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INDIANS AS TOWN GUARD

T is not generally known that Indian residents of
Soflth Alrica were allowel to take an active part
as defendcrs during the recent rebellion. When the

rebellion was in full swing, the town ol Ventersdorp
found itself withut ‘sufficient men of the D:lence Furce
and, as the town was in a district inlested by rebels,
the Indian storekeepers of the town wer - called upon
to act as town guard. One night, an officer in uniform

would be obeyed. Quite a score of men turned up,
gager to place their services at the dis_osal of the town
aod the Guvernment. Eventually the following elevea
men were selected :——Me-srs. A. Rahman (Hon. Sergt.-
Major), Noorodeen, Rahim No.rbhai, Mabomed Ras-
sool, Ahmad, Samjoo, Balim, Ismail, Moosa Bhikoo,
Suliman Amodjee and Valabh Hira. R fles and ammu-
nitioo were served out and instructions were given 12
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called at the house of Mr. Abdu! Rahman and inlormed
him that he was wanted at the office of the Command:
a0t at eight o'clock.  Asked what might be the cause
of this demand, he was informed thal the Town Com
mandant had, with the sanction of the M iy.r, instructed
him (the officer) to- commandeer the. services of Mr.
Abdul Rahman and about ten other capable Indians.

Without besitation, the reply was givea that the order

challeoge all persons going from or entering the town.
They were or lered to patrol a certain area from 8 p.-m.
to 4 am. The next night they were again called out
at the same hour, and they did their duty as before,
After about a week they were relieved on arrival of a
loyal commando and, soon after, the rebellion collapsed.
The men who Jormed the guard bave expressed their
milxggmqto Join a r 1 : association it allowed to do
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80. We understand ihat no pay was given e for
their sexvices nor wouldshepacoapt awy itcflered. They
ghdly gave their belp in such a cases, which, by the
way, was oot withowt ao clementol damger, not to spesk
ol the dizeomiont of being ous in sll weathers in:ihe
desd of night.

General Botha’s Thahh

On arrival at Ventersdorp on the 23rd August last, '

amongst the addresses. ol welcome yeceived was one
from the Indian community. The address, which was
1ead sod by the Mayor on bebaif of the Brit-
ish. Indians, reads as follows :—

“ Hoooured Siry—= Wa, the undersigned British Indi-
an residents of Ventersdorp beg to offer yuu a most
hearty welcome to this town,

“We have always followed with the greatest interest
all your movements during the South-west campaign,
and, as loyal subjects of His Majesty the King, con-
gratu'ate you and the men under your command on the
able manner in which you brought a most difficult task
‘to a successful' canclosion, '

* We remember how great the anxitty was during the
recent upheaval, when we did our share by keeping
gutrd at night, .

® We have never lost {aith i the present Governmeut
6f this country and we thank God thbat with such men
at the helm, justice and right will be done,”

General Botha, in reply, said: “I am very glad to
‘have received the address which the British Ipdians
+have presented to me, 1 thank them from my heart.
1 also thank them for the timely help which they bave
rendered by standing on duty doring the rebellion, ap
iact which was appreciated during that very trying time.”

The audience, which consisted cbitfly of Dutch and
‘English residents, cheered this reference to the part
taken by Indiang during the rebellion.

Qur Experience with Officlaldom

Readers will wonder why we are so late in reporting
-events that hagpened pearly a year ago. We could
bhave reported the facts long ago but ior the attitude
tzken up by the Censor, supported by the Defence
Department. In June last we lorwarded to the Censor
a copy of & letter coptaining the account of the com-
mandeering and giving somre interesting details of the
men's experience whilst on duty, We received a prompt
reply that the letter could not be published. We
referred the matter to the Minister lor Defence and
;pointed out that, whilst we gave way on the poiat of
'publishing the letter, the apparent refusal to recognise
the service rendered by thess men was ungracious.
The Minister endorsed tha action of the Censor and
added that it was undesirable to allow such & communi-
cation to be published in any paper circulating in
South Africs, where conditions are peculiar and racial
prejudices strong. We again wrote to the Minister
requesting that recagnition should be made and a letter
-of thanks sent these meo. We ventured to assert that
the Government was morally bound to treat these men
with respect even at the risk ol arousing racial pre-

judices, adding that, it ill-lecling was engendered by

ithe knowledge that Indiens in South Africa helped to
protect the homes and lives of European citizens, it
did not say much for the loyalty of the latter to the

Empire, not to mention gratitude jor such protection,

To this letter we received na reply. A month later the
report ol General Botha’s visit to Ventersdorp reached
.us  This yime we did not consult the Censor but made
the raquest direct to the Defence Department that we

umight publish the reply ot the General to the address -
.presented by the Indian: community. We roceived the -
meply that there ‘was no objection to our' publishing .

