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N the House of Commons on the 22nd instant, sags
H Reuter, M_r. Montagu, Secretary of State for India,
was questioned, and admitted that Mr. Gandhi
proposed to boycott the Prince of Wales' visit to India.
. He said that the disloyal project found but little tavour,
and he was confident the Prince would receive a welcome
in India equal, if not more than equal, in the enthusiasm
of the reception given te him in other parts of the
Empire. Mr. Montagu did not reply- when asked if
Mr. Gandhi was the same man wha stirred up sedition
in South Africa until he was expelled. The Nala
Adperftser correspondent adds that Mr. Montagu ex-
pressed his readiness to support any steps the Govern-
ment of Tndia thought necessary as regards Mr. Gandhi’s
-actions. o -

We do not think it necessary to refate the ignorant
insivuations of this Member of Parliament. ILu South
" Africa, everyone, from the Prime Minister downwards, .
knows the character of Mr. Gandhi and the nature of

his public work. Sedition was and still is the last thing |-

he could be capable of.

The Soutk Afvican Sugayr Journal (Durban), the
official organ of the South African planters’ union,
in its latest issue relerring to the voluntary repatriation_
of Indian says;—

In view of the Government's desire to repatriate
"at least 20,000 Indians, a special effort might-be made
at this juncture to induce the Government to permit
recruiting north of Latitude -22, and to bring down
an experimental lot of bovs for working on the sugar
estates, A practical demonstration would soon show
the suitability of those boys for Coast work, anrd this
would, no doubt, go very {ar to amelicrate the extremely
serious labour position which now confronts the sugar
industry. We cannot help expressing . the hope,
_however, at the same time, that the Government will
not be successful in removing any large number of
Indians fram the Coast Areas, and there is no other
labour which can satisfactorily replace them, No
doubt the offer of free passages willbe a great in-
ducement to miany Indians. The Government is-
taking a mean advantage in attempting to lure them
froad the country, and the sugar industry will be per-
feclly justified in puttingforward all the opposition
possible to prevent them achieving their purpose.

A correspondent writes from Suva (Fiji), to the
Bombay Chsomcle :— .

“ Indians in Fiji who come uoder indenture—lost
their caste and sacrificed everything of their home and
family life that was sacred—are faced with the pros-
pect of being deprived by the Fiji ‘Government . of
the gold sovereigns they may have hoarded on em-
barkation for return to India. Many have-paid heavy
premium for obtaining this gold and further we con-
sider that evan those who hald currency notes of the
Fiji Government should be given corresponding cash
In gold il the Fiji Governmeant will be fair to them.
Let those poor ex-indentured slaves carry their gold
from Fiji to India, without any hindrance from any
law or otherwise, and they will take their chance of

o ___NOTES AND NEWS
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gettiog rupees in exchange or converting the gold into
articles ot . jewellery for their women and children,
Any other course would be down-right robbery, *

We regret to chromicle the démise of the late
‘Soobraya Moodeliar whn passed away last Friday in his
ninety-sixth year, at the Durban Railway Barracks,

" Durban, The deceased arrived in this Colony in 1864

and had been in ths service of the Natal Government

Railways for 40 years as chief Sirdar. He held the™
position of Trustee of the Railway Hindu Temple for,
the Tast 30 years. He was a man of kind disposition

and endeared himself to all who came in contact with

him. His remains were laid to fest in the Durban

Cemetery, aud the large gathering preseat at the grave-

side proved the popularity of the deceased. He leaves

several sons, daughters and prand-children to mourn

their loss, to whom the heartelt sympathy of the Tn-

dian public is offered

We published fa our last wéek’s issue, a - sample of
the South African’s League's advertisements, and this is
another one appearing in the Durban morning paper :—

WANTI-ASIATIC ARMY N

1,000 earnest white men and women wanted to
entol in first battalion of the South Africans’ League.
Objects, legislation to resist Asiatic encroachmlents in
European skilled crafts, commerce, indus;tries. tarm-

*ing, and residential areas.”

/

" London, July—19.—The Colonial Office notifies
that, in view of the fall in the exchange®value of the

- Indian rupee, which is at preseat current in East Africa
.at two shilliogs, the importation ot Indian coin and

currency notes into Kenia, Uganda, and Tanganyika is
prohibited. Persons arriving in East Africa are allowed _
to introduce a smalt amount of Iodian currency for
personal use, as the Customs authorities may deter-
mine.—Reuter. '

o’

Bombay, July 18.—The Zwmes op Indea, in dis-
cussing the position ot the Indians’ in Kenia Colony
{ British Eagt Africa), demands that tne Government
should insist oo an absolute equality for the Indians.
A native meeting at Bombay has resolved to protest
against the treatment of Indians in British East Africa.
Reuter. :

¢

Johannesburg, July 2r.—The question has again
arisen of the Town Couucil supplying tramcars for
coloured people. The Council, however, is placed in
a difficult position. The Supreme Court says it has to
provide travelling facilities for ecloured people, quite
apart from which the Council recognises its respon-
sibilities to them, but it is faced by the fact that, owing
to the sharp turng in the streets of the town and the
leneth of the cars, tenders connot be used. The main
difficulty appears tc be a shortage of cars. ' We have

‘not got enough cars lor the white people let alone

catering for the coloured population, ” said the chair- .
man of the Tiamway Committee to-day. “1f we
could put on special cars for coloured people we
would do so,” Thus the Council is between-.* the



INDIAN

240

OPINION

. JoLy 3orH, 1920

devil and the deep,” as he expressed the matter.—
Naial Mescury. ‘

—

We understand that Messrs, Ismail Bayat, Léo. R.
Gopaul, L. Gabriel and A, Christopher were appoioted |
by the Durban Committee of the South  African

*- National Indian Coungress to give evidence belore the
Provincial Select Committee in connection with the
various municipal Ordinances now before the Provinc-
jal Council. We have, however, no further informa-
tion on the subject. ‘ . .

