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NOTES AND NEWS

at the recent East Aifrican diouer in Londom, -

& . ) ?
DJT\HE speech delivered by Mr.- Winston Churchil(;

with reference to the present lndian situation
in Kenya Colony has been subjected to a great deal nf
criticism in India as ivdeed we had expected it would. .
Mr. Andrews, the well-known advocate of th: Indiag-
cause in the colonies, in a letter to the Press, (says a
Reuter's message), describes Mr. Churchill's statemneut as
a betrayal of Indian ioterests, and xelers to the - “secret
document” Mr. Churchill sgnt to’ Keoya in October,
under which Greeks, Italians, and other lorsigners are
able to buy lands io the Kenya highlands, while British
subjects (hawely, Indians) arc uoable to do so. Mr.
Andrews complaios that the Rbodes prigéiple of citizén-
ship, as exercised in the Cape Province, gould involve
the prohibition ot Indiap immigration.-. ’

»Commenting on Mr. Churchill’s ¥peech gt the East
African dinver, the Times of India resents the injustice
of excluding Indians from the highlands of East Africa,
while the Bombay Chioniele speaks of Mr, Churchili's
“‘betrayl,” and declares that be is. ogenly and shame;
lessly proclaiming-a policy. ol sqietzing- [ndians™ (rod
regions where they have established themselves.
The Indian Legislative Assembly is reported to have
recommended the Viceroy to cable. to Mr, Montagn
its emphatic protest at Mr. Charchill’s pronouncement
at the East Alrican dinper, '

-* A Reuter’s message from London dated Feb. 9,
states :—Mr. E. S. Montagu, Becretary of State for
Iodia, addressing the “ 1920 Club” members, many
of which are Coliation Liberals, on the subject . of the
position of Indians in the Empire, emphasised that
the sole requirements for the success of the Govern-
ment’s policy in India were patience and sincerity.
The difierentiation against Indians ip other parts would
imply lack of sincerity, and render the goal of- British
policy in India impaossible,

Replying to the speech made by Mr. Churchill at
the East African dinoer on Jan 27, on the position
of [ndé.;ns io Kenya, Mr. Montagu declared that Mr.
Chnrc "Il anoounced the decisions of the Colonial

Officc but the subject was still being discussed by the

.Goverument. He devoutly hoped that some way

would be foynd of accommodating the views held by
Mr. Churchill to the policy annouaced by the Govern-
ment. He approved of the Patliament as the hope
#nd aspiation of the lodian peoples. If an _Indian

- were fut for the goveraorship of a great Province, the

‘oa new country,
. ol Beitain's policy to say that because he

r

L

membership of the Viceroy's Council, headship of a
great hospital in Mesopotamia or lor citizenship of
t was, inconsistent with the sincerity

was an Indian
he could not hope for recognition. )

_ A Reater's message [rom Melbourne dated. Feb, 12,

says :~~Mr. Mantagu's speech in London on the posi-

tion of Indians in the Empire is the subject of much

comment here. It is regarded in some quariers as an

sutack oo the " White Avgeratia ¥ policy. Mr, Hughes
L 4 . . H

(the Prime Minister), bowever, is ol the opinion that
Mr. Montagu was aply referring to Indians in Natal,
and he poiots out that neither the Secretary for India
nor the Secrelary for State raised objections to Aus-

tralia’s policy at the Imperial Conference last August. .
A

: - -

We do not know that the Lmperial Cooference has
accepted any such policy as that of a ** Whité Australia ”
ora “White South Alfrica,” Mr. Montagu bas re-
ferred in his speech to lodians i the Empire and one
cannot possibly understand how Australia could con-
sider itself excluded from Mr. Montagn's remarks uo-
less it considers itself to be outside the Empire.

Nairobi, Feb. 1z (Reuter).—X. differeoce of view-
point has arisen among Indians in” East Africa over
the attitude to.be adopted as .regards Bw— Ehurctitll’s
speech at the East Africa dinner, in London last
month, dealing with the position of Indians in East
Africa. The Committee ol the Indian Congress, cow

.sitling at Mombasa, see.in the speech a declaratior -af
‘policy tantamount to a direct contravention' of the™
{ pledge given by the Imperial Conference, oa the -

strength of which, it is contended, Indians in Decem-
ber accepted an interim representation—namely, four
seats in the Legislative Council and coe on the Execu-
tive. The Commiltee passed a resolutivn in favour. of
the withdrawal of such representation, “in the abséence
of a guarantee of the complete application of the
principles of equality. Leading Indians in Nairobi,
however, express disfavour with this resolution. The
matter will shortly be threshed out by the full Congress.
It has been decided to send an Indian delegation to
India in connection with Mr. Churchill’s speech.-

-

- Renter {Delbi) states :—The Legislative Assembly;

aftera debate lasting three hours, adopted a resolution
asking the Viceroy to represant to his Majesty’s Gav-
ernment any failure in his Majesty’s Aliican termitories
to meet the lawful claims of Indians' citwenship, as
affirmed by the Imperial Coférence resolution.