both the-address and the reply. What we have dome,
therelors, is to publish the facts wecéssary to formva
«completestory. ‘

THE INDIAN BEARER COMPANY

WE much regret that it has bcen impossible to induce
the Imperial Government to authorise the Imperial rate
of pay for the mewy whom they dasire to'recruit for the
South African Indian Bearer Company. South African
Indians cffered their services tor soy oselul purpose
many mooths age to the Union Governmest, and
through them (o the Imperial Government, but they cer-
tainly did oot offer these services oo any conditions. It
was an implied condition of the offer that no racial dis-
tinctions were to be made. Unfortunately, in effect, the
Jmperial Government ‘bas deiamed trom that principle
so far ag the conditions of service laid down for the
Indian Bearer Company are cooncerned. Europeans
who are being recroited for services outside the Union,
but in the African continent south of Egypt, ate
being granted the Union rate of pay. Buropeans who
are being recruited lor services outside of the Union,
elsewhere than the foregoing, are being given the Im.
perial rate of pay; but Indians who are to be recrnited
for most dangerous and arduaus work, which certainly
they are willing to perform, and whose risks they are
equally willing to accept, are being offered the pay of
the Indian Army. The Imperial Government fall to
reulize two things, first, that after all that has happened
to the South African Indian community duoring the last
ter: years, no racial distinction may be mede between
recruits drawn {rom the sub-continent for service
wheresoever it may be, at least certainly not in the dis-
favout of Indians, and certainly that the conditions of
lifle amongst Indians in Sonth Alrice, and especially
amongst those classes which would most readily respond
to the invitation for services, differ radically from those

_obtaining in Iondia, where the cost of living is enor-

mously less than in this couatry, This is ot Lthe first
time that the principle of poo-racialism has been ruised
in similar matters, When the Stretcher-bearer Corps
was raised under Mr. Gandhi at the time of the Natal
Native Rebellion, the members were offered pay of 3/-
a day as against the considerably higher pay ol Euro-
peans who would be rocruited to do the same class of
work. As a result the members declined to accept any
pay from tha Natal Government. When, a little later,
a request was made for the organisation ot a second
company, the Indian commupity made it a condition
that the rate of pry should be exactly the same as that
of Europeans. Had the rebellion proceeded there is.
no doubt that the Natal Government would have
granted this. As it came to an end, the matter went no-
further. We are sure that in their strong desire to scrve
their fellow-men and the Empire to-day, rather than
accept the rate of pay offered, Indian volunteers would
prefer to give their services gratis, could they afford it.
But there is a great diflercoce between what happened
io 1906 and the present citcumstances. Then the period
of service could necessarily be ot only a short ducation.
To-.day the pericd of service is indeterminate, and
nobody can expect Indians to volunteer their services
for an indefinite period without pay. Moreover, to do-
that or to accept Indian Army rates of pay is gmposs_lble
for many of those who are aoxious to give their services.
They have in most cases others dependent upon them,
and very many of thom at least live in this county
according to the European standard with the conte-
quent obligatiods thereof. Lven the lmperial rate of
pay- would have been unsatisfactory enough from =
financial point af vicw, but obvicusly Indians could not
ask more than was granted to Europeans; butitis
certainly a matter of principle that the Indiun populs-
tion of South Africa in Imperial matters should be
placed in % position no whit ‘inferior to that -of -Euro-
peans similarly affected, and the result of the-attivwde
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adopted the Impenal Governmeot—we believe
thztr:he I?r{ion amhorﬁ:l appreciate the position, but
are powerless to eflect redresr—will be that the varicus
Indma organisations and che leaders of the commuoity
cannot officially identily themselves with the. recruiting
of the pecessary numbers, and we understand that this
fact has been communicated to the recruiting authori-
ties. In spite however, of this, 1here ol doobtiess be
3 oertain number of persons who wish, quile spert from
these things, to give their scrvices, and we tiust that‘ it
will be found pussible upofficially 19 ce.operate with
the authorities s0 that the quota required may be made
up, though the personnel of the body to be recruited
will necemsarily be inferior to what it would otherwise
have been. Recruiting, hawever, wilt have to be voder
taken indepondently ol the official Indian organisations
and. Ihrough private. enterprise, il at all. It is enfor
tunate that tbe Indisy community, as such, is preclud-
<d from undertakiog a duty which otherwise it would
have been only too glad to perfonm.

