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B HE Durban- Town' Council, at its last meeting,
T approved of a recommendation of the. Estates

and Parks Committée that & restrictive: clause -

‘should be inserted in the Deedls of Cession and Trans-
ter of Corporation Jands at Umbilo, within the Borough,
to the effect that the. propertymight not at any time be
sold or transferred to Asmt:cs or persons ot Asiatics
-descent. .

We do not tilipk that the Countillors have well con-
sidered the matter or they would not have been so
hasty. Wae are of opinion that the clause is u/tra prres
of the Corporation Law and therefore of no effect. If

it is not, it ought to be. We understand that the res-
trictive clauses in the deeds of transier of certain

private lands -are also not worth the paper they are
written upon. - It stands to reason that the mere state-
ment that properties shall not be transferred o Asiatics
is of 'no consequence ualess there is a law actually

enacting such racisl discrimination which, so far as we’

know, does not exist,

It should be the business of the van'ous Indian Rate-

payers’ Associations in Durban to at once challenge the *

authority of the Town Council in this matter. Indians,
as ratepayers, are part owners of the properties which
are declared to be reserved for others; and, by keeping
silence, the consent of the Indian community may be
taken as: gwen.

From what we have been able to gather from the
- published evidence gives Lefore the Asiatic Commis-
sion in the Cape Province, it appears that there is but
one real grievance suffered by Indiaas, and that is the
power of Licensing Boards_to refuse licences without
giving reasons. This has often led to hardship ‘and

should be remedied. ’

The Commission is now sitting in the Transvaal

" which is the heart of the trouble regarding land and
trading questions. We may expect the Commissido to
open its proceediogs at Durban during this month.
There is, therefore, no time to lose in prepanng the
evidence.

We notice that Mr. J: Royeppen bas suggested to
the Commission that a reasonable solution would be to
reserve land for acquisition by such Indians only as

ave settled in the Union permanently their only home. .
“A permanent settler he considered to be ane ‘who has |

resided in the country lor 25 years and permanently
abandoned his home in India.

Mr. Royeppen, unfortunately, is unbalanced Be-’

cause he happened, through no merit of his own, tb be
born ip South Alrica, he magmes that he and others
like him -ought to be treated in a special manner.
They ought, in fact, to be segregated within a reserve
apart trom their Tndia-born brethren. And Mr. Royep-
pen would be willing to admit in his reserve a few
Indians mean and base enough to abandon their homes
in India in order to acquire land in this country.
. Enough said!

ﬁ

- officials, and = {ew non-official Indians.

NOTES AND NEWS - :

Apart from the outrage of it, it is also amusing to be
told {says.the Commontweal), that any memorial can be
got up for Sir Michael O'Dwyer, in the raising of which
aoy Indian can take any part; and yet an appeal has
been issued on behalf of such: & memorial, by certain
That the
memorial movement has little support from the Indian
public goes without saying; but what about the few
supportersi :The Tribune says :—

In the present case there are, as we know, many
persons in the province who got rewards during Sir
Michael O’'Dwyer's administration in the shape ot
squares of land or titles and sanads, or in some other
shape or form, aod it is not to be wondered at that
these men should cootinue their Akrmad for a little

- while after they have got the snam, especially as they

bave found from experience that there ismno finality in
the matter of s#amr, and paturally hope that the service

“rendered to a ruler even when he has ceased to be in
-office will not go entirely for nothing, Besides, it one

gets a reward of filty thousand rupees in kind, no doubt
for service rendered to Government, it does not cost

- one much to pay five thousand in cash in aid of a

memorial fund like the preseat. What one does not
understand or appreciate, what must, indeed, be stag-
geriog to ordinary common® sense and the sense of
decency is the audacity and the absolute brazentaced-
ness of an appeal to the general public to subscribe to

.2 fund like this, which, whatever its ostensible object,

could only be calculated to perpetuate the memory of
the shame, the humiliation and the wrongs inflicted
upon the Punjab by Sir Michael O'Dwyer, 2 memory
wich his successor—a ruler of a very different stamp—
has in spite of his best wishes and best eftorts found it
hard to wipe out 5o far. . ,

" WHITE AND BLACK LABOUR

T the Trades Union Cougréss, held recently in
Capetown, Mr. T. Boydell} M.L.A., expressed
pleasiure at seeing coloured delegates taking

part in their deliberations, He would not only say
that in Capctown, but would repeat it in the Tiansvaal,
Senator Ware, referring to the talk about the colour

_bar, assured them it did not exist in the' Labour Party.

We are-glad to koow this. Hitherto we have been
under the impression that there has beén a good deal

.of colour prejudice among the mbmbers of that Party.

As sensible men they should understand that they have

everything to gain by advocating a policy of * equal pay
for equal work, itrespective of sex or colour.” The

absurd idea that a man, because he is white, must have

the best jobs reserved for him at the highest rate of

wages, will pot hold with reasonable men. . And we

are glad to see Trades Union Congress passing such a ,
resolution as the following :—.

* That this Congress placés on record its strong pro—
test against the action of the workers of the Transvaal
whether in Goverament or in other employ, who recent-
y toock any part i forcing the Natives on the Rand
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mipes back to migerable servitude, sod proclaims its
adhesion to the policy of orgauisation of workers
irrsspactive of sex sad colour.” )

The Natal Mercury, in the course of a leading
article, suggests ‘that this indicates a split between the
Trausvaal and the other Provinces, and asks : *“Would
the Natal teades-unjonists work side by side with the
Indian? Yet that is the policy put forward by Mr.
Boydell. It is a dangerous path for the white workers
- to tread, for by its tendency they will be eventuplly
squeezed out of the country.” -

And then follows this piece of special pleading on
behal of the white man—because he is white - —

“ It is thought by & cantain sshonl of goliticiaas that -
if the wages were the samg: the whits worker woufd

always récelve prefsrence.” Byt would he? There are
otber contingencies besidgs wages, and it is a known
fact thet the Jodian, orthe Cape coloured, will give
a largar, qutput than the white man for the price paid,
and will produce mere (or the wage vffered. Thair
industry Is not chalned to the principle that tg go slow
is the proper caurse, and in arder to obtain the lion's
share of the -employment they would outdistance the
white worker, and there -is po “sentiment in business,
and the white worker shows noom, The decision
should bs a distinct waraiog to the white artsans that
thelr leaders are going somewhat too far in thelr.
battle against socalled capitallsm, ' )

Se we have heard the last of the “superiority” of
the whiteman! We are-sow told that be gives a lesser
output than the Jndian ar the Colouted map for th
price patd. The theory that, it the wages of the white
and coloured workers were the same, the white worker
would always receive preference, is shown to be false.