The foliowing is a copy of a resolution reported to
have been passed at a meeting ofthe Executive of the
Durban Citizens' League (reprasenting “the” Buropean
section) held on" Feb. 10, 1922, " The resolution has
been forwarded by the League to his' Worship the
Mayor and Towa Council of the Borough :—

“ That the Council of the Durbun Citizens’ League,
viewing the increasing distavour with which the burgesses
of the Borough regard the practicé lollowed by the
Town Couacil of acceptiag bids for town lands from
Europeans .and Asiatics alike, and noting that the
Natives {Urban Areas) Bill propozes to restrict: Natives
from buying lands ontside Native locations and villages
allocated for their occupation Jdeems that the time has
come when the burgesses of Durban and their Town
Council should usge upon the Provincial Government
the need for legislation enabling municipalities to allot-
areas within all townships for Europeans, Asiatic and
Native occupation _respectively, whether for busi-
ness of residential purpose; nlso to probibit the sale
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or lease of lands by

m;tben of the one race to
members ol thg gthers,

« A yenaweqd ﬂtat[o,u for the removal af tha colour
bar fromythe Act of Upion is about to take place
throughout the Union, says Reuter (Capetown). Dr.
Abdurahman, president of the African Paople’s Organi
sation, hid, in an interview with the Argws that the
non-Eurepean pgoples of the Union feel they have not
been fairly dealt wkh, and if the movement is not
successful they will cease to look to Parliament for
redress of their grievances, but will orgaoise industrially,
Dr. Abdurahman said the movement was distinct from
the one on the mines, and was in accordance witha
resolution adopted at the African People’s Organisation
Conferepce in April, 1g27. A petition has been pre-
pared, and will be presented to Parliament.

The Point affsir caza of Messrs. lsmail Gora,
Sorabjee Rustomjee and Menilal Gandhi which was
.remanded till Feb. 16, has been further remanded till
March 16, owing to the absapce of Police witnesses
who are at presqpt engaged io the Transvaal Strike

s
sl ——

Reuter’s latest cables from India state that the
Secrotaries of the Indian National Congrass have heen
airested, snd Civil Disobedience that was to bave
cpmmenced during this month has once again been

Mmei

" Tha tollowing advartisement appeared in last Wed-
nssday's Aatai Meroury ;= _
ANTE-ASIATIC MEETING

White men and wowjen loyal to their race and
~givilisation are yrged to he present gt the mass meeting
in the Town Gardeps this evening at 8 o'clock for the
purpasg of demanding safeguards sgainst Asiatic en-
croachments in land, trades, and other employment
swited far Europeans in South Africa.

P _ ﬁ " ¢

INDIANS ON THE WHARF
Mg. SomrasjeR’s ArpEAL Dismisszp

Tho appeal of Mr, Sorabjee Rustamjen against the
decision of Megistrata Mr, Clark in coanaction with
the Point case in which Mr, Sorabjee was convicted
and cautipned and discharged for the alleged offence
of having “ wrongtully and unlawiully obstructed the
free use of the wharl by standing near 135 Karwa
when it was casting off, and refusing to stand back
when ordered tq da %0 by the Water Police”, was
heard last ‘Monday in the Suprem» Court (Natal
Division) before Judge President Mr, Dove Wilson,
Mr, Justice Carter and Mr. Justice Tatham,

Mr, Q. Calder appeared far the appsllant, and Mr.
E: W. Baxtes far the Crowo, _

Mg Caldey gaid that the appellant was ordered in a
wide manper to stand back by 3 police man. He did
wove hack, gnd the policeman tald him to go further
back. He then réfuted fo g0 hack, aad the” guestiop
way whether this disobedience’ amoupted to 3n
ohsiniction of the frea yse of ths whatl. I'h: Admiais-
agatiop could ecaclude persons fram the whart, but
thers was up questian of any such exclusion here, as
the policeman was not a sprvaot af the Administration.
Thee was np evidence at all of obstruction of the

hask, except his disobedience to a policeman, and
a.ﬂ wq3 nat abstructive of the free use of it. He was
e ¢bargng Witb_”bqigg likely to obstruct, which was
anot her qubstantive ofiencs undey the regulations, It
gll; further stated by the flgpellaqt that there bad been

Uy P

reptial treatment 85 betw:en the accused and
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Europeans on the wharl.

