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. in Johannesburg on April 6. ' The first witness

DH:HE Asiatic Inguiry Coramission .llaeg'an its sittings
M7 (says Reuter), was Capt. Percy Trotter, who said

"/ bé had 3o years experience of Asiatics. He said that

. the Union, but the restriction: should mot be confined

emigration should be restricted to suit the needs of

to Asiatics from India, but should apply to many
_others, including the scum of the population of Eastern
‘and Southern Europe, who came here and conducted ;

* all sorts of degrading trades. The Indians were not”

opposed .to segregation so far as livicg .in separate,
townships was concerned, but men of birth and caste

. objected to being placed with Natives of the country.:

They wanted also to be able to purchase their business

sites.. ‘He knew that in the country districts people
would soover trade with Indians than with Jewish
traders, because they ’wgrg more considerate,

]
3 .

. Jobannesburg, April 7 (Reuter)—-At the Asiatic
Inquiry Commission to-day the Principal Immigration
Officer and Registrar of Asiatics at Pretoria stated that
the issue of identity cettificates showed that 1,347
Asiatics, including roo Chinamen, left the Transvaal in
1919, Such certificates entitled the holder to return
to the Transvaal, and he had never heard any Indiin
express his determination to leave the country tor good.
"“The impression of witness was that during the last two
or three years the tendency had been tor Indians to
bring their families hiere. Among the older men there
was a tendency to retire to India oo having made their
pile. In 1913 68 women and- 270 minors entered the
Transvaal, and the pumbers witness gave showed .in-
* creasing numbers till last year, when 234 women and
531 minors came in. Owing to restrictive legislation,
Asiatics _were compelled, il they were particularly
anxious to get into the Province, to resort to all sorts of
measures, and they would pay a large sum to anyone
assisting them over the border. Attempts at illicit
immigration were many, but success were few.
Deportees in 1919 totalled 91, of whom 71 were

, Indians, and these were practically prohibited immi- "

'graots,  Asiatics who were prohibited immigrants tend-
ed to flock to the larger centres of population, and
, there were 400 or goo on the Reef, on which there
was no great check. Steps were taken to prevent
illicit immigration. ' -

"‘l‘he‘Dat['y. Telegrapk teports a threateniny speech by

gf_r. Gandin at 2 Mahommedan wmeeting at Bombay,

sayatire London comrespondent of the Natal Adpertiser.
A resolution was adopted wacening the Government to

dissociate itself “‘trom the irrespoasible anti-Turk agi- |
tation in-Great Britain,” it it desired to retzin India

‘within the Empire.,

Mr. Gandi said : * The resolution foreshadowed un-
mistakably that the last stage of thé Khaliiat movement
w1(l be a bloody revolution. The feeling on the ques-
tion ran so high that an unsatisfactory solution of the

Turkish problem might land India in a revolutionary

movement the like .ot

. .which 'has never been seen
belore.” ‘

#

. Says a writer in the NataZ Mercury-—

" The following cablegram was raceived by Mr. Parsee
Rustomjee, trom Mr. C. F. Andrews from Ahmedabad :
*¢ Arrived salely, Mahatma Gandhi Well, Love to all.”

The Natal Advertsses is now publishing theiseriey of

. ‘articles written by Mr. C. F. Andrews on the Indian

problem of South Africa, to which we have referred to
some time ago in these columns.
L] . ¢
It is stated that the French Government intend to
errect memotial to the Indian troops who fell there in

“the war of 1914-15, and that it will be a replica of the

famous Taj Mahal, near Agra, * At least that is the
suggestion,” The Taj Mahal in replica would be avery
appropriate memorial to the valour of the men of Iadia.

"but there can only be ote Taj Mahal. The glorions

bezuty ot that sublime conception can never be imitated.
At best it can only be a pale shadow of the original.
Should the ‘idea take tangible shape, it will, perhaps,
not take so long to materialise. Twenty thousand
workmen were employed for 30 years in puttiug® the
Taj Mahal into concrete shape., For artistic beauty
the Taj Mahal i3 without peer in the architectural
world. . One wonders who was the architect or .archi-

, tects to whom Shah Jehan entrusted the raising of the

mausoleum to the memory af h's wife, Arjimand Banoo,

INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA
[Br C. F. ANDrEWs.]

N this lehding', article I wish to picture, for those
Indizas who are living in South Africa, the main
difterences and similarities between the position

I

i in East Africa and their own.

The first great difference is this, that Indians were the
first settlers in East Africa, not Europeans. Even after

"the country became a Protectorate, it was, for a long

series of years, fully intended to wmake British East

_ Africa a colony administered on the Indian model and

drawipg its chiet official administrators from India.

I can explain this best by an illustration. When I
first came out to India at the beginning of 1904, I
had an introductioa to Colonel Moatgomery. - Colonel

ontgomery had attained to a very high position in
the Punjab Civil Service, but shortly after I had made
his acquaintance he told mé- that he had been appoint-
ed Lands’ Commissioner in British East Atrica. When
I arrived quite recently "in British East, I beard his.
name often mentioned and found that bis son-in-law was
the Government Secretary in Uganda. This intimate
contact with Iudia goes all through the administration.
When you travel in tbe Uganda Railway there are the
old familiar Indian railway carriages. Vou purchase
your ticket with rupees. You find Indian* names for
stations such as *Sultan Ahmad” When you go out
into the District, you discover that there is 2 Commis-
sioner, and deputy Commissjoner and an Assistant
Commissioner, Cases are tried in Courts of Law
under the Iadian Penal Code etc,, etc, :