" Que wonld have thought' that respopsible journal
like the Mfervwry would hava pointed out o the white
workars the orror of thair ways, 3ud woyid have warned
them agafitst the dishonesty of  going slow. ” , But
instead of that, our contemporary warng the white
artigans “that their leaders are going somewhat too
for in their battle agaivst socalled capitalism, ” Doeg
the Mercury think that the whits warker, who admit.
tedly does less for the wages received then the coloured
worker, ‘and who deliberately « goes slow”, should still
be protected by the colonr-bar? Is it right that this
rotton pelicy should be bolstered up? Tao far! | 13
it mot ¢he while wprker, aad not the Trades Union
“Congresy, which has gone toa far? ' And ig not the
Hatas Mescury going altogether too far is suggesting
a¥ it undoubtedly does, thas the worthless white works
er shall be protscied, b¢ a colourhar, fram reaping
what e has sown, whilst the Tndin or selaured worker,
whatover his gapabilitias may be, is to be sondamogd ]
to ar inferior position simply aad solely bacause ha iy
not white ? o

R

ASIATIC TEST CASE
Licences Rerysep At Raumero

INDIANY APPRAL DIEMISSED

Johannesburg, April fa, (Special).—Ax important
test ensp has been decided by the Erinelo Magistrare.
" This was ao appeal against the decision of the Tows

Council in refusing the grocers licence of Amad &
Ismail, lndign storekeepers, Ascnrdmg tQ the evi-
dence, the Mayor and Depyty-Mayor, the Licenyin

~

Committes, and the Council recommended that tha:
lizance hr pot granted for varieus reaseps, It ¥rag,
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for instance, held that tHe domicile of Asiatics among
whitcs was undesiranle on many grouads, including
that of beslth. It was admitted that there was nothing
against the character ot the applicants, who werg res-
pectable traders. The Mayor said the Council con-
sidered it was objectionable to have people of their
habits amongst white people. The [ndiaus also paid

small wages, although he and the Deputy-Mayor said -

-the question of unfair competition with . whites had

*supplies were badly needed here.

| evgr
\ ba.g

- I a5 this rate there

tor the reason that the Indian

not weighed with the Council. Dr. Krause argued the
gause ably for the applicants; urgiog that the Council
bed acted from improper motives. While regretting

‘there wad a6 appeat from his decision, the Magistrate

dismissed the .appeal, aad upheld the Council’s dz-
cision. Duyring the bearipg of the case the Dsputy
Mayor said that the Council had always heen 10 fayour
of refusing Asiatic licences, and they pow thought it

| was lime to take action.—Naial Moriury,

' SHORTAGE OF RICE ~
INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S RESTRICTIONS

We take the following from the Nesal ddversser, on
the sabject of shortage of rice in this couotry:—-

Reference- was made in the columns of this paper
last week to the great scarcity of brown rice for the
us¢ of the thousands of Jodians in this country, It
was stated that corespordence from big firms in India
snggested that there is po call for brown rice from im-
porters in South Africa for the simple reason that it
does not pay them to order it while the selling price
remains a5 fixad by the Union Goverpment at £3 per
bag, the actual cost to land the goods in Durban rup-
ning to roughly £3 7s, ' :

We have made fyriher inquiriss on the water, and
find that ¢ present the Uniop Governmant are helpless
80 far as the importation of brown rice is concerned
Government still forbids

the exporiation of this variety.

Mr. J. McBride, of Messrs, Dunn & Co,, one of the -
| best known mea in local commercial circles, and a

promineat member of the Rice Advisory Committe,
assured our representative to-day that at the beginping

 of the present year the Rice Committee approached the

Union Government and urged them to ask the Indian
Gavernment if brown rice was awailable jor export as
The Uniop Govern-
ment immediately set the cable in motion and the ont-
come of a number of messages that were exchanged
with the Indian Government was “that the latter defiz
nitely stated that they would aot allow a siogle bag of
browa rice to be exported trom {odis, thus indicating,
of gourse, that India raquired all the stoeks she had.
Latef the Indian Govergment agreed to allow u cartain
quantity of white rvice to be shipped from Rangooa,
and this, gaid M. McBride, is now comming jn. -

New Season's Rice

“The contral price,” be added, * has nothing what-
to do with the new ssasop’s rice, - 1| 10 pEr
were offered it could not be had, Tbe coptro)
ot 43 was fixed ao old, last season’s, sice and
: was & reasonable profi, . If
Government head allowed the new. seasan’s rics to be -

prise

tne Indiabn

- expor:ed 2 new control price would have heen fizsd oo:..

the basis of the laid down costs. But aotil the Indian -

and the Uaion will remaio without supplies of brown
rice.? . . .. ) ’

Our representative. also saw Mr. Otto Seidle, -of
the Natal Direct Shipping Lineon the syme subject,,
aod he confirmed Mr. McBride's view, pointiog out
that the 3.5, Umhloti bad just arrived from Caleutta-
without 3 e{ngle, bag of rice, althdugh desining to ship
bundreds ot ais for South Alrica. Mr. Seidle said
that- the people
from India,

[ Goyernment sapttions the export nothing can be done, -

le here werk anxious to import rice direct .
Irrespective of price, but the Government .
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of India would not remove the restrictions on export,
aod irom his latest advices there is little or no prospect
of their doing so for some time to come.  As regards
Réngoon rice My,
should scar -considerably higher than it is. He
suggested Lhat the Rice Committee shontd ddwse the
Uhion Governtrent to approach India with a view to
securing the necessary supplies in exchange for usefut
exports from South Alrica. .
—_—e—————— -
ASJATIC COMMISSION -~
. REPORT ' OF, IT$ SITTINGS IN CAPE TOWN.