The Judge-President remarked that this slfegation
did not seem to be borne oyt by the evidunee.

Mr. Baxjer argued that sveryaoa en thq whaef was
there by permissian, and that such permisgion cauld
be withdrawa at any time in order to permit the free
use of the wharf.

In givicg judgment, the Judge-President sald that
the accused had been the only person occupying the
space between thy outside of the wharf and the railway
line ; he had refused to retire behind this line y&¥i:
ordered to do so bya policeman. The constable was
acting upon the instructions of the Administration,
which were that " the space between the edge of the
wharf and the outside railway metal was to be kept
clear wheo a vessel was about to cast off. Such a rule
was necessary to prevent acidents and the haoding of
articles to persons on board, and to allow officials a
free use ot the wharl, The accused, in refysiog to
move behind the railway metal, did obstruct the free
use of that portion of the wharl.

Mr, Justice Carter and Mr, Justice Tatham delivered
concurring judgments, and the latter stated that if the
allegation of the appellaat had been trye, that Indians
had been difterently treated from Europeans, the Court
must have ioterfered, but he could not see from the
evidence that this had been so,

The appeal was dismissed.

e

THE AHMEDABAD CONGRESS
Cwvir DisosEDIENCE RESOLUTION

Ou the resolution an Civil Disobedience passed by
the Indian National Congress at Ahmedabad, the text
al which we published in our last jssue, Mr, Gandhi
was allowed to speak for 30 minutes by the Pregident.
The following speech wag made by Mr. Gandhi :—

“1 shall hope it [ can at all avoid it, not to trke
even the 30 minutes that Hakim Sahib has allotted ta
me ; and I do not propase, if ] can help it, 10 take all
that time, because I feel that the resolution explaing
itsell. If at the end of 15 wonths’ incessant actiyity
you, the delegates assembled in this Congress, do not
know your own miods, I am positive that ¥ canpot
possibly carry conviction to you even in a two hours'
speech and, what is more, it I could carmry eonviction
to you to-day because of my speech, I am atraid I

* would jose all faith in my countrymen, because it would
- demonstrate their' incapacity to observe things and
events. It wauld demonstrate their inespacity to
. think cohereontly, becauso, I submit there is abgolutely

nothing vew in this resolution that we have not been
doing ah this time, that we have not been thinking all
this time. There is absolutely nothing in this resolu.
tion which is at all startling. Those of you who have
followed the proceedings of the Working Cammittes of
the All-Indiz Congress Committee for Ewo manths o
three mooths and have studied the resolutiona rannot
but come to the same eonclusiqn that thig res='utiop
is gbsolutely the patural result of the national act.vities
during the past 15 months. And il you havé ap all
followed the course, the dowaward couysg, that the
repressive policy of the Government has been taking,
you can only come to the same conclusion hat the
Subjects Commwittee bas come to through this resa-
lution—that the ovly answer that a s:1(-respactin
nation cao veturn to the Viceregal pronouncements an
to the repression that ig' overtaking this lsnd is the
course mapped out in this resolution.
No DEePENDENCE UPON ANypoby

‘1 am not going to take the time ol the Eaglish-
knowing friends over the religious subtleties of the
pledge that the volunteers have to take. | wish to
confine my remarks on that subject to Hingdustani-
kaowing ones, but I want this assembly tp undersiand
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the bearing of this resolution. This resolution means
that we hive outzrora tha stage ol helpleaaness and
depeadznoce upda aaybady. fais tei:a.lution_ means
that the natioa, through its represeotatives, is deter-
mined to have its owa way, without the assistance ol
auy single human beiog oo earth, except irom God
above. (Applause.) This resolution, whilst it shows
the indomitable courage and the determination of the
pation to vindicate its rights and 0 bz able to stare
the. world in the (acs, glso say sin ia s\l hudiliations
., e Government: ‘ No matter what you do, po
Jatter how you repress ug, wa shall ons diy wriog re-
luctant repentence ftom you and we wata yoy; think
betimes, take care what you are doing aund see that you
do oot make the 300 millions of India your eteraal
epemy. *
Tue Door Lerr OPEN