—

#Messrs. Benard L, E. - Sigamoney, E. .J. Chponoo
and 6. Mungar were deputed by.the Durbar and Dis-
trict Indian Teachers’ Association to meet . the Natal
Educational  Authorities op the many difficulties the
Judian teacher works under. - They were received by
Mr. Hugh. Bryan, Secretary of Educatior, and  were

 giyen 8 yost patiept and spmpathetic hearing,

A writer ip the Zgtest says that there seemsto be a
considerable amoynt of _discontent in the mpinds of the
“Indian ‘mynicipal emgloyees in connection with their
wages. It appears the Indian employees sent in a
petifion for an inctease last year, and the heads of the
departmept were asked to make 3 report, and the
matter has been put off from day to day to the detri-

ment of the Indian workers. =’ .

-~

Lﬁndo;:, July 27.=The Morning” Pps¢ states that
the visit of the Prince of Wales. to India hag been post-
poned awing to ill-health.—Reuter. - ‘ .

London, July 27.<+Sir Michael Q’Dwyer, late Lieut- ]
Goveruor of the Punjab, writes a lengthy letter to the
Mopning Fost regarding the Amritsar riots and com-
plains.of the harsh treatment of officers administrating
. martial law in India. He declares that the persecu-
tion of offizials and loyal Indians by extremists justifies
his action in coonection with General Dyer's order.
- He declares that he applied for leave to resign from-
-the “Service atan early date. He pays a tribute to
officers and ‘men in the Punjab for their services during
the war aund in last year’s rebellion.—Reuter.

Reuter, Johannesburg, sends the following message
dated July d7:— 3 o :

" It appears that 400 Indians receatly left the Uaion
by steamship, having chosen to be repatriated accord-
ingto the law. - - o '

Mr. Ritch, wha frequantly represents the Indians in
the Gourts of the Unian Government, has offered
.Aag.and & free passage ta every Indian who wished to
returo to his own country. ~He said, further, that
thers was a definite demand for [ndian labour in itself,
-and that Sir' R. ‘Tata, the Pafsee millionaire, had ex-
pressed himsell as able “to. employ a considzrable ]
number, but he (Mr, Ritch) felt, nevertheless, that
the Indian community was certain thal the. invitation
extended tp it to ga in for repatriation, wis made with
the desire of gatting rid of its members finally, since
suc’ll_n hi:lkhwq‘:ll-i nat be pgtmitted o return, T

"hpugh the steamet ¥mkloft took 400 repatriat

Indians, there were berths for 6oo, 4 ; fepina «d

We mnst say that the above message is poy : uite
clear to us. Wa are, therefore, unable to malceqany
camment on it beforg we kaow what Mr. Riich really
means.to gay. - - R

_' o i ——
- We stated in our last week's issue that Mr, W
. s e ' ynne:
Cole, Repatriation Gommissioner, was going to address
a meeting on Saturday last at Rawat’s Bio Hall,

This information was given to us by Mr. Wynne-Cole
himself. But, we were given to understand later that
the convenor of the meeting was Mr. C. R._Naidoo
who left for Iadia by the ss Umhioti. Owing to
his absence, we understaud, the meeting was not held,

-We are informed that a meeting is called at the
Hiodu Tamil [ostitute,. Cross Street, Durban, pn
Monday, znd Angust, 1920 at 4 p. m. for the purpose
ot passing a resolution expressing joy at the release of
Prol. Bhai Paramapand M.A,, in India. .

All are kindly invited to attend.

The writer of * The Indian World” column’ in the-
Nataz Adveritser referring to phe new draft ordinances
promoted by the Durban Corporation, says:—In
Durban there are several Indian Ratepayers’ Associa-
tions and except for a hall-hearted protest against
thesé ordinances, they have done bpothing further,
The opportunity to give evidence before the Select
Committee was their’s but they failed to take it.
To-night the ordinances come before the Provincial
Council; to-morrow the_ individual Indian Ratepayers
will suffer because their Associations had not vigour-
ously moved on their behall in the defence of  their
. civic rights and privileges. : '