1 % Mg, E. ﬁpﬁbmnn Gives Evipance

-

Mr. Ebrahim Norodien, President ai the Cape
British Indian Union, in giving evidence before the
Asiatic Commission; said he had been‘in Cape Town
for 29 years, and was one ot the largest wholesale and
retail’ merchants in the City. In 1908 he yav. evidence
before a Select Committee, and in 1914 hefore the
Solomon Commission. Witoess was a Mahomedan
and came from the Bombay Presidency. The class of
his cotntrymen were *iree” Indians and of a similar
class to_be found in the great countries all aver the
world, There were beiween 2,600 aod 3,000 male
Indinas i the Cape Peniosula while in the Harbour,

Central, Gardens, Cistle and Woodstock, there were |,

upwards of 1,000 oa the voters’ roll, there being some
also i the remainiog five, - \ -
In regard to overcrowding, housing throughout the

- Peniosula Was very scarce, and he was convinced that

A

there was no overcrowding amang'lndiansthan amang
Europeans, and he was sure that Dr. Andersoe would
be unable to find one place where so many as twelve
Indians lived in one room. From hig own experience
ol selling in his shops, ke could say that the standard
ot liviog from the piat ot view gt food was as high
&s_aoy other section of the community. :
Commenting oo Mr, Levy’s evidence, witness said
that the acts concerning insolvents provided that the
licence of the insolveat became cancelled ipso facto.
Uadeér a section of that Act; moreover, lourteen days
motice Was necessary _in the Govermmen? Gasetie
befor¢ & transter tould be made. The City Conncil
always had their reports regarding an applicant, while
the staff dt the office ot (e Master of the Supreme
Court glways had their eycs vn the Gaieffe, and would

Seidle anticipated that the price

detect any irreguldrities regarding to such transfers.

So far 45 concerned Mr. Levy’s statement to the eflect
that there were seldom any assels ip the insolvent
estates, in witoess’s opinion the reason for this, if it
were true, was that the attorneys’ costs absorbed the
greater portion of any assets thers might be,

Asked ds to what his views were regarding his refu.

sals to grant licences by municipalities, witness said
the I[ndians in this couatry were quite happy and
comlortable, and woyld be perfectly satisfied if only

,municipalities were caused to give reasoas for relusals,

and there was some appeal from such refusals.
By the Chairman: Witness had ope wholesale
stablishment and fifteea retail brancnes, He emploed
55" Iatians and two or three Europeans, His book-

- keepet -was European' and witoess paid him £15 per

-credit—there

morith,-- The - Indiagé he paid from £72 to 4150 per
agoum, all found.” - . .

By Col. Wylie : Europeans comprised 85 per cent.
ol his.customers at his retait shops, and they came
from all classes of the population, Witness sold on
_was very little cash business in the gro-
cery trade in Cape Town. o -

To witoess' knowledge the namber of Indians in the
Pesinsula was decreasing. About goo were murried,
and every week one or two more matriages took place.
‘To a considerable extent the male Iadians were marty:
ing Malay women. e

By Mr. Hotmeyr: The number of Indisns with
hawkers' licences was approxirately 150.

-

Mr. Hofmeyr: I will put the figure at 1ao and that
makes the total number of lcencs held by Indians
here nearly '1,5%o, aad meaas that two out of every
five possess a licence, and yet you complain,. It scems
to me that [ndians hold too many liceaces, according:
to these figures, . )

Thie witness replied that they only uiged that reasons
should be given for the refusals of licences and that
the existiog rights ol the Indians in the Cape Penin-
sula should be protected. '

In reply to Mr. Duncan Baxter, witness said he was

gainst the registration of Indians. There could be no

‘objection to the voluntary taking out of an identifica-

tion certificate, whiclr, with the promise given by the
leaders of the Indian community to assist the, Govern-
ment to prevent the surreptitious entry of more Indians.
into the Union, would prave sufficient.

Jan van Schoor Dreyer, "market Master at Cape
Town for about seventeen years, said almost two-thirds
ot the buyersat the market were Indian shopkeepers
and bawkers. From the farmers’ poiot of view witness
thought these people were *a blessing,” for they
formed the best means of distribution of the produce,
They uoderstood the needs of the poorer classes of
the commuoity and were able to cater for them accord-
ingly. They were prolific buyets of second-grade fruit,
which they were able to sell to the poor at prices .
suitable to the latier.  Witness regarded the Indians as
being as honorable in their dealings as others.

By Colonel Wylie: Witoess believed it was lmt{::rsd-
sible for the European, in view of the latter’s stan
of life, to compete with the Indian in this trade, al- -
though it “there had péver been Indians in it, the Bu-
ropean might have been sble to,carry on, -~ '

The Secretary of the South African Indian Conter-
ence Tommittee of the Cape, Sheik Mahomed Rahim, *
said that the Indiang had no grievance against the
Cape Land Act, but wished to extend throughout the
Uniod. As to the licensing law of the Cape, it did
not give power of appeal, and they wished there should
be power of appeal, and that the grounds of retusal be

- stated, As to hawkers' licences, they considered they

should be automatically renewed each year.
Mr. Rabim theo referred to hawkers' badges, which

.l:hey wished doné away with. [fa man did not wear’

his badge he was liable to be fined, and several papers -
also had to be carried ¢ It the papers were left at home
the man was fioed The -excuse that he had lelt it at
home was nor accepted. He wished to point out
that some of the licence-holders keeping cafes or bio-
scopes discrimloated against Indians so that they
could not ‘get a drink or buy sweets,” The Indians
wanted it laid dowo when licences were granted that
there must be no discrimination.