This resolution, if the Gaverament sincerely waats
an opea daor, leaves the door wide open ifor the
Governmont. E our Moderate fricnds wish to rally
roand tha standard of the Khilafat, road tbe standard
of the libarties of the Punjab and therefoze, of India,
it this Goveroment is siocerely anxious wa do justice
aad nothing but jugtice, if Lord Reading has ecome i
India to do justica and pothiog less,—aod we want
nothing mora—if he is really auxious to do ali those
things, then I inform bim {ram this platiorm, with God
as mj witoess, with all ths earnestness that I can
cammand, that he has gat an opsn door in this reso-
lution, it he means well, byt the door is closed in his
faca if be m=ans il}, There iy every chaace for im to
hold a round table conisrence, but it must bas 2 real
conlerence. |t he wanu 3 conlerence at a table whera
only equzls ara to sit and where thers i3 not to be a
single beggar, than thete is ag opaa door.aud that door
will always ramain opeq, 0o matter how maay pzople
go ta their gravas, 0o mattar what wild career this res
pression is to go through., So lar as I am concerned
and if § can tske the pation with me, 1 iniorm him
again that the door will alwaya remain wide opea.
Thera is nothing in this resslutios waich ons who has
modesty and humility nsed be askamed. ol

Nor aN ArroGanN? CHALLENGE

This tesplution is not aa atrozaat challeage to apy-
body, bat this is a challeoge to an authority that is
enthroned oq amogaace. It is a challeage to the
authority which dissegards the couasidered opinion of
millions of thivking humin beiogs. 1t is an humble
challenge and an ircevocable challeoze to authority,
which, in order to save itselt, wants to crush freedom
of opinion, ircedom of forming associatioas, the two
luogs that are absolutely necessary for a ma3 to breathe
the oxygen of liberty, and it thers is any autharity in
this couatry that waats to curh the freedom of speech
and freedom of association, I want to be able to say in
yaur name trom this platirom that that authority will
perish aad that authority will have to repeat before an
Tadia that is steel=d with a high courage, 2 nable pur-
pose and & dstermination titl every man and womin
who chose to ¢all themselves Tadians are blotted oat
of th~ sarth. It combises courage and humility,

: A Max oF Peace

Gad oaly kaows, if I could possibly have advised
you to g3 to the rooud tabia ciafsteace, if | could
porsibly have advised you 0ot to uaderiaka thix ro-
solutien of civil disobedieace, I would have done so.
lam a man of peace. [ balievs ia paace. But I dq
not waat pzace zt any price. I do not wang paacq that
you find ta a stoae. 1 da oot waot peaca thag yau
find in 2 grava. But I do waat that peace whaich you
fiad embadded i the hawan breast, which 19 expased
to the axows of 2 whole world but which is protecteq
alt barm by the almighty pawss of thz Almighiy

I d>not wanrto tak= 33y mars tims of tha delegases,
1 do not waat to say a word more.  k do not waay ta
tnealt your intetligeace by sayiog & word more in coq-

l

supparted by tour speakers including Mr.

nection with this resolutia‘ in English, s
Speaking in Hindi, Mn Qandh waraed alt that if
evar noo-violanca was gived up i
attain ligerty, The Mahomedans might think that
Afganistan and the Twurks wese theis™ sivang and the
other minorities might ge to seak | ot the
British Goserument, Swaraj, be was in theu
pockets, bat they were misors and weye not paying
price. : s

Cuance v Conoresj 61::;::
. Mw HasaT MoEANPS RESQIATVON

Mr. Hasrat Mohaoi moved Ais resolution for 3'change _
in the Congress crezd.  According to him the creed
shoyld be : . ) ‘ L

“The object of the fudian Nationat Congress is
the attainment of Swargfya or complete indepen-
deace (ree from ali torejga control by all legitimate -
aud peaceful means.”