-Now all this Indizn administration is hateful to the -
Buropean, (whether Dutch or British) who has .come
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from South Africs, atid he is doing his best to
change it. In ad evil day for Indian,—who was the
first gettler,—it- was discovered that c;ft_;::ntuph:grs;
whose Isight - rages ‘from 5,000 to 8,000 feet, e
ivhabitable by the European, even though they lie-ob
the Equator. It has yet to be proved whether they can
be permanently settled by Eurepeans, and the fact that
- the Government iegulations ivsist on a furlotigh eve
three years for thie Bwtopeao officials doeb hbt seit
give much ‘hope 6f pertnanent résideiicé axd to rearing
of European children. . Leading doctors, who know the
country, have given ar adverse opiniod;

The greater proportion of the Exropeas settiers; who
flocked into thesé uplands between the years rgo
1912, came from the Free State and from the Transvaal,
Yk 168 chmy lrow NEtil o the Cagle, The hime.

© ity dbitqlkuce of thid invasiolr hds Beeh' & bitérly
antl-Indiad’ chopalyd; Which Kag growa' fherder thtough-
out the war and has reaclred ite climax last year. 1 can
biby composs the presant state ob thidygd with wiar I
have ioond tecently in.thé Tehowaels -

‘Itie totevextiog to- ind how the very same plan of
campaign is being adoptertk - Licénces mve ‘being re-
fused, on the ground that_such_and such streets are
reserved for Eutopeans. Locatigns are being magped
out in every rising townships, stg-iqag segregating Indians

fro mklji'opea.ns. In order to show, how, intolerable
t.hiﬂ:as mention" the
case of 3 Barister ftom

come for the Indian, I wou
300 ;ﬁpegs, each month, i
)

istfict, who has to pay
rend, 'foil;a_. ‘usqh at is not
a good, ope, s bquusgtérisq_li ed to live 18 the
congested fodian area. I be vere alowed 16 build
bis house only a short distance fur r down the street,
he would be abig @ have a” much more commodious
and convénient bouse at 6o rupees, a month, rental J
But if iz nat -t'ne'::ry it these admjnistrative acts that
hardship is felt. - li‘gr more is the, misery brought
E:mé owidg to tfis dai y_ggagq:etg of the Indian by the
European. iﬁn mbasg, the old sea-post town, where
Indians and ish hate been together before the
Sogth. African invasion, things ase not so bad. - But at
Nairobi. and Makiru and st other places in the uplands,
 the treatment of the Indians by the Kuropeans is tre-
quently disgracefill" ©OBE BHhE ¥iF worst features, in
more recent days, is the incitement of the African
native to tfeat tib Indidn ‘nidely. The Rast African
native is on a very much lower level of civilisation than
in South Alrica, add hé i5 véry subservieat to the
Bufopean, wio has-far too ditdn used the lish (kiboko):
unsparingly. Therefére the Affican ‘native Has a great
feai-ot the European aidd & kind of dog-like ¢bkdiente
to him: When be is incited by Europeand to dliend
Htdians, he dods so; add tlie situation for thé Indian
bécomes intolerables I often have wohdered how it is
poisible to endareé it: - S mr s
1 wenild add; in-concliuslon, that there are very miany
Burbpeans who leel most deeply the injustice that is
‘beiog ddne to the Indian. They feel that it is ditterly
unfait o deniapd the exclusiow of Endians from East
Africa, wher lodjans were the first to mrrive and fo
settle’dnd have built wp' the cbuatry.. But these Buro-
penns ire in & minority and it is difficult for them to
thake 'theif voite héard amid the dii 6f Harsher voices.
.. One- furthet point néeds. to be made ‘qiite cleat. -
‘Th Europeans iivé bréught againit- the Indiavs <in”
Bast Africa the Scatdiléus-charge of moral Hepravity
and vice. They have accused the Indians of teachiag
thewé things ‘to the Afritan vatives: ~No more sBrions
chirge-coirkd podribly be brought thas this; and it is
ats outragedusly f41s@ cHargel' Almoit 8o per cent bf
the Indiae pépulation in East Africa ark Gujaratis; 1
bave tested his decusétion in every possible wiy;2ad I
bave fouud that'it i - shamelessly untrus: Vou will
wirderstdnd what burning indighation it has caused ms.
I felt ehat it was imposiible .to Test; until this perrible
acdusation had been: sighted to thE very foundation.
Now, it has been proved tb the while #orld to: be a
~gross-and scandalous libel, - oo
r°k feel.-that -the totseh: between the Indijns in Eaat

and South Africa ought to be much closer, especially
- amoog the Gujaratis, It is my great -hope that Zndige
Opriton ma¥ have wider circulation io East Africz and
that ‘the” East African' CAromcle ‘may buve a wider
circulation in South Africa. This is, at least, one way
of keeping in touch with each other, i . .

