomedied and that before serious practical difficultios
tiaa this grievance will Wave cansrd to avist:
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Lorp READING'S SympaTny
You have appealed lur my sympathy, eacouragenient
and support, and of that I can sssure you im lull
measure. You have asked me 2 urge on the Union
Government that they should satisfactorily settle he
Indian question in South Africa once lor all. We are
doing everything vhat lies in our power to secure a
satisfactory settlement and shall continue to do so. But
we mu £ not expect that deep-rooted prejueices and long
existing misunderstansiiag i can b swept away in a day.
GENERAL SMUTS
In General Smuts we recogaist a statesman whose
broad vision and high ideals shonld render .him
sympathetic to the claims of Indians. He has a clear
insight into the bearing of these claims on the strength
and solidarity of the Empire asa whole. He has very
great difficulties to contend with in South Africa aod
we must be careful to do or say nothing thit may
weaken his hands in supporting our cause. We have
every reason to believe that he is as anxious as we are
to see the Indians in South Africa fairly treaied and
contented and we hope that the difticulties in the way
of an acceptable solution of the Indian question in
South Africa will not be found insurmountable by a
statesman who has played so large a part in solving
even more obstinate prblems,
Justice To Inpta
In conclusion, gentemen, I can assu-e you that the
points raised in your address will be borne in mind and
that we shail not fail in our attitude of constant
watchfulness and .in our policy of urging the justice of
Indian claims. I thank you lor having afforded me this
opportunity of meeting you and explaining to you the
policy which is being followed by the Government of
India regarding South African affairs.

-

INDIANS IN AFRICA-
NaTional Missionary CouNcIL
PLEA For EouaL TREATMENT

The following statzment on Indians io  Africa,
agreed upon by the National Missionary Council of
India, Burna and Ceylon, at its receat meesing at
Poona in fanuary and reaffirmed at its ‘executive
meeting in Calcutta on February 21 and 22 is pub-
lished 1o the Indian papers :—

The attention of the National Missionary Council
has been directed to the position of Indians in -East
Alrica, i
The Council has not, in the time at its disposal
been able to deal with sll the aspects ol this question,
but desires to call public attention to the toilowing
_statements which are of cardinal importance in the
ma.ter. : o

First, a resolution nof the, Conferance 't Prime
Ministers and representatives of the Urited Kingdom,
the Dominiéns and India held in 1921 coniains the
staterokots that *“there is an incongruiy between the
position of India as an equal member of the British
Empire and the existeoce of disabilities upoa British
Indians lawtully domiciled in some other parts of the
Empire, ” and that “- it is desirable that the rights of
such Indians to citizenship should be recogaised.

Second, the present Secrétary of State for the
Colonies has made the statement that “ there should
be no barrier 6t race, colour or creed which should
prevent any man by merit from reaching any station ijf
he is fitted for it. * .

The National Missionary Council heartily welcomes
these statements and hopes that the Government of the
Union of South Africa may soon see its way to give
s adherence to them. '

The Nagional Missionary Couneil heartily suppists
the Government of-India in its eforts to ‘secure just
treativent for the Indian esminenity in East Afriey
The Council holds that if the British Government has
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-existence of

adopted the principles which underlie the statements
quoted above, it is unjust to refuse to apply these
principles in a single case like that of East Africa

It has been brought to the aotice of the Couancil

that some prominent advocates of the policy of

restricting the citizen rights of the Indians. in East
Africa_have publicly stated that they.advocate + this
policy in the ioterests of Christianity. * To this plea
the Council unhesitatingly replie- that the interests of
Christianity have never been advanced by denying to
anyope justice and fair play.

THE HON. MR, SASTRI
INTERVIEWED By ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Rt. Hon, Mr. Srinivasa Sastri who returned to

India from Europe in the middle of last March was
interviewed by the Associated Press of India. ‘The

following are some nl the interesting questions and the

apswers given to thew by Mr. Saste :—
MaHATMA'S CoNvIcTION

Mr. Sastri, in an interview with the diplomatic
correspondent of the Loudon Dazly News you were
reported to have said that it Government should feel
that the time had com: when Mr. Gandhi’s anti-Govern-
meat activities should nu longer be allowed to continue,
Moderate I:dian opinion would range itself behind

the Indian Goveroment. Now that has been- closely -

followed by the amret and the conviction of Mr.
Gandhi. Will you express your opinion on the
subject P S '

No, I am sorry I caunot express any opinion on.
that point.