THE XKRUGERSDORP JUDGMENT
E have before us a copy of the judgumeat de-
livered by fhe Appellate Couri in the case
of Dadoo Ltd., and others persus the Muni-
cipal Couacil of Krugersdorp. It is the final word on
the question 6f whathet aa-Indian. limited liability
compaay. could, prior to the passiag of Act 37 of 1919,
legally become the owners of landed property in the
Transvaal.” It was conteaded that the acquisition of
property by Asiatic Companies was in fraudem legis. of
- Law 3 of 1885 and of the Gold Law of 1908 under
which no Asiitic was capable of being the ownzr of
fixed property io the South African Repub.ic and that -
no coloured person could acquiré any right of resi-:
" dence or. ocoupation of mining geouad other than as
servanis. In other words it was said to be an evasion
of the spirit of these laws.. The judgment is a lengthy
one and goes fully into the question of the alleged
“fraud.” The learned Chief Justice hys now dscided
that whereas an Asiatic or two pirtners could not
legally have becoms owners of the stands in  Krugers-
dorp a Company consisting of the same persons
-conld. It is thus'proved that there was no evasion of
the law.. Everything that wis dque had a legal
tion. It was'a question ol avoiding the restrictidns
of a statyte. It thus appears- that the fear thar all-
those companies registered prior to the passing of -
37 of 1979 would be declared illeg1] was  groundless.-
Under that law it is specially declar:d that trom and
_after May 1st tg1g, Law 3 of 1885 shall be construed
as prohibiting the owaership of fixad proparty by "any”
company in which Asiatics possess a controlling in-
terest. The Act has no application to property ac-
. quired helore the date. The judgment is satistactory
in that it protects the legal rights of companies alreadg'
formed at the time of the passing of last year's Act}
ft does not, however, do away with the legal disabilities |
in regard to the ownership of landed propar y' by Asia-
tics; and, as the 1,3?? now stands, no more property can be”
.acquired by cqmpanies in which Asiatics possess 2

-
< -

controlling interest,
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LABOUR PROTESTS AGAINST THE
"~ AMRITSAR ATROCITY
MEETING 1N LoNpoN .

" . PUNISHMENT OF THE GUILTY DEMANDED

‘A meeting of protest against the whitewashing re-

ait of the Hunter Committee, to demand the recall
‘of the Viceroy, Lord Chelmstord, and ‘the impeach-
ment, f Sir Michael O'Dwyer, the late Goveroor - ot
the jib, was beld at Olympia, Scarboreugh, cn
rsday, June 24. © . - R
,:I:-h 'he Cyhgirman, Mr . Robertson\,"—M.P., ‘s:id, that
thePxmritsar affair wps probably _ne of the ‘most
gerions events in the history of India since the govern-
ment was taken over by the British.- Distanc: made
o~ difference to a horror or atrocity, and the . Indian
‘people’ prefrred to have their- case put ‘before the
%ritish' people, who he- hoped, would soon be- the
‘domloant tactor in the Government of their own
pation. How would the British people lik¢ it if India
‘domioated their country and” if every official was an
India, it the material wealth of. their couniry was
being exploited for the benefit of an alien race? The
“bet could not get out of = country when it was
gb'vérned'cohtrar'y to the traditious and the 'aspjratiui:s
dt the people. - C e
'~Mr. J. M. Parikh said that the conduct of British
officials in India, the high. price ‘of" food, and other
measures brought about a state ot uvorest in the minds
"of the people. There were - forty .millions who, even

in ordinary times, did aot get one square mill a day. ]

{Shame.)  During the war there was a state of recruit-
meift which might be called -'conseription, - abd there
was a fecling against the wiy the War Loan was raised.
“Fhere was no freedom of the Préss—no freedom of
speech, and there was the Defence of India Act, simi-
Jlar v D.O.R.A,, which would probably become per
minent on the Statute Book. ~Opposition was offered
8 an occasional day of fasting and prayer ‘dnd the
people gathered together. -They got very excited and
tvo well-knowa men were arrested. The people ‘went
40" a body to- mdke application to the authorities for
the release of these men, but were stoppéed bya pic-
quet. The peopie insisted and - attempted to push
thelr way through. The result was instant firing; and
‘and the whole'town went -mad. India was not going
'to-leave this alone, and it was absolutely - that those
. responsible should be brought to justice, "and soon.
*The Repoert of the Hunter Committee said that Gene-
tal’ Dyer was honestly doing his work accerding to his
conception of duty. Were they to accept-that theory?
Ne; pupishinent was necssary and it should be meted
out according to the decision ‘of a Cotrt of Law
These gentiemen should be tried in this country- for

the simple reason that before the Committee was ap- -

pointed the Government of India knew well what had

lekeh place and, therefors, passed a Bl which pro-~

vided ' shat no one in India coutd institute crimipal
proceegiigs agaiust any officer of the British Govern-
e ok, Y *He .understood that there was now a similar
il betore Parliament, and it that was passed there
wouid be no hope of bringing to justice any of those
-Tesponsible for Amritsar, Unless this was done it had
been decided that there would be nd ‘co-operation by
lndiaqs with the Goverpment. . D

.- Mr."'B. G. Horpiman s»id seventeen bundred wit-

_besses, who were not heard by'the Hunter ‘Committee, |

Were called by the eommissioners appointed by the
Indian National Corgréss. The horrors and atroci-
lies, in the inge buity of their cruelly and their brutality,
surpassec even (he operations of the Germans during
the War, and of the Belgians on the Congo. To saying
this he was not guilty of any exaggération; atrocities
of a similar nature bad-besn, in a more or less degree,
committed by British officials, civil and military, -in

India. When Scarticroughi and other places were |

‘bambed by Germans indignation and “htirror were ‘ex-
Pressed by the people, yet, in Iodia last-year, General

- Dyer was responsible for acrial attacks -on p&celul

vitlages, on villagers peacetully walking in the streets, -
on peasaots working peacefully at the plough, and
actually on the boarding-house of a school. And th
found Mr. Montaga laying d own_that while the use of
seroplanes was not desirable, in cases of emergency