The chairman said the Commission had nothing to
do with 2 private person conducting his business,

Mr. Rahim said he wished to contradict Dr. Ander-
sob’s statement that Indidnd were more prore to di-

sease than Europeans. This was not the case. The

Indians of the Cape wanted no discrimination, volun-
tary or otherwise, and they did not agree with the
ideas of Mr Knox Baxter aud others. With regard to
Mr. Ise Levy’s action in winding up Indian estates,
they disapproved of it, and they objected to his state-

‘ment that Indian insolvences were dishonest.

In answer to question, Mr. Rahim said he had been
in the Cape sixteen years. There was the same licensing
law for Indizns and whites, bat they wanted the right
of appeal. Hé belonged to a section which was
antagonistic to Mr. Norodien. He considered the
Cape Indians the best off in the Union as far as the
law was councerned, but thete were difficulties jn the
adminisiration. He had no sfatistics, but a memo-
randum was being prepared. s

WHAT HAPPENED IN Parow

Jobn Lolkhen said he was secretary of the South
African Kokoey Aojuyman Islam, wpich embraced 95 per -
cent, of the Indian dealers; - The trouble they had was
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with the graoting of general .dealers’ licenzes for
Indians. What they wanted was to remove the pawer
from the Councils to the Magistrates, or that the
Councils should be bound to givé reasons and an
appeal should be allowed. One, Jaffer, at Patow._ had
be:n fighting for two years because the Parow Village
Maoagement refused a licence because he was an
Indian. Ninety-nine per ceot, of the Indians were
- opposed to registration, even if voluntary. .
Mr. W. H. Smith; Divisional Council representative
for Parow, said- that the ratepayers felt that the general
principle of the present Act was wrong, in that the
opus should be on the local anthority focr refusing or
grantiog these licences. There were 14 general dealers

now, and it was felt that if more licences were- granted -

-there would be too many altogether, There were oow
three applications by - Indians for licences, and il
these are granted the number of Asiatics licensed
would be nine, which it way considered would be too
much and would prevent the others making a living,
Recently a case had been in the Supreme Court, and
the cost of it had doubled the village rate, and there

might be more cases over these apolications, and he .

did oot know where their rates would help. Therefore
they wanted the onus of granting licences removed
from the loral authority to
specially appointed tribunal. He agreed that when 2
licence- was refused, reasons shoull be given and an
"appeal allowed. '

Mr. E. J. Cleote, chairman- of the Parow Village
Management Board, said during the three years he had
been on the board there had been thirty applications
from Indians for licences, of which five were granted.
He considered in the interests of the public six licences
to Indians were a sufficient proportion, The Ordi-
nance of 1916 gave them a lot of trouble

DR. ABDURAEMAN'S EviDENCE

‘Dr. A. Abdurahmap, a member of the Provincial

~ Couucil, the Municipal - Councily- and - the. Licensing.
Committee, said, being a member of the Licensiog
Comnmittee, he knew how licences were dealt with, and
be wished to show that licences were not dealt with on
their . merits. From 1914 to 1grg there had been

- 1,914 applications for general dealers’ licences: the
number refused was 229. «Out of the rgr4 applications

189 were made by Indians and 150 of these were re-

fused, so that only 39 new licences were granted to
Indians out of a total of 1,685 grantei. - Sixty-six
transfers were refused from 1914 to 1§18, and out of
these sixty were Indians. - There were 723 applications

for transfers. The total numberof licences granted to' -

“batchers from 1914 to 1918 was 85, and out of these
three were granted to Indians. The total number of
applications was 119, out ol which 28 were Indians,
The tolal number ot new aplications granted to Indians
from 1914 t0" 1918 was 39 general dealers, three
butchers, and 55 greengrocers, Lase- night at
the Council the total number of applications for

nezlr geoeral dealers was 44, of which'41 were granted
an

They were refused because they were Iodiams. - -

- ; Thechairmani: They did not sayso? -+ . .-
Dr. Abdurnht}mn: No, they wouldo’t. *Thesé thr
men were desirable men, and had every recommend-

ation, )

Continuing, Dr. Abdurahman said ooly Indians were
asked to appear betore the Committee, and they were
submitted to an educational test. The man was asked
why he wanted to go juto business, why he did not
stay at his present work, and was he going back to
India ? - The questions put to him were such as to
to fied some little fault on which the Council could
base their refusal,

In reply to questions, Dr. Abdurahman said he
thought it desirable, indeed essential, in the interests
of justice, that the granting of licences should be in the
bands of the Magistrate, ora Board ot Appeal. He
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the Magistrate, or to a .

_ three refused, Out of those numbers three’
applications were from Indians, and they wete refused. '

agreed that the grounds should be stated for"a'reiusal.
The population of Cape Town was 187,000. He
would accept the Town Clerk’s figures that about a
quarter of the licences were beld by.Indians. He be-
Lieved ‘the tumber of Iadians in the Cape were about
2,500 to 3,000,
" Bereyam Siogh, chairman of the Conlerence Com-
mittee, said he was directly against registration, and
there were large numbers of Indians who did not waat
i R N
With the conclusion of the witness' evidence the
labours of the Commission'ia Cape Town come to an
end.—Cape Argus. | - B
. —— m L ..‘-'.-u:l_i-ﬁ'.
L R A T
' THE TRAGEDY OF AMRITSAR -, . =
-+ PRoTEST MEETING IN LoNDON
[FroM INDIA] o.~ SR

Organised uoder the auspices of the British Commit-
tec of the Jodian National Coaogress, a meeting was
‘beld at the Memorial Hall on March gth to protest

r -

against ‘the Amritssr and Punjab Atrocities.