Mr. Mohani said Mahatma Gandhi had at the
Nagpur Congress told them that it the Khitafat and
Pupjab wroags were not righted by Government thery
they couid declare independence. He wanted that
promise to be fulfilled aiter one year's trial. ‘Fhorg
could be no sslution of the. Punjab and Khilafat un-
less the rzpetition of theas wronga wag made impossible -
by destyoying British nperialism 304 endeavouzing for
complete indepandence. Mareovar, Judia wauld gevex
be given domiuion status, (or those that gat it, and be-
longed to the sage religion and the samg white race,.
which India was aot. All the delegates had gons thesg
to declare isdepeondence as theix goal and he asked
whether they wauld go back without issuing their gans
date, (Some cries of ‘nq’) Mr, Mahani E_“v‘“‘i‘“‘"

apk3iaa
ram, Swami Kumargoand aad P, P.” Alwar, -
Me. Ganbur's Opresizion

Mr. Gandhi, in opposing Mr. Hasrat Mohani's
motion, mzde a short impressive speech which was
received with shouts of approval, He said :—

¢ Friends, ¥ have said oaly & few words In Hiladi 1n
connection with the proposition of Mr. Hasrat Mohani,
All I want to say W you in Roglish s that that propo-
sition and the maaner, the levity with which that
proposition has been taken up by 30 many ef you—r
some of you ¥ kopo—has grieved a6 K\ bas grieved
me because it shows a lack of responsibility. As res-
ponsible men aud women we should back to the
days of Nagpur and Culcutts and we should remombes
what we did ooly an hour 2go. An hour age we passed
s resolution which sctustly contempiates & final stile-
moat of the Kbitatat and Puajab wrongs sad transfee-
ence of ths power from the hands o! the bureauncraey
1nto the hands of the paeple bp eestain definite means,
Are you goiog tg rab the whale of thaj condjtioq from
your mind by raisiag 3 lalse issue a0d by theowing 3
bombshell in tha wmidst of the [ndian stmosphere?
I hope that those of [g}.& wha have vated for the pre-
vious sesolution will think 5o timey bafore taking
this resalution and yoting for it with levity,. We g
b charged by the thinking portioa of thg world that
we did not kaow yeally where we were. Let ug not -be
charged with and let us understand our limitations
Let Hindus 204 Mussalmaog have 4o absolute indis-
soluble waity. Whao i here who ¢an say to-day with
confidence * Yes, Hindu-Moslgm wnity bas becoms aii
indissoluble lactor of Indiam pationalism ?” Who is
here who can tell me that the Parsees and the Sikhs
aad the Chyistiaos aud the Jews 04 the uatouchables,
abant whom you heard this afterapin, who'is herg 1
ask, who will tell ma that these verg people wilt aot
nise againgk ang sush idea?  Thiak, i;gi'e!gl_'é‘ 0 fimes
before you c3 1 take g step which uia rebouad pot 'ty
your credit, ooy fa yaur sdvaniage, bw which g
caus2 ireeparahle injuy. * Leg g first of all gather u
our streagth, let us first of all sound oir owa, depths
bat let us not go intg waters whase depths we do not
kaow. And this proposittoa ot M,  Hasrat Mehani
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lands you to dqpths unfathomable and I ask you io all
copfidence that you will reject that proposition if you
believe in the proposition that you passed only an hour
ago. The proposition ogow before you rubs away the
whole of the efiect of the proposition that yon passed
only 2 moment ago. Are creeds such simple things
like clothes which a man cap change at will and put
on at will? Creeds are such for which people die and
for which people live for ages. Are you going to
change your creed Which with all deliberations and
after great debatea in Nagpur you accepted? There
was no limitatien of one year when you accepted that
creed. It is an extensive creed. It takes in all the

" weakest and the strongest and ypu will deoy yourselves
the privilege of clothing the weakest amoog yourselves
with protection il you accept this limited creed of
Maulana Hasrat Mobhani, which does not admit the
weakest of your brethren. 1, therefore, ask you .in all
confidence to reject this proposition, ” (Applause.)

_ . After Mr. Gandhi had finished his speech the Presi-
dent put the motion of Mr. Mohauni to the vote and
declared it rejected by a large majority. The supporters
of Mr. Mohani, though in a minority, were appreciable
in pumber. :

OTHER RESOLUTIONS

" After the adoption of Mr, Gandhi’s resolution, five
resolutions were put from the chair and adopted with-
out discussion. These relate to the appeal to Moder-
ates and others rot believing in non-co-operation to
- hélp the movement in respect of Swadeshi, untouch-
““ability, prohibition and unity; (2) condemning the
--. (Government. measures for the suppressiop - of the
Malabar disturbance and also condemaicg the Mop-
1zhs responsible for forcible coaversions; congratu.
lating Kemal Pasha and the Turks on their successes,
deploring the Bombay riots, assuring all communities
of the earnest desire of the Coogress to guard their
rights to the fullest extent ; (5) making changes in the
Congress coostitution by reduciog the agelimit for
Congress membership from 21 to 18, making it in-
cumbent upon all ex-presidents to accept the Congress
" creed if they wanted to remain ex-sficze members of
the Congress and giving option oa the maher of trans-
tsrable vote, .