-it was justifiable and necessary, althongh it might not

be possible to guarantee that innccent people would
not suffer with the guilty. At this time there was not
a state of rebellion. ~ Sir Michael O’'Dwyer was hold.
ing a public Durbar, but Martig! Law was proclimed.
A telegram was sent to the Licutenant-Governcr of the
Panjab stating that the place was -periectly. quiet, that .
therfe was 0o sort of disorder, ard tbat Martial Law
was quite uonecessary. In-regard to the demand for
the recall of Lord Chelmstord; the Government, after
all that had happened, aiter all these things, for which -
he was primarily responsible, had given him an ex-
pression of confidence in his-discretion and in regard
to- his conduct, as high as they could give to any man
who had performed his duty accordiug to the highest .
standards. Lord - Chelntsford"s appointment was
shrouded in mystery; he had no special qualifications.
Surely a country of 3000,000,000 people was deserving.
of one ol the: best men in the front rank ol public. life.
One reason, perhaps, for the appointment was that
Lord Cheimsford happened to_be the sop-in-law of
Lady Wimborne and 3 friend of Mr. Fieddie Guest,
who, he supposed, held Mr. Licyd George in the
hollow of hig'hand. "There woyld .he bo hope _of any
action being taker unless the people of. this ceunity

" made such a row as would Irigbtes Mr. Llpyd ‘George

into realising that it was safer to tSeall Lord Chelmw
-ford, than to oblige Mr. Freddie Guest. =~ - =

Mr. Hotlord Koight said these lgrrible event§ 'in
India happenéd not only in our vame, but from a type
of man we had to watch if we were going to ayoid
dangérs to ourselves, and if we were going to do our"
duty as our loretathers would have wanted us to do so.
This type ot man was at work ia Ireland—it was the -
main issye of the war; and udless the people took care,
this type of mao would be at work in this country. -

Mr. George Lansbury said ibat it the public of
England reaily knew the facts they would not only de-
mand, but ‘they would get - the impeachment of the
men who were responsible tor the Amritsar atrucities,
"There were [ew people who.were fit to <govern  their
own children and he did rot koow of any nation that
was fit to govern another nation, He did not - believe
in the destioy of the British - or any other people to.
domioate the world, ~ They should not domipate, buf -
co-operate. “The wholg-question of our relationship ta
India and other nations of 3 like kind rested on the -
‘need for a new sort of spirit in our attitude towards
other nations, It was useless to talk about more law
and chapges of government. What was pecded in the
warld to-day was a very commonly called thiog—a
change of heart. - There had.got to be an emtirely
difterent. outlock, They could do what they liked
with th. se people, but while the sam: spirit and -the .
same machinery remained the sape things would be
happening to-morrow There was only one royal
road-<siocerity towards one anocther. —

A resolution denouncing the atrocities, demanding
the recafl of Lord Chelmsford, and the tral “and
punisbment of those responsible for the crimes was
then carried, with only one dissgntient. .

. Concutreotly with the above meeting an opeg air
demonstration was held on the sands by the Jnde-
pendent Labour Party and Mr. J. M. Parikh held a-
large audience with a racital of the gppression prac:
tised in India by representatives af the British people.
So interested were the crowd, which included many
‘of the delegaies of the Labour Canferences, as_well as
residents in Scarborough, that the speaker was in-
vited- to, addrress another weeting the lollcwing
evenlog; © . - ; v, - .

Oa ﬁ'ridqy."‘gqoiher large démopstration was held on

the sands,- presided 6ver -by Councillor Blizaxd; J.P.
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After the Chairman had given a detailed accouot of

he Indian National Congress, the mesting was ad-
':lressed by C.R. Morden, Labour .Caudldate for Fin-
sbury, who, speaking 3s aun Iudu!n and-a.member-of
the British Committee of the lndian Natioaal Con-
gress, appealed to the sense of fairplay and jostic
of the British people to right the wrongs of India.
The War had been undertaker in the interests of selt-
goveroment for semall- pations—so at least it was
claimed. It was a war to end war, and peace could
ouoly came by-given self-government 16 peoples. -
Myr. J. M. Parikh followed and agiin described the
way in which lodia sufiered from civil and military
oppression. He was interrupted by two soldiers, but
ooe of them, who was given {ive minites on the plat-
form, cut a very sorry figure, for he challenged several
_gtatements which Me. Parikh was able to prove correct
from the evidence printed in the Hunter Committee’s
Report.—/ndia. .

INDIANS ABROAD
(By Mz. C. F. ANDREWS N Young Ind:g.)
(Continwed fram page 237)
' L ‘

But even all this experience, which I have narrated
concerning Natal, did not convince me that I was on
the wrong line. 1am an Eoglishmao, and we are a
stubborp people to convince, when we have got an
ideal strongly into our minds. , - ;

In Fiji, I slarted again with the old assumtion. I
assumed that indenture vould be worked, it only it
was worked difterently, that a very short period of
indenture would be like an apprenticeship, such as
every English working lad has. to-go through in my
own country. I did not see that, in this matter,
Eogland is a free country -and India is not free; in
Eogland even-the pnorest. peasant has elementary
education, while in Jndia the .peasants canoot even

,write their own names in their own mother-tongue.
I had missed over these, and 2 great maoy - other,
differences. - - -