ASIATIC AFFAIRS IN FHE UNION
i CoRMISBIONS SITTING AT CAPE TowN

F PETiTION PROM THE CAPE BRITisH INDIAN Union '

The Asiatic Commission sat on the z4th March at
M@ Buildings, Paillifient Stredt, Ciddfows. -~

Geéoigk Wollendls 3ratet] thal'' fE hdu! beéd farging
ott Platstedd Flats; But #is K6% Hvidk My Cdpe Town,
H'¢ W' bdin intlfdtdly dcelificfd &lth the tadidhs in
thé Pédirula, dtid th hid éXpatiice tHe) wers Aq tliin
14 Bay bttier fice. WHits ihd bolourdd geﬁ' fe th pobr
citchistait¥s cditfd ot Hivays Keep U theit Siffiddrd
0t tife; bue withdat hesiialiof b asﬁi he Tddiad Who
edutd affofd td * Hved 4 f_ﬁglb-'d stifiddld of fite ds
Burop#iny,© =~ - 2 o

Mr. Khok Baxtir, rbpfesebtidp the Capé Britith
Tndlay UBiod, Forfi¥d dift of 48 Ghndlgdmacion 51 tie
Bouth Aficih Tdiak Adsotistith And' Cap¥ Briflsh
Indidh Ledgur, prédented 4 mbmbrantiin Prying “1br
the sategirditing ol the vitibuy rights hich the Indlah
cothrhudity dt present ¥djoykd in thd Ploviade Bi the
Cape, and pattichlarly thé right to ddquire’land and to-
trade, S s
The memorandum further submitted that the law
sholdd Aot Gifeléntidld as biwéen luropeans ' and
Indiand Baviiy thé right to tiads, hof should it he
ﬁ'gss‘ib"_: io-tle adibistrdtioh of the liws and  regula.
tout i6 difétbrtiaté betbedn such traders. ghiely on
thd groidd e the 1atrét df TnAisess, he Todish
Wtk qiiité’ giepared 16 dubject themdglves b all 1ws
aniB-regnlitiont, Buk- t:]ijui"c'ilf that they should be-frpare
Hany ddendidtered. D ‘
T dembthidlm sitéd Ot the provision by an Act
dr Ordiknct that the ¥4boa for the tétusal th grant or
fasfet a NE2ndd Shalitd Gé given. Tt asked lor
“Briti¥h jullits” which a:wag,g furnishéd a reason_lar
the Maiihiceich ot “Bh lbelty B fhe §ibjics e
flirnisHiog of §ttch teaschs, the fodidns c?ain’ié . would
1é4d td ‘hiord Anifortdity &nd less Arbitracicess if the
tiothod Und ddmhinliiation Bt the bevbial mudicipil
tk. Atbltraly refushl 18 trdhstés ficnces caussd great
Bak46ils bbth €0 (helfcsiice-holer 40 t. the Mioje
<A1 metchdlf The hefdorantum alie asked that the
dpplicdtit shbild be hitard belore the'centifitate was-
Mse-d"l ) N . 1l , LY ‘ ,\ .. i ..

Theé Udiod Grged e right of appeal on poinis dt
l4¥#'and ot facte, bt its attitide was Go¢ of Qefence;
i desiré to bfdguard htir existing rights, - -

/

o

CORNEETED wiTH AN EMPIRE

Mr. Baxter urged the Commissica to bhear in mind
that the matter was not an individual one—an Empi
to which the Indiad rices belonged was connected vmr&
jt. The Union recognised that he {Mr. Buster) wab,
againstj just as the whole feeling df South Airica ¥l
against; the wverwheliing of this countrp by Fdiwng.
They had. heard from Dr. Aodkrson; tte Medlcdl
Officer ‘ot Health, that the number of Todiang 14 this
Cape Province was between Glooc afid 7 600, Wi,
surely Acts, Ordinances and regulations -could’ be
framed and put in force to keep in hand such a small
number, At any rate what the Union sought {0 do, as
itndicared id the petitiby, #ids tb vrge tipdn fl-il! Cf)ﬁ‘"i_li_s—
sion tb arake' 44 tecothinetitatidns which whistd hid
the-2ffete of takihig frdch the THEIHRE iH the Caja‘g the
rights whith they hatl aleany.  THS todialh detd ré&dg
to subjet themsélves tb all tegiflatiods Hnd 14¥4; ¥h

if they were totitravened (by ‘overcigwding, etc.) it whis
the fault of the administration, His Upion did' Hdt
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wish for Indians to spread themselves indiscriminately
theoughout the towns. As to their lo# standard of

living, he pointed out that the * ghee,” which coastita:,

ted their fat, now cost as high as 6s. per b, which was
+ more than Europeads paid for their butter, The rice
and butter-e:ting Indians were domici_lgd in Natal, and

not in the Cape. The Ipdizns were in possession of -

tthding and other rights, because premises were let to
-thent by Europeatr lagdlords and' merchants. It was
- unfair to attempt to deprive them of rights now enjoyed ?
the only fair course was to apply all existing reguiations
‘with stringency and, impartiality. o
- In reply to the. Chairman; witness said that it wis
. true that the difficulties in the way of transier of
Jicences were not so great now as they had been pre-
vl}uﬂy In view of the broader policy of the muniei-
palitiesy the Hoion did not any looger ask that the
granting of licences should, ‘be taken out of the hands
of th: muanicipal bodieg; and placed ia those of the
Ma istrates; but they wished to ask ior spbme meaas of
prutection in the myvent ot uarecsonable refujal. Io
regard to Dr. Anderson's remarks in regard w over-
crowding; surely the Health Dapartmsnt could carry out

its daties 4t night as w=ll as in the day, and. he would |

suggest that night inspections should be made of places
witere overcrowding by Indlans was suspacted.