TOFFICE-BEARERS FOR NEXT YEAR

‘Pandit Motilal Nehru, Dr. Ansari and Mr. Rajago-
palachari were re-elected general secretaries for the
next year but as Pandit Motilal and Mr. Rajagopala-
chart are in jail, Mr. V, J. Patel and Dr. Rajan were
appointed to act in their places,
and Chottani were re-appointed treasurers,

CLoSING OF SESSION

. Hakim Ajmal Khan in closiog the session asked the
dslegates to ga back to their provinces with the fixed
determination to carry out the programme they had
mapped out for themselves to-day. He thanked all
who were responsible for the Coogress arrangements.

Mr. C. Vijizraghavachariar proposed a vote of thanks
for the acting President, the Hakimji, who he. des-
cribed as'a great pillar of Hindu-Muslim unity, Swami
Shraddhanand supported the vote of thanks and it was
carried with acclamation. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, chair-
man, reception committes, garlanded. the Hakimji
amidst cries of * Bande Matram.'

Seth Jamaoial proposed a vate of thanks for the re-
ception committee {or the excellent arrangements they
had mado whick was adopted amidst applaus -,

The session came to a close and the andience dis-
persed amidst scones of entbusiasm. It is understood

- that there are four: invitations from Andhra, Sind,
Karnatak and Bihar for the next session of the Congress,
but in view of the political situation this question has
been leit for the decision of the All-India Congress
Comuittee.

PANDIT MaLaviva AccEPTS CONGRESS CREED
Papdit Madan Moban Mslaviya, ap sx-president of

Seths Jamanlal Bajaj

FeeruAky 191H, 1927

the Indian National Congress, has signed th: Cangress
creed and has, in accordance with the m. .6 1ions ia
the constityti»o adopted becme an exoficrr mem-
ber of the Ait-ladia Congress Comamittee and, there-
fore, an ex-officro delegate,

»

THE MALABAR MOPLAH ‘n
By oNE WHO xNows HiMm ~

Outside the Malabar littoral, the Moplah seems to be
known almost entirely for his intense spirit of religious
bigotry and fanaticism, so it is well to peint out that
bigotry and lapaticism do not by any means canstitute
the sum total of his characteristics and that he possesses
several traits and virtues which win him the esteem,
admiration and trust of all who ar: brought in contact
with him and havi opportunities ol studying him at
close quarters, No doubt, the Moplahs are the most
clannish race, not oaly on the Malabar Coast, but
throughout the Southern Presidency as well. Did
trouble or calamity overtake 2 Moplah, his co-raligion-
1sts would uohesitatingly go to his rescue, and it is a
common thiog to fiod the Moplahs of every raok and
station in life, from wealthy merchants and landholders
down to the coolie clags, raising subscriptions to help
the poor Moplah accused of some offence of which he
is popularly believed to be guiltless, or to rehabilitate
some poor fellow who had been ruined in business, or
to rebuild some Moplah house or hut that fire or flood
had destroyed. As 2 race, the Moplahs are remarkably
industrious aud thrifty, with wonderful business aptitude
and a rare spirit of enterprise and speculativeness, and
it is not hazardous to say that did they avail themselves
more largely of modern education, they would fil a
very much bigger place in the fields of commerce and
industry, perhaps even to the extent of making com-
petition inconveniently keen for some of the other
commubities, In the jungly regions, especially of Ernad

.aud Walluvanad, the Moplah pioneer and squatter re-

claims forest patches and scrub juogles and turns
them into smiling, profitable home steads. Alongside
in hospitable streams and lagoons, he reclaims marshy,
uninviting tracts aad, by hard and patient toil, trans-
forms them into rice fields or cocoanut gardens.
Often, however, just when he is beginning to reap the
fruits of his labour and enterprise, a neighbouring land-
lord comes along and threatens him with eviction on
the ground that he had been encroaching and cutting
down valuable tree growth, etc, and, recognising the
futility of fighting a man with money and influenca at
his back, the squatter acknowledges the landlord’s title
and timber, ginger pepper, nux-vomica, bamboo.