A FATUQUS STATEMENT

Wr would have wished that it were possible to refrain
from olieriog any-contment’ upon the - manner of Mr.
Chatmney's laying down bis-doties as a Goveroment
official, and his departure irom South Africa, and would
hawvao teen giad, had we been allosed to; to leave the
matter where we did in & zecent amticle in these
columns. Unlortunately, however, certain irresponsi-
ble busybodies in ‘the community have given Mt

Chamney sn opporiunity of making in public cersin.,

unlortunate remarks on the Asiatic legistation of the
Transvaal.
Mr, Champey is neither bappy, nor gonsistent, and we
hardly imagine that, had any really representative
nwmbers of the ledian- community beea present on the
occasion concerped, and certainly wot in the presence
ol Mr, Ganahi or any of those prominently associated
with bwm, 'he wonld have ¥ reaffwmed his belief in the
wisgdom of the legislation which led to the passive
Tesrstance movement, and ar o resalt of that legislation
claimad that substantial benefits {or the Astatic com-
munity had been established. . For instanoe, the Trans.
vaal was the only Province ia the Union in which an
Apiatic pould 'live, whichbe could leave,-and 'to which
he could retyrn at any period .ol his life. That was
due to the issue of the registration certificate, Then,

{n. his moments of post-peandial -expansion

again, & truding preserve, as it were, had been estab- -

lishad, which prevenied too many of their countrymen
coming in to compete with them.” Anything more ut-

torly false or stupid timn these rematies ceuld be hard--

ly imagined. In the first place, it is.nat too much to
say that, but for Mr. Chamney, the Transvaal Indian
community, and - indirectly Indians theoughount Sowth

Atrico, wollid have beew spared muck of the long and:

bitter strtiggle of Passive Resistance, Whether willing

rd

orunwlling, ha was-the dnstrwmentthat the Govers-

went of the day choseor the harassmaent of - Indians,
with a view at one time certainly—we have it from the

Lips ot no less u person than the present Prime Minigter
of the Union—to deive Indians akogether out of the

Transveul. This was the real purpose of the anti-
Tudina legislation of-the Tmnevaal, as originatly ram-
ed, and, but for the energy of the Passive Resistance,
in all probability to-day there would have been no

lodan population <u he Transvaal at:all, axcept a-

small oae of cowards and.slaves. Cerainly it is utterly
umtrue to-say thet the Trunsvaal is the only Province in

the Loion 0 which sa Indian can seturn:at any -time

of-his lile, oming 1o she protection of bis Registration
Certificate. The lagal helder of a Cenificate o Domi-
cile in Natal ‘bearing marks of indentification and pur-

posting-to e a cemtificatenbat-he &as satisfied. ghe la- .

migration Officer thas he has acquired & statutory demi-
cile in-that "Province, is entitled to return to Natal at
axy tme of his Lify, 2f b= docs B2t oo sthie advast
age, or whatever it may be called, to the. Transvagl
Legislature,  Perbaps, however, the most affronting:

iosult 1o the inielligence of Ms, Chamaey’s hearery and
resders wasto alicge that the Asistic legislation inthe
Tramsvea) had ip effect made the Poovince aclose pre-
serve for those Indians who were.atveady lawiuily re-
sident there  Asssming, lor the purposes of agument,
the deaizability of‘ the creation of a close preserwe for
Iadiaos, we aze utierly st a Joss to koow in what way

“Tramtvaal Lediass oconpy io that respect a superior

position to Indians resident i Natal or the Cape. Mr.
Chamney's argument is that oo Indians from elsewhere
can come to the Transvaal in order to compete with
Transvaal Indisns, Who tap come ta Naal or the
Cape to compete with Indisns in those Provinces?
The mere facttbat:a Traoewmal dndian casiget a lioenee
‘to-trade for the making upon produstios of his Registra-
ition ‘Certificate bas wothing whatever ito do with the
matteg. He oould aiways get-a licence ior the:asking.
befose—at least, since dhe izmous .decision of zhe
Tisnsvasl Supreme Cour? ip sgog. o -point of fact,
the registmation certificate .actually stands: asa bar to.
ithe issue of a trading licencero Indians in same'cases,
dog though thare mre quite:a mumber of Indigns lawiuily
resident i that Proviooe nvoder the: Immigration Law,
but who ior technical reasons saenot entitied to recaive
@ fogittration certificate, theyare thereby debmred—
at lemst in theory—itom receiving s licence 1o: trade.
‘Wa canonly muppose—/or these ex'mordinary ticta
are otherwise onaccountdable—that the exhilaration
of the surnauadings, and -the abscace by design of.all
those directdy or indirectly connected: with the
Pamsive Resistance mcwement, combined to fend wings
to the flights of an. eatbusiastic Irish imagination,.
slisred by the contemplation of an .early releast 4tom
the rwspousibiliiesiof office.

Indian Bearer Company

Pretoria, Oct. z (Reuter) —The following has been
officially communicated to the Press irem the Defence
|Headquarters:—

Io regard to the Indian Bearer Compabny to be recruit-
ed in the Uaion, it .should b2 observed that it is oot
the intention to confine its membership to Indians
professing the Hindu or Mahomedan religions.