Teur To AusTraLiA AND CaNADA

What is your mission tu proceeding to Australia abd
Canada ? ' ' o -

1 understand the Assembly has sanctioned the
budgetted item for my tour. (Press, “Yes”). My
mission is to represent to the Dominion Governments -
and Parliaments the pecessity of coaferring full local
franchise on éawfuily'resident Indians. There are some
disabilities from which they suffer to-day, and as the
those disapilities
nuunced by the highest authorities to be incongruous
with the position of India as an equal member of the,.

Commouwealth, I am to see what can be done by..

geypotiations to get Indiaos there equal rigts, - .
~ But the priociple of reciprocity has already been
accpted by most of the Dominions ?

But the Dominions have their own legislatures and
the latter have o change their laws. In these matters
what the Imperial Conlerence decides is not heid to be
an authority, Local parliaments " have got to sanction
the aecessary laws,

_ Q—Was there any resentment in the Washington
Co..tereiice on the part of the Western nations agoinst
the adveat of the Bastern pation in their councils P

A.—No, on the other hand I was received with the
utmost cordiatitv, and a+ 1 sal dawn to siga the Treaty
1 received a cheering ag'the represeniative of India, =

Near EasT CoRFERENCE

Q.—Have you anythiog to say regarding the Near.
Ea:; Confercnce ? : v

A.—I cao’t say aoything definitely, Al y
say is that what Turkey ; . o

of i 2r arms.
Q—You_deliver -d some lectures in America on
Incan polities. Will you 1ell me what was your aim
in doing so ? : ) :
A.—Have they becu telegraphed here,
are posted up-lo-date with your movements

utterances.) [ delive-cd those lecture s with a view tg

have been pro- -

: has 20t been able. to achjeve -
thrnugh diplomacy she has achieved through the stuccess

{Press, we
and |

enlist American sympathy in favour of the movement )

in India for Dominion status,

v



L m—— A s m i ———— e ——— e e e

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

e INDIAN OPINION Mav 12T, 1922

Statement Of Receipts And Expenditure For Year
Ended 3Ist December 1921 {

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE
By Subscriptions 132 17 o To Deputation’s Expenses to Johannesburg 15 o o

Cable Expenses to London 3rr o
do do  do lndia 3 8 1t
Javion's opinion. re Tramway matter . § 5 o
Advertising ja 3
Printing and Stationary 3 8 o
. Postages and Petty Expensas 113 6
Telegraphic Address I 1 o
Wires to Centres within the Upion 1z 3
Bank Charges 3 o 44 14 1
Balance in Bank ‘ 88 2z 11
A132 17 o £z 17 o
1 certify that I have this day examined ‘ . ({Sgd.} O. H, A. Juaver
the books and vouchers of the Natal : {(Sgd.) V. 8. C. Patuer
Indian Congress and find them to be Joint Treasurers,

true and correct. _
(Sgd.) S.J. RanDERIA
Auditor.
Darban, 2:od April 1922,

Supplementary Stﬁtemeiit of Receipts and Expenditure
| For Period Ended 21st April 1922

RECEIPTS ) EXPENDITURE
By Balance as at .
3if1zfar 88 2z rr To T. M. Naiker Salary from 4/r2/2x ‘
» Taxforigae 64 8 o to 31/3/22 35 o o
»» Subsriptions . '
for 1922 *+ 120 4 6 184 12 6 ' Printing and Stationary 34 o 6
Est. M. H. Cassim Rent of Congress :
Hall 1/1f22 to 30/4{22 . 13 o o
Cable Expenses to India 1§ o 8
Advertising . Iz 16 2
' Painting Congtess Offices 6 4 9
) ' Subscription--Gazette & Newspapers 5 1 o
Wreaths 313 6
Special Tram Car 'Mabatma’s Day' 3 o o
Petty Expenses including Bank .
' ' Charges . i1 a 6 {
‘ Wires to Centres within the Union 2z 13 10 147 2 1%
Balance 'in Bank - Lizs 1z 6
o
£273 15 -3 . ' L2312 15 5
1 certify that T have this day examined' ’ "f(Sgd.) O. H., A. Juavem
the books and vouchers ofythe Natal ' [(Sgd.) V. 5 _C» PATHER
Indian Congreas and find them to be ) l Joint Treasurers,
true and correct.

- -

(Sgd.) S. J. Ranperia o :
Auditor, T - ¢
< Durban, a2nd April, 1922, .

Printed and Publisbed by Manilal M. Gaodbi at Phosals, Phoenix Settlement, Natal.
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