The place which the Moplahs fill in the economic
scheme of Malabar is larger and more important than
that ol any other community, A great deal ol the
trade and commerce in such valuable Malabar com-
maodities as copra, coir, cocoanut oli, timber, ginger,
pepper, hux vomica, bamboos and salted fish is in
Moplah hands, although fuw il any Mopizh mercyaots
and exporters trade direct with Western ¢ountries.
Throughout the District, the bulk of the petty trade -
and shop-keeping too is ia Moplah haods, and, in fact,
the Moplahs go very nearer monopolising the grocery,
hardware, haberdashery aad such other trades. More
over, Moplah traders and shopkeepers may be found
at times at great distances from their bhomes, amall
colonies of them being tstablished in large Indian
cities like Bombay, Calcutta. and Madras, aad the
present writer has met them in Burma, Ceylon, the
Straits and other Colonies, The Moplah makes a
serviceable organiser of Izhour, and numbers of them
are proiperous Railway Forest, Public Works, Mer-
cantile and other Contractors. The river and road
transport of the district is largely in their hands, and
a very considerable proportion of the country carts and
river boats sre both owaed and worked by Moplaha,
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while, on the coast, the fishing and fish-curing indus-
tries are also to a great extent in Moplah hauds. As
a navy on Lhe railroad, a cultivator in field at_:d garden.
a coolie in every induslry in town and willage, the
Moplah labourer i3 to be more efficient, more in-
dustrivus, more resourceful and, above all, more re-
liable than the work people drawn from other
communities in the district. At one time Moplahs
furnished a large proportion of the labour employed on
the Kolar Gold Fields, Thousands of them are to be
tourd on coffee, tea and rubber plantations, not obly
ip Malabar, but in various other South Indian planta-
*ap tracts. As a sample of the enterprise of this
' zcommunity, it may be mentioned that the first motor
bus service established in Malabar was organised and
started by a small Moplah Syndicate. The wooden
ship-buildiog industry at places like Calicut, Beypore
and Ponnani has beeu kept alive, notwithstanding the
advent of steam mainly through the enterprise of
Moplah merchants and shippers, who gave it a very
distinct impetus duriog the war, when steam tonnage
had so largely disappeared from the Indiao seas, and,
in this connection, 1 am reminded that the oply inland
sleem boat service, that between Tiiur and Poonani, is
also due to the enterprise of the Moplab. For picking
up a good business idea and turning it t6 account, the
Moplah is all there. The moment an ice faciory was
set up some years ago in Calicut, some few Moplabs
started railing fresh fish, packed in ice, to Qoty, Poda-
nur, Bangflore and other more or less ‘distant railway
statioos. Similarly, when a demand sprang up a few
years ago in Western and Upper India for the better
varieties of Malabar maogues, the Moplah quickly dis-
covercd that there was mouey to be made, and since
then, residents in the-districts have found it difficult to
obtain the best local maogoes, as the Moplah buys up
the produce wholesale and rails it off where n.uch
better prices are obtainable. In a word, thrift, industry,
perseverance, 8 nose for business openings, pluck to
put up with a reverse and 2 determination to make the
most of a bad situation are smopg the oulstanding
characteristics of this race, whose vicesand weakpesses
Lave therefore been depicted for the most pert, to the
exclusion of the good points, which are ackpowledged
by those who have an intimate acquaiotance with the
communtty.

The Moplah is undeniably a tond parent and son, a
genuioe iriend, who would stand by you come what
may. He possesses a sepse of sclf-respect in the rough
and won't stand being sat upon when be finds he does
oot deserve it, but bis sense of juslice is by no mcans
undeveloped and when Justly punished, he bears no

malice. 1bave no desite 10 minimise his intepse
lanaticism or those auti-social traits of bis that bave
made him natorious, but fanaticism is largely due to 2
combination ol*causes, chief among them being the
poverty of the Moplah masses in the region to which
iavatical outbreaks have always been restricted and the
teachiogs of a prigsthodid, . whel#o a.large extent, are a
good dezl moeebigotten than leamed or cultured,
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SOME INDIAN EXPERIENCES
Bv A WesteRNER