What I saw in Fiji, the first time, did not altogether
‘tonvince me of my mistake. I remained too long at
‘Suva, negotiatiog with the Fiji Government and trying
to come to some terms which would be a compromise
and could not altogether destroy the indenture system
and indenture recruiting. I did, however, see many
thingy which opened my eyes still further. I saw the
great Sugar Mill at Nausori on the river Rewa and
went in_and out of the coolie * lines’ there with Mr.
Pearson. The faces of the women told their own tale
of misery and shame, and Mr, Pearson and I came
away sileaced at heart, Later stilfy I visited alone _
some quarters at Navua which were even worse than
those at the Rewa River, I made discoveries of
cruelties and oppressions which were iatolerably dis-
gracetel. With Mr. Pearson's help, and with the
assistance of Indians ga the spot,” we unravelled the
terrible records of the domestic life in the ‘line’'—
the sexual jealousy and quarralling, the murders and
suicides, the little children whose parentage even was
not kiown, the women who sold themselves first and
then their own daughters tor & life of shame.

Is seems to me very strange now and quite un-
accountable, that all this did not econvince me,—I
am telling the story of my weakness of insight just as
it occurred,—but Icame back stiil persisting in the
idea that a compromise was possible. I insisted,
against' the advice of my best Indian friends, in .puob-
lishing this comprowmise in the' Report, It still re-

- mains there, and it gives me a pang to-day, every time
I turp over the pages aad see it.  But, as I have said,
we English are a stubbom people, -

_Then, I was obliged to go out a second time in
Fiji. -By this tige,. thiogs had happened, both in
India and ia Fifi, which had fully convinced me that

I was wrong, and that the compromise I had suggested
would be worse than useless; it would be only a
gilding of the bars of the prison-cage; it would not se;
the prisoners iree. : . N S

But though I had been couvinced, I had my pra-’

hitia to do; and this compelled me to go out for
a second time to Fiji. _—

This time, I did not stay s0 long in Suva. I went
more in the coolie ¢lines’ themselves. I weut up
and down the country. Ilived as much as possible
with Iadians and I was constantly sitting andetalling
in the coolie *lines’ in the midst ‘of the labgisrers.
Io this way, the fact was brought into my mind. at last
with the hot iron of pain thaf the indenture systgm
could not be revised in any form or shape, howéxpr
modified and mitigated, It was bad through -and
through, and Indians must not be induced any looger,
under any system, to go-abroad to work on the Sugar
Company Estates, The ,greed of capitalism and
money-making was certain to come in; and the In-
dian village labourers ignorance and - inexperience
would .be exploited, ) I '
" When -1 came back to India, aiter this second
visit to Fiji, I thought that my teianing and education
in this matter was finally over.: I wrote with all my
heart and spoke with all my heart about my experience.
The Planters and Sugar Companies in Fiji saw
clearly the change which had come to my mind .and
I received the reward. of being slandered and abused

Bat event yet, | found, I had a further lesson to.
learn. I had imagined that in any country, such
as Fiji, or Trinidad, or Natal, when once the inden-
ture system was #l] over and the best indentured la-
bourers had been set free, there would be an almost
immediats recovery. The whole ‘Indian community
would lift up its head again, and the Indian la-
bourer, feeding their new—won freedom, would rapidly
regain « position of independence and also a reason-

" able wage:for their laboursi a7 ~dem 5 w0 e troom

I had not understood, how deep the evil of indens
ture itself had gone, how it had eaten out the very
life and soul of freedom, how extremely. difficult it
would be for the labourers ‘to recover, even when
they were actually set free. I had to go out a second
time to South Africs, just as I had been obliged to
go a second time to' Fiji, aod there .1 discovered  for
mysell, without any oune pointing it out to me, this
new and most zlarming fact. : . .

Instead of the Indian labourers in Natal recovering.
themselves rapidly after the indentured recruiting had
been. stopped and they themsevles had been - set -
iree, I found them actually in a worse ecounomic posi-
tion than they were on my former visit. Reckoning
into the accouut the rise in prices of all commodities

their wages were actually ot less purchasing value in

1920 than they had been'in 1913-14. Even their .
outward condition showed this, They were more
miserable’ more discontented, more pitiously anxious
to be seot back to India. e

I found out how, while the average wag&éoi the
Kaffir and the Zulu had been increasing, the ‘statistics
sbowed that the average wage of the Indian had beén;
decreasing.. Everything pointed to the probabitliv.y{
if not to the.certainty, that the Indian labourer would
sink below the level.of the Zulu and the Kaffir. .

My heart went out to. these: Indian -labourers.in
Natal with iotense pain. It was our fault, our fault
in India, that they were there at all. We had let this
system go on almost uachallenged .for nearly sixty
years and this was the result. And I felt -more..
strongly than I can say it, that, if ours had been the
blame, then ours must be the remedy. We must not
allow our Iudian feliow-countrymen to ~sink lower
and lower below even the level of the raw Kaffir who
had just come out from the Kraal. We must not
allow it.  Wherever there was a wish on the part of-
theze labourers, who felt themselves sinking and did

| not know how to rise, wherever : there was a decp
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joogiiig on their part fto. go home to. India, the
motherland, and there to make & new start, we must
do our part in fulfilling that wish. Ouo their return
to India we must see that they are not left stranded -
and helpless. ‘ =