Tuk biluaéis‘bounumi;v
' Mr. Willidm Edcas, Registrar of Daeds, Cige Town,

daid it wyald be ad impotsibility to_ furnizsh the Com-.

thisdioh with statidtics ib regard 1o property registered
by Asiatias.' The fhct; howetvr, that dince the “begind-

fiibg ol “th> prbsent year approximntely 6o wmoerigige:

biidds Had pisse t through beating Asiatic names shiwad
that” Aslatics weré plurchastag property. Martgage
borlds wetk how bélng registered ar the rate of over 6o
& Uy, so thit tHe figitres he had givdn weré redlly an
thfimitisimal ptbportfow. - -

Evetdrd Bramd,. Chief .Liimigration Officer; Cape
Town, 94id He Could nut glve any ' ‘reliable figurss
tégurding the incteass’ or decréase in the Indian com-
ity in "South AlHed. So fat asthe Chinese were
ednceted, od Deterdber 317 th1g, there were 655
Hiales ahd §é fennles distributed in a faw of tre
prindiple towns in' the Uaidm® They were tostly
Mundrytivén; dnd oirly a'faw getteral dealers. ’

Ciry CouxciLior Gives EvIDENCE

Mr: Willlagi Daiel Hark, chairman of the Licensing
aid “Tradey @otangittée of the Cipe Towa Councll,

d4d Mt Arthur Joht "Ball, Licending Cierk'-of the

Cittacil,” gave évidence.” .
Mr. Hare said applications for licences by Asiatics
to the City Council were taken individually and voted
upon, No reasons hdd to Be glédn by members of
the . cumimittee for the mancer in which they voted,
for it was impossible to say why refusais were made.

Interestive Fioukes

" The witaess theg proceeded to give the iollowing

interesting figures of trading licences held in the City
%'_Egpe Town at th: begioning' of 1918: General
deplarg;: British, 1,160 (49 per. cent. ot the whole ) ;
naturalised, British, 319 ( 11 per ceqt. ); Russians, 446
{(rs per. cent. ) ; other natioaalities, 203 V peycent);
ndians, 667 (23 per cent ); Cipe coloyred, 86, {2
per cent.); Butchers: Bri
naturalised British, zo (19, per ceat. ); Russians 17
(9 per cent.); other nationalities, 3 ('t pér cent.);
Indians, 73 (39, pér cent); Cape cploured. 15 (8 per

gent. ) ; Bakers : British, 27 (62 per cent ); pawralised .

British, 1 (2 per cent): Russizns, 8 ( 28 per cent);
other, vatiaonalities, 4 { ¢ per cent. ); Indjaos, 1 ( z_per
gent. ); Cape coalaured, 2 ( 4, per ceat); Gr eugrocers :
British, sog (218 per cemt,); natl;i'aftlse“ British, 26
(5.2 per cent.); Russians, 39 (7.8 per cpot.J; other
natiounalties, 56 ( 11.2 per ceat.); Indians, 121 { 24.2
per cent, ); Cape coloured, 149 ( 20,8 per cent, ), -

itish, 58 (31 per cent );

Mr. ' Hare explained that the latter class included
cafeg and shops wheré mtilk was dold. o

The Chairman: Would, Greeks come under the
heading of “ other aatiounalities ” ?—VYes, and they
fothd a large portiod of that percéntagk: : .

1 réply to Mi. Duacan Baxtet, witdess undertdok
& forward statistics regarding Huwhkers' lickneds.”

PIGCEERIng, 'Withess said the bHllk 61 dew applicatidas
by Indians Had beea refused; but the wdijbrity of the
téhewils dnd removals wiit graated. Mot of thi re-
fubils wetk du the grounds ot uddedifabilitf. =Stibdg
recommendatibos regardiog ths applivadts were souté-
tidfes miide bf ML Ise Leiy, WHo was usdally appdiat-
ed trustee i thé indolvént estatés of tHese pgétﬂe.
Ot these ricommendatiohs thé committee hdd frb.
qaently dcted, Tt ST
~ Witnksd Houghit it would Rardlj be fair to make it
cotiipulsdry ‘tor membeérs Sf the commitiee tb give
rEisths fbf refusdl, and he B:liéved thete would be a
$roltg  obfectin to it oh tHe pdtt of the Coudéil.
Witdeds codld not ddy that, sihce e hall beet chifih.
mah ‘of the comiiitted; licénces hid békh tetudsd bo
Indiads stmply betausk they were Indians. '

By Col. Wylié: Ther¥ was no difietentiation i thas
treatment by the committee of applicatioss,

By Mr. Hofméye: The decisiobs of the commitita
did not’ becom® finil' uutil approved by the Coudkil
itself. Bélo?é hn agblication wié considbeed: t&pibrls
fromi-the policE” dnd the medical bficet of healtlr Had
td beé biiore the comimittkd. Witness believdd there
wid & Fairlf gdberdl practice by which Iudidnd weHe
"biick to India Wwith “po intention of retutdiag, bt
1eaving bebind wiih some dther person theli power of

1 attortiy whatéby thé business was cairitd o, and the

licate tenewed id the ordiddiy #dy. The bily evént
ifi #hich tHE Couticil iad power to intelere With 4ny
licedce alreddy gtadted wid when tHerk wad a bredthi of

.the Plblic Hedlth reguldtidas.

Bj Mr. Dudcan Bikter: The odly tght the Ad-

tiiilstraior had "Bf inteflering Wat in thé éise bt the

Couatil réfufing remdvils, The question of &ppli-
cintd havidg' domeé tecotrse, in the éveut of refusal of
4 licentdé fo ahdther authotity halt nét beei bfficially
Béforé = the Coutcil, nor had Witness ever tBbught 3f it.
- Mr, Hoftaéyr: But it is Hot & mattér which shdald
be ‘discussed by thie Couincil, for the Commitsion is
being pressed to make a récommendation to this effect.
. Mr. Hare: I woild liké to thick over this matter,
but it seems as if such a course wonld be equivalent to
doing away with the authority of the Council in this
connection altogetlier and handing it over to the
Magistl'ates, P s ’ R

Mr. Holfmeyr; It would do away with the inter-

“ention of the Administrator.