- Mr. Ben Spoor, M.P,, was in the chair, and, after
apologising for the eaforced absence of Dr. Orchard
and reading a message of warm sympathy from Indian
students at Edioburgh, ooserved that the tragedy of
Amritsar had shocked every thinking man and woman
most deeply. It was doubly unfortunate in the time at
which it came. Unhappily it did net stand alone,
Egypt and Ireland were examples'of a similar state of
.mind. The British Empire was in process of being
ruined by an utterly false philosophy. In protesting
-again  Dyer . and "O'Dwyer, men who disgraced the
uniforms. they ‘wore, they must remember that they
were the products ol an evil system and that they must
end the system itsell. But the last Army Estimates
were something like an approving comment on_the-

- policy of Amritsar. (Applause.)..,

The fsliowing resolution.was t‘heﬁnmﬁﬁgﬁ ‘Ey"\ the
chairman :—, : : . _ _—
““ This Meeting of Citizens of London expresses:
- borror atand condemnation of General Dyer’s
action in firing upon defenceless people gathered
together for a peaceful meeting at Amritsar, and
the other excesses committed by civil and military
officers io the Punjab. It demands a Royal Com-
misston to hold 2 full aad impartial iavestigation
to fix ‘the responsibility of all concerned and the
__ punishmenot of those found guilty of crimes.”
Commander Kenworthy, M'P., seconded the resolu-
tion. 'He began by ironical reference to the ecclesias-
tics who had lately come out oo the side of bumanity

" by rebuking massacres in other countries, which rebukes

had lost weight by the lack of similar protests against
the massacres of their own fellow-subjects.in India.

- The Punjab was more their concern than was Anatolia.

Commander Kenworthy then briefly described the
bappenings at Amritsar, and asked whether it was
really necessary to have recourse .to the killing of
children. If so, Britain was unfit to -govern.,  The
bombing of crowds by war planes was a dangeroty,,
precedent for British Labour, - The mentality.?i‘;lje
~official mind bad ruined the Spapish, Portugue$z; and
German Empires, uad would, nachecked, miin, the
British Ewpire. Jalliaawala: Bagh' was an’ acid'‘lest.
They must see thas justice was done to the weak ‘and-
_helpless. (Applause,)- . B
- Miss Maude Royden regretted her lack of knowledge
of India. The delay in‘publishing the pews was a
shame and a scandal. Even the indigoation at first felt
seemed to have subsided, slithough the moderate size of
that audience was due to the fact that the meeting was
not widely known nor advertised enough. Many Anglo-
Indians had expressed the opinion that Dyer's actions
had saved a worse situation. If this was so it was the
worst possible condemnation nf British rule in ‘India.
Migs Royden then read passages from the “Agony of
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Amnritsar * and commented upon them. She urged the

audience to turn the Government out and put the

¢ inefficient” Labour Party in. Many Britons realised

that India was one of the oldest and most spiriwnal

civilisations in the world. She implored Indians' not

‘to allow the unspeakable British insolence to hurry
them into bitter aptagonism. (Applause.)

. Mr. B. G. Horniman, who was most enthusiastically

. received, made a speech which for clarity, eloquence,

and burning sincerity was worthy of an immense

audience, and supported the resoluton by stating that

- the resolution included the individuals yesponsible and

those in higher places who connived at, remained

silent about, and defended the outrages at a later date.
General Dyer had been described as the saviour: of
India. That was an entire. misreading of the whole
{situation existing at the time. To establish its inaccu-
) {cv,dﬁa need not go beyond Command Paper 534.

hat bfficial Report .showed, not that Dyer ‘prevented -

. more serious action, but that that action was the provo-
- .cative cause of every thing that took place afier
‘Amritsar. ; The massacre, terrible and horrible _as it
‘was, was only un isolated incident in the six weeks of
horror which " had reigned over the whole Punjab.
_ General Dyet had done something which, unless the
people of this country made reparation for it, would
. pot save India but was going to lose India to Great
Britain, Unless’ the fullest reparation possible were
made, the time would not be very far distant when the
'Indian people would break away and would be right in
8o doing. There had been in the Punjab a condition

of political oppression and economic pressure. Then,-

when there was neither externd]l por intemal danger,
came the passing of the Rowlatt. Acts to deprive the
people of their inalienable rights. It took away the
tight of tria! and people could be imprisoned, interned,

or have their liberties restricted in every possible way,

"lo the teeth of the passionate protests of a united
people it was forced in the Indian Legislature, -

At the time when Dyer performed his *horrible
‘duty” the city of Amritsar had been provoked by
gratuitous and waaton acts. ‘They had been protesting
on copstitutional lines -against he- passing.-of tbe
Rowlatt Acts when the Government arrested two res-

ted and promipent leaders. - Then the crowd got
out of hand, but there was two days’ quiet before Dyer
marched cut upon a peaceful meeting which was
actually considering what steps should be-taken to
preserve the peace of the town. After the massacre it
was that the other outbreaks came at Kasuryete. | .

There was a regular policy of terrorisation, like that
of Germany in Belgium, which continued from April to
June, They would never know how maoy had been
killed or woanded by aeroplanes: and "machine-guns
* whilst peacefully walking along the roads. - They would

never know how maoy were shot down under Martial
. Law merely for being out of their houses after eight

pm. A studied and refined cruelty was inflicted upon.

thousands and thousands with malignant and fiendish
ingenuity that made one sick to read of and ashamed
that it was done by one’s countrymen. There was the
crawling order ; the order about touching the ground
with foreheads ; the public gallows ; the large open cage

for suspects;the wholesale arrests; the incarcerations

‘for weeks in solitary cells before trial without'charge ;
‘th§ sentences of imprisonment ; the hangings ; the con-

ations of property ; the transportation for life ; the
‘sebtences ranging for ten years down to six -months;
the floggings; the hostages; and Doveton’s rounding
up of prostitutes to witness mea’s floggings.