The' Indian Native Army rates of pay ou active
service are 38 follow :—Lancehaviidar, 21 rupees per
month ; naik, 18 rupees per mooth ; ‘bearer, 134 mpszes
per month, -

It is proposed to serapge for the payment in the
Union of an allotment of the whole or a portion of:the
pay of any individual who wishes to provide for depen-
dents,

Wounds, injury, and 'family pensions are -admissible
at slightly lower rates thas those granted to combatants,
Particulars of these rates are being obtained from the
Government of Isdin,

Indians recruited and passed medically fit will be
provided withva third-class rail ‘wamant to proeeed to
Duarban by the Distict Staff Officer st the fodlowing re-
cruiting centres, namely: Johaonesburg, Capetown,.
Port Elizabeth, Kimberley, and Maritfburg,

The pumber of recruits it is desired to obtain inthe
espective Provinces is: 1o -from the Transvaal, 30
ifromthe Cape Province, und 44 from Nata},

“Geaeral inquiries in Tegerd o this ‘compuny should
©a 'addressed to ' Capt. Dunning; Indfan Bearet Com-
pany, Mobilisstion Camp, Stanvdord Hiil, Durban.’

Tt has been announced in London that the Imperial
Government has accepted the services of an ambulance
<ontingent of South African Indians. The anxiety of
the camunity to give.ita services has.been well known
from the South Afncan papers, says the Loodon corres-
pondent.of the Manchester Guardian. At Durban, the
<ffer wae pade oo time 2507to wise a mefica! con-
tiogent #t the expense of the local Jodiaos, but various
“¢ practical d:ﬁiculnes " were said to stand in the way
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of acceptance. As a matter of fact, another corres-
pondent points out, such difficulties as have existed
have not been political. The Indians, led by Mr.
Gandhi, performed with quiet beroism the work of
stretcher-bearing in the South Alfrican‘War * Their -
offering similar service now, despite the hardships im-
posed upon them during the last lew years by South
Alrican laws (now happly modified), is a fine tribute
to them.” ' ’

Indentured Labour

When the Report of Messrs. MacNeill and Chim-
man Lal, on the condition ol indentured Indian lab-
ourers in certain British Colonies, was published in
this country (says the Jndian Soctal Reformer) we com-
mented on it and reproduced [arge excerpts from it
dealing with certain phases of the subject, especially
the excessive prevalence of immorality and suicide io
sotoe of the Colonies visited. - Our comments brought
us a letter from one Totaram, care of an address in
Central India. We did not see our way to publish the
letter at the time as it contained statements which were
calculated to introduce an element of - bitterness into
the discussion of the merits of the system of indentur-
ed labour which, we have repeatedly declared, must
go, But,in view of the probability of the question
being brought up for final settlement at an early date—
it is most desirable that .it should be during Lord
Hardinge's Viceroyalty—we think some passages from
the letter may be found useful. Totaram said that he
had livel 21 years in Fiji, was there when Messrs.
MacNeill and Chimman 1.+l visited it and had brought
with great difficulty much information and material to
disprove the conclusions of the two Commissioners.
He sent us a cepy of a book he had written in Hindi
entitled * Twenty one years jn F.ji.” In his letter, he
said: “It meakes my heart bum with indignation
when 1 read the remark (of the Commissioners),
*We are convioced that its advantages (of
the indenture system) have far butweighed its disadvant-
ages” 1 was indeed very plad when 1 read your
opinion that *these observations would be equally
appropriate of slavery in its worst forms.’ Yes! The
indenture system is slavery pure and simple. Mr. J. W,
Burton, a Missionary of Fiji, rightly observes in his
book " Fiji of to-day”: * The difference is small be-
tween the state he (the coolie) now finds himself io,
and absolute slavery. ‘Lhe coolies themselves for the
most part frankly call it Marak (hell)! The system is
a barbarous one, and the best supervision caonot eli-
minate cruelty and injustice. There is something
dehumanising and degrading about the whole system ”

- News in Brief

By invitation ol His Worship the Mayor of Durban,
a meeting of Indians was held " at the Town Hall, op
Wednesday morning, to discuss the question of sub-
scribing funds to the Governor-General’s Overseas Con-
tingent Fund. :

Both Messrs. Henwood and Kentridge, the Unionist
and Labour candidates for the Durban Central Divi-
sion respectively, have held meetings during this week,
at which Indian voters have been specially invited in
order to hear what these aspirants to Parliamentary
honours have to say for themselves and their respective
parties. : ' .

Dr. Abdurahman is of opinion that a strength of
13,000 could be raised for the Coloured contingent.

The United Provinces Congress Committee has re-
commearded the election of Mrs. Annie. Besant as pre-
sideat of the Congress.
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