No “HoNEST INSOLVENCES”

Mr, Isk Levy daid be bd for Sdmé 18 years had
the Handlidg of niady insolvent Indiad ditates:’ H‘is
ekperience had led Him o thé ébnchission thit 3 gicat
deal of “trafficking o licenced “was going on af the
F'rgsent time., 'Often insdivknts failed to give iip their
icénce, which in' Witoest's "opinion were used dgaid,

hete were ‘even tasés whét the Heeace held y SOm8-
one deceased was being used by dnother person.
Neither the City Couacil nor the Revenue Department
togk up any steps in the matter. ) .-

. Witness could neyer remember an Indian insolvency
which was ag hooest, one. - ' .
The Chairman : I wonder these people get so much

cr_edit' <. . - N

Witness: It js the tremendoug competition among
the megchants that is responsible for jt, | thipk,

. Mr. Baxter: D> you not thiok that the amount of o
trade done withgndians by the merchants proves that,
as a whole, they are honest in their dealiogs?—I cap
nly speak of my experience, I am mot agamr:th;he
diag community a3 a whole, but I am of the opinion
that fls merchants are foolish in giving them so mych

credit. .
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e ;‘:‘.NTI'I‘I;ED_ TO BE HEARD” ,

te ’
# NaTaL MERCURY” ON ASIATIC REPRESENTATION
"IN THE SENATE : ‘

The Goveroment state that they are going to errect

Native Couacils, and that will go some way toward

giving the Natives some charge over their own affairs,
but we would go further (says the Nafa/ Mercury), and
traio themselves to possess a ‘straightiorward representa-
tion to Parliament, and this can be done by granting
the Natives the right to elect a given number of mem-
bers to the Senate. ., . . - . - Whatis wanted
is representation as & right, and the Natives have a.
claim to this privilege. They pay taxes, aand, uoder
the old cry, “ No taxation without sepresentation,” they
are eptitled to be heard in the counsels of the. State.
.+ « » « + The same argument applies to the
Indians and the coloured population. At the preseot
moment there is a strong feeling, particularly among
the Dutch population, against the so-called Asiatic
menace, and there is a good deal -of wild talk about re-
iation and compensation, but the speakers seem (o
forget that thousands of the Asiatics were, born in the
country, and consequently there is no State not even
Indis, to which place they could be repatriated. We
sympathise largely with the feeling that the Asiatic is
crushing the life out ot the white trader through his
lower standard-of living and the poor .scale of wages
that he pays, but the question of compensation is out-
side pratical politics. What can be dope is to limit
the menace, and this could be best accomplished by a
sagacious consideration by a body like the re-constitu-
ted Senate we supgest. If the Indiaus had some rapre-
gention in the Senate, there would be no ground for
these frequent references to the Indian Government,
_and these recurmring Comaissions which can do bo:
good, as neither the Government of India nor the
Home Goverenment can exercise any control over the
___actions of the Union Parliament. The pew status of

South Africa precludes any intetlerence in its internal °

affairs, even the old prerogative of thé King's veto and
the consideration of Bills by the British Cabinet has
practically gone by the board. This fact makes it the
more incumbent that the Asatic population should
have some say in the affairs ot the Union, for they

comprise 2 large and growing section of the inhabitants. ;

ASIA1IC COMMISSION
"INQUIRY OPENED IN KIMBERLE‘;’

EvipEnce oF Locai INDIANS

The Asiatic Enquiry Commission’ appointed to en--

quire into the provisions of the law affecting the
acquisition of land by and trading rights of Asiatics
and to make recommendations with regard to any
difficulties and grievances which have arisen, (says the
Diamondfield Advertiser;) opened its sittings in the
Supreme Court, Kimberley, on March 3oth. The
members of the ‘Commission were:Sir John Lange
(Chairman), Mr. W. Duncan Baxter, Mr. H. J. Hof-

meyr, Colovel J. S. Wylie, D.S. 0,K.C,M.V.0, |

with Mr. J. R. Hartshorne, Secretary.
: A ‘Mz. F. W. LANGE.

Mr. F. W. Lange (Messrs. Hearhoft, Hertzog and
Lange) said he appeared to introduce the seven
members of the Indian community who had been
appointed to - attend the Commission. These gentle-
men bhad been duly appointed delegates from the
Indian Political Association of Kimberley, which re-
presented the whol= of the ladian community in
Kimberley, about 4oo ip number. A petition had
been drawn up and approved I the assdciation,
setting forth their views. Their position was this, To-
day, so far as Kimberley Indian commupity was con-
cerned, there wereno grevances, at lcast in regard to
the two matters to which this Commission had been

they could not go
‘the Commission.

.Courts would put that _sighk..

referred, viz., the acquisition of land and facilities for
trading. - Therc were oth-r points upon which they
had grievances, but he ( Mr. Lange) bad told them
beyoud the terms of reference of
They had grievances, such as the
segregation on railways, immigration laws, interProvine-
ial laws, the question of finger prints, &c. They had
a whole string of grievances, but they well knew today ..
they were not there to deal with these points. But
when they said they had no grievances at present, they

‘ mpst not be taken to admit that the laws of the Cape

Province were, pertectly. satistactory in Lhat regard.
They contended the reason they ‘were able to comne

here .and say- there were no grievances was not that
‘the laws were

perlectly satistactory, but they were

fortupate to have & municipal body here which “inter-i

-preted . and? administered those laws io such a,my

to give them uo grievances, The Kimberley Council,
they contended, ' bad always dealt with them in a most
fair and reasona No licence, for permission
to trade had ever been refused bere merely on the
ground that the applicant’ w.s an Asiatic, But they
apprehended there might come & time when the City,
Council must be composed of members who might

take @ less  broad-minded view  than the present

It was for that reason they suggested there

should be some slight alteration of law in regard to

the application for certificates to trade. They sub-

mitted the presen: system whereby the City Council

was able to refuse a licence without ascribing any

reason was pot as it should be. There was undoubted- .
ly a loophole afforded to aoy Couacillor, or body of