At a particular time there were enough men ready to
do all thesg horrible things, men of . this rare.character,
not such as opne can pick up zny time to do these
things. Why at this time when there was this policy of
repression were these men ready? Xt was clear to the
speaker's mind that behind all this was a deliberate
intention to terrorise the people of the Punjab and crush
out any spirit of independence or protest against the
domipant race. ' :

|

From oo feeling of vindictiveness must Dyer and
those people be made to stand their trial in England
for everything they did and punish as a reparation to -
make the people of India believe again in British
justice. Quoe official at Sangla had suggested to the
Hunter Committee that the local legal comwmunity.
should be fined ro,000 rupees wherewith to errect a
Hall of Repentance that the agitators should go into
the Hall'and repent. There were Halls of Repentance
ready in this country also !

The Hunter Committes had been appointed by the
Government of India. and would report to it. But
there was grave responsibility resting upon the Govern-
meat of India itself for allowing all these deeds to go
on for six weeks, and not because they were ignorant ot
it all, Because the Government of India and the
Viceroy had given Sir Michael O’'Dwyer a blank
cheque for unlimited authority in order.to crush out
agitatiog” among the people, they were initially re.
sponsible. ' Any investigation must necessarily include
the Goverament of India. Nor bad they then finished.
There was a Secretary of State for India #ho had not .
acted with that rightness and strenght be ought to have -
shown, which could have prevented so much, Mr.-
Montage could not plead ignorance, as he attempted
to do when questioned on Dyer. His attitude shawed
that he did oot mean to interiere or want to interlere,
When admittiog the bombing he stated that the ad-
mibistration of Martial Law must rest with those carry-
-ing it out. Mr Montagu was absolutely lost to all
scose of the respoosibility resting upon him. The
Secretary of State must be made to answer for his
silence and failure to prevent or stop these awful things,
‘There was only-ooe way to pat an end to British domi-
nation in India—Mr. Montagu’s Home Rule Act did
not in any way modily the evil character of the Govern-
ment of India: So long as the Btitish allowed it to
continue, 50 long such horrible revelations would con-
tinue ‘to shock the people of that country. (Enthusi-
astic applause.) . ‘ t

Mrs. Despard associated hersel with the resoluation
in a few sympathetic words.

=f. Mr;- Spoor, before tormally putting the resolution,
- waid that althoush that andience was not a large one,

yet it would have been had the meeting been held be-
fore the first shock of the-revelations had subsided.,
Although London was the despair of the reformer, yet
in addressing great audiences recently he had found
the deepest interest in India, A great change way
taking place. | . :

The resolution was then put 2nd carried unanimously,
Mr: J. M. Parikh proposed a vote of thanks to the -
chairmap and speakers in a few well-chosen remarks,
"concluding by the challenge that they were in no posi-
-tion to tondemn Armenian massacres when they. re-
- membered Amritsar. -

. ASIATIC COMMISSION
© SIITINGS IN JOHANNESBURG .
' MRr. ROYEPPEN'sS VIEWS

_Johannesburg, April 8 (Reuter)—At tbe Asiatic
Inquiry Commission to-day, Mr. J. Royeppen, an Indian
solicitor, estimated the Indian population of South
Africa at 200,000.. He . thought that it the Asiatic
communily were denied the right to acquire land three-

_quarters of the Indian population of the Union would

be condemned to be hewers of wood and drawers of
water, They could not debar the permanent popula-
tion from holding land, and he suggested that a reason-
able solution would be to reserve laud for acquisition
by such Indians only as have settled in the Union .
permapently as their only home. They could guard’.
against new comers by saying that no one should be
regarded as a permanent settler unless he bad previous-
ly resided in the country for 25 years and permanently
_abandoned his bome in India, A majority of the
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Indians were not of the trading class, and they were
recogaised as the saviours of Natal, though their. condi-
tions of life were such that they remained poverty-strick-
en. The ladian community, which were traders

neither by instinct nor juclination, had served South

Africa well in the Boer and late wats. The fact was

- that Indian trade iu this countty was a monapoly, and

the recent Bill passed by the Government ignored the

rights of 75 per ceot. of the Indian community, who

wére non-traders. . ) o
Johannesburg, April 12.—In giviog evidence before
the Asiatic &mmiesion to-day on behalt of the
Cbinese commuoity, Mr, L. W, Ritch, a local solicitor,
said there was a Chinese population of 1,000 in the
Transvaal, represeating 100 families. X
The amouot invested by Chinese, was, he said, in
stores, £ 2o00,000; in laundries, ;£ 1,000; and vegetable
gardens, £7,000. In respect of the immigratiop laws,
particularly in regard to. Chinese women and children,
witness said that the men were condemaoed to long
periods of celibacy or else had to live with the women
of the country. Fortunately few had adopted the
latter course, and reasopable facilities tor bringiag in
Chinese women and children would result 1n the
Chinese settling down in the countty and adapting
themselves to the standard of living prevailing here.
Witness held that the law should be altered in order
to prevent the municipality irom refusing a licence to
an Asiatic asd held there should be an appeal to the
Supreme Court.—Naia/ Adyertises, .