and still I bad to learn one more lesson, this time
from Fiji. I had rejoiced, with itense joy, at- the .
welcome news that the last indentured labourer was
free—that, for Indians, Fiji was now a land of free-
_ dom; wot of bondage: And then, withio a little more
thandae short month, the news came over the wires
that there had been a strike and rioting and men shot
“down and Indian leaders depoited. From Mr. D, M,
mial’s letter it is clear, that there was a concerted
attempt to keep down wages, ‘and that the military
had been used to-terrorise the people into submission.
Militant capitalism here again showed itselt, in all
its cruelty and oppression. Justas in Natal, in 1913 .
‘there bad been sbocting down of Indians, and the
use of military force to crush the 'spirit of indepe-
pdence, so now the same thing had happened in Fiji.
~ What, then, is the final outcome of itall?" What
‘is .the moral, which bas to be learned by heart?
Surely it is,- © Never again’.—Never again, must ig-
norant Indian village men and women be exploited
in this manner! ¢Never againl’ -

. And the words, reported as uttered by Dr. .Mehti :

‘ol Rangoon, gwve the same lesson, in another form. -
_“Why ", he said, * stnd out Commissions of Enquiry?
Send aut no more Commussions of Engusry. Send
ships,—skips o brang them bach.” i

-
.

NATAL LIENSING LAWS,
PROPOSED AMENDMENT

- At a meeting of the Natal Provincial Council last
week Mr. Hulett moved * That His Hooour the Ad-
minstrator is hereby requested-to-brimg-in ~a-drait
Ordinence, this session, if ‘possible, zmending the
retail licensing laws 6f the Province so as to provide
-{a) that transfer of licences either to premises..or to
persons be prohibited; (b) that no new licences be
gronted _ to any person until the same has been ap-
proved- of by the Executive Comumittee; (c) to dis-
.allow any appeal to any Court of Law against the
-decision of the Executive Committee in regard to new
licences; (d) generally to do away with :the present
regulations, re-frame 1egulations, and annex them to
the draft Ordinance goveroiug the issue of said lice-
‘nces; -(e) to do away with the present Appeal Board"
and make provision for the establishment of Appeal
Boards to be elected by property-pwoers in the Pro-
vioce,” : -

Speaking to the motion, Mr. Hulett asked to be
allowed to amend (a) as printed above from its form
on the order paper. This being granted, the mover
said at the election the question had been brought
before the candidates and discussed ia all its bearings.
A mangate had been given by the couatry constituen-
ties atrleast to deal with this question. - The law ot
~2897 laid down the strict provision as to the keeping
ol.-books by the licensee himself, but when it came to
be tested in the Supreme Court it was held that, pro-
vided the books were kept in Euglish by any person
under the authority of the licensce, the law was satis-
fied. ¥e thought this was not the iniention of the
Legislature, and it became necessary to alter the
licensing law. Section 8 applied .to . provision of
proper sanitary accomodation, He urged that the
Present licensing officers had peglected this provision,
witn the result that a state of affairs obtained in the
country which was a standing disgrace, It might be
urged that technical difficulties had resulted in hamper-
Ing the woik of the Licensing Officer, and if so then
it was all the more necessary to thresh the matter out
ou the floor ot the Chamber, and, it necessary, invest
the Licensing Officer with further powers. His
Wotion ovly dealt with licences, but he hoped that

~

., was a disgrace tothe Pruvince,

.

| .
the matter would be carried further, and the principle
made applicable to existing licences. The Durban
Town Councdd had adopted the very wise principle of
refusing- these licences and confining this class of
trading to & defioite quarter of the town. The existing
authority should-be abolished, and the decision of the

‘people as to whether this trading should be carried on

should be made to prevail in its place. The indiscri-
minate issuing of licences had gone to such ap extent
a8 to seriously alarm the people with whom the power
should rest. If necessary they must frame and pass
an Ordinance.to cope with the whole guestion and so
to frame it as to put a stop to a state of affairs which
Aaother blot was
that an appelant, after having framed “his reasons,
was permitted to appear again before the Appeal
Board and argue his case again. He urged oo the
Council that the matter was most urgent. As far as
new licences were concerned, the final decision must
rést with the Provincial Executive.

Mr. Russell seconded, '

Mr. Clarkson said that the cause of the whole thing ,

 was tBat in the past the Licensing Officer had had too

much power, and the motion did not go to the root
of the matter, . He would move an amendment that =
retail licerce renewals be prohibited, and that the
powers of the Licensing Officers be curtailed, He
knew of cases where licences badbzen applied for by
Europeans, and he wanted to see each trausfer treated

.as a oew licence, ' At present the licensing Officer

was free to flood the Province with new licences.
In the case.of opposed app ications, it was oniy the
question of wearing out the opposition, and in the end
the licence was pgranted. Tbe Licensing Boards
should have the pow-r now centred in the Licensing
Officer, and the o~ly thirg ao -applicact” nced make
clear was the necessity lor a new Liceace. His amend-
ment also substituted the Executive for the existing
Appeal ‘Boards. ‘There was po intention to imterfere
with any vested rights. He hoped the mover would
accept the amendment and keep the motion within
the four comers of the Act. '

Mr. Van der Merwe seconded the amendment,
which was supported by Mr. Fraser, who expressed
the hope that the dew legislation would be extended
to include Zululand. Fower should cot be left in
the hands of one individual to such an extent as to