Councillors, who wished to exclude the Indian trader

entirely, and they could do so merely by rcfusing the

licence, and giving no reason for doiog so. They felt

everything might be put right by a provision which

compelled the municipality to give a reasop for its

refusal. Then it the reason was that the applicant

was an Asistic they would know. what to do—the

As_regarded land, they

were in exactly the same position as Europeans, and
there was no reason to alter it. Their «chiel reason;
in coming here was to endeavour to induce this Com--
mission’ t0 use its influence to saleguard their present
rights. They recognised in parts of the Union, notably

the Transvaal, their brother Indians were not so well’
off as they were, and they feared in the future there
might ke a serious attempt made to organise legi-
glation affecting the Indian community in such a way
as to bring the laws of the Cape Province more into

live with the laws of the Transvasl and other parts cf

the Upion. That w s the main inducement that led
them to come forward to-day and place theit views

before them. Their cry was not so much of grievance,

as “Let wus alone.” :

Council.

3 INDIANS' PETITION.

Mr. P. M. Dawson theo read a petition 2 lollows:—
To the Chairman and members of the Commission
appointed by His, Excellency, the Governor-General
of the Unpion of South Africa, to inquire into certain

" matters concerpiog the Asiatic community in the
. Lo e

Union, - - wo,

The Petition of Valoo Samy, P. M. Dawson, s
Naidoo, G. N: Naidoo, ‘Mahomed Sherif, Sijd; 0-
men, and Sheik Mahomed, all of Kimberley, represent-
ing the Indian Political Association of Kimberley,
humbly showeth:. . ;

'y, That a mass meeting of Indian citizens, held at
Kimberley on March 28, 1920, under the auspices of
the Indian Political Asociation, your petitioners were
duly elected to represent that association and those
present at the meeting at the sittings of your Com-
mission in Kimberley. . o

2. The contents of this petition were submitted 10
the said meeting, and all the: statements, comments
and suggestions conclode herein had the heafty ap:
proval of those present, and were unanimously adopted
by the meeting. ‘ .
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3. Dealing first with the question of the acquisition -
of land by Asiatics and tHeir rights in respect thereof,
your petitioners are happy to be in a position to state -
that the Iodian Community as a whole have no
grievances whatever, and desire mno alteration 10 the
law, so far as the Cape Province is concerned.

- 4 The dwellmgs and business ptemlses of a con-
siderable portion of the Indian community of this city
are situated upon the estate of De Beers Consolidated -
Mines Ltd. The cunditions ol the leases heid by our
people over the properties they occupy are fair and
reasonnble, and their wreatment by their landlords does
not- differ in. any respect from that accorded to the
Europeans resident “upon the company's estate, either
in regard to the conditions of their tenancy, orin
respect of the facilities for subletting or tmnsfemng

“their.rights. . ~ N |

v f"c?n soi far as the acguisition.of !rcehold propeny
and their rights therein are concernid, the Asiatics
enjoy the same rights and prlvﬂeges as Europeans.

6. Turning now to the question of the facilities for
trading allowed to the Indian community, your peti-
tioners humbly submit that- the provisions of the law
obtaining "in the Cape Province should be amended to
the, extent indicated below. *.

7. Under the Licences (Consolldatlon) Ordinance,
1916, no- person may obtain a licence to trade unless
and until he shall have received from the focal author-
ity- concermned a certificate allowing the issue of such
licence. . The local authority is.either the Municipal
Council, the Village Mavagement Board or the Di-
visional Council, according as the locality where it is
proposed to carry on business lies within the area of
jurisdiction of a muunicipality, Village Management
Board or Divisional Council. In areas where none of
these local authorities - exists the apphcatwn is made
.to-the Magistrate.

8. No definite rules are laid down by the Ordinance
for the guidance of thé members of the local authority
or the Magistrate (as the cask may be), as to the

various-- points - which should .be taken into consider- |

ation in deciding as to the grant or refusal of an appli-

cation, and your- petitioners’ humbly submit that the -

the provisions of the law are deficient in this respect.

9. The reain -objection of our people, however, is to
the system whereby the grant or refusal of the appli-
cation lor a certificate for a licence to trade is the nn-
fettered discr_etion of the local authority or Magistrate,
and that, in the case of a refusal, there is no machinery
whereby the local authority or Magistrate can be
compelled to give reason for such refusal. -

10. At this stage your petitioners would point out
that so far as the Indian- commaunity of this city are
concerned, they have no reason whatever to complain
of their treatment.
been treated by the Municipal Council and other
public bodies in a very reasonable and sympathetic
‘manner in regard to apglications for licences to trade
and otherwise. No single.instance has ever ¢ me to
your petitioners’ notice in which there has been any
suggestion that an application for a certificate for a
licence to trade has been rejused by the Kimberley
City Council merely on the ground that the applicant
3 ap Asiatic. Your petitioners desire to make it clear
that’ while the provisions of ‘the law continue to be
,;dnumstered in Kimberley in the broad-minded and
sympathetic maaner to' which they _have . become. -
accustomed. the Indian community of this city, as a
whole, have no grievance whatever. .