7/

| KHILAFAT MANIFESTO -

The following manifesto has been issued by the
Khilafat Conference at the concluding sittings of the

3rd All-India Khilalat Conterence at Bombay.
- MusLim INpIA’s CLain

The claim or behalf of the Mahomedans in India
in coonection with the Turkish peace tetms may be
divided into _two sections, one regarding the Khilafat,.
and the second regarding what is called Jazirat-ul-arab
and the Holy places of Islam. ! RSP

The claim tegardiag the Khilatat codsists in leaving
the Turkish Empire as it was 4t the time of the
outbreak of the War, except that although the allegar-
ions of Turkish misrule are not admitted, the non-
Turkish npationalities may if they so desire, be
guaranteed autonomous Goverpment within the Otto-
man Empire cosistently with the dignity of a Sovereign
State. :

The second section of the claim consists in'the
sovereignty over Jazirat-ul-arab ice. Arabia as deSoed
by Moslem religious authority and the custody of the
holy places of Islam. Arabia as thus described is
bounded by the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the
Indian Ocean, the Pessian Gulf the Euprates and

- Thgris. ’

The Holy Places include the three sacred Harems

vamely Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem and the Holy
Shrines namely Najef, Karbala, Samarra,  Kazimain
aod Bagdad. [u reality this claim is lacluded in the
first butit is distinguishable from it in that the custody
of the Holy Places has ever since the establishmem

-of lslam been uoder the Khilafat and unlike the -

boundary of the latter which has fluctuated from time
to time but has nevér sufiered aoy diminution what-
soever, This claim does not exclude genuine Aral

Self-government because those who know understand

the unreality behind it. The claim now said to be

made by Sharil. Hussain and by Amir Faisul is in-
- consistent it fact with theit acceptance of even, the
spiritual sovereignity of the Khalifa.©
: ARGUMENT ‘

The claim is primarily based upon the religious
requirements and the sentiments ot the Mahomedans
- all over the world and iz supported so tar as the
Khilafat, the. Harems and Jazritl arab are conceraed,

T

-similar ‘assurances, The great regard paid in this ;
Declaration to the seatiments of His Majesty’s most

by testimony from the Quran, the traditions of the

Prophet and for the rest by other religious authority,
It 1s further supgorted regarding the Holy Places,
by the dcliberste declaration ot the Government as
also the Goveroments of France and Russia, ofsecond
November 1914, which says, “In view of the outbreak
of war between Great Britain and Turkey, which to
the regret of Great Britain has been brought abous by
th¢ ill-advised, voprovoked and deliberate action of
the Ottoman Government, His Excellenny the Viceroy
is authoriscd by His Majesty’s Governmexct to make
the following publi¢c apoouncement inregard to the
Holy Places of Arabia including the Holy Shrineg
of Mesopatamia and the puat of Jedda, in order that
there may be no misunderstanding on tha part ol
His Majusty’'s moat loyal Muslim subjects as to thp
attitude “of his Majesty’s Goverament in this war in
whiclr no question ol religious charitter is iovbized,
These Holy Places '
from. attack or molestations by the British naval and
military forces so long as there is np interference with
pilgrims from Iodia t2 the Holy Places and Shrines
in questiop, : o :

At the request of His Majesy's Government the
Goveraments of France and Russia bave givan them

l(;ial Moslem subjects is specialy noteworthy, Oa the
sth Januvary 5918, Ms. Lloyd Guorge claimiag to speak
in the name of the whole Empire wade the foliowing
remarkable pronouncement.” “We are not fighting
to deprive Turkey of Constantinople . or of rich re-
nowned lands of Asia Minor and Thrace which wern
predominantly Turkish” President Wilson's - 12th
point in his message to the Congress dated 8th Jan-
vary 1918 is in equally smphatic terms viz. that the

- Turkish portions *of the preseat Ottoman Ewmpire

should: be assured ol secured sovereignity but the
other nationslities now under Turkish Rule should be
mssured_security of life an : autonomous desvelapment.

Thus 8 reduction of the Mahomedan claim by bair's
breadth ‘will net only be a violation of the despest

teligious. feelings .of . the. Mahomedans bus. will aiso-

be a Irigrant violation of the solemp relevant dec--

larstions o pledges made or given by responsible
slateimen representing allied and associated powers
and given ata time when they were desirous of enlist-
tog the supports of the Mahomedan peopla and
soldiery, .
: CONSEQUENCES .

It is necessary to state the hikely consequences of

& wrong decision on the part of the Imperial Govefn-

and Jedda will be immu‘uq\

ment ot ‘the Allied and Associated powers. The .

claim is supported by praclically the whole of the
Hindu popuiatiots of lndia. [t bas assumed sherefore
an Indidn or Nationtl etatus. The population of the
British Empire is predominantly Hibdu and Maho-
medan, as #ill appear from ths following figures:w=
Total population 4435 millions; Hindus, 217 millions;
Moslews, (in India) 66 millions, {b) outside India bus
within the Empire, 33 millions, :

‘The policy of he British Guvernmeat has béwen
definitely stated to be that of making India ah equal
parioer. Recent ovents have awakensd India to0 a
sense of diguity,

In these citcumstantes the British -

Empisr> as oune consisting of three mationalities cap *
ooly hold togetber il thg;just and fais demands of eaihe.,

Component pert of the Hmpire in regard to matters
whiclt | are of concern to u large section of its peaple -

]

are adequately satisfied, &t is therotore urgea that the
British ministers are bound not meroly to press the

Mahomedan or zather the Indian claim pefote the
Supreme Council bus to make their own. If hotever
lot apy veason, whether they fail to do so &nd the

Supteme Council fails to partorm its elementary duty '

of “giving effect to the declaration that brought about
the Armistice, it is futile to expect peace.in India
avd the Khilafat Conterence will fail in ite duty if it
hesitated to wars His Majesy’s Ministers that an
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affront put upon the 7 crores of Mahoiedans in India
supported by 23 crores of Hindu and others will be
jucompatibla with an expectation ol bliad loyalty.
Beyond that It is not impossibly fof the Conferente
to force its tesults. It day be added that even if the
members of the Conference attempted, seriously to
pacily the Mahomedan mind, it is futile to expect that
they Wotild Succeed in healing the woudd that wouid
be made inthe heart of the Mahomedan India by the
denial of justice and breach of pledges in a matter
of vital importance to that commuity.s=¥oung Zaulte,