The following from the Homstead Sy lement
The Farmers Weekly by Elsie M, Cn[l?e) wﬁ[ll ll:g
read with interest gy our resders ;-

We lch South Atricg_on the 6th last month
the s.5. Xarapara ﬁ:ﬁéhbugbhp. and aft(rozﬂ:n:;
interestir g voyage of Dineteen days, having called at all
the East Coast ports, we arrived ip Bombay on Supday
the z5th. It is a wonderfu} city, and there are just
u;ou-;;.ud_s and thousands of Indians everywhere, AJl
the chemists, or the greater oumber, are o by them
and all the railway officials are Indiang toa, Thcre.,
are many deautiful buildings in Bombay, and palms

and bright tropical flowers everywheje. The public
gardens are too lovely for words, and were presented
to the city by one ol Lhe rick Parsees of the Ilagd.

There are flowers of almost every desc;iption, and

numbers of banyan trees. They do look 36 queer with
their untidy-lookiong roots hanging down groundwards !
We motored up to Malabar Hill at sun@et; hrom
there one obtains a beautitul view obthe city and the
sea. It was almost indiscribably,lovely watching the
lights coming out oue by one, and all the ships being
lit up. On ope band was the sunset glow reflected on
the water. ' Ob the otherthecity. . .. .
At almost every comer there are beggars, some of
them entreat for alms,*crying out that they are starving
(o death, elc,, elc,, while in many cases they are [atter
and healthier jooking than many of the little patives
out in Africa} : :
. On Monday night we left by train on the G. 1. P,
for Muzaflarpur, which is in Bihar, and after a very
interestiog jowrney we changed at Gia into the E. I, R.
as far as Patoa, which is the capital of Bibhar. There
we crossed tbe Ganges in a little' steamer, taking fiity
miputes from baok to bank. It was exceptionally fuil
then, owing to the heavy Monsoon rains, and was
between two and three miles in -width, A
The country in parts is just like Natal, really, and
one has the seme kiod of vegetation practically every- -
where. N o . .
“On our way we passed many rice lands, It is all
placted under water, and a rather pale groen in colowr,
but very pretty. Numbers of patives were preparing
hemp for the facteries, and were beating it in water to
separate the fibres.

The catile out here a.e entirely different irom the

Africap ones, and are very much smaller; in colour they
are white with slate-grey hunips, and very small horns.
Ove often sees them drawing vehicles like Scotch
carts, but such: queer ones I=ttiey are all made ot
wood, even the entire wheels, it fs quite a common
occurence to see them coliapse on the road . .

Last week one of our neighbours invited us over to
see 2 Hindu feslivdl some miles away, as it was one of
the chief ones of the year, and there was to be 2 pro-
cession of elephants at sunset well worth seeing. >
. In the moming we.drove-out; and by kind permission
of the lacdlord, we were ailowed to ride round to the
fair on two of his elephants. It was grea. fun, and
they went slowly enough to enable us to see every-
thing plainly. L .-

There were thousands and thougands of natives, and
most of them were crowded round the stalls whevs ali
sorts of things were to be sold, sweets and %ikes at
one, wonderful brasswork vases, b{m_l#hmp stands
pots, ashtrays, dishes, and plates, 3 another, musling,
silks, priots, turbans, silver Liraklets, bead necklaces,
clay pots, pans, monkeys, eléphants, people, carts and
all sorts of things at others. One end of the fare wase
devoted to the selling of cattle and horses, and_ such
numbers of them I have never seen before. . ring
the late noon we were asked to go and seg:tHe Baby
(landlord) who is a kind of Rajah in /48 way, and -is
enormously rich, . We drove into the court yard of the
palace where the elephants (18 in number) were being
propared for the procession. Qur guide ushered ;ns
upstairs into the sitting-room overlookin the court
yard where we are to wait until the - Babi and_ap
family—son and gravdson—shou}gdfome in, - “~

EasTern TrapriNgs™ =~ -

While we were waiting we watched the ele
beivg robed for the procession. Their hendr h::t(;
cars were all painted in most startling colours of purple,
red and yellow! The chief one was hung with_cloth
of gold and decorated with gold ornaments The
howdah or ridiog chair was also made of gold, and 22
years ago cost £11,00p )., «On this one the Babh rode.
His son's steed was hupg with grey cloth worked in
scarlet, the howdali of which was made of silver. The
rest were simply covered with scarlet and gold cloth
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