1. Your petitiopers submit, however, -that their

people arein this fortunate posmon, not by reasons of
the provisions of the law, but inspite of such condi-
tions.,; The fact that the local authorities referred to
above are not bound to furnish reasons for their tefusal
to grant a.certificate allowing the issue of a licence
affords to those: of -their members who desire to ex-
clude the Indian trader an excellent opportunity of
refusing the certificate merely upon the ground that
the applicant is an Asiatic, a ground whlch the Coutrts

Oa the contrary, they- have aiways

H

of this: country have held to be invalid. Cases of a
refusal for ‘a certificate solely on this ground have -
come to the koowledge of your petitioners, ‘more
particylarly from the country districts,

12. Your petitioners humbly submit that a provmon
that in all cases of & retusal to grant a certificate, the
local authority or Magistrate shall be bound, if called
upon to furaish written reasons for such refusal would )
meet the dlﬁculty

13- Your petmoners rea]:se, however, that tbe lot
of the Iudian community in the Cape Province is a far |

‘bappier one than that of their brother Indians in the

Transvaal and  elsewhere, but they fear that there may
be a tendency in the futurer to bring the statutory
enactments in the Cape Province, dealing with the .
acquisition .ot land by Asiatics and their facilities for
trading, more into line with 'the provisions abtaining
in other parts of the Union. Your petitioners’ main
object, therefore, in présehting this petition, is to
beseech your Commission to use i s influence to sale-
guard and protect the rights at present enjoyed by the
Indians in the Cape. Province, and to recommend that
no alteration be made in the laws of this Province
which would operate to impair those rights. -

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray :

- 1, That - they be allowed to suggest the following
alterations in the law :

{a) That the Licences ( Consolldatlon) Ordinance,

. 1916, be_ amended by the insettion of ‘a provision

- were about 20 or 30 Indians.

. Indians.

. indicating clearly the considerations—aund the only

considerations—to ‘which weigbt should - be attiched.
by 2 local authority deciding upon the grant or refusal
of a licence io trade,

{b) That the applicant for such llcence, or his legal
adviser, should he so desire, shall be heard in support
of his appllcanon betore the same is refused.

(c) That "in the case of ‘a refusal to grant a certifica-
te for the issue of a licence, the local authonty, when
called upon, shail furnish the apphcant with its wrilten
reasons for such refusal.

(d) That the -applicant, in- case of .tefusal shall be
at liberty, as of right, to prosecute an appeal, direct to
the Provincial or Local Dmsmn of the Supreme Court,
having jurisdiction.

2. That your Commission, io makmg its report
will see fit to give effect to the sentiments expressed
in paragraph 13 hereof by recommending that there
should be po alteration made in the laws of the Cape
Province which will in aoy wuy, interfere with or pre-
judice the rights at present enjoyed by the Indian

. community of this Province. .

LY

Evipence OF INDIANS '

The Chairman said the petition would receive due
consideration from the Commission. _

Mr. Dawsoo, invited to make a statement if he
chose said, Dr. Anderson, in Capetown, referred to
the cleanliness of Indians, and standarg of living. “He
( Mr. Dawson) maintained Indians, whenever they
could afford to do so, adopted the European
standard. Ol course, there were those who could not
afford to do 'so, just.as certain poor Europeans and
coloured could not afford to live above a certain stacd-
ard,

Mr. Dawson theu was granted permission to-read a
memorandam from Indians of De Aar, where there
This memorandum from
the British Iodizn Associatior at De Aar said so far as
De Aar was councerped. until now they had no cause
for complaint, although they. laboured under other

grievances and disabilities, which obviously did oot

come within the terms of the present inquiry. They
enjoyed trading rights and the acquisition of land ang
property, but they leared in the near future these rights
mipht be filched away, as in the case of Transvaal
They prayed the Commission might be
pleased to Irame its recommendations in such terms as
to safeguard their exlstmg tights and priviledges as
enjoyed hltherto, and to rmsa the status of the Indian
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community in the other Provinces to the level of the 1

Cape Province. . :

In answer to the Chairman, Mr. Dawson said there
were about 4oo adult male Indians in Beacosfield and
Kimberley who camried on business as green.grocers,
butchers, barbers, waiters,-hawkers etc. e had been
here 3o years, and he thought in 183¢ there were as
many Indiac males here as to-day, perhaps mare.
In the last ten years he thought there bad bean a de-
crease. Many had gone back to India and mot returned,
and some.bad gone to Capetown and other places, hut

+the inter-Provincial reswrictions would prevest them
geing to the Transvaals . -

In answer to Col. Wylie, M1, Dawson said he wonld
3Ry reo or more of the 400 were married. They got
wives lsom the local population. ,

My, Naidoo, assistant secretary of the associatiom,
also bhore testimony, to the fairness of the local bodies.
He asked that none of their existing rights should be
curtailed, and Indians should enjoy the status ot free
citizens in the Union, He urged that cultivated Indiaa
men and womes should be able to travel freely from

one Province to apother without uniair restrictions. |

In this town there was no competition with any class
ot trader. All the traders here were carrying on busi-
ness very peacefully. They desired that other pasts of
the country should treat [ndians with the fairness they
enjoyed. They wanted all Indians in business in this
country. to enjoy the rights and priveleges they had
in Kimberley. )

In answer to Col. Wylie, witness said there was a.
National Indian School in Kimberley, and about 30
aueaded it. ) : ) T

Towxn CLERR INTERROGATED

Mr. James Hopwood Thorp, Town Clerk of Kimber-
ley, who attended, with Councillor Moir, 2s represent-
ing the City Council, answered a number of questiens
put to him by members of the Commissiogn. He said
that it had been suggested by Indiags that the Munici-
pal Council should give a reason whare the certificate
for a licence was refused, but'he pointed out the
réason was Dot given in the case ol a European or
Chivaman. The Council would oppose any legislation
that would compel them to give a reasqn ipt s relusal
of a licence. Hd, thought the Indfan population locally
wiis ‘more 'or Tess Stationéry. '