‘turn him into an aut.crat,

The Administralor said the motion and the amend-
ment raised a very serious question to the whole
Province, and- he suggested that the debate be ad-
journed to give the Executive an opportunity of con-
sidering the views of the movers. He did not agrece
that the original intention was to make the storekeeper
keep his own bouks. A constitutional point wus
that it was not competent uoder the Finaocial Re-
lations Act for any Provincial Council to alter the
existing law g0 as to ¢ffect the rights of licensees or
applicants to'appeal to a court of law. The sus-
gestion was admiss.ble as far as new applications were
concerned, but it must be quastioned how far they
were entitled to interfere with translers.  He did oot
say the Executive was not a suitable body to act as un
appeal board, butit was op=nto the ohj:ction that

" political considerations might influence the decisions

of suich a body. He sug.e-ted that the Executive be
given a week to consider the matt r - :

On the motion vt Mr Green the d-bate was ad-
journed for a week. -

ANOTHER MOTION

Mr. Hulett, on behall of Colonel Rithman, asked
leave to allow to stand over for & w.ek the motion:
« (1) That this Councii retolves in terms of Section
87 of the South Africa Act, tv recommend strongly to
Parliament that, in the opinicn of this Council, the
Asiatic problem presents 2 serious menice (0 the
Union, and r-commends (a) while recommending
that the existing teours ol land by Asiatics should
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not be interfered with, no further acquisition of land
by purchase, lease, or other means, by Asiaticy shall
" be allowed; (b) no pew licences shail under any
circumstzaces be issucd to Asiatics; {cj no taosler of
oy existing licences to any Asiatic shall be permitted,
"but at the expiry of any licence held by an Asiatic by
the death of th: holder reasnable’ cimpeasation for
land and trading stock shail be paid; (d) that the

Government shall lsgislate on most drastic . lines .
agaiist the holding by any Europe’a}g or other perso1 .
of a licence on ‘behalf of any Asiatic; (¢) at such ..

future date as shall be fited by legislation all Asiatic
licences now held by compunies shall expire and
compensation shall be paid to such Rolders; (1) the
Urgency fot this matter calls for immediate saule-
meént by legislation. {2) That Mr. Chairmau be re-

* quested to convey the resolution by respectful address
to the Administraror for representation fo Parliament, ”
This was agreed to.—Natal Mescury,

-

GENERAL DYER -

A certain’ amsunt of mystery (says the lLovadon
correspondent of the Nata: Advertiser) appears quite
unoecessarily to have beco heap=d around the fawe
of Brigadier-General Dyer. The officer, it will be re-
membered, had been “requested to sign in consequence

of the report of the’ Hunter Commission on the -

Awyritsar shooting, - L S
. A few days ago it was widely anoounced _ thai the
+ Artny Couocil bad decided to
. tion of the Commandet-in-Chief in India and to exo-
~ netate Genetal Dyer and aliow him to ‘remain “in the
- Army. “Mr. Churchill in Parliameat, however,” says
there is no ttuth whatever in this [Iatter statement
It -appears that the Army Council are still ewaiting
the statemcot whizh Brigsdier-Geageral Dyer is- being
allowed to gubmit. He expressed an opinion that he
would "be able to make a statement by Wedaesday
last, June 16, but he asked lor a few more days’ - delay
to enable hlm to complete his statement, aad that is
how-the mattér stands.- All statements io the con-
traty are without auy kind ol authority, The subject
of the Amritsar rep-t hed been promised public
veotilation 1a the Hoase, a1d peopla wire looking
forward with_ censiderable ioterest to the debate
arranged for pext Mounday;but now the Secretars  of
State fof War asks for 1 postponement of the discus-

“sion.” This delag should not in jtself prove detri-
meatai to the interests of the gallant officers- con-

cerned. . ) o
~ EAST AFRICA - _
A Scuewe of Furunz_ GRrEATNESS -

Sir Theodore Morrison, who was a member of the
Council of India 1906-16, and attach=d to the politieal
stafl ot the British in East Atrica, in 4 letter to Zhe
Zimzs, Loundon, strongly supports the sdggestion made
by Lord Islington in the House of Lords lora Royal
Commission to examiné the political problems in the
Kenia Colony, Uganda and the Tanganyika territo-
ries, -

-

reverse the recommenda-;

ment of a powerful Goverament to deal with the pro.
blems an the spot, suzgests that gcographical reasony

“render the proposal of a united Government ' impracti-

cable, and expresses the opinioa that regular meetings

of 'Administrators be arranged, undér coaditions “that"

will pot remove them from their duties lfor long
periods, and suggests the use of aroplanes as a solution -

of the difficulty.—Reuter. © . -

<n-.;GENERAL DVER'S DESPAIR, . .

“T ém "g'i-Ie.'vibusly disappointed in '.Generatihyer,"

n he ‘ the

Hunter Commutee he spoke like a soldier aed j~
l :s

When he gave evidence of his actions betors™

(Ger)asn. Tneh, there was something of a flae syfirig
of uarepetentance about his assertions and a' care

appealed to the brute in his audience—that audiencs
being the millions of Endia. Though Dyer was fiated’
by [ndians for a cruel #xpest in massacte, the hatred

was touched with just a little adaiiration of honesty -

with which he disdained io €xcuse his actlons, But,
présamably, the voyage Hotme has unnefved the man

who was gives such a-rousiog’ send 6 at Jullunder:

the other day (by about tweaty people who' addressed
him_as the saviour of British Rule io India) To the
inevitable correspondent of the' Daly Mat! General
-Dyer acted no hooest ‘villain’s part Tha tewspaper-

man probed beoeath the bluster which the Hunter .
the result’ was
o amazing Squeal uttered apyarently by oné who- had |

Committee could ot penetrate. ~ And

forgotten his own' words spoken to the Hunter Com:
mittee. ~ “I had only thitty seconds in which to de-
cide” said the Dawy Masls Dyer. “I thought out
my proposed action catefully oo the march to Jalliag-
wallaghbagh, and.. decided. to.fire at. odce,—with a

latter -admissjon, that General Dyer would not be

e
ness ol the consequences of what he might say, which

- machine gun, if possible; ” said the Dyer who blustered .
befare Lord Huater. . Nane ever expected, aiter this

« copeicted out ol his own mouth by the, Huoter Com. .