" THE SQUTH AFRICAN JANJIRA ANJUMAN
o ISLAM -

%~ The reth’avoual general meeting of the above-
7oamed association was held in the Anjuman Hall,
Beatvusficld; ofi Febiuaty 29, 1440, Mr. Bepéd Ma-
homed (president of the asseciation) wag in the chait,
and thefe were present all the members of the Mana-
gibg Committee, abd 2 large tumber 6t the members
of the association. = , '

Irmam Kazie Abdulia opened the proceedings by
redding & obaptef from the Holy Korad, all predent

»standing, : )

Letters wete read from vatlous-4ryburg members,
exprepsing thelt regret ab theit inability to ttend the
maeting, S,

The Sectetafy then read thé riloutes of the previous
mésting, and also the mioutes of the meetiags of thw
Maoaging Committee, and these were confirmed.

The Secretary’
showad a credit balanéa at £39x 18s. were adopted:

The chairmapn then. dehvered an address, in the
collsé 61 which He referred to thé hececsity for im-
proving the oondition of the Muslim ¢ommiudity. e
dwelt at length on the question of education, and
emphasised the heed of providing the means Whereby

the children might receive highsr edugation. He

appealed to those present to increase the iunds .of
-the- soaqiety,.s0 that sc_hola_rghigs could be provided and
8 hew hostel built. Hé thought the coaditions
prevailing in Maslim schools could be greatly im-
proved, if only the necessary funds could be raised.
Id ¢ontlision, he dungratulated the committee on the
_ excellent work doue during the past yeat,

. Mr. M. S, Wookey proposed, and Mr Mahomed
Yakob setdonded, “That this eeting i{nstruct the
Seeretarj, to write tp the Secratary of the Anjuman
Janjira {India), asking for full information regarding
the schblarsbipy, whith wete granted by this asseciat:

ion last year.” After discussiof, this was unapimously ,

agreed to . . . ,
"Mr. Seyed Camroodien proposed, and Mr. Abdurah-
maf Bofitay #econded, *'That this meetifg utge the
Devan of the State. of Janjira (India) to appoiut a
special lnspector of Education from Kolaba
dilttiut, as. was doné sume years ago,. I6 order that
the conditiohs prevailing in Muslim schools might be
improve is was camried unanimously, and it was
reln{:na to send ¥ copy bf thiv resolution t0 the Dewan
of ‘the estate of Janjira, to the-District Collestor of
_ Kﬁlhb,i;_and I’éliticaf Agent of the State ol Janjira,
;- i:.60.¢he Sectetary, Aojuniua IslamJavjira, India, |
A _~Mr, Mahomed Yacob gave an instructive lecture on
‘on the ‘Télata and its future;.and several membets 4d-
dreased the aibeting on varioul subjedth <
The officers were then elected for the ensuing yoay.

At the cobelusion of the business the gathering
took opportunity .of bidding farewell to Mr. Mahomed
Said Dawry, the patton of the Anjumas, who intends
leaving for India, He gave a donation of £z 2sto
the asdociation which was gratefully aeceptedi—2%e
Beaconsfield Advevivser. :
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FOR SALE

A Store near statlon in Stanger, doing
good European, Indian and- Native trade.
Firsticlass opportunity for a real business
man. Owner retires. For further particulars
apply. tot ’ v -
P.O. Box 35,

Stanger.

_ BOOKS FOR SALE -

“Tobe' obtained from the mdlanm Opimien Press, Phoenix,
- Natal:  Postal ONens t5 be iiide payabis 2t Dutban,
We have Just retéived the following books frota Indley The
prices given include cost of postage 1— '

Prien past free s, L

The Ethics of Passive Rusistande * 3
Indian Home Rule, by M, K. Gandhi o 6
Life of M\ K. Gaadbi (in Tamil) e

ll. 1] " (i'n Hiﬂdi) I’e
Maliomed. ' The Great Arabian,’ by %eredlth
. Tewhsend_ : t §
Stories and Sayings of India, Ceylon asd Burma 1 ¢
From Colombo to Aimora: Lectures by Swamt

Vivekananda, t R
From Colombo to Almore : S I
Estays in Indian Art, Industty and Education, '

by E. B. Havell, 2 4
Rabindranath Tagore, & Lecture by the Rev. &, -~ °

F. Andrews of Delhl delivered at Capetown, x o
Hinduism, by Dr, Barett to Y 9
Latters of Joha Chinatan -~ 9
A Study in Judisn Ecopomics by P. Batoerfi 4 4
'The Golden Number of. “Indian Opinfon”

Paper covers - . I e

Boun#-in cloth ) o 6
Position of the Women in the Vedas o 3}
Hinda Social Idedls, by P. J. Mehta 6 %
M K. Gandhi, » o . ?
The Story of ths Ramayana, the Bpic of Rama

Prince af India t by J. I P. Erasgius ey

The Hon, Mr. Gokbale and the Indenture System 6

{ The Hon, Mr. Gakhale's Tour in South Afgica : '

Special INDIAN OpmN1oR Souvenir.* I e
A Letterto 2 Hindu, or the Subjection of India,

itz Cause and Curs, by Leo Tobtay s 6
Fields, Factories and Workshops, by Piinge '

Kropotkia LA
Un_i_:) this Ll-“, " m 1 19
English Traits avd Representative Men, by

Emerson . 1 19
Society and Solittde and other Rssags, by

Emerson - 1 10

War and Peace, Volt ¢, 2,and 3, by Tolstoy, eath t Yo
Reflettions ot the French Revolution, by Burke
Asiatig Law Amendmens Act (1gey) aud

' Regulations, i Eoglish and Gujatet ¢
A Book-+and its Misnoter - T
Bbagavad Gita. Mrs. Besant’s Translation i
The Indians of South Africs, by H, 8. L, Polak 1 ¢