Col. Wylie: You dont look upon Indians hefe as
severe competitors with Europeass or likely to displace
them ? -1 am ndt in ‘trade, and do not know how fax
the competion extends. _

There is no talk of Europeans being displayed by

_ Indians here ? —I have beard that applied to the green |

.

grocery business. -

Is it not that business Indians are naturally adapted

for agaiost the Europeans ?—Yes, I thipk that is so.
In answer to the Chairman, witness said the fiuit
and vegetable shops were almost wholly held by
Indians in Kimberley, and sevezal Indians ha-l stalis
in “the Market also. He thought the principal pur-
chasers of fruit and vegetables on the Market ware
Indiags, The population ot Kimberley and Bsacons:
field, including the Natives in the mines, compounds,
was gbout 50,000, composed of about 18,000 Eu-
ropeans, 9,000 coloured and Iadians, aod 24,000
natives, including the compounds.

Mr. V. A. Pillay, representing the British india
Canncil of Port Elizabeth, read a etatemient in which
dissatisfaction was expressed with the manner in which
the local authorities at the port dealt with licences,
apd it was complained the local authority might, with-
out assignieg a reason, refuse to grant a licence, Even
the transfer of busioess in the same district, it was said,
could nat be eflected. They suggested the control of
tradiog licences should be placed in the hands of a
body similar to the licensing Board, and there should
be a right of appeal to the Superior Courts,

The witness also gave evidence, and reldted certain
bardships which had befalien him ‘pe,:-sonnlly.‘ i

APRIL QrH, 1920

Mr. John Pooly, secretary of the Griqualand West
Loan, Trust and Estate. Agency, Ltd., for the past 31
years, said as executor of estates he had had a great
deal ta do with Indians who awmed a ot ot property
in Kimberley. He bad alse bad business relations
with a great many Indians in thal time. He said he
had found them, as a body, to be most trustworthy in
business matters, They attended to their business,
were punctual wa their payme:t, and were a quiet and *
law-abiding people. . S

io aoswer to the Chairman, Mr. Pooley said he
thought the 4radiog they did was rather beneficial.
They traded iv a smell way with small people. Fas-
sibly their charges were a trifie uader thoss of the big
shopkeepers, but-it was ooly a tickey or so. It wap an
advanotage to small people to deal with the Indian
hawkers, ) .

The Chairman : You think the Indian hawher. iy o ™
great advantage to the ordinarg European househoh;géi"? \
—Yes. ' X

DURBAN TOWN COUNCIL REPORTS

- i N N .

‘The Market Committee ol the Durhan Town Caunci]
bave instructed the Borough Engigear to carry qut agy
improvement which could be eficcted in the ventilation
of the Indian Magket, The Bogough, Eogineer has
submitted plan showing the type of ventilator which it
is proposed should be cpogtructed. It is estimated
that at least 1§ ol these pentilators wanld bg. reqyised
apd the tolal cost of copstructing same would be abogt
£s550. The Committee récommends that the Bozough
Eugigeer be. instructed to praceed with the work of
praviding. I _ .

The Estates and Parks Committee recommend :—
That the Council approve of the insertion of the follpw-
ing restrictive clause in the Deed of Cession aud
Transfer ovar Lot K, Blogk Umbilp :— - .

*The property bereby transierred or any portion
thereol may not at any time be sold or transfer-
red to Asiatics or persons of Asiatic decent.”

That consent be given for the insertion of the toltow-

.ing clause in.the Deed of Cession and Transter of Sub-

division r3 of Lot K, Block Umbilo :— .
“The property hereby transferred, or ady poition
thereof, may not at any time be sold or trausfer-
Ted to Asiatics or persons of Asiatic descent.”
Amongst the other recommendativns of the ‘Estates
and Parks Committee is the tollowing :—
That the Indian Recreation Grounds be immediately
put into playing order at dn approximate cost of £ 1%,
The Public Health Committee recommed :—That

- the attention of the Estates and Patks Cotmittee he

drawn to the fnsanitary coadition ‘of certain '‘Corpora-
tion owned' Indian houses at Brickhil Road, with &
suggestion from this Committee'thatthe necssary ndtice
to terminate the occapancy thereof be given. )

The Conncil-in-Committee report is follows regard-
ing Indian Butchers:—We have considered petitions
received from ‘Stallholders in the Indian 'Market and
Indian Butchers 'protesting against the Shop Hours
Bye-Laws in so far as such Bye-Laws ‘affect ‘their busi-_
nesses. We ‘have also received a Deputation who !
pointed out sn/er alia that the Butchers at the l%
Market and elsewhere have no cold” sforage facibiiic””
that they can only offer for sale medt.tWat 'is purchased’
at the sale at the Abattdir held #*18-30 in the morning ;
that such meat is brought t6’ the market at ¥bout rz
o'clock and thiey ‘are dbligedto close their shops uoder
tbe néw reguldtidns it 2 p.m. ; further that they do not
supply-by‘#fdeits, but oply in small quantities by retail.

-The? Cotmittee récommends : That fthe necessiry

"steps be taken to amend the ‘Shop Hours Bye-Law'l(j}

by the insertion of the words *‘other than butchers
carrying oo 'business within the Native and Indian
Markets.". Further, that, prior to submitting the above
recommendation to the Town Council, the Town Clerk
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