LA mass meeting of Iridians-'will be held

He urges-that the Commission should be composed -

of men with'a wide
tration, and suggests
Alrican problems lies
ful Central Govrrament to deal with the problems on
the spot. : . '

He expounds a scheme for an
of which the various Colonies and Protectorates will
become Provinces, with a Governor-Geaeral gnjoying
a4 status comparable with the Viceroy of- Indis.—
Reuter. .

expericnce of tropical adminis-
that the true solution of the East

The Zimes, in a leader commenting on the sug.

gestion by Sir Theodore Morrisqn

: I that the true
solution of East Africap problems lies ip

the™ establish.

-

in the estabtishwent of a power-

East African Empire, -

mittee. And - though * at the moment of “writiog

{Thursday evening) the text of the Reposit bas nof

yet -baen published, its verdict against General Dyer *
is common property. The question that arises then, "

nuturzlly, is :—* What ‘of Sir Michael O'Dayer who -

venture to predict that Sir Michael
scatheless. —Looxkzr-ON . -

~ specially approved of the Massicre in the Gardea?" .

will dot escape™

 NOTICE .

_SOUTH AFRICAN NATIUNAL
 INDIAN CONGRESS ' .

under the auspices of the South African -

National Iadian Congress -('Marip‘l’a_ufg

Branch) in -the. H.Y.M.A. Hall, Gfurch -

Steeet, Maritzburg, - on Sunday the asti.

August, 1920, at 2 p. m,, for the considera-"
tion of the following business ~—
5. Minutes” '
2. Rules and Regulations
‘3. Election of officials ~

-4 Indian Repatriation scheme .

Cutt oy T
L i
TR

NALDOQ;: 5%, &
- Secretary:
"3 - T

5. General o
T S. R-‘
P, M. Burg, =~ -
371!:‘ July, 1910,
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SPECIAL NOTICE

This is-td notify the general Indian Pub-
lic of the Union tzat the annual selection of
the sit educated exempts for the Transvaal
will take place on the 18th, August, 1920.

Applications in regard to same, either

_direct from the applicant, or on behalf of an
‘person desirous of applying should reac{
the undersigned not later than the 14th

}Aﬁgust.

. Each application will be considered on its

}. merlts

. P K NA1DOO.
_ " Box 6523, . Hon, Secretary, -
'~ Johannesburg, -

July 27th, 1920,
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BOO KS FOR SALE

* To be obtainedl from the Indkn Opindent Fress, i’hoenfx,
- Natal, Postal Orders to be mhde payable sk Durbsn., -

.-..a..o.-n.-.-a".-on.-n-,....-
e B om-—.u-u;muu.

, We have just received the following books from Indh.. ’l'he :
prices gm:n include cost of postage :—

Price gost fréé 1 &

VI-Imdmsm, by Dr. Baroett 19
Letters of John ‘Chinaman - " x ¢
Prince of India: by J. L. P, Erasmus o 3
The Hon. Mr. Gokhale ind the Irndéntiiéd Systém 6

The Golden Number ol “Indian Opiniéa® . ~

Paper covers. - . T ‘a

‘Bound in clotb ' 2 §
Position of the Womep in the Yedas ~ _ o sk
Hindu Social Ideals, by P\ J. Mebta ~ e 7
M. K Gandhx, ” " s 7

The Story of the Ramayana, the Epic of . Rama -
A Study in 'Indian Ecovomics by P, Bannerji 4 4 -
The Hon, Mi. Gokhale's Totr in South Afrief : '

Special InpiaN OpiNiON. Scouvetir, G
| A Letter to s Hindu, or the Subjection of India;
- its Canse and Cure, by Leo Tolstoy . = 6
- Fields, Factories and Workshops. by Prince _
Kropotkin _ : ‘T 9
Unto ibis Last, T i 1
English Traits and Representame Men, by 7
- Emerson 110
Society and Solitudé and other Euays, by
Emerson 1

Reflections on the French Revolutlon, by Burke 1

1 A Boock—and its Misnomer - 7

Bhagavad Gita. Mrs., Besant's Translatios = 2
The Indians of South Africa, by H. S. L. Pols¥ 1 ¢
Memoir of the lite . J. Doke _ 83t
Asiatics Registation Amendment Act (19e8) :

~ in Eoglish and Gujarati
Registration Act (1908) Regulations, idh

" Epglisk and Gujarati )
The Ethics of Passive Resistance
Indian Home Raule, by M. K. Gandhi
Life of M. K. Gandhi (io Tamil) -

" (in Hmda)

Mahomed ¢ The Gyeat Arabian by Meredith

* Townsend
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